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Afxal, K. M., Nawabxada, Milan Bahadur 
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j Administration of Civil Justice in the 
I 42, 170. • 

I Allotments 
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I Anti-malarial operations, 396 
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Azam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamed 

Calcutta Municipal Bill, 461 
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' Anti-malarial operations, 396. 
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(5'ilcutta Medical College Hours oi 
attendance of Surgeons and 
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Cancellations of licenses for hackney 
carnages, shops, etc., lor abrupt 
closure of their business, 242, 

(Jiild mortality in Eden Ho.spital 
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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL 

' OOVKRNOK OF BENCJAL. 


lis Excellency the Right IloirhU* liAr^KNCK lii mlky Di ndas. 

Earl of Ronaklshay, (i.O.l.E. 

MEMBERS OF THE EXEEFTIVE COFNl'll.. 

<% 

?he Hon’hle Sir Henry Wheeler, K.F S.I . K.CM.jC . C.S.I., Vice- 
Fresident, in chaige of the following poitiojn»>: 

1. Ai»pointnuvit. 

2. Folitical. 

^ ,‘1. rohcc, 

4. l'i( clcsia.st leal 

T) lull ojtean h](lu<atioii 

i 

'he lion' hie Sir Bun (hi \m> M \ ii i \ r. K (' S 1 . K.( ' 1 E , I .n M. , 
Mahara jadli 11 aja Ihihadui ol iBiiduaii in (haige of lie* lollouing 
port f ol los ; - - 

^ 1. Eafid 1(eM‘iiue 

2 liatid A (•<! uiNi t loll 
d Foie^th. 

4 lingation 

5. J'X( llKhal aie.i>. 

he Hdii’hh* Mr d II Kerr, (' S I , (' I lO , m (haig“e of the hdlowing 
p(fO folni.s : — 

1 . h inanci*. 

2 Se]>aiate' Re\ eiiMo 

d (oiiiinenr iiiid !«•''( i rd liid'i^tiial ^uhp-i 

• 4. Maiine 

'he Hon’hle Sir A JU)-i r- R \inM , Kt . in (li.ugr ol the following poi i 
folios ; — 

1 Judicial. 

2. Jails. 

d. Eiij ignition. 

4 I minigrat ion. 

5. Jurisdiction. 



IV 


(iOVEKNME^'T OF BENGAL. 


MINISTERS. 

TJ)(‘ HoiThle Sir Sij{EM)Ra Nath B\nekje\, Kt., in cliaig-c of t! 
fol]r>wirig‘ poi tfolios : — 

lioral S(*lf-( invoi nineiit and PiiMic Ifoaltli. 

'J'Ik* llon’hie Mr. Fkova'^ii ('m .M)EH ^IiiTEii, CM.JT, in chai^^i- ol t! 
following- jioiU'olio:— 

l^idiH-at ion 

Ilon’l)l(' (he Nawal) Saiyid Naw ms Aij ( 'haudhiuu. Khan Bahadii! 
(' I . h> , m cliargi* o( tin* foll(»wing jiorlfolios : — 

AgiKiiltiJM* and Ihildic Woiks. 
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PSlN('li>AL OFFK’KKS Ol' TllF PFNliAF LFOISI.ATI VF. 
(OFM'IF. 

Fuf ''i nt.N 

The Hoi' 'hie Na\^c»li Sii S^Ki) STii \M '--i 1 -H i 1) \ . K (' I I-' 

1 )kio I ^ - 1‘kv sn»K\ 1 
ial>u Si kkndh^N.^h |{ \y. 


S,'.(-irtai \ to ! li(* ( 'niilirli ( ’ 'I'l \ 1) \ I 1 , ('IF, 1 ( ‘ S 

\'>'>lstail! .'V'l M'latN to th<’ ('oUlK ll A M 111 lOHlsoN 
\ (1(1 1 1 loiia 1 St‘i M't a I' V t o t In* ( 'ou in 1 1 1\ \ M \.n \i i > m: 

i* to tltf (\)U!i( ’1 .1 W \!( K \\ 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

ALPHABETICAI, LIST^F MEMBERS. 

A 


A(](l\ , Ai^il\a Dlioiie Aatiiuial ('Ii.hiiIm't cf (’lUimaaro ) 

Af/al, Kliaii liali.idif! Aau a)»/.Mla Iv. M [ I )a(‘( a ( 1 1 \ ^ M uli.imniad.ui K ] 
A Ijiiaal* i\ li.i II H.iliadiii Mauixi W a'^i ni add i n ^ M ul.nimi.id.iu ) j 

Ahiiu'd, Maiihi A/aliamd'liii [ liakar^aiij W’c-'t ( M u ha m niada ii K | 
Ahmed. Maul\ I laiiaduddim [ Iva j '.h.ih i Soutli i M uhaiii m.id.i it ' j 

Aliimal. .Ml .M jlaiidpm Smu i h t M u iia nmeid.i n ' 

Ahmed, Ivafi I dd.n jdr.s'-oie Seuth (, M u li-fTn mada ii ) j 

AIiiikmI. V.ikuhiiiddiii |l)niaijnn ( M uliam mada ii ) j 

Ahmed, Mutivhi lafai jNt»;ikhaIi < \! aliam mad.t a ^ | 

\ le \ .Ml S M .1 h hi •( ih ' 1 ,1 h a It a *u : h ( ^l i| ha iH III ida a ) 1 

All, Maal\i A II .M* \\’.izi? | Ikik.n p-.ih j Noitli ( M a li.im aiad.ui ) | 

Ah. M auhi S'.ed .Maks(H)d j 'J 1 - 1 hu <.ra aa^ .Maaaapa] N<alh iMahaai- 
aMidaii I ! 

.Ml. .Mr S\t‘d ha fall J Nadia i M a h.i m aiad.i a i i 

.\ 1 1 , I S \ ed \ a ' 1 1 1 1 ' * 'J 1 - 1 ' I ! i: a a i H a • 1 1 ■ M a i 1 . 1 a 1 a I a d , I a ) j * 

Ah. .Maaslii Aiaii ' (’hit i.iaea;.^ < ^l a h.i m aiada a U 

.Ml. Maiishi A\ah ' ( 'liMt.iaa.a^' ( M aliaanaada a i I 

-\ r ham aij^d 1 .M.iahi Kh.iadak.n f M \ mefi'^iap-h Wh-'-f iMaliam- 
laada a » i 

Azam. l\haTi Ikiliadai Khw.iia MMhtiaieil M).i<e.i Ivi^t Kaial fMahain- 
madaa t ] 


B 

jlaina-jea, the Hea’hie Sii Saieadr.i N.ilh (Miaistei. ‘J 1-Pai LMiia' 
Maaieip.il ( .\aa-M ali.imm.idaa ) ; 

ihinerjiH', Ihu Ihihailai Ahiua-h Chaiaha [Ihihhaai ( Nh >a - .M a ha m 
imidaNM.j ^ 

Parma, llai S.iliih Pam Iiaa.ta j HaiiLTpai f .Vna-M a hamaiad.i a ) ( 
Partoii, Mr I! i A a;j'). 1 adiaa ) 

H.i.Mii. Haha datiadia Nath (r.ih.pPi Nhefh ^ Nhai- M uhant mtuhaa i i 
Headel, Mi P k <H‘‘’'La'l ( h.taihej o} ('(anraeiiei 

lUialtarliai J), li.ihu Ih m Phaadi.t iNc.aiiaaled .\na-( )ffi, i;,l Pahoijr 
( 'las'ie'-. 1 

Hirla, Paha I Pi.aaf'.}i\ am Da- ( N'omiaated N'oa-( )Ifieial ) 

Ih'*'., Mi K 1! I .NOana .1 1 e^ 1 nfh. ial ) 

Pf»m[Mi8, Mr. f\ IT ('Nom iaaterl ( hfieial ) 

Bofie. Mr. S M f MMaea*.ii,^rh p^ast f Noa-Mahamniadaa ) 1 
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C 

('arc}, Mr. W. \j. (Jiidmn Association.) 

( .'al heal 1 , Mi M. M. | Jiaccji and CliiHa^on^ ( I'aiiojiean). j 
( !}iai niakjii , Jkilni Hasik ('liandra. | Noiikhali ( Iv on-Muliainimidan ) . ] 

OiaKidlnin, lialai Kishon Moliaii. [ Rjijslialii ( Non-Miiliannnadan ) . ] 

Rlia iidiiun, Hahn Tankaiial li. [ Diiiajjaii ( Non-Muliamniadan ) . ] 

( dia M(i li II n , Kliaii Ikiliadni Maiih i Ilafi/.ii |{a}!njan. [Jio^ia (Muham- 
iriadan).] 
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THE BENGAL LEGISI^TIVE COUNCIL 
PROBEEDINGS. 

(Official Report of the Fifth Session.) 

VOLUME V. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

'riil', {’(luncil iiift iiutlif (’ouiM il (’hauihri in tin* 'Tow n Hall, ('ali iilta, 
on Moinla\ , tlio Nn\ toiilioi*, lirjl, ;i( 1(1 ininulo" r.M 

Present: 

rko linn'Klo 1 Ilf rifslilflil. tllf llofi'hlf thf lolll MflllliOK'' ol flu' 
r,\f(Uti\f CoviiMil. lli( tllf iliiff Mtni^lfi'-. anil 111) ni'ininaffil 

.tini f If ( ifil nif inhf f " 

At !■ M tllf Kflllsll.tl In I Ilf ('nlllM ll .1 ll llOtintH* l-V f O tllf lloll’hlf t lu' 
!'1f'^lllfnl tli.it 1 1 1" L\ (•••ll«‘n« \ 1 lu* ( 1 o\ o i mu \va.^ w it liouf ^ 

'I'lif flo^’Mf till' I’lf'iilfiit tlifti li ft his ,sfat on (hf thus and nii’f Ills 
1' X( idlf III s a( t lii^ dooi nf t hf < 'ham hf! Ills I'Ai f 1 If no \* 1 hf n f n f f 1 1 * d t hf 
(h.inilMi with tllf llori'hlf tho Iho^idfiit .iml, at tin' loiiUfst ol f h(‘ 
llon’hlf tllf l’if'«idfnt, to(d\ }ii> sfat on thf pi o sido n t i.i 1 f’liaii, thf lion hh' 
tllf I 'i f ''idf n 1 hf 1 n IT •'f a f f d on ills l*\i f 1 If m \ ’s n^:hf 

His Excellency the Governor’s Address. 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR OF BENGAL (the Earl 
of RonaWshay): Mh. Lkiaiukn i , limt lot Ii»f ofVfi a hoaity WflivoTiiu 
to all iiifinhfiA ol thf ( oniiid ami niv hf^t mhf lor sMcofHM in tho 
lahoni'^ that he hffoif llmm dtiiin^'- llu* Sfs>ion which hc^^^iiis to-ihiy. 

Thf functions ot a Lfj^^islati\ f Bod\ inav rou^liK he dividfd under 
thiff main heads. The fiist of thfsf is coiihI ructi\ (», naiiudy, tho 
making ol law.s and the jMo\i^»on ot funds frir th»* <'air>jn^ on of the 
administration. I'ho sfcond m th«* fluitin^- and dissemination of 
iiifoimation with a vif\\ to f nli^htiuiin^ tlif jK*oj>if as a whole its to 
the Uf tvs and munitions ot the admitimtralion Ami, finally, tl.eie js 
the function of < Mti( i‘'m both of the |Mdic\ of (lovernment and of its 
aets. It Is Tiot aho^O'thfr su i firisin^', jnuhaps, that duMii^ the earlier. 
da\.s of the workin^^ ot a m*H i on-ntitution it i.s llie.se last two turn tion,. 
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that should have been most in evidence. A powerful volume of criti-. 
cisnr iias been brought to bear upon the whole field of administration 
chiefly by means of the discussion of resolutions on matters of general 
public interest. Indeed, it woald not be too much to say that the 
Council shows a tendency to regard the discussion of such lesolutions 
as its most imjxjrtant function. During the comiyaratively short i)eriod 
of its existence, no less than 364 dift'erent resolutions have been ballot- 
ed for and 135 have actually been discus.sed. A comparison with the 
corresponding figures in the case of the House of Commons is certainly 
striking. During the year H)18, when the House of Commons sat on 
no less than 136 days, the number of resolutions on matters of general 
public interest, including motions for the adjournment of the House, 
moved by private members was 34. In the year 1919 the House of 
(Commons sat on 163 days and the number of similar resolutions dis- 
cussed was 41. d'he otliei' main means which the 4)ouncil jiossesses 
of criticising and indeed controlling the policy of Government is the 
voting <jf sujijdy. 1 shall have something to say under this liead in 
a few moments, h'or the preM*nt I need only say that the proceinlings 
on the budg<*t at the beginning of the year showed that the (’oiincil 
has been (piick to realise the widi* extent of the powers which have 
Ihhmi coideired upon it in this res}K‘ct. 

So fai as the eliciting of information is concerned, I can b(‘ar wit- 
ness to the searchi ig manner in whii h the Coiimal carries out it'' 
funcdions, for I have myself jiassed the answers to everyone of th(‘ 1,293 
(jiK^stions whi(di it has asked. In a somewhat difteient <"onTjection, 
useful information is also being acipiired at the instamT of the Council 
with a view to its being put to constructive use in the future. 

1 hav<^ in mind th<‘ Committee which is examining the Tmiancy Act 
with a view to its annuKlment. ’riu‘ im]>ortance of the dutu's of the 
(hunmittee refinin' little emphasis from me. d'h(‘\ inolude the advis- 
ing of Gov (M il merit on matters of smdi difficult \ as the transferability 
of occupancy right.s, tin* best method of dealing- with tlie utlximh 
system which hulks so largely in the district of Nadia, and tin* solu- 
tion of the problems arising out of the traditional system of nhirnhs. 
Other (^mimittees engaged on tasks of a similar nature are the Medical 
School Committee and the ('ommittee which is iiHjuiring into the 
functions of Divisional (^)mmissioner.s. 

It will b(' seen, therefore, that the Council has Wn exceedingly 
active in discharging its functions under two of the three heads referred 
t-o. I have every Iioik' that it will devote itself with equal assiduity to 
the constrvK’tive side of its work as soon as the opiHirtunity is given to 
it. The opjKirtunity will soon occur. My hon’ble colleagues in the 
new Government which came into existence in January bust have been 
giving their attention to various matters of im{x>rtance which can only 
be dealt with by legislation; and my hon’ble colleague the Minister 
for LcK'al Self-Government is now in a position to lay before you bis 
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4>ropos\l8 for the recoii'^titiitiou ol the IkhIn which is cliarged with the 
inii>ortfint tiisk of admin isterinjj: the affairs of tliis city. In tin (’ul- 
Ijj^utta Munici{)al Bill >011 will Ih‘ a>ked to consider |)roiK)snls tor alter- 
inpr the present constitution of the (’oif^ratiou in ac«*ordance with the 
liberal spirit of the times, for enhii^in^^r its jioweis ami enacting* changes 
in many of the provisions of tlu* existing Act affecting the gemual 
atlministration of the city. 

But, imjiort'^iit tlnmgh this measure is. I shall not, 1 think, be chal- 
lenged wluMi I say that the (juestion o\ ershadoa mg all otln*rs in 
inijsu tance. in its ditto ult \ and in its mteicst Ioi;e\ei \ nicintn'r of this 
C’ouncil is that of the finamial ixisition of tlu* Pio\mce. It <anm>t In* 
otlu'iwisc. toi tin* (jiicstin].' In a \ital one t'pon it', soliitnm d»*|H'iols 
the eXlrt'tence ot 'tin' administration, 'riius. t‘ail\ in it.s »aTe<'N. the 

('ouncil IS facial aith a iundamcntal n^spoiiNdnlit \ who'h it caimol shiik. 
(ioM'rnment can submit j>iojK>sals to it foi- dealing "*th the ffnanend 
<*risls with w ho h tin* l*ro\in<c is laicd, hut tin* jxover to aci'epi or 
re.ie< t. th(*ni is \cstrd. not in ( t om‘i nincn 1 . hut in t lie^^ ( '< ui ncjl d h(‘ 
lode (juestion is ot such ^ ital inijsntami* tlnd 1 feel it to he in\ <luty 
t(> la\ the position tull\ before \ ou 

ddn* exaniliiation ot the finamial « hanges which wt‘ie to acconijMUy 
tin* intiodiotion ot the leloimed < oii'* 1 1 1 u I ion began cail\ in^lftlft and 
may tie leg'aided as ha\ing passod thiini^h thiee slag<*s d'her** was 
tin* stage of pK'lmnnarx < onespoiidem e hetwoen* ilie (JoNcrnment Inf 
India and the l>o(al < ion ei nnicnts 'f'his was followt‘d h\ tin* impiirv 
of the ^testl)n ( 'oninii f l<*c. and finall\ laiiie the ex.iiiiination of the 
lepojt of" the lattei (’oniniillee h\ the Joint Pal liamei'itai V ('onmiitt4*e 
and the (h-cision of that }>od\ I nia\ state at orn e that fioni the \er\ 
tieginning (d tins cxannnation of the i|ueslion the ( iover n men I of 
Bengal- “hotfi the late tio\einnienl and the picsrnt (lONcrniuenf lia\(* 
found I lieiiiscdN es obliged to raise gia\e objection to the setth‘nn*nt 
pmjMfsod I ilo not intend to wi*ar\ \ou h\ refeiiing in detail to (he 
\arious iepies(Oitat ions wJin li have been nnnle ; but it is desirafde that 
I sjjouM explain the mam grouinls of oiir (dij^M-tion to the set-llement 
uhich VN as profKised ainl to whnh cffei ( was e\entua}I\ given, In (In* 
first pla<<*. ^ve laid stiess up.n tin* la* t tliat the ln*a*ls of revenue whif h 
it was projHised to assign to the Piovinces were all hea<ls wlin h owing 
to the iwrlKular eireunisi anees of Bengal, g^ave \er\ little ji!osj»<*ef of 
an\ exjxiiision of revenue so far as this Provinee ih coneerned. I’he 
reason for this is known tf> <‘vervlMKly, namely, that Lan*! Iteveniie, 
whir h was to Iw the mainstay r»f jirovim ial finance umler the settlement, 
is sttirtlv eircuiiisci iberl in Bengal bv tin* Permanent Settlement. ( )ur 
next contention was that the m»rmal sfamlanl of ex{M*nditure laid down 
for Bengal by the tfovernrnent of India wa.s far too low* They put it 
in round figures at Us, T.bl .IMf.f MWt ; and, m spite of our earnest ir‘j)re- 
sentations, refused to admit a normal ex|x*iniiture of more than 
Rs. 7,91,55JKK). This was the figure at which they fixed our ntancLird" 
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of expenditure at an informal (onfereiife at Simla in Ortober, 1919/ 
In this conneciion it is interesting to compare the position accorded 
to Bengal with that allowed to the sister Presidency of Bombay. Th^i 
Presidency of Bombay, with a" population of less than 20 millions, was 
allowed a standard exj)enditure of Rs. 10,98,9^1,000, comx>ared with the 
standard ex]>enditure of Rs. 7,91,0.5,009 allowed to Bengal with its 
])opulatioTi of over 4o millions. Aftei tlu* Simla (7)nfer(‘nce at which 
these preliminary standards of expenditure \\(*]e fix(‘d, the next stage 
in the examination was reach(*d, namelv, ih(‘ appointment of the Meston 
Eommitiee in Januaiy, 1920 AVe sulimittfMl lo tlie (’ommittee lepie- 
sentations oti the same lines as we luul done to the (loveinment of 
India. In one lesjKM-t we met with some ’nea^ui(‘ of success in that 
the ( 7)mmittee' adopted tin* su^pestion wliich w(* mad(‘ tliat tin' Piovin- 
cial liejids of revenue should lie incK'aseMl by tin* addition of non- 
judicial stamps whicli liad up to tliai time been Assigned to the (iovern- 
iruMit of India. 99u‘ advantage of this was, of course, rea])i‘d i)\ all the 
I’rovimtps, and Bengal w'as still hdt in a. smious jaisition. 'to add lo 
our difficulties, we wmi^ saddled by the Mestv)ii Pomnnttee with an 
initial tribute to the trovernmcnt ol India ot Its 00, 00. 1)00, with the 
pros])(*eC of a [uogies^i\e annua! inciease in the aniouiit ol this sub- 
vention for a period of s(‘\en _\cais, b\ wbuh time we weie to contii- 
Imte a gVeater |M*rcentage ot tin' t lo\ (‘rnnuMit of India’s (hdicit than 
any ot her Pro \ i nci* 1 now conn' to I In* t b 1 1 <l st agi*. na me! \ , the exam illa- 
tion of the (juestion b\ (In* doint SeliM-l (’oniniiltei* id the two Houses 
^of Pai’liament. This body accepted the i(‘comnn‘ndiit lon^ id the AIe,sloii 
(5)nmiitt(*e with (w'o modifications of some iin[»orianct'. Firsll\, the*} 
directc'd that tbc're sliould be* giaiited to all Ibcoinces some share in 
th(‘ growth of r(‘\eiiue from taxation on inconu's as tar as such growth 
W’as at t ri butabh* to an inciease in tin* amount id income asse*'S(‘(l ; and, 
in the second place*, they deeid(*d that in no iimc* slnuild tin* -initial 
eontiihulion pavahlo to the* (toNernmemt of India liy any Piovinc'e he 
inei'ea.sed. The (^ominitic'c* also took note* ol tin* jiccmliar financial difli- 
culties of Hengal which th(‘\ comniendc'd to the sjHcial cousidcu’ation 
cif the (iovernmeiit of India. 

So much for flu* riegotiatlcms up to the* linn* of the* in align rat ion of 
the Reforirnnl (Amstitutioii. Wheu the time eaine for the final pre- 
paration of the hudget for 1921-22, it heeaim* c b'ar that all our fears 
had Ix'on only too well founded. AA^e iound ourselves faced with a 
deficit of ai>proximately Rs. 2,12.00,000. 1 need not trouble the 

Pouiieil wdtli a statemeiiT of the jm‘ans h\ which the deficit has been 
met during the current year, siffc'c this is a matter which is witliin the 
recollect ion of everyone. But before eomiiig to our jiroposals for meet- 
ing our deficit during tbe eojuiug year tiiere are two observations I 
would make in sup]H)rt cjf my eonteiitnm that, in spite of the tem|K)rary 
measure of rc'lief which we have re(‘ei\c‘d in the shape of the waiving 
for a ihmucmI of three >ears of our eontrjbutiou of Rs. 63,00,000 to tbe 
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Ceiitrai Government, the financial settlement is still grievoualy 
inequitable. • 

, The first observation 1 would make is with a view to disfxwiiifJT o< 
The fallacious statement which is so oftq^ made that on accouj^t of the 
Permanent Settlement Bengal does not pay its pro})er share towards^th® 
cost of fhe Central Government. Nothing eouhl be further from* the 
tnfth. As a matter of actual fact, we ai'e lM*anng a far greater part 
of the burden than any other Province, as I think I shall l>e able to 
show. It is »iiT^ iv)ssible to ascertain the n^al tMuUrihution of the 
diflereoi I’rovinces towards the cost of the Ceiitml Government by 
taking the gross amount of money* rai‘«ed by taxittibn in eaeh I'rovinee 
and then as<‘ertaiiiing how miK'h of this amount goes to the (VntraJ 
Go^'ernment and how much is loft to the Proyince. To. aseertnin this 
gross amount om* mu'^t ad<l to the prm(»iMls of the Pj^ovincial heath* of 
revenue tho*st* of the (^ciitial hea<ls. namely, Customt^ <iuties, Income-tax 
and Salt duty. Taking the hgnies umler tlie Prnvineiah luuuls of the 
eurrent year ami adding to them the Im[>enal figures for last year (the 
lni|KM'iaI tigUK*'^ tor thq eiirnoit year not heing nxailahhv) W(^ fflid (hat 
tlie gross amount (d inoneN laised in the dithiucnt Pr»)vinc<vs is lus 
follows ; — 

Lakiis 


Btuigal 
Mad I as 
Bom ha \ 

yni4ed I^oMiiees 

Punjab 

Bihui and Onssa 
Central PioMiiees 
A ssam 


20.;TS 

;i().r>{t 

11,12 

12.02 

5,10 

6,07 

2.44 


Now let us see how mu< li of tbe.se totals goe** trt tht* Cential Tiovern- 
meiit in the case of each . Provinec*. (he figuit's, taking into a<*rount 
the lemis.sion (Si the 00 lakhs in tin; case of Bengal, are a*^ follow s 

Bengal. 20,51 lakhs, leaving- f(»i <‘\'iH‘ndit ure witliin tin* Piovimtv 
9,55 lakhs. 

Madras, 7,70 lakhs, leaving fm e^pemlilurc within the Pn»vince, 
12,85 lakhs. 

Bombay, l(),0i> lakhs, leaving for ex]H‘n liture within the l^rovince, 
13,90 lakhs. • 

United Provinces, 0,20 lakhs, leavyig for ex|ienditurfj within the 
Province. 10,89 lakhs. 

Punjab, 2,47 lakhs, leaving ffU exepnditure within the Province 
9,55 lakhs. 

Bihar and Orissa, *34 lakhs, leaving for exjjeDditure within the 
Province, 4,82 lakhs. 
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Central Provinces, -71 lakLs, leaving for ex|)enditure witliin the 
Province, 4, IK) lakhs. . «» c 

Assam, -27 lakhs, leaving for exix?ncliture within the Provinc<?t, 
2,17 lakhs. » 

'^These figures show conclusively that the real contribution of Bengal' 
to the Central Governiuent is nearly 4 crores more than that of Bombay ; 
nearly 13 crores more than that of Madias w’hich comes next in order, 
of the magnitude of its contribution, and from 17 crores to over 
20 crores more than any of tlie other Pioviuoes. It will, of course, be 
said that not all the money raised in Bengal by means of Customs duties 
and Income-tax is paid by the i)eople of Bengal. 1 admit that this is 
so and that some allowance must be made on this account. But it was 
proved before tlje MesU>n Committee that ov(‘r 90 ihu' cent, of the 
Income-tax collected in (’alcutta is paid solely J)y residents in Bengal; 
wliile so faT'^as Customs <lulies are coneerned it cannot 1h‘ 'disputed 
that the jute export duty, amounting to ovei 3 crores, is collected almost 
entirelji^ from Bengal; and no allowance made oi[ the'^i‘ giounds can altei 
th(‘ fact that under the existing setthMiHUjt Bengal is jK‘Jinitt(*d to 
iidain tor exi>enditurc within its own houndaiies a lar smaller jiroiwu- 
tion of the m()n(‘y raised within its houndari(*s than any other Province. 
That theji is the first observation whuli I have to niakin The ^second 
is that tluMc has been transferred to us by the (rovtunnuMit ot India 
responsibility for two costly institutions without tin* financial piovi- 
o sion which the res])onsibility (Uitails, I reter to the Calcutta and Dacca 
Universities. The Dacca University was a gift promised hi the Govern- 
ment of India Ho biastern Bengal. It was cieated by an Act of the 
Imjierial Uegislative Council; the Yice-Chanctdloi was apjniinted ])y the 
Government of India and the Government of India tacitly admitted 
their iTsjKJiisibility by making an annual grant, unti! the financial 
settlement eam<‘ into effect. Yet no allowance wa'' made in tin* 
standard of noiuial exjKuidituK* of the Province for a single ru]H"c of 
recurring ex]H*ndituro in connection with tho Institytion. ease 

of the Ualeiitta University is similar. While the IGiiverslty was still 
und(*r the Oov('rnment of India they appointed a strongs Uommissitm to 
r(‘|)ort upon it. The Commission made ii'coinnuuida lions wliieh they 
estimatml would cost G1 lakhs in capital exi^mditine and 05 lakhs ot 
leeuiring exiHuiditure, estimates wliich are now generally ailmitted to 
1h* far ])elow the mark. Under these <ireumstam'es it never occurred 
to me that the University would be handed over to us without the 
neces.saiT financial provision ]M*ing madm Yet this is what was done 
by a short Act transferring the UnfVmsity from the Government of 
India to tlie (Toveriiment of Ben gab passed by the legislative Asspmblv 
shortly after the pre.seut GoveruiHeut came into existence at the begin- 
ning of the juosent yeai*. Am I putting it high when I say that 
in this matter we have a legitimate cause of complaint? 
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WeW, now I have priven a brief outline of the noprotiations leadinfif 
to the jjresent fimincial settlement. 1 have explained the view ifhich 
\e lake with rep-nrd im it. We have never ceased prt'ssing that view, 
aiyi in doing so we have l>een whole-hearj^dly sup|K>rte(l by the^’ouncil. 
It would l)e ungracious not to <;xi>ress our thanks for the modest 
measure t)f relief which has recently Ihmmi gninted to us since the 
dejjutation from the Heiigal (Tovernment and (he I^egi'^lati ve (\mncil 
.waited uj>on His Excellency the Vicemy in Simla in St'ptemlHT last; 
even though it \n impossihle for us to it‘gar<l such itOief as in any W'ay 
adecjuat** to metd our h'gHunate (laims. ImbuMl. wf ( annot so regard 
It. Hut I regnd to hav(‘ to adil (liat up to the pi<%ient moment wt* have 
no giounds on whuh we can ha'^e an c\peclaUi>n of rmeiving any 
fnrtlier assistance. AVhat then aie we to iloy 'liie flaming of the 
budget for 1922-2d (annot b(‘ longer dcla\e<l and thed^^^k witb wKicli 
we are facml is that ol jm‘eting a <lefii it whicli is estimated to amount 
during th(‘ (‘oming \(*ar to 1 croie and 49 lakhs of ru]H‘»‘s# That is the 
task to \iliicli (ioMunmeiit liav«‘ hecn devoting fheir attention; and it 
IS the com lusioiis that >j'c have arriv(‘d at that I now ha\^ to Jat* Ix'fore 
>()U. • 

'rh(‘ fir^'t tiling that wo coti'.nbuiMl was naturally the jxissibility of 
K'tKUK hnnuit l\\('r\ <!('pa r I inent of ( fo\ erimient has umhugoiie rigid 
sciutinN. ami \\c lia\c agiceii that foi tin* jU’escnt, at af)\ rfil<* great 
•>a<iifi(<“' lla^e got to Ik* madi* The fimt ofbuing^upon the* altar of 
e*c<>m)nt\ m the paililioti ol Mnlnapoie* I «*\plaim‘el at seum* length in 
.\]uil la^t 1 tliouglit that it \\<Mihl be* fuhsc <‘conom\ to leave*® 

unfin i-'lie*(T a piojee t on so iinn h had alie'aely be*cn **i¥*nt, and 

uho h ua*' "o f.ii a(l\am<‘el tol^a!^U «omple‘tion 1 stilf think that, ihe 
aigiiirn'rit*- w hn h I ihe'ii jmt foiu.iMl an* sound Hut the* (’ouncil lias 
sho\s I) that It does fiof agree* with me, toT it has jKisseeJ a ie*s(dution in 
taMUli^d tlie* s( hcim* being '^teeppe-ei. '^liiee* I plact*d m\ arguments beleue* 

It I tuh'i these* ( II I uni*'taiM‘e*s j le*l< that 1 nnmt }h»\v (o the wi^he's 
(»t the ('ouncil ltnd ordci*' ue*n* is-.en*d some* \\e*e*k'' ajjei that woik ut 
Hi)i) should iiumeehaiely be cbe-^e**! eU»u n in tlx* im»st e-comunie al 
miinnci I he building at dhargiarn an* < «»mpb*te‘el ami the* ne*w sijh- 
division '^ill be* e){H*m*d •'lioriU , but. in <le*fe*n*nce to tbc \\ i'>hi*s ot the* 
(’ouncil, the < legation eef the* ne*w eh^tiict e»t Hijli will ii*mairi in abe*y- 
ame* Then there* is the* (jin^stieui oi t}ie tiraml driink (’anal We* <io 
not pTi»j>o-e to ask fb<* t ’eiimcil to pn>vide funels foj anv cemst no tie>n 
work m*xt v%*ar. Hut we* hojs* tbe* (’ouncil will agiec* that the* final i‘sti- 
mates for tbe prrdcf t showing w^lie'thcr, nmler eipxisting «*conomi<- condi- 
tions, tiu* selu'me* will prove t<^ be reuinneiative uiHb'rtaking or not, 
slioubl be (M»ni[)lete*el. And iny bori’ble colleague* tbe Mabarajmlhiraja 
Ibihadur of Burdwan will as)£ yiui to provide the funds fnr the e**tah- 
lishmcnt rotpiired for this purjHjHe. Next we have dee ided that in the 
matter of eivil wnrk« flie oedivities of tbe Piifdic Worke De*fwrtment 
next year must be confined to works a<-tuallv in progres^t, no new works^ 

B 1 
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of any kind being taken up. This, we anticipate, will effect a^ saving 
of approximately 40 lakhs. Then we are prej)ared to reduce ou^* settle- 
ment programme and to work on a two party basis instead of on a foiy 
party basis. This will effect a saving of 12J lakhs. I need not trouble 
you now with details of other retrenchments distributed over a number 
of departments to which we have agreed. My hon’ble coUdague the* 
Finance Member will be prei)ared to supply you with full informa4ion 
in due course. The net result of our examination of the possibilities, 
of retrenchineiit is a savipg of approximately lakh^. On the other 
hand, there are certain increases amounting to nearly 17 lakhs** which, 
we think cannot be a»roided, the main item in this sum being 11^ lakhs 
under the head of education. This then gives us a net saving of 
72^ lakhs, and reduces our prospective deficit to 76^ lakhs. It will be 
seen, therefore, that in order to carry on the administration at a reduced 
level of efficiency entailed by rigid economy all round, we have to find 
fresh revenue to that extent. For this puijxise we shall submit t6' you 
very shortly sinnific, projKisals for increasing the existing duties on 
stain ps*'and foi the imposition of a tax ujHin amusements. Our jiroixisals 
for raising the stamp d.\ty Mill lie laid before you by tlie llon’ble 
Mr. Kerr next month. At the present stage the estimates of the receipts 
M'e shall obtain in this muiv are only approximate, but w'e hojw that the 
ncM' slam]) duties will bring in something over a crore and tkit the 
])i{)jM)s(‘(l tax on umusemeuts w'ill bring in about 12 lakhs. It tins 
exiK'ctation be fulfilled we shall have met, our prosj^H^li ve deficit and 
shall have a sum of between 40 and 50 lakhs in hand. We are ol 
opinion that amongst the first claimants upon this sum nfast die ])laeed 
certain of the (fejiartments that ha\e agreed to make retieiichments on 
their existing scides of ex|)enditure and, in particular, the Education 
Deinirtment, the Department of Public Health, the Registration 
Department, the Department of Agriculture and Industries and the 
I)ei>artinents of General Administration and the Administration of 
Justice. Th(*se Departments have agreed for tlie time being to retrench- 
ments amounting in the aggn‘gate to Rs. (>,50,000. Neaily the whole 
of this sum is in res}>ect of transferred subjects. It represents a w>ni- 
paratividy small ])ro]>ortion of the total retrenchments agreed to; and 
I would like to take thii opjuudunity of ackiioMdedgiiig the generous 
manner in M’hich my hon’ble colleagues on the reserved side of the 
Government have met me, in the first place by agreeing to the bulk 
of the retrencluneiit being effected in resi^tn t of reserved subjects and, 
in the second idace, by agreeing ihaJt the transferred departments, of 
which I hav^ just spoken, should have the first claim to the restoration 
of the rotrenchmeirts in que.stion, in the event of funds becoming avail- 
able. At the same time, I must add that some at l©a€|t of the expendi- * 
ture retivnched in respect of reserved subjects is expenditure which is 
urgently required; and 1 trust, therefore, that in the event of funds 
being forthcoming, this aspect ol the case will receive due weight when 
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Le tini© for consideriiig the matter in detail arrives. It will also Ik* 
lecessaig^’ to pi ovule for the normal growth of exjienditure m the vu^itms 
^imrtmelits, the inrreases of time-scale |Miy and the like. So 1 must 
farn the Council that even with the tux^ion proj)osals which shall 
►ut forward, a comjxiiatively sniitll jK>rtion of the surplus will bt* avail- 
hie for Sew expenditure. 

Such then is tlie jxisition. Ooverninent have, I need hardly assure 
oil, given to it^the most anxious thought and the projWKsals wliiOi 1 
ave outlined to you provide the liest solution whiili we can devist* 
jT meeting the iininediate neces.sities of the ca.se. If the (\)uncil is 
rejxired to agree to our proposals for increasing the revenue, we shall 
e able to carry on the admini'^tration, to rt‘store the retrenchments on 
lie transferred side and some of the more urgent on the*reserve<l sole, 
nd we shaU restore our credit sufKciently h) enable fis to rai.se loan> 
diich ean be ilevoted t(T projects of great iin|K»rtanct‘ requiring capital 
iitlay thereby n*lie\ing the strum on our annual revenues. Wi* shall 
till be a |H)or Pro\ince conijiared with otln‘r Provinces, and must 
ot be suf)iK)s<'d for one*mornent that a decision of this ( to raise 

resh revenue for (urrying on t}u‘ administration for tlu^ time being, iiit 
[) be regar(h‘d as acquiescence on its |nirt in the i>resent setthunent. 
b'rv far from it Neither the ('ouiu il nor (fovernrnent hav«* ever 
ej>art?d from tlie view' that the settlement ought to have bee /1 such as 

0 |Mumit the ( ontinuanci* of the administiation on^ej^isting liiu‘s with- 
ut the iinjsisition of ad<litional taxation. And our |H)sition is this, 
liat li. to in^et the immediate emergtuicy with whicli we are iaciMl, w»‘ 
re prepared to raise fresli revenue and to devote it I 4 ; mei*ting our 
xistiiig defimt. we do so still maintaining tliat w<‘ have a moial (daim 
[> furtlier lelief, and in that view, wt* leganl tin* alhxation of the 
i()e<*e(l.s of new taxation to the meeting of our deficit as a purel\ imii- 
•orar\ ^.xpcdient jHMiding furtluu ndief. on receipt of which tlie m‘w 
evenue raised would ht‘conie availahle for those selnmios of »‘ducat lonal , 
iidustrial, agricultural and sanitar\ and iin‘di<‘al progress whicli 

am .sure the CouikiI as iuu<h a.s the Ilon’hle Minist^-is who are 
barged with thetn so earnestly desire to see U^ken in hand. 

Such, then, is the fKisition, whiclL.! felt it to he my duty to plaee 
lefore yfui at the earliest opfmrtunity, together w’ith the proposals 
rhieh (iovernment has decided to lay before you for meeting it. My 
lOn’hle colleague the Einancc Member exjx'cU to Ik* in a jxisition to 
ohmit these projxisals to \ou in detail by th^ middle of next month, 
foil will then have an opfK)rtunity of discussing the Bitutttipti. 1 regret 
irofoundly that it should he neces-sary for you to factf so difficult and 
mbarra.ssing a TJjrablem so early in the life of the new Coumdl. Buf 
be necessity is due to circumstances beyond our control, and you will 
ace it, I am atif’e, with a courage and a sense of responsibility worthy 

1 the legislature of Bengal. * 

m 
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1 ieax iM I W^e already made a large demand upon you,, 

kiSere is one wore matter of gra ve and urgent importance TS 
/ feel bound to refer, that ia, the serious development a spirit <ij 
dofitwce of constituted authorty which has recently resulted in a mil 
spr^^ad display of lawlessness in this city and elsewhere. 

There is no need fur me to p'ive any detailed account of the events 
of the jKist week or two wLicIi, hef^nniihip: with a riot in Howrafi on 
tlie ^tli of tliin Tooiith, eulminated in wholesale terrorism and intimr. 
elation by means of whieli the normal life of this city, was gravel^ 
interfered with on Thursday last, and the liberty of vast numbers ot 
people in carrying on their normal avocations curtailed. vSuffice it to 
say that such a state of affairs is not tolerable, and that Government 
is of opinion that a situation has arisen which calls for drastic action 
Hint being so, M is my desire to take you immediately ii^to my conti- 
dcncc; The agency which is l>eing used to d(5 th^ actual work of inti- 
midation consists of certain so-called volunteer corps emidoyed m 
the Clause of non-c(>-oi)eration. The activities of these bodies lui\(‘ 
become m(‘lia(*e to the liberty of law-abiding citizens, and they have 
accordingly b(‘cn proclaimed to be unlawful associations under llie 
Indian Oiiminal I^aw Aimmdinent A(;t of 1908. That is .the first ste]i 
which Gov(‘rnnieni has considered it necessary to take. Governnu'ul 
is also bf opinion that the liberty hitherto accorded to all and^'sinidii 
to hold and iiddj:ess meetings and organise demonstrations has hren 
grossly abused. No one can accuse Government of having exhibited 
any (h‘sii(‘ to icjuc^ss tlu' ordinary freedom of sjKHM'b tolerated in aii,\ 
l'i(‘e country. ,liut there arc lirhita beyond which no Gowrhnient Unit 
has regard to the inien'sis of the law-abiding citizens over whom it 
holds sway, can jicrmit license to go. We are .of ojnnion that tlio'^i* 
limits have been I'eached and that the instigation^ to the people to 
overthrow the existing order have become a menace to the main- 
tcnan(‘(‘ of p(‘ace. It has, therefore, become necessary to imjxjse soiao 
restrictions upon the fie(*dom of holding meetings and procession.'' in 
this city. 1 do not ])ro]>ose to-day to deal in greater detail with tiu* 
nn‘asu?('s which Government is taking, or may he obliged to take, in 
tin* event of the organisers t)l this movement j)ers]sting in dheu’ eain- 
]>aigti of lawh'ssness and s(*ditioTi. T hojx* that I)etter counsels will 
jirefAil. Ihii 1 would add a few words of a more general nature- 
r^et it not be forgotfen that a (lovcrnnieiit has a dutv towards the 
public, the public equally has a duty towards Government and, indeed, 
towards its(*lf. No police fori'e in the world can perform its task ade- 
quately in the absence of the co-o]>eration of the }>ublic. If [)eople 
are intimidated and refrain from lodging com plaints it becomes almost 
impo.ssible tor the ]K)lice to help them. It is the bounden duty o^ - 
every loyal citizen actively to assist the police whenever occasion offers. 
Not only has the active co-o|>eration of the public wifti the police been 
conspicuous by its absence, but there has been toO tnarked a tendency 
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, — , nf many, who, I am sure cannot in their hearts, desire to 
ppB laW(iessness tuiuinphaiit, to act in a manner which can only etjcour- 
lire the lawless and render more ditiicult the task of the }H>li<‘e. 
rhe encoura^ring of strikes re^mrdle^s of the reason a hlem;ss of the 
illeped cause of the strike or gf the consequences is an example of 
whixi Tsfnean; and the recent tram strike is an illustration in jxnnt. 
[f 4lie strik(‘ had been a j:enuine economic stiake, (lovernment would 
liave appointed a (Conciliation Hoard to deal with it. It was nothing* 
tlie .sort, ami anyone who foments or encoura^'t^'- .such a stnki' has a 
^»-ra\e wsponsihilit \ on his consc ience, (rovemment is houm] to do its 
lest in such a case to protec t those wlio desiix* (o c^irry on their 
awful hnsincss. Hut to do sc means the imjSKsition ot a heavy addi- 
ional Imiden upon the isdice. And if these addiUoiiai duties are to 
le discliai <rc‘d etiicierUK, ( Jo\ cTiiimuit will lu- oMi^^cmI to inc rease^ tin* 
Kilicc* force*— an c\|H.Miai\c proccMaiui^^. hut one* whuh uii<h‘r such cii- 
•iniistamc’s. it could not |>os^ihly l<•fu‘^«‘ to undertake'. 'I’Iumc* is 
inothei form ot action well calcillatcal to tm|iiiir thc‘ cfficiiMicv of tlic* 
orcc' and to icndci mou‘ difficult flu* inaintcnaiic’e of gj‘dc*i^ Alid that 
s the adojitioii td the attitude on tin* jiart ot ^ ccotain class of ]H*rsoii, 
hat wll<'nc^cr the jsilicc aic cunnKdh‘d to lake action to (jiicll dislurh- 
incc's, it is the iiotc’is who must h(' in the* li^K^ht and the police' and 
i()\ c'l^inicnt ulu) must hc‘ jn the wrou^. A icn’cuil case in pqint is the 
ittitudc* taken u]> by certain ]>orsons ailc-i tin* riots in Howrali at tin* 
)e<rinniii^^ <d' tin* niontb. Not oid\ did tli<*\ take nfl an attitude winch 
ed tin* public to MipiMtsc' that tln‘\ ic'e’.ndc-d the T inters as injured,^ 
nnocent'*. Irat llu'V o|)enl^ floute4 Um‘ Mae-istialc’ \\\m was climbed 
ritli tin* dut> of holding.;’ a mac i‘>tc*rlal nn|uiry into the oc-cui rc*Ticc» and 
iij^in«‘C‘i<*d a mischicVQn.s ajETitat ion with a \ ic‘w to (Ief 4 *rrin|,^ meni- 
lers ot tin* jnildio from ^i \ ine’ e\ idc'in c‘ bcfoic* him in tin* course 
if tin* inejuiry whicli In* wa^ c,ii r\ inj.r out. I \<*nturc to convey to 
,11 sinb iHMsons a solemn waiinn^'' iliat. wlictinu t}n*\ icnilisc* it or not, 
-h«‘y aic* j>avin/r tin* way which Ic*ad.s t<» anarchv If tln*y care* fo 
tnd\ historv. (h(*y will find that ji is nlmonf invaiiably tlie cast* that 
hose* who sow (he* wind in tin* cTid reap tin* whiilwind. It is v«*rv 
asy to fab Mito the* cirm of thinking that abuse of c*onst if utc*d autlio- 
ity is synonymous with jr.itriotism ;.nd followin^r ujicn this initial 
rror, it is only too easy tc> i-aisc up tin* foices of disorder. neecl 

lot di\c‘ yerv d<*ep into bistoiy. T1n*y will find the* whole process set 
fUt Iwforc tlieii eyes in Hussia at the presc'iit time. Hut let me hep* 
i them with all tlie ]k>W(*i wdiich I can c-ommancl not to forj,(et timt 
rheii once tin* forces of disorder are thoiou^lily roused, they will find 
beinselve^ cpiite incaixible of c ontiollinj^ tln'in. Mr. (fainilii himsedf 
g discoveiiiig this eternal trutli at tlie pre.sent moment. Tie public ly 
dmit.s that h© has been more instrumental than any oth(*r in hn'n^rinjf 
nto Win^ u spirit nf revolt. And what is he doin^'^ now? Ia*t nn* 
uote his own words: — ** The Ntr^/r«)''*that I have witnesscnl during the 
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I fear that I have already made a larj^e demand upon your jiatience; 
but tliere is one more matter of grave and urgent importance io which 
1 feel bound to refer, that is, the serious development of a spirit «f 
defianca of constituted authority which has recently resulted in a wi(fe- 
spj'ead display of lawlessness in this city an4 elsewhere. 

There Is no need for me to give any detailed account of the events 
of the imst week or two which, beginning with a riot in Ilowrab on 
the -tth of this montli, culminated in wholesale terrorism and intimi- 
<lation by means of which the normal life of this city, was gravely 
int<‘rfered with on '^nirsdav last, and the liberty of vast numWis of 
people iii carrying on then normal avocations curtailed. Suffice it to 
4MIV that such a state of affairs is not toleiable, and that (lovernment 
is of o])inion 'that a situation has arisen which calls for drastic action. 
That being so, It is my desire to take you immediately iijto my confi- 
dence. Th(‘ agency whi(‘h is Inung u.sed to drt' the ftctual work of inti- 
midation <‘onsist.s of certain so-called voluntec'r corps (‘inployed in 
tin* ci^us(‘ of non-co-ofHuation. The activities of these bodies have 
b(‘come k menace to the liberty of law^-abiding citizens, and they havt* 
accordingly Ixon pioclaimed to be unlawful associations under the 
Indian Criminal I^nw Aimuidment Act of 1I)I)S. Thai is the first stej* 
which (lovmiiimmt has considered it necessaiy to taki*. Government 
is also bf o]>inion that the liberty hitherto accorded io all and'sundix 
io hold and addfy.ss meetings and organise demonstiations lias Ix'en 
grossly abused. No one can accu.se GoveiiinuMit of having exhibiliMl 
any dt'siie to r(‘])re.ss the ordinary fieedom of s|M‘<‘ch tolmativl in an\ 
l'i(‘e couniiy. ^ Hut there are limits beyond which no Govcuiimcuit that 
has rc'gurd to the* intcuests of the law-abidiug citizcuis over wdiom it 
hobls swuiy, can pc'rmit lic-ense to go. We are of ojiinion that thosi' 
limits huv(‘ been ivached and that the instigations to the jK‘f)i)Ie to 
overthrow the (‘xisting order liavi* heeome a imuiaet* to th« main- 
ttmanee ot peace. It has, theielore, heeome neecessarv to impose some 
restrictions ujxin the freedom of holding mec^tings and processions in 
this c'ity. I do not pi-opo.se to-day to deal in greater detail w’lth the 
m(*asur(‘s which Government is taking, or may be obliged to take, in 
tile event of tlio organistus oi this movemcuit ]K‘rsisting in tbeir eam- 
paigTl of lawlessness and .sedition. I hope' that iM'tter counsels will 
]>re^iil. But 1 w'ould add a few words of a more general nature. 
TiCt it not 1)0 forgotten that a Government has a duty towards the* 
public, the public equally has a duty tow^ards Government and, indeed, 
towards itself. No ]>oliee force in the world can perform its task ade- 
quately in the absence of the co-oivration of the jnihlic. Tf people* 
are intimidated and refrain from Icxlging complaints 'it l>ecoines almost 
impossible for the jKdice to help them. It is the bounden duty of 
ever>^ loyal citizen actively to assist the ]X)lice whenever occasion offers. 
Not only has the active co-ojx'ration of the public wifb the police been 
conspicuous by its absence, but there has been too marked a tendency 



1921.1 


governor S ARDRESihi. 


11 


M 

on the^ixirt of many, who. I am suro oannot in their hearts, desire* to 
see lawiessne.ss tpimiiphant, to at't in a manner whieh can only eijcour- 
the lawless and render more ditfit ult the task of the jioliee. 
The eneouniffin^ of strikes rt*^ardle^ of the reas<»nah]em;ss of the 
alleged f'aiise of the strike or gf tht‘ eonse<juenees is an t'xnmple of 
what 1 ^fneaii; and the recent tram strikt* is an lilustrution in }>oint. 
If 4.he strike had a ^enuim* eionoinu- strike. Government would 

have apiK»inted a ( 'omiliat ion Roanl to deal with it. It was nothing 
of the sort, amk anyone who foments or encoiira^tvs such a strike has a 
^^rave u-sponsihility on liis conscienie. (io\ernment is hound to do its 
best in sinh a tase to jirotoct those who desii>e to miiry on their 
lawful business. Rut to do so means the im]>osition ot a In^avy addi- 
tional huiden iijxui the {xllo'e. And if these additioincl duti(‘s are to 
he disihai^oMl (>tli< i(>nl 1\ , (roxernimuit will he oblij»t‘d to inereaso tin* 
|H)l]ce foK — an e\|>en;ji\e pi <»c(‘edni^^, but oue wliuh under sutdi eir- 
cuuistanies, it could not iK»ssibl\ refu-se to uinb'itake d'liere is 
anothei feim ot action well calcillat«*d to impair the etficimics of tin* 
l(Uc(‘ and to leiidei lupie dillicult the maintenance td yjabu , Alid that 
Is tlic adoption ot the attitmle on the |>art oi ^ certain (dass of |H*ison. 
that \\lH‘ne\er tin' }K)lice art* cum[X‘lh‘d to takt* action to (pn*!! disturh- 
iiTKt's. it is the Hotels who must Ik* in the nVht ami tin' police and 

[rovegjmn'iit who must lie in tliC wrong A lecent catst* in pgmt is the 

ittitnth* taken up by certain ]X‘rst>u> altei the riots ni Ibiwiab at the 
beginning ot the iiionlli Not onK did tln*\ fake lift an attitmh* wliicb 
It'd the jhiIjIic to sujtjsise that tln*\ it'gaidt'd tin' riott'rs as injurt'tl,^ 
innoct'nt'*, lr.it tlu*y openl^' flout4^4| the Magisttatt* who was t'haiged 
i\ith the <lut\ of holding a niagHterial intiuirv into the occurrence ami 
‘iignn'eied a in ischn'Voll.s agi ta t ion with a view to tlelerriiig mem- 
h<‘is (d (he ptildic fiom gi\ ing <‘\ itb'in t* befoie him in tin* course 
i)f the itnjuirx which In* wa*' lairxing out. I vt*nturc to convex' to 

ill sU( li js'i^ons a solemn waining that, whcthei tht'v rt'alist* it oi riot, 
the\ alt' jKiving the way wiiii h h'utls to anarcln. It t)n*v cate to 

dud\ histor\, they will find that it is almost invariably the ease that 

Intse wilt) sow the wiinl in the »*ml rt'ap the whiilwintl. It js very 

*as\ tf) tall Hito file ciitti <d' thinking that abuse of constituted mitbo- 
“ity is synonvmous with |ki 1 riot i.sm and lolltiwing upon Oim iiiftml 
»rror, it is oidv tthi easy t/> raist- up tin* fortes ot disorder. TIjim’’ need 
lot di^e \erv deep into hisfoiv, T1ie\ will find the whole pfottpsH set 

>ut iM'fnre their eyes in Russia at the pieH<*nt lime. Rut let me beg 

if them with all the jiowei w'bich I < an (ommaiid not to forget that 
ivhen once tin* forces t.f disord<*r are tliorougfily roused, they will tiinl 
dieniselves tpiite incafiahh* of contHilIing tliem Mr. GnrifUii himself 
s dfstoveiiag fhis eternal truth at the preH<,*nt moment. Tie publicly 
idmits that ha has Ikm*!) more instrumental than any f)thei in hiiugirig 
nto Ijeing a Rpiril of revolt. Ami what is he doing now'? me 

|Uote his own words: — ** The S ir a rnjf that I have witnes»<*d during the 
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last two days has stunk in my nostrils ” I* invite 

my ft^llow-workers to make teaseless efforts to rejfaii> control over the 
turbulent elements.” Will his fellow-workers listen to him? Anff 
if tliey ^o, will they succeed in laying the spirit of evil that they 
have raised uf)? Mr. Gandhi confesses that he found the crowd in 
Bombay bent upon mischief and destniction, and unwillinj^ Ho listen 
even to him. ” W^ilh non-violence on our lips,” he says, ** we have 
teiTorised those who have differed from us and in so doin^ we have 
d(‘nied our God.” Let us at least be tliankful for this, that 
Mr. Gandhi has at last realiHe<l tliat whicli from bitter experieiiae many 
have lonj' know'ii, namely, that to talk of non-violence in connection 
with non-co-oj^ration is a pitfful travesty of language. Dare we 
ho|M‘ that he lyay yet Im* brought to realise that the salvation of this 
(iountry lies in cp-o|s‘ration lather tl»an in anta^ronism and in j^oo<l- 
will rather than in hutr(‘d! We cannot tell, \ve can only^'pray rever- 
ently and «*a»’neslly to God .Mnnj^hty that this may 1 k‘ so. In the 
meantinn* with a full knowled^'-e oi the dan^»’er with which society is 
faced u\.d with a full sense of my resjKmsibilily as head of the admini- 
stration in Ben^nil, L make this appeal to the members of tlio 
Gouncil and through them to all who desire to see Ben^^al marcliinjf 
in orderly pro^^ress to that j?oal which is already in sif^^ht, to ran^^e 
themselv(;s whole-h<‘artedIy on the side of liberty for the indi\idmil and 
law and order for all and to join hands cordially woth Government in 
H^'-litin^’- InwlessTK'^s and s(*dition. 'I’Ik* time has come wIkoi men have 
^^-ot to come dow'ii on one snh* of th(‘ f(*nce or tin* other. Thosi' who 
aic not on the snh* ot law ami order are (m the side oh evolution; 
and revolution trieans anarchy. The Government of Beti^jfal will not 
hesitate to make use of all the jiowers which it possesses to (]uell dis- 
order and to secuie to the jH‘ople libeit\ to proc'eed |S‘acetullv about 
their lawful avocatiims. And if it finds that [xiuers o\er and alxive 
tho.se which it ]s>ss(*SHes an* m‘ces,sary to enable it to achieve tl?is ]»ur- 
js>se, it w'ill not hcNitati' to ask for thorn. With the w'hole-hearted 
and active snpjsirt of the law-abidinjjf public |H‘m*e and propress (‘an l>e 
restored. And it is to you. tin* freely elected and duly aceredited 
roi>re.sentutives of thi* |M*o}d('. that I look to take the lead in orpanising 
the public to stern the tide of tyranny whieb it is soiipht io iniiK)»e 
U|K>n |heni and bi save their motherland fi*om the jKissibility of disaster. 
1 know that such an apiieal eannot la* in vain. 

ITis E\cel](*ncy the Governor then left the Chamber preceded by the 
TIoirble the 1‘resident. 

The Deputy-President then Lmk the Chair. 
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Oaths* 

The*following nierul)ers niiule au oath of their allegiaiiee U) the 
glrown : — 

Mr. H. L. SlEPIIKNSON. • 

Majqr-Okneral W. II. H. fioniNsoN. 

, Mr. H. P. 1)v V.U.. 

Mr. S. W. (rOODF. 

Mr. C. Ai>iAms-\Vii.i.iams 

LrtUTKNANT-C’oi.ONKl. ('. I) M. IllNOirV, 

o 

Certificates under Section 72 D (2) of the Government of India Act. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Kerr);j II aeeordanet' with the pio\isinTis of ‘-taiukiig onlei No'! 71. 
I lH*g to la\ on the table a .stattnnt'nt >ho\\ ing th(‘ a< tion taken liv His 
Kxcelleney the (iovtoiior since th(‘ last meeting of this (’onncil in 
regaul to c(Mtain grants ho li \ven‘ leinsjal hy this (\mncil. Tin* tiisl 
IS a small sum of Hs. ‘K'ltttl which His K\cellenc> has ci^t ifictil '1’is being' 
necessary in ( onnection vsith the closing up (ff the ojvrations relating 
to the jiaitition of tlu‘ M\niensingh district. The second relates to an 
(‘XiHUulitui e of Ks. 1 ,(13,b0r) which is ivq'iiinal for th(‘ paynu'nl of <'harges 
for w^uks done and liabilitu's incurrml in ri‘s]><*ct of tin' •residence 
for tlu‘ (’hief Justice, th(‘ woik <»n wliiih wa.s stoj^ied on tlu‘ reiusal 
of the la-gislatne ('ouncil to vote a grant for the jmijKisi* 


PaUTITJON «U .M V Ml VslSUll DfSlItlCT 

I’nder proviso (h) to section of tlio (ioveinniont oi India ;\ct I ln od»\ 

aiithoiisi*, as a case of enieimnny. tin- <• \ jieiKlit tin* td Its d.llOO tHiip«<-, 

four tliULisand and three liundiet! onl\ l w hn li i*. loMossary for the pa>tneii( due 

tor th^ months of May, .June, July. .\ujj;ust, Septiouher , and Ortoher, of 

the salaries aiul alhmanees of the oUieeisi and <*Htahlishuieiit ein|dev<Mi on the 
works of tlio jiartitiou of Mytuen^sinKh Piatrnt and to the contiujient ex|Mniditure 
connected with the Public Works Deparlntenf offious contiolling these works 

KONAbDSHAY, 

(iitrrrnoT of Itrnu'il 

The flit ^pptrmher, 1921 

HkSIOFM'K Fill! TIIR (’HIRF Jl STH’K 

Under provis<J (b) to aoction i){ the (I«»vemment of India Aft, I hereby 

authorise, as a ease of emerj;en<-y. the exjMuiditure of Its 1 ,U.'t which ih nec<*H> 
aary for the payment of charijes for work flone and *fi:ihiiitieK irwurred in resjan t 
of the residence of the Chief Justiie of the^ HikIi C<»urt of .Indicjiture at Fort 
William in Ik'ngal. the work having: Immui stop|M-d m tlie refusal of the 1^'jfis- 
Lative Council to vote a grant f<ir the puri¥>se 

RONALDHHAY, 
Governor of B^noal 

The fSrd September, 19tl 
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Appoffrtmcnt of Panel of Chairmen. 

The DEPUTY^PRESIOENT (Babu Surendra Nath Ray): In accord- 

with IIk* provisions of' Rule 1 ] of ihe Hengal TiOf'islative Omiiici! 
Ruins, 1^120, fli(* I* icsidcnf h.'is nominated fhe following iiieinl)ers of 
('oUnnil tf) fornj a ]>an(‘l of four ('hairnien, namely: — ^ 

Sir Asulosli f’liaudlniri, 

Mr. R, M. Wafsoti-Smyil), 

Rai Radlia Cliaian Pal Raiiadur, .and 
Maulvi A. K. I'azl-ul Hatj. 


Unless otlici w iso. aiianfit'd, llic soiiior mtunltoi amtin^ nu-m m 

the al)o\o oidoi, will juosido ovoi the doliluuations of tliis (’oum il iti 
tiu' ahst'iioo (A flH‘ PiosidtMjf am! <lu‘ Dt^puly-ProsidoTil , 


The Royal Visit. 

Leftrr of tii'lnoivlefhjvieni jrov) the SerTrtnr)f, Judicial and 
Piihhr hrjKirlincni, India (Office, ]V liitrhaU, 

(, 1 am also fo Kanl out tlu' follo\vin<r letter leoeived 1»\ tin* Stu iotarv 

lo flio Uouricil Imm tlu' Soorofarv, .ludnial and Public Jbvoai tnuuit, 
India (Ulico. W'iiiltdiall. liondon, tlaUal the JSth NoNtMulioi. U)21 : — 


< ( 


Sin, 


Willi roftMtuico to tbo Dt'spattdi No. 1-Ti., dated the bth September 
last from His Exeelloncx tlu* (fovorno? in Council, J am (ljiect(‘(l to 
ijiform you that tlu* resolution passed b\ the Ren^'“al la'j.rlslative (^)un- 
cil on tlu* 2!fth Au^nist last, »*Nj)ressin^ jjiatitude foi tlu* exiK'cted 
visit of Ills Ro\al Hi<;hiu‘ss the Primt* of Wal<*s to India next cold 
weatlu*!. has bet*n laid b(‘fore His Maj<‘sty the King:. 


I ftna, Sir, 

Your ol>edieiit servant, 

V. r).\WSON, 
for Secretary, 

Judicial and Puhhc Department J* 
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(to wl^ph^orsl answers were given). 

Uniforms to peon^of Honmry Magistrates. 

M. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: ia) Will the 

ITon’ble the M(‘iii)>er in chaii^e of the Dt'imi i ment of Kiiianet* he })lejiseil 
to state the nayies of distriet.s in tins Ihe^ideiiev uln*ie tlu* jX'ons or 
oiderlies of Ifonoravv ^^afrl^trate^ are piovuhMl with uiutorin^ at tlov- 
erinnent cost ? 

{h) Is it a fait that in ‘^onie ilistricts they aie not supi>llt'<] at the 
]Hih1ie (‘Xpeii'^e 

(e) AVilI th(‘ llon’hh* the ^leiiihei 1 m* jileasod to^state tln‘ reasons 
for the (lii^erent ial t rimtinent 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: u ]‘ahiia, ‘.M-Pai i^’anas. 

Nailia, Khulna, lI(H^'‘hl.\, Jlnrduan, MKlna}»on>. Haijivina^ Varidpur, 
llalcai^unj and Noakhali. i 

Ye>. 

(e) Honorary ]5daffisirat,e.s ar<‘ not actually .inent joned in i laiise (IT'l 
of [laraj^raph 1 Hi ot tlie Benj^al Tica.sniN ^lanual. uhu h \s the rule 
^overnnif:^ the ''Op]'l\ of hviuaes to penn.s and this niliA,has lu'cn difl'en'iitlN 
inteipieled in \uUolJs distncts. In some distmts. no spet ial pi'oUM 
are atta^hej to the louit ol llonoraiv Mugl^it i all's, hut tin* \s oi k is dont' 
hy peons of the Magistrate's othce on Bench da\s ^ 


Philosophy course in the Chittagong College. 

Ml. Rai UPENQRA LAL RAY Bahadur: Will the Hon hh tin 

Minister in chaige the Department ol Ivhnatnni he jdeased to 
state — 

(t) whether aflihation in IMniosopliv for tlie B A pass standard 
• in tho Plnttagong ('ollege has heen sanetnoied fiom the 
current se^Mion ; 

(z’^l how mftny students j)a>sed the I.A. Examination in f/ogU' from 
the Chittagong College last year; 

(in) how many students applied for taking uji the Bhilosoidiv course 
in the Chittagong f’ollege ^liis year ami with what result ; 

(tr) whether a professor has }K*en apisjintetl to teach Philosojihy in 
the said college; and 

(t?) if not, from what date is it projwjsed to appoint such a j>ro- 
fessor ? 
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MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr^ P, Ct Mitter): (i) li hais been so sanctioned. 

(n) Thirty-three. 

(Hi) Twenty-three. Of 15 students decided to take another 

subject and were admitted. ' 


(iv) No professor has been ap{)ointed as no budget provision exists 
for the appointment. 

(v) It is inboided to include provision in the budget for next year, 
and, if it is passed, to ai)point a j)rofessor with effect from the beginning 

Of the next ('ollege year. 


Babu ANN ADA CHARAN DUTTA: Will the Hon Ole the Minister 
be p] eased to stati' on what minimum montiily initial j)ay a Professor in 
l*hilosoph> for tlie Cliittagung College may Is* ai)]>ointed ? 

The Hori’bie Mr. P. C. MITTER: 1 do not like to make any state- 
ment at this stage. 


Roads maintained by district boards in the 
Rajshahi Division. 

Mil. Babu J0CE8H CHANDRA 8ARKAR: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Ministi*! in charge <d tin* Dcjiartment of 
iCocal S<‘lf-( tov(>i nmeiit he pleased to state the animal cost of 
maintenance p<T mile of hutchn roads bv tin* different distii^t boards in 
the Uajshahi Ditision? 

(h) Will tlie Hon’hle the Minister be ])h*ased to state the mileage 
of roads maintained by the district boaids of ]len| 4 al within urhan areas, 
ami also nhcthor tlie.se roads arc excluded from the municipal areas, 
but <'leam‘d and lighted ])\ the municipaliti(‘s 

(c) Are the Government considering the feasibility of directing the 
district boards to contribute the actual cost of maintenance of .such 
roads to the respective imiTiicii)alitie8? 

(d) Is the Hori’bh* the Minister aware that at present there Is a con- 
flict of jurisdiction? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what steps are 
take,n by (bnernment to ensure the keeping of sufficient waterways in 
the const rui t ion of roadh b\ tlie district and local boards and also by 
the railway administrations? 

MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea); (a) A 

statement (T) is laid on the table. 

(5) A statement (II) is laid on the table. 
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(c) ’Government do not propose to interfere the manner suggested 
in the question. 

^ (d) The Chairman of the 24-rarganas rei>orta that sometimes differ- 

ences arise about proprietary rights ov#r roadside lands, the* fruit of 
tress, etc. The Cliairman of the Pabna district board rejx>rts tluit 
there is *a conflict of jurisdiction in respect of a length of 5 miles 2 
furlongs 119 yards l\ing within municipat limits wbit-h is maintained 
by the disti’ici boaid. No ot].i‘r distiict liourd reports an\ confiici of 
juiisdiction. • 

(c) far as the district and local Imard roads are coiua'rned, this is 
a matter for the local bodies (lovmiiim'ut ])n>p()se to address dis- 
tnet boards on iLc subject. In regard to na\igable \n .i(<'rvva_\ s which 
arc to be crossed bv a line of railwa\, sutlieiencv of watefway is semired 
by tin' obs^i\aiico of th(‘ rules juomulgated with ( lov’^unment of fiidia 
(Railway Board’s) Icttf^r No. 05 ]’-!<), dated 9id I Vbruaiy, IJ>19, of uhn h 
a copy is laid on tin' tabhv In other cas<*s tin' ahgnnieiffs of proi«)sed 
railways are carefull\' e.Miiiinn'd b;. tin' local otlict'is with reference 
to tin' sutliciency or (itlieiwise 'd wat(*i\va\s, and the •liO(;ul jovern- 
nieiit’s opinion is cmumiinicatcd to tin* Railuaf Hoard for considei ation 
bi'fore the ]iToji'ct is snnctioi.(*d 


The lailwav s iia\(* been aihbessod on the suhjeet by the lau al Self- 
( io^ e?niin*nt Ih'jiartmenl in a < i!rular No. 2504-2579 IMl., dated the 
loth August, 1921, of \Oinh a cojn is laid on the t%l)le. 


Si \ I hMKM’ 1 

Sluju iny the anuuiil cast of imuntcnanrv per mile of kutcha rotu/s m the 
several district hoards of tin l{ajshaln Ihvisum, n fared to in the 
r^dy to clause la) of starred tfucsfion ,\ n. II/. 


N^nipof dstrict 
lK>«r«l. 

A iiijiUkl tMkut ii( iiininl4<rini«(V' 

|>«r of tutcha KMd 

UajHiialii 

. . l)i-trn t roa l, In liO.” 

Villtig* lo.iil, liH ‘22. 

Dinajpur 

... Oh .'{C, t 

Jalpai>j,uri 

... HI 

lUn^rpur 

Hh. 3 1 (avi-nig' ) 

Bogra 

roa'I, Ith. Hi. 
\^liftgc road, rta. 17 . 

Patuia 

.. * ... kh. 28 (averng*:) 

Malda 

I)iKtri( t road, lU. 79 
Villagn road iin 29. 

• IncludM I'-'T r**'*%ir* »r»fl eulTrr> »fi<l Irwjuv Iwn ilunjffcinw* on U>«> r.>«il. 

t lodudca patty repaln to bridgw^ * 
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Shounng the inileage of roadn maintnined by district boards within 
urban arms referred, to in the reply to clause (b) of starred question 
No. 111. 


NauM of (llHtru't 
fjoard 

UiloaitMof roadfl mftfn- 
taliiwl by dlRtrlct 
Umrd!* Mrithin urban 
*r«a» aro ! 

('Zidiidi'd from muni' j 
ci{Ml iimlUl. ' 

road-t main- 
tuliHMl by dlffrirt 
boards with 111 arbun 
aroiui whit'll an* imt 
t'X<*luil«‘d from luuiii- 
cipal hfflitt. 

Whether or not oWned by 
rnunicipalitj. 

1 

1 

" 1 

" 2 i 

I . ' 

1 

1 

_ 

i < 

lJunlwHil 

Nil ' 

i 

.3*6 milcH 1 

!• ' 

Cleaned and liglitod hy- 
1 niiiiiicijinlitieH exiopt for 

1 2 fiirl(>o|pi. 

Diihliuiii ... 

; Nil 

Al*f>iit 6 uiilfB 

j Cleaned and lighted hy 

1 miinieipality. 

IJaiikiiru ' 

i Nil 

j 

7 37 iinlf.s 

} Clt'aned and lighted i>y 

1 iiiunidpality. 


' Nil 

i;}*r >-2 „ 

1 *25 niiloa lighted hy the 
! Midnapnre niuniei|)ality. 




, 3*37 miles eh'iitied und light- 
etl hy the Tamhik niuniei- 
palit \ . 




h miles ligMed .find partly 
eleuiit'ti h\ the Chatal 
ujiiiin ipulity 




h'l miles partly lighted and 
< leauetl hy Kliirpai and 
Chaiehakona imiine^miities. 


1 unit 

( 

1 

Nil 

Lighteti liN miiiiicipalitv at 
tie eoat of the distriet 
hoard, 

24*l*uri;iui«H 

, Nil 

, Gf) union 

Cleaned and lighted hy 
miimeifiality. 

Ntttliu 

Nil 

1 

M>niit tiiiii'rt 

Half a mile is lighteil hut 
not eleaned hy iniuiiui- 
pahlv. 

.Ie»nwr« ^ ... 

! Nil 

i 

3-r. unit's 

Cleaned and lighted hy mnni- 
eipality. 

Khiiliin 

4‘7r» niilt'^ 

Nil 

nil to. 

MylUcn^‘lnJ;h 

•27 

Nil 

Ditto. 

Ertnipiir 

Nil 

5*75 nnlfH 

Ditto. 
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laai."] 


t 


ttaiar* oPdiftirict 
board- 

Mifeag* of road umiu- 
taiDOd b> district 
bofo-di wiibiii 

whii'li »ro. 

i-xchidwl fratii luuul- 
ci[«.l hmito. 

MikMkgv of road» main- 
UlmMS by dintrirt 
tMMinU witliiu urhiiu 
an^ \»l»Kh arv luii 
f>xchi<k'd fuim luuiii- 
< l|Wl ^ 

\\ h llwr or i»ol bf 

iiiutiu'UwtUy. 

» 


a 

3 

* 

Bakurj^anj 

2(1 luilf H *• 

Nil 

Portion.^ of thesf* rodtln 1> ii»g 
\\ ilhii* t‘*\' UK propel ure 
f'leaneil aiul li^hleil h\ 
uiunii )pulltle^. 

Chiitapon^^ 

Xil 

* 

1 25 lotlea 

tl^niied nml lii^liled h^ 
iniuiKii'iility. 

Tippera 

Nil 

d-68 ,. 

Ditto 

Nffakhali * ... 

-VL 

4 fifi mih B 

Ditto. 

liujehuhi ... 

7 125 

Nil 

rtitto. 

Ihu.ijput 

1 

N 1 

DUto^ 

J.ilpni|;uri 

7 57 iiiIlcH 

Nil 

tlemu'd ami ii)^hti'l hy 

iiHiiiit ipatity. 

ll)in;4pur 

If, 1 

Nil 

Dittfi 

Uo^'^r.i 

1 5 

Nil 

Ditto. 

Ih.hna 

2 7'' 

',2 iiiilf s 

('l«aiii<l by iniiim ipahty. 
l-ijrht» '1 j» irt 1 \ by mu i.n i 
p.vhty aii‘1 partly by the 
dl-tt 1* tl'o.iirl 

Mul.lu 

Nil 

1 .5 

Ihttfl 

ToLuI 

1 1 i.i null > 

1.',; .hi mile 



— No rii*«ls w itSin wrUi'j ur m .tm tiio 1 l-v i (.* ' 1 1 tt 1 1< l uf )«ml M nr loUhofl 


f.rtti r tfjfttni hi ni t fn i^phl < hiuHv (i ) of xtdrrtd cjur\t mn Nf>. HI. 

No I* -It ., Simla tli<* .*irtl Kr lini.ti \ . I'M'j 

From W H to tin (»oW'riiin«*Mt of IikIui, 

Hjtilv^.iv i>«'}Mrl no nt (fiailwax iioard;, 

To Tin* St<r<-tar> lo tlo- (iovorniinmt <*f INilihr W'orku (Uailway) 

lK‘partim*nt ^ 

Willi n f<*n‘n(’f to th** r oi r *- \%it|i M*ur lott^T N<i 5220 I , 

the 7th-27th Nom'HiIhm , liil7, ret-mniini; the pritu nih"* U» U* ohH«*rv«Kl iti future in 
determining the fieadww\s un<l wuterwayn t<» U- )iio\k1<h 1 nmler r»*lwa.> hniinen 
iiver nH\ liable ehanneh*. in A>‘Hanj iiui Henjial, T arn <iirrf te<l to hiiy that tl»e (Jovern- 
ment Itidm accN-pt nenerallv the ref »uniru*ndatioriH of the r^inforenee whiefi wn>» held 
tn Calcutta <ui the* 17th Sepu-inUT. 1017 to ef»nHiih r the MitOieKtifiru rnafje hv the 
Hallway IViard m their letter No t^j I* -16, vWfbil the 2.*ilh May. 1017. on the uuhiect ; 


[21st No\ 


20, QUESTIONS. 

and after considering the remarks offered thereon bj the Goeemment of Benga 
ariiJ the Afifiam aclnnimtrntion, the Government of India are of opinion that the rule 
contained in the enclosure to this letter will reasonably safeguard the interest 
of the steamer companies and of railways. 

2. 1 am accordingly to request that, if His Excellency the Governor in Cound 
wes no objection, tlie principles embodied in these rules may be observed ii 
future in fixing the headways and spang for railway bridges over the waterway 
of Bengal. 


luiM embodying the principles to be observed in determining the headways am 
waterways under railway bridges over navigable channels in Assam and Bengal. 

‘n tlie case of rivers on which steamer services are alreariy established, full provi 
Sion should ho made for thestj services by the railw^. lU'asonahlc provision should 
also be made at. railway cost for any development of river traffic that can bo showi 
to bo definitely in sight when the ctjustruction of a railway is taken in hand. 

2 In the case ol rivers wdiich are navigable hut^which have not hitherto beer 
M'l ved by sU.ai^ers, the railways should not be called ui>on to jirovide greater head 
ways or wider s|tans than are necessary for the passing of flood water and eountrj 
boats ol the hugest size among those which hahitually use tlie stream unless tho 
Kt(*ainer eo.npuftifl's can show that there is a genuine prasjiect of river services boinja 
opened within a reasimahle f/oriod and that such services are required in tin* publii 
interoBt, What is a genuine prospect and what is a reawinable jieriod are questions 
of fai'ts to ho decided in each ca.se us it arises 

.3. Ah regards rivers which are unsuitable for steamer trathc, railways should 
not be nsjuired to provide any facilities foj steamer sei\i((‘s, since j.OHSihle imjirovtv 
nieiits HI tho future, must be iniivly hy(Mi(iietieal Whether a river is suitable or 
uUHuittihh* for navigation sliould Ih‘ dec ided by the laxal (Jov ('riinient after hearing 
the steamer conipanies and the railway rsmceriied. 

4 In all cases, other than those mentioned in dauses 1 and 2, Ifetea.ner compa- 
nies should provide the wdiole or such ixirtiun, as thi' Gov(‘rnnieiil of India mB\ in 
each ca.s(' determine, of the additional cost of any increase of span or headway whnh 
they desire sliould la* provided and which is not no<-essar\ for the purjKises of the 
railway 

h Headwav.s should generally be calculated alaoe tin* normal high floed lev'el, 
taking, if iKis.sihle. an average of not le.s.s tlmn ten years’ reiordid high flood levels 
(i In fixing headway.s it must b<‘ rememl)eivd that if railways are required 
to make bridge.s high enough te pass all established .steamer traffic, steamer com- 
[lames, on their part, should reasonably lie exjM'eted to adopt a suitable type of 
steamer with clipping funnels, kept as low above vtater level as [wssible, so as not 
to rai.se the cost of bridges unnec'essanly. It is eonsid.-red that the standard types of 
steamer, nsjuinng headways as detailed bc*lov» , will be .suitable for all kinds of 
river traflic 

14 fwt 

,, 

28 „ 

Sd 

M 

over 40 ,, (with the previous iipj>roval of the lA)cal Government). 

With the steamers clasaifitHl thus, it will merely be mwssary, in order to det«r- 
mine what headway should be pnnidcxf over a river ui any given ease to dedde for 
what partietilar tyjK* of stt'amor the bAage should be eonstnict^d. 
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• 7. If the cost of providing; the required headway should pmve excessive, lifting 

or swin^bridges may be substituted for fixed spans. In that case provision* must 
)e made for opening the movable sj^n at reasonable mtervaU so as not to obstruct 
?iie steamer traffic unnecessarily. ^ 

8 Provision should be* made for ^country toat traffic ui tlic • ase of all rivers, 
• on which country boats ply or it is jwsa’ble for them to ply. * 

9. In regard to the waU*rway to be proxuled, m any gi\en case, provisum 
should be made for siwins of width sufficient to pass steaincrH with tuo Hats 
alongside in the case of large rivers and steamers with one Hat alongside in the 
case of smaller nvt^s. 

10. f)i8putoH or differetues of opinion iii partii-nlar cases sluniUl bt' settled 
in reH|H‘<t of eaih case by the Loinl (io\einmeut after t«'fcren«'t», it rtHpiirtKl, to 
a local committee representati\ e of nil interests and presided over hy the Com* 
riiissioner of the Divi'iion or valley conteriUHi 


('ncuhir referred to tn ti\e reply to clause (e) of starred question No. 111. 


Circular Nos ‘25(Vl-257f> P H., dattnl Cahutta, th*' 10th August, 1921. 


From — L S. S Fho , ( i k . i.c h . Si'cretarv to* the ^ItlSrernment 

of IkMigal, Lo< ul S<‘lt-(iov crnnicnt Dcpartti^uit , 

To (1) The Agent, East Indian Railway, I he Agiuit. Kastern iUmgal 
Railway, (d) The Agent, Hengal-Nagpur Railway, (1) The Agent, 
Assam-lk'iigul Hailwav . (Tvi '1 he Managing Agent, Ahmadpur-Katwn 
Railway (Vniipany , (i\) The Managing Agent, Harasot'Rasirhat Light 
Railway, (7) The Managing Agent, Huidwan-Katwa Railway; fH) The 
Managing Agent, Ilowrah-Arnta Light Railwa.^, (9) Tlu‘ Managing 
Agent. How rah-Sheakhala Inglit Railway. (lO) The Managing Agent, 
Jgssorc-J heiiidah Railway, (II) The Managing Agent, Kaiighat-Kults 
Railwav, ( 12 ) The Muuugei an<l Engineer, Ikmgal J)iiiirH Riiilway ; 
(Id) Th<* Manager and KngintMT, Itengal Provincial Railway; (14) The 
(lenei a 1 Ma linger. Darjeeling-Himalayun Railway; (ITi) TTu' (Jeneral 
Manager. Durjceling-Hiinalavan ExUuisions , (IH) ('bnirinun, (Uilcuita 
I’ort Cominishioner.s 


I am direeUnl to unite youi utU»ntion to the following rei'ominendations made 


Tar Mon'iii.k .siu "i iik\ 
DMA Nath lusKHjtSA, Kf 
V tnUOr-lH eh/arge 


h> Lieutenant-Odonel W W (Ti'tneHha, ( I K., i M.a , Inti' 
Sanitary (.k)inmu*a.oiu*r with the ((overnment of India 


“ Within the last deeade, the srietK e of epufionioliigy and preventio* incHiieme 
have ninile enormous strides Much c»f the work that has lj4*<‘n df>no is naturally 
not know'n«lo railway and irrigation authorities am! othei large einployeis of hibijur, 
but the time has now itime w h(>n cfMirdiiiation Iwtweeii these and tho Banitary 
IVjmrtment is prcHiuuinentlv desirable 1 consider that the Ix'st way of alLuning 
this ohjcet Will la* as follows -- 


<l) As wsm as the Railway Hoard have decided construct any ^airtion of 
a line and have de<uh*<i on th»* route to followwl, information shall 
be given by the Railway Administr^iion U> the IxH'al (Government <*on- 
r<*rned who will arrange to rtirivene a or»mnnttee consisting of — 

(i) Sanitary Commissioner of the Provine#*, 

(ii) Chief Medw al Offii^er of the Railway Oimfmnj* ; 

(ill) Chief Engineer of the Railway who is to carry out the construe* 
lion work ; • 

(ir) Chief Engineer, Irrigation iJepartment, of the Province; 
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( 1 ') CoiumisBioner of the Division through which the railway travels or 
. Collector of the district and the Civil Surgeon as may b« thought 

desirable j and 

(vi) The Malaria li<*8o%ffh Officer of the Province. 

,(2) 1’liis (Jominittee will meet, make a study of the routes along which the line 
is to be constnicU'd and will carefully investigate the following iioints: 
(they will record their opinion and will rejxirt to the Railway Hoard, and, 
if neci'ssary, to the lx>fal Government) — 

(a) The geiH'ral health conditions of the country ^through which the 
line tiuvelH particularly as regards nialaiia. 

(h) The Medical staff that will be required in order to supervise the 
medical and preventive arrangements for the construction of the 
line. 

(c) To locate the plae<*H where hospital aeeoinmodation shall be provided. 
(il) As far as is praetieable to suggest to the Hallway Company whore 
lalxiur eanqiH should la* arranged and Mhat locailities to avoid. 

(c)< T«» advise the Railway (Jompariy as to the best sources of W'ater- 
siipply lor tlu* laloiir forces 

'•xiv (/) ^ Kngineer, irrigation Depai trneiit, m (onsultation with 

the Railway Kngineers, will ileal wiili the subject of the interfer* 
cnee with natural drainage that might bt* caused by the railway 
endianknietits 

(f/) Till* Committee will also, with the ht'lp of the Malaria Jteseareh 
* Oflieer, study the subject of the influeiuo of horrow-pits on nalaria 
ol the district and will make siuh suggestions as circ urnslarn es 
(leninnd 

(//) Some nu'iulwrs ol llie Ounmitlee. }>ieli‘ruhly the Malaiia Research 
Oflner and the Sanitar.\ CominisMoner, will jK‘ripdnally insjiect 
tt,ie line to see tliat the health (onditions of the lalxuir foiee are 
satisfaitory and t(» make any rei-oimneiulations that i ireumstanees 
demand 

{ 1 } To advise what villages in the neighUnii liood are hkelv to be centres 
of spread of disease and to j»r«»v ide for the n*gnlnr inspection uiul 
iiiiproveinenf of these 

(.1) In case of any diftii ultv the Sanitarv Coinniissioner of the Government 
of India may 1 m' < ailed u|H)n to meet the Committee and to decide any 
jMunl.” 

CVilouel (’U'lruvsha added — 

“ The mam laiint of these suggest mns is to obtain all jwsBiblo assistance from 
liocal (Jovernments in helping the Railway ('onstriK tion engineers with the soundest 
advice on the health (Minditions they will liave to nunt during their construction 
ojM'rntioiis 

2. With reterenee to tliese rei'onimeiulat ions the Government of India 
remarkeil 

“ The suggestion for the appointment of a committee wdien railway and other 
laige piihln works are taken in hand has the approval of the Government of India. 
I'he institution ol the Cormintti has lietm cnticistHl by several Railway Admin- 
istrations ns Iwmg t<Hi elaborate This, how’ever, is a matter of detail, and the 
Government of liulm would leave it to the Cotal Governments, when they receive 
intimation that railway opt^rations oi other large public works are imminent, to 
settle in each rase, in ijisultation with the authorities concerned, the constitution 
«and the funetioiis of the Committee.” 
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km re^ardB paragraph 2 (/) of Colonel Clomeaha’s note the Gurernnient of Jlndia 
remarked ; — ^ 

* It is generally agreed that the arater^logg^ig in certnin areas *s clpe to the 
interruptions of the natural flow of water by enibanknients, canals, etc., which 
• are insuflBcjently provided with waterways and that by such water-logging Both 
the health of the people and. in lertuin large tracts t>f count ly, the pnuluclivily 
of the soil are prejudicially affected K\iry endeu\ our siiould be made to s€h» 
that natural drainage is not imjveded, and that where it in alreaily iinjKHied such 
inii>ediment8 should* be removed This is one of the |sunts which the Sniiitary 
Commissioner has indicated as requiring attention when a «iew line is under 
consideration, but iKiually when the question is one of Jthi* lemoval of existing 
im|xHliment8 to drainage, the bi'st results will be st'curtHl by tJoiiBultation and 
discussion between the \ arums lyterests i-oinvnusl 

3 1 am to invite your siH'cial atteiitum to these* remarks an tf to recjiiesl that 

information may lie sent to this (lepurtnieiit when any iu*w wtirlts are undertaken. 


Malaria in ManikganJ. 

•IV. Dr. A. 8UH8AWARDY: Has the att<^iiio»-f>f the 

Hon’lilt* th(‘ ^finistt‘r in iliaige <d tin* Depaflnient oT Local Self- 
( ioverniiK'nt btu'ii drawn to tin* deplorable condition of Maiiikganj tint* 
to the st'ourge of malaria?' 

(/>)*Tf *' 0 . will tin* Hon’bb* tin' Mniistei state w bat Hteps, if aiiy» 
ha\e been taken to mitigate the snfTeiings of tbe people cauaed by 
malaria ? 

fha H#n*ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) (iovern- 
iiK'Hl ar(‘ aw'jiie that tbe Maiiikganj subdivi.sion i.s infm’t^d with malaria 
ami that tlien* w as an ejiidi'mie this yeai . 

(h) Medical relief is provided l)\ the Distnet Hoard maintaining 
SIX dmi^nsanes and aiding one The Hoard also maintains a HuhsidiHed 
doitor in the tibeor union witbin the subdivision, ami enijdo\N a Himi- 
tat ion party consisting of ‘20 coolies and a siiperv isoi for di.miifert mg 
tanks and welbs and elearing jungles No sv.stematn* anti-malarial 
oiM^rations have yet been nmlertakeu b\ the Ifoaid In eonneetioii with 
the epidemic of this \ear ( iov(*riiim*nt made a grant of Us 1,07.0 for 
the free supply of (luinine and medii-incs m addition tfi the usual 
annual grant made to the District Hoaid foi tire free supply of <iuinine 
and it de]uited three Sub-Assistant Surgr-ons to work for H monlh.s in 
the averted area. Tt mav be added that the Minister while he was in 
Dac.a in August last, instructed the AssistanH Director of Piihlic 
Health stationed there to make a H|K.ei;il inquiry and report upon the 
.prevalence of malarial fever in the Manikgani subdivision 

Muhammadan members in local bodies. 

•V. Mautvi HAMIO-UD-DIM KHAN: Will the Hon ble the 

minister in charge of the Department of I.oral f^lf-Government be 

C 1 



2i 


QUESTIONS. 


[lilST Nov. 


pleaf-ed to say what is the proportion of nominated Mussalms^ mem- 
bers in the [»resent union boards, local boards, district boards and 
other selt-j^overning l)odies in<*he Itajshahi division? 

The Hon'ble Sir 8URENDRA MATH BANERJEA; A statement 
is laid on the table. 

Maulvi A. H. M. WAZIR ALI; Will the Ilon’ble the Minister l)e 
pleased to state if the jxMcentage of Muhammadans oh this Local Self- 
Goveiiiin^ llody is adequate? 

The Hon'ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: It is an expres- 
sion of o|)inion winch I am asked to imtke and I do not think that we 
are. calh'd upon to ^^ive .in exi>ression of opinion in this Council. 

Staffnifint rr/errcd tu in thr rci>i\j to starreit ijursfion \n. tihotvinf/ 
thf! /trnpd) tion of noinmatert Musmtmnn niem/o rs ni union honrd^s 
looqj^hoards, (hstnrl hoards and other self-<jovrrning bodies in the 
distnrts in the liajshahi Dirision. 


l.iMol iKxlir*. 

Total niirntvT of 
nominated 
mcuiltcni. 

Ntimt)cr of oo- 
rnlnairtl Mnham- 
iiiadan n>rnit>rrx 

lVriviriti).'r of 
iiorninatcil Mu* 
hamrna4laiH 
totalji>mil>rr 
nornin.^lrd 

Ha.ISIIAIU — 




District IViai'l 

... 1 n 

.« ■ 

27 2 

Sadiir liHi 111 Uoartl 

1 

... ! h 

4 

HO 

Nftioi 

... i 4 

1 

2:> 

Nuiigtuui 

4 


'!b 

Hntnpiir ItHaiia Miinicipnlity 

... ‘ 7 

a 

42 8 

Nater 

... 6 

2 

33 f 

I’litliia Unum t ominitttT 

... ; H 

1 

, . .33 3 

Taln'ipm 

... 1 3 

1 

33 3 

.\iaiii V 

3 

1 

333 

(lO'lHgun ,, 

3 

j 

1 

33*3 

i 

DlNAJl’l’K— 



1 

) 

I 

DialiM t UoArd 


2 

! 22-2 

Sadar Loc.il Ht>ard 

10(a) 

^ (h) 

i 

30 


(•\Four ondw •wion lO nl Art III of iMA 
(MTwt» undrr wrUon 10 of Act ill of 1M4. 
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Locttl tiodlot 


Dinajpl^r — 

Thakiir^oan Locnl Boaid 
Bttlnr^'hat ,, 

Piimipur Muuutpalit y 


Total iiuuibor of 
I uomluattHl 
ttM*nib«n». 


6 

f»(r) 


NuniU r of no- 
miu»t*id UuliMtn 
itmdan 


I'tToriitaift' of 
uotiaii»(<td Mu* 
hantnuMttix to 
total iiunilwr 


40 

4 ‘2 >“ 


JaI PAl-JURI — 

Loral Boanl al Altpur lUinr- 
UiHlrK-l Board 

JalpuiKiiri Monuipalitv •... 



BaS'.I'I'U — 

I'uitiU (’onitUltlrcH 
Local Boards 
DiHtrii t Honftl 
U.iitgpiir Muiiu ipuhty 


*2 1 *.♦ 

d<» 

r» 


ItHl 

17 

d 


4 r. n 
f)i) r. 
(U) 
r>o 


Babva-* 

DiHlnrt Boartl 
Sadar I^oral Board 

Bera Uuioiv L'umimttt fH 
Lhatiixdiar „ 

*^rilapara 

Sliah^adpur „ 

Pahua Municifrttlity 
Serajganj 


7 d 

4 

1 1 

d 

d 1 

3 1 



•MTitoo ici ot Act 111 of iMa&. 


42 H 
lU 

2 r> 

33 d 
33 d 
33 3 


83*3 
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! 

I.OUI bi>lle)i 

i 

ToUl Kunibf'r of 
no nmab'd 
' Q' nibert. 

1 

; 1 

[ Nimib'r of no- 1 
1 in>oate4 MuhaiO' ^ 
1 Qunlkii memberb. 

Pe ceiita^e Of 

noiqinst^ Mu- 
ll itnmAdiitiB 10 
tot*' Dumber 
uonnokted. 

Booba— ' ' 


1 

1 


Dintrict Board 

' 15 

7 

46-6 

Union Coinnnttnt H 

42 

2 

4 8 

Bo;;ra Municipality 

1 1-^' 

1 j 

1 

i. r, 

SlnMjMir ,, 

i ^ , 



Maia'A— 

j 


i 

Dintricl Board 

: 15 

7 i 

1 4«‘. r. 

Kn^*liBh Bur-iir M nnn ipiditv 


2 

j.'i .1 

Old MafiiJi' * ,, 

! ^ 

1 1 ‘ 
1 

25 

Nawaligatij ,, 

i 4 1 

1 

2 

50 

Kuligrain I'nion (^»nunittee 

1 

2 

G6 r- 

Daiukki.ino — 




( Darjeeling Miim<'i[>alit\ 

<♦ 

! 

II 1 

KiirHCong , 

10 (./) 

1 

10 

_ .. . 

1 
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(il> Si* mul<*r Rwti<>n 16 of lU’ lU'iiKiil Nfunuii'i^l '*!• 


Mr. Delevingne, District Judge of Dacca. 

•VI. Babu FANINDRALAL DE: ( /) Will th. Hon lih^ the 
MimuIxm' in chill ^-0 of llu* Jinlicial Department la‘ pleased to state the 
piM’iiKl (lining wliicli Mi. Delevin^^ne ha^ been the District Judge of 
Dacca F 

{})) What is the numl)(‘r of Tivil apiKMils of all kinds disposed of by 
him during this period ? 

(c) Is it a fact thul during tin* said period very few appeals pre- 
fei red against decisions of SiilHU'dinate Judges have been disposed of 
b\ him ? 

id) Will the TIon’ble the Member be pleased to state the num}>er of 
apjHuils prt'ferrt'd against decisions of Subordinate Judges and Munsifs 
that are now pending before the District Judge of Dacca? 

(r) Is the Hon’lde the Member aware that Mr. Delevingne does 
not sit for more than about three hours in his Court-room on any day? 
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(/) At what hour of the day has it betMi the u-^ual praetiee witli the 
Judgre t^ take his seat in the t’ourt-roiun .siiu e hi> arriwil at l)ae<ay. 

(g) How many milli^te!•i{^ oftittos, j>leadt*i -i‘()innn^*4n>ners and 
|7leaders’ clerks have been .susi>einled by^Mr. Delevin^^ne sux# In* be- 
came the District dudg-e of Daca^i. and how main such casi‘s tKa urred 
during the time of liis thn‘e immediate ]uedect*ssor‘^ y 


MEMBER in oharge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Abd-ur- Rahim): (x) Mr. Delevmgne has been Distiu t dinlge of 
Dacca ^'om the 8th December, 1920. 

(h) Jdl (hvil apja'al'^ haSi' btaoi dnpoM'd lA bs*Mi. Dchningne. 

(< ) 29 such appeals liav<vi>een disjwjsxd oi. 

{(h Tile nurnluM respect ivel\ n ‘JIO and 807 

ic) I'hisjs md infre<ju<‘ntl\ the ca^e owing t(* a laig«‘ nnnibci of niis- 
lellaneous ( as(‘s Inniid in « hainlM*i and hea\\ oflice aork, i|*‘d. lecently, 
to work caustnl l)\ the boNiott of tln‘ I'ointh Subordin.ile .Indge s c(*nit 
b\ pleadiMsof the local bai ^ 

(/) I’his cannot be aiisweied The time l^is \aiied fiom da\ to 
da\ . lt(M'entl\ lie has bmoi takoig Im seat a low minutes aftei 11 
ii’clock 

(f/^ (}) Diiiing tile tmn* ol Mr Dehningne (lerks, 1; jilemlet- 
com m 1 ssioiii ‘1 s , none, hut in a lew ou'-'Ch. (oi a»(oiinl id bail work oi' of 
ovei-charges foi work done, liie Dishot ludg«‘ Inn refusi'd to give them 
anv molt* woik at juesent . jdeadei>.’ chuks, man\ ph*adeis clerks * 
have faih4 ffti two \ca!‘^ oi mf)?t‘. to applv I’or noiewal of theii tatds 
and have. <ontiai\ to the High Touit lule'-. cont iniUMrto e.sei else tlu' 
pii\ilege‘< id recognised ileiks without doing so h'oi tins it has b4‘«‘n 
oid«‘ied HI the ctiM* of 11 <leik'., limt then < .inK shall ind b<‘ rem*wed 
b»r anoyi(‘i \ear, and. in the < a-e .d o\. th.it lhe\ shall md lie lenewed 
foi tin* KMiiaimlei ol tla'i nncid \eaf 

(ii) During the tini<‘ of thns* immediate pj e<h*(essor .s (d 
Mr Deleving-ne.- (’h‘ikN. ml; ph*ader -< lun m i-^nuie? s , tliiee; p]<‘ad4*rs’ 
clerks, nil. 


Sub-registrars. 

*VII. Mauivi AZAHARUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon'hle 
the MiniNtei in ( iiarg<* of tin* Department of Ivlination be pleased to 
state whether an> sclxune f«u the impro\<*me!it ‘of the s«‘rvi('e of ^.lb- 
registrai.s has fwen ])r 4 ‘pai<*d b\ tie* (b»vernment ami wln^ther the tio\- 
ernment intend to publish it beloie ( hr stma.s.*^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER : A s( heme has been pM'pared and 
Is under consideration, flw'ing to the crifieal state of the pro%in< ml 
finanees, it is difficult to sa> when it cAn f>e promulgated 
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Expenditure in admimstering the proposed Bengal Children law. 

*VIM. Mr. 8. M. BOSE: Will the JTon’hle the Member in charge 
of the Judicial Department he pleased to state the approximate capital 
and recurring exi)t»nditiire that will be incurred in administering the 
provisions of the Dengal Children Rill, if jiassed into law? 

The Hon^ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: ( Jovernment are not in a posi- 
(ion to supply the information as the Rill is still under consideration. 


Preliminary budget estimate for 1922-23. 

*IX. Babu SURENDRA NATH MALI.IK: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member iii charge of the Deiiartnnoit ot Finance be pleased to 
state wh(‘ther the work of jueparing the Rudget (in its preliminary 
stage) for the next yeai has been taken in hand by the Finance 
Department ? 

(h) Will the Tlon’ble th(‘ Mi'inber be pleased to state, as far as is 
jMissilde now, what estimate (io\ernment are making as to the rei'eijit 
side of the budgid, for th(‘ purjiose of the })reliminar\ budget jiroposals? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR; (o) Yes 

(h) The re<’eii)t estnimti*s ha\e not yet b(‘en framed, and it is not 
lM)ssibl(‘ to make any statement on the subject at juesent. 


Representation of Indian commercial interests on the 
Bengal Legislative Council. 

•X. Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur; (a) Will the Tlon’ble the 
Member in chaige of the Appointment Department be jdeased to state 
on what basis the Southborough Committee fixed the representi tion of 
Indian commercial inttuivsts on the Rengal l.egislativt* Council? 

(h) Will the Ifoirble the Member be pleaseil to state whether it is 
a fact that the following* mercantile bodies were consultetl about the 
rejiresentation — 

(i) the Ihuigal National Chamber of (\miim*ree, 

(li) the Marwari Chamber of Commerce, 

{in) the Rengal Mahnjan Sabha, and 

(lid the Indian Merchants’ Assmdatiim, (’hittagong? 

(<•) Is it a fact that the original j>ro|>osal was to allot three seats 
amongst the said As'-iociatiou and was it subM^piently raised to four? 

(d) Is it a fact that the three first named Associations are estab- 
lished in Calcutta and the last one at Chittagong? 

(e) Will the Hon’hle the Member lie pleased to state what were the 
summaries of the recommendatiohs made by each of these Associations? 
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(/) What was the reeoniinenclation of the (tovernment *of 
iibout tlj^ allocation of the three seats as orig-inully |)rojK)sed ^ 

(g) Will the Hon’hle the Member Ix' pleased to state whether the 
ease of the Indian Merchants’ Associatiui^ (dutlu^oni^f, was considered 
when the number was raised to fQiir? 

(h) Was any opportunity driven to the above mercantile bodies or any 
one of them to express their views when the number was increase«l from 
three to four? 

(i) Was the case of tlie merchants of Eastern llenpal, and, esjH'cially 
(d the ^ort of (’lntta^»•on^^ considered when the nurnUu* was fmalK 
fixed ? 

(;) If not, will the Tl(»n’ble the MemlxM* be pleased to state W’hat 
action, if any. is intended to be taken in the matter ^ * 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon*ble Sir Henry Wheeler): {<i) The SouthbonniKdi Eoynnittee made 
its lecommendatioiis aftiM' consnh‘rin^ the' \iew’s of’ th4‘ local (lovern- 
ment and the r(‘pi esent^itions of the Associations <-oT)sulty<l. 

ih) Yes. 

(ci Yes. 

(d) Yes. 

if) and if) The meniluM is rct«‘n«Ml to pa^»-<‘s 17‘1 to 1H1 of lh<’ n*]>ort 
of the Southboi on^^li Eomnnttec* 

(//) and (i) 1'he fouith scat was allocat<‘d iin(h‘r llu» inst j ncl ionw of 
th(‘ SccreAaif of Stat<‘ who was oonviusant W'ith tin* views alr<'a(K 
ex)>i(‘s,s(‘d In the Associations consult»Ml. • 

( M No. 

(;) (Tovtunment do not piojwisc^ tak»* anv action m tin* niatfei 

Roping and handcuffing under-trial prisoners. 

•XI. Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY: (n) Will the ITon’hh the 
Memln'r in char^^e of the T*olic<‘ T)4‘j>ai tnuMit !><• jih'uscd to statj* whether 
it is a fai^’t that within the last four months in s»»nn* instaina's nndei- 
tiial ]>risoners chained with ]Mditi<al offences waue ro|)#‘d and hand- 
cuffed whih* they were hnl ojx'nlv b\ the jwdice? 

fh) If the answe? to Oi) is in tin* affirmative will (he Ifroi’ble .MemlxT 
lx* pleased to state w’hether sinh a course is sanc(iom*<l b\ tin* «‘xistin^ 
rejrulations ? • 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DllPARTMENT (the HMPble Sir 
Henry Wheeler); (a) arid No snrh instances in the cam^ of under- 
trial prisoners have come to tlie notice of f Jovernnnuit. In the answer 
given to unstarred ({uestion 148 at the meeting of the 4th July last it 
was stated that further inquiry w'oulct lie made wliether the existing 
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orders re^fanlin^' tlie Imndcuffinj^ of under-trial prisoners required to be 
HUpjdeinented in any way. The rules have since been revised so as to 
direct that degree only of restraint to be -used which may be necessitated 
by the circumstaiices of eac^k case. A copy of the revised rules is 
placed on the lilkrary table. 


Recruitment to Indian Educational Service. 

*XII. Mr. BUOY PR08AD SINGH ROY: Will the ITon ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be jdeased to state 
whether the ( io\erniiient are considcuing the desiralkility of recruiting 
oHicers of the Indian Educational Seixice b\ diiect nomination in India?' 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: In accordance with view^s promul- 
gated by the (lovernnnuit of India in March, 11120, it is iniended that, 
in future, 50 |K*r cent, of the annual vacancies in this service will be 
filled by Indians and a sehn tion coniniittee has Iummi up{K)inted to advise 
the Local ( loverninent in this r(*gaid. A further resolution about this 
connnitt(‘e will shortly he published. 

With a few s|H‘cial «‘.\ceptions the vacancies that have occurrcil in 
the service since IftM have lieen filled h\ th(‘ ju-onuition of Indian 
Officers of the Piovincial Eilucational Service. 

o 

Pay and prospects of registration ofRoers. 

•XIII. Mauivi A. H. M. WAZIR ALI; Will tin* TIon’bh‘ the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of E<lucation he ]»leas(‘d lo la' on the 
table a statement regaiding the pa\ and [U'ospects of the otiicei-^ of the 
llegistration Depart nuuit undtu' the revi.sed scheme ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, P. C. MITTER: The matter is still under the con- 
sideration of OoserniruMit, and the reipiiied statement (.innot therefore 
be furnished. 


Legislative Council Chamber. 

•XIY. Mauivi A. H. M. WAZIR ALI; (n) Will the Hon’lde the 
Minister in charg(‘ of the Dej>artment of Puhlii' Works (Buildings) be 
pleased to state what steps are being taken for the ‘<|H‘edy construction 
of the projHised new (h)uncil (^harnWr? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking np the 
matter at a very early date (if no stejrs have been taken) ami of show- 
ii.g tne estimated cost in the next annual budget? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
(the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur): 

(fi) The designs received from England and India are now Ireing judged. 
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Before the lui.struction ran Ik‘ started estimates must 1 m' prepared, 
atid for this purjKise detailed drawings will 1 h* retjuired. 

The next stage after the j>»epiiration of estimates is the pn>vision 
of funds. 

» 

(h) The question does not asise in view of what lias het‘n staie»l 
in answer to part (a). 


Couit-fM rat«i^ in the High Court and the Subordinate Courts. 

*XV.* Mauivi AZAHARUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the lloirhle 
the Member in charge of the .Tudii ial l)(‘pat tment* Is* pleased to state 
whether there are any distiyttions as regards the jates and the maxi- 
mum amount of court-fees pa\ahh‘ in resjHM t of suits frtr money and 
title fileil in ^the Ctriginal Side of the High ('ouit and suits of the sa*me 
nature filed in the mufi^^sal louits of tlu' I’roxima*? 

(b) If tlie answ(*r to (u) is in the aflirmatixe. will tlie* 11 on’hh' the 
MenilM'r he pleased to stati* xxliat those «listin( t iiuis an'? 

(<') Will the Hon'hle tin* Meinhoi he jdeast*^! to state wlu‘tTri*r there 
aie anx distinctions as regaids tlic ratc> ami the maximum amount of 
court-fees fiavahle in i(‘spc(t of ap|M‘als filed in the Apisdlate Side of 
th(' H i^h Touit from suits for mone\ ami title dec ided in the Original 
Sid(‘ of the High ('ourt and apjK'als filed in tlie same Ap|K*llatt‘ Side 
from suits of th(‘ •^ame natuie decided in the mufassal courts’’^ 

id) If tin* aiisxvei to (r) is in the affirmative, will tlie Hon’hh* the > 
Meunher {fleased to state xxhat those distim lions are? 

( t) Is it a faf‘t tlial in ceitain casi's of a fust aj)])eaV tin* litlgaiits 

who liave to originate tlieir suit*' in mufassal com Is have to pay 
U**. (l.tUM) in court'fees; wiieieas the litigants xx ho are entitleci to and 
originat# their suits in the (higin.il Snh‘ of tlie (^ilcutta Tligli f’omt 
have to j>ay only Hs. 2() in comt-fees though in hotli inslam'es the suits 
are exactly of tlie same nature? 

(f) Is it a fact that the mufas-^al litigant>, in cases xxhen* a second 
a])jH al is allowed, liave to ]ia\ the same amount of nd-vnhimn couit- 
fees thr<H‘ Hmes over'*' 

(g) Are the (tovernment contemplating taking any stejis in order to 
place the litigants of the two cdasses on a footing of ecpialitx in this 
matter ? 

TI|6 HOfl^bM Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM • (n) and* f cl Yes; this is MO 

(h) , (d\^ (e) and (f) The niernher is Teferic*d to the (’omt-fees A<’t 

of 1870 and the sche<lules of court-fees attached thereto, ami to the 

rules framed hy the Full ('ourt and sane tioiic*cl hx the (»c)vernr>r-( Jeneral 
in Council, published in the Gaztftt (tf Jndm of 14th Fehruary, 1914, 
at page 446 et $tq. 
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(/;) The question of increasing the existing? rates of court-fees is 
under the con.sideration of the Goveriiinent. 


Tax cn imported liquor. 

*XVI. Mr, 8. M. BOSE: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister in 
cliar^e of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased to 
slate separately the (iuantit> of liquor inqKirted into Bengal by sea and 
by rail during the year (uiding ^Hst March, 1921? '' 

(h) Will the Ilon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that th<‘ foieign liipior imported by sea into Bengal pay a duty 
lower thari that inijMised on liquor in England? 

(c) Are tlft* OoveriJinent consid(*ring the desirability of levying a 
small excise duty oii the loreign liijuor for the purjioses of revenue? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): (u) The total impcit, b\ sea, of liipiors into Bengal 
was as follows <luring tin* year 1920-21 : — 

Ale, B(‘(*r and Borter and other bTinented liijuors, 740,015 bulh 
gallons; Brandy, AVhisky, (lin and Bum and othiu' sorts of Spirits and 
Li(jueurs, 019,501 bulk gallons; and Wines, 117,154 bulk gallons. 
There lire no figures to show impoits of liquor into Bengal by rail. 
(h) The answ(‘r is in the alHrmative. 

(c) (lovernment are already considiuing the (juestion.^ 

Siipplenu’ntnri/ nnsircr to rhiusc (c) of siorrvd (luestion Xo, XXI 
hi/ the Honshu the M AH \JIAJ \IiHIH.\J \ lUnAm R OF Bi'RDWaN 
reijonltnif the inmifer of the ('inrhouo I h’part mrnt in Bviujnl^ with 
itn phnitotfons and factor}/, to the control of the Gorernment of 
India, asked hi/ Mu. S. M. Bosk at the nieetnu/ of the Council, held 
on the 29th Avi/iist, 1921, 

The Government of India in reply to a reference have intimated 
that they have abandoned the projiosal to take the Bengal (hnchona 
Department under imjierial control. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Quarters for circle officers in mufassal villages. 

1. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur; Will the 
Ifon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Relf-Oovem- 
ment 1 h‘ pleuvsed to state whether it is a fact that, as laid down in the 
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)istrict administration Committee’s report, circle ofticers will soon be 
sked to live in the mufassal villages? 

* (h) If 80, is it in the contemplation the (tovernment to^provule 
hem with quarters befitting thejr jM>'»ition, prt»>tlge aiul dignity? 

(r) Is the Hon’ble the Miin^tei aware that houses are not available 
or hire in mufassal \illages, and that in many places, where the Himlu 
»opulation predominates, it is impossible f(»i a non- Hindu ottieei to 
a house? • 

The*llon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: tut and {h) 

{ is the intention of (ioxernment tliat cin h* othrci s .should nsside in 
hen ciicles and that, wln^e tlie^^e c(Oitaui a ‘viihdi \ ision.il quarters, 
he circle oflicei should not reside tlieie if there is a suit aide place for 
lis rosidenca elsewhere in tin* cncle. It is also the intention of (tov- 
iriinient eventually to ]u ovule ({uaittM*, bu- eiicle nllictus hut this is not 
Missihle at pieseiit and the\ lia\e i onsecjutoitly been given house allow- 
inc(‘s. It has Ihumi ascertained that all hut eh^Mui at ^iresent reside 
it distiict and suixln is*i(itial luuidcjuarti'i s. and now that tht»^t(‘iulMU 
las drawn attention to the mattii. orders will issue that they should 
‘iui(*a\our to stM lire willnuit delax resubou es elsi'wdiere in their 
ircles. 

{(') (boeinment have no definite information. 


Muhammadan circle officers. 

2. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadurr Will the 

fon’hlo the Minister in chaige of the Department of Ia»cal Self-(ff)v- 
rnimuit In' phuiscd to state whether tlie perieiitage of tlie Muhammadan 
Old nou-M uhainin.idan [lojuilat ioii of a sulMiivisioii is takiui into consi- 
leration in ajipointing < ii<le ofh«ers? 

ih) W'lll tlie Hon’hh* the Minister he pleased In la^ on the tahb* u 
itatement showing the rnirnlxTs of Muhammadan arul non-M uhammndan 
urcle oftiiers, subdivision h\ subdivision in each district, ajipiiintcul 
un(‘e the jntroduct ion of the jxinchaifuti ami union boanl Hyslems, and 
dso the Muhammadan and m»n-Muhammadan population thereof? 

(r) If tht‘ answer to (oi is in tlie negatno, an- the (fovernmeiit 
onsidering the dt*siral>i] it v of a{){Muii1ing ( iich* offirers in projxirtion 
o the |M»icehtage of the Muhammadan ami non-M uliarninadan fxipu- 
ation? 

The Hon*bte Sir SURENDRA N1ATH BANERJEA: (a) The 

mswer is in the negative. 

l^) A statement is laid on the table. The inembtir is referred to 
Mgen 414-45 />f the Onsus Tables of IMIl fl*art 11 of the Bengal 
VnBUs RejKjrt ) . for the Muhanimadfia and non-Muhammadan popula- 
lon in each subdivision. Figures for 1921 are not yet available. 

(c) The answer i» in the negative. 
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Statement rejetreil to in the reply to clause (6) of unstarred question 
No. 2y showing the number of Circle Officers appointed since th^ 
introduction of the Pantfhayati and Union Board systems. 





Ncmheu oy CiurLK oyrioiRl. 


Dlutriot. 

.Sut)Ai?Uion. 




Total 




Mubamuadan. 

Nop- 

Miihanimailaa. 



Htirdwati 



Nil 

10 

10 

' 

/ Sudar 


1 

5 

r> 

Hirhiiiiin 

\ 






\ ii.uii|iurhat 


Nd 

2 

2 


t Sadnr 


Nil 

4 

4 

Batik lira 






■ 

(, ViHliiiupiir 


1 

1 

2 



Sadar 


' 


3 



Coiitai 

... 

NiJ 

1 

1 

Midiiaporc 

< 








Gliatal 


Nil 

2 

2 



'ratiiliik 


Nil 

2 

2 


Sadar 


1 

1 

2 

Hooglily 

Scrani[»'*n- 


Nil 

3 

3 


1 

1 AraiMlm;4h 


1 

3 

4 

1 


Sadnr 


Nil 

1 

r. 1 

Flowiiih 







, riiilM-na 


1 

' 1 

' 

1 

Sadar 


Nil 

1 

1 1 

Nadia ... h 





i 

• 1 

, Uanaghat 


1 

1 

1 


' Sadar 


Nil 

Nil i 

1 1 

1 Nil 

j 

LHU>a|;li 


1 

1 ^ ' 

1 ^ 

Marsliidaliad 





1 



Kaiidi 

... 

Nd 

1 3 

! 3 

i 

L Janpipur 


I 

! 

I 

1 

r Sadar 


1 

1 

2 

Khulna ... S 

, Bagerhat 


j Nil 

1 1 

1 


ISatkhira 


1 Nil 

1 

1 


! 
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Ni'mbkr or riHci.K orrtctRf*. 


DiririoU 


FubdlTinion. 

• 



Taljil. 


i 



Muhfttntnatlau. 

# 

Noii- 

MuhAi>]m»J*ii. ) 

' 



Sadar 

• 

‘1 

H 

10 



NaraniKi‘nj 


-J 

1 



... <( 

<MuiirIii;.)Ui) 


- 

6 

H 





1 

4 




S;»dar 

# 


Nil 

- 

2 



Jiiiiialpur 


N.l 

1 

1 

ymrUMin^h 

r,. ^ 

Ki‘<lioro/4aiij 

... 1 

Nil 

\ 

♦ 

1 



Nt'itrokuiia 


Nil 

1 

‘ 



. TiHipail , 


1 

Nil 

1 






• 




' Sadrtr 


Nil 

1 

1 



M iitiar ijtui 


Nil 

*> 

2 

.triWtMii 

... ^ 








( o 'a! nil' li > 


Nil 


i 


1 

L 


Nil 

1 

1 

iiittauoiii 

** 



1 
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QUESTlOxNS. 

Filtration in waterworks. 


[21st Nov. 




3. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Is the 

Hou’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Gov- 
erament aware that in several watei -works in Bengal the filtration of 
water is not properly and efficiently carried out? 

{h) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
any steps in the matter? 

(c) Is it a fact that in the case of some of the water-w’orks recently 
started, the juice of tin* filter used is i)aid to the Filter Comj)anie8 with- 
out any examination of the filtered water m the Government Labora- 
tory ? 

' {(1) Are lh(‘ Goveinment considering the desirability of making an 
inquiry in the matter and of laying the results of such iiiquiry on the 
table? 

(r) Is it a fact that the Director of Public Ilealth, Bengal, has 
express,'! the-opinion that the usual methods of starting waterworks 
are unsuited to Beng.al ,iS th(‘\ an* too costly? 

(/) Is it a fa(‘t tlnrt he has suggested to the Govi'rnment the desira- 
bility of inquiring into the* feasibility of introducing (‘heujier methods 
of w'ater filtiation? li so, what stejis an* the Government tikLing in 
the matter? 

(//) Will the llon’hh* the Minister he j)lease(l to state what amount 
' of mon(‘y (iovernmeiit have* sjM‘nt during tin* jiast o ya-ars on rural water- 
supjily in the jirovince? 

(/i) Is it the firactice f(> examine hacti'riologically in the Govern- 
ment Laboratory the Se|»ii(‘ Tank effluents? 

(;) If so, wdiat are tin* results of such examination during the year 
1920? 

(j) In how many cases are the effluents stenlis<*d? 

(k) Will tin* lloirhle the Minister he jdeased to lay on the table 
the recoid of su< h examinations undertaken during the year 1920 as 
well as in lonnei tion with tin* imjuiry into river jiollution? 


The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; (a) and (h) 

Filtration is on the whoh* efFe(‘tivelv carried out in the larger w'ater- 
works hut is sometimes d('fective in the smaller water-w'orks. This is 
sjH'cially the C4ise where the type of slow sand filter, known as the 
Faridjiur filter, is in use. This filter suffers from a radical defect of 
design for, as there is no storage above the filter, the late of flow cannot 
he kept constant, and w^hen the discharge on to the filters fVom the 
pump is stojqied the water in the former runs away until the l>ed is 
exposed. This system is opj)osed to the correct principles of slow sand 
filtration, and in fact the analyses made throughout a period of many 
years in the laboratory of the Director of Public Health have shown 
" that good results are not generally achieved by this type of filter. 
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The re.sults of filtration in tlu* smaller \vatt*r-works are not infre- 
itly ^iii.satisfac tory owintr to tlu* Mi|u*rintt‘mlt‘nts and inistns in 
bein^ infxjHOK'iKtHl and not \«tn intelli^fTit 'I’lie pa\ |^!M*n at 
f works is lint suttu uMit to attrai t w oil f^nalitiod mon ; and tlnMoinril v 
this ho*' in the haiuis of the local iHidica themscKos \N hon tin* 
•nntondioils aio Kottor jiaid tin* \\(nk'- will la‘ hottiM inana^oil In tlu* 
ntinu', ho\vo\o!, an nn j>m>\ oinoni (mu In* otlt‘< tt‘d li\ iiinit* tioijiuMit 
actions 1)\ ]»ra( t ual cxjiojts os waioi-wnrks nianaj;onJt‘n t and tiltra- 
d’lu* ('Inof 1'Oi^nu‘OT. l*uldi< Ifoalth Dopai t nu*nt . lia-^ a«a t>idinjj:l\ 
iiittAl {)r'opO‘'aK ini an in<it‘a -'0 in hl*^ watoi-woiks ni>pi*«lin)^ statV. 
li aio nndoi cnii suln a t mn It vhniild in* addrd th.it inoHicicnt til- 
inii is a1s{s .s( iinot iino" « .^U'>od 1»\ had nia na i:onn‘H t oi tlio oas«‘ ni 
or woik*', and it will h«' witlrn tlu iiiniun \ n! tlu* nu*inh»'i thaj a 
\ cars a^) tlu* watci-woiks at 1 1 no*: hi \ -( 'h i nsui a wcr»* <ui the \cr^c 
]>r(‘akdnw’n nwin^’" tf* this caiist* 

') No hilttis aic iic\cl paui to? till t lie filten**! waTei lias la*en 
inni*d in the lh*niral Ihihln Health Lahoratoix 
r/) No • ^ 

't ) No sill li slateiuent has het*!' tiaird hut il ha** Iwa*!! a st «*l t a ! lied 
, in a note whu h lie laid heloM' the Sanitai\ Itnard. 1 )i lt«*nlh*v 
.oked '■ ('In* (jiiestion of (a]»ital r \ pr ridit lo •• on nniiiNipal w'ater- 
ks ^s ver\ inipottaiit. i?i \ lew <d the fa« t t hat 1 he « li lef nhst a( le to 
^idlli'J' pUin v..itei-ve] jilu''. 1> the hitrh MOtlal «*\ pntui 1 1 ii I e lisiialU 
lli'ed ” He aUo nhs<i\ed in this initn “ 'Tlu'in is at pieseiil 
ant neeti f(*t eMandiniJ the >-n).jd\ nt pure Water In imiiiuipal and 
‘I ai ',1 * in Ih'n*_ral Hut htiani lal ullu's ain tlu* < tit<d (distaele 

(fj In the lu*te ahn\e lefeiied to I)i H<*jttle\ ad\n(ali‘d the oistalla- 
nf flltei s nt the h'ai id pur t \ Jn* in ioinh: riat mn with ta ii K s i h added . 
riiet'e tank*' ate eitlm! not axailahl** nt are tint .iol»*d tn the needs of 
jienj^e, it nnirlit h»* possible tn make US4* nf shalhns Wells, in enm- 
itu)!i with l aiidjiui fillets, and in <»lhei jthn <*> <l(*ep tube wells, 
«h ha\e be<*n ie<entl\ found to afbud in rimriN « ases .oi amjtb* siippl\ 
rood (juallt\ watei .»f a n*lati\«'!\ b»w insi nia\ Im* fnutid t(» aflnnl a 
turn of t he ditiu ult \ 

It Is uiiiler-'.tnnd that t li ! *- tint* w,i'. laid befno* tlu- Saiiilars Board 
that the Hnatd dal iu»t af(»*ji! I); Ho’ifles's \u*Ws abo»it the \silue 
atldpui filte?*' 1 b nj >ns.i 1 fill the puitha^'C nf a bntin),^ jdatit and 
eTn]doymelit of '•tafT fni so»kintr tub«* wells haVe been Hubmitteri to 
(‘innieiit b\ tlu* (but }aitrin»*et, I'ublu Health J)nj>a i f nieii t , arjtl are 
' niub*r <ain''ulerat ion * 

( ij ) The )»rM\is!M?i of water-sijppl'. iii rural areas ts riiaftr*r ff»i the 
il bndii's and f i»>\ et nnu*i»t «ln not sjM*iid at)\ riioru*v direr fl> rtn tltis 
•(t. but tlu*\ ba\e ^fivr-n ^-ran'-^ tr» tlu* Hi-trut Bnarrls, anrl liavr* 
) banded ovr’r to them tlu* rr*<r* 5 pts of the fiublu works reus for tlu* 
>ro\ement. amoti^'’ other tbinj^s, of t^hc souires of wakT-HUpply in 
al areas. 
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(//) No. Tlic offluonts are only examined chemically. 

( 1 ) Tin's docs not aris(‘. 

(;) Tljc latest re])oits of the Insjuadors of septic tank installation‘3 
show that tin* (‘ffliicnts of fou'i septic tanks are properly sterilised. 

(/•) ( lovci'inticiit regret that the\ aie iinahle to lay copies of the 
rc])oils of tlie difhnent ;inal\ses (m the tahh* as an undue amount of 
jahoiii and cxpfMisc w<»nld Ix' in\ol\ed in cop\in^'' and jirinting them. 


Quinine treatment for malarial fever. 

4. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: (a) Will the 

Hon’hh' tla* .Mjnisj<u in char^^c* of the Department of Ixxal Self-(iov- 
einhieiit he j)lea.^ed tn slate whethei he i> anare that opinions have 
fi'oni time to time been e\piess(*d that (juinine'has had no }H*rmanent 
eiirati\(* etVeM in e.isos (d nialaiial level, and that it all.is s onl_\ t<*m])(>- 
lalilv at the cost (d the health of the jial leiit s 

{/)} T(a\e 'Ihe (io\einnient an\ lecoideil statistics showing'’ the 
results <d' (piinine tieatnfent in nialanai fevei ''f 

((') lla\t' the (ioNcinnieiit exjMuts expressed an\ ojunion on the 
nioscjuilo theoi\ ol malaria’'' If so, \\)11 the llon’hh* tlu' Ministm* he 
ph'ased tola\ the same on thetahley * 

{(I) lias an_\ othei tlie<a\ h«*en aiKaneial tna<<<.uiit tor this disease!^ 
II so, haV(‘ the t m*\ ei nineut exjerts H'eorded an opinion on it? It so. 
hat ? 

(c) A\’ill Ihe llon'hle the Minist<‘r he jth'.ised to la\ on tin* tahli* 
a statemmit sliowintr loi the last thie(‘ \<mis the iiKiune from, and the 
expmidit ui (‘ on. tie- <uii:\atinii and disliihution of ijuinine? 

The Hon'ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Ves. 

(I>) Tin* results (d' (ji’inine tHuitnnuit in malarial fe\er h.iv(‘ h(*en 
g-ivfui in nian\ puhlieat loii'- and it would invoh(‘ undu(‘ lahour to com- 
jule statistics fioni them 

^c) Tin' im'Tuh-'r is leh'iied to the hru'l summarv of known facts 
ie^mnlin ‘4 lualai la issued In tlie Puhhe Ih'alth Departnu'iit of which a 
I'ojn is laid <ui the table. 

(d) The memht'i is K'teiied to the la'«!t two sentences of the first 
para^'rajdi of the summary. 

(r't The tij.rures are vs fvdlow's: — 
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1921.] 

Brief summary of known facts reyardimj malaria referred to in the reply 
to clause of itnstarred ijuestion A’o. 4. 

# 

Hittoricai summary. w.»s w#ll-ktu>wn to tho annont# It is 

roforred to by earl> (iro»'k iitul ♦riUTs, and a doMripluni of »t it> to lx* found 

in <ine of tlu' oldest Hindu 'I.uilras It was known o\«'n in thosi* oivtlv daya as 
a f»ooi wIikIi ottoii boj^.in with stinorin/, and pasN,-,! olf with -.wi-atm^;. wlindi 
tondod to roinr at fixod intorvuK and wlmh was ofton anoinpann'il oi tollowixl 
by sjd»>rii< onlar^^miont , anauiua and <lrops\ And tlio <*arlu'st obNor\t‘is loinurktHi 
:ho fu<juon('\ with winch it oci m red in itir nrijj:hUMirhoi»d of nuirslu's mid t!n> fait 
Lliat Its |*-ev .lionet' diiuinishoti with thi> oxtonsuin ot cultivation I until coin- 
[»arati\fl\ nuxlcin tmn"- no rcmcd\ lor lu.il. trial diMast wai* known and the t'xtra- 
irdinarv nunil>cr «h lainous pooplo tc'ordt‘<l in hi'.toix a dvinp tioin it is a .sltikinjj^ 
innincrita rv upon tiic {xiw ti h ssne^'- o) ]th\M<ians to tiiat it, pnor to iht* ilihio\t‘i_\ 
»f < in< hon.i li.iik alvont the \car lt*h' 'I’l iv tliu;-. wio<h enabled pli\si. laiis ^or 
he first time to ti4*at malaria with stn . . <ilso help^-d tliein t<t diapno.se it and 

ifter its 1 nt rodtif t ion f»‘v ers^caiiH' to be ili\ ide<i into two i his'.es malarial. tlioHo 
vhnh > addl'd to ( iin liona ;ind iion-nialar nil. those whn'. did not.« nurinp. th«' 
[xth and !!Mh <en’nrus althoup,!i theie w.o mm h sp4'<ulation about malatia and 
.onn* tesearih into ,ts ot ipin and nnna'tous observations relating to t In- e|>idemndop;y 
if the disease wen- i*'.or<bd*bv inedi .! nan m ,t!l part- of th«‘ vrofM ‘ffv exact 
‘tiolop'v nmiairied obsi are until tlu di ■ o\ . i \ oi tie laa^i lal oipanism bv b.ivetan 
n and tin* vvorkin,' out ot the rnostj ,ito < \ < le i>» t h«* p.irasiti' bv Itoss in 

si'i7.px Vv a result ot ttici dmioveti. •• ih< idf! spe< ula 1 1 \ •' t In'oro's v\ h a h had IxM'n 
nvented ti* ai fount for malaria and whnh as« nbi'd the tliseave to rnaismata from 
■ w amp < . *l>ad water oi |M.uliar em.i nat i«»n> itom tin' soil have now bi'eti entirely 
iba ridoned 

The nature of malaria. \\ » now know bev«>nd a shaibo'. ot <louhl that malarial 
lis<‘as4' results !rom ita pres«n'e in tie' hloo<l oi a minnt«' nniM'llular animal 
larasjte minfi tiwi sniall to he se, n h\ the mike<l eve ami that this parasite ih 

pread frotn infeiti'il to b.e.ilthv persons hv tin- apmu v of <ertaiii spef les of mosi|Ul 
i>ei There .ire three di-timt sp<>( u ' of tlu* malar i.d orpani m wlinh are assoeiati'd 
nth. fpiartan iMUiipn terti.iii and mdu’iiant tirii.tn ftv.r i« "jw' t r. *'lv Alter 
•i\ inp la eri intt<Kim«'d int<i t'i hlood ol man bv (to hii» of an inb'(t»Ml anoj»)u'h*s 
mtstnuto eli.ese little orp.tiiiHns f. ed njxm .iml di'-M<»v the r( d i i>t pu s« ami 

lav inp attaitu'd ri-atwitv pro.|in» .» mw p, Miration hv fi smui. e;o h parasite split- 

inp; up into a niirnlier -d small s[»ores whnh, in their turn att.ok red hlood eor- 

eis( h's entir ihem prow to matuiitv md tb»n div eh up into '^pon's 'Ibis < v< h* 

>f flev 4-1 ipmei. t , whi'^ tak*" fr'.m 5^ to 7i’ I, our' .o •Ufiinp t»» t jo* spi ' 14 *h ol parasiti*. 
;4M*s on mort or h'' i otit niuom K in 'b* i.hxMl stn-itn <»l an o ‘h*' ti'il |H<rH4>n At 
rst w j)en tlx* numlwt o} par'i it.s j-. rii.d! no im onv 4 men, i> m fidt frimi tlo'ir 

iri'st m e , but w In n tlo'ir tiundH'r Isis ^r, itlv im leased tbi* pat,i«*nt is inadi' awutn* 
f It bv the tram fjf ruptorns l.o I <onstitute .tn .ittafk of malarial fi*v«*r In 
vpnal int4Tmit t4 ril fivi-r an .itimk m w-hered m bv a sensatnm tif < bill or xudd 4 *n 
jiivi'nrip , tin* tr-mfx raiuri* riM-s rapidh ri-mains bndi for a time, and then di-eliro's, 
hi* d**< lun* In'inp ;i'<ompanied will, sweating 1 lo'i4*af t4‘r fui' putn*nt rernaiiiH fnn* 
f all s.inpt/ims for .1 -j.ort pi riod, win' vartis from a fi'S loiurs t<t as mmli aw tW 4 » 
avs in t lo' (Us4‘ of fpiartar malaria at the 4 xpir> 4 »f whnh the symptome rerur, otily 

0 [»as« off arol ri < ur apain and ap.oti wjtl alnomt fbok-wfjrk reKularitv until 

hei k«*<I by treatmetjt or sijImIu**! the mitural r.*llv inp jKiwerH f»f the fwalv 

tv examining tre bbaxl -luririp all 'tapis ui an ittrol* of fev*‘r it lias Iw-en found 

h^t the onset of th#* s\niptoms <irrf s|»onds vnth tio* ftplittuip uji of mature para* 

ite» (of which there mn*4t [»r<»bfthl\ lx* niariy millions present in the borly) into 
c:<»neration of young: forms And the slext pr<xlue#*fjl uj>on the blfK»d vesrwls 

D 1 



QUESTIONS. 


[21st Nov 


4(: 

by the Budden seitinp; free witiiin them of millions upon millions of young paya 
Hites eaiise.s them to shrink or contract, the sensation of chill or th? shivering 
tKMiig the result of this. Wlule the young parasites are attacking and entering 
red hlood corpuscles the fever continues, but it subsides with profuse sweating 
and the patient experierneK much relief wnen the young paraMte.s. each having 
M-ttled down in tlie intenoi of a captured blood cell, are oeenpied witli feeding 
on tbeir piey and preparing foi the proces'‘<‘s of lepioduction. Alfliougli the 
parasites ol malaria give rise to di.sease, we must disabuse our minds of the idi'a 
that they do so hy intent The malarial oiganism is an animal actuated by the 
samo instniets which impel all living things to seek lor food and to rei)iociuc< 
tlieir Hivei les An<l malarial diM’asi* is really an acealent in the louise of a para- 
sitic invasion, the eonsecjiienees oi wlucli max he as s(*rioiis to the parasite as to 
its host, for a fatal attack of malarial fever leads to the destruction ol the parasites 
which cause it, as well as to the deatli of the patient, and if all a( ute attacks of 
malaiia wiue to jirove fatal, the malarial organism would soon Ik*< orne extinct 
Ilyf for every case dying from a primary attaik <if fever there are thousands who 
Miller from a long Hequetice of rela(»se, and though a larger proportion eventuallv 
nM’ovors even without treatment, if eomlitions are favour.ihle many fall victims 
t-o some iiiteit'Mirrent disease .\iid in times ol sjMM lal hardship and priv.iiion the 
re<'overies diniirnsh ami the mortality imreascs 

Told^Jtnce immunity. In mam eas«‘s ol ami. mail infi'etion a icl.itne tolt'raiice 
of the inularial parasite e* estaMisheil, and when this oe« iirs (ompaiative immiiiiin 

Irom diNoasi- misnes An alim»st (oinplele toleiaiKc ol malaria is to he met wilh 

among the indigenous laees in soim* parts ol Afrua. \eu (liiim'a. India and cither 
eounlrii's In the areas where this o<eiirs neath KMi jk'I (cnt of tJie vourig iTild- 
ten usually harlKiiir malarial parasites hut in spite ol this fa' t the inajoritv 
show no symptoms hevoml eidargeimoit of the sph*eii .md r.ireU siprer from malarial 
diseas<i unless cxjMised to privation 7’he spleiia < rdargement also u-uallv diin- 

iiiishes as they grow oldei and adults are giuimtillv free of it Hut .illliougli the 

indigt'uous mluihitatits of timse loialities sutim verv little tiu'se plates ,iU' :dwa\s 
<'xr«‘<>dingly daiigeroiis for .m-w-r oiners who invariahlv (ontraci iriftation vmv 
(|Uiekly. and sufltw severely Tolerance <if malaria is not so easdy estuMislied 
in pliiecN wln're the eharne of infeetion is not <'X(essi\<' and in rnodeiately inahi- 
nous rt'gioiis the inhabitants, both children and aiiulls, often suffer from fever 
and Its s(H|Uellie It is most important to rememher that t ommuniti(‘s mav remain 
relativi'ly free of malarial vhsetise under almost opposite ('onditions, the one 
hand lh‘cause of the rarity of infection, and on the other hand hy reason of infei tion 
IxMiig s<i eotiimon that almost <'very one becomes tolerant of it 

Th® mOOhanitm of infection. In addition to the a‘-e\ual forms of the malarial 
pa I a site vv hit li ale tliiet tlv iismk lated w ith an attack of Uo er, other forms i-xivt w hos(^ 
prt'senee in the hUxul gives rise to no 8yni}vtoms These forms tio not ajtpear dtiring 
a iinmary infection until after the c'cssation of the initial attack of fever Ftut 
when once tlu'V liave apjM‘ar»Ml in the blood thev usually persist for a (oiisiderable 
lime Their exat t signifname was not nt first umliM stood Hut Ross after pro- 
longed research shtivved that thev were sexual forms of the parasite, now known 
a.s giuiu'tot'v tes . that when taken into the siornai'h of certain sjH'cies of anopheles 
mosquitoes they pass through .1 complete eya le of development, the female 
gainetoiyti' lantig fertih.sed by the male, enev sting itself in the tissues of the 
mosipiito and after some days producing myiiads nf minute* sjKires, nianv of whreb 
eventually find their way into the ivoison glands ot the insei't, whu h then becomes 
able t4> inoculate malann into anyone whom it may bite It is by this inflation of 
anopheles mosquitoes that the mnlnrial para.site jx'rpetuates its species For 
although It can exist for many months or even years in the blood of man. it is 
inipnsorusl there . and without the intervention of the mosquito it could neither 
escajie nor pa.ss to another host, and would be ex|xvvfHl to the risk of extinction. 
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presciKV of j;arjiot<u‘> tos m the hl«HHl of an infeettyj fH'r^on ev»den<v also o 
paranites Iuimh}' suffertxl a partial rex erM\ whi -h hll^ foutal them to asRiiim 
clefcns^e and prepare a line of r>‘treat s*) that the speeies max eseape destfiu' 
As lon^ as thex an' in the hftnMl of man j^ainetxav tes an* qiueset'nt, aiu 
ipj to this they do not attract the|sanu* attemion from the jhaj:;»a\te» as tin 
? actixi* forms of the ]iaraM(e do ;j^id in coiiseijiieiK e are not so otti'ii attuckec 
ilestroxed Thex are thus en.ihhsl to remain f<n loii;^ peiauls m the emulation 
tinp; a chain e of es<a]H* And this i haiu e occurs ulien a fmnale anophc'h's mos. 
> of a stnt.ihle species sinks tlu' hlood .>1 the ndeited pi-is.,n Vi,d because tin 
piito has xxinjis and is impelUil at inteixals to seik wat. i in whnh to lay ejj:.j^s 
lloxxs tliai h_x the time the malarial j»arasit«' has complete,! ns development ii 
ho(lx’ and s])oro7,oUs ar«‘ present in her |>oison fj;lands (a protess whnh o«'t upie? 
list 1 ( t da_\ S ( sill' is almost t tmTiin to have h>f t t in* luuise m u i i< h sin* , olil i a« let' 
t lori \iid as t In re is a pood thanee ol her ht*inp hioupht into (ontint xxitl 
iniher of difff rent j»eop!e aft^r sin* has hecoine infet ted the piailiial ilisseini 
m of malaria is us.,ured uhereioi there ari' inf«*<ted p«*rsoiis amonp. the poj,u 

II ami sus'eptihle .s|m'( le*- t>f aiiopin'les niosqtntoes in tin* x n iin^x 

laiaria Prevention. - /n-rfi/noi'mii “Setlmp aside the pteat ailxmiM' that 
ai I nn'd to (M.r knowiedp* snne tin* <lis<o'. erx «»f tin* loniu’^ion hetxxeei 
iniloes ami maiati.i xet • ' eji pMor to this then* xxeie few infectious disease* 
ioroUf.d'lx under (ontroi in n p.mi to then nxoidaine as mahiii^ It^as tlu 
ira! a'tixitx of the r.n e that (oincrted s4*\oiel,x inf«‘( ilcat h dcaliiip malai in 

int*i saluh^ioiis, il.i'klx iiiiiahit aft d t*?ritoncs ami it was the devastation* 
arharn horde- that (haiiped tlioM* ft'rtih* fields to then oiipinal MOnlition 
p< imr.il prop! \ 1., \ is of rn.ilaria ( oid<! up to tin* liiseoveix of the moM|Ullo. 
rii! ^v'l*'. ht st.,t<d in oin xvoitl ' I lilt IX al ion iiinl this in a sense is still 1 rue 
in s,. iihl .iinl Will till'd imttioils had ti.is loinmon aim. the lepuhiTion of tin 

III moisture so as t,, jiroTiioti lertilitx Ihese npulations vxere to In* jiMout* 

'd I'X luitn.ilioii xxiil.oiit w ' 1 . ti iiie I m! was fan lx -iftained 'I'ln 

i)‘i foiild not he left as a pasture hut had to he sx sterna t n .i 1 1 \ planh'd xvilh 

-upan JUie Vm alx pt Us et< I he spe< ml propi'i ties of tin* sod and the i limal n 
' f " ‘I, . * - ' I !., a i ! t \ < iei I, i» d t hi I It* III I of t he pla lit 'I'hese li\ pien n I ep.ula lions 

itiuall V proiim ed i \ 1 1 ao rd i mi I X 1 1 sidi s 1 he ' ult i v a I n m of t he pi o urn I 

tfi* l)a oid St .indpoint mi/h’ h» d«'sipn.ite.i as a si>< ond impoi lani faitui 
ophvlaMs It XV. IS well known tfi.it w * mi iiiltivation is nepleifed e\ i n hl'altlix 
I . ' p I * II pi na 1 1 V of I Ml < t ion I !,i « \ 1 i n s n , * 1< ar inp of foi est h espei in II x luis 
n in Its waki seinnis ji sults foi the ne ipldioii r hood In swamps xxhere tiraiii 
vv .t impos- file .1 rip'll. ir livil v.as . inied at espei lallv diinnp tlu' summei 
h* hx the r I ,oiI,,t iol, of f(i Iieimoni .iml oiit/oiiip wat-iT, and hv tlu hiiildinp 
in* sin.e It was no: I .he ’l.ei lov.-t.d wiih water, hut ♦hat whnh was 
latelx iMidi ’ watir md • \po id to i i .ijmi at mn whnh xxa- t supjHised to 1 m') 

I rolls l',\i i-pt no .di V diirii.p ixin ♦•pideinn radnal measures wire undio 
1 , as tor instiime t lie ropn-nv floorjinp of malarial fori This was first put into 
lie hx- h.ni|M*do( les , later hx I,.in‘iM 

us loud sui mafx extrin t*-d from tie* papi s f>f Professor Mannaherp h x/velh 
n treat.** on malaria pixes m hroad outline the prim ijiles w)inh povi'rned 
-ia- preveiiiioti in the da> s Infore tin* disroxirv of niahina paiasiU* ami the 
uito-e\ili* of inteftioii fins system of lomhininp meiiHures for the riofuelwin 
darnx with thus*- for the iin jirox e'ueni of apriemllure has hei ome known in Italx, 

X it has l>i*en e\t4«nsixel> iinpioyed as “ Horn fir axione, ' ’ hut numeroua and 
sixe ojM rations emlMHlxinp tf»e same pnmipli*s have fx^eri Viroupht to a suceegHful 
usiim in every part of the pjoU- Ami although aKricultural profit h«x lK*en the 
diate end in x lew more often than snnitarv improx enient , the reduet, jon of mala* 
at has Tesidu*^! has often lM*«*n astonislunp ^ Tin* gmeessful reilu(<iori of mala* 

1 Great Hritam, Ih-lpiuin ami Holland ami many other parts of Kurofie has IxNfti 
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brought ubout by “ bonification,” although it haK not been customary to speak 
of the work under that name. And in India the restoration of Tanjore and the 
(iodaveri delta areas, threatened at one time with rum and deixipiflation, art 
equally deserving of notice as examples of sutcessful bonification. 

Mosquito reduction. — The success of liolnfitation as an anti-malarial measiirt 
deptuids very largely ujKjn the attion of two factor.s — (a) increase of the liumai 
Iiopulation, and (b) reduction of anopheles mosquitoes. But w'here conditions art 
suitable, as in most towns, and in other situations specially lavourable to the succes.^ 
of such work, mal.iiia mav la* attar ked with good results by measures specinll} 
designed ordy for reducing the nuniher of mosquitoe.s and aimed solelv at bringing 
this about *Sir Bonald Ross was t 1 m* originator of this metliod of attacking malaria 
and lit* has never reused to urge its arlopt ion It has been employed wrtii striking 
success again, st malaria at Ismailia and with ex( r‘lh‘nl results against >ellow fevei 
at Panama, Havana, Rio-de-Jan<‘iro ami othr-r places It is hevond ()uestion tlu 
iK'st anti-malai lal measun* for towns, and it will srxmer or later Ix^ adopted as 
part of thr* sanitary routine of all iiifr*! t»*d urban areas 

Quinine. - 1'he prop«*r tn'atinont rjf ra'-r-s of mahtria with quinine, whuh i- 
the most efivjjent of tin* alkaloids extiartr'tl from the (iiuhoria bark, diminishes 
the Hpn*ail of infr-ction among a popul.iiion veiv great!} Adequnh* quinine lieat’ 
nienl mav hr* ronsidererl theiclorc an r-liertivc nu*thod of malaria ]>revention It 
has Ix'err lounri as tin* ir-sull of long cxpr'ncnre also that jH’oph* ran protect thr'in- 
sr'hi's from arhial attacks, rjj malarial l<*v<-r with ( onsid«Ttible surress by taking 
small (loses of this drug when ihev ate obliged to risk exposure to infection in 
plact's where malatia is pievalent 

Protection from mosquitoee. Ih'foie Ross’s disr*ov('iv that mosrjuitoc,. carru'd 
malaria, expeiiencr* had shown that the us<> <»f mosrjuito nets often diminished the 
ehnm'(’,s of (ontrarting malftna And praitr'r t am from nuisq niter's eilht'i hy the use of 
nets w iregau/.e serer'iis or s|i»*ei.ill\ d(‘sigii(‘(| mos(ni g (».pi odi hoii>es is now rt'iognised 
us one ol th(' most ('(Jicieiit nu'ans of previ niing malaria Hut as in the r ase of rjuiri- 
iiie, the surress of this measure rh'p<'n<ls \rrv gr«*atl} upon tin* inti'lligeiue of thrase 
who use It, and it is not vetv sueiesshd .unong illiterate oi ivoorly-r-ducated (lasses 
unless they ati* suhj<*ct to sorm* soit of (ontrol 


Administration of civil justice in the Alipur Duars. 

5. Rai Sahib PANCHAN AN BARMA; AVill the Hmrble the 

MeinhtM in eliarg-t* of tlu‘ .Iiidieial Di'partinent In* pleastni to liiy on the 
talih' ilit‘ teports! made sinee l?10(l })\ the Distiict Jndg't'.s (oneerned to 
tlu‘ llon’hle lligli (\niit on the adniini>trat ion of civil justice in the 
AUpiir Duals in tli<‘ distint of dalpaiguri. and also the inenioiial suh- 
mitted hy the i>»*o|>h* of tin* Alipui Duars subdivision to His Kxeellencv 
the (iovernor of Ihuigal for placing- the administration of civil justice 
in the hands of a regular muiisif ? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: Relevant extracts from the 
reports for tlie vears IflOfi to 11120 arc onlv available and these, together 
with a copy of the imMiioiial .suhmitted hy the peojih* of Alipur Duars 
to His Kxct'llemy the (ioverncr, are laid on the table. 
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Ejrtracts front the Reports to the Hiph Courts Appt llote fettle, on the 

administration of Civil Justice in the Ihs'ttnct of Dinaj pur durintj the 

• * . ■ - 

yearns JUiHi-Jh nftned itt im thi rtply to unstiurcd t/tustifUi .\o. 0. 

I'.XH'rOr -III tlu' Court <if tin' MiAi^it at Ahpul DuarH Miits wtn* iiistituttHl 
and 1411 <lisjK)stHl oi ilvirinij; tta- la'*i st'\ «‘ti iiumil ^ of tin* \t ai. .iiul A'i suits riMuaino<i 
at the ( 10*^0 ul tho M'ar Ol llio suits instituted ‘ * weio suits lot iniuiey 

or liiot oablt's. ,s vwn' suits utuloi tlio Uitil l..i\v aiul 1*J wiue title aiuf other Niuls 

IIH)?-*!" hi ihe^t'ouri <*l tlie Muutiit ot Alipur Duals ‘J.f. suit ^ wete instilute<l 
Ml tlie past .is a^.iinst h’l in the se\eu tnotitlis ot the >eai previous t>| the suits 
1 list it ut I'T! I'sf were siiit^ lor tiioiu \ i>r moteafiles. ;t(i were suits uiidei tiu' Kent 

I. aw and 'J1 wiue title and other sult'^ in tlu past .is u^aiiist 7o ^ and TJ, iesp«'et 

i\«‘l> in the se\en months ol th* juetious ^e.^t '1 v\ o hundteil j nd eipjiieen suits 

were disjMis<'d ot in the last \ear as ap.uiist I Ih in the sex en luontUs <d the j>re\ lous 
_\eut Jiuil tsi suits reinaim'd jH'tidinp at the < lose of (he last us .ip.ainst 'X\ at the < lose 
ot tlie pTe\ loll^ \ear 

piMviio j,i -Ji,. Ct.urt of 1 lie Munsil ot Alipur Du. its sult^^vxete instituted 

in the last :is .ir’.iilist 'Jd'i in tlie plixioiis xeur t't liiese, III xnTe suits tot nuMiev 
or tnoxe.ihies 'J'J w < re sups uMtier tlu Kent Luxx and .'if xxete nth and other suds 
in the p.i^t Us apaUist 1 '' U Ad and *J1. r es juu ( i\ el\ in the pitfious 'I'wo 

liundred .tnd oiu sups \v « r e disposetl ot in the last .i-# up^aitist 'J 1 >' in (he plixious 
xe.ir and ol suits rein. lined pmnlinp .i> tlu « los«* ot tlu- hist us .ipuiiist ul at the 
I iosi ol t he pr ( x lolls \ e.ir 

Ih^'.Opi lu t h« (ol tl .i! the Mui.sit o) \llput Duars '.*dl suits weie liotituteii in 
tlu last .is iie.iinst 'll in tiu pi. \ lolls xt.ii (M (h.'s. l.’ll weii' hints for rnonex or 
n.i .X < .1 ill* s lo Will suits und. r ti* K. nl l.uxx .ind .M xxere title and ot liei Miitn 
in ttu p.ist .IS .p'aiiist Iff. 'J'J ,ind .tl. nsp,., tixelx in tiu prexioio xe.ii 'I w o 

hundo'd suits xxeii disposod ot in th* l.ist .n .ipuinst L’ui in tiu piexmas mmi , und* 

7J suifu te*:iaiin'd peiidiiip .it t h* . los. of tlu' last :is u|,*ainht PI i,t the * lose of 
l !a pi * \ loils \ *'.ir 

Ihlit-l I In the ('ourt of the .Munsif ot Alipur Diiais J‘J (.miits w* ie iiistMuted 
Ml 111 . l.i"t u'- .ipiinst ‘J'd in tiu' pi. I lolls x*-ii <>1 these lAO \xti«- Milt' for iiioneN 

or ttiox,,d,h's j,t Win- suits umh I tlu K*-nt l.»w ..nil J.d Wen- tith und otlui suiIh 
in tlu' {fhst .IS .ip.iiiist l.dl In .iiid *> f r esp, , t n * 1\ , in the previous \eur Two 

huiulred and tiurts-siv suit- w.r*' di-po-.-d of in tl. l.ml us jipaiiist ‘JtKl m the 

pr*x Mills xe.ii and 1 lo suits riun.t m.'.l j.*-ndinp’ .it tlu- .los*. of th* lust as apuiiiht 72 
at tiu .los* ol tl,* x*'.ir pitM.'dinp 

T.dl 12 1 n ; he (’our t ol ih* Muiisit ot th.' Mij.iii DuutH 12tj suits XX. r*' institute*! 

II. tiu' hast as ap.iinst 27o m th* pr*-x auis \*.ur <M this*- 2H2 wer«‘ Muts I*m iuoim'V 

or mi*x ♦■uhl*". ‘O xxer*' suits urnhi tie Kent I.axx uii*l 17 vxere title ulld ot hei Milts 
in liie p.ist as .pjainht Idd, l.A and fd, resjH*. t ix .-lx , m th** piexenis x».ur T vx«> 

htindn'd and si\t\ suits w.T*' <lisj.*»s,.,} ,,f m tlu- la-t .is jipiiinst 2.do in ih*‘ pM'XMuis 
>*‘ar, and 2-s'' suits r.'rn.iino*! {HMulint' at the c los*- of lii*. last us at;ainHl Ilf) at th** 

* los* o( th* x.-ar pr«.«-erlin^; 

Id! 2-1 .4 - In til*, (’ourt *d th** Munsjf *»f Alipur DiuIth l.Vf suits wei*- just it ut**! 
in the last an attainst 42('i in tlu* pri'x lous \«-ar • Of these, 2c[i w<-re suit** lor inunev 
or mox*.ahleM. l.Ti w*.r*- suits un*l*r the U^uit Law iiid dl w«*re tifh* .ind otluT KUiti* 
in the juist as ap;ainsi 2*^2, d7 am! 47, reh|M'< t ix elv in tin* pr*'v kmin v<*ur F ixe 
hundred and Reveiity-wnen *iuitK wer*- rlispoM^*! of in th<* last nn npptinst 2(Vl in th** 
pre\ loUh >e{ir , and IH," suits r**rnairuHi |M*n<lin;; at the < Iom* of the last as Hgiiinst 
288 at the elo*ie of the previous ye ir 
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the Court of the Munsif of Alipur Duars 440 suits were instituted 
in tlie la.st as against 45d m the previous year. Of these, 2G9 were suits tor inorie} 
or moveables, 104 were suits under the llent Law and 67 were title and t^her suits 
in the past as atj;ainst 2()9, 13*3 and 51, respectively, in the previous year. P'ive 
hundred and forty-seven suits were disposed of in the last as against 577 in tVe 
previous year, and 96 .suits remained pending at the close of the last as against 
185 at the close of the previous year. 

1914- 15 — In the Giurt of the Munsif of Alipur Duars 431 suits w’ere instituted 
in the last as against 410 in the previous year. Of these, 296 w'ere snit'^ for money 
oi movi'ables, HI were suits under the Rent Law and 54 weie title and other suits 
in the past as against 269, 101 and 67, respectively, in the previous year Four 
humiied and tdty-three suits were dispusi't! of in the last as against 547 m the 
previous year, and 110 suits remairii'd pending at the close of the last as against 
96 at the ( lose of the previous yinir. 

1915- 16 —In the Omrt of the Munsif of Alipur Duars 446 suits were instituted 
Ml the last as against 4.31 in the previous vear Of these, 294 woic .suits for moiiev 
or moveahles, 106 vv«*re suits under the llent Law and 46 v\ere title and other suits 
Ml the past aiPngainst 296, HI nn’l 51, rissper tn ely, in the pn-vious yeai Four 
hundred and forty-twu suits vveie disposed of in the* j>ast as against 47>;{ ui the 
prev lous ^ear , i^rid 14H suits remained pending at the close of the l.'ist as against 

1 10 at the close of the j>rev ipus vear 

191<>-17 In the C/oiiit of the Munsif of Alijuir Duars (v4 I suits were instituted 
Ml tlu* past as against 446 in the previous vear Thiee hundri'd and Hi\t\ -three 
of thesi* suits were for nioiu'V or inov eahles, 2-31 under the Rent Law and jiO Were 
title and other suits in l.he last as agaMisl 291, 106> and lo. i espi'ct i\ el\ , in the 
pnseding vear Seven hundred and thirtv-six w<Te disp<is(*d of in the last as agaiiiHl 
■I 12 Ml t he previous .vear, w liile 77 itMiiaiiied pioidnig at theiio^eot the last a^ against 
* I Is at I lie close ol the previous \i>ui 

1917- lH In the Munsif's Court at .Vlipur Duars 511 suits vveri' instituted in 

the past as against (>11 in tin* previous \»‘ju riuee liundred and tmi ot these 

weie suits lot nionev oi ino\ ('iilih'", 12o srut'^ nnd«'r the Kent ]..i\v and 7 >' were 

title and other suits m the past as against 36.3 231 and 5n. respei t iv el\ , in the 

jirev lous vi'iir Five liuiidieil and thirt\-s«‘V eii suits were disj^Kised ot iii jtfie past 
as against 7.56 in the previous vear, while 89 .suits remained jiending at the close 
of the past iw aga trust 77 at the «‘lose of the previous vear 

1918- 19. In the iNIunsiFs (’i>uri nt Alipur Duars suits were instituted in 

the past as against 511 mj the previous year. Two hundred and si\ty-two of tliese 
were suits foi money or luov eahles. 178 suits under the ILuit Law a,nd 5!) were 

title and other suits in the past as against 310. 126 and 78. resjHutivelv in the 

previous year Five hutidred and fifty-iught suits wore disjarstnl of in the jaist as 

against 537 in the previous \ear. while 7(1 suits remained pending at the close of 

the past aa against 89 at the elose of the previous year. 

1919- 20. — In the Munsif s C.ourl at Alipur Duars 62'9 suits were instituted in 
the past as against 499 in tlie previous year Four liundred and thirty-two of 
these were suits for money or moveables, 143 were suit.s under the Rent I.aw- and 
54 wore title and other suits in the post a.s against 262, 178 and 59, respectively, 

111 the previou.s vear Si.\ hmulriHi and forty suits were disposed of in the past as 

Bgttiuot 56vS in the previous year, while 111 suits remaine<l jvending at the close of 

nnat as ttuainst 70 at the (lose of the previous year 
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1920-21. — In the Mvinsjf’s Court at Alipur Duurs fvIO suitjn were»institut4»d in 
the jmst as aKumst 029 in the pre\ iouh year Thnn* huiulriHi and eiKhtt»en of these 
were suitg for money or !noveal'le^, 107 were suiU*. under the Kent Law *i.ni <'s*> 
were title and other suits in the as against 132. 143 and r>i. i esjHH't i\ ely . 

i» ilie previous year. Fi\o hundrtHl and twt» suits were disixi^tvl of in the jMist 
fts against 040 in the proMous >ear.V%hile IM s^nts remained in'iidinj; at* the (lose 
of the past as against 114 at the elosi'^if the preiioiis year 


MetnonaJ rrj^'rrcd fo in tJir rtjdij to unstiirri'i} tjut'sti(>n \o. ,) 

His Kxtu.i.KSt i ihe Ki(.in Hon lu j 

L V W UKM K .1 OWN LlMllJ Hi K\lll o| ito.N \ 1 OMI 1 ^ . Ot IK . 

ton erftiir oi Heiigiil 


'rill' hiiinhh' iiu'inorial ol the utidei signed 
nihahitants of the .Mipur HiuiTs suhdjviMun. 
within the dl^trut of Jalpaigun 


Most ia.s|'K(”l Kl I LY hllFWtTII 

1 li.il tile vast popul.it ion ot the whole ol India ara* now enjo>ing man> prn i* 
leges and various sorts of adv.intages utalei tin iK iugn Hntish nile and the Ueforins 
reei'iit niaiigurated 

That >oiit huinhle inemon.ihsts ai» laliouring midei a gtiuit disadvantage legard- 
mg t!t* .ulni mist I at ion ot < i\ il jUstno 

Ihat sinee the nnneN.ition ol Mu \S<Mejn iMi.tfs h (h*' Htitlsli Hiij, the silh 
divisional nyigistrate oi .Mipur Hn.irs .tloiu- I'U a long tune and in leient veais t he 
iilniiv isi.oial niagistrate and a suhdeputv in igmt r.ite Inive heen tiving < iv il Hints 
iii'luding title Mills, small lanst < oui t suits, eit i, vv hn li are done throughout 
Id'iigal h> inunsifs 

1’hat at the time (d atim xatioii itom Hliiit.ni. this p.ni of the eountrj Was 
almost eoveied with jungles and infesiod with wild animals, hut siiiee tlnui, umier 
tile lirili.Mi administration, tin* <ondition has iiiipioved in e\ eiy w u> d'he |K>|iulation 
n.is im reastal i oiisiderablv almost al! lands huvf h.en settleil witli tenuntH and 
brought under lultivation, the vahn- ot lamls h.i'^ m-iisMitilv un reased t4> a great 
extvuit, the Hunitaiv eiuidilion lias also imptovivl, tin* est a hlishmeiit ot a liigh 
I'.nghsh s< iiool at tin* in^adcju.irter s and pitmarv S( Itools in all ImalilieM in the 
mufas5ial have enlight<*ned the peoph < on'- nii-rahlv the hilt trilM*s have migraUvj 
to otfier places, and p«*oj»le from Uangpur and .Jalpaigiiri Sadur have lK*en si'ttled 
here, the openings of railwa.vs ami ro.id^ throughout the miIkI i v isnm have afforded 
ttie {Msjple o[){Mir tuiutu's for easv i ommunieut ion and f.o ilitaes for conduetiiig 
all sorts of busineKH and traffn , w hen in all ilireitionn this Hulxiiv ision ih making 
improvements, th«*re is no reason wliy eivil administration of justie** Hhouhl lag 
Indiind • 

That owing to cxinstant ehanges of the hul>-4i<»piit> rnagistral^i who ih the N(*<orid 
<iffiet*r here, a tonsiderable nurnlser of < ivil suits remain in abojanee until the 
new ofTu^'r is vested with the power to try < iv d smth by the Honourable High 
( oiirt 

That during tlie last twelve months aft^^r the transfer of Itabu Han (Tharan 
ilanerjet*, Habu Hajendra Nath Gupta, llabu^Hhyamananda Hanerjee and Maiilvi 
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Abdul Sattfif, hub-deputy rnaj^ist rates, wc*r<* successively posted here as second 
olficcrs, anrj on every < ban^e two or three montlis elapsed when the now incumbent 
was eni|K)wered by the Honourable High Court to try civil suits. ^ 

'J'hat the practne of ( ivil .suits bmng trie I by majii.stiates ha.s been a failure 
loi the f(tllowintt reasons • — ^ ^ 

(d) 'I'hat the suhdiv isional iiiaj^istrate bjinji; tourni^ officer and being alread\ 
o\<‘fwofk<‘d with criminal and reienue matter^ hardly finds time to attend 
regularly to cuil matteis 

(h) 'J’hat the so(onil offic(*i is also tlu* trcasur\ olla er and he has to do lots 
ol (iiininal < as(>.s i''(Ji these reasons civil < ases are unneiesarily adjourn- 
ed and the parties harassed to their great inconvenience and loss 

I/I 'Iliat a perusal ol the aj)p«-ll;ite judgments ot the Alipur Duars sulxlivision 
f(U lh(‘ last thr<-e years wil! speak lor itself how civil wolk is admiiiisttTed 
luTe 

'J'hat Mr K N. Itoy, kite Distinl Judge ol Itarigpur, insjtei ted the Ah})ur Duars 
suhdiijsion in llltld, and Mr I A l‘i/.e( Inel, District .fudge of Jlangpur insj)e<ted 
m JlMlf), Iroin the remarks of both these gmitlemcri if would apj»ear that (i\il 
admiuislial ion*"at Alipur Duars wa-. administeieii in the most ii regular win The 
coiiflil ion (d the snhdn ismn has (onsnlerahly iinprmefl, siine the inspeitioris aho\(* 
releiied^o, in .^•vei \ wa\ «X(ej»t adininisti alion (d < i\ il justice 'I'liat a iH’rus.d 
of till' w hob' of tin* misjmm tv m H‘j«trts a!)o\«‘ ri'feried to and a consideration of the 
present cireurnstanees will com line \(»iii K\(elh*in\ that then is urgent iietessiiN 
of posting a regular mtinsif liere 

That tile (loiernment income from tin* sale of (ourldees usf'd in ci\il lases 
alone in the u*ar liH'O «*X( ceiled ID 10. OOP ’J'iic inimhm of civil stats 'Vnionex . 
title. et( ) instituted in tlie \ear 1‘I20 is non-jndn lal miscelluiienus M and 

execution tcctal M() 'Ihough. on tin* face of the te(*ord, tin* numla*! si'<*ms 

small ill conipansoi. with tin numher '>i '.uit-. instituted in tin* (>thi«r subdivisions 
ol Heiigal, the niinihei i.s small not because loi want cd c.iuses ctf ac non arid not 
hectiiisc* the* j»eoj)h* cd this division clo ricct conic to (ourt for rediess of real and true 
causes hut for want cd laci!itn*s arni tor want cd sp<.cd\ and legal disposal of smts 
Had an opportunitv hc(*n givc*n to tin-m, \our hnnihic iiiemonalisis ficlicvc the 
nninhei would have been at least four times that now in the rt'cord, iiiasimuh as all 
aggrieved pc'ople would come to court for redress which now' thev rc'luctantK 
uhandoii foi want of facilities 

'I’liat. thc> same law prevails througliout the* Westc'rri Duars which consists 
cd twelve pargutuis, five of which, v i/ , North M.iinaguri, Soutfi Mainagun. 
('hcngnian, Amhari-Falakatu. and Magrahat arc* within the jurisdiction of 
Jalpaiguii Sadar and are thc'ic'hv c*njoMiig saluOcrv ju iv ili*ge.s of rc'gular niuiisifi 
udminist rut ion wliile the other parts (id the* same \V(*sterri Duars), viz parganas 
Imkxipur, Kast Madan, Wc*si Madan. Ctiiikuh4*ti. Jhixa, IJhatiban and Vedka. ttioiigh 
smiilarlv c'lreumstaneed. are deprivcsl of the alK>vc* privileges, only bc*cause they 
fall within the lurisdniion cd this suhdi\isn)n 'I’hat tlic'refore vour liuiiihle memo- 
rialists inav legitimulc'ly elaun the a'lvantages of u miinsih along with the* sister 
parganas 

That vour Km oilency’s* humble inomoriahsts most res|H*ctfully enter a strong 
protest against the svsteni of c'lv ibsuit.s la'ing tried hv magcstrate.s, and ])ray that 
the same should i ease at otu'e. and a rc'gular munsif bo posted hert* at an early 
date That your K\c‘c‘llenc*y will Ive graeiousl\ plea.sed to allow your Iiumhle memo- 
rialists to eiijccy a privilege which is l)eing enjoyed throughout Bengal and thus 
remove a long-felt grievanct* 

And your humble memoriahsU as n duty bound afiall ever pray. 
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6. *br. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: Will tin linn IK thn Mt m 

4>t^r in i‘harp:<' of the Police Derailment he }»leasfi] to >tatt' tlu" naiiu's of 
the thanavS which havi' ^ot noYele^M'aph otiiM*, ami the name! of tin' 
unions, in tlie juriMlu'tion of ^^lluh there m in>t t>\en a ]»ost oliu'c!'' 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: A Imt of tin' |H>lne-stat u*nv 
in llen^^al m pljfced on the lihmiv taiile It ^ho\N > at \\l\n h )ioln e- 
station# there i> a tele^rraph office 

A statemeTit laid on the table -^how in^^ the total nunihei of union', 
and the numhei of unions. in which theie is no post ofiict' It is not 
c-oiisidcied in'ct'ssai’N to ])iint the names t.f tiie l.lhti irtiioiis in ulinli 
there is no ])ost office, hut tin' names \\ ill he shown ti* the nieinhei it 
In' desires. * 


St litntn nt > rf, rr*'<} ti) dT if>t' n‘}>hi i * unstanr l .iK^stioi, Ve s/t,nrihii 

t}i( finnit)f>r Ilf utti’Uis (iH'l the h n mtur n* i/Ninn" in u iku U (/irir 

la no j>ost o ffice. 



I'O a: • ’ 
t M.. 

MUM < >( 


II M. 1 !' 



1 . i .. 

< ),. a 1 ... , 

1 ui-l. 


1 

1 .'lO'l 


1 i I. ! 

Pin 'ii'i N< . lM\ 1''!"'. - 

1 4 d’-irguiiHs 



*< u» 


Na<ha 

'.f. 


2 1 1 



1 x 7 


1 10 





1 a; 


Khuhia 

1 

* ' 

K 7 


'I’l.liil l<'l 111 ' 

1 IH! 

TV 

7 1 '' 


Hi R['\\ AS I M\ IM- 'S 

Biir<iv\!ui 

hi 

ir.:. 

U 

17 

Hirnliuii) 

•i 

171 


1 ns 

Hunkiirii 

‘.i.'p.l 

• 

1 . 7 « 


Mi<lua{>ore 

1 4 f» 

I'll 

1 oi 

1 7 1 

Hoi.^hly 


207 


70 

Hewrafi 


X 2 



Total for the Divimoii 

44 >i 


2 ‘.tO 

442 


• 

— 

— 
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4« 

NrMBt'B OP Unions 



Totai, ni 

MHKH OI 

j V wnicH 

THEKE IS 


1 MONS 

.NO POST OFPICK. 


Uliniikidari 

•'tuoii 

Chill kid iri 

Union 


Uriiotw. 

Uof nil 

Unions. 

Hoards. 

1)A('<a Divisins — 

t 




Dacca 

12S 

130 

10t‘ 

31 

Myrn' ii'-in^li 

772 


368 


Karidpiir 

24r, 

r»8 

180 

0 

liakiu”aiij 

482 


382 


Total foi Me DinisI'iii 

i,7o:i 


1,170 

37 

(’lllfl A'.(tN(i I>1V1M.)\ — 





t.'lii t nt; 

2f'2 


1 (H 


Tipi.cm 


2:>:i 


1 3.3 

Notikliali 

112 

37 

71 

2^ 

'I’otal for t Im |)i\ isKoi 

f04 

220 

2 '.2 

ir.r, 


KaiSIIAHI I>I\|n|()N-" 

KhI^IijiIii ... 241 ... Ifi'* 


hioajf.ilt 

323 

1 . . . 

2*17 

Jaljiaimiri 

-M‘.2 

233. 

liaiimnit 

3',2 

278 

Hi'CTU 

132 

2(1 

I’alma 

211 

1 22 

Maliia 

1H6 

i41 

Daijcoliii^- 

24 

10 

'rntal foi t llf I)|\ IHIOIl 

. 1,737 

1 ,312 


I’u-t l\riAI 'I’ol K] 




To(#l nun.lM'r of 
Unions. 

N iimt..'r .f 1 III ,1 
whi. 'i th T, HI 

ofll. •. 

(d) ( 'liailkl.iai t riiK.ns 


... 6 475 

3,806 

{f>) UtiMU Ito.lldi 


... 1.408 

60 1 


I’lrlnl 

... 6,8‘<4 

4,466 
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Calcutta Medical College: Hours of attendance of Surgeons and 
Physicians. 

7 . Dr. ilATINDRA NAli^ MOITAA: Will tlu llofi bU* iho 

Minister in eliui^e ol the De]):ii l iiieni nt Local St'lt-( iovcrnnitMil be 
pleased to state — 

{t) the houis ot attendance at the Calcutta Midual ('olh'^^e 
Ho.sj^tal tor the I'iuhijmI, the (tphlhalnin Siiip'-con. the 
()b>tt‘tric Suigeon, and nlhci visitinj; Suii^eon> and l’h\si- 
cians ; 

[u) vhuh of tliose medical otlict*i\s are allowed “pinaic piattnc” 
and wliu li “consulting- ohIn , and • 

(in) what is meant b\ “consult im; piactice" and ht»w ilocs it difVci 
floin o!d]na 1 \ pinate piactn**'-' 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: i Ihc houis 

id atUMidaiice foi all tin; tiM. hinu staff an* S \ M tt> I l \ m» . InitP^licN also 
.ittfiid in cases of enH‘i|;ciH\ whenevci a^kod to do so b\ the 
levidiMit staff, while the I'liinijial aftetids the hospital fioiu 7 \ M ainl 
aL'ain in the afteiiM)on, as w»dl as in the exeiiinp*- if HMjiiiicd 

{ All aie allowed )ei\ate pt .o t k e e\cejit tlie Ihiinij>al who is 
allowial i Olisult llifj:- in.otne onl\ 

ill}) Tn tlie ( ase (d (uditiaiN pii\ate praotne a do< toi attends a 
patient at his leijin-st or that (d his fiieiids oj lelalnes. whereas m the 
( as<‘ of lonsiiltme- ]ua» ticca do« toi mahes piofes'.ional visits otil\ w hmi 
tlie phvsKian in .ittendatne on tin- jiatieiit asks him t<» do so for th(‘ 
pur p<»se of coiisiiltat ion 


Sale of quinine through post offices. 

8 . Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: hn Is tie IfonMde the 

Minister in chai^’-'* of tlie I )e|).ii t nient of I,o<al S< i f-f i < o cl n men t aware 
that the siipplv of (juiriiiie thiouirli tlie j.t>'.t idln e^ is iiiadeipiaf c to 
meet the demands of the jicople'*' 

(In Is the Ilon'ble tlie Minist.-j aware tliat jjrrave abuses ar<‘ (loje 
Jtiiij^' 11]) in some ])ho es in the sjib* of ijuinine t lironj.^h tlie jiost ofhr f's 
inasmiK h as manv loi al deah-is len up ipnnirie from siuue jiost offices, 
nnd sell tlimn retail at exoibitant rafc's'-" • 

(cl Is the Ilon’ble the Mini'-ter aware- that manv pedtv tradr*srnen 
'.dulterate the ])ost oflb e (|Uinnie ami sell thmn in separate* tahh*ts to 
the pe'o])le in tlie mnfassal'*' 

( r/') Are the fioverTtmerit e-orisidenn]^' the aelvmahilitv fd eb-visin^^ 
means of supplying? a pure ami suffieieit epiantitv of rpiinirie hv irnprov- 
tng the present arran^^'nient and. in addition, hy arran^Mn^' nale in* 
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sealed tuhes through the civil suigeons of districts or through some 
other agency r' , ' 

The Hon’ble Sir SURiLNDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) No 

coin{>]aint.s ahfjut shortage of supjdies have been received since the intro- 
ducliorj ot the prc'SfMit sysOun uridei- which every head othce leceives 
20 boxes and eveiy bianch and sub-jio.st othce 10 boxes as a pennaiient 
advance. J'iv(‘ry box eontaJtis 10 “treatments/' i.c., 20 tabh*ts of 5 
grains of quinim* in glass tubes. This permanent advanw* is replen- 
ished on tlie jiostmaster remitting the value of half the con.^ignment 
allotteil to linn Provided theieloie that theie is no (hdav on the part 
(d tin' jiosi inaslei , hi‘ shouhl have d hexes ii hand continiioilslv . 

[h) No such .ease lias Iksui lirnug'ht to the notice of ( io\ eriiinent 
sinef‘ the juice (d eai h treatimuit was raised, from 4 annas, to S annas, 
in ord(U ii>i(‘\ent |uaetie(‘s (d' tin* kind rideried to in the (pK'stion. 
Th(‘ torniei juiec* \v,is Udow tin* mai ket jince and it was necessai v 
to jueveik* prohteeiing on tin* jiait id deal(*is W'ho were* susjieeted ot 
buying uj) the tiealnn'ips loj sale at a laigelv enhanced juice .Now* 
that the niembei liasdiawn tin attention ot (lovernment to tin* jiossi- 
bilitv (da lecurieme cd' ju ofiteenng (d this kind, iiniuiin's will bi* made 
and ( lov (*i nineiit will eoiisnh'r the ipiestion of lal,^ITlg the juice again 
if it IS found to b(* n(*c(*ssai\ in oi(h*i to jU(*\(‘nt ]uofit(‘(uing 

( (d (iovmnment liavi* no inloimatioii but will inaki* imjiiines To 
safeguard tin* juildic against adiilleiated (juinine being s(dd t(t tliem as 
(iov(*!nment (|Uiniin*, ea< h tabh*t has a luoad ariow slamjx'd (in it. 

id) d'he aiisW(‘i is in the in‘gati\<* The Civil Surg(*ons' (dhe(‘s 
vv(*re foiiin'ilv tin* ag(‘ne\ foi tin* distribution of (juinine. but this 
s\st<*m was abidished owing to its uiisatisf.n-tory i(*su]ts, r u . defalca- 
tions and thefts of (juinim* occurr(‘d, and (Inua* were conlini.al' coni- 
jilaints that the j»ost othei's did not gel sujijdies regiilarlv and that 
tln*r«' weie detieienei<‘s in the ijiiantitu's suj)}>li<Ml. 


Tolls on Rangram Ghat bridge in Kandi. 

9. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: In continuation of 
m> iinstarred (juestion with resjvect t(* the levy, by the Distiict Board 
of Murshidaliad. of tidls on the budge of Hangram (ihat. in the Kandi 
suIhIi vision of the .Ntui shnlabad distiiet, at the meeting of 4th July 
last, will tin* Hon'ble tin* ^linist(*r in charge of the Dejiartnient of 
l.oi al S(*lf-( iov«‘rnmt*nt lx* jdeased to state 

[,i) whether the c(»st im'urred by the District Board, for the 
construction of the Iwidg** at Rangram amounted to or was 
Ivelow R.s. 10,000 ; 
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(b) whetlier the toll inipoM'd <»n tlie brul|fo of Hau^niin i8 for any 
' of the pui|H»es <‘oiitejnplate«l in He< tion S(>A, proMSO clauses 
to {(I) of Ih'iij'ulVVcl 111 of ISSo; 

(r) if riot, iiii(h‘r wliat ( n i‘s uuthi»n>o<I h\ what law or 

pci in issKO, <»f tin* ioLrhri .oil hnrinc>.. i^ tin- lol! cliai^^cil; 

{</) wlu'tiici the llioi’hlc tin* MiM-tci i.v a\\a!c ol llic niMOi- 

xciociHCN. hai ilsin an«l tiouMc-.. thi- paoplr m i,retnTal 
and til?' tait '>**ri in p.otonLii t-* '.iihi-i ou in^” t«» the 

' rc'-t rirt K )n s |iut on ilimi h\ t lu' «">t aid I'-hincnl ciuploNcd on 
t hr hi idr-r . and 

(cl whether it i*”* in the eotilempl.it ion of the l)i>t!Ht Hoard to 
pio\)dr aTi\ primanri.t )a il t\ in the pa^Naijr o\ei the ii\ei 
l)\ *11.0 ( oust ryot ion of a iri.-nho /'i/i < ; In nice in the Jil.o e of 
.1 triiipoiaM hainhoci hrnir-e. and, li no when is^liie ni lirine 
to lie i 1 \ eii eflei t to 


The Hon'ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: i H,.' 

I In aN irpoitt'ii hs the IfiNtint Ho.'oj ale aN fidloWN 1 p lo 11M7-1S 
e h* 1 1 , iJI .t in leM. WaN a la’liV-NeaNO fi-t I \ In l!tl'''-llt the IllNtllct 


aid Njient IIn 1<I. I >'» ol a /■'/ 


n 'e w a \ .if t h<’ fen \ and in ot del 


t la outli\ lie. ded to do. la»e the feii\ to he a whole s ear 
} ] \ ,je,d to leal ^e 1 o|U lot « ?.,^s.ir.U^ tla telnjioIaM htldj^O' tlicie .Since 
ten tolls ha\ o hi en I e.:n!.o i\ i in pos,., j , ci p« i on-n nj.’’ t li is hi idp‘ 

. No- 


, . 'I he toll le.illNed Undei the Heliir.ll h'elMeN A<t ill wllieh till 
dootaniof ateM\ imludcNa tenipoiai\ hndtre 

, iff It In jepo’ted that no hiidNh’O "» timihh' his hern i aiised and 

iftt no I'e'-t rn t loll N ate pm on tialfn h\ tin Id i sfi men t In the 

T M a ‘son t he 1 . \ el l > foi da hh a ’ d t ol ! n .i | e I ea 1 1 N<-d o n 1 \ f 1 olll Jicl'Homs 
ho Uni- the hinlLO' and not fiom tlioN«- unui^’’ tin* lord 


\ No 


Child mortality in Eden Hospital, Caloutta. 

10. Babu BROJENDRA KI8H0R RAY .CHAUDHURIs (</) 

dll the 11 on’hle the MiniNter in ( harc‘‘ ^‘f the Department of Local .Self- 
[»\ t*rn men t h<* pleaN»‘d to Ntate whetino jt is tine that nearl\ one out of 
'er> SIX ( hildreii hnrti in the Hen^ali Lalnnir Ward died in the Lden 
EMipital dnnn^^' the laNt d \earN ^ 

(h) If s*K ho\% is this late of irifatitde mortalit\ in the Ivh-n flos- 
1 accounted for? 
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(c) What arraiigemont i.s there for taking postnatal care of the child, 
ren Ixiin in the Eden Hospital:' 

The Hon’ble Sir 8UREi;rDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and 

The total nuinl)(‘r ol hirths among ileng-ali women in the Eden Hospital 
during 1920 was 708 of which lOT were still hirths (29 premature). TU 
still hirths were j)racti(;all\ all case.'^ ol women who had heen mai,\ 
days in labour in tln^ hands of midwnc*^ and others and who came inn 
hosjiital as a last la^sori. The niimlHo ol deatlis among childien hoi; 
alive in th(‘ Kdioi Hosjntal wa'> 29 out of 001 or an infantih' hiortalii\ 
of 1 in 22. Details of these 29 deatlis an* giviMi htdow: — 

Living, hut part lally as})h\ Mated (not ri*co\ erahle) 9 

('ongenitiil s>]>hilis .. 15 

Diarrho'H (from inanition) . 5 

« 

Th<* lahour ca.ses admitted to th(' Ldioi Hospital consist mainl\ oi poi ’ 
and hoiFeless iWomen, and tin* infantile morta1it^\ is due to the piesahoM- 
of sy]>hiliti(‘ disea.se an 1 to the po\eity and nisanitai ,\ stii loundings f 
their lives. 

(c^i d’her(‘ an* at prc'^ent n<» anangem(*nts for the postnatal (aie r' 
tie* (hildren hoin in the hospital. l'!acticall\ all tin* mortality eN'[)ei 
eiiced IS the re.-ailt td antenatal dis(*;isc and negl(*ct which ])ostnat.il cai' 
cannot do awa\ with 'I’lie LiiiKipaL Mednal Collegt* Ilo>]ii{aK. 
now working out a comprelu'iisi ve scheim* foi the estahlisliim*nt of .i’ 
<*xtern (liiiic in (onnection with tiu* Eden Hosju^al whei(*oy on Ih 
reeei])t of notification of a pregnanc\ , (‘\(*rv ])ossihle advice and In ' 
will h(‘ given to the mother during tin* last f('W' months of In*! ti i:: 
of gestation. 


Privilege leave to members of Bengal Judicial Service. 

11. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM' With n‘ference to m\ unstarn* 
(|Uestion No. (>!, ask('d at tin* meeting of the 29(h August, Ut21. wi! 
tlie llon’hh* the Moinht*! in (diarge of t In* .1 udicial De])art nn*n t he jdea-'e': 
to stall* wdiethi*!* a final communication from the (loverninent of Jud u 
has het*n reeei\ed on the suhieet referred to in the afore.said (i\n*Ntioi ' 

The Hon’bleSir ABD-UR-RAHIM; The answer is in the negati'* 

Appointment of members of Bengal Judicial Service to the first grade 
District Judgeship. 

12. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: With reference to ray unstarrei 
question No. 58 asked ata the meeting of the 29th August, 1921 
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to 


11 the Hon’ble the Member in charst» of the Apjxnntment Department 
pleased! to state whether thcf (toveriimeiit contemplate taking any 
f>.s which would enable a meinlH*' of the gal (^ivil Service (.liylicial) 
obuiin an apiniiiit meiit m the fi\st giad»‘ of l)i'*tnct JudgewS^ 


The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WH E E LE R : 1 *i u>ns to t he tii st gi ade 

3)i’>tiirt Judges ai<‘ ba^ed on nient and seinoiMty. anti (iovenmient do 
i making' an\ extepiion tt) thi> jnineijde in fuNour of the 

ligal ( 'i \ il Sei \ lee. 


The*”Hoq-Katha.” 

13. Babu llEVENDRA LAL KHAN: (n) Is Du Ilou'hl.- Die 

lliilii’r ill ilmiiri' of tile I’olitii.il l)<'|iiii t nu'iil iiwaii' of (ITc |iiililu-ii- 
|i of a ptMiodnal t*ntitl(Ml “ I Io(j-Kaf ha” h' 

• m 

(h) Will the 11 on ’}»le 11 H* ^leinbei be pleu'^et^ to statt* wh<‘tht*r it 
I fat t that t h«‘ e<»'^t of it" publhatnoi i" btnne b\ the ( t o vei nim*nt 

(e) If .so, ^^ll! the Hon’hh' th<‘ Meinbei be pltMist'd tt> statt* 

{t) Hiow Him li lias bt'en saiittnnietl foi tiu* puipt»se, and untier 
what htM'l It iv i‘nter<*d in tin* Hmlget; 

( n I the name of t he g<*nt leman \v In > edits the pa jHU . and tin* anioiint 
h* 1 et ei V es as hissalaiv of honoiaiium; 

(in\ the tdijtMt of siich publieatitm; ami 

(ir) wliether the papet is .sent fit'c tt> any pei.stm bv |>t»Mt. ami jf 
HO. to w hoin h 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Henry Wheeler): <ti) Yes. 

(h) No, 

(c) Dties not arise. 


Lawyers suspending practioe owing to norM>o-operation. 

Ne. Babu JOCENDRA KRISHNA ROY: Will the Hon’ble the 
inl>er in charge tif the .liitlieial Department Ik* pleased to state the 
t>f lawy<‘r** in each dintriet t»f lietigal and in (’alcutia who hiive 
|pended practice owing to the nt»n-ct>-<»|K‘rat ion rno\ement? 

|fbe Hon’ble Sir ABO*UR-RAHIM: bA statement containing the 
iirmation required, as far as it can l»e ascertained, is laid on the table. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to unetarred quetlion No. 14^ showing 
the number of lawyers in Bengal who are reported to have suspended 
pr^artir£. 


DmtricU. 


Number of Uwyert 
who here 8 UB(x nd- 
ed practice. 


liurdwaii 

liirhliurn 

Nadia 

Baiikiira 

I’aidia ami Bogra ... 

JcRKor<* 

Kliiiiiia 

Faridptir 

UajNiiuhi 

MurtiliidHttad 

C'liiUa^^ong 

lluo^'ldy (iticliidii)g H<Hviidi) ... 

Tip per a 

Dacca 

Noakhali 

.Midiiapoic 

Kan^^piir 

Diiiajpur (iii< hpliiif; Darj«Mdiii|:j and dalpalmiri 

Bakargaiij 

M ynH'UKtii^li 

24'r.irganas 

OalcuUa 


1 

2 

1 

13 

2 

7 

12 


H 

.i 

3 

8 

5 

« 

1 

1 

If) 

D‘. 


Alleged assault on a deputy magistrate by the subdivisional 
officer, Narayangan j . * 

15. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (a) U the Hon'ble the Mem- 
ber in charge of the A|)|H)iiitnient Department aware that during the 
middle of last dune, the EuroiXMin subdivisional oftuer of Narayanganj 
assaulted a first class dt'put} magistrate in o]H‘n court before subordinate 
clerks, members of the Har and the parties in connection with the tran.s- 
fer of a criminal case? 

(b) If so, are tiie tiov<*rnment taking any steps in the matter H 

(r) If no action' is propostni to be taken in the matter will the 
Ilon‘ble the Memlier be pleased to state the reasons? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER; (a) and (b) No. 

(r) The alleged incident is now* several months old. If the officer 
concerned desired to raise the^ipiestion this could have been done before 
in the usual way. 



1921.] (HKSTIONS. *54 

Scheme for appointing probationers in the iluilioial Service. 

• I 

• 16. Mauivi FAZLAL KARI^I: (,i) Wjll thi> flon’We the yrmlnT 

In charge of the Judicial he idcascd to .-itatc when the acheiiie 

for appointing probationers in the Judii ial l)e|i,ii Imeiil is likely to Ih> 
given effect to? 

(h) What is the reason for the delay in the puhlieation of the selieme? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM : (a) No <h‘finile statement ean 
be made as the matter is still \ind«‘r consideration. 

(h) The question of ‘^tnuigtlnming tin* cadrt* of the Ihui^^al (’iniI 
S^M•^•ice (Judician is still under con> itlei at ion . iiml until tins i*. st‘(tliM] 
and sanctioned by the Government of Imlia, tlu* st beme'for ap]H>inting 
probationers can not be drawn up. 


Living wage of ministerial officers. 

17. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: <f/) Will tin> llon'ble 

tlH‘ Member in cbargi' of the Depaitmcnt of I'lmince he ph*asi*tl tf> state 
wh('theT*the niinisti'i nil olheeis ate whole-time sei\anls of (iovernment, 
and whether tliex ar(^ yirohihited from (oiteiing into an\ othei piofession? 

(7/) Is it a fact that the Salari«>s GoTnmitt«*e of Maslern Bengal and 
Assam had two faniilv budgfds prepareil h\ two eminent nnunlieis of the 
society, viz,, Nawah Khwaja Muhammad Vou.miff. Khan Bahadin, ami 
late Rai Kali Biasanmi Ghose Baliadtir. e i K., of Daeia’:' 

(c) Will the TTon’ble the MemlM*r be pb-ased to stale whether the 
family budgets were aeecqiled by the eommitt«'e o? not I-' 

(d) IS it a fact that tlie present values of the two faniiK Inidgets 

prepared hv the Salaries ('omnnttee of Ka^tiun Bengal and Assam in 
1908 have b(‘en found hv a nieniher of tin* (’ommiltee of to he 

Rs. f>8 odd and Rs. 57 odd? 

(e) MTill the Hon'ble the Meinher h<* pleasefl to state whether the 
Government intend fixing the minimum living wage of a ()erk at 
Rs. 68? 

(/) What is the reason that the minimnm living wage of a clerk 
varies from office to offiei* in this province, viz , in the Seeretanat. the 
High Court, the Divisional ( ’iniunis.sio!n*iH oflii en and the Dintm t 
offices, etc. P 

Th® Hon’ble Mr. KERR: (a) Yes 

(6) Yes. 

(c) Yes. The committee accepted them as a reasonable estimate of 
the cost of living of a family of four ix?rson». 

B I 
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{(J) Yofl. 

(e) No. 

(/)'Tli(* iniiiinuim tlio rlc/ks in iiii offire is determined by 

the nature, si ulus and situation of tin office, all of which vary. 


Travelling allowances to deputy superintendents of police. 

18. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (^/) Will the 
lIon’l)le tlie Mcinhci in charj^^e of the A i»])olntTnent l)(‘j)artinent he 
])lease(l to state whetiier orders have been passed by (Tovernnient 
sarictionin^c fiif^t ( lass travelling allowaine for deputy superintendents 
in chaif^ci of sybdi visions, as in the case of dc]mty inaf^Hstrates in charge 
of Hulnlivisions? 

(h) If lot, will the Hon’ble the M(‘nibei- be ))](‘ased to state whether 
(iovernnient aie consicho in;.; the desnahility ot granting higher I’ates 
of tiaV'dliMg allowan((‘ to lh(‘ d«*put\ su))ci iiileiidi'iit s, and, it so, wIkmi 
orders an* likely to b( passed? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) N o sm h ordeis have 

been pass(‘d. 

{h) TIu* (juestion is under c(Hisi(h‘rat ion , but it is not possible to say 
now what oiders aia* likely to be pass(‘d. 


Survey and Settlement operations. 

19. Mr. BUOY PROSAD SINGH ROY; o/) Will tin Hon hie 

the M(‘nil»(‘i in diaig-c of tin* l)(‘partnu*nt (d Ue\*‘nue (Land l{(‘vonue) 
b(‘ ]th*as(*d to state wlu'tlu*!* tin* t io\ einincnt have docided to r.,‘du(‘e the 
nmubci of (dliceis ('Ugagi'd in the Surve\ and S(*ttleTuent work, ?.c., 
by ri*(|uinng that tin* work !u* ('arri(‘d on b\ two parti(*s of officers 
instead of four? 

[h) If the answer to (/d is m the aflii mat ivi*. will the Hon'hle llie 
Member be jileased to state what wdll be the amount of reduction in 
exju'udit ure ? 

ic) Will tlie Hon’ble the Member be pleased to name the districts 
of Bengal in which the Sur\ev and Settlement woiks will be taken up 
in l!)22-2;i? 

MEMBER in Charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

{(i) Yes ; m \ iew id the tinancial situation (loverninent jiropose to earn 
on tin* Survey and Settlement o]X'rations (in a twavjn\rty basis. 

{h) The reduction in expenditure will amount to Hs. l.dO.OtKI in U»2l- 
22 and to Ks. l2,f)i)dK)0 in l922-2;f. 
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. (r) It is not proposed to take uj) an\ new dis(n\ t in Imi settK* 

inent opePatioiis will be continued in those districts only wliere thev 
haje already been started (r/-., Yadia. .lessoje, Pabna-Ilo^M'a. Khulna. 
Ihinkura, Birbbum). Operations’Jn the MiAshidaba*! distric t hniH^ b.uui 
postponed indefinitely, althon^-h fhe traverse survey of one block had 
been completed. 

Promotion of sub-deputy collectors as deputy collectors. 

20. rfai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: Will tin 

Tfnn‘ble the Member in ch:ny;<‘ ot the Ap)>ou.tnH'ni Dc p.nliiHmt 1 m‘ 
jdeased to state whether tlieh* is a inh* that sul)-di>|.Mt \ tnllcMlni- ra i 
(udinarily j^et proniolc'd to tin* rank (d' dc‘pul> (olh'rtois I),*!, or iln* aye 
of 11 but aftm, that a^'-i' an* precluded''' 

( h) It so, arc' the (TO\**nmn“nt eontenijdat 111*4 the aniei.tliio-n I ol the 
lule ill the interests «d (h‘s<‘i\iiio sc'inoi olhceis o\ei ihc a<4e of 11 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: ( /^ I'Jn* pioliintinii (i 1 «,nh- 

de]>ut\ eoll(‘(tois isienulated h\ luh* tied' the iiih*sini t iie 1 c*. i 11 1 1 inc'ii I 
ot the e\eeu(i\e branch (d tin* Ih'ticai ('i\il Seixne m whuh it i-* 
pio\idc‘<l that an (dl!(ei iM»niinatc*il undei this mle slidnh! imU oithnaMK 
e\( et‘d 4(1 V(‘ai s cd a<je 

{/^) No. 

Competitive examination for appointment in Provincial Executive 

Service. 

21. Babu JOCENDRA NATH ROY; f /i Will tl.e H n 1 h He 

Member «n ehaici* (d tite .\ |»poi n t nn*?) t I )e; m 1 1 nicu t Im* ]»le.oed fn -vtale 
wiiether it is in < on tem]*la t ion t<* n‘\ei( to the >\sloni «d <om|M-nlion f.,t 
aj»pointment to tiie 1 ‘ifointial lixemitive Ser\ner 

( If so, when is tin* s\-.trni like 1 \ t(t be 1 n ( i o*l u* rd ' 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: < / . Yes 

("b) Tt is IiojmmI that the s\^t»‘m will lx* intioduced at tiie next annual 
leeruitment towards the end of 

Dredgers for khal and waterways in Eastern Bengal. 

22. Babu JOCENDRA NATH ROY: Will the lion Id* tin M< tnhei 

in (‘harp;’** of the Depart m(‘nt ol Inip'ation lx* pl(*as(‘d to '■av vhelhei tin 
Government are ronsid**? inp: the advisahilit\ of iirovidinp- dred^r#.rs 
e.sjx*< daily for Kastern Benc-a). wh(*re rnanv khals and other uateiwavx 
are Wing gilt***! up? * 
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MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan); Governifient ha\e 
considered the advisability of proYaling dredgers for the main- 
tenance of silted khals and ^vaterway> , and have already improved the 
Naria and liower Kumar in the Faridpur District and the Burhani klial 
in the Bakarganj District, besides dredging shoals in the Madumati and 
Atarbanka in the Khulna District annually and occasionally dredging ' 
the Doa Agra in the 24-Parganas District: two more large dredgers are 
on the stocks in England and will be available for ’the general main- 
tenance of the waterways after they have completed urgent' work in 
Western Bengal: if the “ Alexandia ” dredger can be sjxired she will 
drt‘dge the Sitalakshya khal near Dacca in- the cold weather of 1922-23, 
provided it is found that di edging is likely to be of a permanent nature. 


<1 Munsifs’ quarters. 

23. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: With relermici* to my unstarred 
(jU(‘stiob No. b2, ask(‘d at the nn^ding of 29th August. 1921. will the 
Hon’bh‘ tl)(‘ Member in chaigi* of tin* .hidicial Dejiartinent bt* jileaseil 
to lay on the tabic* a list of places w h(‘re munsifs’ residc*ncc‘s aie now 
undc'r construction ? 

The Hen’blo Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM : Only r(‘si(h‘nces foi thtc'e munsifs 
al Bogra are under construction. 


Coolie affairs at Chandpur. 

24. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: Will the lion bh the 
Membej- in chaigc' ot the Political Dcpaitmcuit be* pleased to state 
what action has bcc*n taken upon the* i(‘s<ihilu)n passed by (Iv# (’ouncil 
with regrard to the* (’handfmr affair:' 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: riu* memln'r is refeired to 

the answt‘r given to starred <piestion No. XWIV b\ Babu I'anindi alal 
De at the* mc'eting «d' the 29th August, 1921. 


Bhairab river excavation. 

25. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: Will the Ilon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Deiuitment of Irrigation he ]>leased to state how far 
the work of the excavation of the Bhairah river has proceeded? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The excavation of the Bhaiiah river has not been com- 
menced. The projei’t is under pn'|)aration and is exi>ected to l>e com- 
pleted in about 9 months’ time’. 
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PropoMi of the Bengal Police Association to present an addrees to 
His Royal Highn^ the Prince of Wales. 

*26. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: Will tlu> Hon lile ihv 

Member in charge of the l\>litiViil Depai tineiit be pleast‘«l to state 
whether it is a fact that the Heiigul Police AsMu iation, as repiesenta- 
tive of the Police Force in Bengal, wanted tt> pn‘>eiu an adiliess to His 
Rpyal Highness the Prince of Wales? 

(b) Is it a faVt that the (iovernment have not a( < e<led to this 
request ? • 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: ( it Yes 

(b) Yen. A (;opy of ( n)\ erimient’s repl\ is laid on tlir table 

Uephf rvfi rreiV to in tb*- ansin r to rhinsr {b) e/ ^ 
onstornil 4ptfsfi<ni Ac. ‘J(>- 

No. 7(K) P. 1) . Dal joelia^, tla* 

Prom .J Donald, Esy., t ii , t c.s., CMia-t S«<t*‘iai\ to tla- (Jov^atunent 

ut Hongal, 

Xo^— The Insp<H tor-(^<-neral of l*oli< e. Denial 
Wiil^ reference to >our lett<T N(» Ht<»7.V A Ml-21. daUnl the 17tl. S^ pteiuW, 
\\m. I am (lirecu-d lo say that the pieseiitatmti ol a*lie,ses to Mis Ho\al Mielmess 
the l*rince of Wales is hvmy limited to a few ^er^ h|H*c la! o. < as.oiis There will 
however, be a paiade of the polue Ion eh before His KoNal MiK^hneHS ui.ei. he visits 
Calcuttn 

Subscriptions realised in registry offices for charitable purposes. 

27. Babu TAHKANATH CHAUDHURI: (J) Will lln II.im I.!.- Hi.- 
MniiHter 41 . clii.i tre of tl..- I)r|.:ii u.m-i.I of K.lii. .it ioi. I»- pl.Ms.-.l to 

— 

(<if wh.‘tli<T Iho (iovcMil.HTit iir.- fliat in nn.nv ol (In- sii).- 

reRisliv ollico (. il.mi t.-.-- oi- huI.-i i il>t n.n- ai.- lova-.l on 
ev.-iy ro^n.Hl.oo.l fo. tin- i>uil>os.- of .aiisinK on anv 

loral charitalilp works; 

(h) if NO, the niuneN of the siih-ie(rislr\ offires in eai h dist.i. t wlieie 
HUch fecN or siibsrni>tions are levital for - 
( 7 ) fhe inainfenanee of High S.'hor.lN; 

the maiitfeiiaiKe of Mi<l.lle English Srhool-; 

(Hi) the rnainlenaiK e of disix'iisarl.-s ; an<l 
(iv) other eharitahle purjioseH; 

(r) whether aeeounts are kept of these fees or s.ibs.rlr.tionN ; ainl 
(<l) if so, whether these a. roiints are .lul\ a.i.lite.l and . h.-eke,! I.y 
any c*oiistitnl€*fl uuthnrity ? 
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(2) Are the Oovemment considering the desirability of discontinu- 
ing tlie levy of such lees or subscriptions ‘r* •' 

Th^ Hon^ble Mr, P, C. I^ITTER: (/) (a) The reply is in the adirtfia- 
tivc. The j>ra(:tice of raising volunt\ry sub^crijdions for carrying on 
local charitable works is in existence in 14 offices of G districts. 

{b) A statement showing the names of these distiicts and offices is 
laid on the table. 

(c) and (d) The accounts kept aie not duly audited and checked by 
any conslituted authority. 

{2) The matter is umlei the con.sidciation of (lovernment. 

State i/ivnt referred to in the rejdij to elause {b) of un-'itarred question 27. 

1 lidiikuKi. At Katru voluntary Hub^cnplioiih »mi exi*eo(liiit 5 out* anno aio 
rouliHod in u«d of tho Ifi^h Knj^lish Sduud thoro. 

2. tiakanidii) Voluntur> hub.s< riptJoiiH aio raisotl in C) SulhHt-jiisli \ ollnns 
l<»r rduiuhonnl puriKisos, \ i/ , (1) Haiisal .loint, (2l Ibii kar (d) tialac liipa, 

(4) hlitda, (5) iVadluibuihn , and <(>) Marliaiuiddin • 

M I}tnd}jnii -Voluntary subsc riplions Im 8< 1 i < m ) 1 .s are lidloi tod at lln^arij, 
Piij^anj and (ian^^a! ainpui Suli-llojxist r\ (din os 

1 J\<uiid, A “ Chanty box ” has In'oii kept in tlu' Mirpnr Siil(-li(‘j^isti \ ofinv 
by th(‘ loiail Hclioid authoritU‘B 

o l*dl)Hd.~ At l)han^ora and Soiajuanj Mibsc ript lans paid \oluntanl> arc r(*al- 
ira'd lor local charitabh* dis|H*nsarics 

() Sddlxdhli- Subset ipt ions at a (crlain latc arc icaliscd Horn purdiast'rs ol 
lands in tln' Kaipura (dine onl> 

Acquisition of Pir Shaheb’s land for Dacca Sewerage pumping 

station. 

28. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: {a) Is the lion ble the Mniis- 
tei m cliaige ot t i„. 1),., laitinent ol Jiocal Seli-tioveiimienl aware tlnit 
the luuiiicipalit \ oi Daria has acnuiied a piece of land within the 
municipal limits adjoining the house of His Holiness Muhammad Pir 
Shaheb oi Munshikhola at dG, Sha Shahib Jiane^ 

{b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the said piece* of land 
was originally acrpiired to be used as a pumjiing station for night-soilH 
{(') Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the munir ipality had to 
alnindon the idea of turning the said piei'e of ground into a pumping 
station owing to the unexpected appeurame ot springs at the bottom 
of the excavat ion ^ 

{d) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the said piece of land 
was originally acquired by the Pir Shaheb for religious purposes in 
ootmeciioii with his mosque that stands close by? 

(f) Are the (lovernment considering the desirability of taking 
steps for the restoration of the land to the Pir Shaheb? 



1921 .] 


gi KSTIONS. 


• iJi 

The Hofi’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: {n) and {b) TIu* 
Dacca Municipality acquired a piece of land measuring a little over 
^ big-ha 11 cottas for its seweYijre punipin<r station. It adjoins the 
coinpound which ( ontains vSh^ Shuh«‘l)*S ( I‘ir Shaheb’s) Incise and 
mosque, and is about IdS teot from tbe mosque A plan sbi»win^^ 
tbe position of tbe lami and tbe moMjut‘ is bud on tin* Libiai\ table. 

(c) Wben excavating tbe receiving well an umleigiound spi mg was 
■found which necessitated transferiing tbe site of tb»‘ well, and eoiise- 
(luently^tbe pumjnng- station building, to an a<l.joiiiing pane of latnl. 

( fl) Tlie land was ]uiiebased l»y tlu' Sbab Sbalndi some time in July, 
Ibis, about 7 or S inontbs bidoie tbi‘ detl. nation tor tbe acijiiisit ion 
was ]>uhlis]ied, l>ut altei tbe pudiminaix suive\ fctr tJie aitjuisitioii 
bad been made. I’he objei ( of tbe Sbab Sbaiieb ih not knowb to 
(iovernment.^ . 

(c) Idle excavations jtre iMong tilled in and wben tbe fuiginal ie\el 
of tbe giound is restoUMl. tbe land, witb tin* exception of a stiip in-ai 
tbe railway, reijuiied tm an access idad. can be lestonnllo tb<^ original 
owoei on letiirid (d tin* purcbaso pi i< e * 

^ Boycott of Fourth Judge’s Court at Dacca by pleaders. 

29. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: in) Is tbe lion ble tlie Mem- 
ber in (diaige of tbe diidnial Depailim nt awaie that tlie conit of Itabn 
Pasliupati Ibisu. Subordinate .finite'. I'onitb (dnrt. l)a<<a. bas been 
boycot t (‘d *1) V tbe pb'aders ot l)a< c.i and ibat, as a lesull tbeieid, tlie 
litigant jiublic aie sufleiing mcori\ <‘iiien( e 

{It) It tlie answer to id) is in tin* atlii mat i ve. wbat st«q>s, it an\, an- 
tbe (iov*‘rnment taking to i(*li<*\e tbe said litigant public' of ibeii 
<lifficulfles y 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (m Yes 

(h) Pi oc-eedi ngs bavo lieen taken undei tbe Legal l*ract it ioners Act 
against c ertain of tbe jdeaders conceined anci otbeis b.ive beem repented 
to tlie Iligb (’ourt. d be decision of tbe fligb (’onrt is awaiteel. 


Waiting-room at Barisal Steamer Station. 

30. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: Witb M-fetern e to m\ niistarred 
question Nen ]f)d asked at tbe meeting cd tbe Couih d on tbe L”Hb .\ngnst, 
iri2l, will tbe lion ’ble tin* Membei in ebaige cd tbe Marine Department 
he pleased to state whether it is in the ccmtemplat iem of the sfeunier 
authorities to provide one or two hem bes for intermediate class pussen- 
gers in tbe portion of the verandah space which is hc-ing enclosed for 
male passengers, and also to attach an urinal thereto? 
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MEMBER in charge cf MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bh 
Mr. Karr): It has y>een ascertained from the Rivers Steam Na’^igation 
Comimny that the verandah which has ^Ven enclosed for male passen- 
gers at Barisal contains a suitable seat with back rest. The 
Comjmny do not projiose to build a urinai. 

Tour of Chairmen of district boards. 

31. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: Will the Hon’bb 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Ijoial Self-Government b( 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the number of days speni 
on tour by the non-oflicial (’huirinen of the district boards in Benga 
during the years in 1919-20 and 1920-21? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: A statement b 
laid on the table. 


Statf‘menl refonuni to in the tejfly to unatarred qvestion No. Sl^ showing 
the n.irnher of ddijs afent on tour hy the non-offiritd Chairmen oj 
dv. lnct hoaids in durimj the years IU19-20 and 1920-21, 


I 

Niiiiii" of (llutrK’t lulling | 

Numrek oi- 

1»AYK ON lot’ll IN 

U*niArk.. 

Hurdwiui 

1 

Iftlft'JU. 

* 05 

1 

1 

Itirltiiiiiii 


... 

1 

1 

OHiikiini 



78 ' 

1 TIht*' were no non-ofhtial ^.'hair- 




! 15 

^ nii ‘0 in the diftricts nf tlie 
iHvisnii except ijuniwan 

Hiu-gli!}' 



35 j 

during 1019-20. 

liuwrah 

... 1 


14 

1 

J 

24*Purg»nart 


20 

2.3 1 


Mui'Hhiilahail 

.. i 

15 

j 2H 


JttHKort’ 


23 

38 i 

1 


KIiuIua 


... 

, 27 

1 No non-oflicial Cfiainnen in 

Nadia 


• •• 

)■ Kliulua and Nadia iluring 
; 35 J iyi9-20. 

Dacoo 



j 56 ' 


MyiDet»iiiiiK)i 



80 

No non-oflicial Cliairmen in 
► l>acca, Myiuenaingh and 

Faridpiir 



' 

71 

Karidpur during 1919-20 
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Name of dUtrict board. 

o 


N tXBlCU or IlAYs OV TOl (I IN 


a <I3 


Heiuarka. 


Pukargaiij 

21 

i;t8 


Tipj>era 

... 

5:i 

Tl»c I)l^lrlot Magivlrutc w at* tin* 


* 


1 Chairiiiuti 111 12 lit 2U. in 

Chiltai;tmg anti Ncakltah 




clitiliift I'ourtlN thf Di(.lrHt 
MagiHltalckt were L'Iihu iiitn 
iluniig 1212-20 uiiti 122(i 21 

ItajHliulii 


4; 

i 

III ihfHi' liiyif no 

Uangpur 

.. ... j 

128 

I iit>ii olhcia^ L'luiirinon tliiiing 

» 

* 


)► 1212 20. In tlio ollitT ilutrifi 

Palma 


72 

hoarila of the ^Ujitliftlii Dim 

1 Miun noicothcial I’liuinmn 

.Malda 

... 

5y 

' J Wi re clt cletl tliiring 1221 22 

.. . 
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Khulna famine. 

32.* Babu NALINI NATH ROY: Will iUv Iloirhlr tin* Mrnibn in 

charge of tlie Depai tnient ot Kcvcuuc (Land I{c\t‘nut*> he j»U*a^cd to 
slate the sum of nioiie\ that has hcen s|H*nl in tin* ]nesent \eai , month 
h\ month, h\ the ( io\ ernnient up to this tunc for the rclud ol tin* 
Milages of^Khulna affected with distrivssr' 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: Its. has heeii s[)ent on gratuitous relief ami 

Its. 47,hOS (.11 agricultural loans as follows: 

(rratuitous Hehef^ IU21 — August, Its IdUll; Septemher, Its. ; 

October, Rs, 6,075. 

AifnruJtural Loans, 1U2 1 May, Us 1 L!>SS ; dune, Rs. .5, (KM); 
duly, Rs. ‘.^0,000; Septemher, Rs 7,0L*0 


Court of Fourth Subordinate Judge ol Daoot. 

33. Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALI: ins \>^ the llcm’hle the Memler in 
charge of the Judicial Department aware of the situation that at present 
exists lietween the lawyers juacti''ing in the District ( ouit at Dacca 
and Bahii Pashuimti Bose, the Fourth Subordinate Judge (f Dacca 

(6) is the Hon’ble the Memla-r aware of the deadlock creaU^d ther*- 
by in the administration of ju.stice in the (’ourt of the said SulKudinate 
J udge ? 

(.) Has llie attention of (iovoriiiiiejit Wii <irawn to tli.- liHnUlo(.« 
causoil t*' tlio litii^ant public by the Hui«l deadlock.'' 
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64 • 

(d) VVhai is the nuinber of original suits and appeals that have bee 
tian‘'’feried to the said Court from other courts by the Districit Judg 
since the trouble began, and what lega^^hel]) have the parties in thos 
cases been able to obtain iii tlie said Court? 

(c) How many times did conijdaints against the said Babu Pashuj):n 
Bose reach, the Executive or .ludic-ial authorities, iKirticularly during 
his incumt)ency as a judicial officer at Manikgan j, Malda, Satkania aic 
Pabna? 

(/) Will Covernment be j)h*ased to refei to unstarred (piestioi 
No. 2 asked by Babu Akhil ('handia Dutt in the Bengal Legislativi 
Council on th(‘ 1st Sejdember, U)2(), and the sui)i»lementarv (juestioi 
asked ])y him in connection theiewith and state whether any inqiiir; 
has.Wn held by (iovernment into the allegation made by the Pabm 
Bar Association To the effect that the said Balm Pashupati Bose made i 
witness rub his nose* against th(‘ wall of tiie f’oait room? 

(//) Is it ti fact that the said Balm Pa'^hnpati Bose caim* into conflie 
with legal jiractitioners whih' actinj^ as a judicial oilici'r at th(‘ abovi* 
ment 1011(41 places? 

(h) Will th(‘ llon’blf Membei be ]deas(Ml to s1at(‘ — 

(I) the number (d‘ cases --original suits and a)>]H‘als~taken u]) am 
disjKtsed (d‘ In th(‘ said Suboidinate .ludg(\ Babu Pashu 
])ati Bose, from th(‘ 17th duiu* to tin* 12th August ; 

(li) the numlmr of witnesses (‘xamiiu'd in I'ach case; 

{ni) tlH‘ number of folios cov(‘r(Ml by th(‘ dejxisitions of witnesse' 
thus examined ; 

( / r) on how manv da\s sinie the loth -lunc did the said S'lboidi 
nate dudg(‘ take his s(‘at in couit at 1 1 \.m. as r('(|un(‘d In tl ' 
High (’ouit ciicular? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM : (m Yes 

(h) and (c') No. Litigants in tlii‘ (\>uit ha\e Iummi put to sonn 
inconveni(Mice. but a few plmuler.s and the muktais aie apiamring belon 
the Subordinate Judge. 

(d) Original suits, 1; ApiuaK, 124. The jiarties have been able t( 
obtain the services of a few |>h‘ad<Ms and tin' muktais. 

(c) Four in all. One to the Exi'ciitive and tlirei' to the District 
Judge. 

(/) The Distried Judge investigated the matter and the Sub-.Tudge 
was informed by Oovernmeiit that the summarv method adopted b\ the 
Sub-Judge in the case of Abbas Pramanik was undignified in a Couit 
of Justice. 

iff) At Pabna and Satkania only, 

(h) (i) Original suits. 42; Apixmls, 9. Total 51. 

(i/d Witnesses examined in original suits, 72. 

(ill) 289 folios approximately. 

(ltd On 15 days during 52 working days. 
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Muhammadans as assistant commissioners of polioe. 

34. Khan Bahadur KHWJ^JA MOHAMED AZAM: („) Will the 

ITon'ble the Member in charge of iho >\pjH.inhnent ])oi>artment be 
jil(*ased fo state how manv as^l>stant coiunii'^'^iont'r.s of |M>lite Irtve bt‘t*i» 
a I >|'OiTite(l in tlie eity t>f ( ahiitia since the creation of thost apponit' 
ni(*nt.s in 1910 *^ 

( W ill tht' Tton lile (lu‘ MtouhtM ht* ph'a*«etl tt> statt* h( 0 \ man\ 
('hiistians, Hindus and Muhannnatians have lictui appointctl a.'<snsiant 
coinmisAioners of }>olict‘ in (’ah iitta sinct' thtui ^ 

(r) If no Muhainniadans liavt' hctui a]»point(‘d as assishini t* unnns. 
sioners of police in ('al{‘iiti*a, \m11 tht‘ Hoirbh‘ the Mtonhcr \u' jileastal 
to state lh(‘ leascns therefoi ? , 

The Honblo Sir HENRY WHEELER! {n) rhnttMMi including 
tem]K)iary * 

(ft) Nine Cdiristians. t Tlindiis and no Miihaniniadaiis 
(c') d'heif' was no Mnlia nmunla n in the tuo '-crinu ^Tifidcs dt insjiec- 
tois. from which promotions wtut' niadt' lo*thc j>osis of assistant 
( ommissiomu's. 

* Charges for the reserved and transferred departments. 

35. Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Will tin Hon hh the 

Mtunber in chart»'c of the 1 )«'j>.ii tniciit of l-’inain-c bt* plcastnl to ln\ <ui , 
tin* table iH statt'incnt shou in^’- in detail foi eac h (d tin* departments 
ic'scMed and tiansleiiecl ,st‘j»ai atel\ - 
ori^'-inal Tccurrin^ (diar^^c*". 

(//) inen*menis under tin* \arious j eoiyranisat ion seln'ine** how f.ir 
^ the\ Inise lu*en ^l\<‘n eftVet to in the pioj»f»sed Hnd^jrct esfi 
maff*. and N\hat jemairi" to ]><• dotn* and tlie Iikc‘l\ amountH 
that are recjuiied for tin* purposf*, and 
(n'l) the proportion of tlie irnr<*m<‘nts for each d(*p. ofment? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: A st ;i t«‘men1 . inp*- OI detail separatelv 

for eacdi of the res(*i \ (*d a nd transfened clepartmeiits it) t he a^ el aj.ri* c ost 
<d the Hervi«>es taken at tln‘ir full strenj^th lM*fore the most ref»*Tit 
1 ecu ^anisat ion , and (n) tin* inei(*ased cost during tin* \c*ar lftLM-2? on 
account of tin* r(*cf*nf reorjjranisat ion of the m*r\ n f‘s cui the assumption 
that tin* wlnde cadre is (*mp]ov<*d. is laid ofi tin* lahle 

(ill) The av(*ra^^e cost of the ser\ief*s lM*f<»rc the reor^aniwatioriH has 
been worked out on tin* existing formula* otj the subject. No for- 
mula have yet ]>een presciilK'd for wenkin^'* cnit the average cost under 
the time-.scale of jkiv which is being introducf‘d m everv service in the 
re(*ent reorganisations. It is not therefore possible to find out the 
average cost of a service urnler this scjfle of pav. In tin* c ir< uiiiHtam es 
the other ptirts of the fjuestion cannot Ik‘ answered. 
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Gf) 

Statement referred to in the answer to clauses {i)and (it) of unstarred 
question No. 

RKSER^ED DEPARTMENTS 


Major head of aoooant. 

Name of the nervier 

1 ! 

1 1 EBtimated cont c 

A verage nont of tb* the scrrico durn 

service before the . the jear IJUJi-j 

1 moet recent re* according to th 

i organluatiooM ' fuU tBnctione 

' SCulc. 



Kk 

. Rs. 

8. — ForcBtB 

Iin|M‘riHl Forest Service 

1,75/40 

' 2,33,000 

22. — OtMientl Adriimis- 
tratioii. 

j TiiHiaii Civil Service 

1 

30,00 000 (a) i 38,00,000 


' Beiigul Civil Service 

13,00,000 (a) 

20,75,000 


1 Siiltordiiiatt* Civil StTviee ... 

5,00 000 (a) 

1 0,6.3,000 


liOChl Audit l>e|mrtmeut ... 

44 010 

67,56,3 


Outside Aiitld H'pai tiiient 

15.084 

IK, .5(10 

24 — A<lminiBtrnti()n of 
JiihIkc, 

Bengal Judicial Service ... 

13 .50.000 

, 22,04,wMO (h) 

2/i. -JnilK 

Sul*oiduiate Jad Service ... 

1.03,088 

^ 1,40,000 

! 

I Ward<‘rH EstuMisliinent 

2,00,000 

3,74 000 

2r,,-(‘oluv ... 1 

Imperial Police Service 

0.21.0% 

1 1 .31 ,1)00 (r' 


Bengal INilice Service ... j 

1,14,000 

1 ,31),(kH) 


Kiontier Police. Chittagong ! 

31.560 

&C,000 id) 


Inspectors 

6,10,200 

7,.57,1H8 


Suh-InB|>eelor'> 

14.47,800 

22,48,403 


SergeantH 

08,592 

' 1,09,116 


Assmtant Siih-Iiispectors 

and Head Constahles. 

1 

5,74,740 

( 5,26,140 

V 3.21,984 


CoriHtahlesr ... ... i 

26,47,668 

41.44,176 

! 

t 

Eaatcrn Frontier Hiflen ... I 

1 

i 

1,67,316 ! 

1.92,240 

i Uo«t KBtaMihhincnt ... | 

73,531 

2.66,905 


(a> R«pr»«t>ti actual eipcndlUin- c&iculatad oi> the full cadre. 

<H IncludinU certain nc» pcaU to he created. 

ir) Inchtdini Oomtnlreioner and Deputy Coininlantfwer of Poire* . Cakutta. 
(4) ProTidaa tor iba reTWou on Bengal aeala of pay. 
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Major bead of aocouot. 


I 

' K«4;)ni«U>l of 

^ I A w«ir» tx«M t>f ti»r thei»err*<'r dui»n* 

Name of ‘hf it>rrK''«. l^ofore tbr the \ear lwJl-21 

g j nH«t riseiit re- U) tha 

orijanlaatjoti. ! fo.I • ■«ui'th»oo.l 

• I scale 


1^7 — MiHCclIaiiodu; 


4r». — Sirtiioiiery 

!*i ill! iiij; 


Varirua head a 


aii(i 


of 


1 

Calcutta Pidtce . — 

AsHistant Coin iiiicNiotu rH 
liiBj>eclors 
S ‘rg( antR 
Snh-I ns{H‘<tor8 

Affsn'tant Sul> InajH-ttorB 
and Head Conaliddrs. 

('onatalilfK 

I nspci t' i( 8 ot Pa< l(»ii«‘8 

C< l tl fx Hi;.; «>f 

I I ii' t ot n s, B.irra< kpoi r. 

I Itr S*‘ie/art<it i'resH 

/ atahl \hnn‘nt — 

Pertnanerit ... 

T<‘in[><irar\ 

MmifitfnaL and Menial 

Ketahliehment. — 

I*ernianri)t ... 

Trinporar^ ... 

Pr irate rrhi r v ’j» ( fjHce 

I IWehe Eetal-ltehme.nt — 

i PerinainMjt 

Secretarial Pregn^ Dar- 

jeeling Branch — 

Prens EBtahlihliment 

Miniatf'rial and M< nial j 
KatahliHliment j 

Miniaterial EatahliMinMil ... | 

, Menial EHtaldishment ... j 


Kh. 

lU. 

r>‘.i.472 

G4,G<'4 

l,ll,d'h) 

i.f.2,:n3 

2.7:Cfi(K) i 

d.oG.GdO 

2,0‘‘‘,10(» •! 

2,lG,44h 

1,24,21K) 

/ 7(),0:»0 

1 i,:ikh72 

7,r>2.di-; 



• 


4:>.4)'U 

H.40(> 

f '(1 

t ] .StHMfi) 

111, ICO 

7.71.1 

N,H2G 


7Hl 

1 .H.'iS 

d.G.Vi 

r.i'i 

2GI 

4HH 

‘.PV2 

ir.iG 


• 272 

1 

47.3 


74,%,f>f»c (h) 

.'tp.Gri.'ioo 1 

.'P.f.OG.cfiO 


<•) Motor atlowaoo*. 

Ifc) With Um Ad-tmterim aUowanoee. Perlaioo oot jet eaoetlooed. 
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TKANSFERKED DEl^ARTMENTS. 


Mujor hflftd of i«;comit 

< 

Name of the acrvKie. 

A voragi* coat of th 
! Horvioe Itcfore tin 
moat rcci-nt re 
{ organiaatlon. 

Eati mated cost oi 
the iernce during 
the jour 
aci-oidiHg lo tlie 
full sanotioncd 
Hcal' . 

fi.-E3kclHC‘ 

Ex<I 8<‘ Excciltlv’f ati«l iV»‘- 
veUtivH Htafr. 

Ls. ^ 

<•,67,776 

Us. 

10,57,500 

9. — Hf'gistrHtioft 

Ueg'iHtratioh Service 

5,50,500 

j 6,31.440 (a) 

31 — Etlijcatioii 

ItHlian Ivlucutioiwil Sir- 
vice — 


I 


F<ir Men 

F’uf Woineii 

1 5,7.5,820 

f 6,00.600 

1 30.420 


llengal IMiicalional Ser- 
vice. — 




Koi Men 

1 For Wuiiuii 

1 6,44,106 

f 7,00,638 

1 64,004 

i 

Sultordinate Filueationu! Ser- 
vice. 

12,70,032 

12.00.420 ,'/•) 

j 

Lower Sulionlinate Ktluca- ' 
tional S(5r\ ice j 

1,28,616 

2,20.656 

! 

Veriuiciilai TeaelnTH’ Ser | 

VICO. ' 

81,120 

1 51,200 

32. — Medical ... ; 

Indian Medical Service 

H,86 hoO 

11.66,5iK) 

i 

1 

Civd AMMiatant SnrceoiiH ... 

4,01,300 

6,27 300 

I 

Militarv .\*gi8lun( Surgeons 

KH,200 j 

2,04,000 


Snh-AHsiBtant Surgi'ona 

2,62,700 

1 3,25 200 

i 

1 

Keepe^^ of Lunatic Asylums 

17,750 i 

26,000 

i 

(JoiupounderB 

9,180 ; 

12,600 

(•Mnrludtnir certain dut> fcltoi>»i>oe Mocilonrd after the hm rcorKftnlwiUon. The qaeation of improrloK 
the and proapcct* of Sub-Kcjfutmrs U under {'onaideratiOD and there » a proriaion of Ha. TtJKiti tor the 

purpoae. 

(f> There li a protWoo of fU f.ftO.OOU in thecarreut year'* bndgK for tnr reriaion of wrvioea bidem Um 
rroTtociial Kducational Service. 
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m 

Major head of account. 

! 

Name of t wrMoa 

1 

A^M'r«i:v oo«i of t()o 
iHTTi.-, Nil.ire Ok 
iui»> ri\i'iit ii^- 

1 Cl f’umvit loii. 

K«0nTHt<*.t Qf 

til. fterrii'fi (liirinir 
tti. i.ar Itii-ij 
aiS’oi.lii,^ to th* 
full ^'uiu‘tiou«4 
acal*.. 


i 

1 

Us, 

1 

Us 

:i3 -Pul.lir Health 

, ^anit.n v ( oniini'SKu . i 

(Direetoi of i'ui.li. Health) 

20 4(»o 

1 

1 

2K,n)u 


Ik'piit} Sanitarx Comini' 

1 Hioni ra (n .\v \vsist.tiit 

j Diret tur'^ of I’ljl-in Ih uii li ) 


20.00(1 


1 InH{i(“ctor of Septn 'rank 
; Installations. 

t-.('0U •, 

7, MOO 


! Kntoiindo^ist 

^ 2.400 

* 2,700 


, OM ination 1 HHp-M't i nu Stiff 

4r,H2h 

. ^:^7oo 


1 Assistant Siiiocdi v, 

M 1 

1 7 2''1. 

'M. — Aj^rirulture 

I inpor lal Afjr .< nlt n a! Si i \ n < 

1 

1 .os.tJL/i' 


I'riAitii la’ \ei n ultniai S.'i j 

\ K 1 i 

1 

do. too 

.02,h4n 


1‘iu 1 tipoar, < r ar d< nei - 

1 

2'- o2o 

10 •\H{j 


I mjienal \ < t'Tinai \ Si i \ u r 

4'i,4in 

t7 0 ( 


' Tmix iiK lal \ < 1' nnai y Si r \ i • 

22 MOO 

01 74u 


Silhtii dinatC \ 1 t* ri oai \ 

“St I X ICO 1 

f'l ‘'iH 

C' 0'2 (' 

• 

41 — Civil Worhs and 
42 — \Valerwa> s 
and hiiihank- ! 

nientH 

1 iMpcrial KiiL'intji rinu i j 

X'lCO 

Aicliitoii'' 

/» 6'*. no ',{>!) 

20 14'i 

1,'/ ',2 20 

.''>7 O' '0 


Bengal fOii_ no • rin;: S' r\ n • j 

20 'a.M ( ’ , 

d '<1 r,s() 


r j)|H i Sul'iirdiiiat"'- .. ! 

41. 020 

0 2 .h>so 


Sul">rdinat< l.n inOt-rinf/ * 

SrrMoc 1 

l.'t '^OO 

I 

1 ."7,4on 


Loxxor Snhor'liijatt K . . 

200 

s.i S20 


Plninl'inj^' < \js rl*. ... i 

0 nO J 

1 7, •( 0 


(f) ExrliidMi rtN oTeriM froin Lor»l 

^'Oth Jiop<‘r]iii ar»'l J’rf’Vjix it»] hatfirtt^Tifu; r«‘r<uil r»'trKmnl. 

(f) lUiprrteau cort of U4m Upper SuU-r<lin»l 4 ** »»hr- her* f ron ote^ to Ktifflneeru ,£ hwf v i- < 

V 
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t 

Charges incurred for increased pay and allowances. 


36. Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Will the nim ble 

tlie Miynher in of ll^' Dcjku tiueiit oi Finance be pleased to lay 

oij tlie table a stateiaent .showing'- m didail th(‘ additional cliarfres 
involved on aiaoiint ot the ineienient of j>ay and allowances of the 
(employees ^fianled, ainl ])i-ojjO'«eil to lx* |Tranted, in the .se\eral dejiart- 
iiH'iitH ol tin* (io\einnn*nt of Jb'ngal — 

(a) under tin* ieeoinmen<lation.s (d‘ tin* Vublic S(‘svi( es (’onnnission ; 
(h) on the intiodin lion ol tin* i(*ftnined (iovei ninent ; 

(r) for other (‘conoinic eaus(‘s in r(*cent y(‘ars y 

The Hon^ble Mr. KERR: (a) An e.stiinate of additional (diarpfes 
involved in IJVdl-'d'd on a( count of no least* of pay and alhiwanct's of 
oflici'i'S sanctiont'd in actord.tnct* with tin* i m omni(*nda*tions ot tin* 
I’ublic S(‘IVlct"^ ( 'oniniission is laid on tin* table*. 

{(>) No incf(*ase ot pa\ and allow antes has been sanclioiu'd on account 
of tin* iniroductnui ot (In* ?•eto^ned t Jo\ eininent 

(t) An estiinatt* oi additional thaif^t*" in\olv('d in l!)LM-‘d‘d on account 
of nbcH*as(‘ (d pay and allow anct*s ^lantt'd for t'cononnt* caus(*s to s(‘i- 
vict's otln*r than thoM* considered b\ the Puldn St*i\ices ( ’o!niiii^''ion , 
is also laitl on tin* tabb*. 


Kulnnnlc of additional cfntrt/eii niv^dioul ni on ai count nf iyicrc- 

nwiit ol j/a 1 / a nd tdloiranrcs of officers sum honed in itee<\rda n<'r with 
the rci ion nwnihit i( ns of the Public Srrrnes ( ' Jtnuiission j'efrrrcd to m 
(hr rcj/hi (o (la use (o) (f uiislarred </uc>.tion A’-s "jO. 


I’ri'v III till' luiin'ft 

Mimh' li*'**'! •>! Vi ruiiiil*. N I HU'S of -sv m. fs r<'(irj;niiivil. '‘stliUHtt* Utt lit.'/ I'J 

t^i Ki'"* ''fffi't (41 thi* 
tt'orK'Ki.ftutioii 


\i 


-Fauim- ... ■ l>r[iiit \ ( '('iimuHHKMici .u li Stij oriii 7'j,i>o0 

' teiitit lit of F\( isi ,i'ii| 

ii'iu'rfil Aiiiuoiist ! .1 I I lull 111 t I \ il N j \ ire ... il.ofl.oi 0 ' 

l tIMl 

^ Hoii^iii t’u 1 1 Seu ii < ... r>,ritj,ouu‘^ 

li'^od aj'ptMiit lutr t-' 7fn0oo 

iMiuoOt 

24.— A^tninustuilti'ii ot Fi o\ nu i.il .tiutiruil Sfi\n-r 11,^0,000^ 

Justus'. 


• llt'w’.'.i >n (ffwi t4' 

t Arii-^r •uu fff's t from D^xviilsi*'. iixa. to \l»n h, l»3l 
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Mnjor of Aocouut*. 



26 — 1‘olice 

Imperial Polirt* Sorviro 

l,2h lH»o® 


, Dopiiry Siiprruitondi'iits (.f IN.liio 


31 -- lOducatiou 

Indian Kdinatmual Soixu** and 
vitK-ial lltiiK-ai nni.il Sri \ u‘f. 

1 .'■> 

32 .— Meilical 

Indian M<-dical N-r \ ict* 

3 4 1 .1 MU r 


(.'ixi! Assistant Siir^< ons 

2r‘^U f'oi.i'- 

• 

.^ditarx A'sviBtant Siir^* ous 

so (Mill*’ 

34 — Agricnlturi* 

Inifxni.d Aur icidtiual S.tx k r 



rruxincia' A^’i n ultui al S» 1 \ n 0 



I’roxiiirial Vrtriinarx .‘'rt \ k 0 * 

7 'MIO 

M — Misri'lIaiK'ou^ 

I n‘-jK*rt'*r^ ' >f raftnrn's 

1 4.0 ni*' 

41. — Civif W (.rkw— i'.it.h. 

Workh 1 tineiif 

and 4 2 — W .iU‘i w fi \ - 

IinpriMl I'.n:.' iiH t lint: Stivirr 

10 (10 o' 

aixl Kiiikaiikiii' litrt. 

I'ent-nil 1 . n;.'iii'-t rinf: S» r\ n < 

1 1 1 0110 ’ 


• K*'V iHloti liii'i 1 m'< ii Ki' *'ii • fl* ■ t tJi 


ilstmidio (if inhiitunidl r}t(ir(je'^ thV-th'ed ni <>> nfif* 

rnenl^df paij and (il/'nrun<'rs (/rn nfed dn'- I < r'-m-nun irft r’^-d 

t() in tUr rephj to (dansr {r) of n n'^i a / rrd 'jio'stinf, A" 






P>'.< 1 h f <■ * 1 


Mn-or h atl c 

if .^ncrunto 

Nb!IX“- lif Hi rrir«. r or J 

*'•' li# 1 

n. t ■ ‘Ti ' ' 0 , (!,. 





MM, r, ,•«»': 1 , 




1 

' lu 

6 

— Kxcise 


Kx<’ 1 k< Kxi < nt 1 \ ( stair 

2 40 onO*^ 

[t 

— Hiriatration 

Sul) lirLOntr irs • 

73 000 

22 

— •<^T«*neraI 

Adininintra- 

Snhi.rdinate K\»'inti\. k, r\ j, p 

4.0(M)fM* 


tiori. 
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Major head ol Accouuth. 

Naniea of serviees reorganised. 

Provision in the bud 

1 estimate for JS121 

1 to (five effect to 1 
^ reorganisation. 

' - .. i 





^ R.s. 

20. - I'olicr 

lliglit'i KiiliordmalC'. ol tl»e Caicutta 1 
I’olne. 

1,33,000' 


1 

IiiK|)(*(;LorB of llio lloiigiil Poltco \ 

2,75.000’' 


Siibonliiiate Kxi'cutive force of Cal- 
cutta J’olicc. 

2,60,000'^ 

• 

Subordinate Exeeuli\e loicc of Bengal 
1‘oliee. 

2,75,0( O'* 


Boat IhHtaltlisbiueut (d the Police 
Department 

j . 40.000 


Bantein Frontier Rifles. Dat ca 

42.000*' 

* 

Frontier Police, Cliittagong 

3.'), 000 

,'il — K'iiu fttiun 

lieoigwiiHatio'i of s<‘i vices below the 
Piovincial Fdui ational Sinici 

7,50,000 

i 

IV2 — Mcilicnl 

Sub- AKsistaut SurgeoiiB 

! 50,000 


Keejieis of (be Berbampore Lunatic 
AhnIuim. 

: i,ood° 

/ 


DeiiioiiRtrators not in the < adn of 
\sMstant ^ni geoiis 

4,000" 


Depute Superinteixlent, Mufoiil llos 
pital, D.icca 

2,ou()^ 

3.3 — I»ubli.' Health 

Director and AsaiHlant Diieetors of 
Publn Ilealtb i>t‘pai tinent 

43.0(10*' 


Vacei nation inspecting SiatT 

1 iMtWO 

34. — Agrii’iilturp 

FiOropean (larib-ners Service 

’ b.ooo® 


Superintendent and .Assisiant Superin- 
tondent, Zoidogicul (laidens. 

i.oou" 


Subordinate Velerin.ir\ Scrvue Dflicors 

15.»I0U° 

35. -IndustriOR 

Staff of the Governineni Commercial 
Inetitute, Calcutta 

b,v)Oo* 


• llrTinion hM bwn pi von rffoot k). 
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Major b4Ld of Accounts. 

• 

i of aerricfi recrj^^ADjacJ, 

' ----- ' - --- - * 

i'rm otoii III (li,. tiudjrot 
(•'‘tiUii.U' foi iwyj yy 
K'Ot* cftts-l Ui tJu- 
r« i>t K'liiiKatmii 

♦ 




i;n. 

41. — Civil Works — Piihlic 
Works Departmttit. 

Ufiper Siihonlitjatf Strvicc not 
tor liru^al Kii:rnn*(ji 111 ^ S« i \ ur 



• 

Cit Mtioii (if a IK w' Suhnr,iiii.a, I'.n 
giiierring Scjxk c .kmI re\ e>Kin .U 
pii\ of Lwwi-r Snt>ottlinatt‘h 

‘J 

.;Kt uuo ’ 


1‘ilt‘ctrK Sdlioiihiiate^ 


10 0(h) 


Toll .ukI Navigation csi.iKIislinicnl 

• 

lo.ooi) , 

4G — St;itn)iiory jwkI 1‘ritit- 

I’rr'-s i*st nhlisliliK'lit 

1 

7t. OOn^’ 

iiiK 


• 


47. — Miscollaru'otis ... 

Ad-inlmm ailowaiK'C to nmu'-ti ria) 
ofl'n n s 

lo 

OS 1 ) Id" 

• 


lb M-i"n of pa\ of mnust* tT.il an i 
inei'ial o-.t.i>>ii*«linicn( . 


f.| 000 


U> i 1). . It KM v» II , IT, f ,, 




Jamuna bunds. 



37. Raf HARENORANATH CHAUDHURI: w>) 1 

V the 

lloti'l.ie 

tlir .MciiiIkt III of llic 1 ).‘|>ai t iihmiI «>l 1 1 1 ton 

aW ate 

lh.it fnr 

tnati\ \ (‘at s past up t ill 

Ibis tlici*' wcK < tos'^ hnmU Ml tl 

le live 

t .lanniii.i 

down lielow Kaliganj in 

tin* Sntkhiia subdi\i‘'ion (d the Kliulii.i 

disl lot'' 

ih) Will the Hon'bh 

* tin* .Menihei he Jilensjol t(» state 

w h \ a lid w hen 


tluisi* hnTi(Ls \\fn* oidtMcd tc In- lurnox <‘d " 

{ (') Ts tilt* ll()li’])l(‘ tin* Mrinhrl ;iw;il*‘ th.it siiko tlir HJiioN.d nf t hnrti* 
t>lli»ds a widf area ( oTiija isiiij^r a lai^'-«' Tiimd»<‘i ul \illa^^< s imd luiiKltrdv 
<>l acrc*s <»f land on hoth tin* batiks of tin* .famnna frctta Kaijiiit in tin* 
nortii to ( ’hin^M'okltali in tin* south has b<*rn atlia tod ftnm ci oinmin as 
Well as siiiiitaiy iKtints of vie\^ 

(fl) Will the TIon’bl<* the M<*nil)er be |>h*as<‘d to state whether it 
is a fact that since the ^eIno^al ot tin* said bands flute ha\e be»‘n 
rejM'ated laillltes of ('roj)S m the villa^'-es but d«‘i in^ (Oi the .latnlttia bejow 
Kalt^anj 1 " 

(O Is the TIon'ble Meiiilx*! awaie that tln»se \illa;;es af suffeiin^i* 
from scarcitv (twin^ to re|H*ated failuies of cro|»s slate Itllb'' 

(/) Wan any representation made by the villagers tonceined to the 
District Mag^istrate and, if so, what actiifti was taken on it ? 
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(//) Was any rejneHentation made to the Chairman of the Khulna 
district hoard liy the jKiople of the villages ol Chalteghata, Kasimpur, 
Chiiigreekhali, Mamudpur, Baiisipur, etc.? 

(hf Did the District Ilealtli Officer submit any report after an 
insjMiction of the said area? 

(i) If HO, will the lloii’hle the Member he jdeased to lay a copy of 
the inHiH'ctioii rei>ort on the table? 

(j) Will the Don’ hie the Member he pleased to state whether it is a 
fact tliat the ('hief I'lngineer, Public Works l)ei)artment, Bengal, was of 
ojiinion in Ifill that tiM‘ .lainuna was sure to silt u[) and that he did not 
recommend the excavation of the damuna? 

(/:) Is it a fact that thi(‘(‘ medical ofiicius of tlu' Public Health 
Dejiartmeiit a.nd the!(*aft<‘i the Assistant Diiector of Ihihlic Health 
visited the aiea towaids tlie end of the month of Sejiteriher? 

(/) If rtv), will the Hon’hh' the Miunher hi' jileased to lay on the table 
a (•(>]>> of their reiHuts? 

(///)* Ai(“ \he (loveinment considering the d(‘sirahility of re-erecting 
the old bunds? 

(//) If the answei to (///) is in the negative, wliat action, if any, 
are the tTOveiniiuMit conliunplat mg to take in the matter? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAdADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (n), {h), (c), (J), (O, (/), (./>, (//), u), (y), (/•), (/), im) and 
ill) '(’he nifoi Illation ask(‘d for is not available in the Iiiigation Dejiart- 
iiieiit and will take time to cidlect. ( hiv (U nmeiit art' tlituefoie iinahh* 
to lejilv to the ((uestions at pic'^ent hut will make inquiries. 

Ministerial officers in field service. 

38. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon hie 

thi‘ .Mi'inher in tdiaige of the Ihditical Dejiartmeiit he pleased to lay on 
the tahh' a statement showing the names of all the ministerial officers 
who und(‘rtoi>k, on de]>utation, an\ toim (d field servu-e during the war 
stating theiein the }>ost8 the> were holding at the time of their deputa- 
tion and tlu‘ posts they are hidilmg at pieseiit ? 

(b) Will the llon’hle the Member he jdeased to state what considera- 
tion, if an> , has been shown to such officers? 

The Hon’ble 8ir HENRY WHEELER: and {b) Tlie information 

is not on record. 


Ministers’ salaries. 

39. Rai ilOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: Will the 
Hoh’ble the Memhei in charge of the ApjKiintment Department be 
pleased to state whether he had received any communication from 
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Enfrland on the refereiiee made to the Atloi net -tieiieial a hotit the 
aciniissibiiity of motions for the reilm tum ol the salaiie^ of .Ministers:' 

.The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: Ve. The memhei 

leferreil to tlie aii'Wei ftneii to tiij..tai led (|tie>tn>ii No 1,'i a-.ked*li\ ITu 
Kadha tTiaraii I’al Ifahadui at tfii> meetiiifj ol the t'omo il 

Midnapore Zamindary Company. 

40 . Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: it/i lias tlir attfi.t-tm .if tl,,- Mt.n’1.1.. 

tlie Mfinlior in chai^^n ol tin* rolitnal 1 )t‘j»a! 1 nicn l lufti tliawn to tho 
iiiirnst ainon^^ tin* truants oi ( 1 h‘ Mnliiainnr /aniin.lai\ ('oni|)an\ at 
M 111 .sliidabiid '' • 

(h) Art* thr (Tovrrnnn'nt < toi tt‘in|>lat in}jr lakintr an\ '•top's m 
iniiltorr' , 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER l 1 ( 1 ) ( I o\ (*ni rnon > ha \ boon 
inloiinod ol tin* t'XisU'iK (* ol di'-jni tos bol w ot*n the M idna j»oi t‘ /am i mlai \ 

( ’oinpaip\ and its tt*nants ^11 M n i '•h idalfad • • 

( h) I In* bx al ofiiooiN aio taking .sin h .stop- as*!ho siitiation ih mainb ' 

Bhola Municipality. 

• 

41 . Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: < /• W 11 tin ilo . hi. th* M , i im 

III (baip’o ol tlio 1 )o pa I 1 nit'tt t ot Lot al Sol l-t io\ to union I hi |i!fa-oi| t«> 

, stall* ubt*tln‘i (ioNoinnioiit li.iso lotmvotl a inomo'ial tjoni iho lo-nlonls 
ol Jibola, Mibdix ision in tin* distint oi Ibikaip^ari] pi.ivin-* that I ho 
‘sanction to (*stablish a m u it n i pal it \ in tin* said town ho withdiawri a- 
tin* jH*opb* tboM* think it to ho uiino(o-sa:\ ami hi;:hl\ ixpon^iNo'” 

(If) Ls tin* ilfin’bh* tin* Mini-tti aualo that tho jiopnlalion of tin 

said tow Is bolow -l.OtM) and p.iit- of tho -ii ii <ni ml ni;j \ 1 1 la;.’ f'- . \i/ , 

Alinaoai, ( liai Nawah.nl. Ikij>t.i, Al^i Im^o hoon ifolmh'il iii tho mnni 
< i})al aroa to inako iij» tho loiiniiotl numhoi ot pojMil.it n m . o.’M. hi, p to 
munioipal law ? 

(c) Is tin* IIoTi’blo tin* Mn i-tot .iwaio th,.1 .flmo-t ihf onliio pnldo 
with tbo i*xoo|>tion ot \o!\ tow, .tio ap.iin-l tho ost .i hi i - h nif n l td a 
iiiun ioi[)alit y at Ilbola*'' 

(fl) T.s it a ftu’t tliat man\ hiph (ioNoinmont (»fii( ml- ha\t ihil.ii(*d 
tho town to bi* N(*rv bealtbv'*^ 

(o) Is it a fa< t that inoio than l hioo-f oni t li - ^ of tlo' annn.il no oim 
<»f tbo imin loi j)al 1 1 V is to ho -jM*nt foi offn o o-talili-bmont 

(f) lIa\o tin* ( Tov(*i n nion t (onsnloiofl tin* do-irahilit v ot .i-kitip tin 
ChairuiaiJ of tbo llbola iininn i|>alit\ t(f submit an o-tima!t ol tho 
exjieoted iiiconio and oxjiondituio ol tin* .said luunn ipab t \ 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NAT^ BANERilEA: t (I i riio answor 

in the negative. 
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7f; 

(h) Tlin town of Bhohi ronsists of iK>rtioiis of Mouza Jamiralala, 
chat chat- Nawabatl, (’hlioto x\lgi and Bapta. The l^undaries 

of the niunicipality ha\(‘ been fixed Nj>ecially wdth the object of exclud- 
ing^ agricultural areas. area (d the Tnunici]>ality is only thrbe- 

fouiths of a Htjuaie niih‘ and its j)oj)uliti()n according to the last census 
is about 4,500. 

(c) The niunicipalit \ was established accoiding to the wishes of 
the inhabitants of the town as expiessed in their petition dated 2Slh 
May, 1010, a (o)>\ ol which is laid on the library ‘ tabh‘. After its 
establishment two petitions woie tiled beloi(‘ the local officcus, whicdi 
wi‘i(‘ on iiMHiiiN tound not to lx* jidc, as many signatures were 

found to IniM' fi(*en iahi icatcMl. , 

id) V(‘s, the town was foinuuK \«*i\ healtlu , but of lat(\ there have 
been rc|H‘ated ‘out hi (‘aks of choleia, and the number of malarial 
Jiatients who attendml the town hospital lose fiom 400 in lt)20 to S()(S \i]) 
to .lul\, 1021. 

{(’) No; tlie income (d th(‘ muim ipalit\ aeeoiding to the budget of 
th(‘ euMeiit '\eai is Rs .u.-M-'t ami (‘Xpmidit ui e on the liead “ (dfiee 
eslahlishmeiil ” is IN .570 onl\ 

(/) No, umlei sin tioi) 7t) (d the Bengal MiiiiKipal Act. tin* fomniis- 
sionei (d tlie I)i\ision is the final authoiit\ in lespmt (d' municipal 
budgets. 

Income-tax on arrears of salary, 

42. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: < /i With k ien uici' to m\ niistai rml 
(|Uestion No 57 askrd .it lh<‘ meeting on the 20th August, 1021, will 
the li oii’hle the Meiiihei in (haige <d the Dr ] t.i 1 1 men t (d I'lnaiire be 
jdeased to state what is at jiHsrnt tin* inle irgaiding the deduction (d' 
income-tax liom aiieais ol -..alaiN whi'ii tho^e aiieam do not amount to 
Bs 2,001) 

{h) Will tin* lloirhle the Nlenibei be pleased to la\ yn the fable 
a copy of till' .\c eountant-( leiuuar.s lubiig- on the subje(“t r" 

The Hoo’ble Mr. KERR: to) The rule regaidmg tlie deduction of 
income-tax fiom aneais of salary is that wliiue the monthly amount, 
of the aiit'am is sm h that lerkom'd at this late for a iKuiod of 
12 months tlu' amount would not be less than IN 2,000, ine(>mt‘-tax 
in diMlueted. If, howe\<*i, the monthly rate is less than Rs. IGG-IO-S, 
income-tax is not deducted at source It is, however, the duty of the 
Ineonu'-tax Dt'jiai t me/it subse(juentl\ to Tcalisc income-tax in all cases 
w’here the amount of tlu' arreais togethei with the salary normally 
drawn brings the total ineonu' within the assessable limit. 

{b) Tile Aeeountantdieneral has issued no ruling on this subject. 
The direction of the (tovernnuMit of India is contained in Note 1 to 
section 15 (lU Appendix 2, (bvil Account Code, Volume I, copy of 
which is annexed. 
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Note 1 to Section /J (7), Appendix 2, Civil Account Code, Volume /, 
referrM to in the reply to clause ^h) of utvsiarred tpicstion No, 4J, 

• The payment in a lump sum of luhhiums. wailanted h^ orders liuxu,^ ^ettosjK'e- 
live effec t, U) salaries of preMous mt)nilis wlu.li ha\e alie.oh ls‘en .iraun is not a *• re 
curnng” payment within tlie moaning of this seiti.iii. so the rate ..t imoiue tax 
leviable thereon at the tune ot pa\menl must hi^ deioMuuHal soKl\ h\ flu. ainomit 
payable on tlie liill legartlless oi tlu* asst*ss»'«' s other iiKtuiit' duimg tlu* jso im! 
to which tire arrears relate 

Such additional amounts should theieiote not U- drawn t.n the sanu' hill wiih 
current salary 


Budget and Ministers’ salaries. 

43. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: 11. th, iliui'lih* 

the MeinlK ‘1 in eliaior rd the A p{»()i n t men t llep.ntment i,>(m\<'d ihe 
dinnioii of tlie l^higlmh Nmst it ut loiial )a\\\eis us to the im lusion (d tlie 
M 111 isttu’s’ salaries.: in tlu' “ non-\ot<‘d ” list m tin* llmlget*" 

( h) If so, will tlu' llon’hh' the Mcunhei he phaised to l.(\ llie sanie 
on th(‘ table ? ‘ * * 

The Hon’bie Sir HENRY WHEELER: \ a) ami i l>'^ Tin’ opinion cd 

tlie Law (ltfi(('ls ot the ('lown w.is obtained b\ the Se<n(ai\ ol Slate 
who ln|.s coininiinieatiMl the iidlowini.: sumniai\ 

“ d’h(‘ efVef t oi the piioisions ol sm tioiis o‘J ( / ^ and T'dll 'd the Ai l 
Is that a \(de ol the Leei-lulne t'numil taken 1 m Ion thi piesintation 
ol the bml^Md. to deteiiiiim- a Minis|ri*s s.d.ii\ doe- not [.imlnde llie 
( oiMKll lt(%ni \al\ing that s.il.ii\ l>\ sub-e.iueiit \otes. .oid ilo* - md 
tenioNe tin* .salai\ fioni tin* eimtio] ol the ( ouih d utidet srition 7,'l) 
t i o \ el niiK'li t ai e al so ad V i sed that I he ) >i o \ i - ions ♦ d -e< t loti i J I ) i . j > i / o ' 
are lirmtc'd to “ ainoiints prescribed lo, oi iiridio an\ law,” ami ilo not 
inelnile ^iinounts fiM*<l bs a \oteonl\. 

Travelling allowances to sub-deputy collectors. 

44. Babu JOCENDRA NATH ROY: l /) N the ll.m bh tin Member 

in (*haip-e of the A j>poi n t men t, Department avcaie tliat the new luh^ 
about the tiavidling- allowances of siib-dejnil \ lolleitojs haM* not b»*en 
fa\oinaf)lY reecoxed b\ the service ''' 

(h) Are the* (iovcm nincMit eoiitc-rnphit i ng i e< cuisidci i np- them dec mmri 
ill the matter? 

4 

The Hon'ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: i /i s. •vei.d t c'ju e-s 4 'ntat ions 

ha\^ been re(‘<*iv(*cl re'g'ai ding the* fixcal tiaxediing aliowanee's of sub- 
deputy rollec’tors eriiploye*d as e ireh* edficeus 

( h) Some of the points rame*el aie* iiiMh*i consideration, hut the* time* 
i** Tiot ojijxirttine for the re^c-on^cicle*! at nui of fhe orcleus with rc-gard tc» 
the ameuint of these allowances. 
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78. QUESTIONS. 

Payment of pensions through the post. 

45. Babu JOCENDRA NATH ROY: (a) Is the Hon^ble the 
M»'ijihcr in charj.^e oi tlie Dep^u true ut of Einaiite aware that (xovenmieat 
jKMiMoneis le'^iding in the iniifassal often find it inconvenient to imder- 
tuk(? a jouinev to tlie lieachpiai ter.s to diaw their j)ensions?' 

(/;) Are th(‘ (io\ei niiient considenn^*- tlie desirability of makin^^^ 
anang( iiKMits loi th(‘ paMmoit of pensions tlirougli the Post Offices H 

The Hon'ble Mr. KERR; (^/) Yes. 

(h) Peiisioneis diawin^ Ps 20 a month oi less are already allowed 
at llu'ii option to ha\e then pensions unnitted to them by inoiiev older. 
The s\.stem has hetm intiodmed as an ex p(‘i iimnital measure fo^’ a }M.*riod 
of om* y«‘ai, altcn whuh tin* diesii ability oi extending it will be con- 
eidered. 

Destruction of villages in thanas Cheor and Manikganj. 

46. Babu JOCENDRA NATH ROY; ( /t Is the llon’ble the 
jMemlxn* in chaise ot th(‘ Depailimnit of Iiiigolion awaie that niiimn- 
(Ills \illag(‘s in the |in/^dnfion oi thanas (iheoi- and Manikgani. in the 
distrol of I)a(ea. ai(‘ aiifiiialK desjHnnd li\ floods-^ 

(//) Will the llon’Iile the .Membfo he pleasis! to stat(‘ what ste]>s 
(b)\e'nmi'nt aie takino to unmalN tin's state ol affairs''' • 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

^ BURDWAN; to) ( io\t‘Minn'nt h,i\e Im nil(»? mat ion as to the arnnial 
de.sl 1 net ion of a inimhet of villages ni ihetiheor and Maiiikpanj thaii.i' 
(d’ the Dacca Distiict 

{It) d’lie question does net aiisc. 

Motor traffic in Darjeeling. 

47. Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY; Will the Ilon’hle the Membei 
in ( haige (d‘ the l*olie<‘ Depaitmeiit he pleased to state umh'r vs’hat 
rules motor-cais an' allowed to lun on the mads within the munuijial 
area of tin* U)wn of Daijeeling. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: Attention is invited to ihe 
mil's isMii'd under tlu‘ Indian Motoi Vehn h's Act. PUd. espeeialK to 
Part V containing additional and sjHMua] nih‘>^ lelatnig to Darieeling'. 

A copy of the lules !•< plaee<l on tlu' Lihrai\ table. 

Extension of service to Mr. Swinhoe. 

48. Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: tmWill the Hon’hle 

the Member in ehaige of the -ludn ial Department l)e pleased to state 

(D whether it is a fact that Mr Swinhoe. Chief Presidi*iir\ Magis- 
trate of Calcutta, has already completed hi.s 55th yeai and 
ip on an extension for a year ; 
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(«) whether it is a fa.t that Mr. Swi.il,„o has a^rau, heei, ivro,,,- 
, mended for another extension toi one >eai inoie, and 

(iii) if so, the reasons for tlie last extension cd seiNue;- 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Mvnihei he i.le.ised u. state wlietiiei il i> 
not laid down as a prineiple ol puhlie |«,lu v that an extension should 
riiicly he granted to ottieers and onl\ itii \,m\ “ 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM : wn w) Y< s 

(li) No reeoininendation iia,s ]«hmi itacutal. Imt an ap|)lit at n.n i,*i 
(‘xten^ion has been r(Mei\e<l fioni Mi Swinhot* 

{/n) Dot's not ai ist' 

(h) Tln‘ principlt' laid down i^s a- lollowv “()|}ittM< mIIici (han 
ininisttM'ia], wlio ha\<‘ attaint'd tin' a^tr of '»') shdulil* oul:n.inI\ ho 
itMjiiired to retirt‘, and -should not Im* M-t.nnod in s,m vit t* cMcpi wlu'i,- 
niuinestionahle pnhhe gionnd's foi it'ttMiiitm t'xist, aii.l Hunt* is no iloal.t 
as tt) the jdiysieal fitness of tht' ollictr ” 

• 

Calcutta-Khulna chard line, 

49. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: o. Will th. lion hie 

lilt' Mtnister in (liai;je itl the I )ep.i i t men t ,.t I'nhli. Wotk- he itle.ised 
1o state W'lielht‘1 the idea ot a Inoail ;,;aiiL:»' (loud line (imnettin^/ 
f'jdcutta Jind Khulna ha" ht'eii ahaiMloi.ed' 

f ) I 1 jiot . w hen is the < <> n " I r m t l O n 1 1 K e I \ in he t a lx e n 1 1 } > ' 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYiD NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (u» and th) In (t. Inher, I'Mh. the hailwax Ih.aid "am- 
tionetl a r t'conna i".sa!iee sUinon h\ the ag* m \ of the Iha^it'in liej,L:.il 
Hailw.'i^ fora tdiord rai!wa\ <»n tht* hi(»a.l gauge from Khulna in D’.ni 
I him Tile lint' ]iowe\ei wa" not "ur\e\ed duiing I'Hft-L'fl The I ni d 
fo)\ernnient iia\(* no fuither infoimatiori oii this <juesiinn 

Communication between Calcutta and Howrah. 

50. Mr. D. C. CHOSE: ( // ) Is the llon’hle flit' MenilMT jn (liaige 
of the Marine J)ei>artirn‘rjt aware of the need i<»i more adetjuate mt'ans 
of et>minuni( atioii hetwftm the < it\ fff t'ahutt.i and it" (liief Kailwav 
Station at llowrali than })\ the existing floating hiidg<* <oei Uo' 
Hooghly r 

( ^) Is the llon’hle the Ikfemher aware that tin* iiigemv of thi* 
need for increiised aef oinimHiation was a<km»wledged so t.u haek us 

in 1909? 

t<‘) What .st<‘{)s are the ( iovei riineii t taking to arrive at nr, early 
deeiMon in the riiattei and to exj>edit«‘ ^he eonstr iietion of tlie hrMlge!" 
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( 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: (a) Yes 

(h) Yes. 

(r) Is lel'ei re^Mf) (loveriiinerit lie sol nt inn No. ."^54 1 

(lal(*(l the 4th Novtonlxo, 1021, which iii>jH‘ai'e<l in the Cdicuftu Gazette 
ot the 9th Noveinher, 1 921. 


Platforms on East Indian Railway (Tarakeswar Branch). 

51. Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: (.;) Is the Ilon'hle the 

Minister in cliai^e of the Depai tnuoit ol Piihlic Woiks aie tliat incon- 
\eni(*nce and tronl)le an* hein^'- caiisc'd to the passfoi^'-ei s of flio 
Tiirakesuai Uiato h ItaiKvav (East Indian Pailway) owin^ to the 
alisence (d a second ]>laltoini at the piiin ijial slatioiis of the line lik(‘ 
Deal all, Siii^'iii, (d< , and to lh«' tidal ahs<‘ii(e id aii\ j^laMonn at the 
iiiinoi stalKins lik(* Nasihpui, (dc. ? 

(/>) Is till* lloii'hle the Miiiist<*i aware tliat passi'ii/j:'ei s are o])]i^»’ed 
to droji down lioni a height (d alxuit (i ieet to th(‘ I’lomid levid lielow ? 

{() Ai(' th(‘ ( io\ei iit.M'iil < oiisidri in^‘ lh(‘ d(‘siia]iilit\ of t.ikiii^r n(*ces- 
Hai \ stcp.s to ^cl tills ^ne\aiice i(*nio\('d a*' (siiK as possihh* 

(('/) Will the lloii’hl(‘ the Minist(*i la* phaised to stale whether this 
inade(|uac\ or ahseiice ol platfoinis on the 4'aiakesuai lliaiic.i Itail- 
wa\ \sas(*\(‘T l»iou<.>ht to the lodKc of th<‘ ( io\ crnnn'iit oi tin' liailway 
Hoai<l h\ aii\ ( 'onmiissioin'i of the l)i\ision (O the Colh'i toi (d the 
Di.st 1 let ? 

If the aii'-uei to (-/) iv m tin' atli i iiia 1 1 \ e. will tlic lldii'lde the 
Mlliistei he ph'ased t(> l.i\ tin' ei*iMie( led pa]K'!s dii tin' taldc'" 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURi, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) and Gn The H'jdx is m the nc^Mtive 

(c) 'I'ln' attention of the aiithoiitie.s of tin' East Indian Itailw.ix will 
In* drawn to this matter. 

(d) 'rin* leplv to tin' liist ])ail of tin* (jiiestion is in th«* in'frntive. 

( }ov(*rnnn'iit are ind aware whetln'i this suhji'ct has ('ver heen hroiiirlit 
to tin* indii t' of the Hailwax Hoard. 

(e) ddn* question does not arise. 


Tramways Strike. 

52. Mr. BUOY PR08AD 8INCH ROY: {a) .\re the ft(»veriimeTit 
considering tin* ih'sirahility of inteiferin^ to settle the strike of the 
tram wa> t'm]>lovees r 

{h) If the an.swt'i- to (nl is in tin* ne^mtive. will the IIonTde the 
Member in chaij.rt‘ of the Department of rommerce be pleased to state 
the reasons therefor? 
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^1 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMe’rCE (the 
Hon’Me Mr. Kerr): (lA an<) AA Tlu' ihchiIhm u-loin-d 111 till' CII/IIWI/- 
Iiiyiic issued on tlie .-{Isf Oetul.,.,-, win, I, il„. isisitiiin „f (Jovern- 

riuMit with regard to the Trann\a\> '.tiike tlefiiied 

Munsifs’ quarters at Manikganj and North and South Raojan. 

53. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: (r;) Will tlu* lloii’hle the 

in (diarge of the ".T iiduMal Depai tnuoit h<' plfasr,! i.. state ulielhei lie 
IS aware of th(‘ fact tliat in Mainkganj, in tlie distmi of Dacia, and 
North and Soutli Kaojan. in tin* distint oj ( lot taj.;ong. niiinsifs haNe 
got to live in kutcluj hon^es .\\ n h mud jdintli' 

i h) If so, what ‘'It'ps, if an> . aie the (ioveinnient taking t<* iemed> 
this grievance? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM : („) Yes 

(If) As rt'gaids Mainkganj. a junieit for Imilding (|uaiteis fm fliiee 
munsifs ha's Immui adnn nist i a t i \ el \ a)tpr<»\ed and uill l»e tikkmi fij> \^llen 
funds ai(‘ nvailahh* In South It.ioian. the niunsi} has hiiill himself 
a kuti'hd-jfuccd house and its pun base is at present undei t lUisidei at ion 
h\ ( iovt‘rnni<*nt . 

No ]Uoposals ]ia\f heen le'cised in ieg-‘td to Noith Itaoian 

Court of Babu Pashupati Basu, Fourth Sub-Judge, Dacca. 

54. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: tm N the llotd))h> 

ihe Memhei 111 (halge (d the dmloial Dcjcotmenl .luaie of the fiii- 
tioii hetwcf'U the Ihun h .ind Hai of Dai i a •' 

( //) If the aiisuei to (o» is m the a!iiimati\e, .m- tin* ( i o\ eiii nient 
oiisidcMHig the de.siiahilit \ of i.ikir<g strps to lenMO,- the hanl-liip, 
neon VfUiiencf* and haiassmenf laUsed to the loigant puhln ''' 

(c) Ts It a fact that a iiimin.d <.isi has heen instilutiMl h\ Hahu 
U.ihindra t’handia (diafaip. pleadej . Dm < ag.nnst the 1‘ourlh Suh- 
>r<linate Judge. Dahu Pashupali Hasii, on the alieg* <1 (omnosmon of 
iffem es undei .settioris .‘{.'rj and dU I . Indiaii Teiiai (’ode, wlide [)ra\ing 
'U lime for defif it eouit-fee stamp' 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: ( /) Vf s 

ih) ProeefMling.s ha\<* IkmTi taken under tlv Legal I h aef i t loners 
N<t. again.st eeitain of the pleaders (ornerned ami othms ha\e heen 
ejKrrted to tile High Couil I'he dei ision of the High Court is 
kwaited. 

( e) Vos. I'he eaise instituted h\ Hahu Hahimira ( haiidra ( hatatp 
igaiTi'it (he Suh'JmIge under sections ‘io'J ami o(H, Imlian I’eiod ( mie, 
'Hs dismissed under seetion ‘J(fd of tin* C o<l(‘ of f rirninal iVfK'edtin’ 
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QVESTKm. 

Deputy Inspector-General of Police. 

55. Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in (•hai;t((‘ ol I'oliee Dnjfartmeiit be pleased to state— * 

(?) wliai ai(‘ ihe funetioiis ordinarily exercised by the Deputy 
Insp<‘(lor-(Jeneral of ]\dice stationed at divisional head- 
(juarters; and 

(n) in what r(‘SiH‘cts tlie retention ot these posts facilitates pubbc 
business? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (?) The meini)er is referred 

to tlie an^vvau ^^iven to nnsianed (piestion No. TK) at the nieetiTin- of the 
2!tth August., 

( 77 ) A refei;(‘nc(‘ is in\i(ed to jiara^naph 70 of the report of the 
Indian l‘(dic(‘ ConiTnission , l!M)‘^*-0d, a coj^x oi which may be consulted 
in tli(‘ (’ouTi/'il Library. 


^ Epidemic fever in Tippera. 

56. Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: (a) Will the TT(»nT)le the 
Minist<‘i in cliai^^' (?f the Depai tnnuit ot Local S(df-rrov(M“nTn(‘nt be 
])l<‘as('d to sta<(‘ windloM it is a la<-t tiiat a kind of e]>idmni( ftyfu’ has 
been ])r(‘vailin^»- in ((‘rlain xillay'-es within iln* jni isdiciion of thanas 
M uradnajjfar, Daudkandi, Nabinaeai, and ILi'^ullabad in tin* di''trict of 
d'i])|MM'a dining'' the last twoyiairs? 

(/A If tlie answer to (//) is in tin' athnnatixe. xvill th(‘ flon'hh' the 
Minister b(‘ jileascd to stall* whethi'i aiix iinjuirx has bi'cn madi* as to 
the natuie of the epideinie, and. if so, with what results? 

(f) AVhat stops hax(‘ bi*en taki'ii 01 Ria* ]no]>os(*d to be taken bv 
( lovei nineiit to eoinbat the disease'" 

(J) Will tin* Ilon’hle the Minist(*r ht* jileased to lay on the table a 
stali'iin'iit shoxvin^^ tin* inmilu*! of deaths in tin* areas of tin* ahove- 
nn*ntioned jioliee-stat 10 ns (hiring'* tin* last h years? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (nt If hv the 

(*\])rt*ssion “ kind of e]>id(*mie fever ” the member means hnJa-azar the 
answer is in the atlirmatixe so far as tin* villapi's in thanas Murad- 
na^’-ar and Daudkandi art* concerned Tlasullabad is a ixdiet'-station 
within tin* Nabina^’-ar thana, where no cases of ha]n-a:nr could be found 
by tin* Assi.stant Dire(;tor of I’uhlic Health who conducted the intpiiry 
in tin* Tipjx'ra District. 

(/?') An iinpury was made into tin* matter the result of which is 
contained in the ie|xut submitted b\ the Assistant Director of Public 
Health, a eojn of which xvas laid on the Library table in answer to the 
member’s unstarred question No 8(1 (ul, asked at the meeting of the 
4th duly. 1921. 
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(c) The inquiry shows tliat a sevoit‘ stap' of inloctioii has not yet 
been rearmed. It rests with the distiu't boanl ti» make a thonni^h 
survey and to arran^^e for treatment a^ Mijrjre-ted in the n']>ort of the 
V^sistant Director of riihlie Health. •A < op\ of the leiiort. as 
'ilreadv stated in reply to the nu'miu'i’s mistaiied <iue^tton No SO i//) 
ill), has been forwarded to the (’hanmaii. Di-tiai Hoaid. 

((]) A statement is laid on the table 

Slaicmrnt showinfi the nurtiber of ,lealh^ referred to the rr^lu /-> rUiuse 
(,/) of tit i starred >^if>'sti'Oi \,,i. v;. 


N*m(' of Thana. 
M'lraduagar 
1 landkaiidi 
Nal>lnagiir 


4 son 

5 ^l4^) 


I'm: 


1 si I 


t‘l .‘J J 


tiny 
f) 1 >S 7 

7 -i'. I 


1 i'll . 

t'-.i i:> 
(..174 
'i ,4 7 ‘J 


Medical certificates for clerks and menials. 

57 Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACH AR Jl : v ' "i" 'J'" 

tin. Mnn.t-r •>< H'" 'H'." ot I-...! sOi- 

.iuM.n.wo u. ... ,1 'Y^V'nn 1 

tlKOio'.'"""'"" On..'" 1.1 D-l...""""' 

1 V I'K Mrd < il d it*-d tlio I'Hi .Vl'ld. lOln, iio'dical eel- 

ltes(dutinli >o 1 I K) MoOm .11. mo " “ * 

’ '■ d niodn al pt .o t it tonn Ifnosi 


.ilOii 

..I I 


-t .itid I* ddi^lif'l h_\ till' Ui'iipa] 


id < h'l k^ atr not able to 
- . HI simple ( a^es (d 


ti(ieatf‘s ('an b(‘ ^i.mied "lK ].\ p'l 
iiiiTm'" aie borne (III l lo' n n mil Medi 

(’,,un. il of Vedmal He^- mt i..t i.m 

( h) Is it a fa( t'—- 

(/) jliat the laboiiniio « km"**" -‘"d h'W-l'a 
paN foT tlie seiMet's of su<li pt.otil 

,,,, 



,W ImM.itnl a.S"""""-' 

„„ 11 ... "I 

1 til*, dfsi! alidit \ fd issiiinp a 

(<•) Are the “’'‘'"''■'"p - 

lif.t.ce authonsiiip' all ( lovei niiiei.l . m t". ' 

.nHt.tntums .ha. ha^e .I'.e, . 

’' 7 '" 

titioiier H. all <a'e.- win" I 

, n ..te- L'i'en l.\ .hese un.i.T wte.™- 

(n) to accept oidloariU' all cci * 

actual trea.incM. .he i«T....n « a- • j ,,, 

(t„. to accept hospital an.l otl.-r ...pl-«n 

ficates from fjualifi<‘<l f>iaetit»o < r*^ 
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H4. 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (n) Seriion 30 

the MptlM-al Act |>i(»vi(lcs that no certificate lequir^.d hy law 

sliall he valid unl(‘ss the practitioiHM' or officer jrrantin^^ it is duly 
re^dstered. * 

M(‘diral certificates nuniired hy ih<‘ heads of departments from non- 
^razett(‘d officers in Hii|K‘rior service, ar(‘ subject to the same restriction. 

(h) (jovernuKuit have no information on these pf)ints. 

(r) III ])raciice, (‘xce])l in th<‘ Secretariat, lieads of dei)artments or 
heads of (ioMuimnuit institutions need not insist on’ the ])rodiiction of 
valid nuMlical c(m tificat<‘s (‘\(‘n in tin* case of non-^^az<dted officers 
where, for exanijih', casual leav(‘ on medical f^iounds is sought, and 
randv do so in tin* (‘as(' of menial (‘m)»l(‘y(*es. GovernuKMit see no 
n<‘c<‘ssit\ to modify the exist in^^ procc'dun*. 

Settlement operations at Assassuni, an area in Khulna afflicted 
with distress. 

58. *BabCi HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI: (r/MVill the 

lloii’hle tin* Meinhei ill cliai;»e <d' tlu' l)('paT'tm(Uit of lleveniie (Land 
Ih'vemie) he )>h‘asi*d to state wIm'IIkm it is a fact that amins. kaiiun- 
^o)<‘s and otluM staff, numheiin^^ MtO, ha\e alieady arrivml at .\ssasuni 
to commence set tlement ojMuations? 

(h) AA’^ill the Ifon’hh' llie MmulKU he ])leas(‘d to state whether 
(to\ernment aie considminc ifie d(‘snahilit\ cd' ])ost poninc- tli(‘ s(‘tth‘- 
meiit operations in that localit\ V 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: (n) Sett!enu‘nt o|M‘rations have commen(*ed in Assasiini 
thaiia, hut tlu' staff does not (oiisist of moie tlian 2o jK^rsons. 

{(>) No. 


Veterinary Inspectors. 

59. Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: (n) Will tin lion hie 
the ^llnistei In diai^e of tin* l)ej>art nn'iit of Agriculture and Industries 
1h* ])leas(*d to state — 

{i) >\hether it is a fact that, as sanctioned hy the lli^^ht TTon’hle 
the Secretarv of State for India, the ]>ay of an officer in the 
I’roMucial Veterinar\ Ser\ ice of Bengal is Bs. 250 — 750; 
and 

(/f) whelhei the Ben^^al Livil Veterinary Inspectors helouj.r to the 
(Uilie of the said I’lovnn'ial Service sim'c the creation of the 
apiHiiutments h\ (io\ernment of India letter to the Rijrht 
llon’hle the Secretar\ of State for India, No. 232, of 1007, 
and as sanctioned In the latter's No 136 Rev . dated the 
23rd .\u^ust. 1007? 



IX'l.) 


».'l Ksi litxs 




(h) If (1,0 

i(» (^/) 

4)t‘ j)l(‘asotl to staU‘ 
xale of pay refonoil to n» {/;) 

(c) Aio tlio (ton t'nniKMit « 
I lU' ''aid ''calo to tla* \ (‘tcMiiiai 
]>a,\ do tlo'Y ]>ro])ose to o-iM'*" 


I' llif .ittinuntn,-. «,ll the 

" 1' III' I•(l|•<■| ||,1« \,.t MU,,, I ,,, (]„, 

"'iriii-p 111 ,' hi,,,,M, i..,.-' 

'■Iili'ini'latnio. ,,, ^ I 

' rii,-|N', |,„S ifiml, 1 , 1 , 


(,A T ,1 it tuir tluil till iliM I,,., 1 ,,^,. 

IH-I II.ITI'MM' of IUlN^or ,01I,IM.|,S,,|.0„ 

"in ll !!H K'llKMlt y 


»frli I,' 1 .1 I! In! 
tin' I .1 li I n| 


ill ila> Tltui’ldo tii(' Mini 
iin'inoiial" fiotn tlio "aid \'rtt‘iinai\ 
lo^aidiiio tin. ic\i"ion and 
I ( < ni \ ('d 1)\ lii in 

( /) 11 "O, fv Ik'I In'i i }yi "ainr lia 
hat I ('suit 


t*'i 1)0 j>lra"rd lo -.tala wliriluu tlic 
Iiis|MM tiU". ilata.l thr Khl, 1 ,'i.i uar\ . 
H’t'ioiit ot lliaii p.^N },a\(' Im-cu 

!(' dtsp,,s,-,| ,,} and. i| su \\ th 


The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI 
Khan Bahadur: (n) im Ws • 

(o’) 1/0 No 

(/') As tin' aii"N\al to (o) t/O n, tin in'-aliNr the ,iin''tinM dm^ 
not a I ng' 

* 'Hio to ilia tii"t pait ol Ih, .jin«>tion is n, il,, na-atoa 

f ion laisad 111 the "a, ..iid pa t t i" uinlaf i on^nh'f at ion 

(d) Y(>s. 

(^) V(«"* 

* ^ * fin- niainoi lal" a 1 a ''till Ulnlai ( oii"idai a t loii 


« Technical Institute at Kanchrapara. 

60. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: W 11 ih. 11. hi. i!,. 

"''Jin'siat 111 thaiof (,i 111 ,' 1 )a} la I t nn-n 1 .,t Noinultno- .oid li'lnnin- I..* 
phaao'd to "lata what plooia"". it aliN h.i" iu-an Iiladr Uilli ih* -iliania 
h n t ha a"la hi I "li nn'ii t ot a 'I a. h n n a 1 I n"t ii u t*“ at K a ii . h i .i p.o a fa! w Inoi 
t!ia Iia. a>sai\ huildiiio" and taaihiiio a M .1 noann-n t " ,10 lkoi\ o, Ka .i,ni 
i''^‘tnd fol lha ( oiuniaiK aliiant (d lha WoiK ot irjjnlal t'a n.lij.,' and 
n " 1 1 u 1 • t n ) 1 1 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB^ ALI CHAUDHURI, 
<han Bahadur: ddia tidlowino ariano'ntiiant" ha\a alo-adv Imm-h m.ida in 
oniiaitioii with tin* s( hama lot tin* a"lah)i")iliiaut ot a In hi. n.d 
ti"titut(' at Kain hi ajiaiti ; — - 

A — A ho'-tal tor tha a( < oui rnodat ion ot fift\ ia..!(h‘!.t Indan 
(*s h.is ])a(‘Ti Iniilt at tin* < ost of ( ro\ t*M) nnui t ul/nli 
is alrno.st ready for oar ufration. 
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H. — A resiflcnre for an Indian Assistant Master has been built at 
Oovernnient exptuise and is nearly complete. * 

U. — Oovernment have |4frive<l to purchase, for the use ol \he 
'['(‘cliTiical Institute, the piesent railway office buildin^^, but 
this cannot be liand(*<l o\ei to (Tovei'nment until a new office 
buildin^^ has Ixmmi (uin ted by the railway aiithoi ities. In 
tin* meantirm* chisses me lieing ludd in other rooms. 

I). - A ]>ro))o.sal foi the ajipointment (d a whole-time Assistant 
.Master foi teai hin;.,^ the a])])i (Uit ices is under the consideration 
of ( lovei nment . Inst notion is at jiresent bein^^ carried on by 
a paii-t line teachm 

E “ A local mana;.,Mn^» comnuttei* has ’beim ai>i>ointed. 

The tmi(‘ reijuiied for the introduction of flu* complete scheme will 
(lejHMid ctiK'fiv on th<‘ financial r(‘s()Ui(es uNailable. 


‘ Veterinary Assistants. 

< 

61. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: i,i) Will the lion'hle 

the Miiiistei in idiai^e of tlu' l)e])ai tnnuit of A c"!'!!’!!!! ini' mid liidustiii's 
b(‘ pleased to state wludhei it is a tact that a memoii.il, |)ia<i!ic for 
a ^'‘eiKMal i<‘\ision and im lease* of then scab* <d ]>a\ and allowances, 
\\as sulmutte'd b\ tin* Vidminarx Assistants ed Heiie-al to Ills EvcelhoicN 
the (io\enioi ol Ibuic-al sonu' tinu* about tin* middle of the vem l!)20y 
(h) If tlie ans\^(‘l to (n) is m the afliiniatue. will the ^Ilon'lde the 
Miiii.ste'i Im* ph'asrd to state* w hat aelieiii lias be't'ii take'll ol is pieijuise'il 
to be* take'll eui the* said me*niorial 

The Hen’ble the Nawah SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 

Khan Bahadur: (//i 1 he* m(*meuials ri*fe'iii*d to We'ie* ! e'e-e*i \ e'el b\ (iove'rn- 
nie*nt from the Ve‘t(‘iinar\ AeUiser to ( niv ernnie'iit on the 4tii A})ril, 

15t21 

(/A TIu'n are* at |uesent unele*i e euisulerat leui. 


** Abkari ” shops. 

62. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble 

the* Ministe*r in ediarge'* eif the Depait merit of A^iieulture anel Inelustries 
be pte'ase*el tei bn on the* table a state*me‘nt slmw mg- the number of 
ahka ri .shops, elistrirt b\ distrie't, and the levenue deriveel from them 
during the last three xeais? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab , SAIYID NAWAB ALI QHAUDHURI, 
Khsn Bahadur: A statement is laid on the table. 
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UlK.^ridNs 


Stf,temeny«/w,ru,!, l/,r „u,uh,>- ../-..U-an" s/,,7, v. ,/tstru-i 

ui,d the ,crem<e denrnt ,r.,m th,;,, d,n;„:, th. /,„/ rhnr ./rare 
referred to in the repli/ to iinstnrred i/iM.itiou r,r. 


Du uioiu mid 
Disti let*'. 


I'liUl 


llurdwrtti Division — 
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•.’3.al 1'-’! 
1,'M 0, ,s}'l 


SIdh’inrilf slttiK'i H(/ I hr H i( mhrr of n jijii h (I I i<n(S fo) fr/‘sh hcnurs and thr 
niiinhrt of J rf'<li /nrtnr'< i/ranicd uadrr thr Arnni Ait Jot tin 
j)o}i>ies!<ion and rarnjnni of Jirra/'ins as j>r< >nisrd in the tr/d/i to 
unstitvrmi (jUt ^t ton Xo.oittshrd Inj liaftn Xttltm Xafti Uotj at thr 
(titrtnni of thr ( 'oiinrtf hrld on thr fth Jntif^ VhlH, 
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Motion for the adjournment of the House. 

Sir A8UT08H CHAUDHURI: I :>-)*<) t i K .v. t.. mimn* a>. a 1 

.]<Mn liiMcii t of liit‘ ('oiiiMil t(»l tli(‘ <|| (|j'v( a inalh-i f>f 

nil jK»i laiii c. \i/.., hou a jomiimmho of l4*r« ii( «• wiili 

•*’"1 liaffli Ml tlu* toWfi of ( aliUlta •'in li !!’>• took placr of) tin- ITih 
Instant iiiav he ] >!«• \ oil t (‘<1 . I ha m* okt ahM-4l ‘^iH h jm'I rii i*'‘'ii tn . fail 

tt) what K\<«‘lh*in \ ha" "ai<l, I <1<» tail jnopO"f to mak<' aiiV 
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formal Mpooch on tlio niatt^-r. The whole matter has been fully dealt 
with }).\ Ills Kxeelleney betoie the (’ouiieil. (jovernmeiit nieaiis to 
maintaip i)eae(‘ and order, aod we are here to support Government va 
all its e!idea\om> to maintain jicace and ordei’. 1 have not the least 
doubt that Ills Fxcellencv will ha\e the HU])iHut of the House in all 
ste[)s which (io\ernment mav h‘^ntimat(dy take to prevent a disturb- 
ance ot ]H*ace and oidei 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT; Has anybod\ an\ fdijection to this 
motion liein^ dis< uss(‘dy 

No ohjection l)einj.»: taken, the J)e]>ut\ -Vie^ident fixed 5 o’clock for 
tin* discussion ol the imition. 


Government Bills. 

The Bengal Primary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1921. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: This is a matter which 1 liojie the 
(’ouncil will ha\e no* dithcult\ in jiassin^^ as a non-contro\(Msial 
measure. Tlu' Council will leimmiln'r that when tlu' Ih’iniarv iMlmalion 
ltd! was passed into law, th(‘ llmi^ml Villa; 4 -(‘ Self-Government Act, 
1919, was not on the Statute Hook For that re.ison the words ‘^oi the 
I'nion Hoaid ” was not included in tin* Act. d his short Act only 
intends the inclusion of Villafre Fnioii Hoanls m the Fi unary Education 
* Act. Si'ction 2 IS th(‘ only substantive s(‘etion. We ask that in 
si'ction 1 of the Hen^^al Frimai> Fdmation Att. llMIt, after* the wonls 
and li^ures " the Ihm^.d lan-al Selt-Gov ei ninent Aet, ISSo," th(‘ woids 
and fiijfut'es “ oi under stM-tion 5 of the Ihuij^al Vil!at?e Self-( iovernment 
Art. 1!MS.” lie added, and attei the wokK “ tlu‘ Fnion Committe(‘,’ ' 
the wonls “ or the Cnion Hoaid ”, be added. 

d’he Secretarx then lead th(‘ title of the Hill 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER moM'd that the Hill be taken into 

(‘onsiiUM'atioii 

d'he imdion was put and ap:reed to 

The Hon*ble Mr. P. C. MITTER moved tliat the Hill Ih‘ passed. 

The motion wa.s ]nit and arrived to. 


The Bengal Aerial Ropeways Bill, 1921. 

The Hon'ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 

Khan Bahadur: 1 betz to move that iMMimssum be ^iven to introdme the 
Aerial 11 o\h'wi\vi^ Hill, 1921. 

Tlie reasons for the introduction of this Hill are as follows. The 
pDVisions ot neither the Railvfavs Act nor the Tramway> Act apply 
♦o ropeways, and the only aet of the Indian Legislature which affords 
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(^overDm^it any kind of control over roi>ewa>s is the l.and Ac quisition 
Act, since, under that Acd, Government would have to decade that anv 
pr?5posed ropeway was necessary for a pul«ic puiiH>se hc toie th# pioM*- 
sums of the Act could he ai>phecl. Even as rc.^anU c^nstnu tmn thm 
would apiHmr to afford an inadequate dc^jrree of control, snue it is ,>,w- 
. sihh' that the promoters mi-lit ac cjuire land muu-s.sarN loi the pm pose 
oi a ropeway by private nepotiation, while, as woikin^^ the 

existiiiK leprislatioii affords no eontiol. In thc‘se cnvumstamv’s ,t 
appears that the time has airncul to fiame an Act on tin- lines of th^ 
eMstino Railway Act for the contiol of rcqM'ways At first si^dii it 
micjlit aiqiear that a ropewa\ is more akin tc» a tramu ly than a laih 
>\ay, and for tliis reason the jiroiHised Act mi^rht picferal)!' 

followcul the lin(‘s of the Tramwa\s Act, hut it is consuloiod lliat for 
the followin^r .reasons rgiH‘wa\ s are mote likc‘l\ to lescmihh' lailwavs 
in the purixi.se foi whic'h thc‘> will 1 k' c'onst ructcMl . and in.tlu* a. tual 
work wliicdi th('\ will have- to jHulorm luqH‘wa\s an* likel\ to Ik* 
constructcul primarilx for the* con\<‘\anc(‘ cd ^oods, the* caniaiLrf^of pas- 
sc‘n^<*rs, if undc*t takc'ii at all. heino suhsidnirv t« this ’me of hnsmesi^. 

1 lit*y will also as a ooiu'ial lulc* he* <-o!is| riut<*d with a \ lew te> connci - 
lino- towns, \ illa^^'es and othc*!’ c«*ntics of piodintion with railwa\ 
stations^or with centre's iiom whuh othe*i me*ans of tiaiispoit an- avail- 
alilc* RojH‘wa>s will not in onlinais eii ( miistam e*s he within the* 
limits of a sirifrh* Tnunicipalit\ 

In accordance with the* oii^nnal ele*e ision that the*n‘ should pre*feial>l\ 
he an All-Iidia Ae t fe>r the* ( ie)\ e*! nine*nt eontied of lojM'wavs a Hill 
Was diafted h\ the* Hai!wa> Hoani ; it iiu oi {ho atc‘s tlie* points wliuh tin- 
R.iilway Hoaid coiisideled n(*ce*ssal\ tee pnev ide* aele*tniate* ad nn n i st i a 1 1 \ i* 

< oiitrcel e»\e‘l the* wolkino of ro|H‘Wa\s 'I'he* pe»sition of the* (io\e*in- 
ine'iit of India in the* niatte*i of n>|M*wa\s has, howe‘\e*t. he-en nieedlfie**! 
h\ (ii<- Iff ■foillls Act, I riefei tlie* elivision rd futietJeMis. I e >| >♦* W a \ *e 
w hie h aie ncet of militai s inipeeitanee* he*e-ome* a pnivincial tiansfein*il 
suh|e*e t and ale not, t]ie*re*fon‘, suh|e< t tee tin- lUIlsdl* lie»n ed the* (To\e*rn- 
liie'iit eef Inelia. In conse(pi(*n( e* <ef the* alten*el silii.itioii, and iii view ed 
the* lecc^lit tiali.sfer tee loeal ( iov e*Mi me*n t s eef the* eemtiol of jo}H*wa\«e. 
the* ( rov (*i 11 meiit of India are* of eqeinion th.et the* ne** essui v h‘).'‘islat ion 
on the* subject shouhl now he unelejtake*n h\ tin* indivuluil hei al (ro\- 
c*inm(*nts inic*rc*ste*el In accordance* with tlu'se \ie*ws a ceejiv of the 
hill drafted hy the Uailwa\ Board was aske*d foi- and the jnstnutions 
nf the Railway Board re^ar(liijj,r modifications m ^he*ii elraft Bill we*ie 
ine-oiporated in the Ben*,^al Aerial RO}e<*wo\H Bill mew heften* the 
f ounei! . 

The* moticeii was ])ut and agre<*d Uv 

1 he Secretary then read the title of the* Itill 

The Bengal Children Bill. 

The Hofi’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I Ixg to ask the jeermission of 
the House to allow the motion that the Bengal Children Bill, 
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taken into coiisidfMation, be postiKmed till the January session. I aln 
sorry In Imve to ado]>t this course inasmuch as this measure lias been 
alieioly very imicli delayed.^ It was under consideration of the (lOveVii- 
menl foi tin* last 7 oi 8 \ears ami we thought that it wtis at last 
tim(‘, that It should be passed, but untortunatelv, w'e find, that a very 
lur|^(‘ nunilxo' oi amendment-^, as many as 198. have been put in. Of 
th(‘s<* about 22 (ti 21 whn h aie oi a substantial chaiacter reipiire the 
]»r(‘vious sanction oi the (io\einment of India iKdore^they can be taken 
intr) consid(*t at ion at all. I'his js b\ leason of sm tion 8(tA (o) of the 
( iovci iinicnl ol India Act which sa> s — 

'I'Im* local liCf^islat ui (' of an\ |»rovni(<* iiia\ not uitliout the* jir(>\ loiis saiKlioii ol 
the ( Jov (‘I rior-CicMcml . make oi take int(> <-onsi(lci ation aii\ law leizulatmo aii> (cii- 
tial hiit)|ccts oI,altefm^ ot i<-|K-alino: tla* provisions ol aii\ law wlinli li.tuno h<‘en 
made hcloii* the conmienct'rnent ol the (ioveinniont ot India .\(t, IfdU hy aii\ 
uiithoi’ity III Itntish India oiIho tlian tliat local lii'jzisia I ni c is deilaicd h\ lules 
under" this .Act to he a law whnh raniiot he lepruiled or alteii-d h\ th(“ lotal I.eois- 
latuie witlioiit previous shim tion . 

In S( heduic I of tlu* I)e\(dulion Uuh‘ wr* find that the (’(Mitral suh- 
jccls iiiclmh' all ciiminal law includin*^' rinimial ]>ro( ('duri'. and in 
Schcdtilc II W(> find that tin* Indian PtMial ('od(“ and tlu' Code' of ('iiniinal 
1*1 oci'iliii ai(' laws whnh cannot h(‘ alKuml in an\ wa\ witlnuil tlie 
jiK'v lous sam l ion ol th(‘ ( io\<m tinuMit ol India Thi'se aimMidimMlt s haN(‘ 
heiMi put in NtM’v lal(‘ and W(* had a ”M('at deal to do to liaAc tlnMii in 
omIim" am! to soe whith of th(‘s(‘ aimMidnuMits nujuiri'd lln' jrrevmus 
sanction (d the (loNCMnnuMit oi India, atnl whiih not \V(‘ ha\(‘ Ihwmi 
aide to thiiMioh tluMii now ami w(‘ find that about 22 ot’ 2 1 oi IIkmu 
i('(|tiii(* (hen samtion (If couisim oik^ course thal niioht ha\c litaMi 
ojHMi to iis was ((» i{dus(‘ to allow (hi‘s(‘ anuMidimMils to b(‘ uionimI on th(‘ 
o'lnuml that th(‘\ had not Ihmmi .siMit in turn' to tMiabl(‘ us to obtain tlu' 
samtion of the (loNtunimMit (d‘ India, but it stnki's us as possibh* that 
nian\ nuMnluMs iui^»"ht not ha\(‘ known that th(‘s(‘ anuMidimMits ri-(]Uin‘d 
tin' jU('\ious sanction of tin' ( io\ (‘iiiimMit (d' India and I thought that 
it Would not b(‘ ri^ht to shut them out Irom discussion ('sjh'i lallv as 
somi' of thi'in nnuht ha\(‘ the (*tV(*ct ol nupro\inn- tin* Bill It is to la* 
ted that the Bill, aft«M it has beiMi passed b\ the S('lect (’oni- 
nutt('(' and altt'i the leport has be(Mi so lon^»’ bc'ioie th(‘ jmblic, should 
ha\t' to be postponed aj^rain Tlu‘ Bill has eliciti'd (’onsid(M’abh‘ 
intert'st and if I am not mistak(Mi, the ]>iiblic aie anxious that it 
should be takr’ii into consnl(Mation as imiIa as |H>ssible and be jxissed 
into law. lIowe\tM‘, jfs matters stand 1 haA(' to ask that tin' motion may 
stand oNt'i" till tin' next sitting: oi tin* (’ouncil so that wn* mav h(*ar iiom 
tlu' ( io\ ernnn'iit of India in turn' as to which ot tln'se amendments 
would Ih‘ samiioned by them. 

The DEPUTY.PRE8IDENT: I a k tin ]Kimi ssnm of the (’riumil 
thal this Bdl ma\ stand oNt'i a^id in rh»iii^ stj 1 want to sa\ a tr'W woids. 
'riit* ( io \ (‘1 nnu'iit themscUes have in m\ opinion ii}^htly asked for the 
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imstiwnemeiit of the ('oiisidendion ot tliw Rill to Miit tho ooinonu-iuo 
of the tnonihoif. of this roum il as the ih-om.sioiis oi sortion .S|)A (.0 ol 
tll^- GovtMiiiiiciit of lii.lla Act do not apiH^r to !>,. tull\ mulcis^ood l.\ 
the incmhei's. 1 ho ropoil ol tho Sohs t ('omiuittoi- on this Rill «as 
|ihuo<l in tho hands of tlio inonihois on Anttusl 29lh. I'of nioio than 
two months altor that, no motion toi anumiimont was sent to tin* 

1 t iv(* Dejiartnu'iit . 

MTi D« Cl CI'K)SE: May 1 to a jxntil (if oidfi ' K it njuMi t<* 

tlu‘ (’hair 1o ^»-ivo (‘xprc'^suni to an oimihoti d tlu' atljiannnuoi I 

that lias h«H*Ti iiraycd fold'' 

THg D E P UT Y-P R ES I D E NT ! I liat is a oiitKism (d f hr (hall aioi 

not a |K>in1 of order. 

It is not ne^aidino- tjie adjoin nnu'iit hut alnait tin* ])itn('dinr ulii.ti 
will hav(‘ to lu‘ followed h\ tin* M(*inht*i^ <d this ('(»uiHi! w i;h iflrifinr 
to tln‘ sendiii;^’ in (d anieinlinen t s. I would ask tin* M«‘niheis to takf* 
due st(‘]is in liitnit* in tin* caso (d an\ ann‘ndnn*nts w hn h nia\^ n*t] ii n (*<• 
tin* ])l(‘\loUs sanction ol the (io\einnn*nt of I^dia to srinl in notnt* 

<d tin* aiin'inlnient in time to oot tin* jH(*\ nni-- samtion td tin* (toxein- 
nic’it ot Iiidi.i ('Td(*s'> 'sin h |Mt“\ion's ^sanction is ohtainctl. tin* anicmh 

nn*n( 1 ^ out ot oidoi and < aniiot 1 h* nio\<*d in tin* ('onmil it i- 

nnr(*a'a>nahh‘ to ask tin* ( io\ «‘i nor -( fnin*ral , who has in d,.al with tin* 

h'Lt’islat loll (d nian\ l*io\nn(*s. to tak<* np and cNaniim* and s.nKlion a 
lai^je nnnihci ot .1 nn'mlnicnt s without linn* toi piopoi s.tMitin\ W’ln-ii 

nn*nil)(*is l l^'inx*! \ rs have had aniph* time to j»ut tln*m iii in linn l(n 

'* \a III 1 nat loll and have tailed to do so. tin* (’hail will have m. option 
hut to disallow sin li ann‘ndnn*nls Ix'toie saiatmii m <d»tanied to lin n 
hellio moved 


Motion for the adjournment of the House. 

The ** Hartal ” of the 17th November in Calcutta. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: It m m »w t 1 lin* to take ii j i S 1 1 

Asiitosh ('haudhini’s motion “ that the ffoiis** ihi imw .idjoiiin 

d'he matter tor dis( ussnui is as toi low s ; Ilow the n*. m rmt •• of iinn - 
teioiii (* with husinesN and trafhe ni the town fd ('.il« ntfa sik ), .i,^ n^dv 
J»kn e on the 17 th nistalif niav h«‘ jueveined 

Sir ASUTOSH CHAUDHURI l I nio\<* th.n tin* Ilonsf df» tinw 
nd pfurn. 

I hav<* alreadv sard that after llm hi \( ellern \ s}M*e< h to-da\. tln n* 
Is nothrno' more for nn* to .sa\ on the subject, ('ahntta was ar»\ions to 
hiiow what wuEs ^»*oin^r to he done. TidawfiiJ inter ter (‘in <* with hiisn.css 
'imj tiaffii cannot 1m* }»e)mitt(*d din* ( hfv er ninent have taken stef»s, aiid 
the (iovernoi h.is ask(‘d that lit* should have tlie supfioit of the House 
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willi to tlie artioii whicli ilio (Tovernnient inieiul taking or has 

tak(Mi <() s(*p that jw^ace and order are not disturbed. So far as that 
is eoncerned, tlie House is 'here to suj)j)ort the (xovernnieut to maTn- 
taiii |H‘a( e and ordei . 1 have not the. least doubt that Ills Kxcelleney 

will hav(‘ the supi>ort of ever_\ one here with regard to all legitimate 
iiH'lhods adopted for jireseiving jxuH-e and order and for safeguarding 
th(* liberty and ])rivileg(‘s of the subject. Aftei His Excellency’s 
s[H‘(‘(di it is unn<‘< (‘ssar\ to pio( <‘(*d with m\ motion^ and I intend to 
wilhdiaw it. I undcu'stand, hc»wev(‘r, that some members intend to 
sjH‘ak on tin* snbject and after th(‘\ have* done so. I shall withdiaw the 
motion. 

Mauivi MAHAMMAD MADA8SUR HUSSAIN: I use to a ])oint of 

oidcM. Jf the member has (h‘eid(‘d to withdraw tlie motion othei 
memlMO's should not be* allowml to sjwak. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: The diseussion ma\ be takem up b\ 
othei lUiMiibers and tin* motion eannot be wilh.diaun except by l(*ave of 
the Houscc 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: 'I'he thing that Ini'^ c tini' u]> before 
Ini'' come up all cm a sudilcm and ue ha\(‘ not had the ojijxn ti|nit\‘ of 
going tliiough all the dc'taiU in onhu to arn\t‘ at a jiioixu conclu- 
sion and in ordei to find out to what extent we should lend our >up]Mnt. 
to (lONc'inment While wo km^w that thcu'c was la w b‘^sn(‘ss, fiom the 
|)a|H‘is we undeistand that th(*i(‘ wa^ lawlessin^ss on both sidi's Hut 
if we aie to ^i\«‘ unbiidled authont> to jkosous, it is (piite lik(d\ that 
that authoiitx ina\ lx* at tim(‘s abuscnl to the (huninent id jmhlic intcuc'st 
anil salet\ of tlu‘ juiblic and a^ sin h 1 should think that instead of dis- 
cussing it in hot haste*. wc> should ha\e it ]M)stpom‘d loi a i!a> oi oidei 
to find out the* Ix'st lim* we should all take* in this inatie*! 'Ad* know 
that dithcultic's ha\e* aiiscn out ed \aiious causes and the'ie* is not one* 
he*ie* who would not like* that theese* cause's should be* lemove'd That 
se'e'ins to me the* tirst ste*]> whicli the (ioveinme‘nt ought to take in this 
matte*! and jifte*r that if lhe*ie we*ie to be* law le*ssne‘ss. oi an\thin‘»- ol 
the* soit, tlie whole* countiw will be at the* back ol the* ( io\ ernnu'nt . 
So. I should think that the* le*aine*d ino\e*r should gi\e Us soine o{)JM)I- 
tunil_\ of considt*nng the* matte*i anel it wouhl lx* be‘tle*r if he* would 
agie*e* to the |X)st jxme'ment ed the* motion till to-nieurow. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: It is a mutter of urgent public im|M»rt- 
unce aiul 1 ele> not think I can ]x>stjHme‘ it l/eave* was ufianteel onlv 
this afti'inoon because members we*ie* anxious to discuss it this eM*ning. 

Mr. R. M. WATSON-SM YTH : I do not piopose to take* up the time 
of the (’ouiicil at any length in snj»{H>rting tins motion. My obje*ct s 
merely to as.sociate m\s(df, and those whom I represent, with the* 
Government of this Hre.sidency in their efforts to restore buv and onler 
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11, -this €ity, and to protect whose ivi^onal ld>ert\ of aetion ,s 

ilireatened by illeo*al organizations. I welcome this motion as an 
,,pj»>rtunity for loyal subjects to declare tkut MUitiments 

It is not necessary for me evey to touch on the lnst<uN of tl^ last 
months, and the rise to i>ouei of the Non-co-o]viaUon ami Khtla- 
iat or^^aiiizations, culminatinf>: in what ma> be called tlic' deh.o Ic ol 
Thursday last. Let it suffice to say that, we haxe all watched n w,ii, 
ap’prehension, that , we were lulled into M‘cunt\ b> tin* assuiancc. that 
the hi^rber authorities had tlie mattei wcdl in haml. and tliat w,> aic all 
bitterly ashamed of what hai)jHMU‘d wIumi the crisis laim* Nothin;^ in 
the history of Calcutta for nian> \c‘ais has stmed )M)}uiIa, leading to liic 
extent whuh Thuisda\’s harhil stiiicd it Public o]>ini<»g demands 
that iiothin^^ should be left undone and untiicMl i,, root on; these lilecr.J 
o) panizatioTis. ^nd to ri'stprc' the* ( J o\ c*i nmc‘nt of this (’it\ to the* hands 
of those* who an* i (‘con n iz(‘d b\ Law* 

'fhe obj<*ct oi this motion, as I st‘c‘ it. m not to ciiti. i/,c‘ It m no 
Use trying to apportion blaitu* ioi what has bc*en done*. oi leh ^mloiie 
Ml (he jiast, tind whic h has* i(‘sultc‘d ni the* )u<*s(*nt ^state ,d thin^’-^ \\ e 
< aiinot howe\e! fail to be* filled with a nnxtuie ,»f two emotions imii^r. 
Tiadon and pi(\ Indinuation at a poll, \. which initiated thotisaiids 
oi miles^iioni the cc-ntic* ,d tin* tnmldc*. lias , ause,l tin* piesenl .iiso 

to he' possilile, tiiid {nt\ toi the* victims ot that j>oli«\. espr»iall\ the 

Pcdl, (* who all' sent out unailuc'd .ind unsuj>|HMied lo late a liowlin|,^ 
mob, to lx* mutilalc'd b\ biickbats and bc'att'ii to death h\ ,tp,*nl\ avowed 
M*v olutionist'^ in alliance with the* s, um cd (he* ( ab utta slunis 

I said “ opeiiK avowc'd i c'V cdut lonisis and that, Sii . is tin* eni\ 

ol the' whole position < hi the d.i\ attc*i ’Ilons,ia\’s hnrUil, om* ,,1 the- 
he- t known of tbc' c'X ti<*iiiist pajceis wiotc* with satisj.otion tli.it even it 
^ io\ el iiineiit leluse to ic'alizc* it. it w.cs j».itc‘iit t,, all that ’lhnis,la\'s 
lintdl w a^ levolution In this w c* .dl thoioue-hiv lieviduhon 

w.is indec'd writ lai^c* ovc'i all dhujsd.iv’s p, o, ee,li ii e s Kevolutioii i- 
what thc'se tilings mc'aii , and as ic'voiution thc‘v must h,- de.ilt with 
I Ol months, a\c* for veai's past, tin* piibli, imve* Im-ci, ,ue*ed to Im* 
jMtient, anc] ie((*nl]\ even in tin* }ii>.rhesi <|u.iileis we h.,\e been tedd ihet 
the ie\ olutionarv iiiov emc'nt m dvin^^’- out. .nid we .ne invited to wii 
ij,-vs the fruits of this jkcIic v cd jratic'ioc* t hi Iliuisdav iasi we ,] •! 

ndec'd taste thc*se fruits, aiicl we want iio moic* of it din- slops wlinii 
^ ic»v ei nnic'iit projHcse to take, and whuli iiavc* fH*c*n so -tion^dv oui- 
biic'd h\ Urn KxcellcMicN . arc* onlv lliose whnh tiic* m*<e'n-n.,iv to jtnt 
down these or^'-anizatioiis. If tlic*\ aic* met pul d,,wn. the leal (ioveiio 
Jcesii of this counti\ will ino'.^t as*,uiedl\ < lian^e’c* hamls as it cinl fern- 
I‘»'i.iiil\ last Thursdav , and thm I a*^''islat i \ c* Coum il itsc*if wdl be, ,,mc* 

M farce* It m barcllv necM'ssarv tc» c*inpha.sise tlial all Icival and law- 
■‘bnliti^r subjects will support the ( io\(‘rniuc*rit in c*\c!\ action tliev see 
bt to take to britif: this c'mi about, and if «ui sc-rviees arc* recpnic d. ami 
this I tec‘l epiile eoiifidcuit that I am s|K*akin^^ both for Indians and 
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Kiiropoatis, T say, if our service*^ are inquired, we will iiiiliesitatingly 
aud unconditionally place them at 1 Ii‘n Excellency’s dis])osai’ 

Mr. H. A. STARK: I think we aJl a^'-ree that we are fac(‘<l thi-> eteii- 
in{4 with a difficult \ wliicli cannot he <<aid to have been sprung iij^on Us. 
'^riu' troulilc lias hc(*n in our midst foi sometime, and I caimot conccivi^ 
ol anyhiuly wlio has not had his fli(.u<j[ht com{Kdh‘d to consider what 
st(‘ps ma> he taken to combat the c\il. Nothin^*- much I think is 
i(M|uired ol this (’ouncil e\c('pt to (‘ndois(‘ wliat His Excellency the 
(iovturior said licie, and to assun* th(‘ ( rovcMinmuit of oui‘ (‘ntir(‘, wh(d(‘- 
hcait<Mi and encr^rctic support in any action that they minlp take to 
m<M‘t the position whuli has Ikmmi 1oic(m 1 ujion them. One (a'liiot ludp 
I'ccalli n/.!- ar exjiri'ssion. lather an apothegm of Milton — “ When (w il 
men unite, jjood men must comhine.” This m what we aie calhsl 
upon to do. As law-ahidiii'i < itiziuis and time, W(* feid it oui dut\ to 
suppoi't th(‘ mc'asures whnh aie alxuP to h(‘ taken to supi>iess th(‘ 
anan h\ that is rampant amon^ us SjH'akine- on hehall ol the com- 
munity’ to whnh I helon^, I am eljid to h<‘ ahh' to assuu' the (lo\cim 
ment, that the\ will > tand h\ (loveinimuit to a man. Indeed that theie 
aie a \eiy laiea- numhei ot iK*o|)le in this Pioniikc almost the whole 
ol lieii^^al — who ai«' read\ to iane-(* themsel\(‘s on the suh* oi (io\eiii- 
iiKMit in an\ m(*asuies that mie-lit he taken, d’he sei vices of ni\ com- 
miiiiilN aic at tiie disposal ol 0o\ ei nnuMit . 

Dr. HASSAN 8UHRAWARDY: In this nisis 1 had it is the dutx 

ol this ('ouncil ami ol e\ei\ law-ahidin^’ citi/.i'ii to sujipoit the (ionimii- 
numt 111 all its le;.;itimate (dVoits in maintainin|.f law and onlci l.i't 
the unanimous \oim‘ •40 loith irom this (’ouncil which will leaidi iil’IiI 
into the heait of the countix in the woids ol |hs ExcelleiK \ hM no 
one sH on the tmice an\ loiie-tM Let us Impe that a definiti' and ]H‘ai (>- 
lul steji will 1 h‘ takt'ii and tin* (io\einimMit in its tuin will^no loi'ttei 
sit on the Icrici' The picstuit (iKunistamcs ha\e lesuhed in making 
the jiositioii ot the law -ahidin^’ juipulation one (d d(dicac\ and ditliculty 
The e\il I an. il no check is put ujxui it now, and will, eiow to teailul 
ju o|)oi I lolls Tilt* I’eisiaii jUK't sa\s |hei(‘ the spt-ikcu ijUoted tioni a 
l’<*i Sian hook (d jKHMUs |. 'I'hat is to sa\ . it means that a small jilant whn li 
has takcMi loot just now can he juiUcmI out with (msc ; hut it it is 
allowc'd to ^^low loi som(‘ time, it will itajuiie tin* slien^th (d‘ an ede- 
]>hant to dislode-t' it liom tin' sod A small stem which takes its roots 
into the dust to-da_\ will lu'come iiiesmtihle with ]x)teiit lal it les of ^aji- 
]un ;4 tilt' ioundation ;>t an empire it allowc'd to ;j:row on. 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: As a repiest 'iitativt' of the 
town <d Howrah where veiy reiently a not took place. I h‘«d it my dul\ 
to .say a tew words;. 1 .sent notice ot a motion tor adjournment, liut 
as the matter is suit judicr my motion was not admitt(*d. 

All these incidents liave "iieen takinjr jdaiv since a lony^ lime, hut 
it is the |»atience ot (to\ eminent width is ies|>onsihh‘ tor all the.se 



I 


( ALCFTTA “ IIAKTAL. ’ 


^7 


at last ru]ininato<l into a riot. It on tin* 17th Novoin- 
)k‘I when tlie ^neat leader expivssed hi- ie^r,vt tliat the li,)vei nnn*nt 
he^faii to take aetion. I think it is tlie dfitx of eNeiv ..A^uhu^r 

jKO-son-rnery one of u— to a-nn. the (^o^e,n,nent td on, -ineeie help 
in restoMiio- law and order on le^ntiniate ^Mounds. }>ut l>e\on.! tin- ih.-t,> 
1 - one tliincr whicli tin' (itoeininent ina\ he pleas(‘d to e..ii-tdei. 'I'he 
root can.-e of all this is the (>* onoinie di-tie— tii tht' ciMintM 'I'lie 
eo‘iintr\ consists ol^ a lai ^-i' nuniln'i of middle da— men. and iln-o' i- a 
neneial dissatislaf tion amono- them on account ot ihis ('(.Miomn du- 
tu'ss. lleioie this (‘coiiomic condition ( ame int.» Ik'Hi^--. tln'-c |H'oplc 
were' ah\a\s on the side' of ( J o\ ei nmeti t . hut toi mmih' km-ou oi olhci 
they came to hold th('ms(d\e- aloof dlu'v \veie al-ct afngd that thc\ 
mi^'-ht not ^et ,-uffit lent help fiom (loxnnimmt c'\cn if the\ uantci! 
to to-o]K‘iat<' \\^tli t nt\ »'i nmc'iit in tin- a( t of le-foiiiii: ])ea» i- and oidci 


Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: Theu- i- m. deiiMn^r tM- f.,, t that 

a -cilou- -iliiation ha- -ptuno up It ua- iml\ tin' ofhci da\ that w c 
\\ 1 1 ne--cd the -] h'< t a c le oj the \\ In de c 1 1 \ of t '.i h u 1 1 a i n 1 1 in ) da ln-d a i a 1 
its jM'ac ('f 111 ( 1 1 izeii- - most law -ahnl i n;r < 1 1 i/c'iis . dAi ( i hi \ pi c\ cn t cd f i om 
ailendina' to tlu'ii dut\ Let the (he oinnn-nl of Hcii^mI know that in 
all mea-UK's that it tnitilit lake it will li.isc the w liolcdn-a i ted -\nipalh\ 
(d tin' (Umin il Hut at tile -am*' time I \cnluic to think that tho. n,. 
Ilient will (Oli-ldci tin' fcC-linos nf the J>e<>ph' cd the .ountiv hrtoic 
dc'c idino on aiiv final nn-.i-uic- to c'ase the* situatnm Lc-t md the nn-a- 
-'nc' hc' onc' of 1 c'pi e-sioti , all culn'i kind- of p!o)>a^anda w dl ln»\c- the 
w In dc'-hea 1 toll -\ni]ialh\ <d this (’ouinil 

With thc' s(* wcMcl- 1 hc'o to -ujipoit thc' ad loui iiiin'iit 


Kumar SHIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY; \Vc an : la tc f 1 t So 

\sUtosh foi .(fVoidino Us an ojtpoi t uii 1 1 \ to <li-( u-- tin- j>i>lii \ id the 
( h »\ ci nnn^i 1 in this maltc'i It o-ocs without -avin^'- tliat c-verv one- 

who is foj ]M*ac c' and cudei would sU|»jM»it the ( io\ c-i nnn-nt in all 

that Is ie(|imed of them to supjuc-s- di-onh-i .Oid Miiin* Hut. Su, at 

tin' same time, as a natiouali-t. and as a n-ju «-snntat n of the jn-oplc 

ill this (’cnincil, I mu-t sa\ that nothin^*- shcmld Im- dole in a pane 

Notlnno .should he done which wendd unduK inteilc-n- with oui iiyht 
Us a ( itizc'ii of a c ivilizc-d countiv In oui dc-sirc to suppn*-- di-,(iider 
-end (lime we -hould hc' \ei\ (iiM'ful that we <ht not lauinh in an cia 
of clouhle-('do-ed i(*jU(*ssion Let not the' -o-c.dh-ri “ (ioemda Hai he 

loplaced h\ a terrible “ (rurivha Hai.” Sir. I do hoj>e that in all that 
t'" dune in this connection the* ( J(»\ ei iimcnt -houhi not ord\ consult its 
‘dficials but also the i’ep>i esentat i ve mm-cdfic iaU e\ en if the\ nn^'ht Indcl 
extieum* jMilitKal view.s. 


Mr. H, BARTON: Mv colh-a^^ie. Mi. Staik, has aliead\ ^/i\cn < \pi» -- 
"ion to hi- views and T heartih sup|H>rt all that he has ..aid Uitlaait 
desiring to viiidiilv take uj* tin* time of the (V)unril, it Js endv nc-ce..- 
sarv to say that His Excelh^ncy the Governor has placed the whole 
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(jiipslinf) ]»pfoic* u.s .so clearly ihat no words of ours could add any 
^»Teatcr force to what Ill's Excellency has already told us. We have to 
face tjie facts; as th<‘y aree The.se facts are that attempts are hewing 
made })y certain jieople to defy the (iovernment of this province. We, 
a.s memheis (►f this (Vuincil, forming a part of the Government, dare not 
allow it to go any further. Sj^niking for my own community T wish 
to Ha\ that th(‘ tfo\ernment can always rely u})on our ranging ourselves 
on the side of law and good order and anything that Govern- 
nnmt nia> ,s(‘e fit to re(|uire (d’ us 1 am ])repared to ,sav that my com- 
munit\ is iead\ to Tespon<l to an\ call that Goveinment might make 
(01 it Of conise tlnne wilt lx* otlnu \ lews hefoie the (%)uncil hnt this 
IS not tlu' tiin(‘ to consider anything outside the position as it i‘e*ally is 
lo-da\ . hut v\heih(*i oi not drastic mejisuies are n(‘c(*ssary to juit a sto]> 
to it h(“foie it goes an> furthei No ni(‘asui(‘ at this juncture can he 
i(insid(Med^ too diastic in oichu to hring hack normal conditions, T 
should like to sa\ something about th(‘ ummviahle ]yosition in wlinli 
Me find tlu* |Kdice foice In tin-- i(‘spcct, I think tin' tinii* has conn* 
A hen ll n* polic(* should lx* giv(*n a fn*e hand. Tin* ix>lice force sliould 
lx* jiKdected, against being made taig(‘ts of. assaulted and tieatf'd in 
tin* mannei in mIiicIi the\ ha\(‘ h(‘(*n, and it is time for the (’ouncil 

to considci wln'lhei oi not tin* ]xdic(* foici* should he given a free hand 

as the oiil\ iiK'ans of M‘cuiing ]x‘ac(‘ foi this city. I su]»port tin* 

\ieMs e\pi(*s,s(‘d by tin* pi(‘\ious sjx‘ak(*rs in ri'gard to an\ nn*asures 
that ma\ lx* found in*c(*ssar\ to gi\e efft'ct to the m ishes of TTis Excel- 
h'nc\ the Go\('rnoi 

Mr. HUSEYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY; GiAcrnment will 

ha\c to decnh* hefoK* long what poIic\ to adoj>t at tin* present jinn*- 
liiK* d'heK* ale tuo coui.s(*s ojx*n : reiving u|x>n its might, secure iti 
the fact ol its ommpoteinx* and \a,st oiganisation . it ma\ adopt toward.s 
the )H*o|)le a polic\ of ]‘(‘pH*ssion . oi it ma\ aj>pioach fne Mdnde 

(piestioii 111 a s\mpathetic manin*] an\iou> to allay tin* fe\(‘r of unrest 
and discoii t(*n ( hetoie it finally it'^oit" to vioh'iit measUies. L(*t not 
GoM'inment ^it nil** and allow eM*nts to takt* tin'll courst* and then on 
tin' plea of lui'soi \ mg peace* and onh'i le'sort to vndenc(' and demons- 
trut(' to an (*\as|H*i'ated and humiliated hodv of )x*o]di* their weakne.s.s 
and their In'lph'.s^ne-Hs To oui mind tin* priniar\ duty of Government 

i.*" not so much to pit*scMe‘ oid(*r :v*> to create conditions so that the 

j>t*oph‘ do not fei'l mclnn'd to agitate oi e\pie*ss their views in a violent 
iTiaiiin*! Tin* menilxu r<*pie''e*nliiig tin* (’hanilx*r of Gommerce i.s not 

av'aie of tin* fact that this agitatitm is not confined merely to the 

s( um of Galciitta hut is flung fai and wide and effects millions of our 
count! Min'ii, millions of our hrotheis and sisters. ]lut matteis no 
dimht have gone too tai . and the h‘gitiimite measures of the Govern- 
ment to suppress law les.siiess and disorder Inne always had and must 
always have cnir hearty supjxVrt On the other hand, we require cer- 
tftin pledges frou) the Go^e^lment before we accord our support to 
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file measures. Government must sttxjp to iinderstamt the {x*ople. ^ 
and then ‘#nly will the j)eoph‘ re'^iKuni to tht‘ measures (to\ernment 
iiUi^t not suppress lepitiinnte or^anisat lon'^^ :nid le^itimatt' a\ tomes of 
expressing the a^ntated feelings t>{ tltt‘ ]>t‘ople. ami tht'v mu'.t not 
lesort to too much violeiitto It* is t‘as\ <Mioii{,»-h to arm tin* |H>lict‘: it 
i.s easy enouf^h to take awa\ tht‘ li\t‘s ot tin* unaimetl ]H‘ople . hut w t* 
have found to oui hittto (‘\]>eiieme that the polo e th» not know httw 

to. use aims and when to nst* aims \Vr aie appalhsl at tlu' s.MMemes 

^t■hieh have hetoi {kisstMl uptui the Mori-co-op*Mator,s . wo lia\e htum 

ftj)}>alled at the tieatimmt im‘tt‘d out tt* the luditnal prisonois. wo an* 

a}>palled at tlie wa> that th<‘ jxiliet* lia\t' luushetl and sliot the unaiim'd 

atid helpl(‘ss iikism^s. (hi tin- t»thei hamh iht* jM*opl,'- tjie non-oo- 
o]MO‘atino- section ot (ht* |K*o]>le did not tiii)no .V^.iin I sa\ that iii spite 
of the attem]>ts oi tlic* pctlo e on the lith ot tins inonth to provoko 
the |»o]mla<*e t?) tur\ — till* lesulls ,»! w ln« h i! it iiad o»< uMed. ( an 
lietter h<‘ ima^ilKMl than d(‘s<Tihed- the peoph* H'liianied (piiet Do 
not, T sav, (‘\(it(* the jK'oph* and then lUsh on lliein with \inii arni- 

oured cais, ha.MUiets, \oiu ma< him‘-;/nns and soldieis. .nnl lr\ ft* all.tv 
the fui\\ which >ou \oin‘'<*lt haN<‘ arotisod Do not rcln''C to ^nxc 1'> 
India what is hei liy-iit 'hla* «|Ucstion ot Klnlafat for whnii the 
Muha in Ilia dans 


The IjEPUTY-PRESIOENT: 1 <.iil the memhoi to ordei. 'I'he 

for ,llM„.sio., I. to ll... I os to l,o« tl„. or,, ol 

lolorfeioiK'C oith tlio loisiooss on.l tiollo lo tl.r too', ol fall ott.i s,„ I, 
as took plaos OT, tlio 17tl, ol tins no.otl, o,a\ ko pi.-rroOMl 'llial .s 

tl,o matter kefoie the House ot the Klolalat is not 

Ix'foie ns 


Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEE0 8UHRAWARDY: I laor to s„l,oi,t il,at 

okat I kv ^k.leil strikes at tin- ,oo, ol ,t Tke Ikne, ament limits 

oiontrs, an.l I ask tke lioienimeal to i.rkt all , loners oknk kaie 

Iiijtiateil tile piesi'iit impa-se so llial tkev iiiirrlil ke pie\eiil< i on. i an 

1,.., ,1„. tiioe.nment ol Itenrral lepies.-nt to tk- 

of India, and let lliat (ioreinnieiil lepi.-senl to tke lloiin ( i,o ei nim nt 

Jij K norland 

Mr. F. A. LARMOUR: llnlei. oiiko . ikat lannot ke .lisi iissrd 
The DEPUTY.PRE8IDENT: Tk.,t .s not tke .piesnon kef„.e tli- 


House. 

Mr. HU8EYH 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: 1 « .s 

inp a remedr for preveiitinp ik evils and 1 

IS with referenee to wkal i' to Ih’ done to si i iin 


titi‘iel\ sii^^j^ent- 
tlu- Te-snlutnm 
end 


The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Hut tke mailer la-fore 
tke prevention of the reeunenee ol inp;rferenee will 
traffic in the town of Calcutta 


the HfiUsr IH 
husincHf* and 
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Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED SUHRAWARDY: l>et the CulipL mle 
once nioic in Constantinople '' 

I 

$ 

The Hoit’ble Sir HENRY WHEEIER: T iis(‘ to a iioint of oi(k*i. 

Mr. HUSEYN SHAHEED SUHRAWARDY: I liow to the Diputv- 
I'n'sidciit ’h PcilinjKs tho ( i(>vc*rimioiit ai- not awai’e ol th(‘ -fitct 

llial it is tlicii duty to lioal ili(‘ dosjM iat(‘ lV(din|.rs ofMlu* ]ioo|)l(‘ of lion- 
^»'al wliitli this inovcnHMit lias oaiisfal, and it ( jo\ ornniont ciin root out 
this jiirsrnl disrontcnt. tlu*y will haM‘ tiio otoiiial gratitude 0^ the 
jiaity ol co-ojH'iatoiH. • 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: Tin (HH‘stipn before the 
lloiisi', to/iiy mind, iais<‘s a <|U(‘.sli()n cd jkiIk n which is not only ai>}>lic- 
ahle to the metiopidis but also to tin* niufassal under similar 
cl rcunii't ;i nces. l'hou#j[h I ( onn* fiom distant disti ict, I am (‘(pially 
and vitall,\ int(‘iestel in tin* pioiM*i sidutioii (d the (juestion that has 
b(-eii laist'd. To u\\ mind. inst(‘ad of doin^- certain j>ateh work in tin* 
shape <d icpi(‘ssi\c nn'.tsuies, whnli p(*ih.ips uinlei‘lit\s the idea of 
st reni^'t hen 1 n^** tin* hands (d (lONeiiiment for tin* purjxise of prev(‘Tit- 
in^r tin* i(*cum‘nct‘ (d thin^r*^ laised m this motion, we ou^'-ht to ^o a 
lilth* de<*j>ei. Why don't wi* discuss tin* root cause of this Juirfal'f 
What Is it that Inis led an important section, a powt*ifu] section (d' the 
people, to loid it o\ei, and, at aii\ late in the hcait of the nietrojiolis, 
to do thin^»’s which an* not palatabh* to tin* la w -a hi din p;* citizens ^ Wh_\ 
do not \ on find out tin* ](*med\ r" It \ on (an dia^^nosc tin* caus(*s, 
c(‘itainl\ tin'll* would be a ?‘(‘med\ foi tin om iui^ : vou will bt* able to 
know what should be the ^uidinp: policy in the mattei. 1 havi* 
had expel ii'ini* (d this smt id' thmp" foi a piett\ lonp time. In (’hitta- 
p*onp'. Aro /n/s an* vei \ lommon and ai'*alwavs j)('tt\. Peisonally, 1 liaM* 
hei'ii suhjecti'd to man\ inconveniences theie, but at the .same time T have 
found out that insti'ad id ieall\ ti vin^ to oppose these thinprs. if >ou some- 
times allow the excesses ot a certain ])arty to «^o on, these veiv excess(*s 
I heni''i'lM's will e'•tlan•.:•e the leelinj^N of the saner seition (d the ])eo})l(‘. 
With the advice ol a certain political leadei , at whose feet 1 leaiiit many 
thinp-^. I succeeded in prathenne- lound and ralh inp^ ]ierhap.s the strongest 
section Ml m\ di'-trnt At the same time it legretable — 1 will not 
mention an\ paitnulai e\cnt--that sometimes some indiscretion on the 
pait (d the authoiitics the w hoh* thiiiir gets deninged. Therefore the 
policN whiili ought to guide (ioAeiimiont in these circumstances 
should Ik* carefulU discus.sed and devised. It is not the r(*pressi\c* 
measures that will do. neither w'ill too much patience on the part of 
(ioNerninent do. Instead of adopting reju'essive measures — measures 
which may he found to he hard on the iH'ojde — we, as lepresentatives 
of llie jH'ople in this (oiincil — whether Nationalists like the Kumar 
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Bahadur or otherwise — we, who want to en-operate witji Goveinment, 
should fintl out which is the ]>cst way to cojH' with the situation and 
remove the real cause of discontent and irnt.-ftion of the people. • 


Babu NIRODE BEHARY MULLICK: The situation has Wen 
closely ’Analysed by several six'akers and T do not think that an> w»>rds 
of mine are necessary to pive a fuller account of it. T have a feel- 
inpr in my mind tj^at tlie ]xdicy ushered by Lord Chelmsford is 
not a sufficient or an equitable poli('v The present Tn«>vernent of non- 
(*o-opBration is fast petting beyond the limits of non-vndc’rnM* idthou^h 
tho. leaders pretended that it was not. It is apparent as Mr (landhi 
himself admits that it is becoming more and more vicdcrU 1 there- 
fore congratulate the (jovernment on its readiness to .take action — 
although at toq,late an hour — to hriiig the situation in hand, h'reedoin 
of speech and liberty of the individual are tin* precious hei^tages of 
every individual associated with the self-governing countru’s 1 vould 
simply ask the non-co-operators: ” Hoes their movement guarantee all 
theseP’^'^ If it does not, T do not .see wh\ I .should lx* called u|M)n to 
part with these pre( ions rights. 


Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: At the very outset, 
T must rapnti.m that T (lisaf;i<'o with mv fiu-nd, Mr. Sulirawanly, 
when he said tliat (lu- lirimar\ tuisitii-ss of the Slate is not to Vee)> 
peaee and order and 1 also disagree with Mr Harloi, when he said 
that no nio^sure <an he tis, draslie to pul a slop to the present 
condition of things Extremism on both sides must U- avoided. Tfi» 
Kxcellency tlie Chnernor lias called upon the meinhers of this Council 
to induee' their eonstaldes to stand apainst lawlessness. So far as titv 
eonstiluenrv is eoiieerned it ttiiisl have Is-eii plain to every hodi that 
the pload«»s. teaehers and other prad, tales of the province the pleat 
inajoritv of them did not take anv part in the events of the ITth of 
lliis month. The eduoated eoinmttnilv of this country is surely tor 
tH-ace and order. Their ediiealion howevr <asts a respotiHihiltly iiism 
them, and that re.sponsihilitv is that the, should exert then influence 
to protect their less informed .ountrvmen from hemp oppressed an.l 
hardly dealt with. They are prieyed to find that their 
shotJby hundreds hr hullels. They are eip.ally prieve. to 6n.l llial the 
puardians of peace are battered to death. This state of thinps has Is ■ 
liroiipht abwrt by many circumstances, I do not for one moment apr. 
with my M^ml. Mr. Siihrawardv . that Khilafa. is ,lc . ry f- ^ 

least, mirt have we to do with the Caliph a* Constantinople? %V ha t 
have Henpal Muhammadans to do with the Khilafat at ronst.mtinop 
(Several voices: Order, order.) 

The DEPUTY-P^SIOEHT: The mei«b« ia not entitled to make 
any references in that connection. 
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Rai JOCENORA CHtfNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I am very sorry 
indeed ihat Sir Asutosh (/haudhuri thout.^ht it fit to brinj^Hhis ques- 
tion l^efore the Council and to raise the feelings which ou^ht not 
liave been raised. T was ^roinj? to tel) you that this state of things 
lias been brought about hot by the JChilafat alone, but by many other 
caus(‘s — by the economic conditions and by the national aspirations of 
the |XM)ple for higher dignity, for higlier powers and for a higher place 
in the commonwealtli of the nations. Ther(‘fo're, the educated com- 
munity to a c(‘rtain degree, lui doubt, sympathise with the efforts, 
mismiided though they might be, which mi; 4 ht lead to the imjuYTVe- 
menl of their condition. Hiat sym]>athy is cpiite natural, and 1 will 
not be falsy to myself if T sa\ that that/ s> mjiathy is not felt by me. 
But at the same time* 1 must say that the country must bo kept (juiet. 
I do not believe* for one mowent that the* (fO\ernm(‘nt is not able, witli 
the law as it now stands and with the* ]esoiiTcf‘s at its command, to 
ke(‘]> ord(*r. Though His Kxcellc'ncv has said that he shall take 
drastic measur(‘s, I do not think that such measures are justified. The 
summarN laws, the Itowlatt .Ael and othc'is which w’ore passed in a 
state of panic have* all b(‘en r<‘peah‘d and tlu‘rc*fore I say that more 
drastic measures aie not nc'cessary but ]>ea(‘(‘ and order must l>e pre- 

^fV3iwed4 

" ^ Mautvi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: T think there cannot be two 

opinions with regard to the motion of Sir .\siitosh fdiaudlmn’ '1 o 
put a slop to tiaffie, to put to ineoiiA enienec* ])(' 0 ]>h* and the travelling 
])ubtie, to incon\(‘ni«‘nc*(* womc'ii and children bv slo]>pitg^ vehieubav 
tratlie is a '^♦•iions niatter and must be dej>loi(‘d bv all. Ts this the* 
w'a\ in which we aic to kec']) the* pc'acc* and oidei of the* ('ountr^’ d lu* 
non-co-opc'iators should not have* interfen‘d in tlu'sc matters. P<*o]d(‘ 
should not have be«‘n intc‘rft*r»*d within th<*ir ]u‘a(*efu1 avocations. Th(*v 
w’c'i'c put to all sorts of indignitic’s Is this a sample of non-violent 
non-cb-oiH*iation ? The* Hai Bahadur say< that his constituenev. i r., 
the educated pc'ople, arc* not with them. But one ought not to mince 
matters. AVe ought to rcmliM* the gravity of the situation. There are 
an* nuniy graduate* non-co-o|H*rators in the mufassal. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I do not think 
thc'v are more than 2h i>c*r cent. 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: It mav l)e 25 per cent, or more 
but th(*ro was a complete hartal on the ITth. It is the. educated 
lH»ople who took ])art in closing the sheeps and not the hooligans- -nor 
the Khilafatists alone who are solely resjxuisible for this grave situa- 
tion. Picketing was done mostly by educated ix'ople and hooligans 
and w'e ought not to mince matters in this way. We ought to admit 
ttihat it is the doing of the ^j'ducated |>eop]e who set up the vseum of 
the — the hooligans of the town — but found themselve-i quite 
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powerless to check their ex(esse^. Had they auy control over the 
unruly dement — such outbuists of ra(Mal animosity ns occurred ' in 
I\pmbay would not have been possible. ^:\en Mr. (landhi c(>\ild net 
prevent the hoolij^aiis of Bombay irtmi intlictin^*- «sucli indi^^iiit it‘s and 
outiages on peaceful citizen.s. *I Bunk therefore it h the bounden 
duty of every one — ediuated ami uneducated — that jH’a»e ami older 
should be pre.served every whei(‘— in tlii-s ^^reat city a** .ilso the 
mufassal district towns; and witii lef.iaid to tins thme l•anm>t la* two 
opinions. I am confiilent that the hole House will wlude-beai IimHv 
support (Tovernment in then im‘asures ioi rest('nnLr |H‘ace ami oiilei 


Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: I (on^dti that thi^ dis- 
cussion should not liaM' beem invited It would natuiallv talo* awa\ 
much from tlu* effect of His l^\(•(dl(‘m \ 's loiciblo ob.serv «t ions ami pat^ 
ticvilarlv that • part of.it whme ht‘ apiH-alcd to those rom toned to 
stop, consider and rt'ulise th«* (’flm ts ot law bsssiiess if it otuBes t<» ."t.iv. 
There can be no doubt tliat it is tlie dut\ of i‘\eiv ami law- 

abiding' citizen to ]oin ( iovei nim'iit in its efforts to j>\it dowi^ hijih- 
handmliiess and row (t\ ism 1 woiibl ceitainlN a.simciate mv^elf with all 
such stejis which the (io\einim*nt inv'-ht be atlv ised to take in oulei 
to attain that (diject. when thing's m ihis <ountr\ are realh ho seiioms 
that it ^s itMjuiital tliat st 4 *ps shoubl b<‘ taken in that behalf. 5 do 
like to discuss ].<.l!tica] theories now, and this is not the oceHsion 
for it The (|Ues(ion now beloie us is wliethei we shouM ♦•ffectiveU 
stop rowd,\ism (U lawlossuess So tai as that (juestion is .omeined, 
th(‘re is noi the sli^litest doubt that e\ei\ ^rood and honest ,iti/en and 
eveiv peiscm who wishes to live* ]H*aceiull\ does desire that this state 
(d tlnn^^s should !)<• put an end to This is not a ^p'ostion of Khilafat 
or at.N othei polifo al meed and that must be rlearlv and distim tK 
understood Then* is no (luestioi. .d paits in this matter at all Dis- 
oider is%ad. bad for Hindus, bad fm Muhammadans, ba.l foi hano- 
iKUins bad for eveivlxMlv, bad for men. bad for women, bad .feu mv 
mother, bad foi mv wife and bad foi mv c h.ldien It must W sIoPI.mI 
and there is no question about that But what I fear is that as soon 
as ste,>s are taken m this bebalt tbeie m everv bkelil.oml of 
oppre.ssion bein^r committed in no time in tlie name of stoiqiinj: hoo n 
Lmiiisiii bv over-zealous officeis anixous to make a naim* Inie it is 
that it is absolutely necessiuv to snppie>.s l.uoli-annm. but 1 lo-re n u 
(Treat ai^.reheiisioi. that when once on the move manv th.n^^s are hkelv 
to 1... cW in th,. name of law an.l o„Ie,. lln- real ol,,e- >ve of 
wlueh V to cl.eek the U-gitiniale ex|..e-.M.n of viewn an.l honest - 

.i.ms 1 Government .s.luies at ,.nhl.,- meet.n.^s or 

,iown hooliganism hy a.n means ami n, ev.-y way- every goml - .. n 

will welcome it, hut .In not tr> to s.nother leg- -mate 
national aspirations or national amhitmns .n w.mls or a. ts on s 

of the penpie hv repressive measures, f.# ... that .as.. ^ 

the country to a worse co.nlition. I am sorry I am not one of those 
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who can sapport the policy enunciated by my esteemed friend, 
Mr, Barton, and his policy is, I take it, that the police should' be given 
a free band. I congratulate Mr. Barton on the fact that he is a Euro- 
pean!, white-skinned, the police would not therefore touch him. He 
can afford to say that; but I am a dark-skinned child of the soil, and 
X cannot afford to say that. This I strongly protest against, as it is 
an idea which is in the highest degree mischievous and fraught with 
all possible danger. The latest instances of that are to be seen in 
what th^ fK)lice did in the riots which occurred at Kalighat and 
Howrah. T need not go into the merits of these cases. I do not for 
a moment consider or ask you to consider as to whether they were 
right. The highest authorities have said that we always take it that 
the Government and the police are wrong. I take it upon myself to 
say that when I have positive facts to show that I am right, as I 
succeeded in showing some time ago in connection with some other 
matter, T am not prepared at the present moment to say that with 
regard to Kalighat or Howrah, as I have not got all such facts in my 
jmssession. But this outstanding fact remains that shooting was 
rcsort(‘d to in both those cases by the jxdice. T am not one of those 
who are even prei>ared to say that on no occasion should the police 
shoot. Being a lawver T am free to admit that there may be occa- 
sions when the police can do nothing but shoot in order to repel an 
illegal force by legally and lawfully constituted force to give protec- 
tion to |K*ople who refpiire such protection — that is absolutelv (ertain. 
But 1 do sav, that this irn^^ixinsible use of firearms cannot be sufficiently 
denounc(‘d and in these two instances nobody took upon himself the 
resjKmsibility of saving that lie gave the order to fire. 

The Hcm'ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: T rise to a ix)int of order. 
Are we discussing the m(‘rits of the occurrences at Howrah on the 4th 
October or the merits of the occurrence on the ITth of November? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Tlie matter before the House is to the 
effect: how the recurrence of the interference with public business and 
traffic such as took place on the ITth of November may be prevented. 
It has nothing to do with the occurrences at Howrah or at Kalighat. 

Bflbu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: Does it preclude me from 
referring to anything that hap]WMied previous to the ITth either on this 
side of Calcutta or on the other side of the river? Under what rule has 
the objection l>een tjiken by the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler that while 
s|)eaking on the incidence of the ITth at Calcutta, T am debarred from 
referring to anything that hniJ]x»ned previous to that day or on similar 
occasions. When one hon’ble member has suggested that the police 
should be given a free hand and when I say that the police ought not 
to 1)6 ffiven a free hand, I would like to know how I could bashut out 
from giving my reason as to why I say so. 
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Th0 DEPUTY-PRESIDENT; The only question before the lloUvSe 
is how to* put a stop to the reciirrenre of the interferenoo with public 
biwiness and traffic in Calcntta and we hi^ve nothing’ to do with the 
K^ighat and Howrah incidents. 


Babu 8URENDRA NATH M*ALLIK: I will not refer to tins, 
incidents by taking the names of “ Kubghat ” ami “ Howrah.” I 
would only say that in the hi>torv of some rei'ent im nlent.s the out- 
standing fact remt^ns that the jnilice otlic'iMs had not the moral courage 
of taking ujxin themselves the rc'^iwinsibility of saying that they had 
given the order to fire. This ls not the ca.se in which the Indian ]>olice 
were concerned but the Kurojxain police did it in C’ahntta ami Howrah. 


The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: The hon‘ble membtu- is con- 
tinuing his arguments about the incidents at Kalighat imil Howrah. 

• • 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: i’hiropean polici* ilid it 
somewliere and although they did it nohodv had the coinage' to come 
out and sa\ that he did it. Nolualy has taken ui><»n himselj tlie aespon- 
sibility <il Mi.Miip tliiil iiiillei lus oidci' tlic fii<‘ ojirn.-il Allcr iJl 
lliii 1, on lii'lialt of tlio lK-oi>l<' «1 h. Inivc sonl nif am tauiml to 

jn'oto'it atfiuiist an\ stub oiiiiiH iatioa of siirb a ilaiijri’i-otis ]>(>hc\ as lliat 
of giviluT tbo iKiiico a fine baml I boar, Imaii. 'I'lm ih.Io t not 

(loscrvo a anywbcri- in tbo «oibl. not (orlainl\ at boast in Inilia, ami 1 
litii not i)re|.aiocl to endoiso tins poluy. .\1> luimblo siibinisMon to yon 
is tills: by all moans ooiiltol loKili^raii mm . but oontro] liooli^ranism am! 
]a,lico both S'ltU a strong liamJ ami llioio tbo safoly lios. 


Mr, AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: It si'oms a i>ity Unit wo bavo fmoii 

askod 'to (rivo oiii opinion witli loioronoo to an ooiiiiiomo wlimh l.M.k 
pbioo in Calouttii on tbo ITtb irislaiil 1 s:i\ it m a pil.v booiiiiso 
althouj'li ^liapiienoil to be in ('abulia I fiankli ooiifoss tlinl 1 bavo not 
been able to make u]> mv niiml as to lio« miioli of llie sloppajre of tbo 
trattio ami stoppufse ol work was -iKintanoous ami how mm 1. of it »im 
brouirlit about bv .iitimi.latioii. I <,uosliono.l a vori lar^ro number » 
IH^oide an.l manv of them said tl.al Iboy wiIIiukIv observd tin- uirtnl 
beoause of (be hukum of Mr. (iai.dbi and tbe\ were not inclined to dis- 
obey it They also said Ibat unless tbe> olose.l tlieir shops tbelr 
proiivty would be looted and .lestroveil, lor tins reason 1 have not 
been able to form an opinion a- to whether the a. tual sto,.,«.Ko of l«.si- 
ness. namely, the oomplete h„rt„l as was obseryed that day, was the 
result of intimidation. Sow tlieie m no .piestioif that eviTi snn^ 
imliyidual desires that we mimt preserve law and order. Law ‘‘"|1 
must be preserved ami booliKanism must Is- eruslied, »ut I fail to see 
liow,..it iLree-fourths of Cab ulta were to elo.se their sho,* atid to le u^ 
to run taxis or Me,:.-, harr. ., . .K-r.ire measures would lie of aiad bi 
prevent a repetition of the hart:, I that .*ourrea on the l .th tnutont. 
That seems to me to be the real difficulty. H.s Lxcellency has asked n.i 
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to .support Govprnn)f*nt in the meafnires which Governmejit might think 
fit to jolopt. If coeicioii is iiecessai v I am sure everjT one of us will 
rise iiiol supj)ort the (jovei iimeiit. llul as it often hap]>ens the (loverp- 
ineril niuv tliink that in a paitn ulai matter a particujar mea.sure of 
cmocion IS necessary, while others may reasonahly think that such 
measuie is drastic and unnecessary. Therefore, 1 for myself cannot say 
that I will su])pojt eveiy ineasuie ot coercion* which (i(rvernnient might 
choo.se to adopt, hut 1 do ceitainly say that j>eace and order in Calcutta 
and in llengal has to he piesened. T nfortunaiely Vhis non-co-opera- 
tion movement has (‘<‘ased to he non-\iolent. If that movement had 
heen confined within tin* limits of non-viohoice, it would have l)een well 
hut unioi tunately theie have heen cases where the pnncijde of jx^rsonal 
liberty has heen grossly infringed. I am of o]>inion that the principle 
of cr)m])ulsion is a very mischievous doctrine of non-co-operation it it 
is one of its doctriiK's Mi. (landlii has denuhl it, hut* his followers 
a|)j>arentlv seem to t hink ~w ludluM you aie non-co-o])eratois or not — you 
have got to (diev then oidei even against voui own wishes. I’hat 
seems to la- a vei\ mischievous ddctiine. I'ho ijm^stion 1 desire to ash 
is — what aie we to do it on the occasion of tlu* Pnnce's visit to ('al- 
cutta the non-co-o|M‘ratoi s celehiate the harta} on the ti4th December, 
and how is that to la* j)rev«*iit(‘d r” If t hrc'e-foui ths ot Calcutta uni(*a.son- 
ahl\, as I sa.v , weie to ohseivc* haifal on that date* and ( lose tlnOi’ sho^>s 
and stop all traffic, how will co(‘icive measui<*s hidp us P That setuiis to 

me to he the nail dillicultv 1 am willing to stipjaiH (iovernmeiit in 

aii.v inea'«uie toi tin* pin pose ot securing jieace and onhu , hut I do not 
tliink it advisahh* to g(‘t rid of the tviaiinv of Mi (iandlVi and conn* 

under the tyrannv of (lurkhas, as has heen well said liv a member of 

this Council. * 


Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI; As a rtjpnsenta- 
five of th(‘ woiking classes 1 have talked thi.s Iniifdl matter ovei with 
manv Jute Mill Sirdars, to asceitaiii the vvoikni(*ii\s attitude* towards 
acts of int iiiiidation opcmlv juactised last Thuisdav. The Jute Mill 
coolies have* ht‘en hnl astray and u.se<l as pawns by Khilafat workers ou 
Thursday. Theie is now a r(*al tei'ling of rejuMitame among them that 
tliev lost their dav's wag-es foi joining a fdinaslm in which they had no 
r^jal lltt»*rest. Thev weie pratticallv coerced to take part in proceed- 
ing's whi(h in theii heart ot hearts they knew to he no good to any one. 
I therefoK* apptnil to the public and to the (fovernment not to lie carried 
away liy jianic hut devise cool and cahulating measures to wijx^ out 
the hoolig^anisui of the city and reassure the public. I talked tliis 
matter ovc'r with a Khilafat leader about this htirtdl and }>ointed out the 
tremendous loss in wages to the j>oor working men. He said that 
hartal was a training tor a national strike that is coming later on. I 
asked him what will lollow tlws |)ending national strike. He said that 
jfwaraj will come. I queried if complete indej)endence dpes come what 
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W.11 be the fut^ of the „.d«stnal wovke.. when Tlntisb o«pit,:i i. whb- 
drawn, ^e sa.d^at they w.ll take to the plough a.al til tl.e soil .1 
he eventual y oonfesse.l that w.uk.nen a.e n,eaat to M.ffer. Ti,at I, llj 
altftude o the leaders of the luntal n,oven,e*nt an.l soone, ,he aotk.aea 
realise it the better uould be the,.- fate and thev Mould dis.ard then, as 
enemies in the paib ot friends and benefai-tors. 

. Mauivi MUHAMMAD ABDUL JUBBAR PAHLOWAN: I am 

soiry to opposej In* adjournment ot the House tor the ,1,s,„smo„ of ihe 
luntiil o( the l.tl, instant. .No inloiinatioi, has lieen jrner, to this 
Ilou.se of an\ oeiu,, of an.x Moh-nt aetion on tl,e ,,a,l of the lol, . ,,- 
lee, '.s. As for mysalf. 1 kno*, the lunl<,I has been ,.,„„elx volunia,,. 
and it was not li,ou,;ht about l,\ aii\ Miden.,- I an, iroiirf,' ,o opposi- 
the speed, made h> I, lend, M,. Ha , t o„. « |„, ,„oposed flia I the p.dn-e 
shoal, I be trivefl a t,-,-e h:»ml. I knmi that ,1 tins poln-y he mlopied, ,t 
Mill onl\ lea, 1 to nioie soinnis lesiihs. With tin's,. «o,ds»| pint, si 
tli(‘ iiuftion foi ndjoiimfnrtil <»! Ihi.v Konst* 


Mr, 8YED NA8IM ALI: I lia\<* listonod to tffc \aiious 
till' Miiioiis ni(*n,})(‘is ot tills until. I,,,! as tar as I |,a\.> laa-ti ablt* 
to ^atlH‘1. I find til, Ml* is al.s,dnttd\ ihi .1 i tlVnoH t‘ of oi.iiiion on tin* 
(jUest ion» 1 1nit law ainl oidni nnist }»♦• rn.iintairn*tl iSoiin* <tt tlimi 

?)aturall\ diMcn'd a^ to w iiat nicasmt*s slnmM In* Sonn- ntcmlnos 

liavt* siicin(>vtcd tlint Wf slnnild tn tin* lotil t.mso, tin* lirtunlni tiuc**- 
tio!i Otlicis lta\(‘ su:,^oo^l(‘d that tin* in« idrnt ot tlial jiailnulai dav 
lias u*()t no Jf^i^Kal (oniMMtion with tin* otln*i hioadrr (jUcstjoijs w tii< h 
Tino*ht 1 m- a^itatiii^' tin* whole <d Indi.i Hat tin* }>onit toi dis, nssion is 
a \ cl \ shoi I ftiic AN c a I c coiicciinnl with t in* «| !n*st ion as to how \V 4 ,^ t au 
]Mc\cnt a 1 cciiijciK of siK h /untfils 'I’liat is tin* onl\ itonil at is.<nii». 
Now. it s^t*nis to nic that tin* hartfil ot the ITth was lathei. arid in sown* 
Way, an opf*nei ot the f‘\(‘s <d that class c»t ilj»« citizens ot ( ahntta wlio, 
111 th(*ir h(*ait of lieaits, were in syin|».i:h\ with tin* non-eo-0|M*ral loii inovr- 
lueiit and with hti/tah, hut wen* not eoiiia^eous enoii^di to lom that 
uioveiiien t . Jt has rc-alK’ ojw*ned tin* eves oj the middle < lass who want 
fo follow tlnor l(‘oitima1e avmattoiis m life I notici-d one (uiiiieijlar 
incident and that s|H*aks volumes. \ (e“itain (hn toit wa*' tiavelllnj,,^ 
in a motor < ar on that da\ All over liis ear he jMjsted the worcl 
Dtietor,” as if theie was sfune sort of su;.r^'’<‘'®‘tion that dm tom nii^/hl 
Ih? allowed to move* ahout. fieelv. As this ^'-entleman was 
'Onie jK*()j)le (aiiie iij» and tried to stop him; then* weie iifi Khilafat or 
doTij^iess volunteers al>out at that time Almost immediatelv two 
vhilafat volunteers ( ame on the st ene. and liei idefi that as h<‘ was a 
Doctor li(‘ should not lie t^topiH'd These jH*ople would not listen and 
nsisted that eveiyhodv , w lioever he mav W, shovihl stop w(»rk on fluit 
lay. After a ^(M)d deal of i)ersuasioij yii the jjtiri of the iKhilafat ^ 
volunteers the Doctor was allowed to proc'eed, but not until he bawl 
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chan^j^fid hhs hat for a Gandhi cap. These things rather 'go to show that 
this is nothing but pure Bolshevism; and that non-co-operation 6r 
hartal is absolutely iraiXissilJe with the hofdigans or lower classes, and 
I tliinh Mr. Gandhi has alii) acknowledged this. Therefore, I thifik, 
the best method of preventing a recurrence of such incidents would be 
to make such arrangements as would enable those who want to follow 
their legitimate avocations, to do so and to help them to carry out their 
wishes. 1 believe Mr. A. C. Dutt said he was absent from Calcutta 
on that day 


Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: That is not correct; I said I happen- 
ed to be present in Calcutta on tliat day, and 1 made inciuiries- 


Mr. 8YEQ NA8IM ALI: After in(]uiries my friend came to learn 
that most of the i)eople joiTied the hartal voluntarily, and' others because 
they were jthrea toned that if they did not, tlieir shops would be looted. 
Now, that is ',i (picstion of fact. 1'ho (|uestioii is liow many people 
voluntvrily joined, and liow many were forciul to. T also was jireseiit 
irut'alcutta on that day, and I visitt‘d several (piarters, es]>ecially in the 
southern jMirtion of ('alcutta. I’o me it seemed that most of the ]X"ople 
were willing to ojkui tlieir shojis but did not do so, lest their shoj)s 
niiglit be looted. I’herefon', T think, if Government take si^nh steps 
to affonl ade(j«at(* police protection to tho.se wlio desire to dissociate 
th(‘nuselves from the.se things, that will be good enough, but if very 
drastic mea.sures are tak('n. wbi(’h might ('aus(‘ indiscriminate loss of 
life, that would be t<K) much. 1 think that when TIis Ex,ptdlency has 
said that drastic measures will ]k‘ taktui to restore jieace and order 
every membei of tin* House will support him. Ix'caiise we luivi' thi.s 
ttmch confidence in him, that wlien such mea^sures arc taken due regard 
will 1)6 had for the protection of the lives and projx'rty of innocent 
jK‘o]de, and also some sort of sym|)athy w’ill be showui to tl!e j)er.sous 
who luivi‘ been misguided by peojile who are not heie. Therefore, it 
is a (juestion of limit, and T think we ought to support any measures 
t4ik(Mi hy His Kxeellency to this end a.s he know's full well what 
measures should he taken and to what extent. 


The Hon’ble 8ir HENRY WHEELER: I take it that the object of 
debate of this kind is primarily to afiford an opportunity to non-official 
members of expressing their views on the subject which is {bus 
brought before the Council, and for that reason partly, and partly 
because Ills Excellency has already to-day eloquently, and forcibly 
explained to the (\)unril the attitude of the local Government in this 
matter, I see no necessity for me to s|)eak at length. If I speak at all 
it is rather in the hope of perhai>s, towards the close of tlm allotted 
time, reminding the Councfl of what seems to me to be the real issue 
before us. ** 



J 


t'ALCUTTA “ ITARTAL.’* 


In a discussion of this kind it is . i* , 

l^vancie.s of vari^ous kinds .should havo iH-en .,„ro.re.h ’"rin sl.h‘;i"‘ 

discuss the polu,v of the Secrci,.., of S.alc .tin, tl; 

India with reference to the .u>n-..„-o^.Mat.on n.oven.ent the .as 
that ixilicy has In-en explained l.y its authors, „nd .-alls for no ' 

fication from me here, though 1 ,ro„l,l ask tl.ose who .so f.H.luudv 
request Gorernm^t to adopt a pol.e, of forhearanee. patienee and 
sympathy, what has been, if they will look at it fairly, the v ol 

GoTerrynent during the last three le.irs;- It has siirelv 1 one of 

unbounded patien,.e. inexhaustible lolerai.ee, and fai-reael.ing 
attempts in every way to meet any real gneran.e that unn he , Hired 
on the side of the jieople. Another irrelevaiiev which 1. do not inlend 
to pursue is tiie eoiiduot of the is.loe; though 1 ean.iot lefiain f.o.n 
saying that when we heard from Mr. Suhrawaidy that theaillitude of 
the |>olice on the 17th Novemher was oik* of eii(iea\ oiirm^r to piovoke 
a melee amon^rst innocent fieople, we uere listeimi^r t.> a 
and misscdiievous travesty of the fads, which is nsiivAvy to the cMdcnce 
whicli is avaikihl(«- — evidence which, 1 siihniit, is suflicn'iit to convince 
any reasonable and fail -minded man. Also with rc^r;,nl to Hahn 
Surendi^i Nath MuIIick s iii<*vitahle imnaiks, I cannot hut rc^^'ict that 
at a time wlien it is evident that the cauM* of law ami oitlcr nia\ 
have to deiK*nd in a lar^^o measure upon the wilhn^^^ assistam e au'l i o- 
oi>«‘ration of tlic police, remarks should he made in this ('ouncil wlndi 
can only sh^w that tlic in vel(‘rat4‘ jncjadices of some meinhms on 
this subject, are jirejiared to lead tiK*m to i ondemn tln^ i>olic«* fx\en 
before action has been taken at all h> that somewhat inali^^iied Ixidy. 
Some members seem determined, wliatever the jHiiiec' ma\ (h», to lind 
them guilty of tyranny and rejiression in advance. To put it at its 
lowest, tlfi.s seem.s to he a J>ity from the point «>f view ot the la w -a hid in 
citizen. 


Let us come to what I understand to In* the real issue' I take il 
that the real intention of thi.s debate to-niglit i.s to affonl mciiilKTs 
an opportunity — which the majority have utilised —of iinpre.ssing uimhi 
G overnment the diasatisfaction of the communitv at the state ()f law’- 
lessness atid disorder which aio.se in this town on tlie 17 th of this monlii, 
and the wish of this Council, as repre.senting the comrnunity, that 
Government should take measures t(* render jmfH>s.si hie a rc( urrence of 
that state of affairs. Government is full\ conseigms of the grave feel* 
ing of appreliension that has been roused in Cah utta h\ the liapjsTe 
mgs of that day; Government is fully conscious that the reasons for 
that apprehiision are in no sense in.significant or unrf*al ; Government 
is fully conscious that they are faced with a jxisition of considerable 
difficulty which is fraught w'ith jioteiitialities of much mi.srhief. (jov- 
ermn^t welcome the assurances of this f’ouncil that it is their earnest 
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winh tliat lawlessnesH and disorder should be checked. This is only 
whiif one would expect from a bocry^of llie pf>sitjf)ii and th(» lespon- 
sihilily of this (Vmneil. As llis Lxcell^ney has explained, (iovernnient 
is absobitely at one with the Council in intending that so far as Ifes 
in tluMT ])ower, the state of tyraunv, intimidation and molestation of 
law -ahidinji^ I)eople wdiieh took place in this town the other day, must 
i)e Hiop|>ed. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur; I wish to make a 
few reniaiks in this eoiineetion. We are all under tht- protective wdn^js 
of tile Ibitish (jovernment, jind we like that lawlessness ouf^-ht to be 
elieeked and p«‘a<'e and ordei mainlaiiM‘d. We know to our cost that 
if tin* Hnlish (xovei riinent will ind maintain such i)<*aee and order tlie 
situation will be v(‘iy serious. It is therefoie neeessaiy, as Ilis Exeol- 
l(>ne\ lias said just now, that some steps on^dit to be taken to pievent 
a leeutreiiee of what took place on tlie ITth instant."* His Kxcel- 
l(*rie\ lias fold us that he wishes to lak(‘ tin* meiiiber.s of the Council 
into Ills eonfidenei*, and it is oui duty to }n*lp the tToveinnn*nt as far 
as possTole. At the same tmn* tln'it* is a eonvietion in the minds of 
maii\, that tlieie niay'^ lie excesses on tin* ]>art of the a^o*nev — the 
police ~ of the (roverninent Tins i,s a piobleni wiiieli weiehs in the 
iniinls (it niaiiN jM'opie, and eoiis(*ijuent]y moderation should Ik* (*xer- 
eised in the niaintenaiiei* of iM*ae(‘ and order, llis Exe(‘ll(‘i)ey kas told 
us tlial he Will he obli^inl to take drastic measures, hut it lie iloes take 
such diashe nn‘asur(*s, it is neees.sarv first to see whetliei sueli mea- 
suies eoiihl not Ik* avoided. 1 am not one of those* who tlnnks 
that a lice* hand should he ^ive*!! to the jMiliee in such inaWt'is 1 am 
oin* ol those* who think that it ( lovei iiment should think tit to take 
drasfie nieasuies, tln*y should have* an (*>e on the eftVi t ed sueh 
nu*asuM's eui tin* |K‘ople. All tliat is in‘e*essary tor us is to e'xplain 
te) the (fovernnn'nl (In* real situation. Take* drastie* nn‘asuies, hut, at 
the same time*, preite'et iinlividual liheity, ]m)]H‘rtY and li^difs, anel if 
that Ik* done, I am e[Uiie* sine* there will he no divided opinion in ibis 
Council. 

Mauivi EMADUDDIN AHMED: At the end of the day, 1 have verj 
litthi to sa> . It is cveryhodv’s eluty, anel everybody will admit that 
we*, as ( iiize*ns, emj^ht to h(*ip (ro\ernmOnt in preseuving law and order; 
take* diastie* measines and nobody will grumble if you put down law- 
lessness and di.se>reh‘r. But yeni bnve* Tie»t taken into account the roeit 
M‘ause*s of the unrest. J am ind cemcerneel with the bi^^ ([Ue.stion of the 
orl^nii of (iaiidhisni Pr the Khilafat. but this nnivement has gained 
j;veminl in the minels of the ]H*ople. Is it not a fact that tlie |>t‘ople are 
ill-clad, ill-fe'el anel the> take to non-co-oi)eration in despair? It is the 
boumleii duty of (leivornment to see that these caii.ses are removed. I 
find in this Count il that increments have been given to the members 
of the Intlian Civil Service, a^d various other servit'es, but has Govern- 
ment dtino anything for the jKior i>eople of the country? Take drastic 
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measures, in order to jneserve. law and onler. I.nt let (iovernnuMd do 
sometiiingdo remove tlit‘se root canses.. 

D. J. COHEN: T*iilike Ikilm Suiendfti \ath M.illik I am drink- 
ful to Sir Asutosh (diaudlnin; tni hni.on.o up tlii. dis. us.um 
The proceeding's of last Thiiisday wcie ol a nature wliidi nn .uiranisetl 
(lovernmeut can he proud of IVace an,l onhu- weie thiuir- ui.knnuu 
on that day. The liherix of the indiMdual wa-. tiiff,Ml an.l 

everywhere the cij- \Aa^ toi (t()\ ernnuMit intervention. I’ei '.tmalK . 1 
am sure every lio-ht tiiinkin^-- nmn mil Mippou ( h.v eiumnit n, e. tak 
in^r uixm itself the first dutv it owev t,, (}„. puiiph*. of tuifni, law 

and ordei, hy takinn- such step*, as mav hv ettettive to ciuiihat tin. .ml 
and will yet meet with the appioval of leasouahle |H‘oplf .In saving*- 
this, T do not desire tlu' ( ure to he \voist‘ than the disease It has 
been the piactye witli a^ceitain ( las^ <d‘ pettple to < liai .o tei ise e\ri\ 
action of (Joveinnient as i e]>ressiv«‘. Opinions uiav he divided on this 
and soiiK' of us niieht coiisnh'i that < ertain action on the p.ut ot (Juv- 
einment mi^^ht well have Ihmui left undone, hut what aiisvtei ran th<‘ 
non-co-ojieratoi s ^rne to tlu* evemts of last d'huisy.i\ ' As lias .Tlieadv 
been ])oint«‘d out h\ a jirev lous speakei. a well-known «'\tieniist ]»apei 
coirec'tly (diaracttu ised it as ‘‘ Jli'volution ” am] can aiiv ( ii »vci nuient . 
having the interest (d tin* {K‘oph' at heart, tolerati* levolution' 

Sir ASUTOSH CHAUDHURI: 1 he^^ have to v iih hau th , 

tion before the House. 7'he ( lov <*rnm»‘nt is takiTi^»- steps, ami w e aie 
satisfied that the (Toveininent intend to t.ike stejis to j>i(‘vcnt a hmui- 
icnce of t he happen me s ol the 17th 'I’lo* i.'vohiM.m has Immmi disfi-vsetl 
;it ^reat len^'-th J am not m the least soi i v that I hiou^'-ht Imvv aid 
this motion, I did it ftoni a deep siuise ni icspoiisihilit v . te«dinj^»- that 
tlu^ (ioveinment ()U^»-lit to know what was passing'- thioij/.;h oui minds 
It has^h(M'n said that (lovcrnmeiit <»u^dit not to adopt diastic 
measur(*s; drastic measures ou^^ht to he (.nefullv takcii. diastn 
measures are dan^^^erous, and rejaesNidn a {h>u hh'-ed^'-ed mshinnent, 
hut we art* not called upon now to samtion vvlmt ( invoi nmerit lias done; 
it^^dties not leqiiiie oui samtion Some jMuijile were anxiousK mijuii- 
in^ if (foverniiieiit had abdicated its fum tions hut ( iov i i i. im ni has 
taken the niatt<*r in hand, ami wm aie satisfied that llu'V undei stand the 
situation, and I therefore he^r h*ave to withdiaw the motion 
The motion was hv l(*avt* of tlie t tuim il wjtlnhawn 

Adjournment. 

The ('tnincil was then adjourned to 7'iiesdav, the ??nd \ovend*ej, 

1921,at3r.M. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled uider the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The (’ouricil met in the Town Hall,* Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 22nd 
Noverril)er, 1921, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

The Deputy-President in the Chair, the Ilon’hle the four Members 
of the Executive Council, the Ilon’hle the three Ministers and 112 
iiorniii!i1(*<l and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Closiftg of an outlet into the river Khousiki in Jangipur (Hoeghly). 

•XVII. Babu FANINDRALAL DE: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in char^'’e of the Department of Irrigation aware that the only 
out lei from the low lands about the Mondolika in Jangipur ])olice- 
statioii (llooghly) to the river Khousiki has been closed'' *** 

(/>) li NO, is ih(‘ llon’ble the Member aware that the closing of the 
, outlet is <'ausing damage to the crops, inconvenience to traffic and injury 
to tlH‘ health of the inhabitants of about 25 neighbouring yjllages!'' 

(c) What steps, if an\ , do the (iovernment contemplate taking in 
the matter? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): (rz) (iovernment 
IN not a^^are that th<* o!il\ outlet from the low lands about the Mondolika 
in Jangipur police-station (IlooghlO to the river Khousiki has lieen 
closed but has r(u*eived a rejM>rt of obstructions in a khal further to the 
south. 

{h) It is stated that some damage has been caused by the obstruc- 
tions. 

(r) The matter is under inquiry. 

Recruitment of Excise Sub- Inspectors. 

•XVIII. Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: (o) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in t harge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state — 

(/) the names of the Commissioners of Excise and Salt during each 
of the last five financial years; 
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. (n) the numbers of Hindus and Muhammadans appointed as Sub 

.. Inspectors of Excise and Salt ,n each of these five years h, 
the Comm.s.sioncr of Excise an^ Salt in consultation «,ti 
the ( ollectors of Districts, as re(|uired hv the rules * 

(til) the number of Hiudif an.l Muhammadan Suh-lnsiH-.ton 
aiipointed directly by such Commissioner without coiisulliiii; 
the Collector ? 

• (b) Will the Hoii’ble the Minister be pleaseil to state whether n 
i fact that the late Commissioner of Excise and Salt very often did not 
ibserve the rule requiring the recruit me nt of Sul>-InsiM-< tors from the 
Collector’s list of nominee's r 

(c) If the answer to ( />) •is in Uie afhrnuitue. will the Hon’lile the 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if an\ , have been taken \n put 
i stop to the praetice? 

(d) If no s^eps have *l)een taken, will the llon'hle the Minister he 

deased to state the reasons therefor? * 

MINISTER in charge.of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
NDU8TRIE8 (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid tfawab AM Chaudhuri, 
:han Bahadur): (a) ({) Mr. A. N. M(d)erl>, I.i .s . from Is( Apnl. 1 '»h;. 
n Tth Novemlier, IbltS, and Mr S C Mukheiji, i ( s . fr,»ni Sth 
Tovemb.^r, 1918, todlst March, 

(n) and (iii) A .statern<*iit is lai<l on tlie t.ible 
(h) The statennuit ^»-ives the infoiination re(|uin‘<l 

(c) and {(I) As the appointments aie filled up h\ the (’oinnnssioner 
f Kxeise and •Salt, no steps ha\(‘ been taken h\ (Jovernment in the 
latter. 

iatenirtii ^hfnving the uttyjthe.r of f/iodus and M uhfiftnhndnnH 

as Si\b-hiS]^ectors of K.rrtsf^ and S(t/t durniff fictrh n( Dip jm 
finanriaf yeais^ reforrrd t<t in the rpjflij to rUtu>p> ( n), ( n ) fi f. d (i n ) 
of starred question No. XVII I 


N I MHFH fir .Sf ii-lN.M'ri nu'i id i.x> (‘•il 
AND >Ai.T \ rroivTrri. 

Tear. 
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Inspectors of Co-operative Cooieties. 

•XIX. Mauivi A'BOUl^ KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’hle the Miuis- 
t(*r in cliai'^^e of tlie Department of Aj^riciiltiire and Industries be 
pleased to lay (ui the table a statement showing the total number of 
IiiHjKHdors emj>l(»yed in the ('o-ojK*rjitive Department and how many of 
iliem are MiihammadaTis ? 

(h) Will the Ilon’ble tin* Minister be pleased to state whether any 
scheme has ]>een drawn uj) for the revision of the pay of the Ins}xn*tors 
of Oo-o]K*rative So( i<‘ties and the Divisional Auditors and the Auditois’r' 
(e) If so, what scales of j)ay liave been ])ropoHed for them and when 
will they he gi^en eff<*et to? 

(d) If the ari^'Vver to (/;) is in tlie negative, will the Hon’ble the 
^tniist<‘r h(‘ j)leas(‘d to state wh(‘tl»(*r it is in eontemplation to revise tlieii 
pay and prospi'eis (*arly as has been done in the rase of several (Jiher 
depart m(‘nts ? 

(r)*.VVill the llon’ljle the Mini.slei he ])least‘d to sl:it(* tin* amount 
of a ml it fees rollectc*'^ fiom each distriid in Jflengal last year and the 
total ameunl fd ('Xpeiiditine ineuned last year on aeeount id the pav 
and travelling allo^\ane(‘s of the Auditors? 

The Mon’ble the Nawab 8AIYI0 NAWAB ALi CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (o) Inelmlmg otheers on deputation from tin* Sulaudi- 
iiati M\eeuti\e Sen ice as well as tw'o sub-iegistrars tin* total numher 
of Inspm tois employ'd in thi* (’(eo|H‘iative Department is ild, of whom 
27 aie M uliammailans. * 

{ft) and (<•) Ihoposals bu ie\ision ol the pa\ ot Divisional Auditors, 
liispeetois, and .\uditois. ha\e been ri'ceivi'd, and aie now' under the 
consideration of ( lovi'rnment . 

((!) Tin* (|U('slion does not arise in view of the answer to fo) and fc). 
(/d A statement showing the amount of audit fees collecied from 
( 'o-operat n e Societit*s in Bengal, district by di.stnct, dming the year 
lb2tl-21, n laid on the table. 

'riu* amount spent during that \ear on account of [lay and travel- 
ling allowances of auditors and (heir jieons was appi'oximately 

Its. b2 -ino. 

Shtfeuirnt sli'iirmi/ th' nmt>nnt of (fiidit O'fs roUeried fmtn Co-operative 
Sih'ietirs nt linajal ifi c(i<'h district daring the gear 1920-27, referred 
ti) ifi the rrplg to chiuse (c) o f starred qnestuni Kit, XI 

liS A. p. 

1. Pall iitta fiuJ rhe 24 I’ar^iinns ... ... ... 1.895 7 0 

2. Kiialiia (exi ’iiiHiijj; Taki Central Bank) ... 1,349 7 0 

3 Jessioro ... ... ... ... 794 15 0 



1921.] 



neE.sTioNs. 








Rs. 

A. 


4. 

K^dia 







Miir'<l)idaha<l 



2. IMG 

r. 

.1 




••• •.. 


1 ) 

<1 

t). 

Dace a 




• 


7. 

Mymeiisia^di 


m 

2 , Mn 

e 

0 

R. 

Fandpiir 



• • • ' . 4 J 1 1 

• ' 7‘.' t 



9. 

Bakiirganj 




0 

II 

10. 

RajBliahi 



... 


0 

W 

Malda ** 










.5 1 9 

12 

0 

12. 

r>itK»jpiir 




.j 

1) 

1.1. 

Kaiippur 



• • • • 1 , Dt 1 


0 

14. 

Bof^ra 



2*2 

1 1 

0 

15. 

Pahna 



7,122 

14 

(1 

IG. 

.J.ilpai^tiri 



’ ,„j 

K 


IT. 

Dai jcfling 

• 


2 2*'l 


0 

18. 

1’ippcTa 



4 02M 

(1 

(1 

19. 

Noakliali 



1.'>!'2 

0 

0 

20 

Cliit tayiui^ 

• 


1 :'.i5 

« 

II 

,, 

21. 

Ilili Tracts 


\ 



22. 

Bii hliinn 



1/174 

! ! 

2 

2:1 

Ban kn ra 



s'2 

1 

G 

24. 

llooiiliijy 



17() 1 


2 

25. 

Midiiapoie 

... 


2.025 

K 

{\ 

2G. 

BiinJ w an 



■’.12 



4 , 

1 1 0 w ra 1 1 

i 



2 1 1 

- 

•* 




Total 

.51 571 

1 

, 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Financial deficit. 

63. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will iho tl.r Mm.lwr 

in charge of the l)ej)artnient of I'inaio-e ho j)loji‘.r*il io what Htrps 

me hein;^ takc'n })y the (iovei riTiierit to ineol tho throaloaojl clofu it lor 
the next tifiaio ial year:' 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’bie 
Mr. Kerr): Themeinher refeiied to the#jK*ertj made h\ ffin l-.xf^dleMey 
the Governor in oiKMjing this meeting of th«* Legi^'lati^e Council. 
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Privilege to steamer companies plyir^ boats through the Circular and 
Eastern Canals. , 

64. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) With reference to 
ihc jinswer ^^iven to iiiy nn.starred ((ue.stion No. 101 of the ineetinpf of 
file 20(b An^Mist, 1!I21, will the Ilon’hle the Meni])er in charge of the 
Department of Irrigation he plea.sed to state — 

(?) whether, wljen the privilege wa.s granted to the Rivers Steam 
Navigation and Indian (Jeneral Steam Navigation Companies, 
canal officer.^ weie directed to check occasionally the 
correctness of the manifests; and 
(71) if so, why they have not heen so checked since 1913? 

(h) Are the (iov(‘r!imenl considering the desirability of directing 
that manifests furnished hv the (*mi>loyees of the said Companies should 
henceforth he regularly clnM'ked ? 

(r) Will the II on ’hie the Member he pleased to lay on the table a 

cop\ of the repot! of Mr. B. R. Haidar, while he was Assistant Engi- 

iK'er in charge of (’alcutta canals, addressed to the Executive Engineer 
on this matter? 

(d) Will the Hott’hle t)ie Memh(‘r he jdeased to lay on the table a 
co[ty of the Irrigation Department Notification No. T, of the 15th July, 
191-1. referred to in the answer to my unstarred (juestion No. 101 (b) 
of th(‘ 29t}i August last? 

(c) Will the Hon’hle the ^lemher he pleased to state* whether it is 

a fact that the (linudions t(» cliaige tolls on the vessels belonging to 

Rivers Sti'ain Navigation and Indian (General St(*am Navigation Com- 
panics wer<‘ giv(‘n before -Inly, HBd? 

(/) Will the Hon’ hie the Memln'r in charge of the Depaftment of 
Irrigation he pleasinl to state whether any Indian Company enjoy the 
jui\ilege mentioned in the said answer? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (o) (C No such directions were issued. 

(7j) The i|uestion does not arise. 

(h) No; the checking of manife.sts would nullify the reason for 
their introduction whiidi is to pre^ent the detention of vessels. 

Cd novernment is not prejwred to place on the table a copy of the 
rejHirt referred to. 

(d) A (’op\ of the Notification is jdaced on the table. 

(r) No such orders are traceable, but if issued, such orders were 
already covered by Notificatioi| No. 29, dated the 24th Maf, 1904. 

if) No. 
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. Copy of the notification referred to tn the reply to cla\M (rf) of 
* unstarred question No 64 . 

No. 7, dated Culcutte, the 15th !july. li>13 
NOTIFICATION— By the Deputy Sei retury to tiu* (iox erniiuMit of 
1 ublic ^^ork8 (Irni^ationJ IX'pnrtiiioiit. 

In exercise of the power conferred by sei'tion 11 of ib» (’anaU A.-t, iHcVl ^Bengn 
Act V of 1864), the Governor in Council i.s pleastHl to make. >Mth efleel from th 
1st* August, 1913, the following araondiiient in the rules for the Calcutla Canal 
and Tolly’s Nala, issuc'fi under that section ami pubhshml under m.ffuation No 
dated the 24th May, 1904, at pages 714-46 of Part 1 o. the ('.hruffu 
the 25th idem, namely . — 

For the last paragraph of rule p of the said rules substitute tlie following — 
For vessels of class II, which are furnished with reliable wa^-hifls. thi' gros 
maundage of cargo shown by the way-bills oi in the <aso of steainen* the maundag 
obtained from muhiplying the registered tonnage of the steamer h> t went > -seven 
may, at the opinio"n of the erriployer of the vessel or the steamer (as the (ase ma 
1k‘), be taken as the nmundage on which toll will Ik* chargtMl * 

Provided that firms or individuals who wish to nuiKe use of this rule must b 
approved by the Sniwnntending KngimH*r of the South-Western (hicle. aftl thn 
such approval may be withdrawn for any just eau.s<' • 


• Assistant Secretary, Judicial Department. 

65. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: ( Witb refen ncc 

to tli(* iinsftiried ion No asked at the iiieeling of the (’ounril 

on ilie ‘Jflth Aiigii'-t, will the Ilon’lde the* Mt'inln'r iri cliarge til 

the -Tudicial I)('pai tineiit h(‘ phutsed to state — 

(0 what was tlie sfieeial necessity wlneh h‘d to the (Teatnui of thin 
new post ; 

{n) oii-*w}iat pa> and teiins and foi tiow long tlie ap{N>intnient was 
made ; and 

{tti) on what Hi)ecial work this new* oflieei is now engaged’'' 

(h) Will the TloiChle tin* Member Ik* pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the names and ipialifieations of the candidate-, for 
the [K)st referred to in repl> to (juestion No. (d) and noting the wjsu ijd 
qualifications for wdiich the offieer ai>iH>inted was given preference.'' 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon*ble 
Sir Abd-Ur-Rahim): (/i) ('?) The increase of work due to the Heform*- 
Scheme and the need of freeing the Sef‘retar\ from having Ui df> purely 
routine work. 

(*0 The appointment was made on a pay which the offi<*er would 
receive under the time-scale in the regular line in addition to a duty 
allowance of Rs. 100 a month. The ^appointment i« at prenent 
temporary. 


1 
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(Hi) None. The member is referred to answer (a) to the question 
of the 29th Au^^ust. * 

(^) A statement of the members of the Bengal Judicial Service %ho 
sent in appliriations for the apiK)intnieiit is laid on the table. 

As to the qualifications of the present temporary Assistant Secre- 
tary the member is referred to the answer already given to (/) of the 
question to which he refers. 


Sfutement shou'ing the nanu;s and fiua/i/irait<)iis of (he cajididate'i who 
are rnemhers of the Jiengal Civil Seitire (Judicial) for the post of 
Assistant Secretary to the Governmeht of Bengal (Judicial Depart^ 


merits referred to in the reply 
No. 66. 

^ MniiHW. 

1. AiiiitigH Mohuii Iwtiiiti, ll k. 

2. ,, Sniiaii Ha\ , k i. 

.'h ,, AsliiitoHli Mill a, M A., r. I. 


to clause (h) of unstarred question 

QuHliflcHtiom 

... A a<’iii('r inunHif. 

... A iiyiiiHif itli an cxcrlltMil r(.C‘Li<l an 
a Srt ticiiiriil OfliL'cr. 

An ('On latiijg imiusif 


Appointment and suspension of munsifs. 

66. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) With rtJerence to my unstarr(‘d 
(|uest!on No. ()0, asked at the meeting of tlie Council on 29th August, 
1921, will th(‘ Ilon’ble the MemlxM* in (diargi' of the Judicial Depart- 
ment be phnised to state whether he is aware that some of the provisions 
of Act Nil of 1887 have grown obsolete? 

(h) Will tlje Tlon’ble the Member be ]>lea.sed to state — * 

(/) the number of officiating appointnu'nts of munsifs in Bengal 
made by District dudges acting under Act XII of 1887 
during the last lb xears; and 

(//) the number of sus|XMisions of munsifs in Bengal under Act XII 
of 1887 by District Judges dining the last lb years? 

(c) Will the Ilon’ble the MciuIkm' be jdeased to state whether he is 
fiw’are that IX^putv Magistrates are not liable to suspensions by 
District Magistrates under the Bengal Regulation IX of 1833 P 

The Hon’bie Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM; (a) Yes. 

(h) (0 Six. 

(ii) None. * 

(c) Yes. 
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Khulna distms. 

* 

^7. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: ( /) Will tho ITpn hie 

the Member in char^^e of the IV|n\rtinent of H(‘^etlue iliuml Hevemie> 
be pleased to lay on the table* a statement sho^^ln^ tin* measareH \inder- 
taken b) relieve the di'^tiess of the- famitH'-striekeTi jn-ople in Khulna 
District? 

(h) What is the te)tal area and jmpulation affecte'd? 

(r) What is the present situation in le^ard to tin* scared \ and the 
effect on it of the relief oj^eration ? 


4 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE | LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(n) Copies of file I’less y''iinninniii/tii x. iliileil llie Ulllli . I line iiinl '.Mtli 
Aiiffiist, lilUM, plioeil on the lihniix tatile will show the nieasiifes iimlei- 
tiikeii to relieie the distress IC iri.lKXt hiis heeii swih tioiied up to date 
for frratiiitoiis relief and lU. r.d.ttOd for disl nhiit ion as airrn iilinranoaiis. 

(h) When the distress was at its heie-hl the aiea and popidalnin 
affeeted were ahoilt 250 sipiaie miles and |.5,(«'0. lespeeliveli 

fO The eondilion of the st;,ndin>r eiops is lep.iled to he laimnahh- 
The niiKin |iaddv, whic h is the pi ineipal crop. ise\|H'iled loh. haive.ted 
l,y tlie middle of Deeemi.er Helmf measiiies adopted hi loivc.rii- 
nieiit. the District Itoaid and pin. He orra n nat ions, w heh have idre.iih 
alleviated the distress eonsidei ahU , will he eontiniied till that lime. 

It is understood that the Khulna Fan Helief Committee Is elosiiiK 

most of its opeiatioiis at the end of this month. 


Training of cultivators in improved agricuKure. 


68. Babu JOCENDRA NATH ROY: ( -> W II th. ll -. 1, 1, ih. 

Minister in ehar,m of the Depaitmeiit of .\^i,ii .ure 

Uiral Department to lirin^r to the doors of V' ' V ; I" 

of the researehes and ex,H.rime„ts .a.ned on ,n the t.overn.m nt arnn . 

(h) Are t.hn Ooveriimeiit eoiisidei inp- the dcwii.ihilili " ' j 

inp itinerant demonstrators to demonstrate to the^ eiil.ivators in .tn 
interior the results of the scientific iij?riru tuns. 


The Hon'blo the Havvab 8AIYID NAVtfAB ALI CHAUOHURL 

Kh«t BM-ur: (ID The chief tnns are 

researches and exjrenments earn ^uniinarisml os follows 

brought homo to cultivators nia> be bn 

(/) The establishment of District Agricultural Farm*. ^ ^ 



1*20 


QUESTIONS. 


[22nd Nov. 


(2) The eHtablishment of seed stores for the sale of improved agri- 
cultural appliances, improved seeds, fertilisers, and insecticides, etc. 

(.>) The formation of small agricultural associations composed*^ of 
practical agriculturists for small arej\s, for the purposes of testing and 
adjudicating on the improvements suggested by the Agricultural Depart- 
ment, of discussing their successes and failures with each other and of 
bringing to the notice of the officers of that department their needs 
and wishes. , 

(4) The establishment by such agencies as (biirt of Wards estates, 
Government Khas Mahals and private zamindars of small seed and 
demonstration farms or plots where agricultural improvements can be 
demonstrated. 

(/)) The w’ork of the district agricultuial officers and demonstrators 
of the department. Ilie main duties of these officers* are to get the 
<’ultivators interested in agricultural im])rov(‘me!its by iK'rsoiial discus- 
sion and visual demotistration. Th<‘y show the p<*opl(‘ in their own 
fields and on dem(mHtration farms tin* advanbiges of improved varieties 
of crops and new mainires and suggest remedies for crojvdiseases, 
insect-iK'sts, etc., lliey are also responsible for organising village 
agricultural associations and seed stores which play an imj>ortant 
l)art in introducing agricultural improvements of proved efficaty among 
the cultivators. 

((!) The apj)ointment (as a tem]K>rary and exi>erimental measure) 
(tf a travelling agricultural officer who will lecture on practical agri- 
cultural matters with the aid of lantern slides. 

(/>) (Government have uc(‘e[>ted the principle that more demonstra- 
tors are re(|uir(‘d, but the number of a]>|K)intments is limited by the 
lack of funds. Tt is the aim of Government ultimately to apiK’rint a 
demonstrator for each isdice-station in Itengal. ‘ 


Dacoa-Aricfia railway project. 

69. Babu JOCENDRA NATH ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in (diarge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the committee appointed to consider the 
Dacca-Aricha railway project has not yet met? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be plea.sed to state when the 
n'i>ort of the committee is likely to be out ? 

MINISTER in ohirgoof DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (tha 
Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab All Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur): 

(a) No, this is not the fact. *The committee has met from time to time. 

(h) The report of the committee has just been received. 
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The Calcutta Municipal Bill. 


in 


MINISTER inchargeof DEPARTMENT ef LOCAL SELF-COVERN. 

MENT (the Hon^ble Sir Surendra Nath Baner|ea): 1 ..v. th, 

Sion of the House to intrcKiuce this Hill to aineiul the (^aeiuta ^Unuvnml 
Act— Act III of 1889. An ameiHlinenl of the Caleiitta Munidji^a Ad 
has long been overdue. Looking to the history of muniripal legi.sla- 
tion It would apiieai^ that ordinarily the life of a ('aleutta Muinr,,ml Ait 
did not in the jmst extend hexeiid 11 oi iti Nears. Tlie Aet id IS7(1 nnun 
revised in 1888, and that of 1888 in 18<Mh‘ The tact denoio.st rates the 
solicitude of the Legislature to keep pa.'e with the admimslrativ,. 
requirements if not the politictil needs of this great eity. It was m (he 
year 18<C) that the Calcutta Corj»oiatiou wjis i'oust it uteil ujKUi a repie- 
sentative basis, ^(wo-thirds of the members being elected and uiie-thinl 
nominated. That was a notable e\ent in the annals (.f t'alcutta. a id 
leller day in the evolutitm of our (unk' life, and it has borm‘ gohhm 
fruits. I was a member of the (\)i*poration in 187t) and my recidlect- 
tions of that hod\ are fredi and distinct. Tliert‘ was no non-c(>*)jn‘ra- 
tioii in thos(‘ days; and the most illustiious sons of Hengal. !no\ed as it 
by a spontaneous and (tvei wlndnimg iiiipulse, were draw n ti» wiilnn tin* 
sacred ]irecincts of this luddi* temple (d cinm* fr(‘edoin Knst(» Das I’al, 
Rajendra* Lai Mittiu, Kiislma Molian HamujiM. Digamhar Mittei, 
Shyama (’haraii Sarkai ailorned tin* hem hes of th(‘ ( 'oi )>orati<»!i , with 
them were associated Noungei men, unknown to tame hut inspin-d with 
the feivour of their civic spiiit. Th<*\ aie now. alas! all (haul ami 
gone. Tw’o alone survive, vour liumhle servant addiessing vou on this 
occasion and Hahu Kalinatli Mitt<‘r. no longer \oung. hnt still retain- 
ing that sui>erl> iiitellectualit \ whuh was tin* ricli ]>osHi*sHH>n »if his 
>outh. There wiue two distinguished memheis of tlie ('ivil Sei\ne 
who pre.suied over th«‘ deliberations of the Coi jsuat ion ami gnnli'd its 
jMiliey and its measures. Not tlie leu'-t dmtiiiguished aim)ng llieiu was 
the late Sir IIenr\ llanison I lejcuce t/o have this (q)jH>rtunit\ (d 
paying the tribute of m\ resjx'ct and admnatnm tn tin* rmunoiN uf an 
honoured friend, whose services, I fear, have not been suflii uoit I v 
recognized. Sir Henry HuTrison was a prim e among men \ nrivull**d 
in debate, incomparable in his grasp of prinrij)h‘s ami in his ma.ster\ 
of the details of iiiunicijjal administration, he anticqnited with tlie 
insight of a statesman and the vision of a .seer that etpiality «tf status 
between all classes of His Majesty’s suhjerds in Imlia, which is now the 
acce]>ted ix>lioy of the (loveriiment and the .*Mdtle<l altitude of the Luro- 
l>ean community in India. It is a jdea'^urc and a privilege to Ih» able 
to recall tbo.se days and refresh oneself with their grateful and stimulat- 
ing memories. But let us jirof'eed. The new (V)rjw>rat)on liiUH ron- 
stituted upon a popular bivsis and re-enforce<l by tlie patriotn- devotion 
the good and the true in the land proved in the jmlgment of tbrne 
nioet competent to decide, a great and a conspicuous HuecesH; and it waa 
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accordingly projwsed to extend the sphere of its ojierations. The time 
for the revision of the Act soon drew near, and when it wa^ revised in 
1888 yie Suburbs were included within the Calcutta municipal a|!ea. 
The measure gave rise to some little agitation, but the boon was soon 
recognized. The Act thus revised remained in force till 1899 when a 
further revision took place involving constitutional changes of the 
utmost moment. EfbcjcMi^y had now become the watchword of the hour, 
and the changes whicli were proj>osed and which were eventually carried 
out were dictated by that consideiatioii, and that consideration alone. 
No one associated with the work of a<lministration in any shajie or form 
as I am, or resiionsihle tor it (o any extent, as sou aie, (an afford to 
und(*r-estiinate th(‘ value of efficiency. But at tlie same time it is 
|H)Hsible to exiiggerate iis imjKutanee and to owrlook considerations 
which hav(‘ a sjM*eial hearing u[)on the (jnestion of lawal Self-Covem- 
imuit in India, ddie great found(*r of Local SelMlovernment, Lord 
Itijion, observed in his resolution of the 181 h May, 1882, in which the 
basi(‘ j)rineij)l(*s of the system were laid down, that the institutions of 
Local Self-dovernmeiii w'cre ehieflly to he valued as instruments of 
])opulur and jxilitieaf education, lie, ind(‘ed, fully anticijiated a tem- 
jKH'ary falling off' in resjK*et of effieieney, but be probably felt with 
Sir fleiiry ('amphell-Bannerman that gocnl government w'as no suhsti- 
1ul(^ for self-government. Speaking of effieien(*y as an admihistrative 
iaetor. Lord Morl(*y, then Mr. Morley, observed from his place in the 
House ol (’ominous, I think it W'as in the year l!)(lb: “ We are too aj>t 
to place ellleicficN in the forelront of our admiiiislrati\(* ideals, and it 
our (roveniinent in India were a trifling less efficient it would ]H‘r]iai>s 
be a little more iKipular.” And I may add, if 1 may without irreverence 
that in the long run ]M)pularity must ensure effieieney by (‘iilisting public 
opinion and sc('uring its moral sujijxirt in aid of the (Tovernment, for 
we cannot overlook the fact that in these days public opinionjs the bul- 
wark of States and Thrones. 

Jlow'cviM' that may l)e, in the name and in the interests of effieienev 
drastic changes w'cre engratted upon the muuirii>al system of Ualcutta 
W’liieli in one seiist' revolutionized it; and we are now' called ujxm to 
r<‘eoiisid('r th(*in in th(‘ liglit of modern conditions and tlie new recpiire- 
menU wdiieli British statesmanship has emited in India and which for 
all time to comt* will ((uistitute its proudest moiiuineiit. 

The changes made by the Act of 1899, to which I have referred, 
involved a substantial reduction of popular authority in the Corpora- 
tion. The elected element was reduced from two-tliirds to one-half, 
and the (’oriKuation was divested of its suprt'me authority by the crea- 
tion of co-ordinate bodies. As might have Ihhui exjiected, changes so 
fundiuneiital, so oi>posed to the growing ix)pular sentiment, evoked 
bitter controversy and gave rise to an agitation which, so far as munici- 
pal matters w'eit» concerned,* was without a parallel in the history of 
our city. Twenty-eight Munici{xil (^s)iumissioners, including several 
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prominent members, resigned their seats, and for some time, the lead- 
ing Indiaii citizens of Calcutta abstained from all ixirtu ijxUit.n in our 
raiyiicipal affairs. The situation was not lielpful to the t ivic intert'sts 
of the town, and in 1913 the Government felt constrained to c<msi«ier 
the question of a revision of tlu' Act. A Bill to aineml tin* Act was 
introduced into this Council in 1917. It was. howt‘ver, withdrawn m 
1919 at the instaiue of the (diamlu*! of (\»inmerce and othci piibln 
bodies, and mainly on the ground that ;is the Kcfoiins soon U* 

in oiM*ration, a (lU^stion of this magnitude ami inqiortancc shouhl U* 
left t-o the Iteforined (\>iincil to lieal with. It was a di'cision whnli 
))ubli(* opinion approved. And w(‘ an* here to-da\ to gi\<* cflet t tt> it 
In a luatter of this inq>oFtance 1 f(*lt it m\ <lut\ to consult i>uhln 
ojiitiiioii at the earli(\st ojijxutunitv . and <*veii hefojc t.ln* Hill was 
framed. It w’as indeed a departuic, hut it struck nu* fh.it it was a 


deiKirture in th^ right dirhction and that a consultation at an i*ail> stag*' 
with the rej>resen tnt 1 ves oi tin* different .si*(‘tions of the coniniunit\ 
would 1m* heljdul to tin* solution of flu* im|M)itant issu<*s jn\ol\*‘d 
Accordingly 1 invited in .March last a rcprcscntat i\ c ConfoiciTcc* of 
KuroiK'ans and Indians, of ofhmaK and non-ofllc iaTs. to discuss the con- 
stitutional feature of tin* ])roi) 0 '>cd Ic^-islatioii 'I’lic ( 'onfm cmc met mi 
the Sth and again on tlie llth Mnnli last, ami the Hill now l.cfoic \ou 
follows fn its main outlines the n‘('oniniemlat ions of tlie ('onlcrmoc 

Before dealing with the constitutional proMsions of the Hill, let im* 
call vour attention to a small extension (»f the niunicij>al aiea winch 


IS coiitemi>lated. M'e i>ro}K»sc to inclmle a small aica in 'rollvgunge, if 
\ou approve^of the sections relating to this mutter, within the muni.i- 
pal limits of Calcutta. The leason lor it m ilneflN sanitar\ . The aiea 
IS small and its sanitary condition is so nrisat isfai loi \ tliat the onU 
remedy left seemed H> he to bung it within the jurisdiction of the 
Calcutta yoriKiratioii und the seojK* of its Hanitar\ oiH-rat ions. Again 
and again has the Tidlvgunge Munu ipalit> been mldn*ssed mi the suh|‘'<-l. 
but to no puriKi.se. To guard against an> i»o>sil>lc l.>ss levcnuc who h 
the Tollvgunge Municipality max sufb*! h> the cx. lumoi. of th..s aiea. 
the Bill provides that for ten vears a sum e<iuixalent to tl.r nett revenue 
which it derives from this pled of land shouhl he imoh* ^-ood to it hv the 
Corporation. There were further proposals imole hv tin* (oriNUalion 
for the inolusiou of a considerable aiea in the Suhnrb^, (onsisting of 
Cossipore-Chitpur, Muniktala, (iard«*ri Keuch. ami some other outlvini^ 
municipal area.s within the limits of CaliuitU. I ;;;vHe<i the ( hairmen 
and Vice-Chairmen of these Municii>alit.es to the (.onfen*nce o which 
I have referred and I ascertained from them that tliey and their con- 
stituencies were entirely opposed to this change explained to them 
at the Conference and I retreat what I then said that the Government 
would not favour the.so changes if they went wholly and decis v d> 
against the wi.shes of the l>eople concerned. I have some knowledge 
of the efferve.scence of feeling which is apt to lie caused hv aiteruHon. 
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in boundaries made against jxjpular wishes. 1 ielt that in view of the 
of)fK)sition that was offered, we should abandon the proposals |fiit forward 
by the Cor|X)ration save in <resj)ect of the small area in the Tolly gunge 
Municipality which I have already mentioned. 

The Bill may be divided into two parts, constitutional and adminis- 
trative. One of the main objects of the Bill is to place the municipal 
administration of (Calcutta on a line with the newly inaugurated 
Reforms. You cannot have an advanced modern system at the top 
with medifpval formula* working vigorously at the bottom. You cannot 
have a golden turret mounted on a decaying and crumbling edifice. 
Our self-goveining institutions must form a comjKict, consistent and 
liarmonioiiH whole. The different paits must fit into and be adapted 
to one another, acting and re-acting ujK)n one another and strengthen- 
ing one another by their mutual interaction. The Bill represents the 
first tangible effort to carry out the mandate of Parliament in regard 
to our local affairs, so that our growing j)arliara(‘ntarv system, which 
in the fulness of its develojunent , will j>lace us amongst the self-govern- 
ing States of the British Kmjnre, may draw its inspiration and its 
vitalising influence from our hical institutions. Sir, we are on the 
ihn‘shold of a great task, and the ('alcutta Municipal Bill will be the 
first of a seri(‘s of similar jirojects of law whose aim and object will be 
to liberalise our local bodies, and jdace tliem in {onfomiity with the 
spirit and essence of the Reforms. It is the intention of (rovernment 
b) follow up this Bill by the amendment of the Bengal Municipal Act 
and the Bengal Local Self-(rovernnient Act. both ol which are anti- 
quated, and MiH'cially the latter, and run on somewhat obsolete lines. 
It is unn(*cessarv for me to say that if the Reforms are to succeed our 
local institutions must be strengthened at the base. “ Municipal insti- 
tutions.” observed Mr. (iladstone, ” are the seed-plots uikui w’hich and 
around wliicdi are developed tho.se habits of thought and that temper 
of mind which lonstitute the noblest heritage of a nation.” They form 
the basic foundation of all parliamentary sy>tems. The Montugu-Lhelms- 
ford Rei>ort recognises them as a jMirt of the Reforms; for the Rejwt 
recomnu'iids that local luMlies should, so far lus jKissible, be placed under 
|)opiilur contnd. This Bill seeks io give effect to this recommendation, 
80 far us the ('orjHiration of (Silent ta is concerned. 

I now priK'eed to deni with the principles underlying the constitu- 
tional eJaiises. Under the provisnms of the Bill the number of members 
of the rorjxiration has hwii raised from 50 to 80. This is in accord- 
ance with the reeommendation of the Uorixiration and has been endorsed 
by the representative (Vmference which I invited to d scuss the con- 
stitutional features of the Bill, The numlier of Commis.sioners fixed 
by tile Act of 1870 was 75, and this number continued till 1899, when 
it was reduced to 50. The increase in the number provided in tbe Bill 
has a value all its own. It ii» an advance towards the demooratixation 
of the Corixiration. It means a wider representation of the citiBen.s of 
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C^cutta an.! of the..- mult.fanous .nioresta i„ tlu- povernmem of »he 
Cl^. It ^eans the creation of an orjrau of (government for the a.imin- 
islratlon of the city more trnl> reflect, n,r the voice ami sense pf the 
community than had ever existed before. 


But important as the increase in nunilH^r nmv Ih‘. far int.re 
important is the determination of the proiKirtion of the coiisutuent 
elements comprising it. There could be no more dimcult or dolieate j>ro^ 
blem than the adjustment of the different interests m the gnvnnmg 
body of the city with the fullest jn.stice to all. dominated i>v the spint 
of the new policy which seeks to vest rt'al jH)\\er, subject to the nei es. 
sary safeguards, in the hands of tlie n^presentut i\ es of the rate-pavcis 
Tf the new jHilicy demands, as indeed it does, that siijnenn* 4 iii(liority 
should belong to the iXMiple, then it l(dlo\N«s that their elr. ted lepresen- 
tatives should ^iiide and, control the counsels of the Cor|H)ratu»n. and 
that they should he in a clear and dta isue majoiit\ Thc\#aie not so 
now. We have, in pursuance of this j)olic\. pmvided in tlie Hill th.it 
nine-tenths of the meinhers of the ('oiiK)iation should lu* ehateikhx the 
different coiistitinuicies, neailx thiee-fouiths heing-elected hv the general 
(deetorate. Hie ('onference HMainiinended that ffiiir-fifths of the inetnlM*rs 
should be elected. AVc have gone Im'noihI this reconunendat ion d’he 
figures gre as follows 


(1) Bn th(‘ general (dc'ctorate (including 

Muhainniadaii rc*jM'esentati\es f)5 

(2) By the ('hamlier ot (’oniinerce (J 

(3) * By the Trades Association 4 

(4) By the Pori (’oinmissiom‘rs 2 

(5) By the C'orporaiion ( AldcTimui ) U 

(0) By the Government 8 


Total 80 


It will be seen from the ahove that the (io\ernment nominations 
have been reduced from 15, under the <‘Msting law, to S uridcT tiie Hill; 
that the general electorate, which at jneseiit returns 2^5 mcmlKUs, will 
elect 55, moie than ilouble tlie exist ing numlsT, and that all the elec- 
torates put together, which now return 35 memhc’rs, will c*h*c’l 72, uluf li 
again is double the existing numlM*r. 1 claim that this represents a 
considerable advance tc^waids the* Iibcualizatnm t>f tlie (\)r]H»ratiorj. 

Now let us examine the different ehunents <-onstituting the new 
(airporation somewhat more closel\ The first jK>int which will attract 
attention and which is a novel and notable features of the Hill is the 
creation of Aldermen. Here again we follow the recommendation of 
the Corporation supported by the (Vmferetice and sanctioned by Knglish 
precedent; and the wisdom of it is apjiarent. There must aJways in 
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a community men who by their temperament and the habits of a life- 
time would be unwillinjif to face the trouble and the risks of popular 
electioy, but whose presence in the Corporation would enhance j^ts 
dif^nity and whose counsels would add to its delil^erative strength. I 
could almost name {x^rsons in our community who would answer this 
description, but i)ersonal references are unnecessary to add to the weight 
of this argunieni which stamls confirmed by the nifjst obvious (wisidera- 
tions. Sucb iikmi should find a place in tlie (/()rfK)ration, and a system 
of co-ojition by a limited and select constituency, such as the elected 
and TKjmiimied members of the ( or|M)ration would secure this end. 

1 now come to the (jue.stion of KurojH‘an rei>rcsenlation. Here we 
follow th(‘ syst(*m which has ]>eeTi in vogue‘since the Act of ISTG. The 
(vhamber of (hmimerca*, the Trades Association and the Port C'ommis- 
siomu's, whi<di are maitily Kurop(‘an constituencies, will continue as 
before to n‘lurn members to the (Virporation. It will flirt h(‘r be oj)en 
to th(‘ general electorate in any Ward, es[>(‘cially in the Kiirojican 
Wards, to elect J^uropean members for the (’orj)oration. It may, per- 
haps, be urged that this amounts to a special treatment (d tin* luiro^iean 
community. But the Muhammadan community are treated in the 
same way, and seats are r(*.served for them tx) secure an adeijuate r(*i)re- 
sentation of tlu'ir interests. Nor should the fact Ik* ov(‘rlook(‘d that 
European ent(‘rprise has had a large share in tin* dev(*]o])nn‘nt‘ of ('al- 
cutta and that the Kuro}H*an communitv have a great stake* in the 
pros|K*rity of the city. 1’he details of the sch(*me providing for Kuro- 
jK*an representation embodieel in tlie Bill arc* in accordance* with the* 
rec'ommendation of the* ( 'oriM>ratie)n and were unanimousry supjioilc'd 
by the (Ninfe'rencc* which consisted e*f Kurogx'an anel Indian nn'mlnus. 

1 now come te> the* very diflicult and dc*licate epiestion of Muham- 
madan reprevsentat ion. It must be admitted that the Muhammadan 
community is not represen t<‘d on the ( x)r|M>ratJon as it shouy be and 
in a manner commensurate with its influence and its imjx>rtanee<*. This 
is a state of things which sliould be remedieel on the principle of equal 
justii'C to ail jiarties which is the recognizc*d jHiliev of the (Tovernment. 
We* have, therefore, providc'd in the Bill that thc*re should Ik* a mini- 
mum nunilK*r of seats to be reserved for the Muhammadan ('ommunity. 
What is that number to beV And here 1 dc*sire to apply the principle 
which is follow'ed by (lovernment in the nomination of municij>al com- 
missioners in the miifjussal. It is a triple formula that we adopt. It 
has wa>rked w'ell in the mufassal and has given satisfaction to the 
Muhammadan community. The voting strength, the rating strength, 
the numerical strength of the local iluhammadan residents in proixir- 
tiou to the whede community entor into the calculation and detemine 
the number of Muhammadan members to Ik* nominated by the Govern- 
ment in any given municipality. We ascertain the sum total of the 
rates paid by the Muhammadan community, the numljer of Muham- 
madan voters and residents as eompured to the whole, and fix the number 
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of nominated Commissioners iijxm Inisis. -Cpi>l\in}; llus principle 
we should have in the Cahnitta ('ori»oratu>ii a little over lU seats for 
th^ Muhammadan community. We have teverved for them l.'i seats — 
a number slightly in excess of that to \\hi<‘h they are entitled in accord- 
ance with the calculation to whudi 1 have reft‘rn‘d. It i^ sliglitly less 
than one-third ot the seats in the general electoiate 'riieie aie some 
other facts in this connection which I feel 1 should ]>lace hefi>ie tht‘ 
House. The figures of the Li's! twidse \eais from iDlU-ll to 
show that the Mul* ammadan communit\ never liad tnoie than o meinheis 
on tlie (VirjKiratioii : and in the* llill of litl7 the numlx'r of scat'> iescr\*‘d 
for the Muliammadan community was ft. d'he ( ’onft*rence h\ a majont\ 
fixed the niimlHU' at 11. We have leserved Id seat'* I ^ \entnre t4i 

submit, Sir, that the ri*pit‘sciitation (d the Muhammadan t4»mmunily 
which we have provided is fanl\ stioiig and is in e\(a‘ss of an\ thing 
they had lie fore. ^ 

Now’ flow are the'^c- ‘^I'af'* to he filled H\ 4‘omniunal rt'iMcscnt.ilum 
or through a gimm-al (‘h'ctorate of a mixed character <onsisting of 
Hindus anil Muhamnnuhtns and nuunhers (»f otl^er ciunmun it n“< I he 
Hill provides for the latti'r. d he Hill emliodies the views nf the <fo\ern> 
ment as a wholi*. ddie argument^ against the introduction of the com- 
munal s\stcm aic to m\ miml 4im\ ir-i mg, ami 1 am •'Urc tlie\ will 

ajijxnir^so to thi‘ (’ouncil wlnm 1 ha\c ha<l the op|Mntnnit\ of stating 
them. 1 op]H»''C communal icpicsentatioti (»n ]>n!H i pic l',v(‘i > h»\oi 
of his coiinti’N HHi'''t do so Iml aic wc hc!«* 1(»? W hat i*- one i>f 

the j>iimar\ dutH‘''--' the mam dut\. niigiit 1 not add t<» w Im h tin- 
(Council has* to addres. itself ^ Wc aic Inn- to cnsinc the su, cess ol the 
Ueiorms, to secuie i omjdete sdl-gos enmieiit . lulnimatmg, as 1 li(»|»e it 
will in the fulness ot time, in the uphuildmg «d a united Indian nation- 
aJitv. It this Im' the right coma‘i>tion of our fundamental rluty here, 
and 1 ca«m()t think that it could he otl.erwisc. tlicn it is ohvious that 
It is inciimheiit upon u^- t(» ii-ist anx jnoiH.sal which may interfere with 
the growth of Indian nalionhoo.l (’ommimal lepiescntation certamly 
does so; and therefoie we should not have il It diM.les onr .om- 
munity into wat-i-r-tight eomi>ai t iiients and makes iis think am ait 

11 .S i>iiilisaiis and not a-' <'ilizfn'. a^ lliinln'- ni M nli.iiniii.u .in'! c>i 

('hristians, not as Jn.l.an^. an.l .1 n.n-t tln-Md,,... intrrloM- «itl, U.n 
nvnlution of tl.at citiz.n, s,,int «l,nW is tin- fun.lainnntal ron.lilion nf 
nationlKKid. la-t us licar wlial the authors of thn Jtoforni S- l..-nw liavr 
got to say about the uiattor. The Mo.ita,.M.-('.l,el.nsford lle,..rt 
observes : — 


Indian lovers of their rountry »ou)d be Die first to admit that 
have not vet acquired the citizen Hpirit, and if ue are rea % * . ...,,.,1.. 

Kovernment, wo must do all that we ,s.„ibly -an to call it forth in 1--^ 

Division by creents and classes ...cans the creal.on of ,K.h<- '“"’P* 

against end. other, and teaches men to think as partisan. 
and it is difficult to see how the i liange from tins system > n* wna 
fcion 16 ever to occur. 
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And again : — 

We regard any syMtem of fNiinmunal electorates, therefore, as a very serious 
hindrance to the development of the self-governing principle. The evils of ally 
extension of the system are plain. 

In their own intereKts, I w’oulfl ask the representatives of the 
Muhaminadnn oornnninity to discourage the system. Its effects, moral 
and inutcrial, arc baneful. Again I quote the Mqntagu-Chelmsford 
Rejiort : — 

A niinonty which is given s{muiuI representation owing Ut its weak and backward 
staU^ )H p<jsitiv<>ly encouraged to settle down into a ft^eling of satisfied security; 
it is under no indiicennuii to educate and qualify itself to make gooii the ground 
which it has lost’ e<inipared witli the stronger majority. On tlie other liand, the 
latter will l>c tempted to feel that they have done all they need do for their weaker 
fellow eounti;vmen, and that they are free to use their power for their own purjxiscs. 
The give-and-take which is the essence of political life is lacking There is no 
rnducenient to the one side to forbear, or to tfie other to exert itself. 

Ilut apart froiii the (pichtion of principli', tlic sy.stem would he an 
innovation in the municipal legislation of the Province. It is a new 
thing, lorcign to our municipal system which has grown during tlic 
last titty years without the adventitious aid ol coimnunal representa- 
tion. Despite all its faults and failings, it has attained a measure of 
success winch is full of promise for tlie futuie. Should w’l' then make 
' tins IK'W dejiarture? The matter reijUiies th<‘ most careful considera- 
tion. The gravity of tlie pioblem is enhanced by tin* eonsidm'ation 
that if it IS adopted in the municijial system id (’alcutta, it will have to 
l)C extmided in tlu' near fuluie to the mufassal municijialitie^ and 
jH^rhaps to th(‘ Distiict lloarihs oi the Province; and the amendment of 
the llengal MuiiK'ijial Act is imminent and that of the Tiocal Sidf- 
(lovmnmeiit Act is not distant. ^ ou cannot, ludf'ed, stop with com- 
munal I'i'prcsentation in the Calcutta Corporation. You will have to 
extend it to the local liodies ouside the capital. You will lie driven to 
it by the growing strength of ueiumnlatiug forces winch you will not 
Im* alile to resist, if you do not resist them now. One ste|> will lead to 
another. One juecedent awII prejiare the Avay for another, and thcvse 
are precedents not indeed broadening the bounds of freedom, but mak- 
ing for narrowness and restriction. I ask — Is tlie Hou.se prejxired to 
iM>mmit itself to tliis grave and fumlamental eliaiige fraug’ht with 
conseijuences, which it is imjK>ssil>ie to iuitiici|>ate V Let the House 
IMUise and consider, I rememlier t<» have had a conversation with the 
late Sir Kdward Haker Avhen he was Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal 
almost immediately after the introduction of the MinUeMorley scheme, 
and he said : — 

The adoption of communal rcpres<'ntatioti for the mufasaal municipalities of 
Iknigal is unthinkable. 
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And Sir Edward Baker was ho mean authority on muiiicii)al affairs. 
For 8omi> years he was Secretary to the Muiiiciiiul lK*|Hirtim*ut in 
Bgngal, and was in charge of the CnlcuttatMuiiicipal Bill whu h is now 
the law in force and which he helloed, so far as he ci»iild. to lilferaliBo. 

There might have heen soiiiV show of reason foi ('oniinunal 
sentation, if we could not devise a method ftu ihe tdTective repiestoita- 
tion of the Muhammadan community. But wt* ha^e heen uhle tt* <lo so 
by reserving a minimum numlu'r of seat'H loi them, ami I tlaim. ami 
I think the Ilou.'^e will agiee with me. that it i" a hetUT methoii of 
representation than aii> that th(‘ (-oiumunal ‘'\*'tt*m could pio\ide. 1 lu* 
member returned b\ the mixed electoiati‘s Mould sliaie the contuleiue 
of both Tlindus and ]Nf uhainmadaiis. and it i'^ vci n oi)\ lou^ that he 
cannot be either a Hindu or a Muhammadan i*Nticmi‘'t. Itii aiiN idtuiient 
of fanaticism would dejuivi' him of tlu* \otes of the one oi othei ‘.eetion 
of his electors.* Do \ou want extiemists oi men td moderate \ lew > in tlie 
('alcutta (‘oi ]K)i'iit ion , men who would make out hn ;d botfii'N woith\ 
adjuncts to the Itebumed ('<uinciU and a suitable tiainnit: giound lor 
tlie futuie legislatois of* tht* IboNinee' 1 et the ( ouncil an*fN'ei 1 
have 11(1 doubt a'' to what th(* an'^wm will bi‘. 

Theie Is a \et tuither and to m\ mind a conMncing aigument from 
the Muhammadan point of Mew in faNour of the mixed ideetoiates tliut 
we yu'o^Mise. It the Muhammadan «ommunit\ had communal it*pn‘« 
sentation, th(‘\ must, so lar as th«‘ ele* tioiis aie c(*n(eined, l>e satisfitMl 
with the Id seats lescived toi tluun . t(u tlie> ( ould not stand for any 
ward in tlie geneial (dec toiate 'riu^N cannot have communal lepre- 
sentation and at the same time vote in the general <de« toiate If. how- 
ever, thes weM‘ to be returned thiough the giuieial elect(uate bv mixed 
cxmstituencies, the> could stand loi any of tlie waids in the general 
electorate. They would ha%e the Id seats leserved f.ii them /di/- an\ 
seat whiih they might stu ine in the general idei toral<‘ They would 
have no such prosyMM-t before them it they had communal representa- 
tion. Is the community going to he .satisfied with Id seats and no 
more, or have Id seats pJu^ an\ otlu-r whi< h they might Im‘ able to 
capture y Let them decide. Commonseiise and reason dictate that 
the decision .should Vk> in favour of the mixed electoiate in jueference 
to communal reyrreseritatiori. It might Im* said that this yirosysM t means 
nothing; for the Muhammadan candidates will ne^er he aide to s^wure 
seats in the general electorate. I do rod share this view, I have much 
greater faith in the potentialities of the Muhammadan community. 
What a marvellous progress they have made in ^Bengal and elni^where 
during the last ten vears. Thev are advam ing by leayis and Umnds 
in culture, in enlightenment and in all that makes for yn-ogreHs ; and 
we Hindus, who look forward to a united nationhood, rejoice that M 
should be so. Tx't not the y>ast in this matter blind us to the prospect 
of the future. And those prosyM^cts are, -ho far as represents ion in the 
Calcutta Corporation is concerned, are far brighter now than they ever 
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were by a chan^^e which we provided in the Bill. The voting qualifica- 
tion is to be reduced from Rs. 24 U) lls. 12. This will qualify a large 
number of Muhammadan rate-payers, considerably in excess of ^be 
number of Ilindu voters who would thus enfranchised. For it is 
notorious that the Hindus are a much richer community than are our 
Muhammadan fellow countrymen. Thus we have a substantial ground 
for hoping tliat the voting strength of the Muhammadan c{)nimunity 
in the general electorate of (’alc.utta will be increased under the i»ro- 
visions of the Bill, (amsiderably in excess of that of the Hindus. 

I now come to the question of the frarudiise. Here again we pro- 
f>ose an advance. Under the existing law the jiayment of Rs. 24 a 
year as rates and taxes is the (lualificatiou for a voter. We have 
reduced it tx) Its. 12. Further, W'e have brought in a large niimW of 
intelligent voters by provii^ing tliatj tlie iMivment of an annual rent 
of Rs. dOO for the occupation of a holding shall lie ii (pialification. 
Both thes(* jirovisions of the Bill were recommemh’d by the Corporation 
and HU]>jM)rted by the ( Vuitenuici* to whicli I havi^ more than once 
refi‘ri(*d. Oik* more change we have inlrodiictd w'hich must be gratj}\- 
ing to (K>puhir sentiment. W(* havi* not altogether done a\\a\ with 
plural voting, but havi* r(‘duc(‘d the numlK*r of pluial \ole.s from II to 
1 in every ward in winch the voter has pro)K‘rty (pialifying toi the vote. 

We now proceed tx> discuss the jKiwers and functions of the^aiithoi- 
ities of the (corporation. Umh'r tiu* pres(*nt law', there* are thfce 
co-ordinate authorities, the (’or|H)ration, the (h*n(*ral Connniiteo, and 
the (duiirman, all exercising indejH*n<h*nt jurisdiction ni their several 
sphere's. The Bill juovides for tlieir abolition and tlie restoration to 
tlio ('oriK)ration of its supn*me authority over munic]|>al affairs. We 
thus revert to the form of municij>al government which juevailed from 
1870 to 18th). The system of co-ordinate authorities wuis 1 k) 1 rowed 
from the Bombay ('orporation wdiert* it has not proved mm h of -x su(*cess. 
If you read the debates prec'eding the enactment of the present law, 
you w'ill find that there w’us the most strenuous ojijxisition offered to 
this change, d’he view of the lea<lers (*f the ojijHisition of 1890 was 
upheld by the verdict of tlie Deientralization ('ommission and lias now 
]>revailed. The (\)r|K)ration will l>e supreme; but it will have the right 
to delegate its jH>wers to Standing and SjH'i iul Committees and to the 
Chairman and to witlnlraw them at its discretion. 

The Bill makes an imixwtaiit change regarding the ixiwers and 
functions of the Chairman and even a more .signal dejxirture in the 
manner of his appointment. The Chairman under the existing law 
exercises a dual function. He is the S|ieaker of the Hou.se, presiding 
over the meetings of the Coqx)ration and of it'i (’ommittees ; he is also 
the head of the FiXecutive. The strain entaih'd by this double func- 
tion has taxed the energies of even the strongest and the most capjible 
among the distinguished men who have from time to time held the 
office of Chairman. It is now proix).sed to seixirate the two offices, and 
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here again we follow the reronnnendution of the Decent rali*ation Com- 
mission. * Both the President and the (’hairinan will now l>e elected by 
tli^ Corporation, the election of the lattc^r Vieinpr subject to lonfinnation 
by Government as in the case of other local bodies. The President will 
be called the Mayor. Whetbei* a growing lonvention wdl designate 
him as Lord Ma\or of C'alcutta and deianute bun with tin* u.smU golden 
chain is in the womb of the liituie. and I will t\ol venture ujhmi a 
pro]>hecy ; but in any case the Bill bas inatle no ]>ro\ ision for his golden 
chain. (Laughter.') The designation of (’airman will disappeai. and 
he will henceforth be calle(l the Chit^f K\(‘euti\e ()illc«‘r, and apart from 
general executive control he will exeicise delegaltal authoiit\, and 
indeiiemlent jiowers onK in »*<‘spr( t ot asst's.Nuieiits ami the j)i eparat ion of 
the electoral roll and the conduit of electoral juoceeding> 


I have no( touihed u|>on tin* administiat ive ]»'oviHions of the Bill. 
W^ith one imjK>rtant aildition, they substantiall\ H‘]>ioduce tjie existing 
law*, subject to such modifications a'< <‘\|M‘Mence and the eMgeuiies of 
new cncumstances baM* neccs'vitated I he addition to wlmli^ 1 huNe 
referred relates to the ]U'o\isions of an emmgent .ilill which the ( o!|KMa- 
tion .submitted to (iosernment and which are embodied in tlie piesent 
Bill. They V(‘st in the Coi |M>rat loti new iKiwers for the inipiioemenl of 
the mi^k suppl\ , the more eH'ei tne piexeiition of food adulteiatmn and 
the eontrolling ami licensing of theaties ami plaees of amusements, 

T do not think 1 siiould be justified in trespassing further uihm. tb« 
ixitience of the House. I baM* tried to exprain the principles of the 
Bill and the mori* inii>oitant i bangcs wbiih it prop.ses h) make in the 
present law. 1 am suic the pioMsions of the Hill w’ill in the main lom- 
ineiid themsidves to the appioNal of the House. 


Sir, may I at this stage be ]H‘rmitt<Ml to sound a iK^rHoiial note'" 
To me •Sir, it is a matter of great iHOsonal grutificat ion that it has 
fallen to mv lot to intrmlm e thm Bill vhn h pro,>oses to restore to my 
native city its lost civic freedom 1 well rememhe the circumstanceH 
wliich led to that uTihapp> consummation. t or I was a memher of t le 
Bengal Legislative Uoum il when tlie Municipal Act wh.eh we are now 
revising was passed. I opi»<-*‘<i c.li/.ens uf ( ah utta 

condemned it. There was a general outiiy against it. But none hf 
less, it was placed on the Statute Book. But, Sir, men amid the: 
darkness of desixair and defeat, and when all hof^e was lost, m> fai 
in the ultimate triumph of the principles of Da al^Self-Hovernmen nmau 
for a moment forso<.k me. I believeel in the justice of British rule, am 
despite its lapses, in its steadily growing progrcHsivo tendencies 
Above all, mv faith was unshaken and unshakable in the dis,>ens. 
tions of a God of Kighteousness. shaping and moulding the dest n ei 
of nations, leading them upwards and onwanls in His own inscrutahl 
way, through defeat and disivster, to a higher plane of 
€Kiualitv. Animated bv this faith, I used language amid the rlosin^ 
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scenes of the debate on the fateful day when this Act was passed which 
I desire, with the leave of the House, to repeat, I said; — 

Sir, moii earnestly and mo^ emphatically do' I renounce all responsibiHty 
in connection with this measure ; and I will continue to live in the hope, the trust 
and the confidence, based upon my unswer/ing faith in the dispensationa of a 
Ood of Righteousness — I will live in the hope and the trust that better days are 
yet in store for my native land, that the wisdom of the past will soon be vindicated, 
and that the inestimate boon of Local Self-Government will, within a measurable, 
distance of time, be restored to the city of my birth, the home of niy sires, the 
destined home of my children and my cl- Idren’s children, round which cluster my 
dearest^ fondest and tenderest. associations. 

Tlu‘8e wore my last words mi the 27th Soptornber, 1(S99. Twenty- 
two years Lave eoine and gone. I expressed tlie hope and I ventured 
to indulge in the luedietion that the ine.stimuhle boon of Local Self- 
Govemmeni would within a measurable distance of time be restored to 
the city of my birth. The time has come. The day has arrived. I 
have lived to see it. I thank (jod on my knees. I will not cry nunc 
dnmtiii for 1 feci that my work in life is not yet over. But 1 claim 
that the faith that wim in me (and which stifl glows with an inextin- 
guishable flaiiH*) has been justified by the proceedings of to-day. May 
that faith jieneiratc among the millions of my countrymen and inspire 
them with the patience and the jmssion to w'ork on const itutionaJ lines, 
without distiirhaiK'o, without dislocation of the existing social and 
political mucliiiuuy, for the attainment of tliat freedom which has been 
guaranteed to us by our Sovereign and tin* Parliament of the United 
Kingdom and which under the Piovideiice of (iod is our destincil inherits 
ance in the evolution of the human race. 

The Ualcuttn Municiptd Bill wliicli I have introduced is an object- 
lesson in patience and in the tiiumph of the sjunt of jiatieucc. which 
a stndion of my countrymen may well jirofit by. AVe have waited long. 
We have waited for nearly a (juarter of a century. But we have waited 
in the firm conviction that the cause of justice and liberty must ulti- 
mately prevail. And now', the clouds have rolled away, and from amid 
the deep and depressing gloom w'hich overwhelmed us and oppressed 
our souls in the closing year of the lust (eiitury, there has emerged the 
sunlight of hope which, if the House so ilcsiies and wills, will, I am 
sure, fructify not only in the le-establishment , hut the enlargement on 
abroad and enduring basis of our ancient civic freedom, thus setting 
an extunple of municipal .self-government to the rest of India, and 
pointing out, as if with the index-finger, the future of our local insti- 
tutions w^hich, following the precedent of Unh utta and free to work out 
their destinies, wdll be the nurseries of our public life, strengthening, 
fostering, developing among us and around us that citijsen spirit, which 
is the truest safeguard and the strongest bulwark of aJl parliamentary 
systems. ^ 

With these words, I l)eg to introduce the Bill. 
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After the Hoii’ble Sir Suremlra Nath Bani'rjoa had asked for leave to 
introdure Hie Ca leu it a Muiiicii)al Bill, 1921. as no mt*nilu*r> lose to speak, 
th^Deputy-Presideiit put the question. • 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi ABDUS 8ALAM: I lise to opimse the luotnui. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Babu Surendra Nath Ray): As 1 have 

ab*eady i>ut the (pu'stion, tlie Khan Bahadui is too lati* and eannot now 
address the Council. 

. On a division being asked ftir, it wa^ tak(‘n with tlu' follo^^ ing 
result : 


AYES. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Ohona. 

Ahmad, Maulvi Axaharuddin. 

All, Maulvi A. H. M. Waxir. 

All, Munahi Amir. 

All, Munshi Ayub. 

Banarjaa, iht Hon'bla lir turandra Nath. 
Banarjaa. Rai Bahadur Abmaah cnanara. 
Barton. Mr. H. 

Bits, Mr. f. E. 

Caray. Mr. w L. 

Cathcart, Mr M. 

Chaudhuri, Babu Kiahori Mohan 
Chaudhuri^ Rai Harandranath. 

Chuadhuri, Sir A»huto»h. 

Cohan, Mr. Q. 4. 

Currto, Mr. W. C. 
oa», Babu Bhithmadav. 

Oat Oupta. Babu Nibaran Chandra. 

Da, BAbu Fanindralal. 

Day, Mr C C. 

Dost, Rai Bahadur Pyan Lai. 

Outt, Mr. Ajoy Chundar. 

Dult, Rai Bahadur Dr. Mandhan. 

Outta, Babu Annada Charan. 

Duval, Mr. H. P. 

Franch, Mr. C. 

Chota, Mr. O C. 

Chota, Rai Bahadur Jo«andra Chundar. 
Cooda, Mr. t. W. 

Cordon, Mr. A. O. 

Haq, Shah Syod Emdadul. 

Hindtoy, Lt.-Col. C. O. M. 

Hopkynt, Mr. W. S. 

Huq, Maulvi EKramul. 

Huaaam. Maulvi Mahammod Madaaaur. 
Karim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Korr, tha Mon’bU Mr. 4. M. 

Khan, Babu Davandra Lat. 

Lani. Mr. A. 

Larmour, Mr. F. A. 


I Maharajadhirajn Bahadur of Burdwan, 
tho Hon'bla. 

Malllk, Babu Surandra Nath. 

; Marr, Mr. A. * 

MoKanzIa, Mr. O. P. 

. Mftra, Rai Bahadur Mahandra Chandra. 
Mittar. tha Hon’bla Mr. P. C. • 
Moitra, Or. Jatifdra Nath. 

Mukharjaa, Babu Nitya Ohona. 
Mukharji, Profattor S. C. 

Mulliok, Babu Niroda Bahary. 

Naakar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Pal, Rai Bahadur Radha Charan. 

I Payna, Mr. C. F. 

' Raa, Mr. W. R. 

Rahim, tha Hon’bla Sir Abd-ur. 

Raikat. Mr. Pratanna Dab. 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shakharatwar. 

Ray, Rai Bahadur Upandra Lat. 

Ray Chaudhun, Babu Brojandra Kiihor. 
Ray Chaudhun, Mr. Krishna Chandra. 
Robinson, Ma jor-Canaral, W. H. B. 

Roy, Babu Nalini Nath. 

Roy, Mr. BIjoy Presad Singh. 

Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhutan. 

Roy, RBja Maniloll Singh. 

ROy Chaudhun, Babu Saiiaja Nath, 
garkar, Babu Rithindra Nath, 
ginha, Babu turandra Harayan. 
gtark, Mr. H. A 
, itaphanton. Mr. H. L 
tuhrawardy Dr. A. 
tuhrawardy, Dr. Hassan. 

Swan, Mr. 4. A. L. 

Travart, Mr, W. L. 

Watson Smyth, Mr, R. M. 

Whoalar, tha Han’bla Sir Hanry. 

Williams, Mr. C, Addams. 
wordswav'th, Mr. W. C. 


HOES. 


AhMd, Khan ••aailur Waul,. WaatmuMHi. 
Ahmod. Maulvi Emaduddin, 

AhtMOd. Maulvi Rah 
Ahmad, Maulvi Vakuinuddin. 

Ahmad, Munshi 4afar. 

Alay, Mr. B. Mahhaah. 


Arhamuddin, Maulvi ananaaiiar. 
Charmakar, Babu Naatk Chandra. 
Chaudhun, Khan Bahadur Maulvi NaBzAr 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri. MauM Bhah Muhammad 
Pgraaul, Mr. K. 0. M. 



m 


CALCUTTA MUNICIPAL BILL. 


[22hd Nov. 


Karim, Mauivi Fazlal. 

Khan, Maulvi Hamid<udHlin. 

Khan, Maulvi Md. Raflqua Uddin. 

Khan, Mr. Raaaur Rahman. 

Khan ^audhun, Khan Bahadur ^Maulvi 
Muhammad Erthad Alt. 


Makramali, MunsM. 

Nakay, Mirza Muhammad Ali. 
Pahlowan, Maulvi Md. Ahduft dubbar. 
Rauf, Mauivi Shah Abdur. 
tuhrawardy, Mr. Humyn thahaad. 


The Ayes ])eitip 78 and the Noes 2l, the motion that leave be given 
to introduce the Bill was carried. 

The Secretai\ tlien reail the title of the Bill, 


Norvofficiai Member’s Bill. 

The Bengal Muhammadan Marriages and Divorces Eegiatration 
(Amendment) Bill, H)21. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ in troduced a Bill to amend the 
Bengal Muiiammadan Marriag(‘s and Divorces Registration Act, 1876. 
Th(' imunlier add[;essed the ('ouncil in Bengali in sup{)ort of his 

Hill. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT; 1 will now ask the Secretary please to 
read the tith‘ of the Bill. * 

ITie S<‘cretary then read the title of the Bill. 


Resolutions 

(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general public interest). 
Ministers’ Salaries, 

Babu FANINDRALAL DE: This Council recommends to the Gov- 
ernment that the Ministers’ salaries Ik* henceforth placed in the 
voted list of the budget.” 

I do not think that there is any nere.ssity for making a long speech 
on the subject of this re.solution. 1'he history of the contest on this 
jKiint, during the various stages of development of the Reforms pro- 
jKisals is well knowA and although the wording of the Government of 
India .\ct on the subjei't caused a good deal of controversy here, we 
hojK' th(‘re uill 1 h* an end of it this time. As is well known, the 
Montagu-Chelni.sford Rei»ort projxised that the Ministers should hold 
office not at the will of the Legislature but at that of their constituency 
and that they should be api> 9 inted for the life-time of the Ijegislature. 
It further added that it should be oi)en to the Legislature after five 
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years* experiment to place their salaries in the voted items of the bud- 
get, or :k>r the Government of India to n'quire that the salaries 
shf^ld be so treated. All these were injected in the first yefornj 
Despatch after clo.ser examination. Its authors found that in view of 
the inexjx'rience of the electorate and its (HMiiinumil c haruc'ter, the' idea 
of resimnsihility to the con.stituent.s, rather than to the 1 rf*|fis!atur« 
was not ex|ie< ted to Inuir much fruit in pno'tice. St'veral local Gov- 
emnient'< also jxiinted out that whatever the initial jvisition of the 
Ministers nii^ht h^t in theory, it could not in prai lice hut he one of 
amenability to the Lej^^islatun*. which ha^i j»ower to ^>‘rant or withhohl 
supplies. They ('oncluded — 

• 

. we feel IkmituI at all to prore<nl on llio u«.,sntn|>l ion llftil n ^!lnl^l<*r, 

who finds hiinsi'lf at \arian<'o with the view't t>f thos** who are in a position to eontiol 
his h‘mslation and ins supply and to pas.s voti'S of <‘eMsur<' upon iiis admini'-l i at ion , 
will reeop;m.s«* tfiat iie must nilike was for a more aefeptalde sin (“I'Nsor I'iiaf ix tnj^ so 
wo think the Ministers must ix' assumed from the ^ery outset to Iw anntiaiile lo tiir 
Tx'jjislature It follows that tiiey would not l»e ap|H>intt>d for tin' lile-lime of tin* 
I/ej^islature, i>ut at pleasure they would Ik* rernoveahle li> an ad'erw vot^j of the 

roiinril. * ^ 

Tfie joint S{‘h‘< t (’ommittiM* al.-^o recommemled that the Ministers’ 
sjilaries .should he fixed hy the I/<‘^i.slative Coiiiieil, tliat is thi* only 
way of lyakiri^^ them resfx>nsihle to it, 

Seetion ( /) of (Government of Imlia Art states 

Tln^re may ix* paid lo any Minister, so apjxunted in any pooirne the same saUrr 
as IS pa.valile to a Mernher of the Kieeiitu'e ('oum tl of the pro\inM' unless a smuller 
salary is jirovided \<ite of the Tx'trislatoe (’<uin< il of the I'rovinn* 

I’hc motive of the -ectiofi is (jtnte clear: tnih'ss tlie Minist4*rs’ salaries 
be placed as a voted item, there cun ls» no meaniTi*.: of tlie qiiulifvinfr 
elaiise to it After sipdi authoritat ix <• and exfdnit exfiression of 
<»pnjiori or* the suhji’ct. it is difTicult to understand whv in tlie Ileriffal 
liudpef Ministers’ salaiies were piaeed a!iion^'’st tlie nr»n-vot4*d it4*ms. 
The (’oufK il was told when a tlisseiitinjr voiee was r.aised, tliat tin* 
.\d voeate-rTeiM‘ral of Ilentral had 4‘XjiresM»d his opinion that the salarit's 
.should not 1 m‘ voted Now we learn that a still hij^her authority, I 
mean the Attoriie\ -( ii-neral of England, has advis4Ml (h<* SerrcUirv of 
Stale that the Ministers’ salaries in the Indian j>rovinees shr>uld bo on 
the voted list. This was 4*xactly the x iew taken hy most of us and 
the only natural one. (amsistent with the spirit of iho Reforms. The 
('ontrol of the transferred departnauits hy the I.e^'^islature and the re- 
s[>onsihilit \ of the Miriisters to it are n-jrarded as two of the lM*ht fruits 
of the Reforms, atid if is a frity that in the hiid^^et there was an utt<*mpt 
io deprive the f'ounril of thes4* fumlamental ri>;rhts, by a r«uu1ing 
of the Act, which the words do not really bear. A resolution for the 
reduction of the Ministers’ salaries was brought before the Council of 
a sister province and was rejected, but tfte heacl of the Government 
there, himself a member of the joint Select Committee, very wisely 

J 1 
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]nit the Ministers’ salaries on the voted list. But here the case was 
different, TTowever we hopc^ that the mistake will he rectified now, as 
it is l^-ttf^r to he late than iffiver. 

With th(‘se words, I commend the resolution to the acceptance of 
the Council. 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: I think the Council will have gathered 
from the reply which was given yesterday by the Ilon’ble Sir Henry 
Wheeler to a finest ion on this subject that (loverni.ient are prepared 
to jiceepl this I'esolution. "FIk* account of tin* matter as given hy the 

mover is, I tliiiik, iif)t (juite aceuiatc, and 1 will, t her('foJ(‘, just take the 

Council ver\ luieflx ovei the histfuv of tic* case. On the 14th March, 
Sir Tlenrv Wheehu ma<le a statement in tins Covuicil in which he 

eNidained the legal issiu's ifiVfjKed. I U(‘(*d not i(*|M*at those legal 

issues. Sir llfuiry Whe(‘b‘i said that the view of tin* A<!vocat<‘-()(‘neral 
w-as tliat Hie Ministers' salaru's, a debate liaviiig alreafly tak(‘n place 
under section 52 of tin* Act. should not be ]>lac(*d ujhui the voted list. 
I'liat Was (lie view fd the A(hocat<‘-Oeneral, but Sir TI(‘niy Wheeler 
added that the Ileiigal (bcernment liad not the slight(*st d(‘sir«* to 
imjM'de the ('ouncil in tin* e\(‘rcise of aiiv statutory rights which it 
might possf'ss. He accoi’dingl\ sanl that we were ])n‘pared to obtain 
th(‘ o|>inion of constitutional law\eis in England on tin* d«‘bated jMiint. 

e Tiiadf* a i(‘f(‘ience to tin* Secif‘tar\ ot State and, as Sii Henry 
Wheidei' sanl y(‘st<‘rda\. the ojunion of the law\ers consulted is that th(‘ 
effect fd the provisions of sections 55 (/) ami 721) of the (Tovf'rnnifUit 
of India Act is that a \ote (d the Eegislat i\ <* Cf»uncil takf'U before the 
presentation of the iuidgcd to <let(“rmim* a Ministfu’- salaiy does nf>t 
preolufle tin* (5Mincil from \ar\ing that salar\ bv subsf‘(|uent votes 
and does not rf'uiove tin* salai.\ fiom tin* contrf>l of tin* Cfiuncil under 
section 721). .\ccepfing that lule. it will be ihm cssuiw to place 
the Minist(*rs’ salaries iimlei tin* vot«*d lu'ads in tlu* budget h> be pre- 
sented in this ('ouncil, ami 1 m‘(‘d not say that we liave iirranged to 
do this next y«'ar and in futun* \f‘ais 1 am th(‘reff)r(‘ pn‘pared to 
accept tlie resolution on la'lialf of ( Jov(‘rnment. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Po6tponement oH Resolution. 

Bobu RI8HINDR*A NATH 8ARKAR: With r<‘gard to the following 
resfdution stamling in the name of Babu Suremlra Nath Bay. I beg 
leave to suggest that it be |iost|H)ned till tin* next session; — 

“ This Council ref ommcnds to the Government that early stei>s he 
taken for the establishment of a city civil court for Calcutta.” 

The motion was then, by leave of the Deputy-President, ]H)9tponed 
till the next session. 
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Postponement of the Bengol Village Self>Co«ernment Act. 

• Dr. A. SUHRAWARDY: * ThU reromnit^ntlji ]o the 

(foverniiKMit that the oj^t^nitioii of the Iten^al Village St‘lf-(}overnmeiit 
Af t, Ittlf), bi* hU^ix^iiilef] 111 Miflf area-' \v)iert‘ it hah 1 x*(mi huh^eijiU'iitly 
found that i‘oiiditioiih are not at present favourable to the growth 

of self-proveniltip institution'^ " 

At tlip vfMv o«tst‘t. T flesire to dih]>td tht' appiehensioii of aome 
mernbeiH of the f'ouncil b\ making it idoai to them that althou|;fh the 
r<‘solution '\vhi< h I hav<‘ ino\ed is so woidf'd as to include many areas 
in the I're''id(‘n<'\ ot IJcn^’-aL it lias ».j>c( lal leff'nuice to th«' conditions 
which prevail in the di^tiut id MnlnajsUf* witli which I am closely 

assof lated I hellc^<' it will b«‘ in \our recolh'ction that the Bengal 

Villa^'e Self-t iO\ f’l nmcn t* A( t was le^^aided 1)\ its authors as an impor- 
tatit afhance in l.ocal Sclf-( io\ ci nment , and an e\|h‘iim<'nt sujueim* 
imiMutame with bi'iictii nil and fai -rea( hin^«- results It was desl^uefl 
to combat tlm c\ il- ot diseases >111 h as aie laiiipapt in thi‘ vilk\gv*» of 
Jieii^'-al 'I'he Mil! came into bein^'- wilh hi^’-h lih}>es ami the best of 
ititentions. Tlie (X'ople eajr<‘tl\ looked foiwaol to It as a measure wlneh 
piomised them health and hapfum'ss. Not lon^** 1 myself 

iee(‘i\ t'fk nuniei oils jn-titioiis tiom the \illajj-ers in tlie Sadai sulsliNision 
of Nfidnaiioie juaNitiij- f<*i an f'xtension <d the Aft !<• cf'itnin ^0'oU]>s of 
\illa;jes Mut in less than a \eai a ^Oi'at 1 halii^o* has come oM-r the 
p^'ople (d ni\ distiKf Iiisload (d juovin^'- iol th<‘ ('xtensioii id tlie Act 

t!ic\ aie now < himounii}: tot its w it loliaw al A ti-nsr situation lias 

been created in ihi- disijnt id MidnalMue. 'iidabiv in the sub'liNision of 

1 1 , Sfi les of ait ales ni the Amntii Unzar Patnkn, 

Ml M. N Sasiiial <d CfUitai iiltnised at len^dh (he provisions of ihf 
Aft ami ifeploied the haidships (d its o|H-iations lie put a nuIJil»er 
of fpiestious foi the membeis <d thi' M<*n^ral I /ej^isla 1 1 ve ( ouncil to 
answer. I i]f> not .lesne to lake u|» the time of the ('ouncil by re|K‘atinjy 
those (juesliruis Ihti* lU lefountin^ ih*- i ausivs wlin ii }ia\f‘ leii tf» fh«» 
situafiun in MidnajKue 1 am not heio to ajijKfition the blamo or 
deteimilie the ics[Kms:b)lit \ fot tlie failure of the Act. Whether the 
tin JiopAllar 1 1 \ fd the Af t Is due tf> its inheient fb'fects. or whetlier it is 
due to the ine\]»eiiem »• ot the idlu eis ulio ailminister it or to tlie non- 
co-f>t»erat loll mo>crm*rit, I iieeil iifd considi'f at presiuit It is suffii lent 
for nit pnijHist* here to tidl tlu* House that tiie |K‘ople of f ontm are 
eondemnin^^ the Af t. the ojMoation of whiih the% say is neitlier Intne- 
ficial to them nor ile.si^rit*fl to i ure tlie «*\ils ihev suffer from. ITitti* 
dreds tu^ ihousamls of Aillaii'eis in the ( ontai .siilxli vision Have 
Tf^osed to pa\ their dues uiider the Act. whilst they clieerfully Kuliinii 
to the attaihment of their prois*rty whiih i« ten times more valuable. 
While 1 am not an advocate of the pidii^v of coniession to rlamotir or 
■urrender to afrifotton. I would l>e the last jjcrson to relish the 
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idea of any measures, however beneficial, being thrust upon an unwill- 
ing iHH>ple. These are my reasons for moving that the Bengal Village 
Self-Government Act be 8Uf^)ended in such areas where it has been 
subsequently found that local conditions are not at present favourable 
to the giowtii of self-governing institutions, in other words, where the 
j)eople are not sufficiently advanced to appreciate its benefits. I 
earnestly trust that the Hon’ble Minister for Local Self-Qovemmeirt 
who has done so much for the growth of self-governing institutions 
will rise to the occasion and give one more ])roof'*of his strong and 
far-sight(‘d stul<‘smanship l>y accepting my resolution, and directing, 
on the advi(’(‘ of the Divisional Commissioners and District Officers, the 
susiHUision of the ojieratioii of the Act in. such areas where it is desir- 
able that it'sliould Ik‘ sus|»ended. By asking him to do this, J do no 
more than ask him to give effect to the provisions of the Act. 

THE BEPUTY.PRESiDENT: The next resolution being analogous 
to the one already moved, 1 now call upon Maulvi Kafi TUldin Ahmed to 
speak h) the present motion. 

I 

Maulvi RAFI UDDIN AHMED being absent, the following resolution 
standing in his name was deemed to be withdrawn: — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that in view of the 
flnam ial ( nsjs in Bengal the o])eration of the Ihuigal ^’lllagc Self- 
Government Act, lull), he ])ost])oned for the jiresent." 

The discussion then jiroceeded on the lesolution moved by 
Dr. A. Siihraa anl\ . 

Rai ABINA8H CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: I am afraid the 

resolution winch the leained imoe;. Dr. Suhrawardy, proposes for re- 
commendation to the Government, it a<lopted, will not help the situation. 
It is not that the people of tlie locality where the Village Self-Govern- 
ment was introduced do not <»r did not want it when it was introduced, 
hut that they do not want it nov^ as a result (»f the non-co-operation move- 
ment. What hajqieiied in Contai in the district of Midnapore where the 
niover of tin' resolution is tlie ( 'liaii man of the District Board is just 
happening in Birhhum. If the mover of the resolution thinks that after 
(he iiitrodm t ion ot tlu' Act in a eeilain locality it has heen found that it 
does not suit the conditions of the place, I do not know how far he is right. 
Jt is not that it does not suit the conditions of the place or that the people 
cannot pay the tax ; the thing is that the people do not want to pay now. 
It is entirely within the jiower of the union board to revise the assesasment. 
If it be found anyuhere that the union Iniard usse'"'inent has bc^n more 
than what tlie people can pay, it is quite within the power of the union 
Imanl again to revise the asse.ssment. I will quote an example of a 
ivfractory union in Birhhum. The jieople first of all objected to the 
assessment. It was revised to such an extent that only nine members of 
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the union board were assessed at Ks. ;G more than the total amount of 
the old • ehaukidari tax. that is to say, all the other 
pe<^le had to pay the (hauknlari tax only. *011(1 then there was no 
objec’tion. Hut the eireumstam es have now so ehanjtred that wlitui tfie Dis- 
trict Majristrate went in confenun e with the people, what they said W'as 
most surprising and shocking. It was not that (h(»y could not pay but 
that they would not pay even the ( haukidari tax. When the Collector re> 
marked that if they did not care for the union board there was im reason 
why they should ntit pay the chaukidari tax. the people said that they 
would not pay the chaukidari tax even Idiis sjiirit is catching' eontajfion 
in the other parts of the district. In all other union boards where the 
people are w’orkin^ very jieaoefully. ^oin^^ on with their works td deve- 
lopment and adojitinj? many .schemes for impiovement and have paid al- 
readv half the year’s taxes - they, too. have bi^en coming' forward now* 
with a statemertt that thet wamld not pay because they find that a certain 
union of the veiy same district can afford without paying: any*tax what- 
ever. So if thi.s resolution is ad(‘pted, the mere suspensicm of the op<‘ra- 
tion of the A( t will not my(‘t the situation. As soon as tlie opeii^ion of 
the Village Sel f-GoverniiHUit Act has be(*n sU'^pended, tlie people will 
demand something else in its stead and will de< line to pay any tax at 
all If that he tlu‘ position, is it ad\isable ac* opt the res(dntn»nK 

Mr. BUOY PR08AD SINGH ROY: I do imt think I liaM‘ much to 
say after wdiat we ha\(‘ heaid fiom the Hal Hahadur Hnt I must say 
that it is a matt(*r of regret that the mover has tfiou^^ht it necessary to 
lirin^^ forward sui h a resolution at all a l•<‘solnllon which ^-oes a^ramst 
the t-'‘<’in*ial trend of public opinion whn h is all for the irit rodm ( ion and 
development of the .sel f-^o»verninj^^ institutions in the countj\\. It is <jur 
supiciiic diit\ in tills (\Min<i) to luster and do all wo oan to liol]> tin* 
;,rrowth of scl <‘i niriL'’ iiisiitut noi" I am afraid fliore have heen some 

misund«*r'^andne' ami m 'sj/i v i no> in some (juarters we slmiihl [oinish the 
whole nation by striking’- at tin* verv i(»ol of se] nm(*rit Tender tlie 

A('t, the Divisional ( ’ominisioner.s have ^^ot (he power to leslriet its 
operation in any union, and I think it would be imn h better if wi* leave 
it to the discretion of the Gommissioneis williout <»nrselves interfering 
witli tlie ordiiiarx dut\ ikt 'Uperxismn. who h the\ ha\e over tlie union 
Iwiards. bv jiassnc/ a ''(■solution in tlii" f’oum il to this effect. Ims aiise jn 
doinj^ so we shall be onl\ ^’’ivinjj' promitiem e and stabilit\ to feeljiijj^s 
which would otherwise have their natural end within a short time 

With these words, I la*^ to c>ppose the resol utiotv 

Maufvi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: I ri.se to j?ive iriy w liole-heurted sup- 
port to the resolution moved by Dr Subraw ardy. There are more reaMons 
than one why I Hupport this resolution. Perhajis my learned friendi# who 
ii|>oke on the other side are not aware of the financial distress that is 
prevalent ia the villaKes of BeiijraL I nrn»afraid those who have opfiosed 
the resolution are not aware of the conditions that prevail in the vii]a^*A 
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where the Village Self-Government Art is applicable. No doubt a per- 
usal of the Act showB that it is meant for the benefit of the villagers. No 
doubt if it is applied properly and if funds are available to carry out the 
pnjjec'ts that ait* intended Aiereby to be earned out, it will improve the 
condition ol th(‘ village^'; but there are many villages and many unions 
where thi'* ]i(*ncfit is jiot at jne.sent wanted by the i»eople because of the 
financial distress. 1 speak fiom my personal experience as a member 
coming from tlie distiiet of Ranginir. I have on several occasions moved 
the Collecor on behalf of the people of many a union ^to put a stop to the 
operation ol the t long ladoie tin* mm-co-operation movement fixed its 
root at Kangpur. I do not agree with my learned friend, tlie Hai Baha- 
dur, that the })eoj)le do want it, but it is the non-co-ojiei ators who are at 
the bottom, ‘ind it the resolution is jiassed it will be giving a helping hand 
to (he non-co-ojierators. I am sorry I have to diflei' from this point. As 
1 ha\e alieads said, long bebne the non-eceoperat ion movement found its 
way into Ifangpur, 1 hud leeei^(‘d complaints fiom N(‘veial jieisonN against 
the introduction ol this Act, which I laid before the District (Ndlector. I 
fail to understand why a benefit is to lx* tlinist upon the people who are 
unwilling to recede it; it the people themsel\es do jjot umlerstand the 
utility ol the .V( t, if the\ do not liki* to take the ad\antag«‘ w Inch the Act 
projinses l(M‘onfei, it is no use t}nusting“ it upon them. 1 kimw or* manv 
fX'casions theie ha\e been many cas(‘s ol lepression on account of the 
realisation ol the uni< n taxics and theie have b(*en serlou^ bleaches of 
the peace in se\eia! places 'I'he rescdution doc" not sa\ that tln‘ (tpiu’a- 
tinn of tlie Act, should be entirely HUspended, but that its opera- 
tion should b(‘ suspended onl\ in those ai(‘as wheu» the local condition^ 
are not at pi<'s(‘iit lavoinablc. 1 submit therefore, that tliis House will 
b(‘ well advised it it pa''S<‘s this n‘solution. 

With these words, I beg to support tlie resolution. 

Bflbu AMULYA DHONE ADDYs I am astonish(‘d to fin<t this reso- 
lution mov(‘d by one of the leading members of this (huincil. I am 
strongly of opinion that the operation of the Bengal ^'iIlage Self-Dovern- 
ment A< 1. HHtl, should, instead of being siiNpendeil. be e\ti*nded to all the 
villages in Bengal as eaily as possible. It was only in 1919, not more 
tluin two years ago, that this Act was enacted by the ('ouncil. We must 
give a fail trial to the o])eration of this Act before we expre^^ our opinion 
on the subject. We all know the high rate of mortality in villag'es and I 
understand that this is due to the abseni'e of water-supply; an<l that is one 
of the reasons T understand why a Board has been authorised to provide 
water-sup]dy within its jurisdiction. We all know how deplorable is the 
eondition of the roads in the villages and I understand that is one of the 
reasons why the Board has been entrusted with the repair of the roads 
in their respective villages. We also know that most of the villagers 
are illiterate ; that is one of the reasons why the Board has been authorised 
to encourage primary education in their respective villages. We also 
know the high nite of mortality amongst the cattle in the villages. These 
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are the duties whie}) have been eatnisted tt» the Jh*ar(l tmd t)»e soiukt they 
diflcharge^these duties the better It^r theinsel\es. 'i'hat mtuiies money 
and they must pay for it. I am really astonished to find that the villagers 
of^^ontai liave ieiii>ed to pay taxes — the payment of tuxes is no^ to the 
Goveriimeiit but to tlieniselves t^^t then ou u good, tor tin* i riij>io\ toueiit 
of the roads and tor the improvement of the u ater-siippls . I am sorry t<r 
say that it is due to noii-i o-oj»erat um tliat they ietu‘'e to pa\ tin* taxes and 
that should not be encouraged. It is nothing but an intioduction t>t 
a system, 1 mean ^,*anchayat system, uhicli wa^ in vogue some \eais ago. 
On tlie contraiy ue sliall thank the (iove’nmeu» toi th.* i nt i odinM ion 
of this system amongst tlie villagers tliemselM‘s. d'he «d»j«*< t !;> not to 
encourag-e litigation but to ha\e theii disputes amnal>l\ setlleil at tlie 
least cost to tin* patties themM‘l\es. 

With tlit'-'C reinaik'', I strongly opposi‘ this resolution. 

Rai ilOCEtlORA ChUNDER CHOSE Bahadur; rills !>. not a 

Hindii-Muhammadan (|uestioii. I ha\e theiefore inu< h pleasuie in 
supporting m\ tneiid, J)t A. Suhtawanlx, with whom I m*i\ mm h dis- 
ug’ieed yest(*ida\. 'l liis K’xdutnm is on the \e!\ face ol il \«‘rs iii- 
ohensne. It sa\s that the Village Sel f-( ion ern ment Act be suspended 
in su( h areas ulieie it has Keen Mihseijuent 1\ found that local conditions 
aie not at picsent fa\ourahIe tf» the growth of self -govci ning ilist ilulioiin. 
It leases t<i the (ioveiumenl the pouei of witlnliawing an\' aiea from 
tile operation ot llo* t So. I cannot find any giouiid t<o itpposiiion to 
tills very simple and inoflensive lesulution d he (foNeinmcnt has full 
power t<* extend oi to withdiaw the <»peiations nt tin* A«t. lie does not 
mean to miy tliuf ( bo to nment iiad no power to withdraw under the Act. 
He simply suggests that (roveniinent should ha\e the powei of withdiavv- 
I lig .4 11 \ a i t-a hum t he ujM*t a t nm ol’ t he .\i I . I ha 1 is the whole I esul u t loli 
So far a« 1 tim ( om eriied, I would ha\e Imm-ii piepareij to support the next 
and inoi e^geiHO al resolution d he ohje< tioris to tlo* prt‘si*nt Local Self- 
(ioxeinmcnt .\( t aie maii\ d hr\ have heeii di'tailed ni the newNpap<*is 
No doubt they ha^c been detailed by Mr. II. N. Sasmal, a non-f o-ojje;ator , 
and in the non-( o-ojieratnig new ,spaj>ers, hut llial «loes not take away 
frtitii the Rtiength uf tlie argument- d'he fa< ts luenho/Mol }»\ him Uie 
patent to ever y body . d’he obje< t nms !nenti<»ned by him inusl l»e met and 
not wiiittled away. 1 < Jinmit f<»r a moment, I certainly d«4 not and I will 
not gi\e way to any agitation oi iioii-co-opei at i ng actnities, but when 
1 find there is reason f<ir a real giievame, when I find tliat thoiisanils of 
m<*n are giving away their catlb un<l every movable jirojaTly, it inakeH 
me pau.se. 1 say there must l>e some verv grave iind seiioua grievaijre 
W'hic h makes them do tliis, Mr. Gandhi alone cuuld not do that d'her**- 
fore, I wnnild very mm h desire the Minist«>r in < barge of T.ur al Self- 
Government Department to recon.*‘ider and re<lraft the Los-al Self-Govern- 
ment Art and place it before this enlarged and reformed Council. The 
Att was passed bv the last Council and ^'t is <liu* to us, and due to the 
Reforms that the matter should lie reconsidered. 
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Khjn Bahadur ABDU8 8ALAM: The subject of discussion being the 
Village Self-Government Act, I rise to a point of order. 

Thj DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: The speaker ought to confine himself 
as much as possible to the resolution before the House. 

Rai ilOCENDRA CHUNDER GH08E Bahadur: The resolution 
prays that the operations of the Act be suspended, and in supporting it, 
I say 'that when you ask that the Act should be suspended, it must be on 
the ground that this Act is defective. Not upon any other ground can 
I ask you to suspend it. Therefore I appeal to the Minister in charge to 
amend the Act and to make it popular. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: 1 beg to oppose the 

ri'Holulioii. Hciiig conn(M <(‘d with tlie district hoaid foi* .a long time I 
d,hink T caw explain to the hon’ble nmver that he is not justified in press- 
ing this resolution to the Council. The resolution itself appears to be 
very vague. Although he refers to the “ local conditions ” which are not 
at luesent favourahle< to the grow'th of self-governing institutions, he 
does not define what these conditions are. Nor are we in a position to 
un<lerstand what the hon’lih* mover means by local conditions as he has 
not explained them. The e\'])ansion of self-governing institutions 
depends cut ii’(‘h upon the giowth of tin* unions thcmselv<‘s IMie unions 
are the units of the success of local self-government and when the unions 
were catalogued by district boards they inquired into the cajiacity of 
those unions who could stand the growth of self-government. If rate- 
payers of these unions are poor and are unable to pay tlie tax, tliey are all 
free from the law and from the opeiation of the Af t itself. The mover 
suggests that some unions vlinuld now be exempted fiom the operations 
of this A<'t, but may I ask what was the state of things wlien they were 
includml in thi' listF Then, again, if there be any difhcultyfit can be 
settled by the (^unmissioner of the Division in consultation wdth the 
(diairman of the District Board. There is that provision under the law 
and I remember very well that when this Act was on the Legislative 
anvil th(* question was raised and discussed by the old (\)uncil. Pow'ers 
weie gi\en to ceitain ofhceis who could settle (hsputes; the ilistrict board 
has the authority to interfere in the matter and consequently there is a 
harmonious settlement of the whole (luestion. Therefore, w'hat is the 
necessity of referring this matter to the Council ? It is a vague resolution 
not based upon any proper idea of the question that has been raised. I 
am not justified in entering into the ulterior motives, but I can say that 
if there be a dispute between the Circle Officer and the rate-payers that 
question (‘an be settled b\ the district lM>ard and the Commissioner of 
the Division. If the decision of the Commissioner of the Division be 
against the interest of the rate-pavers, that particular matter may be 
brought to the notice of Govercment. Supposing the Council allows the 
resolution to be pa.ssed to-day, what would be the effect of it ? It would 
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not touch those who are moving this resolution and even if accepted it 
will not h^ve a salutary effet't. I, therefore, suhinit that we must have 
concrete cases to deal with and this can l>e 0 tloi»e by tho<e in \Gioni the 
aufkority is vested. These are the grou!\tls of luy oppo>ition to The re- 
solution itself. Sir, 1 have no <fuarrel with the co-opeiator or non-co- 
operator in discussing tliis <|U(‘stion. I am much conceineii with the 
growth of local institutions ami luite that the unions are tlie important 
units of self-government. I stand ujum legal gtoumU, upon the inter- 
pretation of the sai lion itself and upon the spirit of the Act If you 
allow this resolution to he j^assed, 1 am sure that hual lnstltutlon^ in the 
unions w’ill he at an end. 

The Council here a(ljourn^d for In minutes. 

Aftei tin* adjoin nmciit . 

Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: In theors the Vilhige Self-Govern- 
ment Act has been found to he of good Use to the people hut in practice, 
however, a good deal of • difTeienci* existeil. Of^couise, w’e fiave no 
ambition to li\t‘ in palact*s and to he drawn in a chariot of bun horses; 
no tlieories will lodp iis to do that Hut people arc uiiahle to pay 
even the chaukidari taxes and if the taxes he further increased they 
would he uiiahh' to }>a\ (hem It would hr iiupohtii to impose further 
taxation on (iiein .\ri> fiesh tax.ition will sim]>l\ lodp tin* non-co- 
<»peratioii imoemeiit It is no good foK ing the ^ illage Std f-( lov (U nnient 
Act on the people who cannot afford to pa\ the taxes 

Babu KiSHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I h ave Home symjMithy 
with the re.solution moved by m\ friend Dr. A. Suhra wanly, d'lie intro- 
duction of Local Sel j-(iovernment to an% area must he ojilional; if the 
p(*ojile do*not want it. it sh<»ul<l m»t hr infroilm rd In t)ir rrsnlijlioii it 
is suggi'sted that (hough the Village Self-Government -Act had been 
introdmed, the operation of the ,\rt should he suspcmled if the |)eople 
suhs<*q\i<»Mtly ( hange tlieir mind. If 1 leineiiihn aright, tfiere is a pro- 
vision in th<* law that the operation of this t iim\ he suspended by the 
f’ouimissioner. If the Village 8 elf-(ioverniiienl Ai f is not to the lik- 
ing of the people ( onrcMie<l. 1 tfiirik, tlie ( ’oiumisNioner would not he 
unwilling to su.spend oi withdmw it We are not to think of the co- 
ofmrator or the mui-i o-o[)eratoi ; we are eonreined witli the operation 
of the Village Self-t foverninent Art. It may he ►Iiat under the persua- 
sion of the (’irr)e Offi^ei or some fires-^ure exerted l»y the District 
I)fh<er peojde ag^reed to the formation of a union hoaril, hut if suhse- 
(juently they fiml that fi>r .some reason or other there are difficulties 
in the wax of realisation of the taxes, the Act should he suspended or 
withdrawn. I see no reaH<in to go aga^st the wishes of the people; 
the Commi.Hsioner ought to ac cede to their wishes. 
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So far as I remember there is provision in the law for some taxation. 
Rai Mahendra I-hamlra Mitra liahadur points out there may be some 
diffiriilties in the be^irininp, but is there any knowing how long these 
ditbcifities will continue?' In this view' of the matter I am in favout of 
the projxisiiioii made by my friend Dr., A. Suhrawardy. 

Mauivi EMADUDDIN AHMED: I beg to oppose this resolution and 
my reason is this: 11 we study the history of British rule (I think I 
may say without fear of contradiction) we find that there has been a 
little amiss in not spieading education among the masses. The Village 
Self-Government Ait is the first principle upon which the education 
of the masses in self-government is to be taught and not on the amount 
of tax lealised from an\ jiarticular aiea. i'he masses must be educated 
in tlie piinciple ol Local Sell-Government, but individual (‘ases may 
come lorwaid in winch it is impossible to meet the cos^t ; in that case 
the distill I hoaid ma\ help Jtul to sus]>end tin* opc'rjitions of the Act 
would be to strike at the root of the very principle of Self-Government. 
On this piinciple and not on monetaiy consideration 1 am opposed to 
this lesolution. 

1 

The incident at Contai is no doubt due to the non-(*o-oi)pratioii move- 
m<*nt. In m\ distjict some people came forward to g^et the bmiefit of 
the \’illage Selt-(to\ einment .\ct. 'I'hey find that by paying a little 
tax the\ can im[)i'ove the vvaler-suf)[dy by excavating some wells, 
iinpi'ove sanitation and e\en education; certainly there are other consi- 
derations iiiid (lillicult les, but that is no reason why the oj)eration ol the 
Act should h(‘ suspiMided. It is the dut\ of the District Gtticer, the 
Chairman of the District Hoaid and all members of the District 
Hoard to (‘duciite and enlighten the people as to the benefits of the Act. 
d’he taxes ma\ be lowered down but the suspension of the operation 
of the Act Is unthinkable. On the above ground 1 am opposed to this 
resolution. ' 

Mauivi MAHAMMED MADA88UR HU88AIN: I rise to oppose the 
resolution which has been moved b\ m> learned friend Dr. Suhraw'ardy. 
Sir, 1 think that if tliere is to be no self-go\ ernment in villages, there 
should be no sol t-g«ivernment in the province. The only objection that 
has been raised b\ some cd tlie supj>orters is that the villagers are poor, 
that the\ art* uiiabb* to pa\ tin* union board tax, and that therefore the 
operation of tlie .\( ts sfiould b<‘ suspended 

The DEPUTY-PPE8I0ENT; Hlease put on your head-dress. 

Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: Max I rise to a point of order? Ls it the 
rule that only Muhammadans should put on their head-dress? T must 
frankl> tell the House that we are rather sensitive about this point. 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: Tf a Muhammadan is in his Indian 
dress, be must put on his head-dress. 
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Mautvi MAHAMMED MADA88UR HU88AIN: Th« Deputy- 

President «s quite correct. 1 should have hatl !ii% head-dress on. 

only ohjection which has been laiscft h\ ><une of the suppiutcrs 
is that the villa^^er^ aie ptau, that llie\ aie iinalde to pa\ the union 
board tax and that thciefon* t h<‘ (»p<‘r at ion oT the A( I >liould l»c sus- 
pended. 

If we carefully considei what th«* function^. »>! the viUii^’‘e union 
boards are, we will^fiiid that these tunctioiis ;iTr <li\i(h*d into two i Lisses. 
I’he first is the niaintcnance of chaukidars, and ih<‘ second is the 
iinpi'ovement of sanitation, watei -suppl \ . \illa^M* edm .it ion, ett Nou, 
by the oj)eiation of the Villa^^e Sclt-Governniciit Act, the \ ilia^re 
Chaukidari Act is abro^»^ated. lAen it we ■sus|)<‘iid the ojieralion of the 
Vilhi^:e Self-( rovei innont Act, still the \ illa^o* ( 'li.i nk id:i i i Ail will In* 
thei'e, and foi ]he jmr))o^e of inaintainin^*^ tlie i hank id.ii s \ou will ha\e 
to raise taxe^ aud find nioiies , and how laii \oii tind nione^ without 
taxing the jieopio? If \ou profiost* ((. sus|m*im 1 the opeiatnuis »»f the 
Village 8elf-< io\ eminent A<t. \ou must be piepaied to laise t;gi<*s for 
the maintenam c of the ihauknlais, bciause moi cannot «lo awa\ with 
( liaukidars ; tlie ( hankniari Kinds witli the help of whnh pie\ionsl\ ihe 
chaukidais ijs<*(l ti* be maintained, lla^e beoii alienatoil li\ the (loverll- 
ment. That i*« a bi^' (juesf ion , I am not ilraliii)^’^ with tin* point wh»*ther 
(ioveinment is n^'lit oi w ron^' in alicnatini: the iloiukid.in lands, and 
fntteiin^^ awa\ the le^^onnes of the ^liKlJJ^e. I In* •simple ({iifstioll 
before fin* (’oum tl is wlietloT \ on slmll siispeml the opciatnms of the 
Villa^T Self-f fo\ ei nment .\ct in sonn* of the distinl> W'e cannot 
abolish chauknlati taxes; it i-. not within oiir pow ei to abolish clianki- 
dari taxe.s. Ilnui wli\ do \ on ‘•uspnnd the ojieiatioiis of the Villa^re Self- 
(roverninent A< t ^ Kven in those places where \ on think tliat the 
peo[)le are ver\ p<ioi, where \ on think the pet)ple i.innot or ate not in 
a position*f<» pa\ taxes, \t»n '‘hould raise onl\ s<» much in laves as will he 
sutfii tent f<»i the maintename of tin* (hankiilaiH If \ on like 1«> im- 
prore the sanitaiN eoinlifion of fin* \illa^e» or impro\f roacL or the 
w'ater-su}>]>l\ . \ou ma\ a-k fin* di'^tfn^ bo.nd foi funds. <n sun mu\ 
ask fiovernmenf for a yrant and the\ will help \ou. and in fa< t. \fiu may 
do HO nnieh ^•^oodyiiis will be lompatible with the money that mH> be ui 
your dispoHjil. 

With these words T befr to <»j»poMe the iesr»lution of ni\ friend 
Dr. Suhrawardy. 

Bkfv friend the |lai Ihihadur says that it is owirt^ to non-co-operation 
that the |>e«»p!e are raismjr objeitioris to the inaintenam-e of these union 
hoards. 1 >a\ it is not; I f*ome from the same rlislrict- Lnbhuin- 
from whieh the Hai Hahadur rarrncs Mr. I^imhonrn. the District 
Maifisfrate, reijnested me to jro tr» some places and explain to the people 
the benefits of the Villa^je Self-Governrriewt Act and of the union boards. 
I wwnt ii]\»cd{ to several unionti. and thore 1 found that it wut not owing 
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to non-^o-operation that the people refused to pay taxes or refused to 
have anything to do with union boards. It is for other reason. When 
I go to the union boards, the people ask me how it is ihat the Govern- 
ment fiave alienated the lands by whieb the chaukidars used to be main- 
tained and l]av(‘ now given them ovei do the zamindars; they further 
say that if these lands had been left to the village, there would have 
been no need to raise iax(‘s for the purpose of maintaining the chauki- 
dars. I am a lawyer and know something of the law, and I know the 
reasf>n why (lovernment have made over the cha\ikidari lands to the 
landlords. I tried to explain the reason, but they were not at all con- 
vinced. They only re[)eated the request that T shf)uld move the Govern- 
ment to let them have their ehaukidari lands bark, and after that they 
say they wifi themselves raise taxes for the improvement of sanitation, 
water-supply, village education, and things like that. All this is not 
due to non-('o-()perat ion. Non-co-operation in our district has not 
found anV phvcc It may he that during the reeent settlement opera- 
tions. mm-eo-operating agitators may have tried to accelerate the 
unrest %}iicli was then* before. 

• Tt is for these reasons that T hog to oppose the resolution of my 
friend Dr. Suhrawardy. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I am very sorry 1 have 
got to o])po.se the motion of my frier»d Dr. Siihraw’ardy. I do not think 
that he, of all metj. should have ]>ro]X).s(‘d a resolution, which, to my 
mind, is of an almost suicidal rhara(‘tcr Th(‘ Village Self-Government 
Act is the seed laid in the village out of which our future life has got 
t4> grow. Do von want to smother tlnit growth? That is what is 
propos(‘d. If it is thought that there are defects in the Act, that there 
are certain sections which arc working in a way which is very hard 
for the jH'o|)le over there, h\ all means suggest improvemctiis. The 
present Coumul is sf)in(‘whnt different from the rouncil of I91ff which 
passed the Act. You have now your (^wn men, who can bring your 
gri(‘vanc(‘s to ilie front, and you can ;»sk your friends to help you to 
get the Act amended on the right lines, hut pray do not for one 
moment try to smother this inMtituti«»n out of which our future village 
life, our social life, even our national life has got to grow. I do not 
know if my friend has thought over this matter from this point of 
view, and T think T would ask liim to reconsider the situation and 
withdraw his motion, and to help the ITon’hle Minister to see wlmt 
can he done to better the Act. and to make it more suitable to the 
needs of the country. Tt has been said that ours is a poor (;ountrj": 
it is so, we are a |x>or ])eo]»le indeed, and it is for this reason that 
people cannot do things by themselves. Poor people must combine, 
they must co-(qx*rate: that is the only method by which poor people 
can work. I ('unnot, as a i>oor man myself, improve my own land by 
taking a village road by its side; T have to depend upon the support 



. VILLAGE SET.F-GOVERNMENT ACT. 


147 


19?JJ 


of *lhe villagerj*t we Lave to join together, and then I can do aome pfood 
botli for and my fellow villagers. My ancestral home is in 

Si^hur. Last year, the President of rnion Board, who is also 
the Secretary of the Brhool (\>inniittt*e of whieh 1 am the Ihx'sident 
brotlght to my notice a serious -and ileterniined i>j)|iosition to this, as 
the people Were oomin^' it> him and sayinp- that tliev would not ]iay 
taltes and were serioiisl\ i)p|H)sinp him. I asked him to call a meeting 
of all these villagers and the neighbouring villagers and have a talk 
with them. I went down about a fortnight after, 1 met these i^eojde, 
discussed the matters with them at two or meetings and now. 

after eight or nine month.'*, the\ hav<* appre<‘iat(‘d the goo<l work tlone 

by the I're.sident, with the re.siilt that we have been alile to carry out 
some improvement in the locality. Last w«*ek T went theri* to hold a 
meeting of in\ s{ ho<»l < {»iiiniitte<‘ 1 have no magnciu pcisonalitv, or 
attractiveness bke some ‘of m v young friends lieie. but I found there 
that things are taking shaix* and matters are im]»rovmg t am p*'T- 
fectly sure there are ver\ few unions whieh have ma»le better juogress 
within this short time in, the matter of drinking water, panMaturn. 
improvement of roads, etc The >oung I*resi(fenl d(H's eveiytliing 
him.self. In fact he asked me. on the last occasion on whnh T went 
there, to bring to the notice of the Minister in (diarge, tliaf the district 
boards and local boards and the Pail wav Board- were not tioing their 
duty in kee]iing their rctads < lear of jungle and in ordei If you 

explain these things to the j><’()ple. they will soon find t^mt it will ]»oy 

them to look after tilings themseUes I'hat is the <»nl\ was in which 
we can teach the ireople, and we eaii learn ourseUes what eornmuoal 
life is; our ()%vn village ami national life Do not ]>lea.Me smother this 
Act; it will not be th<* projKU thing to ilo. If there are hanlshijw in 
a locality, \oii slouild go to the ('haiiman of the DisTri* t Board or the 
J’resident of the Village Fnion Bo;ir«l: take tliem inb* your confi- 
dence nn<l*use \our influenc<* with tlicm It ns said that the pf‘r»p]e are 
unreaponahle ; they ma\ he so, luit lh»‘v are ourciwn |w*ople and w'e have 
got to work with them. 

I do not tiiink that this resolutioTi ought. tr> he accej»tcMl at all, and 
I hope my friend will take all these fa<ts into consideration and s€e 
his way to withdraw the motion. 


BlrtMl NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: It has Wn said 

that we are on the highway t€» national ]>rogreMs, but if this CVmncil 
adopts the re.solution moved by Dr Subrawardv if will be deserilMMl aa 
a house of masons who are clever enough t^> bridal the ajiex of the 
pynunif! without laying the base. We are striving for srdf-iletermin- 
ation and self-government, hut at the same time, we ignore the 
fact whieh ha.s been stated, times without numlK»r. that without self- 
government in the villagf^s. it is irapossi4>le to understand how there 
caiivbe »elf-govemment in the country. Now, it has been said that 
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there are people who do pot lilce thi« place of legislation. Atjregiirdd 
ttese viflagere, if you look to the peychological aspect of Aings, you 
will that they are DM)Stly agriculturists, and any measure which 
you introduce for their benefit and utility, may he difBcult to carry 
out, particularly when there is a question of taxation involved. 
Theycire taxed hv th(‘ Siij^reme Government, they are taxed hy the 
Provinrial Government, they are taxed hy the District Administration, 
hui they do Tiot like to he taxed hy themselves for their own benefit. 
That is w’hat my friend suggests by his resolution! Here, under the 
provisions of tin* Village Self-Government Aet, they have to tax them- 
aelves, f<u' tlieir own iMuudit, in older to imjnove their own conditions. 
Now, the Villag(‘ Se]f-Gov(‘i nment Aet was passed by the Government 
and it is ned jirojnysed to amend the Aet, nor is it proiX)sed to annul 
that 'A et, hut it lias been juoposed liv Dr. Suhiawardy that under 
peculiar cireumsta!i(<‘s, in ])artieular areas the o}K*ration of the Act 
sh'oUhl 1 m^ sus|M‘nded. Government did iicd extend the o]x*ration of the 
Act, ail at onee to all jiarts of tin* province. The Aet is being gradu- 
ally ©?he?ided. 1 do not know the conditions of Midnaixire, hut I read 
in the pajM-is that certain non-eo-o|M‘rators a?(* trying there to impress 
njMiri the peojih* that tin* Act is not for their benefit, lint nn'ant sim])ly, 
for' lutsiiig nioiicN h\ taxation, and whem‘V(‘i- tin* (iU(‘stion of taxa- 
tion 1t* raised, th(‘r<' is no difficulty in inducing people to oppose it. 
But at the same tine, taking into consideration the illiteracy, the 
Want of intelligence and otlier conditions of thes{‘ villagiu’s, they have 
to hi‘ taught the art of s(df-go\eninient. Bv .sjx'(‘eh(‘s (*ither in the 
Tjogislative (’ouncil or the liCgislative .\s.senihl>, 1 do not think it will 
he possible to t«‘a< h them th(‘ rules of sanitation or tin* utility of other 
mensures which go foi their inij>?’ov«‘nu‘nt For iiisfaiiee, take the case 
of oo-operative soeiidies. Are tin* villag<*rs even now inqiressed with the 
utility of these soeiidies ] do not think .so; W(‘ have goj U) teach 
thtm. If the provisions of the Local Self-Government Aet are properly 
followwl and properly applied, there will 1 m‘ no ditfieiilty in carrying 
them out. 

Then as reganls taxation. 1 submit to this House, that there i§ 
already the ehaukidari tax in existence, and where the union hoards 
ate formed there will not he any cliaukidari tax. and when any proposal 
for important sanitary improvements comes fonvard, why .should 
pe<l|>le refuse h» [>a\ taxes? Of course the non-co-operators hy telling 
the people that the taxes are too high and that it will be an addi- 
tional burden on the jx’ople and .so they must not pay the tax, 
pOitMUi the minds of the villagers and they refuse to pay. WoihUstdo 
our best to try and nunove that idea by teaching the people that it is 
for thetr own benefit that they are asked to tax themselves and every* 
pie 80 realised will l>e six^nt for their own lx?nefit. Then we may also 
sayiUnt the district hoard will come to their help. ^The l)enefit derived 
frotti the tteaturet of the district 4i uet-eo mueH appi^oiatod. 
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If they raise taxes for their own In'iiefit niul a iH)rihm of (he cesee# 
froinr the Sistriet hoarils, I think they will very much appreciate (lie 
pr<#i«ioii 8 of the Bill and the object of the Leffislature in |W 8 siflg file 
Bill, will l>e achieved. 

With regard to the jHM uliar circumstances in Midnai»or\‘, T think this 
Council should l>e the last io adopt the ]»rocednre recommended in 
th^ resolution. Let Jiot tlu* i<]ea ^et ahio.nl that we art* divided in 
our own House as Uii'^ u ill frive a fillii> t<i the spiiit of nt>n-<'o-o|>eration. 
h'mther, as lias* Ikmmi jHunted out h\ Bai Bahadur Mahemlra f'hamlr*i 
Mitra, (he res<dution h.is lu'eii \ei\ indetijnlcl\ woide»l It is 
projH»Hed in the it‘soIution to “ susjtcnd tin* (tjHTations in such areas, 
where it lias ht‘<*n *.u}»s(‘qucnll\ lound, t‘tc,” lio is to find that outJ^ 
Then, ni^ain, “ local <<»mlitioTis an* not at j^ioi’iit favourahle, etc'.** 
What aie tlie Imal (‘ondit^ons? 

Tt ma\ he said that the c«>untr\ is !l(^t jut'paicd for the Ueforms 
or L»r Self-(io\ cinmcnl dhat kind of talk should not hi* toh^mted. 
Tliai will l>e reall\ laxin^'dic a\i* at the M*ry nnit of si*lf-f^o>eftiiuent 
itself. 

The Hofi’bie Sir 8 URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; Let me eon- 

^.M-atulate the House on the puhlii sjiiiit. if I mav sa\ so without im|M'r- 
tinemr, and tlie cap;Hit\ uhnh it has disj>hi\ ed iu connection 
with the (jui'stion of l<><al stdf-yo\ ei nment uliieh it is m\ piivile^re to 
control. Idle dehate has disclosed th(‘ fait that ihefi* is a stroi»|f 
cleavajje of <»piiinoi in the House a,*, to the merits of tliis ]>aiticular 
resolution, dhere is a stumor fr<*lin^' a^raiii'.t it ; then* arc also some 
wlu» arc in favoni of it. I he feclin^’^ a/trainst it is founded on the h»ve 
of self-government uhich a (duini il like this must necessarily cherinh. 

Ill 191!^ we passed the Village S«*lf-( lovernment Act and now, tinder 
the whadow of the Heforms m when wc are working’ the new 

lIcfoiui8, we are called ujH)n to sus|M*Fid tin* Act in such areas wherc^ the 
liK'ul conditions are n<tt favouiahl«'. Natuiallv thi* sense of the HoUmO 
rovolin against a pioposition of this kitid. I hi're mav In* some, fainiliAr 
with the local «<inditi<uis in paiin ular areas wlio may favour a 
resolution of this kind, hut the House must realise that iti tlie ahsiraci, 
a njaolution of this nature mu-^t ap|N*nr to 1m* reactionary and that accounts 
for the ^(‘iicral op[K)viiion winch has Im'I'Ii oflfen^d to-nipfht, and 
I must SUV that, as Minister in cliartre of Lo<aI ScH-( ifiMTiiinent, I 
do not like any retrograde steji to he taken in connt»ction with anything 
wf^h which I am cntruste<I. If I'ircunistances comtM*l me in any par- 
ticular area to take such a .step, I may have to do mo, but with the 
utniosi reluctance, and with the j^reatest heMitulion. Tliorefore, I am 
in entire Hjmpathy with the I 1 ouh<* in the attitude which it has 
atuittixied with reifard to the ifeneral asjiecii of the question. This w a 
reactionary propoaitioA which militatea against the vital priiiciiilem o. 
local Bttt local aelf^goTcmmciit ha« two a»perta. 
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We iiifroduee local self-government in an area; the union boards are 
not esialdished at once; after a considerable time. We send round 
our civcie olfi(;ers; they go about making inquiries and talk to 4he 
j>eo])lc, and when they find that a certain body of public feeling has 
be<‘ii created, union boards are established. Therefore, we start at 
the very genesis uiK)n the assumption that this institution is su]»- 
jwrted by local [)ublic ojunion. SupjMise in the course of events, a 
body of public opinion is created against the continuance of 
sucJi an institution, what are wc to do? The institutions of lotc'al 
self-governriKMit are based U|M)n jKjjnilar feeling, if the people 
do not want them, we cannot thrust them ui)on them; if they want 
them, w'e ivjoicc;. What 1 desire t() say on behalf of Government is 
that we aie most anxiiuis to extend the \inion lK)ards throughout Bengal 
and oni sidic itude in this matter has been evinced by the large number 
of local la»ards---th(‘ number is ov(‘r 1 ,tK)0 — which hav^' Ikmui cr(‘ated all 
over li(Uig!il within the last tw'o <»r thre(‘ years, and the nunilMM’ is 
steadil^s increasing; not long ago, I circularised tlu' District Magistrates 
in Older that the\ should take a particular' interest in this mattei, 
and hurry on the establishment of union bojirds within their au‘as. 
Thus the s.Mupathy ot Government is entirely in favour ot the extension 
of the movement and in favour of the creation of union boaids, 
But, Sir, througli whatever causes if in aTi> jiarticular locality ciicum- 
slances are unfuNourable and public sentiment demands the discon- 
tinuance of these union boards, then in accordance with the 
siiiiil of local scdf-government , w^e must give the utmost consi4leration 
to tin* circumstances and take note of tliem, and deal witli them in 
accordance with the principles of local 84‘lf-gov<‘rnment . however 
reluctant wa* may be to do so. Therefore, it com<‘s to this, that if 
despite the sympathy and soli< itude we feel to add to the number of 
thes<‘ union boards, if we feel that circumstances an* so unpropitious 
to the continuance of these institutions, we shall have to take note of 
the fact ami, if m*cessary, with great reluctance, susjhmhI them. 

Hint. 1 think, is the tnu' principle of IfM’al self-government wdiicli I 
am charged to ent'orie. Therefore, 1 want to tell mv friend, 
in view of tin* attitude of this House, wdth wdiich I am in deej>est 
synqialhy, that he should withdraw this resolution with the assurance 
that 1 desire to give him that in any particular case that may be 
brought to my notice, in which the unfavourable conditions are of an 
mute character, that case will receive mv careful (onsideration. I 
trust that after this as.surance my friend will withdraw his motion. 

Dr. A. SUHRAWARDY: In view of the pronouneement of th6 
Hon’hle the Minister in charge, and the assurance that he wdll give the 
utmost consideration to particular cases, I beg leave to withdraw this 
motion. 

Tbe motion was then, by leave of Council, withdrawn, 
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^ Looitiofi of Prosidency Magistrotas’ Courts. 

Hoi Or. HARIDHAN DUTT Bohociur. Tins ('ounril rtMonifiieiuli* 
1(» the Goveriuuent^ — 

(i) That tlu' an atij^oiiu'nts <»f having llio coiirtH of the 

rK'^HulciicN Ma^*^nlrat«‘S ni tlio same l)inhliii^, for tin* trial 
of * serious ’ as vvt‘11 as * |H'tt\ ’ eases, but at tliffeieut 
])laees, ift ('aleiitta. be alMilished; 

(n) Tliat lu'iieefoith all couits for the (iis|msal of ‘ seiituiH ’ 
('iimirial tas('-s, in Caliiitla. be hH-ate*! in one ami tin* same 
buihliiifj oi In detaehed buihlinps in the same •eomjiound, 
in some eential jdaee in the eity; and 

{lit) That all <<*uit,s bu the disposal <if * |M*tlv ermnnal eases* in 
(’ah ut4o. 1 m‘ lorate<l in a Iniildin^'’ or buildings which is or 
are detav IumI from, but elose to. the <*ouit for the trial of 
‘ st*nous ’ cnrninal eases.” • 

This IS tin* third occasion on wliich a pi«»|>osal is b<*in;j- pul forward 
III this (’oiincil, on tlie '-ubjei t of the location of (he jsdice < our(s in 
Calcutta. I ha\e Is'cn imluce«l to moNc in (he mallei in conse^iin'iiee 
of facts >shl< h hav<‘ come \\ilhin m\ own <d»sorvat!on as an llononiry 
Piesichon y Majf istrati*. 

In davs of yore, the Ftiu}(lnr\ AihiUit was situated in h tiujdari 
Ihihik-hiiiNi, in C.ihutta Tut. uith the intiodu(*tion of tin* Bntish sys- 
t 4 ‘m of Administiation of .fu'‘ln<'. the (’nminal ('ourt of Galcutla enine 
to Ih* hnated at bal Bazar and lln*ie it lemuunMl for moie than a 
centuiv It ma> . ho\kc\ei. Im* mentioned that, in IHIb, f^dciitta was 
dnided into tuo Ma^nsteiial Hixisions. \iz., “ North ” and “ South,*' 
but tin* Miiirts of the ,Mai.,'’ist raU's of both tin* I)i%isioun continued in 
tin* same buildin^^ at Lal Bazar. 'I'he s\stem worked W’ell and the 
publn' weie ne\er put to am ^'•leat incom enn*in*e in coniin^^ to the 
oentrall> -sMuated jsdn-e court at I.al Bazar and there was “ no cry 
from anv se< tion of the jnihlic to bieak it up into sectional eoiirls 
located in different ]i;iits of the town” {rifir Hrnf/iilrr, Idth May, 

It apiH'ars that, in 191d, ” all the a^.iilalde H|wt<e and huildin^rs ” 
within the Police (onipound at Lnl Bazar w’ere “ ur^fently reijuirefl by 
the CommisMioner of Polne bu his own juitjioses ”«arnl a cry was raised 
that Calcutta was U>o bi^ for one Central Police (’ourt ainl that the 
aecoiiimodation in the |K>lic4* court huildiiif*’ at f-*al Bazar w'as inade- 
ipiate and that the then exist injr ananjfements were ** seriously incon- 
venient to all coin'eriied and rendered tin* orderly and prompt despfitch 
of business a matter of g-n'al diffic ulty and it at om e became ” the 
aabject of the zxKMit anxioaA consideration by the Tx>ral OoTemmetit.** 
It was, however, recoj^ised that ** the real solution of the difR^'ulty 

K I 
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lay in the entire removal of the police courts to another site ’’ {vide 
Calcutta Caz4>tte^ fjtli April, 1913, Part IV — A, p. 463). 

“ To relieve the physical eon^^estion of the police courts at^Ijal 
Ruzar, llis Excellency in Council, however, rlecided as an exi^eri- 
Tiiental uK'asure ” to create two new coui ts in the Northern and South- 
ern ]M)rti()nH of the town, reHp<‘ctiveIy, and effect was given to 
the same from th(‘ Ihth .fanuary, 1914 (ride Resolution No. 1553 P. — D., 
dated June Itli, UH3, p. 791), Supjdeijjcnt to the Calcutta Gazette, dated 
June nth, 1913). 

Rut, shortly after the partition ()f the jxdice courts was effected, the 
ohl jmMuises occujMed hv the offi<'es of the (Commissioners of Police, 
(Calcultii, was demolished and th{‘ Chi(‘f Presidency Magistrate was asked 
to make room for the (Commissionei of Police and had to remove 
himself from Cal Ruzar to that old and dilapidated biiildiiig at Rankshall 
Strc'ct. And it at onc(‘ hecam(‘ appanuit that it was really, for the 
c^)nveni<'nc(‘ of tin* jhJkc that “ the makeshift remedy was jesorted 
to. « j 

With th(‘ partition, howe\(‘r, there was a considerable increase in 
the re(’urring juid n(»n-r<‘curring charges (as the statement placed in 
th(‘ ('ouMcil iaiJe on the 4th July, P)21, in ]e|)l\ to an uustiUMMl (pies- 
tioii of mine bearing No. 24 would show) and the measure instead of 
ju’odiKing any bemdit to the j>ublic put tluMu to serious inconveniema* 
and hai'dship and <hdayed the ])rompt tlespatch of business. U]M)n 
this, lh(‘ llon’ble Maul\i A. K. h’azl-ul Ibuj iiioved a ri'solution, at a 
m(‘(‘ting of tin* Reiigal Legislative (\)uncil, h(*ld on the 13th December. 

1915. 

Th(‘ Ifon’ble Mr. Lyon, on behalf of the Government said — 

while oppesnifj: t)io resolution and Jeavinp the deeiMon to the' Omiuil, I 
would say that we sliull ho very Khul imleed to receive any advuT in ttie matter 
^Ve have definitely taken up this chanfie of courts as an exjM'rimenta! measure, 
and we ilo not wisli l<» come to a final determination in too j^ri'iit a hurry I 

would suggest, therefore, that the resolution l>e not ae('epte<l hy hon’hle memtiers 
until we lune gained further ev{H‘rieuce whieli will enable ns to arrive at a decision 
on more ailequate grounds 

Though the ricsoliition was put and lost, it did not meet witli an 
ab.solulely diiect negative. All that was said about the Kyd Street 
Police court was considered and the Government, after carrying on 
the ex}H'riment for nuue than two years, at a cost of a few lakh.s of 
nifx'es, at last realised that “ the Kyd Street Police court had not been 
an entire success, as there was not .suflicient work for it at the time ” 
but, curiously enough, embarked on another piece of experimentation. 
The Kyd Street Police eourt was abolished and, in lieu of three, two 
jK)liee courtvS, with altertul jurisdictions, were called into existence 
at Jorabagun and Rankshall Street, with effect from the 2^th April. 

1916. 
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The Hoii’ble Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul Ilaq — after the “ exi)erimeiit ” had 
a further trial for about four years — again moved a resolutii)ii at a meet- 
ing of the Bengal Legislative ('ouneil, heh^ on the 4th July, 19U1. 

The Hon’ble the Maharajadhnaja Bahadur ot Ibinlaaii stattal that 
“ it was a distinct advantage to brings justice lu'arei the jx'ople '* and 
“ there was notliing to show that the preMUit anangeinent wa*' not 
woi kingr sat isfactonl\ 

As an Honorary Piesnhun N Mag-istratt‘ I am in < lose t(mcli with th<‘ 
working of the i>olice courts. From what I have seen my.self and 
from the numerous complaint.*, wlmdi lia\e leai Inal me from time to 
time, I should sax that the piesent anangtuucnt is not xxoiking sati.s- 
fa<’torily. Tlu‘ pie-.eiit sx.st<*m of haxiiig the coints of tiie l*it*snliMic\ 
Mag'ist 1 ate.s at <lilTeient centn*s (auMMl gieat haidship to the public 
It is only a truism to as^feit that the “ publu- are Inuietited by the <lis- 
josal of then ca*.f's iiiucli neaiei then luaiu’s ” It j,*. ipnti* obxIou.N that, 
during- the xxorking hours of the courts, most t»f the |H*oph‘ (for whose 
allegtsl iMMiefit the lieW lolirts haxe been calhsl into i' \ isttMice ' ^bi n«>l 
remain at home but g-o eithei to the ofln e-<juai tei oi to busiiH'ss aiea*' 
of the town and that the centie ot then giavitx lie> neai about the 
DalhoUsie .'sqiiaie between lb v M and o r M. It doe.s mb tmul to the 
1 onxeniem e ot eithei t lie paities 01 then witnenses l>x tin* holding ol 
a ( ouM neaici then home- at a time when im»sl of them me l.n awax 
tfom then lionn*** (iieat inconxenieme 1- al-o felt bx the (omnieiind 
|N*ople and the public oflii-eis in attending the Noithcin Dixision jMdu'e 
(Oil! I at .lor.ibagMn. whnh i** tai ax'ax fiom tin' I'oiii niei 1 lal and biisi- 
ne-- a!ea- and otln c-( | ua! t«‘i s (d the town Most of tlic llonoimx 
I’lesnh'mx Mag-i-t laics. I max s.ix . feel g-feat t m on x cn lelo-e in attend- 
ing till' ■loiabag'an i oin 1 .ind a fai hiig-ei immlH'i of them expiess 
iin w il!ingnes> to attend the Southern Dixi.sion < oin t than the .Northern 
|)i\ision (font S>) far a- tin* jssiple in the Souther ri Division id tin* 
town are eonierried, tln*x have not been beriefiled rn ativ f»arheij!m wav 
b\ the loeafiiOi of the Soulherti Divi*.ion ( oirrt at Bankshall Isfreef. 
whnh is otilv at a short di-taroe from the tdd Fal Ifa/.ar Ihdne loiitt 
buddir»g But the Im atrori of the Nortln*rri Division eonrt at Joia- 
iiag'ati has g-teatlv iiieon v en n*rn ed tin* pirbln Judged from the |Moni 
of view of |>ublu « on V finenee. the Jorabag’aii (oint (hM*s not suit the 
puhln as the major it v of the litig-aiits are poor men and a r ourt ceii- 
trallv Mtii.ited and ea-dx aeeessibh* hx tram ears is more eonvenieiit 
t)mn eourts situated at places out of the tralnwax r*»U(e alnl onix ai ces- 
sihle through the more eostlv ag-ern v of haekney-carriages or iiurtof/- 
rars. 

So far a.s tin* court buildings are «'oriceri»»*d “ it has always lM*en a 
.soun-e of lomplaint b\ the public that lire ac< ^immrKlat lf>n providesi for 
(deiMleiM, wttm*.ss*>s. parlies and th»‘ Majfist rates theriis 4 »lves m hojs*- 
lesslv and entirelx iiisiiffii imit.*' 
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A oolJe^ir^^ building* and an old office premises were converted into 
courts at Jorabagan and Ranksliall Street respectively. Tiiey are in 
nianyi respects unsuibible ior police courts. The Bankshall Street 
com t building is very old. It was long ago condemned as unsafe. The 
roijins on the giound-floor are dark and unhealthy. The main stair- 
case is enveloped in such <larkness that one is always in danger of break- 
ing his shins. The rooms on the first floor are small, rather dark, ill- 
V(‘ntilated and »|uite unfit for u.se as court-i(H)ms. The accommodation 
is highly insufficient. The first floor becomes so much crammc'd with 
men, that one can pass and r(*-pass with considerable difficulty. Tht* 
“ ph\sical congestion ” is worse than that at Lai Bazar. The rooms 
on the secoTid floor ar<‘ not us(‘d as court-rooms, for fear that the whole 
building may tumbl(‘ down. There is every now and then a stamptsh* 
in the court as soon as a little .sand-plaster i)t‘els off from the ceiling of 
an\ room, '^riie building have, houever, one r(‘de(‘mihg feature, \i/. , 
that it has a sj)acious compound attached to it. 

The .lorabugan building is unsuitable in many res|K*cts for use as a 
court.* Th(‘ gr(‘ater part (d' it is occupied by the police and the housing 
ol' the Police and the Magistracy in the same enclosure is certainly 
undesiiable. ^ d’he number (d' looms is insufficient and does ii<d afford 
suitable accommodation to the Ilonorarv Magistiat(‘.s ^\ho aie rt*(|uired 
to attend. Tin* different <h*partim‘nts (d the (dii<e fiav(‘ been j !amnH‘d 
into one small room. 'Pheie is no lock-up attached to tin* com l-ro<uus 
Mdn* midei-trial ]ui.soii(‘is are taken up and down fiom ffooi to floor 
admist tin* vast crowd as.seiiibleil there. Theie aie no waiting rooms 
for the witin‘s.s<*s. Tln*r(* is no <()\(*red space* outsuh* wln‘ie peoph* 
couhl gailie*!' and cons(*(jm*ntl\ e\«*i\ bod\ has to wail in tin* confined 
verandahs of tin* <*ouit to tin* gr(*.it imam \ e*n ience of all conct*in(‘d. 
The noise* creat(*d in the confiinsl verandahs and the inces.sant rumble 
of passing t ivcn-fifmrns, motor-cars, laden carts and the eyy of hari- 
hole make it elilfn ult at all tinn*s to ln*ai wfiat is going on in tin* courts. 
A giaN(' error has bt'en committ«*d in altemjiling to accommodate tin* 
ISoithein l)i\ision e-omts on an ina(h*(juatt* ainl undesirable and irnon- 
veiiie*‘t site*. 

'I'ln* iiaititioii (d’ tin* Laleiitta Police* e-omts lias ind jueeeliiceHl the 
lw*in*fits I fiat its official spon.sois daimed for it. There has been an 
uneven elisiribution of weuk be*twet*n the* Magistrates. 

.\t Lai llaz.ir, all tin* Pie*'<ide*nc\ Magisliales sat in one* building 
and the Lhief Prt‘sidene v Magistiate took eaegnizance* of all e-.ise*s and 
transferre'd them to otln*r Magistrate's, reganl being had to the state 
of the*ir tiles and lln*re was a fan distiibution of w'ork. Now the Magis- 
trate's sit in different parts of the town, e'Kereise limiteel juri.sdietion, 
take elireet cogniKaine* of earses arising within areas allotteel to them, 
and the elistribution id‘ work aiiniiigst tlnmi is not even. This is as it 
was ex|H'e'led to In*, h'or tlu new indiee divisions of ralculta to which 
the jm isdictieins of the two new cemrts have* In'en made to confirm are 
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hafiefl nioro on ronsi(]«‘nitions of ar(*n tliaii on flie ijunntity 

of work ai tually arising within tlioir juriMlit tioiis < ro/<‘ tlio stateinonf.M 
j)lac€Hl on the ToniKMl table on the 4th .TuW in answer to ^n.star- 

rea t|uestion No. ‘J47K The n^snlt of tin* present arran^*ment has In^en 
that one Ma^ristrate rises at ‘2 and another on holdings court 

till G i*.M. 

It was stated tliat the partitions would lead to a prompt ilespateh of 
business. But ev«*nts ha\e tininsl out iliiferent from what the authori- 
ties exjMM'ted. Tl/t* llon’bit* Ui^h Court had otdy. of late, to complain 
more than once foi a ^•■eneial (hda\ in the dis|>osai of the cases on the 
tiles of some of the Majri^t i aU*-' caieful (d>ser\ at loii of the working; 

and effect ot the measme shou-s that seseial lases ha\e to U* ki'pt back 
ami adjoin ne<l on a<<’ount ot the prostMutin^ otfi<*ers or matenal wit- 
nesses Ik'IIi^ erijLM^’‘ed in one court, while then cases are Imou^^ calhal 
out in another Del.is thus caused in several Public Pr'osecutor’a 
cases. P(di< e < ases. K\cise cases arnl pi c^.secut ions iimlei so*ne of the 
nnno?' ai ts. / >’ , l.icenscd Warehouse and hire Hritradc .\ct, Smoke- 
Nuisanies Ait, 'll am w a\ s. Act . etc- ^ 

At Cal Haz.n , an Index w.is ptescived o| all i*oii\icfs and the ante- 
cedent'. of the ac ' Used jK*rsons, .sent uji b\ the pidna* for trial before the 
.Ma^'’ist 1 ates. were liaecd. in most cases, m couise c»f (he dav Hut, 
since the paititioTi. s<*\eral cases liave to la* adjourned in the dora- 
la}^'’an court, and accused |M*isons ic'iiiambsl to ini/tif, icu veiificahon of 
their antecechmt s. 

In scoci.il iiialteis ( e jJT . Pn*ss Act. h,\t i adit ion .\it, sc'Veial sec- 
tions of the ('riimnal PiocimIuic Coclc i IIh* Chief Piesichoicv .Ma^Mstiate 
c-xeiiisc-'. exclusive lUMscIntion. Siiitois in tin* Northein Division of 
t 'ale u t fa have to c’o ( o (In* Bank shall .St i oet court i w h leh is pi c*sich*d ov ei 
bv the t'hnd Piesichotcv M aj.:^!st rate 1 for matters in which the* thief 
Piesidenev .Mai.'‘ist i ate* cxcuciscvs s|sm la) powcus luit. tor oilier ptnjM».s<-s. 
thev have* to i^o t(» doi.ib.i^'aii 'I’his “ doii I >h -i on 1 1 *’ ari'an^eiiient 
reel t hi' t leads tc i the convenience of t he pn bln . iioi to a pr orn j it despatch of 
business, nor to efln i<*nc \ of the courts 

In riiatteis ot c oi r c-spondcun e with the public and tfu- various (lov- 
eriiiricnl I )c'pai 1 nieiit s and Public Bcslies, theie is often c on sider ,» ble 
dchiv . as. in tbc ereat majontv of eases, theie is eoi i es|H)ndenee between 
the Chief Piesid*Mic \ .Mauist rate uiid other .Xfaj; 1 st i ates before a letiei 
can Is* arisweted b\ ihe Presidein . Matfistrate 

In the mattei of all orders <»f the lli^fh ('ouM, there is ebdav in i olii- 
miinieatins*' the oidei s to the otliei eoui Is, as all .suc4i older s aie addres^s'd 
to tin* ('hief Presidern v ^^a^fi*'t tJ»te. 

I>e1a\ ts caused in the Noi'tb<*rn Division eouri at Jorabat'.m in the 
matter of transfer of eas<*s from the file of one .Magistrate to that of 
another, with a view to rejrulate the pressure and (list rifmt ion of work 
in that court Hie S(ijs*ndiarv PresideioM’ MujUfisf rate in eharffe of the 
Northern Division court lias no |M»wei, tinder s«*< tion Ifll* of the Ciiniina) 



POLICE COUPTS. 


[22nd Nov. 


m 

Procedure Code, to transfer any ease of which he has taken cognizance 
of from his file to that of any other Magistrate, but he has tq refer each 
individual cas(‘ to the Chief Presidency Magistrate, who alone has the 
jjovver under tlie (existing law. There is some dcday ex|)erienced in the 
matter of jiutting uj) of old ie(‘oids in connec tion with tin* pending cases 
in tin* Joiahagaii coints, for ,111 i(*cord.s find theii’ way to the Batikshall 
Street court at the (‘inl of the montli of their disposal and iinonvenii'iice 
is felt by ])aities who, altei having conn* to tin* coiut in which theii' cast’s 
W(*r(* ti ied are told to proceed to tlie (Vntral court to applx tor Jind obtain 
copies of proc{*edings of theii cases, which W(‘re only disposed of in tin* 
jirevious montli, 

Sinc(‘ tin* partition, tin* sup(‘i vision of tin* Clii(*f Presid(*ncy Magis- 
trate lias beconn* merel\ nominal. l'oimeil\ the Clii(*f Presidt'iicv 
Magistrate k<‘pt a daily watch on the fih‘s of all the other Magistrates and 
on the oidei -sheets oi tin* cases jH*nding in tlie coints ol tin* Iloiioiuiy 
Ibesnlemv Magistrates, and exeicised a c(‘rtain amount oi administra- 
tiv(‘ control over tin* Magistiati*s subordinate to liim, but now lie has lost 
touch ^’otli them. Itesides, tin* paitition, instead of gHving tin* Cliiel 
Presi<l(*nr‘V Magistiatf, “ a substantial nn*asure oi lelij’f ” as wasilaimed 
by tin* Hon'lih* Mi St(*plienson-Moor(‘, the t}n*n Chi(‘i Seer(*tar\ lo iln* 
(lovernnn'nt of ]h'ng*al {vide ('aJruttn (idzette^ {)th Ajnil, IJlld, 
Pari IV — A, pag(‘ 4(id) has (*mbarrass(*d him with a good deal of unneces- 
sar\ work and has hnnlK left him time bu inspi*ction ol tin* coints and 
otliees The r(*''ult ol all this has been that the ('ashii*!' of the .Noithern 
Division Court and a Pencil ('h‘ik of tin* Soutln*in Division Coint w(‘T(' 
prosecuted and con'iet(*d and .s(‘nt(*nced to \aiious teims (>1 ini[>?isv)n- 
ment Pesiih's siune othi'i Ih*n(h Clerks wi*ie '*ithei pTo>('eut(*d or 
(h*pnrtm(‘ntall_\ dealt with for g-rave d(*i(*liction of duti(*s on their j»art, 

Cinh'i’ s(‘ction 21 {!) of Criminal Proe<‘dure (\Mh*. the Chief 
Pri'sideiiey Magistrate* fiann*d a Huh*, with tin* sanction oi tin* Local 
( love'i nnieiit , that complaints and eases arising in the thanas of Sham- 
pukur, .loiabagaii, Puitedla. Puna Pazar, .Luasanko and Suk<*a Stie'ct 
shall be* ordinariK trn*el at the* .leuabagaii Pediee Court. Jfut the Chn*l 
Presieh'iics .Magistrate*, without an\ sanction of the Loeal (iov(*riime*nt , 
ore!e*re‘<l that “ all motor-cai ea.ses aiiel all JH‘ttN e'ase*s take cognizance 
ed' b\ the* 'I'laliie Peilie t*, anting in any part eif Calcutta, shall be heard 
at the Paiikshall Stiee*! Pedne Ceiurt.’* Siine the 11th Aovembei, 11121, 
a in*w court has be*e*n se*t uj» in Hadha Paziir Lam* for trial ol all motoi- 
car anel trallie- eases arising in an\ j>art of the city lh‘side*s a lot of 
case*s of the* (himiiuil I nte*llige‘nt De'paitment aiising in the Noitlu*rn 
Division ('ourt we*r(' se‘nt u|> te) the* Southern Divisnm ('ourt. What is 
the* g-ooel of having a partition eef tin* Cennts, if ease's arising within the* 
juriseliction of one* are* trie*el in aimther? 

'Die* public have ne»t be*e*n lH*nefite‘el by the measure of partitiem. 
(In the edhe'r haml the pie'se*nt syv.te*m eause*s gieat ine'on\e*nie*nee ami 
harelshiii tee the publie* Cnneees.sarv ami t'xtruv agMiit e'\|H'nse*s have to 
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Ih‘ incurred by parties in seeurinj; lejrai a.s^iJ^tau^ e. As was well obst'rvtnl 
by my fri^d Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul IIu<i • — 

pnrtu'.s ('an not pot tho nsMNtaiuo of la^yors of thoir o\\i\ (htOcir The 
field of selection fias Ikhoi (‘oUMderuhlv iiurn»\ied The Iuwmo.h wlio have e.stalili>hed 
their n*putati<»n. have mostly stuck td the Central C^niit ami now charpe im Teawtl 
ftH’S for their servuvs in the other (<»iirtN The partn*s Imvi* to |»a\ hi'a\n\ for 
[•arriiipe and motor hire to nu*et the tia\elliiip ex|H*ns 4 ‘f, of lav\^ers «ho an* tnktui 
Iroiii om* court to another The last inajorit\ i»f ph'iolers ha\e raistsi iheir 
fe^^s, iHsaiisc tlie\ )»a\e ptit to t'arn tlieir im-oine h> dtniip a fai h*sst*t nunilier 
of tases at one pla<'ff than f«trinerly Kven the <harpe of the Pnhhc Ihitseiiitor 
has pone up It is a mistake to supixtHi^ that the partition of tin* |ki1hv i'oiitt 

i:iM atfe<.t the jih'aders at all a<l\ersel\. f«)r the iiiemlKis of the leptil prihcssion 
know how to make (lients pa> You ina_\ nit of! the jiirisdn t aoi of the <i)utfs 
into a hundred slues d von lik»\ hoi the prunmp knife will t^no li t*\ lo \ t hiop cI.m* 
hut the |M»{ket8 of the law'yt'rs It is aftei all thi' pool htipants who haNe pot to 
suffer — {('(ilnittti fidzrtlr, ‘Ahid I>e<'<‘mher . Part l\’ A. pp .'"pt IM i 

• • 

With tlie portition, there has been a eonsnlei able nniea^e in tlie 
i’(‘(’ur! inp- and non-tectiri nip eburp'es A stati'inent plai ed on the (’oiin- 
< il table on flip* Kli .lnl\, in answer t«p nn nnHtarreil i^iestion 

No ‘JI, sliovis that the nnnisleiial and menial esta Irishmen I has lao-n cphi- 
sideiahlv im leax'd and that the chaip'e on the estahlishnietit has in< leaseil 
fioiii Ps 111 l!>ld t<p Ks in IfhJI) 'I’he lont iti^'-p'iit expenses 

ha\e nnleas«Ml \ei\ Iiith h The lates and taxes, hot weathei (liatp^es, 
ottn e <’\ |pp*!isj'n.. iiipoh"- fo ppsins, teleplionn’ <h.irp^p‘s. and the like 
liave p’piiie liji < i pii s nh*! .i hi \ I he <haip'e on < vpiit inp’em \ im leased Ifoin 
bs 7 ,f.tiJ in l!Hd to bs If, .(;in in bfjft 

riip* I'ppIipo esia hlishineiit attaihed (o the points has aisp, lppM*n aup'it- 
inented ami tin* post there<d has im lease, 1 lippiii bs. .‘ilf.tKp) in bfld to 
bs o7.lJd in jP'Jfl I In- I'nblip Pippsep iif<pr>. slafi has als,, bm*!! 
st I enp"! lipmepi aroi tin* ( p>s| id tin* est.iblishnmrif <pf tlo* 1‘nblip 1 *i ppspo ntor 
has im iPMsepl fip.m bs ‘J.ldf; in I<»1.{ tp, IN. :|. :{(>(» n, IPJfl He.sid<-s tin* 
fees panl^pp plpMp|p‘is (ppi assmiinp (he I’uhlip l*tpi>.p>p ittppi m p p pm! in f i np 
( low It ( ase.. ipp-.,- fioin bs !t. „*(!•, tp» IN 17.17 1 Jlesnlp's a hiip^t* siiin 
i bs 1.71.*'^»P7i has Ihm'Ii sjhmiI, befwep'M Itfl’i ami IlfL'ft, in (he shajH* i>f 
adpiilnois ami ah»‘iatnpn>. idepfin tittinps. s.niit iM plnnibinp woiks, 
e(< , in the 1 oi a i .ap^a n . KvpI Stipa't ami Hanksii.ill Stipst ippuiI Iputhlmp's 
ami in tii, sh.i;N’ pil finnituie aippl ep|tii|i||ieTp( of the new ppoiits 

dlnip* ha-' Imm‘ 11 no pint itnal IppIi fp>i a paitilion of (Im epiiiits d here 
lias iK-eii Imp appiiaiahle im re,»se in the ittiiiiiHT of sp imim caMP's wlinh 
reallv irnln .itp* thp' < r iniiiuil lu tix it' of t he |MMPp!«- '{ im aiea of tlip'tnwii 
has fiol alsip iiiPieaspsl 1 he }iiMs<iip t nm of ( Im* btesiilefu \ Ma P'lst rates 
remains iinalteied. The jKipuiatioii has ali<*u<l\ Hliown u eentifiig^al (en- 
tlem > to move tp> plapes oiitsnb* il. ami with the o]o‘ra(nins of (In* 

Impnnement 'I riist. is ImmumI (pi im iimsi* hmmi* ami inofe. |IeHnh*s (Im* 
cheap faialities <jf bH'oimitmn ami r rminiunmatinri have pnietieally unni- 
hilat 4 *d time and sf^ne in ('ab titfa. ami it# is not t<Ki bi|,f for one I'entrul 
viiiiunal pouit IIm* frteat<*i pi(> of (*al<iittfi, im hiding tiie suburbs, 
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coTituiiied tlijee ciiiniiiiil courts at Lall Bazar, Sealtlah aiul Alipore, and 
was never in any way heliind Bombay or Madras. Besides the area, the 
character of the jxipulaiion, the physical features, the facilities of loco- 
motion and coiiimunicaition, the ^^lowth and past history and various 
other considerations mi^^ht have justified the existence of more tlian one 
criminal court in the other Presidency towns, hut the local conditions of 
Calcutta have lieen altogether different and there is no justification foi‘ 
multiplying the number of (*ouHh in Calcutta. 

If it has been the intention (»f Government to inerease the “effieieney’’ 
of the eourts, the end has certainly not been achieved hy means of a part- 
ition of the eourts. ^J’he new eourts have enormously increased the ex- 
jjenses. ^J'here has been an uneven distribution of work ; there is delay in 
despatch of business; there is inadequate supervision of the courts by the 
(■hief Presidency Magistrate ; there is consideiable inconvenience and 
hardship to ilie public; there is increase in the fees of lawyejs; in short, 
justice is not at jiresent cheaply and easily accessible to the public. It 
is highly desirable that steps should be taken inimediatrly to remedy the 
jiresenf state of things. 

The public were never put to any inconvenieiu‘(‘ in (*oining to a Central 
Police eouit at Lull Bazar. It would be hi^hls convenient it all the 
eourts he located in some eentrul phn e in the city. The Dalhousie S(|uaie 
foi ms what is the natural eentie of the City ( r/Jc page 12 of the Joint 
Iteport on the City and Subarhan Main Road Projects, by J . Madan, 
LiigiiKMM, and Ailau t l)e Itois Sbro.s})e(‘, ('hiei \'aliier, (^dcutta I m- 
[n'ovmueni dhusl). d'he Batikshali Street couit (which lie> in the vicini- 
ty of the l)allioii,si(* Sipiare) is cent rall\ -situated. It is aKt. in the \ery 
heart of the eoininei cial and business areas of the 1t)wn and in close 
pidxiniily to the (dliee quarters and the jiolice h(Md-<|nai‘ters. The 
I'deetrie 'rrainway has made it a eheai) place of a( c(‘ss tioni any jiail ot 
(^ileutta. d’here is plenty ot accommodation at No 2. Bankshall Street. 
Besides “ihert* is some va<*aiit space a\ailal)le” in the New Opium 
Range, which is just to the west of the Bankshall Street eoinpound [ride 
the answer giNeii to unstarred (piestion Xo. 101 at the meeting of Uie 
Bengal Legislative Council held on the 4th July, 1021). 

1 should suggest that the present Bankshall Street court hiiiiding be 
imme<lijitel> deinolislmd ami a new up-t<»-date, well ventilated, sanitary 
and eoiiimodious eourt-building be erected there, as early as possible, for 
ai-eommodation of the Ibesidency Magistrate for trial of all “.seriou.s 
mimiiial ea.ses,” And in “(he vacant spare nvailahle” in the atlf#hed 
Opium Range, a suite of court-rooms for trial of “petty eases” may Ire 
(‘usily consti'uett'd and the. newly establisherl TraHie {(mil may Ire shifter! 
there frrrm its ineommodimis site at Kndha Bazar. It is. however, quite 
irrrssible trr maintain the present division in the jurisdir itm rrf the errurts 
anrl yet to retain them in one and the same builrling or in a detached 
building in the same errmpound. Let the Chief Ibesirlenr y and the 
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Second Presidency Ma^jristrates cxercisp tlieir over the South- 

ern Divis^)!! and Northern Division of tlu* town resi>e( ti vely. Ii**l them 
di|pde amon^-st tlieniselves the work of heai'^i^’ the petitions of oo^iplaint 
and the distribution of cases to the file of the otlier Ibesidem v Ma^»^is- 
trate. But let them sit i»i twd win^^s of one buiItlir»jLr. This woubl 1 m» 
no innovati«m in ('ahnitta. I'liis system obtained in (‘ah utta •'im e ISIo, 
and had a fair trial for more tiian half a century and it woi ked well. 

In answer ti> a question of mine (uiistarred question No. 11^ the 
Ilon’hle Sir A bd-ur -Halmn stated at a meet i!i<,r of this (\*nn( )1 of the 1st 
A{)ril, 19l?l, that he was ‘‘aware that the Southern l)ivisit>Ti Polna* rv>utt 
building? at No. ‘J, ftankshall Street, was dark, i11-n ent ilat«‘d. insanitai v 
and unsuitable j(U- co\iit pur|>os*‘s and was also unsafe’.’ and that 
“(fovernment [>roposed to demolisfi the e\ isl in;.: building; and to eject a 
new one in itsj)la< e. Np plan and ♦“'tniiates lone yet bt'en prepar»‘d and 
no pio\isinn ii«^d lher«‘foie been made in llo* liml^'^el snni id 

Hs. liad. however, b(‘en shown in the Ibidfj^et foi Imin^'^ a tious<* foi 

the arc oiuniodat mn of tin* lourts befoic deinolit ion was taken Holland 

At the ineetinj.: (d bis (^ouncil of the loth .1 ul y,*lJfvM , a su|q>lenien(ar \ 
“ demand toi ^'•rant ” <d IN was ina«le foi “ et sa b! ish inent of a 

s[»erial < oil rt foi 1 he t rial of t ra tin- < ases ” and also foi a ij'rani of IN 

for “ lV»ln e staff leipnied tot ihespenal Stipi‘n<la! \ Ma^-is|iale for the 

trial of tralli< cases.” 

Now that t lie ( io\ ei M inent propose In ereef a building'' foi the Ihmkshall 
Stieet Ihdiee louit and eslahhsh a speeial eouil foj Inal of tiaflie nines it 
Is hi‘'-li tune that serious i oiisulei at n»n should he hesiowod by this ('oun- 
I il on tin* piesriit a 1 1 a ni^'emeiit of ha\in^ the lonits of the lbesidene\ 
Ma^Mstrali- m dilferenl parts of the town and, with this end in \ lew , 1 
lia\e iiMoed this resolution. 

Inan>psei to some of Tn\ quest i.ms i e^»^ar di n^^ pol n e i on 1 1 s slaleinenls 
have l>eeii furnished wlin li show that llieie has not f*een any inaiked in- 
ei ease in t lie mini he i of ' ‘serious’ ' i ases w h ii li i oa 1 1 \ ind irate the eiiiu- 
i nal a< 1 1 \ i t V of t he peo[)le l»ii( that the"peff\ * lases have ^'one up hy 
leaps and hounds duniij' rei en( vears The ”ph\ si< al < onji'esl nni,” w lin h 
ha.s be< oine evulent, of late, in t he ( 'ah utta l*ol n e eom ts, js due to t he 
rftpi<l I m* lease i n t he number of ‘ * petty cases. ” The ex isf injj* anan^rein»‘n t 
of having*', in one ami the same biiildin^’^, the foiirts of the l’ieHnh*rie\ 
Mavristrates, for trial of bot h”s«‘r ions” and “petty “eases is objeet lona bte. 
4'he lw*si way to relieve the “fdiysM al conjjrest ion “ w oud he to hold all 
courts for trial of all “fietty c riimiial c ases” in a htiildin^f or buildings. 
whic*h IS or ai deta< lied from but c lose to the c om t foi trial of “serious” 
criminal c uses. 

The court for trial of all “jvetty cases” should N* situated centrall v 
with referenee to the out-jwist from which the jjreal inajorlly r»f Ihe^* eases 
are sent up. It ujipears from the staternerfl No. furnished, at the ineet- 
iiifrof 4lh July, HI’JI . in reply to niy un-tarred question No. that, out 
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of the total nTUiber of 79,108 petty cases tried in both the police courts, in 
1920, the minil>er tried in the Bankshall Street Police court dias been 
48,062. 

Now we should take into consideration the fact that the Bankshall 
Street court site is closer to the two out-fSosts at Colootolla and that the two 
out-posts attached to the Sukea Street Thana and the Rainba^^an Out- 
posts of Burra Bazar are almost equidistant from the Jorabagan and Bank- 
shall Street courts. I’he total number of (‘iises which weie sent up from 
those out-posts in 1920 was 12,771. 

If these cases are tried in the Bankshall Stn*et co\irt (instead of at 
.lorabagan), the parties would not be inconvenienced in any way. From 
the ^^eoj^rapfiical distribution of the “petty cases,” I should think that 
the <a)urt or courts for disfMwal of all petty criminal cases, in t'alculla, 
should be located in a buildin^^ oi buildings which is or are detached from 
but close to the cauirt for dispo.sal of “ serious ” ciiniin;il < ases at Bunk- 
shall Street. 

I may, however, bring to the notice of my c(dleagues (hat to the west 
of the j)resent Bankshall Street court building thiue lie tlie highly 
commodious Ojdum Range and it extends rigid iij) to tlie Stiand Itoad. 
In answer to a question of mine (unstarred (jiieslmn No. Idl) 1 was t(dd 
at the imuding of the 4th duly, 1921, as follows: — 

Tln« Now Opiiuii HniiKc nt No 11, Strand Hoad, (iilditt.i. A^liich is shunted 
on the west ol the Itunkshull Street Police court huildin^ is at present iisod tor 
liloiinij: opiiiin. 

The huildinji ih nt present used solely for the st<»r:i^e of opium, offu aeiomnio 
dation and jM'ons' <pinrt«‘rs 'I'here i.s .some Munnt sp.ut' n\iiilnhle and n projkosal 
to use this ns a forms r;odown is un<h‘r eonsidei nt ion 

The hnddmn occupied hy Messrs ('ox's Shipping: Aumu \ is to the south of tlie 
tipiuin Ranj'e and lias been leasisl hy the hrin troni tin- (’ommittei* ol the Sailors’ 
Boiiie 

I shotild suggest that the \acant .sjiace avaihilili* in tlo' (Ifiiiim Range 
should Ix' utilis(‘d (with additions and alteraf ions if necessar\ ) for the 
purpo.se of holding coui t or courts foi ti ial ot ail “petty lases.” Tf the 
vacant space a\ailahle in the (^piuin Range is not sutticient, the huilding 
occupied hy Messrs. Fox’s Shipping Agem \ ma\ also he utilisrul. If 
this be done, tliere would be not oiil> coiisidei able .saving undei (lie heads 

of “Fstiihlishment of a Special (’oui t tor the ( rial ot Tiattic cases”aud 

“ Police staff required for the Stijieiidary Magistrates tor the trial of 
'Fraftic cases ” for which suppleineiitaiy “ Demands (,,r (irant ” of 
Rs. 2,490 and Rs. t).‘)S2 were made at (he meeting ot this ('ouncil of 
Ihlh duly, jt)21, but the incommodious and unsat isfai torv arrangement 
at Riidha Ba/.ar would be ilone away with. 

If, however, the Bank.shall Street site lie (ousidered too valuable for 
rebuilding the police court thereon and the vacant space in the Opium 
Range cannot be easily secured from the (iovernnienl of India, the Bank- 
shall Street site ina> be .sold and the large sum (which it will certainly 
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fetch) will he euoiij^li not only to eiiahle the (hivernnient to secure another 
'»ite in the^'entral part of the city hut aLo to meet tin* <'<»st ot tin* erection 
>t • suitahle huildni^^. Ih‘ie 1 \entuie ti> s^lJ5'^^»'c^t . that a .-ite to th^south 
)f the crossin^'^ of the Central Avenue and How Hazar Stieet will he m» 
less l onvenieiit to the public anil the reipiisitt* aiea ot land may he easily 
icciuired there now. 

At this .sta^*e tin* meml»«‘T leat hcd the tinn‘-lmnt; hut the l)epul\- 
Prc'^ident all(n\ed J^im to (Ui f<u two minute^ more. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: since m\ res(dutnui has heen 
liefore the juihln it has met with coumjIci able puliln appio\al. as wouhl 
ipj)eai- from the lesolutioii passed h\ the Indian Asmm lation aiu) a juihlic 
ine«*tin^'’ and the editorial nonces and comments appeann^'^ in most of the 

L^ah ut ta dailies. 

• • 

It m\ lesolution he earned, theie would he t oiisnlei ahhvi H‘duchon 
in I e<iur in^'’ < hai>rv'' under the tollowm^ heads: - 

(d) Min!s(t‘rial and iyi‘nial t'stahl ishment . 

( f> ) i’oln e estahl ishnn'iit 

(e) l*uhli< l'iose< utof 's estahlishment 
iih Cont m^^eneies. 

t() h’ees pai<l to I’leaileis toi a'^si.st i n the Puhlie Pjoseeutor in 
comliK t t 1 h* ( ’low n ( ases. 
if) d’olephonie (har^'“es 
(//) l{f*nt and d'a.xes, and the like. 

I, thejeloie, hope that this CoUIm d will ^n\e this matt»‘l then seilons 
on side! at ion a tul ‘ ' hi i n^*^ about a < han^o* in a s \ Nteiii lor w h le h theie was 
initially n<» jiist itieat ion ami whnh has <»nl> ]»*d loan eiioinious waste cd 
|)uhhe nH»«e\ without htin^nn^ about an\ <h*siiahh» r esult s. ’ ‘ 

With these woids, I ( oiniiiend the lesidurnm toi tlie ae( eptam e ot the 
House, 

Bahu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: I rise to suj.poi tlie les.dut imi. 

It V Italic < oin ei IIS the administiat ion ot just ne in < Mini rial < ases in this 
it\ Tlie (iti/.eiis of (ahiitta want the justiie that is adin i n istei e«l to 
them to )»e ^'ood, etlii lent, expeditious and inexpensj\e. d in* division 
if the ( ouits h\ loiatin^' them in difVeient nei^rlitmui hoo<ls is a system 
whiih was int j (Mlueeil about seven \earH a^ro and it supeiseded the 
<ystem that had pievailed for over half a tenturv. We have to lemeiii- 
her that rnunir ipal ('al« utt^i is diffeient from what ih known us the city 
)f ('aleiitta. 'Phe (itv of (’ahulta has the C'lreiilar jfoad on the one 
liih* and the river on the other. 'I'he eiiminal eourts that are ]f>eated 
in (^aleutta have }urisdi<tion orilv <iver that area; and a verv lar^-e part 
t)f municipal fhilcultu is served hv the feTliee court h that are lr>cate<I at 
EJealdah and Alipore. So we have the whole inunh ipalit v of Cab iitta 
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Hei vetl l>.v couiU Kom<* of which are located within and some outside the 
city. When the subdivision of these city courts took place, it did not 
take pbice in lesponse to any demand on the pait of the public. Tii^re 
ai<‘ many j>ublic associations in Calcutta. The commerce and trade of 
(Calcutta have orj^anisations of their own and there are political bodies 
jcjneseiit zamiudars as well as other sections ol the community; 
they did not ajijnoach the administiative authorities with a jeciuest that 
there should be a subdivision of the city courts. As tin- location of the 
courts in the same buildin^r was (•ausin;^ some inconvenience, the 
(foveiiimenl intro<luce<l this system as an experiment. The exjieriinent 
has now lasted for .some \ears, and the Council has to consider whether 
III their opinion it has been a success. One thin^^ is jiatent from the 
Im ts that have been laid before us by the hon’ble mover that theie has 
been a considerable addition in ex|>(‘ndit ui e. The ministerial staff and 
the p(dic(‘^ staff in the couits have had to 1 m‘ du}di<ate(t; then thcic aic 
electrical and other <hai>(es which have also been doubled, 'bhesc extra 
chai^-es would not have been nece.ssar\ if the (ourts have been bMatcd 
in the same buildinj'. or, as the Uai Bahadur sfates. in different buildings 
in the same compound. The courts could have been worked h\ the 
saiiM' ministerial staff. From the point of view’ of the litigant ))ublic, 
that there have been serious complaints that the administration of jus- 
tice has lM*en lendered more expensive, liaw^ers now chartro a lai'^er 
scale (d lees than they used ti) chaise when the couits were in the same 
building. One re<rr(‘ltable ami jiarticular feature of the police courts 
of ('alcutta which has been noticed by the Hi^di (^)urt, namely, the fre- 
qiient |H*st pom-ment <d' cases before they are finally disposed of has 
been more aj 4 -j.na vated, and the reasons has been either that the lawyers 
en^ao-ed in those cases are absent in another court in a different 
locality or that the police officeis c(mcerned in the ('onduct of cases in 
one couit in one locality aie en;,m^:ed in another case in another locality, 
or that the Public Pf()secut<u who is <har^»'ed with the condmd of a 
particular [irosiM iit ion when rmiuired at tlu' Jorabjijran court is enpa^red 
in the Bankshall Strict couif. In this way there are fre.juent postpom- 
ments sm h as never took place when the <‘ourts were situated in the same 
buildinp. From the point of view of the litipant public the location 
of the courts in difterent localities with an interveninp space of nearly 
three miles has been a serious prievance. Th«‘ (‘onvenieme of the 
juiblic and tlu' mme efficient administration of justiic could be the 
only two proumls upon wliiih the chanpe could be made, and the expe- 
nonce of these years has shown that these twa> proumls have failed. I 
wouhl, therefore, iirpe upon the (’ouncil to consider the matter seriously 
from the |>oint of view of economy, from the point of view ol p„bbV 
eonveniencc. and from the point of view of more efficient administra- 
tion of justice. 

I recoiumeml the resolution to the acceptance of the House. 
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iir« TARIT BHU8AN ROYS 1 rise to support the resolutiun wliieh 
li.js l>ei*ii (^innieiKled to the iieeeptaiice ot tlie House l>y Hai Haiulhau 
J)u^ Bahadur. It has been pointed out fimt the !>ilimatiou the 
d iniinal courts of the city was introduced as an expeiiinent and the seve- 
ral >ear8 durin*^ wliirh it has \\orked ha\e shown that it has pio\<al 
a failure on the ^nound that it has caused additional expendiluie ot pnh- 
lir inoiiev. From iny exf»ei iem «‘ as an llom»rar\ Piesnleiu y Mauisiale 
atMorahaKan court, I can sa\ that tliere is a <-oniplaint anion^»^s{ the 
Im^^aiit publit' of tliat court that they ha\e to ]»a\ moie to law\eis ;md 
pleadeis at doiabafran than woubl be the case it all the rouits ha»l been 
situated in oiu* and the same buiblin^. d h** < omplaint ^.jenerallv appeals 
to be that a smiioi piead«‘i , it he happens to be in the Hanhshall Stn^ei 
• ouil, it ask«*d to alti'iol the doiiibaj^an <<Miit. m\aMabl\ charges bis 
client doubb' l^'cs on tinijriound that he is piaelnalU iioin the 

Sariar t«» t Im‘ mu f lAssa 1 court and then he has also to pa\ for t he iiiohn -ra t , 
et< . liieie is alsu amtthei ^^louiid ot < omplaint and it is this. Heloie 
tin* Holioiarx l’i<*sideiM \ M a^’isj i ates ~ 1 do not kimu what is dni^ lie I oi e 
Stipendaiy Magistrates at the J<uaba^raii rouit fieijiidit applicalmns 
are made toi p«»st ponement ot case- on the ^^'•round that senior pleadeis 
aie eny'a{.re<l in tlie lianlssjiall Stiiet touil and that fhmi soi \ ices ale 
not available, 

i do not know how tai th«‘ j^^ioiind of «m onoinv which has been ui^ed 
b\ tlu‘ prf\ lolls spoakeis holds ^oiod Him aus»‘, if it is a tail that the 
Hank.shall Stie<‘t loint budding has ^'ot to be demolished .md if an 
cntiieK new stiu«tuie has to spnnj,: up satin lent to accommodate both 
the c'ouits, It Mill (cutainh mean aclditional expcoidituie, I do riot tliink 
that there is \cr\ iinnh force* in the ai^'umc*nt for econom\ 

I Would siipjiort this lesolution onl\ on tin* ground of ptibln con\»*- 
iiic'inc*. I bc*lie\c* it i« a fact that (io\c*inmenl introdinc*d this H\sl«*in 
as an exjif r inn*nt in order to suit fhi' c (>n\ ♦‘iiiein e of the liti^'^ant public . 
If. as a mallei of fact, the litigant public do not c oiisnhu a sc»c-onc| court 
at .1 oi abajs''a n a- condiniNe to thc*ii convenience. I sc*c* iio rc‘as<ui whv 

this s\st«*m should be* pc*rpetuatc*ci 'I'liere jh conxich*! ab!»- force* in tin* 

aiyumc'nt acl\anfc*cl h\ Habu .Tatindia Nath Basu Tc*^Midintr the* diflei- 
en« * in rhe* area of the* < it\ of Cab utta and the* munic ipal aM*a unde*! tin* 
juiisclntion of the ciiminal conrtn 

ith thc'se fow woids I siipjiort tin* lescdiition. 

Mr, D« «l. COHEN ! 1 stnin^rU suptKilt tin* i^*Hrdntnirt mo\f*d b\ 

Bai Dr Hainllian Dutt Bahadur for the mccptaine of the House*. 
film opinion, grained from m v f*xjK*f n-inc* as a Majrmtrat 4 ‘ ih that tin* split- 
tinj; up of till' ituiifs has not achieved itM cdip'ct, ft 

does not b\ any means eondtire to efficiency. It js much 

iiifcre expensive }K»th tr» fTovernnn'nt and the lititmnfH and 
it i*' im c»nM*nieiit to evc*r\!H»d\ * incliidinj?* the biwyerw. 
In tliese day« of cheap tramways, ib the difctauce a matter for acriou* 
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? Nobody fan dpiiy tlio of litii^ant^ to choose their 
lawyers, and, as a cfnjHe(|iieuce, these people are ]>ut to entfless iiicon- 
venieE(;e to bik<‘ lawyers fnftn one court to the other — not to s|K"ak otb-the 
heavy fe(‘s they are re(juired to pay them in these cases. Another serious 
objfHdioii to the (‘xistin^ arran^enuuji is, it renders extremely difficult 
and almost impossibh* lor the (’iiief Presiilencv Magistrate, an oV(m- 
work<‘<l oftic(‘r, to see that all of th(*m are {^niided by a uniform and con- 
sistent policy and that the tom* ol tlie admini.stration is maintained. 

1 will now }>ass on to another most imjxirtant (piestion. It is the 
(juestion ol eosts of the \aiious courts; this has eiioiniously increasf‘<l 
owiiif*- to tin* division of tin* courts. The cost-s of the jadice courts are 
increasini.,^ day by da\ inandy foi the reason of the division and addi- 
tion of eoiirts; if there was oik* central court, woik could Ik* dom* with 
j^icater economy, promptitude and 4*f!i< iency with a l(*ss mimbcr~-say 
tour — of istipmidiary Ma^nstiat<*s ha\in^»' rc^-anl to tlir larj^i* vobnnc of 
W’ork dom* b\ the Honorary Pr(*sidencN Maj^isti’ati's, lu'caiisi* woik ('ould 
the!i b^^(‘venly distribut<*d ainonj^ them and make* tin* reduction in thcii 
numb(*r jKissilde without loss of (*ffici<*ncy . 'Dn* inniist(*iial and menial 
establishnn‘nts and otln*!' (‘xpenditure now m'cessaiy for tin* thie(* coints 
Northern, South(*rn and Tiaflic would then lx* r<*fliiccd v(*ry much and 
we shall also (‘tt'eid a savinjz in not bein^ calh'd upon to ]»a> ln*avv house 
n'lits. It may lx* asked wh<‘re tin* court sliould lx* locat(*d. My friend, 
the mov(*r of the residution, has exjdained how mor(* ^'•rouml can lx* 
s(‘cured alon^»‘side the pres(‘nt sit** of the Ifankshall (\)urt and as tiov- 
ernment has aTieady ac-n*ed as to’ tin* nec(*ssit\ of const i uctin^.;‘ an (*ntirel\ 
new buildiiif^- there, then* can be no objection to this juoposal. .\e\t to 
our ]>r(*s(*nt c(*ntral courts, w<‘ havt* the court oi Small t'auses. AVe ha\e 
never i'ec<*iV4*<l an\ (‘omplaint eitln*r that that site is unsuitable (u that 
litif^fants are incon\ eniemed ix*caus<* of this cential court. If this he so, 
then why should we ('ontinm* the divisi(»n of the jxilice courts in spit** 
of the (*normous costs and at tin* .sacrifice oi efiicn*iicy— and (*ndles.s 
incoineniencc to all ]»aiti(*s!'' 

Mr. AiiOY CHUNDER DUTT: 1 accxud m\ sipipoit to tin* ic'scdu- 
tion moM*d b\ Dr. Ifaiidhan Dutt. In his \<*r\ lucid six'ccli In* has 
ch*arly c*Nplained tin* reasons wlw tin* prc‘.sent ssstc'in should not con- 
tinue and why tin* pcdicc* courts should lx* housed in the same buildinp 
or in a numlx*!- of buildin^*-.s in the* sann* c-ompound. Mr. I'ohen. win* has 
considmable ex[H*iiem’<* of p(*ln*e ccunts, has also supjx>rted Dr. Dutt. 
1 do not |X).s.se.ss very much exjH*nence of |K)lice courts, but I haTo, on 
a few occasions, found that the workinjj ot the jxiliee courts is not very 
.satisfactory. As for instance, in one east* alien 1 wc*nl down to tin* 
dorabajjran eouit, I was told that the ease would be taken up within half 
an hour. Then when the Ma^^istrate was ready to take up the case the 
gentleman who was up|x*ariii5,r for the preesecution of the c'usV was not 
there. He was at Bankshull Street. Next time when I appeared in the 
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case, the poiilleinaii on th«‘ other sah’ had fi»i>rt‘tten U> 

ftringr the i^miieeted ]>np<ns from the other eotirt ami >o the j-.is.* . ould m»t 
pbe ^aken up Tlu-f^e thin^'i, I Induce, an^ \vv\ fietjmoit I aai iiot 
pfipt^akiiip from the oi vi»*\v t»f lawxers alnm* hut also fri>m the jnout 

lof view of the liti^'ant puhlie 1* think it is (piite eh'ar that the most 
^ceiitial ]»art of ('ah iitta between tho ln>urv of 11 and 0 ohlcuk is Dal- 
^housie S(|Uare lLVt‘i\)iod\ 1 *. at othct* dminc tin*, tiim- and all tin* 
offti'es are vt*r\ (lo'^e to Dalhoimo' Sijiiari' A pemoii who ha‘< no jdlnn*. 
t an <ret a si\ tn^dit ]>!< e tiani tnket t.* take him to D.dhoiisn- 

Stjuare w'itliin a short time. Now it is said that tin* lili^rant puhlie 
would suffer ineon\t*nienee if eases whieh an* now disposed of at the 
.Toiahapiii coin t were taken up at the Hank-hall Stnn*! (UMirt. I say 
“ N<i ' lake the ease of a nmn who has to ^^o to llie .1 i>i aha^'’an 

eourt from the ('otnwallis Street -ide when* h«“ li\t‘s He (an (d eouise 
take a tjeket })\ pam n// (ire\ Stieet and to .1 01 aha^'‘an , l^ut it W'lll 
take liim h'ss titm* to ^'o to DalhousU' Stiuai*' So fiom the jioint of 
VH‘w of the litiijarit puhlie it 1 - ver\ mm h better that th(‘ twt* eouftH 
Iw abolished and one tak(**]t- [tla* ’l ife pieseiil huildin^^ at th*' Hank- 

shall SlKM't li.is o,)l to he demohsiied and if it Is to lx* (h'lnolished. ami 
a new om‘ lia- to he built, I see no reason w h\ sm h a hinldin^'^ should 
not he built as would a* < ornuiodate all the (iimiiial (anirts in ('.ileiitta 
Ibis a r r a ni„''ente n t \\onl 1 •ertaini\ be imue (onxiumott to tin* publn not 
to sa\ to tht' ptof<'--ton to wl.nb I Iwlotj;^ 

NN’ltb lliese Wold-. 1 f»ei.r t.. siippiot t h(‘ les(tlutlo, 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I ba^ listened 
t(» tin* ]u< d -peei ii <d Dr Ilainiban Dutt ami we ha^e b(*(’n t(dd tlmt 
from flo* point of n lew of j)nbln < .*ri \ en mm-e there onobt mP (o b(* two 
po) ! . e ( < *u r t ■ ! > , ( a !< t! t f .t ♦ I,, im o ( : ha s a r j/m*d for I he a malj.ramat ion 
( d r Im t w o a: t t s I r om r h* l.i w \ » r - * p-u i, t <d \ leu it imi \ he a r^.'ne(i that 
tin' Hankshall Strcft eoinf rua\ !»*• lonvement to them b'rnm tin* pfunt 
of \iew of the litio.iii' puldu it 1- contended that the two fonrts sfioubi 
not be bnated in different [daee- I’.ets ba\M been fu fniL'Ii t ff» the notO'e 
of the ( otim il that on the t-'rouiof of pnbln ri»n\enieme (in- eourt> 

»h'nild i.e amaltramatetf Hut w fjal the puhln tr, -av i- a matter 

whuh !(nuiie' the < onsj^jOiit ion of the ('(tun* i! I am m>t pi'isuaded t(» 
*r«ept the propo-ition or tin- fa( t tljat it would be («»ri\enienf to fin* lifi- 
IpatP pub]'. If the two courts a,,- vUn.ited differ^-nt pla< es will it be 
111' oii'eriK'rit tc) rfie litij/aiit publn or trt the pi'fipb* in distant (piarft’rw^ 
ft is a tpiestmn of fa' f and I a4 fin* t'oum j) to (orisidei it ft f,as been 
^rp'uul that there are irre).n)|ar it te- in flie arran^rement fm the disposal 
^ ' n-es. Ibat ma\ Ire remedied There are eerfain seetionH m the 
Ijfriminal FVor edure (’((de whnh lustifv the presidin^r offieer to take 
lotion in the matter Tt Tna\ be sanf that when eases are transferred 
OT the Hankshall Street eonrf Iriw'vers feef it diffleujt to jfo there, fmt 

It not be obviated bv ne<essarv arrantrenienfs r»n behalf of f 



POLICE COURTS. 


[22nd Nov 


merit y It is also stated by the doctor that there has been an increase 
of lees by the lawyers. I do not understand that, because the lega 
j)role;,sion is loo much (‘roi^ded. It has also been argued that expt^di 
lure for prosecution of cases on behalf of Goveinnient has als( 
increased; the salaries of the staff of the Ibesidency Magistrates hav( 
also been increased. I ask the Coumil to considei if it is difh- 
cull to engage two Public J’losecutors to g'o on with the work. 
These arrangements can easily be made in order to put everything’ in 
ordei . It has been aigued that on the gi'ound of public convenience 
the t\M) com Is should be amalgamated. May 1 ask the Coum'il to con- 
sider what are the fact.s which justify the learned mover to move the 
jnesent res#»lution in the ('ounciiy 

We know very well that the Jorabagan court building belongs to 
Government, ft was purchased by them — I am not siir^ as to the exact 
figure — <»( about Hs. <S or It) lakhs. I'he BanKshall Street court-houx* 
is also the ju-operty ol Goviumment and it is a valuable propeity also 
No (loi'bt it is in a ver\ dihqiidated condition and the suggestion is j)ui 
forward that a new and c(Uumodious building should be mected on the 
spot. W(‘ should not los(* .sight of tin* clind’ j)onit for the dis( ussion 
which Is whether it is nei'essary on jmlilic giounds and for public intei- 
(‘sl that ther(‘ should b(‘ two courts or one court in one and tlie saiio- 
building. This is a matter in which the public an* vitally concerned 
and I think thev have a right to be <‘onsult(‘d. 1 lo* CNuincil should know 
what IS good Jor the p(‘ople both in theory as well a^ in praitice, and 

I cannot be persuaded to believe that two courts bein^ situated in 
different places cause inconvenience to tlie litigant ])iiblii . 

Mfi TARIT BHU8AN ROY: .Ma\ 1 invite _\om attention to tie 
fact that there is no (juorum. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Theie aie members pncsent : s" 
there is a (piorum. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: If ( ffemes arc 

committed within a (•ertuin area is it not just and pioiier that thev should 
b<‘ tried within that place and witlnn its juiisdiction ;•" As regard" 

II M'gulai it n*s owing to the ti'an.sfer of cases these can be oliviated. So, 
iindiM these ciicumstances. it behoves the ('oumul to consider verv (‘are- 
fullv wliethei the criminal <*ourt should be located in one an<l the same 
fiuilding or in diflment buildings as at pi’psent. 


Adjournment. 

W this stage, it iK'ing i-M v M . tliere being no (juorum, the rouncil 
was adjourned to the next dty, the 2drd November, 1921, at 3 P.M, 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government V India Act. 

Thk ('ouiicil nu*t UJ t}u‘ ('oiiiirn ( hainhfi iii t}u*'r«*un Hall, ('aKutla. 
n We»lnt*stlay . the ‘J.ird at A v \i 

Present: 

Tlic Deput v-lhesuleiit ni th<‘ (’han. (In* Hnti'hh* (lir font Mt*iiih<*rs 
f the K.\e(iitiv«‘ ('ihhmiI. (in* Ifon'iih* the lince Mim*>lrr.s. ami lO'i 
(iftiinated ami elec (ed inemia*!" 

. Starred Questions 
tto which oral answers were given). 

Indian. Medical Service officers. 

•XX. Mr. K. C. M. FAROQUI: (n) Wdl tin* lloidhle the 

llfilste! in (iiaitre <»f (In* I )e}tai t lin*nl (d lau al Self-( rn\ ei nmeiit h(» 

based to state ulnfln-i it i*. a la« t that the apjHunt inent s of inemlxTH 
[I tin* Indian Mrdual Sei \ n e in tin* Ih'ii^Ta! 1 hesidencs an* made hy 
lie (i(i\eintm*nt ot India, t}iou<,:it tiieii ‘•alatx is pjud h\ the (iovern- 
leiit ot Ih-n^j’al 

{h\ II so. \siiat a(tion. it an\. ha*' heeti taken in (he mattei 'r 

ir 1 If ai,\ < otii in u n i« a I loti ha** lu'on sont to the ( ioveniinent of Iinlia 
U thi" "ni'l'it Will thr Hori'hie tin* Mifiistef he jdeased to la\ tin* 
aim • 'll the t able 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): ( ;), 

lid w I 'I'Im- (iioeinruent of Irelia io’i'.e f.<enfl\ '■l.ited that snh)e<( to 
yiieial sii jH'i \ i^ion , diieMion atei <*onlicd. the Im .J (nuernfnent < an 
pjKtint ati\ Indian Mednai .Scm n e oJh< ei m uiiv (Mher otheei hohliti); 

post iuMiie on tin* pio\in<ni! < aflie fd tie* Imiian Mednai Ser\ne to 
n\ j;h»sI'' iij the Medn il Dep.irtiin'iit in Ben^ra) Ifuh I howe\ej, 
f tlie l)evoiu'lion Buies pHo nles for the a }»j h »; n t men t s iii ulinh Imlian 
ifedn al Ser\ n e oHners are emj»lo\efi arnl tin* terms and (onditionK <if 
hose apjKnntmeiitH, heiii^f jne^enhed h\ the Sei^etar\ of .State in 
amin li. arid fx-ndiii^j the aetioii to he l.akeri under rule it lias la^eii 
leeided that the apjMii ntrnents made h\ the loeal (lovernment (Ministry 
d I/or al SU*lf-( »o\ ernnient ) shouM U* < oinriiuriif aterj in eaeh ease 
he (orvernmeni of India frrr its formal approval 

The roiTesjKindem e is (h‘mi-offi< lal, and jwndin^f a formal demsion 
Iff the whole quest n»n. ( iovf*rnment is in»t prepared to publish the 
tOnespondencf*. 
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ijjent? It is also stated by the doctor that there has been an increase 
of fees by the lawyers. I do not understand that, because the legal 
j)j()t(^.sion is loo much cro\^ded. It has also been argued that expe^idi- 
liire foi- prosecution of cases on behalf of Government has also 
incKiased; the salaries of the staff of the Piesidencv Magistrates have 
also been increased. 1 ask the Council to consider if it is difh- 
cult to eiigagi* two Public Piosecutois to go on with the work. 
These arrangements (an easily be made in order to put everything' in 
Older. It lias be(*n aigued that on tlie ground of public convenience 
the two coiiits should be amalgamated. Ma\ 1 ask the C'ouncil to con- 
sider wliat are the facts which justify the learned mover to move the 
present resolution in tlie I’ouncil? 

We know very wcdl that the Jorabagan court building belongs to 
Government. It was jrurchased by them — I am not sur» as to the exact 
figui(‘— lit aliout Ps. H or Kt lakhs. 1’h(‘ Panksliall Street court-house 
is also th(‘ property of Government and it is u valuable projierty also 
No (lotebt it is in a very dilapidated condition and the suggestion is put 
forward that a new and commodious building should be crei ted on the 
spot. We slKtiild not lose .sight of the (hief point foi the di.scussion 
\shich is whether it is neces.sary on pulilic grounds and for public intei- 
<‘sl that theie should be two courts or one couit in one and the suim* 
building, ddiis is a matter in whicli the juiblic ai(‘ vitally conceined 
and I think the\ hav(‘ a right to be consulted. Tin* Council should know 
wliat is good for th(* people liotli in theoi'v as well as in pi'actice, and 

I cannot b(‘ persuaded to believe that twa. courts being situated in 
(lifleKUit places cause inconvenience to the* litigant jmbln . 

Mfi TARIT BHU8AN ROY: May I invite \oiir attenintn to the 
fac t that theie is no cjuoi’um 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: 'I'heie au* l?o membeis prc'sent : so 
thei'e is a (|Uorum 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: If offences are 
committed w ithin a certain area is it not just and projM*!- that thc'v should 
be tried within tliat place and within its jurisdic-t ion *■" As legards 

II I’egular it ic‘s owing to tin* transfer of cases these can be obviated. So. 
und(*r these cii’cumstanc'es, it behoves the Council to consider verv care- 
fully whether the criminal ccuirt .should be located in one and the same 
building or in difft*rent buildings as at juesent. 


Adjournment. 

At this stage, it being 7-ld v.w , there being no cjuoruni, the Council 
was adjourned to the next d»y, the 2-*^^ November, 1921, at 3 r.M, 
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Proceeding of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

Thk ('ouiicil Tiu*t in tht‘ (’cnnn n ('haiiiKfi in thr n Hull. ('al( iittu, 

(in \V (»(liH* still > . the 'JHni NovtMiiher. 1921. at H v m 

Present : 

'l'h(‘ Depiit \ -]*r(‘Mih‘nt in tlu' ('hair. tht‘ l!i»t:'hh‘ ihe foiii Mt'iuhers 
of th(‘ H.xecutivc (’iMintil, ihe Ilon'lth* the Mniislcis. anti lli:i 

nominated and elt*tti‘d m(‘nilK‘i> 

. Starred Questions 
tto ¥vhioh oral answers were given). 

Indian. Medical Service ofncers. 

*XX. Mr. K. C. M. FAROQUI: hi) U’lll the Hon’hle IIh' 
Minister in rhai).:*' <9 the I tim-nt of laMul Sel f-( ton (M nmeiit ho 
[»1< asetl to Ntate NNlefhei it i*' a f.o t th.it the .i|>{h »i n I men ! s of m»‘mh(‘rM 
in t)ie indiaii Metlual ,Sei \ i< o ui the Heti^'al l*i e>-Miertc\ ate made hy 
the lioNeinnieTit (tf India, ihoutrh then '..ilatN !•» pani In the (ioV(*rn- 
inent <'t fhoi <,m! 

(/>' If .so. NNhat attinti, it aiiN. ha- hei-n taken in the matleiy 

(I \ If aiiN < (immuiio at nt(i ha- heon -riil t<> the (io\ernmenl of India 

mi thi- I Nidi th*' IIm*; t»h’ the Minister tie pleased t(t la\ fh(' 

-.tliii- ' )it t lie t atdi '' 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon'ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea); ( </), ih) 

aii'i '' ' d he ( f ( t \ e r It me I, t ol liidi.i have fetei.lK -t.iteil that. -nh)e(t to 

^'•etiTMal -II jx rN ision. diiettion and < ontio|. tlw IfM^d liovernnn-nt ean 

apjHtiiit .iiiN Indian .Merlii ai .'s»‘i n o e olio lO or utiN other fdloer hohiiii}^ 
a {»ost home on tlie jnoNiioi.d (.idu- <*1 the Indiati Mednal Ser\)ee to 
ati\ j»ost- 111 the Medn i! Department in Itenj^Mi Itiih* llj. howeNer, 
of tlie Devolution Ifule- provides for tin- aj'^^ont riient s in wlinli Indian 
Medieal .SerNH<' otfo er- are ernploNed and the tT*rms and (onditions <d 
those ap|K)inlmeiil,s. hein^^ i»res«nlM*d h\ tin- .'seyetar> of Slate in 
(’oijiM il. and jwMidirit: tin- .n tjon to he taken under rule 12. rt has been 
(hn-ided that the apjHunt ineist- nnnie h\ tin- he .iI ( io\ernnn*nt (Ministry 
of I/oi al S<-lf-( ioN ernnient ) sinTiild Im* < ornrniiiiic at<‘<! jn eaoh case Ui 
the (tovernment of India for it- formal appooal 

The rorre»*fK)ndenee Is denri-offieial. atid |H*ndinjir a formal dei ision 
of tlie wlnde qiie^tn»n. (rovernment j« rmt prepared tr> tnjhljr.h the 
roro-spT Olden ee. 
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•\XI. Mr, 8. M, BOSE: (a) Will the llon'ble the Minister in 
('h;i!K<‘ of the DejiartnuMit of Local Self-(ioverniiH‘iit be plea.sed to state 
whether i1 is a fact tliat aj»{K)nitinent8 members of the Indiau Medical 
Servici* to ikj.hIh in Ihoij^al aie made by the (joxeriimeiit of India, 
althoii^li the Ooxernmeiit of Iten^oil pa^s the .salaries of olhcers holding 
such ]K)Hts ? 

{h) Ha\e the (loveiniiient taken an_\ action in this connection? 

(c) If HO, will tlie llon’ble tfie Ministio be pleased to lay all the 
jiajiers on t he table ? 

The HoVble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: {a), (b) and 

(c') The riienibei is lefeircd to the iepl\ gi\cii in answer to a similar 
(piestion jiut b\ Ml K (i M. Latonui at thiM m<‘cting. , 

Damage to roads by motor lorries. 

•XXII. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY: {<i) Is the Hon bh 

the Meiiibei in (hatge <d the Police l)ej)a! t iiient awaie that damage is 
being <l(me b\ the heaMl> loadiMl motor lot t ie-' to the puldic roaiL in the 
l‘i esidcliev ? 

(b) Ale the ( lovernmerit consideiiiig the desirability of introducing 
a s(H‘< lal tax on such Ionics to im‘et ic'paiiing charge's? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Sir 

Henry Wheeler): lol (io\einment lia\c‘ retei\ed ‘.ihmiIk i omplaint'' 
to lhiN elleet, though it i*' (do loU" that •'U< h hea\ \ tiatlie ]da< c" a seveie 
stiaiii up<tn the a\eiage load 

ill) The imjM»sition of such a tax under the liniian Mutoi Vtdiicles 
Act. l!t| j. Is lint at present eontemplatcsl No h tax can he levied 
l*\ iiiuiin ip.ilil ii-s oi distiKi h»»aiils iimiei then resj>ec t iv e Art s. 

DahuKa Khal in Howrah. 

•XXIII. Babu FANINDRALAL DE: t U Is the Hon hie the 

McmuIh^f in ehaige of the Department of Iriigation avvaie that the 
Dahuka Khal, in the sadai subdiv i.suui of the district ot Howtiih. has 
U'cn dammed h\ the Pnldie Works Depait merit in i-onneetion with a 
certain irrigation .scheme? 

{b) Is the Hon'ble the Meiubc'i aware that the Dahuka Khal has 
unswiM’ed foimeilv the purpose of a natural dunnage lu that part of 
the district and provided the |HMiple with drinking water? 

Is it a fact that the khal has hec(»nie Hlthv and insanitary? 

\(!) Is the Hon Ide the McuuIh*!' aw.iu* tliat si'veral visits of inspec- 
tion have Is'eii made' t(» the spot b\ the lesjmnsihle officers of the Sanitary 
Depaitment hut nothing has >et Ihmmi done to remedy the evil? 
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(«>) Will tlu' Hoii’ble the Meinlior ht* pK'ust'd to stato wliothor tin* 
(ToV(‘nini(‘^it Mc rontonijilatui^ takiiijr a!i\ aotioii in the niattt*r? 

^MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMEt4T of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon*ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan) : (<t) ria> Dahuka 
Khal appears to liave keen ( lose<l some 40 yeai^' a^''o in eonnectum 
with i)h‘ Haiajolla Drainage Wolk>^ lor the piiipos,* of e\<lm]in^*- tidal 
w.ilt'i ti<»m the ha^'in 

(h) Hefoie elosiiie t)i(‘ khal was a iiatinal draiiia^n* ehanntd hut 
was no lon<rei nijaned lot the pat pose when tin' in'W Itaiaiolla Wotks 
were InoUfjrlit into ojH'tation: the klial j>rohahl\ lornu'd a supply ol 
drlnkin^^ wjiter e\e('pt when tlie watei was luaekisli in tin' hot vreathei. 

(e) The khal apjK'ais to ho in an insanitary eondilion. d*Ue to refuse 
Immuit tliioyvn into it. 

(d) 'I’lie kh**l has heeii ins|H'eted hy tin' Sanitary Dt'pai tment 
oflicer •> Jifid then tfjMut is hein^'- eofisideied 

I ( ) The ni.it tei under irn|iin> 


Commissions for local investigation in Hooghly. 

*XXIV. Babu FANINDRALAL DE: ( /) Will the lion hh the 

Meiiilter Ml (haij4‘«* (d the .ludnial ] )ep,iT t men I he pleasi'd to -'•tate the 
rMimhei ot -iM y e\ -p.i^scd .md <ithefy\i'.e similarly (pialified pleaders who 
ale ]Ua(tisitie- m the louits Ml the dislriet of Hoo 

I Will the lloii'hle the Meiiiher he pleased tii state whether it is 
.1 la< t that the < ( »m rn i "sioii toi ln« al iny est i^'-at lofi- and partitions are 
I'^ired in that district to ph*aders praetisin^'’ outside it, sin h as at 
K Usthia and AlijKue 

(ri If the aii-'yyei to i /> i i*. mi the allirmatiye yy'ill tin' Hon'hh* the 
Mernher lie jilea^ed to state how mati\ of ,su( h lomiiMssions liaxi* heen 
Issued to outsiders diMMii; the la^'t two years arid l)n’ reasoris fherrTory 
( (h Is the ITon’hle the Meriih#*r aware that th*- litijj-aiif puhlie are 
jnit t«) tiouhle. Mn o!t y eiMern e atid e\tfa < ost m haying'’ sin h fomniJS- 
siou>. e\t'( uteii hy ( omuMswioiier s horn (Hitsrile the disti n f ^ 

) Art' the ( rov er nnn*rit (onsrderrn^f the desrrahility of takrn^»- stejis 
t«i ell, sure appoMitinfMits of lo< al ^o-nt ]<‘iiieri as eoinmissiotier s in sueh euses 
Misteat) of out s|(h r s ^ 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Abd-ur*Rahim) : in) Twenty. 

ih) ( 'oinrii issioiis for heal in y est jijrat ifius are oeeasnmally issued also 
to pleailer.s piaetisrri^r outside the distriet 

fr) Thirty-fi\e eommissrons Wf»re issued during the last two years 
to survey -jiass<*d fdeaders firaetisiajar oulsade the rlistriet The nuison 
is that .some of the survey -pa sHtnl jileaders of the distni t have extenuivo 
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pia<1ir«' aii<i cafiriot thciefoie attend r(*g*ulaily and promptly to the 
iitioii of commisMon-.. Some of tliem have expre^Hed their 
ijfj wiJIifi^oies.s and jnal>jlit\ ^o atterid to thih duty. There has thus been 
dela>' in executing commissions, and to avoid delay survey-paksed 
plf'aders of other distncts have been emj>b>yed. 

(fl) No. 

(c) The aiiswei is in the m‘gativc. 

Administration of civil justice in the Alipur Duars. 

*XXV. Babu KiSHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) U the 

Hon’blr llic Mcnibfi in (haigc (d the .liidi< jal l)(‘[)ariinent aware that 
in< (tii\ciiiciT( c is fell b\ the pe(»plc nl the Alijuii Duals in the Jaljiaiguii 
distiut o\sing to the tact that the adniinisli at ion of ci\il justice of 
thill suh(h\ isiciii is bcong caiiied cm b\ .m e\(,M ut i\ c* otlicel r" 

ill) Are the (ioxmnmcnt lonsideiin^ tlie desiiabil t_\ of jilaciiig the 
adiiiinistratiou undco a niunsi}':' 

The Hon’ble Sir ABO-UR-RAH IM : iw.i mcunoiial has Ixa-n 

rMei\ed tiiini some ol the* inhabitants of Alijun Dual''. 

(I>) The* ni.ittc'f Is iindcj c (msidc*ral ion 

Indian patients and Presidency General Hospital. 

•XXVI. Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (u> Will the Hon ble 

tlie Miiiistel III cliaigc'ol the Depai tiiient cd Loi al Seli-( iioel nnient b(‘ 
jileasc'd Instate' ufu'tliei t he ( ic oi i it men t aie ( niiside! in;^ llic* desiiahilitv 
of making aii\ juo\isnm loi iln- admission ol the' liicli.in patients into 
the I’lesidem v (ienc'i.il lIo''pital, ( alcutta" 

{h) tile llon'bh- thc' Ministc'i be ph-asc'd to state whethcT theie 

IS an\ olhei ( io\ (unirn'iit hospital in the riesideiic \ \^hlch is reserved for 
an.\ iwirticulai section of the jH'ople 

The Hon*ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Indian 

patients ho li\e in Kuiojx'an st\le can lx* admitted into the* riesidenc \ 
(lenerai Ho''pita] at the (Jis(i<-tion cd tlu‘ SujK'iintc'ndc'iil The accom- 
modation is at juc.scMit baud\ sufhe lent, tiiid it u weie cleHiied to 
inciease tlie mimbei of patients to an\ huge e.vtenl, n»‘W buildings would 
l-i- net ess.i i \ 

{h) There' ns no othei (io\c‘rnment hosjntal in the Ihesidenc’v which 
iH unset \ed fui any jmiticulai section of the public exeej>t the Ezra Block 
in the Medical ('oliege. ^Unch is a dewish foundation and reserved for 
the treatment of Jews. 


Price of quinine* 

•XXVII. Rai LALIT ftlOHAN SINGH ROY BaluuJtir: (a) U 

the liou’hle the Member in chaige of the Department of Kevenue tLand 
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Heveiiut'^ aware that the iii t lie'll lla^'^e'. liave been pu( to d j(fi(ull le^ 

owing to tj^e increase in price oi (Toveriiiuent (luininey 

^h) Have tlie (rovenmu'iM con.sidered th« jHissihility of italucing the 
ja K'C ? 


MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (LAND 
REVENUE I (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

{(i) No lepoit to ihiv effei t iias been leceivtsl. tint a coiiiplamt Was 
leroned tmni one Jistint tioaid about the pi ice of (lunune Mip|ilt(‘d to 
linspitaK 

{}t\ d'lie (jiiestioii ot the pn«-e lias been considered dhe jirice oi 
t in\ I'rninent (piinine is ii\e<l with lideiiMice to the inaiket ]»ri<e The 
(juininc s(dd tlirough {>ost oflictcs, however, is Md<l at less than the innrk(‘t 
pIH'C. 


Effect of non-co-operation on schools and colleges. 

*XXVIII. Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY BahadurTio) N 

tin* Ilon’blo till' Ministoi in (haiire of the Dejiart men t ol lldinalmn 
ouaie that a laij^c niinibei nf students belonging to the ('ahulta Him 
\ < I s,f \ li.i \ r h'f t t 1 m 11 s, luKils .iiid col logos ow ing to t ho Uoii-co-opoi at ion 
nio\oinont as annoiin* d b\ tho HiUiTilo tlio \ n o-t ’liaiicolloJ I'' 

i}>) Is tho lloii'blo tlio Ministo? awaM‘ that tho tinaiicos of th(‘ 

I !i)\oisit\ h<i\o boon < npplod inni that the uuthontio.s have boon coiu- 
pollod to redu( e tlio .salaiios of the pi oio.s.soi s and loctuieis? 

w ) A I o tho ( I o\ ol n iiiont oonsidenng the desiTabilit\ ot giving 
nnniodiato finain lal holp to .save the t*ni\eisit\ fioni tho piesont iinaio 
( lal ( ri.si.s ''' 

ul ) Ai^‘ tlio ( I o\ OI rinio’nt consjdoiing tho dosiiab]lil\ of taking such 
stops as nia\ bo doeiiiod oxpcdiont !(► pioto( t the \oung students from 
falling into tho hands of agitatoi s 

if) Aro tho (to\ eminent consnloiing tin* dosnabilit \ of o|H'mng Hoin<' 
dojKirt men ts to gi \ e pi a( t n al odin .i t kui to t hoso st udon t s wlio ate willing 
to SOI > o as nie« haiin s. diauglitsmon. oi clerks in faf tones or in < oiii- 
luoi ( lal hoiiHos ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): tu) 'I'he Mimstoi has toad tho VNoo- 

( haiK <dlor's spoo< h and seioi the figuif‘s that aif oinpaiiiod it. Ho is 
awart‘ tliat there has Ik-cii su< h a iiiovoiiiont in niariv paitsof (he provinoo, 
but he is not pie|)ared t<» sav that all htmlents who are naid to ha\o left 
educational institutioiiM did so Imm aune of the said rnoveinent. 

( //) The Minister lias no offi< lal intimation on the subjer t, but has 
heani that somo r»*<lu( tion^ of siilai v have fioen made or will l>e made. 
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(r) The (Calcutta ( iiiverHity only on th(‘ llth Noveniln'r la>t up})lietl 
to tin* ioi a sul)‘^<ant lal coiit! ihution from t,he ])ul)lic 

K-vonuo.s. The matioj ih uiidor tLt* coiisHleration of tho (iovernmeiit. 
Ah no applioation for ^Mvin^ iniinodiato finaiifial ^as made 

earlier, f lovernment are not in a [Ki-^itioii to make an> piononncement 
at the jireHent inomerit. Hie only otlier a]>i>luation for financial help 
which thiH (Government had was one for Ks. 21 lakhs odd. not for- the 
purjMJSf* of Having the 1 niveisity from the jnvsmit financial crisis but 
frn expanding tlie activiti(‘» f)l the I nncrsity anj committing’’ it to 
Inithm expenditure 

((/} (ioveriirnent have* dori(‘ in the past and are doin^’- what is ]>os- 
Hihl(‘ to this end, but succ(‘ss do(‘s not mairdv liepeiid on the \i^ilan(‘e 
of (iro\ernment In localities where j»arent>. ^niaidians and the ])ublic 
^'•ener all_\ were ali\e to their i es|ionsi})il it H‘s and co-o])ei at ed with the 
(»o\ernmenl in tins matter \ei\ little impression was made* A]thouc:h 
( io\ ei niiHMit ate p!(‘j>ared to do all the\ (an. the\ feel it is piiniarils 
a matt<‘r for the parents, ^'■iiaidian^ and the ])iibli( 

( c M’he de\ (dopment (d \o<ational. tec lit. leal and industrial c‘duca- 
tion IS receuin^’’ attrition fioni ( Jo\ci nrinuit , the (”ni\crsiin“s o{ 
( 'a h u 1 1 a and i )ac c .1 and t 1 m‘ Dac < a I n t et ined la t c> Hoa t d (where* si no* st ai t 
has alreadv heen mach*). but pro^jTH'ss must d.')>eiid la!;.'el\ iij on the 
1 (‘sou I ( (‘s a \ a I la hb‘ 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Segregation of lepers. 

70. Babu JATINDRA NATH BASU: Will th. [Ion hie the Mmis- 
1«M in (liai^’-e of the Di'par tmenl of l.oi'al Si'lf-( ro\ er nrnent be [deased 
to state wlu'thei the (fo^<‘rnment are contcniplatin^'’ taking earlv 
measures to segregati* h'jx'is m ( 'ah utta 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The scoih’ of 

the l.cjceis \(t has been extended l'\ the ,\m 'ading .\i‘l of hut 

(icoernnh'ut is not in a position to enforce' the segn>gatioii of Ic'jK'rs 
until further ae'commodation in tlu' form of a lejHT eolonv or settle- 
ment IS aNailahle A s< henu' h.is re((‘nll\ hec'ii jiit'pared in (onsulta- 
tion with the Missitui to Ee|>ers tor est.ihlishmg a settlement of this 
kind in the Midnaport* distrn t Some prnate donations tow-ards ' this 
seheino havt» already been rt'eened by the Sujk'I intendeiit of the Mis- 
sioti. and steps are being taken for the accjnisition of larid. Hie capital 
outlay on buildings will, howevi'i. be hea\\. and tin* se'hemo in its 
entirety cannot be (arneil through until the state of the provincial 
fiiiniiees improves. 
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Ql'ESTIONS. 

Bhukailas Wards' Estate. 


US 


71. MV. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: ^Vill ili,. tl.o 

yli‘«it>i'i in nl llu- J)n|Kii liiicnt ol l!?‘\ I'niin ( l.aii.l UivmiH’l lie 

ilfused to state — 

(i) wlietlier it is a fact that on tlu* Ka/.i K^tate conini^’- undei 
iiiaiia^^eTiieiit jointlx with the Hhiikaila> Warily' Ksiale in 
the distri(‘t of I’ipjHua. the |>;i\ ol tin* Manag-ei' wu'. laised 
from ‘dOO to IN and that td’ his oflite eslahlishnien t 

also was inei(‘as(‘d; 

(/i) ^^h<*tht*r it is a tael that the cost ol the niana;.:einent stall at 
satlai Used to !h* aj>jx)i t noied to the tui> estates i.iteahls to 
tile rental of each ; an<l 

{in) whethei it is a tact tliat on tlie si‘j»aiation of the Kazi Instate 
in I'M 7, the .Viana^ei of the Jihiikailas INtate and his estah- 
lisiinieiit eontiniKnl to draw tiieir j>a\ at tlie inereas»‘d lafes'’" 

{ h) If tli(‘ aii'^wei to (^i) iiti) Is in the affirniat in<‘, w ill the-Hl on’ l)Ie 
he Menihei lie pleased to state tlie leasoii" foi not i ed ilcl rif,'’ the 
nereased e.\ }H*nd 1 1 ure ujHifi tin* <‘n< iinih(‘ied estate'-' 

(() Will the Ilon’hle tin- .Miiiihei he pleased to state the d«-ht 

)f the estate at the i lo'.e of the \eaT IdJT H S I" 

( (I ) ^^'lll the Ilon’hle the Meiiiher he [deased to slate -- 

<11 whelhei it is riot a fait that two jiew }K)sts, \i/ . on^ Assistant 
Manat4<'< on Hs llo. oia- InsjN-itoi on IN 7o a month ha\e 

receiitl> heeii < leated on the loint management of the 

Jlhllkailas and thiee othel estates, and that the Malia^ei’s 
]»a\ has heeii laised ftoin Hs 'JStI to JN loti and his lioiise 
allow am e from Hs ‘Jo to l{s ttt jk-i mensem simultaneoiislv ; 

(/M \vliethei the ( ost of tin* Joiiit mana^»-enien t staff is debited to 
the four estate's in fnojsntion to the rental of laich ; 

(ill) the reasons if not so ihdnted , 

(ir) whether it is not a fait that the jnojmetors of tin- Hhukailas 
estati*. pr’ev ions to the raisjij;/ of the .M anaf/-eT ' s jiay and the 
st ren ot hen in^’’ ol his estahlishnicnt , ajrjdied for incieaHed 
mainteiiame aliovvami- on the ^'■ronnd of the firesent economic 
comlitions hut that their applnations were refiisml on the 
plea of the finam lal stress of the estate; 

(r ) whether it is not a fact that the mana^rement staff r>f the four 
estates manatred joiritly in Tip|N‘ra is lar^i-r compared with 
that of the ei^'-ht estates in ( hitta^oii^ ; 

(ri) if NO. the reasons for this disjinnty; 

(rri) wliat is the rental of each of the estates managed joiritlv in 
each of the distruts of lifijMTu, ChiLtagorif^ and N’oakhali; 
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(rni) wliai <Ih' and pay ('irnliidin^ local allowances) of 

Uic Sadai rnanafreinent staff of the estates nuinap’ed jointly 
in fffiitta^ron/.r, I'ilMX'ia and Noakhali; and 
(ij-) what are the names and places of the different collection offices 
nrohM tin* (reneral Mana^,^erA of the Wards’ p^statc-s in f’hitta- 
^!fon^^ 3'ip|K‘ra anff Noakliali? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN; (nocTiiincnt do not coTtNidci' the matter ot such public 
nil jio? taiicc as to institute an id.iboratc ]n(|Uiry. Ttic attention ot the 
Hoard of' itevenue will liouo\er he draun to the case 


Union boards. 

72. Mr, D. C. CHOSE: AVill the TIon’hh* tli(‘ Ministiu in (haiv‘‘ of 
the l)(*part ment of laical Selt-t Jovei nmeiit he jileased to la\ on the table 
a statement showin^^ the numbei of union boaids winch have beini 
formcibjlii each distru t and the steps that aic Immti^’ taken to iiicnuise 
their numbei V 

The Hon*ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: A statement 
and a cop> of ( io\(‘i iimeiit (’irculai No ^oOl-llo L S -( i , dated t}u‘ 2nd 
September, Ut2(), statini,^ ( io\ ei nment’s jsiln \ in re;:aid to the cieation 
of m‘W union boards aie l.nd on the table. 


shnintdi thfi ntimher of union hmnh rstnliUaliPd iindor tio 


fttarrr I (fucstion A 'c 7i*. 

Nnnu'of ili.ttii't 

niii(h\nn 

itiililiiiiii 

Uaiikurft 

MnliiujH>r« 

Hoo;;lily 

IIo^^rRh 

M 

NliiilR 

KIiiiIiia 

IMcca 

Furitlpiir 

Mn inniflin^h > ... 
iUjhllHlli ... • • 

Noaktmli 

Tippora 


Art refened to m thf re/>h/ f<> nn- 

S ihiiIm r ii' .i 1 

t'WtHlUi'tnil 

!7'J 

2'JS 

!2f> 

H2 

iU 

... ... 14(1 

79 
224 
Ho 

... ... KW 

28 

40 

254 


Total 


2.1.37 
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i'lrcuUir rrfcrrcti t<* in tlif rrf»li/ tn nnsfiirrttl t/insfton ^ 


No 2501 — 2505 L S *(J.. (iatixl CaUaitta, tho 2n(l St'ptomivr, 1020 

f'-ori) — The H(jn’hlk Mr L S S t.i k . i c h . Stnietary to 

tlio (iovernineiit gl Muonipal t m» t»t la» al 

S«ll -Governnieu t , 

To — ^All Coiniiiissuniei s of Divisions 

In fontmiiat ion of the correspotKlt^iu v* restmt; with tins Department eiuiilar No 
L S -('t , dated the 3rd De<-emher. 1010, re^ardmj,: the toimation nt t mon 
Itoanis under the \ iTla^e S^df-ttov er nineiit A«t. I am dire< ted to sav that fiotn 
pjojwisals that have In'en reteived it ap|H*ars tluit some Di.strut Ollu er s aie not 
iivvare of tln^ IxiIk'v of Government and think that it will Is* sultu lent it a ievv I tiioii 
Boards are er«>ated exjM'i imenlallv 

2 1 am therefore to explain that the (Oiveinor in Conned has a f*orvvanl pviln _v 
111 this matter and desires to hav t* proe;ress in the ci'eation of rnion Hoards 
IK celera t^xl He is opjsised ^to the ereation of isolated unions and lonsiders it 
ne(«ssarv that I hev ^ should Ik* estahlislu-d in (oinpaet iieas eaeh adetpyite lor the 
I har^e of a ( in h' olluer 'I'lu' (iovernor in (’ouin i! is uwan* that Distrat (Mlueis 
niav in soiiu' eas(‘s 1 m* nervous ot est ahlisliinj: I nion Boards unless thev are assunKl 
that the> will Ik* sincesvful hut !i«’ considers that it sliould he hdt to tW' |M*oph* 
to prove* their capacitv Pn v iHa^^e sc ,'t ;,.V»v errirm'iit d'h** risk ol failuie in indive 
dual rases should he* fac c‘d in v n*w of the ^<*nerul hc*nc*fits wliicli may he* c'xjM'cted 
from .1 wide c'Xlc'iisjon of the* svBt«>m 

3 I am to n*fpU'st that a « opv of this le*1te*l may he* sent to District ()fheei 
District Boards and Local Boards ui vour division 


District Judge of Dacca. 

73. Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: {,n Will the Hcin'lde tlio 

MeinlK‘t in ni the .Iiiilieial 1 )epart nie*ii t he |ih*ase*d to state }iow 

inan\ inini.steT lal officers, en-<I<*ilies and j>ee»ns, atla(he*d to the e ivil 
eouits at D.ieca, .\e*Je fineel ehirin^ the* of Mr Dele'viiif^ne*, the 

District of Dace a !" 

(h) What is tfie jniy <>f tliese officers, and what was tfie* amount of 
fine ill (*aefi etise* ? 

(c) Will tfie Ifon’hh* the Me'iiihe*! fx* ph'aseel to state* W'he*the*t it 
is a fae t tliat the* Distiiet duel^e* of Dae e a ein the 1st eif Man h fiaei 
upjMiinteel a .N! uliaminadan oHi< e*i of tlie* civil e-oin t of Daeea. te-iiijMi- 
ranls to ae t as Nazii ot the* .lu<l^o*\s office*, on ifie re*tneme*nt of ifahii 
CTiarulra Prokas Das, tfie* iH*rinane*nt Nazir!" 

(e7) Is it a fact that tfie* sanl Jiul^jre* aj»i)e)jnte*el IJaliu Pfiani Hfjiisan 
Ray, a junnir ofiice*r of tfie* S\Ifie*t ciMl eeairt, on the* Iltfi Marcfi Iasi, 
as Nazir eif the Daeea District .fuel^e*’s eoiirl, anel tfie? saiel M iifiaminaeluii 
officer had to revert te) his own [K>st ? 

(e) Will the Tlon’tile the Menifier Im* ple*ased to state the resfx'ctive 
qualifications, tfie j>erie»d anei place of service and the offie*e expeTieruM? 
of the two officers named above!" 
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(j) T)j<i the ‘^al(] Di.stiirl .liulo-e of invite applications foi 

filiin/^ lip till* hunl v;i(arje.\ aiifl, if so, will the Iloii’hle the Member be 
[♦leased 1(» lay on the tabl(‘ the nain(‘rt of all appluants witli tloMi res- 
[M'ctiie (jualifieatioiis ami [lenod ol service? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHiM : (n) Ministerial offi(«‘Ts. 22; 
jK*onH ami onholies, 10. 

(h) The information will be found in the attached stateimoit A. ' 

(c) Yes Maiihi Wahed Haklit, offieiat in^.; ' Sheristlidar . Sub- 
.Iiid[^<*’s court, l)ar(a, was appointed tem|H»raiily to act as Nazir till a 
suitable ofli((‘i could be a|)j>ointed. 

{d) Yes Itabii I'haiii Ithusjni lta\ was s<de( ted as the most suit- 
able eandidaO’ lor the [» 0 't alter the aj^plnatioiis ot all the candidates 
and then testimonials had licen caretulK considered. Tin* ( lainis of 
(derks in„the oftires under the District .lud|,rc ol Dac’ca were dul\ con- 
Niderecl b\ liini, but from what he lunl sfcui ol their work and liom 
lh(‘ lei^iarks made b\ tin* pre\nius DisIjkI dud[^c. lie w,is (d ojtiniori 
that none ol Ihem was comftclent to (ordred the j»rocess-s<u viri;-' staff 
or lik<d\ to <1 js( liar [.re I li«‘ dut ICS of Nazii with elln kum'} Itwasiloue- 
fnie decided to taka iii an cMitsider. and th(‘ (aiidnlale Habii Pliani 
lUiUNan Ifay. who was \<>i\ w*dl sp<d\eii cd, was jji\<*n a trial f"i si\ 
months Habu IMiani Hhusaii Ha\ ha\in(.- waukrd \ai\ sat isfac leu il \ 
during: the [hukmI umler trial, was eontirmerl on tlie llMh Sejdemlier, 
11121. wlu'ii the permarient Na/ir retired 

(t) Maiihi \V ahc'd Haklit altet h.ivili*.! passed llie iMitrarae li\.iinin- 
alioii entered sei\ne in duru'. I’^d's. as assistant (ornpaiin}.: (jerk in 
the couit ol the Distint -ludee <d l)a(<a Since them hc‘ has sriciel in 
the* capacities <d Na:b Na/i. I'eslikai cd Sm.ill Cause (\uiit. Muliaiiii 
ol ,1 ud[,’-e’s ( Mlic-c* and Slic‘1 isladai in Courts ci} f’list Muiisit, fiist Subor- 
dinate d uilpc' and the' I'list .\ddit nuial d ucl^o* He* actecl for Na/iriii the 
District .lud[^’■e^s oflic-c' for a wliih- diirin^r this [xuiod 

Habu IMiani Hhusari H.i\ aji[>eatc‘d at the' I'ltst Arts I-Aaminat ion 
He tuiterc'd seivnc* in Maith, l!M)!r, as a ebuk in tin* cdliie- ol the 
SujM'i’iiiti'ndent of I’cdut*. .'^\llu‘t. arid was eunphued tlieic' till Ajiiil. 
HIM, when he* was tiaiisbu real to the ottiee ol tlic- SujxM intembMit of 
l*o]ic(\ DarianiJ:, l>uiiri[.r lliis [xuiod )h‘ ac ted twne as Hmol (1erk 
of the' otlic’C' At Dan. me hc' ac teal fora sliort ptuiod as Aecouritant 
und as Conficb'iitial Clerk for a winb‘ In Deccunlxu', Iblb, lie wa.s 
nj>|K)intecl Sh(*nstadar in tlu* ccnirt of tlie Second Subordinate dudf^e, 
Sylhet. 

if) A[»plic“ations were inviteil bv riontieation [uiblished in the* daily 
newsjKijvr, Ihf Stnttsnmn. 'nu* attai Iasi statcmient B will show the 
names of all ap[>lieunts with their res|>e( tive ctualiticatioiiH and jx'riocl.s 
of servit'c. 
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Statement .4, refr/ red to m ti^e 

a 

/ fpty to un 

N/'/r/Vf/ >/nt'^iton S'o. 7<> (//). 

vj 

Nftitw of clert. 

!•»> i.f ..m.', 

Atiioutit o' fliK 

• i 

• 

it rtmiiiK 


Ufi 

Kh 


1 Halim 

30 

10 

Km .in<l \mI 1 III lu ^ llfj;clu (■ 

2 K.im.iiii Moliiin 

Cliattrrji 

.Ui 

10 

1 >!l to. 

Ditto 

3') 

|o 

1 .ir ovv lu'^Ici t of ijiit \ 

2 Ai^iiil liolioiiiiui 
Dhaii 

30 


|‘or ami u illul « 

4 Nlnlirti'lra l.al 

Ikili^lk 

3i> 


Ditto. 

fi I't".' N\ki h M ittor 

fit) 

•Jo 

» 

[■’or iiii'l will III iH vl<o t of 

.itiiv 

•. n-ir.i Natl, 

( ii.iki a\ .1' I \ . 

30 

; 0 

t 1- 1 k Iri*- }« cii \\ fir iio' i ,r m1 i imi 
H lin 0 1" f of O 1 till, liilM Km 1 0 

1 'I 1. roH' to'^'n 1 of (jut \ 

D/t!-' 



1 oi ro' M tit*;.' 1( 1 1 of <i II t \ 

7 i:.i.ik I.,il Mw 

l.licTjl 

m 

•M 


'I iio < lork HM fiiinl III 1'»10 

.i.’i'l t ratiMf ( ri dl i ti 1 0 1 7 .r- u 
{iiiiiiKlimciit I }jo\ 1' 1 I'liMiiri'ii 

111 It! t u 1 ( ( ici fiiit 1 \ , o iM'r f oi llj«* 
(ii- r of till riiloM mIiiIim^ 
to t i>t‘ t alili'’ of ( oiitfMilM iiiiO for 
failing.’ l«i H'tioii a < oi MilcniMf 
uiiiiilx-r of m onl~ I liul iiiui 
i« I'll 1 for froin Kim or«l 

Kootn 

8 )o\ uIihIi \ iiHij-lr.i 

Ka\ 

'/•!) 

io 


Kumar Ita\ 

3i) 

10 

1 or ^rorH To /1«M t of lint \ 

1> Hokiii.ja L'hiiUiira 

Dttar 

30 

10 

Fir Wilful or 'onliiiiiid ri'^rliM t 
of llul \ 

1 1 I‘ai ik^hit < 'liari'lrn 

I 1 1 iipta. 

4fi 

10 

Fur leaviii*,' tin Ktatiuli without 
making' tho arn arM 'rii*’ < h?rk 
la fluirrant (IooUmIi- 


» fx e of thf* or'Irr 


12. Anuirali 




Ui Ditto 

5 ^ ' For groM are 


Ki MAlinrmrK'^l .Muluk 


3o 
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Nfiin<- of f I'-rk 

!*»)' of ofBct.r 

Anioiint of fine 
III »f»ch caw. 

i 

1 Groauds. 



IN. 

IN. 


14 

Siir< ijfiru Kmtiar 
hull 

;^(i 

10 

For gronH neglect of diil x. 

15 . 

Drh^Ti^lrJi ('liandra 
(’Imkrasart V 

40 

K. 

i 

1 For crcHH atid wilful neglect o: 

IG. 

Ali'iul llaktfii ... ! 

1 

.30 

10 

, P'or proHH ncLket of linty wind 
, lie liaa eiiiJeax oiired to eoncea 
hy hiiliiuitting a fhl»e explana 
tion 

17 . 

Kiuh( riKi'lih .All- , 

.30 

10 

Fo*- grOKH and uijfiil neglect ol 
i1ut\ and for HiiOmitting a falst 
exfiluriati »n. 

18 

Snrcndf a (Miundra ' 
Hasak. 1 

.30 

15 

'riie clerk wilfiilK riisregarded 
.he Distrnt JiidgeV i .xpreB" 
Ol dei F'lr 1 l)i‘> t here ( an he no 

exciiM- It ann'iints to in* 

fiuhoidinalioM. 

19 

Miswrnwar liny 

1 lioii'lliiir \ . 

40 

10 

For gro8« nedei t of duty. 

•20 

Pliatani NaLli 

Ha-'-tk 

30 

•* 

The 1 lerk lias he ii wai ned once 
and w.iv rei.n:l\ emHiired 

otherxxi*'* hi-' reiord pood and 

1 hhall d» al li nieiiti v wii ii him 

21 

iiaictidra Kniiiar 
i )aH 

1 

,3<i 

Half a 

inui lli'u 
pax 

lilt \.iih N i/ar has made f.ilse 
Stan in- nts. •‘iihinitted false ex- 
pl.Ui 'tt'in and i xhiiel* <1 u spirit 
id iiiBidnirdinat ii'ii 

22 

I’raii ilalial.i. 

HaHJik, 

30 

Do. 

! Hito. 




I’KONS. 



of rt<.>n. Ur»(S«'. Aaioiint of fint. 


1 Hi 


' 2 . Stilit'iirtli Mir ^ ... I 

! 

I 4 [)urjr« Cliarnn IV- 

;H) Htraii Cliaiulra l>e 

SS. Kal'irinlMin 


15 

15 

16 
15 


lU 3 

S<*\ tMi (jay*!' pa \ . 

IN 2 


1921.1 


QUESTIONS. 


m 


Vtjpoe of PeOQ. 

\ 

Grad.-. 

i 

\t>Kn>nt of fin** 

i 

Ii8. 



63. .MckIiov Kumar Kftut 

16 

lu 1 


04. llaraii Lharuira Da^ 

16 

Us 3 


8C K’ajaru Kanta lic»)ari 

14 

Hr 1 


1 lioino-li Chandi n I’al 

1 1 

Kh 3 


! J 1 M iinaiiimad I)oti(j(to 

14 

2 


128 'ralicruddiii 

13 

M d 


^ - — ! 

Okdekijks. 

> 

Nuiim of orji'rl) 

l»rnd<* 


Aiiioiiiit of flor 


Kh 



I Na/nn 

lt> 

Us 6 


2 Slii^liM 

1" 

, 2. 


. * < } < 1 { > 1 

in 

. 3 


4 AU')o 

1 1 

' lu 2, 1:h 4 

Us 2 

6 Caiipa 

11 

Us 6 s, U. 

I, lih 3 1C 6-8 H 6 H 

t* .Makritul 

10 

1C 4 


# 




Statement Ji 

refet red /o in 

t/if reply t> 

> nti star red 


(j\testx>m S'o. 

7 '5 (/). 



No. N»n»M» of »tiplic«ntA. 


nirnl. jf oi(> 


I>fcU' of flrut R{i|K>tut- 
rm-ut 


1 Wa}io<J liaki.t ... PanhMj tlif‘ Kutranre FixannriH- -ifitii Jntu-. IH98 

t»on. Slj<'n»ta<Jar, FirMf.Sui^- noarjy 23 \car» 
Court. Dacca, offi- 
ctaU'ii an Na/.ir }»rfure 

2 F*hani Bhuaau Itay ... PahM‘d the Entrance Exainina- 4th .Mar< h, 1 9o9 

lion antJ apjx-ar**^ at F A nearlN 12'yean». 
Exarnination Sheriatadar, 

.Sefijnd >>uh<Jur]j^i«'i Court, 

Bylhftt 



(il'KS'nONS. 


[23rd No 


1?(0 


No 


NaiiiD 0/ npplirarito. 


Qualifl<'ation* and presont appoint- 
ment, it any. 


3 Krislma Chundra Bora) ... ■ Studied up to M.A. 

I i 

4 liirendru Cliaiidra Key ... I lifad up to H A S'-rved as nii 

elliciiitin^' <‘lerk, in tlie 

' inissioiier H nflicc, Hacca * 

' ^ t 

ft KMlicira .Mohan ^ilioKli ... AB I. Jd.-ad^T of l|j< Mtifialii- 

^NUij Bar 

T) SiHir Kiuiiai M uUuirjeo ... Head up to I.A. Servin^^ a^ an 

lnHp(*ctor undor MeHnr>>. Bird 
* & C'o , Cliaiidpur 

7 I [iini-ila iVahUutia S<mi Rr ad up to I A Now a Nmh 
.N’u/ir, in the Dii-.rict Jud^o''M 
olhco. .M MiUMHin^li. 

.. lo ad up lu F A Now Slicri'^- 
taiar. Sooond Sidt-.J iidj:;fV 
I'liiirt Dacia 


H ' N a u a I ( .\ 1 1 


I* ; S(i\ am Bandliii Bas/dv 

10 Akiiilt iiandta (Jant:uli ... 

I 

11 Bahama Kmnai tihonh''' ... 

1*2 Ami Ktimat IiIiohIi 

I 

13 I Jamini M dtan S‘al 

1 

i 

j 

14 Akahov Kumar Koy Chow- 
, dioiii. 

i 

I 

I 

15 . lUjam I’iiandra Bose 


i> L Pleader of th* local Bar 

t’lvil .Sun Clcik, I>aica Fol 
lecloratc. 

Slici isladai, Foiirlli Snh 
J nd;;i h t'oiif t, Dat I a 

Appeared in tin I A Fxamina 
tion At pH H* nt draw me 
Rh 75 ah all Auditor of t iie 
t’o-operntoi SiHit iic-, Daciu. ' 

Shenatadar, Fifth Muiisif h 
I' ourf, I>acea. ; 


ApjK'Ari'd at tin Final B 1. , 
Kxaminntton thui \ ear. | 

.Sheri '•tndar. Sixth .Sub- J 

Judire’s Fourt. I^ucca. 

i 

Sherirttadar. Fiftli Sub-Judjfe’a 
Couit. Dacca, 


• lUUrt4 from WTtew from tut lulT mi. 


D*tet/ first tppoinl 
ment and period 
of serrioe. 

1 


, IfOfi. U yars 


2.'»lli Si'ptemhci 
IHUG, altoni J 

> e.Uh 


Ihli Mari h, 1H8S 
32 ^eal^. 


22nd IVeernln-r 
ixOU, aliont 3( 
yearx 

lat June. Iftl? 
aliout 4 tears. 


4lh May. 1892 
almnt 29 ^enra. 


1921.1 


QUESTIONS. 


iSl 


! 

I « 

No. j N*mf of »pplKainU. 

» 


QualiAoiktionK and prwK'iit apiv«;iic- Pair of flrtt appoini- 

maut,jfan\. i n*««nt and period 

• oi fn'rTj^. 


16 ; Lalit Baiiorjff 


AiH xMlIitUlit. Jiul^p'h otVicr, 
Dacca 


K'Uli AiifriiKt, 

liUout *24 

N larK. 


17 ^ Hap'itdra NathCliattorjec Slicri, si aiia: , Third Siih-diulg«\ ' Hth JmI\. 1 

Court. Darca. i ahniit d“ > rtn ^ 

1 

I 

18 Pliaiii Hhiisaii Key ... | .An undergraduate- 

I 

.Moh'-iidra Chandra Chnk , AiU'ountaiit, .Iu«]g<-'K otlicc, ; 
rahart} * I Ahpore. 


Nurses in the Medical College Hospital. 

74. Mr. BUOY PR08AD 8INCH ROY: ia) Will ilu Hon ble the 

Miiii.ster in chaigi* of tlio l)oj>ai liiuMit of Local S«‘lf-( io\ ernrnent Im* 
plisi^.ful to stiit(‘ wludlicr it is a lact that all the nuis<‘.‘< in Hit* Calcutta 
-Medical ('ollcgc ITos[>ital aic either Kiir<»jH‘aTis o? Aiiglo-I ndiariH y 
(h) If .so, are the ( Jovernnient coii.sider ing the de.siraliility of apjKiint- 
ing Indian.s as nuises m (he Mednal College Hospitaly 

The HoiVble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; (a) Die numn 

of the Medical College Hospitals w lio aie siipphi-d h\ Hie Calcutta 
Hospital Nurs(‘s’ I nst if ui ion and arc paid from then h'lindH are Kiiro- 
jx'ans or Anglo-Imlians witli the e\<f*ptiori of 121 emplo\cd in the Kilen 
Hospital who are Indians. 

( h) There is no piojHisal to apjKunt Indian nurses in these Hospitalii 
at [ire.sent luit when the new block of rpiaitcis foi inns««s is rcad\ and 
working, an extension of the eniplo\nicnt of Imlian iiurses is 

contemplated. 


Assessment of chaukidari-Ux in village unions. 

75. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: in) N tim Hon hh the Minis- 
ter in charge fif the Depuirtment of I.<»eal Self-t iovernment aware that 
on aeeount of the introdiirtion of the Village Sfdf-tfovernment Art in 
Bengal, rhaukidari taxe.s have lM*en increas^Ml and that it is eiMMiinif 
dissatisfaction among the people? 

(h) If so, what ste[>!s, if any. are the Government profxising to take 
in this matter? 


questions. 


[23kd No 


- The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The asset 
inentH made hy union l)oar(ls on account of chaukidan esfahlishme 
rcimr.n much the same as they weie under the old C'haukidari t\i 
Onion hoards aie em|M)wered to impose additional taxation uud 
clause (h) of sectum 37 of the Village Self-( j(n'ernment Act. The 
|K)wers aie vested in the union hoaids themse]\es and (iovernment ha 
no intention of interfeiin^^ with their dis( letion in this matter, (ic 
ernment are not awaie of any ^^eneial di.ssatisfaction owin^' to taxati 
being imjHisod undci tin* \’illag(‘ Scli-tioveiriimuit Act. 

(It) As alicad\ slated, (i(»\crnni(‘ii( do not jirojHjse to interfere wi 
the discietion of 4lie hoaids. 


Strikes of working classes. 

76. Mr. BUOY PROSAD SINGH ROY: (a) AV 11 the lion hie 1 

Meriihcr in cliargc of the Dcpai tnuuit of ('ommeiec he pl(‘ascd to lay 
the tajilc a statement showing the iiumhei (d stiikesof the woiki 
classes in Hengal dunng the last ten months? 

ill) Have tlic (oiveiniiMMit consideied tin* desiiahilit \ of finding ( 
a lemcdy to put a stoj) to thesi* strik<*s in fiitun*? 

(c) If the ans\v(‘i to (h) is in tin* atlirmatne, what steps aie 1 
(io^ern^n'nt taking in tins direction? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the HonM 
Mr, Kerr): i<i) A siateliielit is l.nd on the table 
{h) Yes 

(c) The member is iet(*ired to (i) (iovernment Uesoluti 
No Uld'i ('om . dated the IStli .lune. ])uhlisliing the Hejxut of t 

Industrial I inest (’(unmittee, and in) Resolution No 32(»«S (’t>m. . dat 
the 2!(th August. 


Stiitt nieni rrfrrred to tft Via rejih/ to (''aose [u } UHsf'irrrd 
(furstinji No, 70 [ ft I. 

Nuindor <if .sinki's m prttpri'ss in Bm^il from l^t .laiiuarv , I 'eji {., 

3lHt (K tolur, ly^l 


I (’•rrlfxl forw»nl from 
iW-rmbiT. U»SO. 




Total 


Jmiuiiry 

Febniarx 


11 


'•J I 23 

14 I 14 

I 


March 


8 


8 


1921.] 


QUESTIONS. 


153 


• 



Oarnetl forward from 
L»«»nib«T. a>' 20 . 

Nra. 

• 

Total. 

• 

.April 

... 


* 

" 

11 

Ma\ 

... 



i:t 

13 

Jura* 

... • 

... 


7 

7 

Jn)\ 




N 

14 


... 


- 

1 

1 

6 

N'plemfier 

... 



8 

H 

(K'tober 

... • 

• 

... 1 

i i 

.S 

5 

1 


Tctal 


! • l: 

V7 1 

• 

inH 


Price of Coke. 

77. Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I. tin if. i. I>1 p th.. 

Moriihcr ni the 1 )rj);u t mori t of ( 'oni iiiom »• nv\aro lhat iho 

jJDct' uf coke for (lorno‘'t]( < oiisuiii|»t ion in ainl aiouinl ( ali tiita lias 
u{> cMossiN cl y and that tlic jnocnt |»nrc has hccn caUHinji: 

^Mcal Jiafd'.liip to tin* pnhln par t iciilai 1 \ t<» the jumuci ,s(*(tion of il'" 
(h) Ha" tin* attention <d the ( io\ei ninent been diaun t<i tin* laot 
that oMinj^ to the exee^sne lii^'-h pine of coke the pooler jH*opl** in 
( ali'utta, partieularlv the lahouiinjjr » hi'^ve*^. haNe lM*en ofdi^»'<‘d to a'oid 
♦ oijkiri^r tlnor fo(Mi a.s innch a*' pcussifile. and that tliev jtr»* ;rradiial]\ 
resorting'’ to those kind.*' <d f«>od vvhieli reipiiie no eookm^'^'' 

(r) Is tlie Hon’hle tire Meiid»er also a"aie tfial owin^'- to hi^'-h f»rn'eM 
of ( oke the hahit of eookin^'^ their food tv%ie«‘ a da\ is fast fallrii^ 
into disn.se amongst the fatnilre" of the ]Kiorer hfunlniloic class''' 

^ (fi) An* the (josernineiit aware that tin* .supply f)f wa^'-ons for carrv- 
in^ coke for rioiiiestie coii.sumjrt ion in ('aleiitta is most iinliffer<*ntlv 
driven }iv the f’oal Transportation Officer ? 

(c) Will the Hon’hle the Menil>er 1 m* pleased tc) state hfiw many 
wafffms on an avenij^e j>er month were .supplied for this purfxise last 
year, and how manv were supf>Iied this year in the months of .lanuarv 
to May, respectively ? 

(/) Is it a fact that according? to the f’oal Tran8[»ortation Officer’s 
rules, the Town could ^et wag’ons for soft coke for domestic use only 
on Sundays, but that on most Sundays it failed to f^ei them at all !" 

M 1 


QUESTIONS. 


[23u!) .V, 


lU 

in) Has the attention of the Hon ’We the Member been drawn 
(he reaoli.tion (No. 42, dated the 27th April last), of the Corporati 
of t'ffleiifta on this subjeet* requesting the Government to come tw t 
;e/ie/ of the fnifferern by the ndoptinn of immediate measures to ensui 
an aiteqiiate, regular and uninterrupted supply of wagons for the traffi 
of domestic coal for the city similar to Royal Indian Marine and I/oc 
stanflard ? 

(h) If so, what stops liavo since Wn taken bv' the Government t 
give effect to tlie said resolution? 

The HcKi’ble Mr. KERR: (n) The price of coke in Calcutta shows 
tcri(h‘nc\ to fall and is considerably below the level reached in Apr 
and May, lltLM. It is still, however, considerably qbove the pric 
which j«y‘vail(‘d three years ago before the coal shortage begat 
(loveriinient have no doubt that the high price presses severely on tli 
jMiorer ^Cf’tions of the coininunity. 

(h) (iroveriinieiit a?(‘ awan* that statements to this effect were mad 
in till' course of a (hdiate in the (’alcutta CorjMiration meeting on th 
iiith April, ]U'2\. 

(f) The Govfunment ha\(‘ no information on this |>oint. 

(<l) A comjdaint of this nature was brought to the notice of th 
Goveniment- 

(e) A stateiiM'nt giMiig the particulars r»*(juir(‘d is fdaied on th 
table 

( /) All authorised suj)pliers of ‘^oft coke fiir domestic use are place 
in X (c) class and supplies niav be had on any da\ that tt.is class c 
s|HM'iul supply comes undei the daiK allotment, provided the collier 
submits the necessary indent. As this class of sjiecial supplv, f.r 
‘ C ' class, was not fnaiuently met. iiistruc tions were issued by tli 
Coal Transportation Officei to the East Indian Railway t^i meet a 
authorized indents for .soft coke in full on Sundays after indents fr 
Loco coal had been met in full, thereby raising the iK>sition of thes 
supplies from the ordinary * C ’ class and placing them next to Loc 
cOal. This was done to ensure Indter supplies and. since these order 
were issued, indents have Wen met accordinglv ever>' Sundav and i 
(•(dlieries in«lent regularly and correctly on Sundays, their supplie 
will W met. 

\(l) A'es. 

(/i) The matter was brought to the notice of the Government o 
India and the (\>al Transjwrtation Officer has done all in his powe 
to increa.se the supply. 



1921.1 


QUESTIONS. 


St(t.tement showing the supplies of soft coke to Culruttu re/erteu 
* to in the reply to unstarred question So, 7 7 \^e). 


(A)- 

-Dujtisa 1920. 

M Klfttlt*. 

Jaiuiliry, li'20 — 

IviHt luJiaii Hailwa\ 


n;o 

Heii^j-ul-Nagpii* Uuilway 

... 

Nil 


'I’otal 

ir.o 

Fcl'ruftry, 1920 — 



IiHiiaii liailwaN 

... 

297 

ht ri^al Na^ri)nr Kaiiway 

... 

3 

• 

Tnlal 


Mardi 19*20— 

IviHt Imliaii liuiKMiv , 

... 

•2:17 • 

Ueiigul-Nagpiir liuilway 


19 


To till 

260 

Ajiril. 1920— 

r.asl Indian Kall^^ay 



Ilrn^'al Nagpur ItaiUay 

... 

2 


Total 

133 

Ma> 1920— 

Hast Indian llaiI\Nay 

... 

012 

iJengul-Nagpnr liuilvsa^ 

... 

fi 

• 

Total 

017 

Jniie, 192“ — 

Euht Iiniian Hallway 


4H7 

iWngal-Nagpiir Hail\^'ny 


.Nil 


Total 

4«7 

July, 1920 — 

East Iridinii Railway 

... 

f,62 

Bengal Naj.' pur Railway 

... *** 

Nil 


Tiital 

562 

Augiiat. 1920 — 

East Indian Railw’sy 

... 

453 

Bengal- Nagpur Railway 

• 

2 



QVVl^Tlom. 


[23rd I* 


i<sr, 


S»*pl»Mnl*«‘r, 1920 — 

'» Ku«l Indian Itailway 
Bcn^al-Na^^piir liailuay 

OrloU-i, 1920- 

I’iiint Iii<lian Railway 
licngal Nii/rpur Railway 

N()\ <inli«*r. 1920 — 

Riisl Indian Rmlwav 
Bi'iigal Nummi Railwa\ 

f 

I)«(S‘Milicr, 1920 — 

RavI liidiiiii Railway 
lUiM>^al-Na^>|iiir Railway 


Wnjjoiin. 

1 4:^ I 
9 

Total ... 1 52 

4f>2 

II 

T-dal ... 4 G 3 

201 

17 

Total .. 07 K 

219 

24 

T.'Ul ... 243 


{B)-I)rfUN(: 1921 . 

.Iunnar\. 1921 — 

Rast Indian Railway 
BiMi^al-Nag^l'iu Rallwa^ 

Tnlal 

Fidiniary, 19*21- 

Rant liidinn Railway 
RiMif^al-Naxpui Railway 

Total 

March, 1921 — 

Kaat Indian Railway 
IR'ii^al-Nagimr Kailwiy 

dotal 

April, 1921 - 

Rttt Indian Railway 
B«*UKal.Na>?pur Railway 


270 

20 

^ 290 

IHl 

1 

182 

aou 

13 

313 

310 

4 


Total 


314 



QrEf;TIONS. 


^^a^. 1^1 — 

Ka'Jt IndiiUi Kail way 
T^eii^al-Nafrpiir Kailuay 


ini 


Wagoiiiw 


Total 


477 

r. 


4H;t 


Effect of >ion-co-operation on schools and colleges. 

78. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: (a) Hus Ww uitnituMi 
111 the TIoii'Me tlK‘ Minister in c hur^»-e oi‘ the l)<‘]mi (nieiil ()f Milneutinn 
]>een (liuwn to th(‘ statnninnt niu(l«‘ hy tin* Ilon’hli^ the Viee-( 'hunei'lloi 
nt the (’uleiittu rni\<‘r.sit\ rejjrai din^ the (‘fleets of tin* non-eO‘ 0 |M*rji f ion 

iiMoeinent on Hie school uinl eolli'jre students of lien^ul ^ 

• • 
ih) Ale th(‘ ( io\ emnn'iit projiosin^ to rendei’ an^ financial assistance 

to the C’alcutta rni\eisit\ in its pi(*sent ciisisy 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. P, C. MITTER: (n'l an<l i/A Hefenon'e is invited 
to the i(*ply ^^’■iven to a stalled <]uestion askeil h\ Hal Halit .Nfoliali 
Siiij^h H<i\ Fhihadiir at tins session. 


Indigenous modes of treatment. 

79. Babu HEM CHANDRA BH ATTACHARJI : Will tlie HonMile 

t!ic Ministei in chai^fi* (d the Depaitment of Loial Self-f io\<*i nnieiit }»e 
pleased t(» sa \ vvlietliei tlie (n»\e»MTnent ai'<‘ con sjdei i n^’- t)M‘ desiialnlitv 
of apjM»intin^^ a stainlinj^ mixed C'iniinitfee of all<>pathic and indigenous 
Jiia< titionei s to d»‘\ isf' means In? em oui a^'-i n// i nd i^'‘(*nous modes of 
tieatment 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Tlie rejdv is in 
the ne^»-ative. 


Additional Presidency Magistrateship. 

80. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: Will the Hon hle the 

M(On]>ei in c liai^'^e of th<* Judicial T)epartm(*iit J»e jdensed to state 
whether, in view of the redmtion in woik causf*d hy th(* recent with- 
drawal of the Munitions Ihuird (iises fioni ihe court of the ('hief Hresi- 
deney Ma^»^istrale of (’aH utta, it is contemplated toaholish the additirinnl 
Presidency Magistrateship ? 

The HeiPble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: If is eontpfnphited to redure 
the [period for which the apf^rint merit has already lK*en sanctioned^ 



utn^snoN.s. 

Baraset-Basirhat Light Railway. 


f23RT) Nov 


m 


81, Rai HARENDRAIiATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the IToi^ bl 
(}«<' in chai^re of the l)(*inirtirn*nt of ibiblic Works be pleasei 

lo stut<‘ whether the> have leeeived a' copy ot the representation mad 
[)>' a larjj;^e number ot th(‘ inliabitants ot the Basiihat subdivisitm to th 
President, Kailway Board, setting foitli tlie numerous jmblic giievance 
with r(*gard to the Baraset-Basiibat Light Uailw’ay? 

(h) If so, are the (iovernment considering ihe desirability o 
instituting an impniv to asceitain whether the grievance''' and mis 
mariag(*m(*iii complained of are true? 

(e) Aredhe tlovernment consid<*iing the desirability of seeing tha 
the pie'seiit h'ase is not i-en<‘W(‘d unb'ss and until the grie'vaiices com 
plain<*d of. and found trin* arc remedied? 

i 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (thi 
Hon’ble. the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur) 

(a) V(‘s. Ttie (U'lginal petition ha" be<*n toiwaided to thi" (ioveinUK'H 
b\ the Baihvax Beniid toi disposal 

(h) The Senior (i<>vernment Insjiectoi of liailwniys, (''ircle No. 2 
(’alcutta, has been asked to make tlu' necessaiy inquiry and .subnii 
his it‘port to ( iov(‘rnment . 

(c) This niM'stion does not arise* as rio h'ase' has been gr'anted b, 
(lovernmeMit to the* ItiUlwax Companx TheHailwax is subsidivt*d b. 
the District Boaid ed the ’J4-I’ai ganas aiiel its const i uct ion was aiitlic 
rised liy (ioxeinrnent bx an order, dated loth Ma> , l!t()d. und(‘ 

W'ction b of tlu' Ih'iigal Tramways Act, 18Sd. 


Second Presidency Magistrate. 

82. Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: p/i Will the lion bl 
the Member in charge e)f the .ludicial Dejiartment In* pleased te) lav oi 
the table a copy of the riolitication No. 48 J., dated the 4th January 
1918? 

{h) If that notiticutiern is not in force now, w’ill the Hem’ble th 
MerulHU Ih' jdeased U) lay on the table a copy of the notification Ir 
which it has Ikhui sujvrseded? 

{(') Will the 11 on ’hie the Memlrer Ih‘ pletwe<l to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that under the rules framed hy the Clue 
PresidtMicy Magistrate under section 21 of the (Vimina 
Procedure Cmle, 1898, with the sanction of the l/ooal Gov 
eriiincnt, the Secxuid Presidency Magistrate should <ifdii)anb 
* sit in the Northern Division police court at Jorabagan; 
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^//) whether it is a laet that, since tlie rejxarlition of the Calcutta 
^lioe courts, in Ajiril, 19U), Mr. E. 11. Keays, Second 
Presidency Mag-i'itrate, had he^n >i<tin^ in tlie Noitheru 
Division police (‘ourt at Joraha^aii till he went away on leave 
in April, 1920; 

(/It) whether it is a fact that the pay of the Second Presidency 
Magistrate was considered iiuoleiiuate h\ tin* Iak'uI (loveni- 
ment a^d has re(‘ently been raised from Hs. 1 .‘JoO to 
Ks. 1,500; and 

(tr) whether it is a fact that since Mr. Keays has returned from 
leave in October. 1921, Mr. Swinlun^ has not allow4‘d 
Mr. Keays to resume his dutnvs at Joraba^'’an ^ 

(d) If the aiiswer to t c) is in the afiirmativc, will the llon’lile the 
Memln'r be pleased to state wh\ lule 2 as frameil b\ him iftider S4*('- 
tion 21 of the (h'lminal Proiedure (’ode with the sanction of the Lo( al 
( io\<‘riinient has not b(‘en obstu ved ^ • 

(/) Did the Child Presidemy Maj^istiat(‘ take* action iri tins niaflcr 
witli tin* sanction of the ( fovt*T nnient r' If so, wli\ !" If not, why not 


The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR*RAHIM: (a) A cop\ of the notifii ation 
IS laid on the table. 

(/>) 'I'lie notification is still in force 

{( } {!) and ( 11 ) Yes. 

(in) Y’ es . 

(ic) Mr. Swinhoe as Chief Presidt'ruy Magistiati* askt'd Mr. Keays 
to sit at the llaiikshall Street ('ourt. 

(d) Mr^ Kea\s was asked t<» sit at Hanksliall Street in the interest 
of public serMce as it was not thoug^ht desirable to disturb the arrange- 
mentu at Jorabagan. 

(e) Xo. The rules do not debar the excK iw* of discretion by the 
Chief Presidency Magi^tiate in cases when such d(‘j>arture for a time 
is clearly in the interest of public service. 


Is otificatwn referred U) in the reply to clause (a) of tlie. unsUirred 
question No. 82 {a). 


NOTIFICATION. 

ho . — The Xth January, lUlH . — The following rules which have been made 
hr the Ch|fBf Presidency Magistrate under sub-sec^ion I 0 of section 21 of the Ckide 
of Criminil W^ei^lure, 18a8 (Ad V of 1898), for the Courts of the Presidency 
^*in*tratet, Calcutta, in sapersession of rules 2 and 3 of the rules published under 
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Notifuation No (>(j 28P . tiu* 17th April, 19U), ha\f‘ been sanctioned bv the 

fiovernor iii Ojunoil and arc luiblished for jiencial information: — ‘ 

2 The C’fiicf IVesidcmv Magistrate shall ordinarily sit at the Sfiutbern Police 
Clouit and the fvM-nnd Prcsidcrwv Maj^istiate at tlie Xorthern Police Gnirt The 
other ]*r<>sid<'n< y Manistrates shall sit wheie the ('hud I^reMcienc y Majiistrate 
may dir«‘<t them to sit In case of c‘iner^C‘n(\ an\ I*rc‘sideiic\ Ma^ristrate niiiy 
hold his Gmrt at such place and licMir as he may consider b<*st suited to mc'c-t the* 
nKpiireiiieiit s of the public scTvice 

:i The* Second Pn«sich‘nc y Magistrate u ill di\ idc- the work at the Nortliern 
Police- ('^uirl lM‘lween himsedf ami the- othc-r Maoist i at'*s. Stipcuidiary , or Honorary 
asHijjcned to tjiat (’ourt Tin* (Miief l*f esiclc-nc> Magistrate* will clistnbute- the* work 
at the Southc'rn Pcdiee (’cuiit 'I’lie- Honorary Magistrates shall take* c ouiir/.am c- 
of such com[»laints and eases as max he made* oxe-r to tl'cm bv the*se Ma}j;ist ra tes 

I'rox idl'd that, durinp the* absc'tice* of anx Ma^i-liriu* or in tlie* exent of nnx 
pM'i-si re of work occ-umiit.’ in anv Court, or tor any othc-r spec.al reason, the* ('hic*t 
Pre*sidemy Mamstiate* mav atranee* loi the distribution ol the work amonu othe^r 
PiesideiKV Magistrate's 

.1 H KEinc 

('hirf Srer f fan/ io Uir (lin t'i ti tnr fii <>{ /}i 

Liquor shops in Raniganj. 

83. Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: (n) Will thr 

TT(>ii'l)l(‘ tlic Minister 111 c liaiore ol the l)ep:ii tiiieiit (it ii'ulttire and 
llidtislne's he ]>h‘a*^(Ml to state \xhethe*i it is a fact tlial tlic-ic* ai(* sc*veii 
lieiMised cotiiitrx li(|ticn shops xxithin the small nnitncipal :iiea of Ifaiii- 
^’•aiii in additnin to si\ iinne sinnlai shops within a ladni'* ol fixi* niil<“J 
of Ihinitrnni. n trait xxhnh is uiosth inhahit«‘d h\ coal inineis'*' 

[h) What is (he* total innnhe*! of In I'lisc's foi sale* of emmt r\ -sjerit 
and fxicJnrin in tlie siihdivision of Asaiisol cov(*mi|,^ the i .lal inininp 
area of the di‘<tri('t of Btirdwan. and what was the total vahp* of the 
sail' of .sjnrit and fmr}nni> in the* ;ihc*M* Mihdi visiem diirinp tlie year eiid- 
in^^ dl st March, 19LM. and the epiarter (*ndin^' 80th June. 101?! . also 
statin^^ the i>o]nilatii»n of the siihdivision ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali 
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur): ( c/ 1 'riie'ie* aie eilie* licensc*el count r\ -spirit . 
ainl three licens«‘d jHtrhirnt sliops m the niuni< ipal ai(‘a of Hani^Miij and 
two e'ountrx -spirit and se\e*n luulm ai s)io]»s witlnn a radius of fixe miles 
of Itaiiik'auj. 

{}A The total mimln'r ol licenses for sah* of ( ouTitrv-spirit and 
fuirhtrai and the total value of the countrv-spii it and pachirai sold in 
the suhdivi.sion of Asansnl are as follows: — 

eountrv-spi7it shops, and 120 pnrhtrni shops. 

Value — Country-spirit, Rs. 3.G4,908; pachtrni, Rs. 12. 37. fill 
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2st Quarter — 

1921-22 — 26 country-spirit ^^hops ainl ptirfnrai shops 

* Value — Countrv-^pirit, IN. Sl,!KS4; parhirni, Ks it. (>6.216 
The population of the Asansol sululivi'.ien is I0.‘t.964. 


Inconvenience to passengers on the Murshidal»ad branch 
• (Eastern Bengal Railway). 

84. Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: (/i) Has th<‘ altiMition of the 
lloiriile the Ministt‘r in <liai^»'e of tin* Depai Inien t of l‘ul)lu Works 
hcen drawn to the inconvenience of lailaas pas‘<en^'-ers on the Miiisfiida- 
had hraiich of the Kastei n Hen^^al Kail\\a\ ouiii^^ to (h(‘ ^loppa^^e 
of the runnin^*of tlu* lo(*al tniins duiin^^ the war? 

{h) If so, ate the (lovernnicnt (oiisideiiu^ tlu' dt'sirahditv <d 
the tallway aulhoiitit's to pro\ i<le a fast tiain on the M ui shidaliail line 
at tfje eailiest opjHUtiinity • 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYI0 NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (n) No 

(h) din* attention of the* iaih\a\ authonties will he invited to ihis 
matter. 


Secretariat establishment. 

85. Or. A. 8UHRAWARDY: Will the Hon'hle the MemlK . 

in ( harj^e of the ApiHiintment Depaitment Is* j>leas(*<l to sUite — 

(!) tBe nuinhei of assistants and head assistants in tlie diffiMent 
dejrartineiits of the ('ivil Secretariat; 

(ii) the nuiiilier of I>ej>uty Seeretai les, T nder-Seeietanes and 
AsHistunt Seeretai les in each ])e|rartnient ; and 

{tii) the jKiy and allowance'^ attadieii to each of the jKistsy 

(h) Where there is a l)ej>ut\ Secretarv , or an oflicer doinf^ tin* work 
of Deputy Secretary, as well as an I nder-Sei retary or Assistant Secre- 
tary, is the work of the Dejmrtnient divided hetw'«*en the two I' 

(c) If so, the w^ork of how many assistantx apjiroxiinately is each 
required to jm.ss and siijiervise? 

(d) Is it a fact that in the Department of Local S<df-(foveriiment 
and E<lucation and the lU* venue DejKii tiiient the Assistant Secretaries 
have merely taken the j»Iace of the old Under-Secretaries?' 

(e) Ifl it a fact that they do not receive similar remuneration ^ 

(/) If so, W'hat is the reason for this differentiation Y 
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MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’Me Sir Henry Wheeler): (d) (/) The inemlier is referred to the 
10 jiiira^^niph of the Minihterial Salaries Committee’s Report, 
Volume ]. 

(i/) and (in) A statement i^iving the information is laid on the 
table. 

(fj) Yes. 

(c) Ah the di.stribution of work amoii^ assistants does not rorresjxind 
with that among^ oHie(*is, no arisw'(*r can be given.' 

((/) Ye.s. 

(r) Yes. 

(/) The •reniumuat inn ol tin* old rndei'-S(‘eretaries w’as fixed wdth 
refei'encf* to the })a\ drawn by other riK'rnbtMs of the .service to which 
they Ixdoriged, that is. lh(‘ Indian ('ivil Service Assistant S«‘cretaries 
are apiKiipted fr-orn tin- liengal Civil Ser vic(‘ or from .services of similar 
HtutUH, and they r(‘ceiv«* a dut\ allow’anci* in addition to the jiny which 
they would di'aw’ in a r<*gular line. 1 In* (h^sirt* to eff(‘ct economy w^as 
one reason for tin* change Udrig made. 


Statnnent rvferrvd to m the reply to (a) {n ) tnid (in) o) umtarred 
(laeniion So. (r/) (ir) and (in). 



I>*»puf y 
•Sneretnry 

, St.fvinJ Offli er 
, dolnif Ui«- wiirk 

1 of Doputy 

S«cr«'Ur\ . 

! 

1 rmler-.Swretarj 

Stx'rvlary 

Chief StM’rctiiiy M oflit c ... | 

1 


1 

1 

1 

Local Self (icvciiiiiiciit Hiul 
Kiliication. 

1 


: 

1 

Finaiicr, Coniiiicrcc uiiti 

Marine. 

... 

1 

' 1 


Hinenue ... ... ; 



( 

1 

Agriculture aii<i Industries | 


... 


1 


Va\ ANI» AllOWANCKS ATTACIlEn TO TIIK POSTS. 
Chief SecTfUiry'i O^ce. 

IVinity Sfcrelary 


Rs 

Pay ... ... ... 1.500 

Overneat allowance ... ... ... 250 

Duty allowance ... ... ... 200 

T.>ul ... i,i»50 
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Under -Secretary. 


m 


iU. 

Pay ... ... * ... IbO 

Overaeas allowance ... ... ... 200 

iMity allowance ... ... ... 20i> (a) 


Total ... I.loO 


A'Histunt S4M relar\ 

\iH 

Pay ... ... ... 

I)ii(\ iill-iwarKr ... ... ... 100 {<!)• 

Total ... (iM) 


Local ^elf 'Government and Kdncatwn I)ep(ir(>ne»tt 
I)t'jnit\ Secretary. 

lU. 

l’a\ ... ... ... 2.500— lOO 

An-mtant n t.ii \ . 

K- 

Pay ... ... ... r >00 (r) 


Finance, Cnmmefce and .]farine I >cpa* imrntu 
S|M-ciii/ < )rti( ,‘r 

IN 

... 

2(K» 

:jio ( it ) 

r 2 r> (r) 

Total ... 


U rider Secretary . 


pH 

Pay ... ... ... filtli 

Overneaa allowance ... ... ... 1.50 

l>uty alUjwarice ... ... ... 200 

Total ... 1.000 


( K eraeafi allow nri<’< 
ne^utntion allowance 
C-'liarcL' allnwanec 


• « 1 Plu$ rrMi4«iM!j hAowt »lk>w*rKV 

(k» Th« Diraetor of Pabtlc tartrueiion U tb« 4 X~ofirio IVpuijr 8*rrH*rj in tV K4ur«f ton D*ti«rtfnrnt. 
■f I f'lmi dutj oOowanmr of R*. IflK* pltu Prw»i4»rK-j 
(*} At fU. 10 • daj . 

*•* for workiof mt Dcpaty R«cr*t*rjr. If Arfikf Prpnrtm^ot 
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Revenue Department. 
, Agsihtaiit Secretary. 
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Rs. 

600 (a) 


0 


Agriculture and Industriet Department. 

AHhlHtunt Secretary 

lU. 

Pay ... ... ... 600 (Z--) 

I’ny aiwl allow, ittccH of aasintatils and lioad asaiatants ar»- sliown in paragraph 21 of 
the Mitiiaternil Salarica CloininitOM-’h Report, Voltiine I. 


Secretariat establishment. 

t 

S6. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: i^;) Will ihc 
lIoii’liU tlu* MciiiImt hi chaigi* of' llu* A])]M)]ntiiieiit I)cj)ui< merit he 
pleased to .state — 

(i) the iHimber of a.s.sistaiitw and head jissistant.s in the ditfei’enl 
])(‘pai tmeiits ol tlu* ('i\il Sim rtOaiiat ; and 
(//) also the mimlM'i of l)ej»iit\ SiMTetarie.s, rnder-Secretai iivs ami 
Assistant Se( ietane> in each I)<‘partm(*nt . and the pay and 
allowances attai IkmI to <*ach of these jMislsy 

{h) Will the Ilon'hle the Memhei he pliMsed to slate how tin' work 
IS di\id(Ml between (he (w(» officers wlieie thei(‘ is a Depul \ SiM retarv 
or tin (fthcei doin^- (he woik of a Deputy Secre1ar\ , as widl as an 
r ndei-Seci’t'tary oi .\sMs(ant Sei ietai \ and the work of how nuiny 
Assistants appro\imatel\ each is icMjUiitMl to [lass and suijervise':' 

(c) Is it a fact that in tin* De]>artments of l.oeal Self-t iovei nment , 
Kducation and Ke\enue the Assistant Secretaries have taken the place 
of tin* old r nd(*i -Secrelarn*s 

( f/) Is it a fact that the\ d«» not rei'eive tin* same remuneration V 
{*') Is it a fact tliat one of tin* I ndei-Secretaryships which was 
treated as a “ listed po.st,” has In'en abidishedy 

{/) .An* the ( lovei niin’iit consider in^“ tin* desirability of throwing 
ofX'Ti a DejMity Secretaryship or Secretaryship to the Bengal Civil 
Service Y 

The Hon’Me Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a), (h), (c) and (d) The 

memlH*r is referred to the repl> given to a similar question put at this 
meeting by Dr. A. Suhrawardy. 

(r) Yes. 
if) No. 


rhu lU. 100 dutj lOlnwvncr plm$ rnwid^ncv hon«r Allowancf /tiut Riu IOC m nwtitutioiuJ 4lk>w»iK« 
(H r/m R«. lOO ilutT plt.t rrf«W#n<“T hotiar ikitoirftnce. 
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|7. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: (.i) Al the llon'blr the Mvu)l>er 
til charge of the Mamie l)ej>ai tment he j)lea>ed tu state whethei he is 
iwaie of the fact that second idass ticket.s aie not i.s>iied troin I'atua- 
kliali to ]htri>al by tlie mail steameis, allhtm^li llieie is second class 
K ( omnuxlation on board such steameisr 

(^h) It so, \Nhat Is tlu' leason loi this pi oct‘dure 'r 

(/ ) Will th(‘ Ilon’ble the Menibei be ple.i»ed to statt* uhethei it is 
.11 I ontempiation to .iddiess liie J{i\ers Steam Na\igution ('onipan\ on 
I Ills jMiint r" 

{(I) Jn the Ilon’ble the MemU*! aw.iK* ol llie tio I that*tln*re is no 
second class gentlemen’s bathioom mi the Haiisal-K linina K\pii‘ss and 
N aiainganj-Kliylna mail sleameis*;' 

{() Is it a tint that on the lin.ilundo-.Nai.iin^aii) and ^loalundo- 

['handpui steamei'> sui li balliiooms aii' [molded ' 11 so, what I*' the 

rtM',(in loi tills dijfeieiitiat ion !' > 

if) Is It a tail tli.it tlicie .lie ideiliK tans in tin* sei niid class 

abiiis o) stiMiiM'is lunning between (ro.ilundo and ('handpiii and that 

there ale no sin h Ians in the s<-( <»nd i lass < .I'tuns ol sleameis iiinning 
hetween Khulna and Ibnisal' It so, wh.it js the le.ison tor the dillei- 
•lii lal ion y 

(;/) Is It a i.o t th.it < ushioiis arc provided on tlie seats in the seeoml 
lass (.ibin (d steamers luiiiiin;; betw»*eii (fo.dundo arid ( liandpin and 
lo.ilurolo arid Naran!>.'anj arid that iio sin h < Ushmijs are pio\ ideii m tin* 
'Cl Olid (lass c.ibin ol steanu-iv lunnin;.! between Khulna and Ilaiisal'f 
It ■'O. \rhat is liie reason ioi tins dilferent lat ion *' 

MEMB^ER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Kerr): ( o > , i In a lid I r I It ! " a 1 .o t lh.it se» < ujd (hiss t n k el s \\ ei e 
lol hein^’- Issued on the mail steaineis lioiii Patuakhali to Hailsal although 
here w as second i lass a* • om inoda t ion on lio.ird siu h sti'ameis. 'I he 
bunt Steamer (’om])ames wlio w’«je addressed in the matter state that the 
easori was that tluMi Sub-Ageiit at Paluakiiali had no su[»[d\ of aecond 
lass ticket.s and tliat the matter had not jue\ious]\ been brought to their 
lotne. 'lire Sub-Agent at 1‘atuakhali lias now been instrmted to rmiiuit 
or second c lass t u kets 

id) Only one of the steamers on tlie Harisal Ex[)i<‘hh w^rvier* had 
I '^‘[xirate gentlemen’s bathimmi on the lower deck for second class 
«is.M‘ngers. 

(e) On the (toalundo-Narainganj and Ooalundo-Chandpur steamers 
eeond class bathrooms are provided for farlh ladies and gentlemen. 
This is [X)Ksible Wcause the steamers on the Padma are larger than 
ho.st* on the Barmal section. On the Barisal steamers the demand for 
«cond class accommodation is very small. 
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(/) Only one of the six steamerfi on the Padma has electric fans 
in the second class cabins. * 

(p) Mattresses are provided in second class cabins of the Pftdma 
steamers but not on the Barisal stcarqers. This is because the number 
of passengers using the second class on the latter service is very small 
and there has been no recpiest for cushions. 

European police offloers. 

88. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon ble the Member 
in charge* of the Ap|K)intment Jh‘pai iment be jdeased io lay on the 
table a statement showing the total number of Kur“()]x'aii police officers 
of the Indian i>olice in Itengal and also note their names wuth the 
University examinations that each of them h^is passed? 

The Hon'ble 8ir HENRY WHEELER: The total nun. her d 
Euroisuin police officers together with their names will I.e found in the 
(hvil hi.st. The following officers liold University degrees: — 
liieufenanf-Uolonel P. A H. Pritchard — If. A. 

Mr. U. E. S. Faiiwe.ather — M.A 

Mr. (1. U. MacDowcll is a Barrister-al-Law. Info] mat ion icgard- 
ing oth(*r universitx examinations, c // . Matriculation, is not readily 
available. 


Resolutions 

(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general public interest). 

The (h'hate on the rc.mdution of Hai l)i. Ilai nlliaii Dutt Ihihadui 
legal ding police c«»urls was resumed. 


Location of Presidency Magistrates’ Courts. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: Yesterday 1 
brought to the notice of the (^mncil the various points which the resolu- 
tion suggests. It appears to me that the resolution is divisible into three 
parts. Firstly, with regard to the alleged inconvenience of the litigant 
public; secondly, with regard to the irregularity in the conduct of busi- 
ness which the mover traces to the location of the courts in several places, 
and, thirdly, with regard to the high charges which are incurred on 
account of the courts being scattered over different localities. 

With regard to the first, 1 beg to submit that, tiiking a enmmonsense 
view of the question, it appears to me that the two courts ought to be 
lo<‘ated in different places; it would be convenient to the litigant parties, 
to the witnesses and to those who attend the courts on business. Of- 
fences ought to be tried in the area in which they are committed. That, 
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Sir, I take to be the commonsense view of the question, snd 1 advised the 
Hon’ble sir Abd-ur-Rahim to accept it when he consulted me, and that 
wa^also the advice of other members of the ^>tandinjr ('ommittee. •Now 
1 say that I have taken a commonsense view of the case, but if the con- 
venience of the public is looked to, I am sure that that view may not be 
considered as a wrong one. Rut an inquiry or investigation is necessary, 
and it ahould be made by responsible men. The learned mo^el ought not 
to obje<*i to it. He has suggested the amalgamation of the two courts 
on the ground of convenience. That is a question of tact and 1 am not 
told whether any investigation has already been made. 

'i'hen with regard to the second (|ue.stion, I submit that these irregu- 
laritJes can be obviated, but it is not a ((Uestion which affects the i>oint at 
issue. 'J'he jiriiiiary issue is whether the two courts should be located in 
one place ; it ought not to be clouded by extraneous matters ; whether the 
Tublic Rrosecutoa gets larger fees than he ought, whether his •ssistants 
and staff get large sums of money, whether tlie jileadeis chaige ver\ high 
fees, and whether the magistrate likes to jiostjxme cases on ai <<^iunt of 
the absence of seni(»r pleaders — these irregularities which ha\e lieeii 
brought to the notice of the (’ouncil can be easily settled. 

Thirdly, with regard to the extra charges and the ex|>enditure that is 
incurred on account of the transfer of cases from one court to another^ 
.M> answer is, that we must look to effiei<*nev. 1 have’ always urged the 
practii e of ecoiioiiiN as far as jiossible, hut with an eye on eHi( ieney ; that 
1'' a \ital j)()int for corisiderat ion. 

It lias been said by one of the sjieakers that tlie location of the Small 
t 'ans(‘ ( oui t in the centre of the town is a proof in favour of the resolution. 
Ihat is true, hut we are dealing with criminal offem es, and my subnirs- 
''lon is that these offences inav be conveniently tried in tlie jdac e where 
tlo‘\ are committed 1 submit that a proper in(juir\ should he ma(b‘ into 
these matters. 'Plieie is als<» no j»roper scheme before the f’oum il 

Dealing with the (juestion of the ilisposal of these <-ourt Imildings, I 
ha\ealread\ lirimght to the notice of tin* Hoiisi* that the Ihtnksliall Stieel 
< ourt building Is a ( b)\ernm«‘nt property I ha\e.sccn tin* house It is a 
rondemned one 

Here the member liaving^ reached bis time-limit resiimeil his seat. 

Babu FANINDRALAL OE: I heat til v HUpjKirt the resolution moved 
by rny hon hle friend. The history <>f the partitif>n of the pidiee eourts, 
Its modification and the debates in the (Vnineil on Jhis jminf are well 
known to every inenil>er and need no repetition. 

I have ha<l sfiine ojiportunity of studying the situation first-ham! am) I 
can say from niy experience that the increased fees of lawyers and delay 
in despatch of bu.sinese are some of the defects in the present arrange- 
ment. Another very important point in this ronne< tion is the ineffect- 
ive supervision of the courts by the Chief f^residency Magistrate. But 
the most convincing argument for the amalgamation of the two courts is 



POLICE COURTS. 


[23ed Nov 


m 

the financial ( onsideration. The partition has caused considerable in- 
crease in the recurrinj^ and non-recurring charges. There was a time 
ulicrcthc (iovcinnu^nt could spend a few lakhs of rupees in an experiment 
to have a i)olice court at Kyd Street and then give it up saying that “it 
had not been an entire success. The case is different now. The finan- 
cial crisis has made it im])erative to cut down all unnecessary ex- 
penditure. If the suggestion in the resolution be accepted and given 
effect to, there will be considerable saving without impairing the effici- 
ency of the department. It is high time that the matter should be taken 
in hand as the Oovernment proposes to erect a building for the Bankshall 
Street j)(dic(‘ court. Then* is enough space in the plot in (piestion and 
with suitable jilans all the different courts can be housed there properly 
together with the rH‘wly establish(*d court loi traffic cases. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I lic^g to supp.>rt the motion 
of Dr. Ilhridhan Dutt. After all, I am glad it is not a man of my caste, 
that is, a lawyer, who has brought it forw ard. He is a doctor and an 
Honorary Magistrate If it had been brought up b\ a man of n)\ caste, 
i e., a lawyer, 1 am sure it would have been t reated with the gi eatcst 
Iinsmble sus|)i<-ion from the start by those in whose hands the decision 
lies. I am not sure whether the Hoir])le Member in charge of the Jiidi- 
< ial Department holds the same view of the lawyer. 

With regard to this resolution, 1 find there are tliiee })afts in it ; th»' 
fii'^t IS, that the present arrangements of having the courts of the Presj. 
dency Magistrates in the same building, for the tiial of “seiioiis" as well 
as “petty” cases, but at different places in Calcutta be abolished. 

Anybody who has ever had anything to do with any of these courts, 
will be able to say what a j)andemonium it is for the first two hours when 
these petty cases are being tried. It is absolutely impossible to go on 
with any business there- laige . lowds, almost suffocating, and tremend- 
ous noise all the while. If any gentleman doubts this, let him lun to an\ 
these court.s and see for himself if anv business can be done. 1 have 

seen the Magistrate shouting, the police shouting, peons shouting, people 
shouting. ever\body shouting. (A voice; “Pleaders shouting:-” ) Yes. 
pleaders do si, out. no doubt, but they have a right to shout, and tho.se who 
aie jealous of iliem, they also slomt. Therefore, there is no (question that 
these petty cases ought to be tried in a different house altogether. 

With regal d to a more .serious matter, viz., the two courts lieing 
ha ated togethei -the Bankshall Street court and the other one in the 
northern pait of the town — I lespectfully submit that a very strong case 

has lieen made out with facts and figures by my learned friend. I sup- 
port if, first because it will be cheaper, it will involve less expenditure. 
My friend, the doctor, has given the figures, and I do like to go over them 
again. There ha.s been a very great rise in the expenditure on the min- 
isterial and menial establishment. We find, in 1913, it was Rs. 30,000 
and it went up to Ra. 41,000. La.st year, it was Rs. 39,000, and it went 
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up to Rs. 57,000. The Public ProNCcutor's expenditure from Rs. 9,000 
went up to Rs. 17,0(X), and continj^enoies rose from Rs. 7,000 to 
Rs. •16,000. Do you know what these continffeucies are forP The\ are, 
most of them, for policemen moviijg about from court to court. Over 
and above that, there is the motor-car allowance for my friend Rai Tarak 
Nath Sadhu Bahadur. I do not grudg“e him this. Tliese are roiifjhly 
the t^xpeiises. I am not one of tlu>se wlio think, unU'ss \ou alwa\H (juoto 
fipuies to several places of decimal, your arpruments are not correi't But 
the simple fact re*main8 that two establishments are bound to be more 
i nstK tlian one. On that p'round. first of all, I suj)]»ort this motion. 

The next ground on which if ought to be supported is the matter of 
convenience to the juiblic. It may be asked why I am anxioils about the 
jmblic. My friends of the .servo e for which ue all have a vei s high le- 
gard may look lyiou me a.s.a crocodile. 1 know that if you keej) these 
<‘<nirts apart it i^ IxMter for the lawyers than anybody else. IMie people 
have got to pay more. I can say from personal experienci*, that the law- 
\*'rs there do charge, and particularly the .senior men, charge higiliei fees 
as the>e courts are sit uated In different localities, for the simple reason, 
ihat they make up for the loss of time which is entailed in g’oing from one 
(o'uit to another. Most c»f these men spend a large portion of their time 
on the Strand Road with the result that when tlie pli*ader arri\eH at the 
<'ourt his case is almost ]ialf-finishe<l. It means loss to the j)«*opIe, who 
}ia\ e got to eng’uge pleaders, who a ver\ tH)ublesome bod\ in their 
ditto nlties Idiis IS a ground on wdneh 1 certainK suppoil tins motion. 

The tliiid rmi.son is, there is tremendous loss of turn* in doing busincHs 
1 oi iiivtaioo, it records arc wante<l from one court for another, they can- 
not be g’ot tlie same da\ ; you have to s<*nd a man down, often in u motor- 
( ar . he asks the court f(»r permission t(» take the records; tlie same pajiers 
are perhaps exhibited in another court, then he has to g'o bar k. 7'liere is 
a serious difficulty when the paj>ers are exhibited in both tlie courts. 
Then another difficulty is that when cases are transferred by thr* Second 
Presidency Magistrate to Honojary Mugisti at«*s, they fanmjt lie sent lo 
the latter at once. They must g'o through Mr. .Swinhoe who will have to 
put his initials before the cases g-o to the partic ular Hoiioiary Magis- 
trates Thus means that a whole day is lost, and it means exi^ra money to 
the pleaders. I have earned much money myself in this way. 'I'here is 
an idea that rny friend has Wen put up by pleaders. 1'his is absolutely 
wrong. It is to the interest of the litigants that these two courts .shoulil 
W in one and the same building- No case has l>een,mac|e out exc ept tlie 
convenience of the (iovernment officers who want to bring justice nearer 
home. In that case why do you not break up the High (\»urt, or the 
Sessions Court at Alipore, that is a ridiculous idea. Then there is the 
argument that in Ixindon there are four courts. Well, if you take the 
suburbs of Calcutta into account, you will ^find that already there are 
several courts here— one at Alipore, one at Sealdah, excluding cen- 
tral courU. 
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Another reason why I should support this resolution is this; formerlj 
there was one police court, ^s we all know, at Lall Bazar, ^he reason 
why this was removed is not very clear, but it was said its very flose 
proximity to the police (oinpound an/l the Commissioner’s office was not 
desirable. Afterwards it was divided into three courts. One court was 
set up at Kyd Street, but this had to be abolished. You cannot set up a 
police coiiit in every man’s house. 

Then, Sii, as regards .some remaiks made f)v my esteemed friend, Rai 
Mahentlra (Uiandra Mitra lialiadur, that there would be loss f)f efficiency. 
With the greatest defeience to him, whi( h is almost unlimited, 1 .say that 
this fetish of efficiency slumld not be carried too far. There is a limit tci 
the constant cry of efficiency. Kver\ tiling which is not sufr^^ested by 
(rovernment is not efficient. That is an idea a/.:ainst which 1 stronf,^l> 
protest. His second objection was that there \Vas no sch?‘me ready. An^ 
w<‘ the jiersons to make schemes!*' W c make pi(tposals,"if they ar(* accept- 
e(t we have ^ot highly paid officeis to work out s( hemes. I am not heie 
foi- th^ [lurpose of makin^i^ sehemes. 3'hat i^ idle talk. We have oui 
land surveyors, we hav(‘ oui engineers, it is tor them to make schemes. 

ThcicloK* I sa\-~-do not hav(‘ a f(‘tish of all that. It it ajijiears 
to Nou that there shouhl not b<‘ two ((uirts but one and that is moie 
to t!u‘ (oii\enience ol the public, b\ all ini'ans have it done. If it 
is ni)t so, and if the facts and ciicum.stanc(‘s show that it is le^s costl\ 
and iuoi(‘ c(Uivenient to ha\e two courts and that is (alciilated to cause 
less d(‘la\s, b\ all ni(‘ans ha\e it. 

Tlu'ii, as re^oirds the juesent court at Bankshall Street, 1 submit 
that tins liouse was built before bold Clivi* came to this countiw. It 
is a vei,\ old dilapidated buildinjr and I do not know whether (lovern- 
ineiit will be resjionsible foi the lo.ss of limb or of life that ina\ be 
caused if it tunibh‘s down. It is a \(‘r\ wretched old building: anil 
|H*rhaps till' oldest buihlin^^ in Uabaitta. It has j^ot to be demolished 
in aiiN case, and if it is to be demolished, ma\ 1 ask whether it W'ould not 
be a sensibli* loiirst' to .sell this plot and out of the .sale-proceeds to have 
the |K)lice court.s at the heart (»f the comiiKMcial part of the txiw'n .lust 
op|H>site the ('eiitral Avenue or near about it. \ou can have a fine build- 
inf; foi the accommodation of the courts out of the sale-proceeds of 
the land in Bankshall Stm*t. 1 think you can now acquire some lands 
at the site just op|>osite the piesent (’entral Avenue and which is, I 
believe, projeited ,to W extended up to Dharumtala. It will indeed 
be a splendid building and there you can have ample space and compound 
and something more for some othei thin^»’s which you might require. 
You (iin [)ut even your «*ourt for traffic case's tluMe: of course you must 
have the i hildren’s court in a cjuite separate building but it is quite a 
dilTeient niatler. 

As legards the court at Joiabagan, I submit that it is not a fit place 
for a court. Although it is in the northern juirt of the town, but it is 
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iiuay from the tramway servii e and one attending there has to walk stum* 
(i I stance — ^ 

At this stage, the member having reaclMnl the time-limit. ttMik his 
seat. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: 1 lM‘g to SUJ>J>Olt 
t!ii> resolution but I must say that there are two sides of this question. 

1 lla^e lieanl some strange obser\ atioiis made tt»-da\ . Oiicid tbeiu 
is that justice should not be brought near to the* homes of iieojdc ami that 
it Is absurd and nonsensical. This was too much lor me. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: Is the expression non- 
sriisicar’ a parliamentary expression? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Babu Surendra Nath Ray): I think it 

is unparliamentary. • 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: May 1 *ask~was 

the %\(*id “ nonsensical " \ised by the last s|)eaker i>arliaim*ntajy ? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Y oil are not to juit any question to the 
(’hail. You had lu'ttergo on with youi sjK*(*ch. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: To say that to bung 
justice to th<' doors of people is absurd is a pio{M)sition which will take 
a Ilian’s bieath away and 1 won<b*r that a imunbi'r of tins t’ouneil could 
li.iNe s(*iiously made it. Justice* ought to Ik* biought down to the 
honu's of |H*ople whenever it may Ik* jHissible. Wh«‘n it is jKissible 
!(• do so (he courts sliould be duplicated. It is a question of finance* 
to the* jK'ojde. Win*!! the* (Jovernment was j)b*a.s«*d to divide tin* jh)1ic<* 
(ouits into three courts it was guided by the tw'st of motives. It ilivided 
tin* police court into three e-ourts — the Kyd Slrf*<‘t. the* Jorabagan 
and the Lifll llazar where they are now. It was thought that it should 
he* to the benefit of the jH*e)ple. but. unfeutunately . the*ir inte*ntions have 
ix-e*!! falsified and the*\ were (d)lige*d te* e lo.se* up the* Ky<l Stre*et couit 
Now the question is: Is the Jorabagan ceiurt a e'onve*nient pla<*e* for the 
[sdice* to Ik* located? A gentleman says, “ ne>.” Sure*ly if it is not 
it ought not t(i be* there and that is one leasem whv I support this resedii- 
tiem. If you can go to a e*entral position ami bring justie*** nearei tei the* 
homes of the jeeople, it wouhl be a gcKxl thing to do. 

Then come.s the question of expense. This is a serious matter. We 
are iiot financially very well off and if this leads us tei^a large ex j>e*nditiir«*, 

I shall be the last man to support a change: but so far as I can He*e 
it will not lead to a large expenditure. This is a (juesfion whieh must 
l>e decided by the Government authorities; it is for us to say that it 
is the desire of the ('ouncil that the Jorbagan court should he abolished 
and that it should l)e brought back to one court. In this matter the 
wishes of the people should be consulted and so far as I can s€»e, the 
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repreHeutatives of Calcutta in thin Council have all supported the resolu- 
tion That being so, (iovc i nint rit i.s Ixiund to coiisuh i the wishes of 
the jiojmiatioii ol Cab utta ^s expressed through then representatives 
If there were any man here who represented the people of Calcutta «and 
said “ no, we do not want it,” 1, fgr my part, would have thought 
twice before supporting this resolution. As no such man has come 
forward and said it would not l»e right, we cannot but support the resolu- 
tion. A mufassal pleader has opposed the resolution. I say he has 
got no locus standi m the matter. 

I Hulnnit that taking ail sides of the (jiiestion into eonsideration, the 
re.solution should be supjKjrted. Ol course, the question ol cost still 
remains. We express our desire that the resolution should be 8Up])orted 
but when iioverninent should bring forward pio|>OHals as to the cost 
then we would finally decide the matter. 

MauUi A. K. FAZLUL HAQ: I 1 eel an almost irrepressible desire to 
Hjieak on this resolution because the suggestion now under discussion is 
one of ipy old favouritt‘s. Twice in the old Bengal Legislative Council 1 
biouglit Minilar resolution^ for consideration, .ind on both the occa^ions 1 
was taunted with liie nunark tiiut 1 had brought forward the resolutions m 
the interests of the meiiibeis of the legal jirotession. 1 am glad that on 
the present occasion the resolution has b<‘en brought forward by a mem- 
ber who does not belong to my profession and to whom, therefore, the 
charge can never apply and whose exjieriem e of tin* matters under dis- 
cussion is as wide and varied as his im>tives are beyond (juestion oi 
criticism. 

1 have not had the advantage of listening to the debates of yesterday 
and 1 am at a slight disailvantage in consequence. 1 will, however, trv- 
to recajiitulate the arguments which, to me, appear very strongly in 
favour of the suggestions now before the Council ; and I would ask 
hon'ble members to excuse me if, in doing so, 1 ie|K‘at the -^irguments 
which might have been brought forward by members w ho have .spoken 
before me. 

The first point that 1 would submit for the consideration of this 
Council is a sort of admi.ssion that was made by the Hon'ble Mr. Lyon on 
the first occasion in reply to my resolution that the location of three 
courts at three different places was nothing more than a mere experiment. 
Well, if it was admittedly an experiment, the question whether that 
experiment has been a suece.ss or not must nece.ssarily be judged bv the 
results. Now, on the first occasion, although my resolution was not 
accepted by Government, the Hon’ble Mr. Lyon promised that he would 
make certain inquines, and, a^ a lesult of the inquiries, he was convincetl 
that one at least of the courts ought to be abolished. The net result was 
that the three courts were reduced to two. To that extent admittadly 
the experiment has been a failure. The whole question now is whether 
this experiment of Itx'ating the courts at two different places must be 
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considered to be unythin^r like a Kiiceess. In jud^rinp that matter 
Lertain facts have to be kept in mind. I have heard a jfreat deal about 
justice being brought home to the people; b\^t people forget that a court 
IS not constituted merely by setting up a beiuh of magistrates, either 
stipendiary or hoimrary with certain official paraphernalia to help (he 
(ourtin its work. It is also necessary that there should be la\\\ers 
alta( bed to the court to help the court in carrying on its business, because 
although lawyers do constitute a sort of unmitigated evil, the\ aie, to 
say the least, a necessary evil under the pn‘sent system of administration 
in this country. If you set up courts at every street coi net \ou also 
invite jileaders to set up jiractice, and the result necessarily is that litij^a* 
tion i** fosteied; and whereas you want to bring justice to the do(»r of 
the peojile. all that you succeed in doing is that you induce tin* people to 
indultre in unnecessary litigation, d’he multiplication of (onrts leads 
t(» this disadvaiUage, that* it increases litigation which at least is an i*\ il 
and has got to be t ondemned, • 

Sec cindly, my fiiend, Uai Mahendra (’handra Mitra liahadur, who lias 
njipo^ed this resolution, feerg^ets the fact that, when pleadeis ha\'^ gc»t to 
(liMcle their time into two ccnirts, they get an opportunity ot chaiging 
excel hitant fec*s from then clients. My triend is a membei ot the legal 
pioft'ssion himself, but I doubt if he has experience of tlie woik that is 
}»eing done in the two courts in (’al< utta. I can. however, claim to have 
some practical and jiersonal ex]»erience of the business that is londuc teal 
111 these two courts. On one occasion, if m\ memory does not fail me,^ 

I had one case in the dorabagan court, two cases in the ffankshall Stic*et 
and a case in the High ('cuirt, and the Oouncil will be sur|)ris«*d to hear 
that on that da\ my clients between themselves, had to pay something 
like* Its Ip) as taxi hiie. I had to take a taxi to the* dorafiagan court ami 
as taxis aie not c)rdinaiil\ availafdc* theue, I had to keej) it wailing then* 
and the cliarge was enormous. These little c'xpenses which c lients liavc* 
tcj undergo*ran be obviated if the courts are located in the same building. 

Then, there is the cpiestion of fees that is j>aid to the pb*aders You 
( unmet ignore the i)leadeis: you have got to engage th<*ir services and \ on 
have got to go to them; and if lot) pleaders separate themselves into two 
different buildings and on an average there are 76 in eac li building, these 
76 jKu son.s get an opocu i urot . , in most cas<‘s, of dic tat ing thc*irc)wn teiiri'.. 
You must not make the mistake of thinking that because the number of 
I'le.adeis is decreased the i umtiei of c ases in the two fiuildings Kunatns the 
sati.e It is not meutdv the lialf of what it was at eacli jilac*^*; so that 
while the work is aiiprec iably diminished the muiifief of plc*ader.s jiractis- 
ing at the place i.s reduced to half and the pleaders get an opportiinifv ot 
(ha ’iring exorbitant f'-e-.. 1 ai. saying this from personal e.\iH*i lem e 

altllaugh I have not Iieen there as a litigant in either of these jilaces; but as 
a mattc‘r of fact T have come across cases in which litigants have had to 
pay Tory exorbitant fees simply because they^oiild not induce the pleaders 
practising ordinarily at one place to go to attend to his case at another 
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place. The question of expenses to the litigants has certainly to be, 
considered and it is the most important factor for consideration of this 
('oiincil. , 

Then, there is the question regarding houses in which these courts are 
at present located. The Jorabagan house itself is unsuitable and up- 
desirable. So far as the Bankshall Street court is concerned the site may 
be a good one but the building has been repeatedly condemned. And the 
(iovernment have admitted that they are going to rebuild the house in 
Bankshall Street on the site on whic h the court is located. If the build- 
ing is really going to be rebuilt, cannot the Governim'nt take steps to 
make it spacious enough to acccnnmodate the two courts — the one at 
Bankshall Street and other at Jorabagan in one building? There is 
another point which is more or less of a sentimental character, but whicli 
ought not to be ignored. It is this; that in Jorabagan the Deputy (’om- 
missioner sits with all his police paraphernalia and thvre are also the 
MagistraLvs holding the courts. I have heard complaints from the 
public that this is a most undesirable arrangement that can be conceived 
Asa mAtter of fact, one of the reasons why the Police Court was removed 
Irom Call Bazar was a general complaint of the jmblic that the Police and 
the Magistrate ought not to be located in the same building. Is it con- 
duci\e so much to efliciency that you should ignore public feeling and 
I>ublic criticisms in this matter and persist in loc'ating in the same build- 
ing the Deputy (Vimmis.sioner and all his police as well as the Magistrates? 
The reason is that the public say that the presence of the police in the 
court building tei’rorises the witnesses and they get so mueh frightened 
at the sight of the ]i{dice that they really feel loath to speak the truth. 

Then, there is the question of the uneciual distnbulion of the work. 
If the Magistrates are located in the same building, when one Magi.strate 
has got his hands free some ca.ses can be transferred to him. Sujipose 
that the Magistrate at Jorabagan finishes his ( asrs b\ r M.^but before 
he can send word to the Chief Presidency Magistrate to get some more 
cases to try, the court hours are over. But if the Magistrates are located 
in the same building, immediately a Magistrate has his hands free, he 
can get some lases transferred to his file; and this might lead to an 
expeditious trial of ca.ses. This question has been already discussed and 
I might remind the Council that under the provisions of section 192 
of the Oiminal Procedure Code it is the Chief Presidency Magistrate who 
can directly transfer the ca.ses; and the fact that the Magistrates are 
holding their courts in two different places greatly impede.s in the way of 
the expeditious trau?ifer of cases by the Chief Presidency Magistrate. 
Tnstanre.s are not uncommon in which delays have occurred simply 
because the Magistrate is .sitting in one building and the Chief Presidency 
Magistrate is sitting in another building and the latter is not able to 
quickly transfer the ca.ses to the Magistrate who has his hands free. 

As regards the establishment co.st and contingent expenses, my friend, 
Mr. Mnllik, and another speaker have referred to them and have shown 
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li,>w the.se rharjres have pone uj> in one cuse from Rs. to Rs. 41,(KHt 

and in another from R.s. 7,{UH) to Rs. KI.IMMI. (»f course. I am speaking 
Mihjeot to correction. At any rate, it must, he admitted that there has 
tpcfii a g-reat increase both in the establishment and in the i^ntiii- 
uliarjres. 

Isastly, comes the question whether the su^r^^restion that has been made 
in this restdiition should be really acrejited by (loverinncnt . (b»vernment 
t an always find jrroiinds for rejecting proposals. Government im'mbers 
( an always put up tjie most gallant defence in defence of a very bad cas*.. 

I would ask hon’ble members to consider the suggestion on the merits 
and from the iioint of view of litigants and litigants alone ami not to 
\ add to the clamour of the official defence. The Government has defend- 
ed the sy.stem. There is in this (\»umil, and. if I mistak(‘ not, a pnblu' 
outcry against the system which has gone on increasing since 1 discussed 
this (juestion in (\iuncil in the year 19ir). During these six vears. we 
have been repeatedly approached not by pleaders but by memlfius of the 
litigant public to bring up this rescdution in the Legislat ive ( 'on mil . 
This year, fortunately, a non-lawyer member has taken up this ipiestion; 
and T hojie the C’oum il will disabuse their minds of the suspicion that this 
suggestion is being made in the interests of a certain profession and not 
in the interest of the genenil public*. 

ith these few words, I beg to sujjport the resolution. 

Rfli UPENDRA LAL RAY Bsh&dur* (’oming, as I do frt»m a mufas- 
^.il town. I may be considered to be a person \\ho could not spc‘ak with 
an\ amount of authority on this subjcut. But I can speak sfunething 
abcuit (’hittagong, where T reside. There* we have all the courts— civil, 
re\enue and criminal — lnc*ated in one and the same building. It is a 
great convenience to the litigants and the iaw’\c‘rs. Suiqiosing in the 
midst of s, case, comjilicated (juc*stions of law aris<‘ and the* pleader who 
1" acting fti the case is nc»t considerc'd strong emmgh to mc‘et the points 
and the party has to fetch a senior pleader. This is jMissible only if he 
1" available on the symt. But if the courts are situated far away from 
'>ne another, one* cannot with convenience get a pleader from another 
fourt. This is a convenience which is very often felt in ('hittagong 
where we have all the courts located in the same building — sometimes it 
happens that a pleader is reciuired who can humour a particular 
"Virt. I do not like to dwell much upon the convenience of having all 
the c riminal courts in Calcutta in the same building as j>revious spcuikers 
'lave already done so, ^ 

T would request those members who are opposed to the proposal 
to consider whether it would at all be c-onyenient for parties if the High 
Tourt were split up and the Original and Appellate sidc*s located in 
huildiugs two miles apart. One central house for all the courts is a 
convenience not only to the litigants but* to lawyers also as fhe latter 
an take up more eases during a day than they could otherwise do. 
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The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I muBt say on behalf of the 
(ioveriiinerit that we have no particular leeling in the matter and would 
not like to be considered obstructive to any .scheme which is really 
coiiddcive to jnililic convenience. 1 w’ish to make it clear at once lhat 
if the Government be satisfied that it is. desirable in the interests of public- 
con venience and lor the (‘Hicient administration of justice to have only one 
court for tlie whole town of Calcutta, we will have no hesitation to accept 
such an arrangement. 1 have listened very carefully to the arguments 
that have been adduced on this point, but I must confess that I am not 
(juite convinced that it is in the interest of the public that there should 
be only one police court for the whole of Calcutta. 1 remember the Lall 
llazar police court and very lew of the gentlemen, who have spoken on 
this subject, including the three Honoiai> Magistiates, (an daim to ha\e 
been very lamiliar with the business of that court. I may state that 
every Magistrate and even the lawyers were not .aitisfied w;ith the arrange- 
inentH that prevailed then'. It was extremely inconvenient for conduct- 
ing the husinc'^s theie owing to the huge crowds that assenilih-d You 
know tlijyit at least for a good fxution of the morning iietty cases are 
bi ought up whicli bring in a very large crowd of peojile, and it becomes 
very difficult tor the court to conduct the business. Now if u)u liave all 
these cases, wliich have gone on increasing since then and if all the -other 
criminal business be centied in one court, 1 ha^e no doubt that jtnuiii 
fdrtc it would be M'vy difficult for the Magistrates to do their work. 
When I was a Magistrate^ I knew it was tln^ geuieral len-ling that the Lall 
Ihizar police court was not at all convenient, it was too small and it was 
desirable that there should be bet t«*r accommodat ion for the Magistrates. 
I am sure many people felt at the time that it would be better and more 
conducive to a proper conduct of business if there were moi(‘ than om* 
court in the town of ('alcutta. If this resolution were given effect to, 
Lulcutta would be the onl\ lar-ge town of its size that had one police court 
for the entire (-ity. From a very long time Bombay had more tlian one 
police court — 1 believe two police courts — and Madras had three police 
courts. I am not sure that Madras has not got four police courts, but I 
am certain of three. To say that it would be more convenient to the 
litigants who resort to the j)olict‘ court to have one court is, I .say, pnma 
facie, a bad proposition. T confirm this from my own experience of the 
working of the police court for (|uite a number of years; and business 
has incica^ed since then considerably. Can there be any doubt that it 
wrould be espei ially inconvenient for the poorer litigants if there be only 
one court again? Wjp have in a matter of this sort primarily to look to 
the convenience of the pcM^rer classes of the people w'ho attend the police 
court from day to day. They are to be found dispersed all over the town 
of Calcutta. It was suggested by one of the speakers, I think 
Dr. Haridhan Dutt, that it is a fallacious idea that peojde have to go to 
the police court from different parts of Calcutta, but that everybody who 
has to attend there is to l>e found somewhere near Dalhousie Square. 
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Rai Or. HARIOHAN OUTT Bahadur: I did not mean everybody. 
J meant only those who go to the police court. 

Ihe Hon'ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: 1 kiV)w that you did not «neuu 

either yourself or myself but those who re.sort to the police court. Dr. 
llaridhau Dutt has argued that most of the people who attend the jiolice 
((uirt are centred somewhere in Dalhousie Si|uare on bu.sines.s. 1 think 
ihi> IS an absolutely unfounded suggestion. Do })cople give iiji their 
iM < loiis at llara llazai, JoF.iliagaii and othci places!'' Husnu's.s i.s 
< anied on all over the town and I think the northern division of the town 
can ( laiin as large business centres as Dalhousie Sijuare or Fail lie Place. 
It i.s difficult to make an accurate estmate in a matter of this sort, but 
1 should say without hesitation that much the largest numbiy j>f people 
wild le'^oIt to the jxdice louit*- are lioni hiialitie'' otht'i than Dalhousie 
S(|uaie. These divisions of the town for jiolice administration — northern 
division and soiAhern division — have existed from a vei \ long ^ime. Is 
n not more convenient to tlie peojile of the southern dnision to havi* a 
(ouTt to which they can have easy a(‘cess in their own miilst . d’lie same 
( fuisideration applies to tlnvse who live in the northern division. ^Fiitil I 
( June to this (’ouncil and heard the debate I admit that I hud never heard 
.i'\ ii.iiiplaint .(>* legaid" tin* situatmn of the .loiabagan jxdice couit 
Ordy Ihe other day the Chief Presidency Magistrate and a number of 
Honorary Magistrates — most of the leading Honorary Mugist rates - 
about fifteen in number saw’ me in connection with some other matter and 
I asked their opinion as to wliether it would be mole (onvenient lor the 
de'‘pat( h of business to liUNe only one court oi to have the present ariange- 
nuoits continued, /.c., one (ourt foi the noithern division (d the town 
and another for the southern <li vision. They all unaniinouslv and em- 
phatically said that it would be more convenient to keep the yuesent 
airangement. 

i’here another consideration to which the House ought t(» pay 

( onsiderable attention and that is this. We have at present got two 
tourts, one in Bankshall Street in the soutliern division of the town and 
the other in Jorabagan. The Bankshall Street building is in a dilajii- 
d.ited ( ondition and has been condemned by engineers So wt‘ aie consi- 
dering what are the be.st arrangement.s to be made as regards the 
location of the Southern Division jiolice court. The Bankshall Street 
court w’e have to give up very .soon and I need not remind the inernhers 
of this Council that it is not a very ea.sy matter at the present day to 
find sites for any large building which would be suitable for the Im ation 
of the police courts. We are trying hard to find a suitable site where a 
piop)er court can be built for the purpose of the southern division. We do 
not wish to scrap the Northern Division court. We bought the building 
there at a considerable expense, I think, running to several lakhs of 
rupees and it would not be easy to di.spose of a building of that character 
at this time- To find a centnil site and to*V>uiId a court which would 
accommodate the entire criminal business of the town, will be, I .submit, a 
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v(*rv, v(*rv exp<*nsivo and difficult affair, and I think it oufrht to be left to 
the (i()V(*rnin(‘nt to ascertain whiidi would he the best means for accommo- 
dating? the criminal courts, jvhich course would be economical and at the 
same'time also most convenient to the people. I have no information ot 
any available place which will accommodate all the courts. These are 
obvious practical considerations to which the j^reatest weight ought to be 
attached by the members of this House. Then some complaint has been 
made of irregularity in the conduct of business in Bankshall Street and 
Jorabagan courts. Well, Sir, if there are irregularities of this sort, one 
would have thoiiglit that they would he brouglit to the notice either of the 
High Lourt or of the Oovernment. So far as I am concerned it has not 
yet been brought to my notice that there was any siuious difficulty caused 
by the present arrangements, leading to delay in the disposal of cases 
Sometimes delay is absolutely inevitable and it is imjiossible to prevent it. 
Cas(‘s have to be adjourned because recorcK and dor'yments that are 
wanted irf a jiarticular case are in use in another trial. This happened 
freiiuently in the ball Bazar c(»uit when theie was only one (‘ourt. That 
is a contiingencv which cannot be avoided even if we have only one court. 

Then as regards supervision by the (Miief Presiihuicy Magistrate, T 
'do not know' what idea the member who talked of the neces.sity of gi-eater 
supervision has as to thi* powei of (ontiol of the (Miief l*iesidem‘\ 
Magistrate over other Presidem y Magistrat(‘s. All Presidem y Magis- 
trates of C’nlcutta have plenary powers, fbice cases are made over to 
them, they are in sole cliarge of them and the (Miief l^residency ^fagistrate 
cannot interfere in any way. He can, however, for good grounds transfro 
a raise. Ifut transferring a cas<* means that ap])li(ation has to be made 
to him, noticr* has to go to the parlie.s, he lias to ln*ar tlie parties and then 
only ran transfer lie made Even though the rourts f)p in one jrlace, 
transfers cannot be had then and there. 1 speak in the presroice of many 
law'vers and 1 am sure they will all admit that this is the law. If the 
i<h‘a be that the (’hief I*r*esider)c\ M.igistratr^, s(> far as the i-.U|a‘rvision 
is r-oneeriied, should guide thr* oth(*r Mat^'ist ratios m th«‘ trail of r asr*^ 
surely the members of this Eounr il will be the last persons to countenance 
an\ such idesr. T submit that thrur* is no substance at all in an argu- 
ment like tlris. rornpluint has also been made that the present arrange- 
ments have led to a consideralde expenditure in the contingent charges. 
As you know', the number of Magistr*ates had to fre increased and neces- 
sarily tfie estafrlishment had to be imu’eased als(>. The cost has been 
increasing not only in the prdict' courts but in other courts and Govern- 
ment offir’e establishpients had to be increased everyw'here, and increased 
pay had to be given. That is how the rost has gone up and not because 
there are now tw»> court'* instead of one. • So far as the repairs o^ build- 
ings are coni'erned, the cost has increased to a certain extent. Here and 
there a few additional clerks and peons might have been entertained, 
but that is a small item. The real consideration is that, if you have 
two courts in two parts of the town, it will tend to the greater convenience 
of the public than if you had only one court . That is my point. 
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I must again make it clear to this Council that we are carefully 
considering what w^e should do with the Bankshall Street building and 
ho\#we are going to replace it. The most important question is of ifioney 
a (|uestion w’hich is always with, us. We have at jirestuit m> nione\ lor 
building any new court and it will depend greatl\ upon what anKuint of 
moneys w e have as to what sort of arrangements can be made. I’he 
(jiK'stion of principle involved is whether it will be more convenient to (be 
jniblic of Calcutta to have one or tw’o courts. On that abstrai t (|uestion, 
I submit that there*ought to be no doubt. What jiractical effect can be 
given to that proposition is another matter. 

I ask this House not to pass this resolution. 

Rai Df. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: In ic]>lying to the observa- 
I must start by thaiiking those of m\ fnemls wlio have lieeti kind 
tMiougii t(» supjiort my priquisal. I find that including m\s(df 12# members 
ni t Ills ( 'ount il have takiui part in tht‘ discussion , td whieli, lea\ ing myself , 
out of 11 members 9 ha\(* gi^t‘n their w hol(*-heai ted suppoit to^ me ami 
tao gentlemen have op|4>s(‘d thi*^ motion. (M the two, one is Pai 
M.dieridra ('handra Mitra Bahadur and the s(*cond is the Hon’bh* Sir 
.\ bd-ui-Ttahim. I should in m\ repl\ confim* m\s«‘lf to the two members 
who hu\e thought fit to o|)|m)M‘ my lesidution. 

Coming first to tlu* Itai Bahadur, I would say that his opjK>sition i« 
half-hearted. He has not aetnallN opposed mv lesolutioii luit all tliat 
he has said is that he would like to li.ive more farts ami figures before 
lie <-oiild come to an\ decision. He has asked that tlitue should be an 
in(|uii \ and so forth. So I think I am justified in saying that liis o|>j>oHi- 
tion Is half-h(‘arted. 

I think m> friend is labouring under a false impression that this 
ie>olution has been moved by me in eonifdianee with a reijuest made by 
jHTsoijs. w4io are inten*st(Ml in tins (jU(*stion. BiTore I proceed 1 would 
.isNure him arid my other colleagues that I brouglit forwaid (his rc‘s(dution 
not from any desire io helj> tin* legal profession It was nev(‘r suggested 
t<i me ])y the members of that professum nor have I beeri influenced 
in an\ wa\ by them. It is only fair to them that I should assure tins 
House of that. 

The Rai Bahadur asks if there is anv public demand for it 1 am 

really surprised at this. Does he exjiect that the public slioubl 1 h* 

elaiiifiuring against this question like the Khilafatists or the Non-eo- 
ofieratioinsts ? The public did crv* against it when ihe proposal was first 
mooted; that was several years ago. On two previous occasions tins 
Council heard an echo of that. We come here as representatives of the 
f>eople; we are ventilating the feelings of the jieople. Are we not 

entitled to stand here and sf>eak on behalf of (he public*" If, out of II 

|M*rsoris who have spoken on my resolution^ 9 have been able to supjMut 
it, am I not entitled to hold that there is a popuhir clamour against the 
present state of affairs? I would ask my friend the Hai Bahadur to 
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coiJHiflpi viiin. If ray friend .says that he is not prepared to accept tliat, 
I find myself in a very unfortunate situation. 

If! my speech, to deliver which it took me nearly half an hour, I cried 
to ^five as many facts as I possibly, could collect. I was afraid that 
I mi^ht be tedious but even at the risk I tried to place almost all the 
facts before the (’ouncll. 

Before I brouj^ht this matter here, I elicited certain information from 
the Ooveniinent by putting a series of questions which undoubtedly must 
have annoyed some of the (Government executive officers for which I 
hoj)e to Imi excused. 1 collected all these fact^ and figures, tried to 
analyse thein and put them in ray speech. What ray friend wants 
furtluT I ani unable to understand. 

My friend says that certain sections of the existing law which stand 
in tlie way of effici(*nt administration of the jK>}ice court ^lay be aiiiemled 
and the flon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim has also referred lo this I do not 
und(*rstand why we should pnx'eed in a roundabout way and not take 
a struigiit forward course. 

My friend further asks why there* should be any incr(‘ase of pleaders’ 
f<*es, when there is a crowd of lawyers. M\ fiieiul is rather old and 
h(‘ d(»eH not know ^\hat is going on auiong^it the youngsters ‘There 
has, no doubt, been an inei(*ase in the number of lawyers both at 
Jorabagun and Bankshall Street eeiurts; ami it is also a fact, which 
cannot b<* gainsaid, that the* jde*aelerH have also inen*ase*d tlnur fe*t*s 

My fri<*nd sugg“(‘sts the ap|M»intraent of two Public Pros(‘cutors — 
e'xtre*me*ly good of him We are already sie-k eef the increase* in expendi- 
ture for providing’ one*. Mv frie*nd Babu Sure*mlra Nath Mallik ie*fe*rie*d 
to the grant of a motor-car alle)Wane*e to the Public Prost*cutor in order 
to e*nalde* him to run from one court to another. If the Poimcil accepts 
the sugg’e'stion of the Hai Bahadur that two Pulilic Pi os<*(-utoi;s uill solve 
the* difficult \ I have* nothing te) say. 

Since* I have* movesl m\ re'sedut ie)n, a gentle*man has jdaced before 
me* a colle*clion eef ne*wspaper.s fa\ouiably comim-nting on in\ re'solution, 
which it is neit jieissible for me te> place be*fore* this Council 

Now I cemie to my fruMid the* Tlem’ble Sii Ab<l-ur-Rahim. He has 
very little to justify his opiKisitieui to m\ motion. lie says that if the 
(Government be satisfied that it will lead tee ecomemv and efficieney then 
he W’ill e’ein.sieler mv seheme. 1 am gmitly eeldige'd to him for that, but 
if the trend of the elise'U.ssion on this unit ion has not satisfied my friend 
1 do not know' what w’ill. My friend wants to be convinced that it is to 
the interest of the public. I again .sav that here I stand as representative 
of eme*-sixth eif Cab'utta. Have 1 ne» right to .•‘■peak on behalf of tho.se 
whom I re'present y If that is not so. why are we here^ If we have 
not the right to s|:)eak on behalf of the |a»ople then I think this Reformed 
Council IS a farce. We have not been nominated by Government but 
we have Wn elected by the people. Ten out of the eleven persons who 
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are mostly living in Calcutta and who are associated with the life ol 
Calcutta have favoured their expression of opinion. If this does not give 
anyeidea of public feeling I must say that th# Reforms S< heme, as» the 
people oiitsule this Council think, is perhaps a m\th. 

Ihen, my friend sai<l that most of tlie Presidency Magistrates and 
lawyers were not satisfied with one court. I think this is not a fact ; any 
one who happens to go to the Jorabagaii court can a>certain what the truth 
is. Tlie Magistiaten ho aie in the pay of (iovernineiit daie not say what 
the\ actually lt‘el,*lnil if you gi\e them the scope to speak out then 
mind freely a different stor> \m 11 be told. If m\ friend will look inVo 
the fib* (»f Ml S\\iii}i(H*, he will find a large* nninbci i»f h'ttc'is from the 
llonoiars Magistiales asking him to be relicv(‘d fioin .loiabagan and 
transfericiNl to Raiikshall Street court. 

Then. Sir, 11^3 fricMid *a\s then* is a large iiic-rease in tin* nuinl>i*r of 
cases \\'ho has.d<*nn‘d that I" 1 have b<*guii ins sjHn‘c h Ia* saving 
that there has been a large increase in the ninnb<*r of <'asc*s; pculiajis 
In* did not listcoi to nn* I said tin* j»c*tt\ cases have g(»in' np fioi^ 70, (KK) 
in 101 1 to S.’i.OOO in lOlJO afid serious case's from 000 in have* gcuie 

(low 11 to i.SOO in l!t‘s?0 I have got these* statistics for tin* last sevi‘n 
vcnrs.froin t rov c*i ijnn*nl 7 In-ie* is thus a decicase* in (In* iiuniber of 
scrnois cases M\ pr(»posal is to .s»*parat<* the }H*ttv cases and put all 
serious cases in one building He s}H*aks of tin* ]>hvsical congestion 
owing to the laige imnihcr of < as<>s without taking into c'onsid<*> ation 
the profKisals I have made Mv frn*nd sa\ s that it would he verv ditlicult 
if nil tin* officers aic f>nt in orn* cemrt huilcling It is not ch'ar to nnc 
It seems that he has not r<‘ad mv rc'scdiitioii can*fnllv ; tt sjw>jiks of locate 
ing all the (ouTts m one compound, hut I have* in‘vcj suggested that 
pettv and serious cases should In* trn‘d in the same* building Mv n‘S<du- 
ticui s|)c*aks cieailv that serious cas«*s .should he hrouglit iiito cjin* build- 
ing and th«*t fH‘ttv case's would he* tried in a difTc‘i(*nt building though 
HI the* same comj^oiind nr < lose* to one anothc'r. 

Then, mv frn*nd has |KMnted out to me* that in Roinhav tln*re are two 
courts and in Madias three He* certainly knows tliat Madras is a <‘ity 
of long distances. If a man lias to go from one jsirtion of the* city to 
anothc*! he has to travc*! seve-ial mih*s Hc're wdiat is the* fact Y fiankshall 
Stre*et is midway between the* noithern and southern jearts (»f tlie* eity. 
If one* hii.s to go from Shainhazar he has to go the saim* distance as a 
man from Dharamtala or Taltala. So the analogy of Madras doe*s not 
hold good If you want to take pride in having aa many |K)lice courts 
as in Romhay and Madras, that is a differ<*ni thing. 

It has been said that it is necessary to look to the tonvenience of 
the jsior f>eople who are disfiersed all over Calcutta. I have never sug- 
gest(*d that only the roiivenienre of the hhnfiralok* who hav’e to go to 
the jiolice court need tn* considered Wha^ I meant was that we* should 
look to the convenience of those people to whom time is moie valuable 
than to others. 
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A large number of people who have to go to the police courts are not 
litigants. In fact, some of us have to leave our work and attend these 
courts as witnesses. What 1 meant by suggesting to have all these courts 
located in the centre of Calcutta was that most of us had to work either* 
in courts, offices or similar other institutions which are mostly situated 
in or near the Dalhousie Square and if a man had to attend the police 
court for 10 or 20 minutes he could easily do so by leaving his court or 
office, as the case might be, for the time being. But if he has to come 
from a distance, it is not possible for him to do that.' What I suggested 
was that the northern and the southern courts should be located as before 
in one and the same building or in detached buildings in the same com- 
pound in some central place in (’alcutta. My suggestion is that both 
the courts should be located in the same compound as we used to have 
previously at J^all Bazar. 

Then? Sir, my friend, Sir Abd-ur-Rahim has said 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: I rise to a point of 
order. Is the member justified in calling a Member of (io\ernment as 
“my friend” instead of as “tin* Ilon’ble Member” P 

The DEPUTY.PRE8IDENT: I think he is in ordei 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: He has said that the Bank- 
shall Street building is condemned 

1 admit tliat, and that is one of the reasons for my (oming with this 
proj)osal. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The Hon'ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: May 1 ask for a divisu n!'^ 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: After it is di'daicd from the (’li.iir that 
the “Aves” have it, I do not think the Hon'ble Member can ask for a 
division. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: 1 think ample time was given 
to ask for a division. Hut if the Hon’ble Member wants to claim it now, 

1 do not mind. 

The DEPUTY-PRE8I DENT: The time for asking a divisif)n is, I 
think, before the final declaration is made from the Chair. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: But, Sir, yesterda\ after \ou d(‘clared with regard 
to a parti( ular resolution that “ the Ayes have it. ” you allowed a division. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: I am afraid there is 
some misunderstanding. May not a member claim for a division after 
tbe Deputy-President says “ I think the Ayes have it?” 

BahuSURENDRANATHMALLIK: If the Hon’ble Sir Mal-ur. 

Rahim still has a doubt, let there be a division ; we are prepared for it. 
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MEMBER in charge of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (tho Hon*Mo 
Sir Henry Wheeler) S If 1 may »ay so, it is yerhaj>H a <‘use of iiiismicler* 
staiSlin^. M\ r^^collectioii is that th^r^ havt* l)peii iiistaiK'rs at previous 
meetings when after the Ayes anti. Noes have been t alletl for, as has lieen 
done on this iKcasion, and the President has remarked that the Ayes or 
Noesliane it, as the ease may be, members have juinpetl up and asked for 
a division, and it has been allowed; that is my !ee(dle<lion. 'I'hei^efovo, 
all members are jKissibly not aware that they have got to elaiin a diVliiinP' 
before the final detTaration is made tnun the (^hair. Vp till now tk^re 
may have been some slackness in enforcing the iiile that members JhOst 
make their reiiuest before ycmi final tlei isitm and this j»oint was jiossibly 
not clearly iinderstc^od till now. 

Tho D EPUT,Y-PRE8I DENT : 1 think, under the <‘ir(‘iimstance.s, P 
shtmld alhiw a (fi vision. ' 

A dnision taken with the following result : — 


AYES. 


Aftal, Nawabiada fC. M. Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmad, ‘llaulvi RaA Uddin. 

Alay, Mr. S. Mahboob. 

All. Mr. tyad Crfan. 

Artiafiiuddin. Maulai Rnandaaar. 

AMMh. K^An Bahadur Khwaja Mahamad. 
Barma, Rai Sahib Panahanan. 

Bartan. Mr. h. 

Bhattaoharji, Babu Hem Chandra. 

Bata, Mr t. M. 

Caray. Mr w l. 

Chaudhuri, Babu Kithari Mohan 
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi HaAzar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harandranath. 

Chuadhurt, Si^ Aihutaih. 

Cochran, Mr. A. 

COhan, Mr. D. J. 

Oat, Babu Bhithmadov. 

Oat Cupla, Babu Nibaran Chandra. 

Oa, Babu Fanindralal. 

Data, Rai Bahadur Pyan Lai. 

Oult, Mr. Ajay Chundar. 

Outt, Rai Bahadur Or. Haridhan. 

Faraqui. Mr. K. G. M. 

Farrattor, Mr. J. Campbafl. 

Chaaa, Rai Bahadur ^asandra Chundar. 
Haq, Maulvi A. K. Fail-ul. 

Huaaam. Maulvi Mahammad Madaaaur. 
Karim, Maulvi Abdul. 


Karim, Maulvi Failal. 

Khan. Maulvi Md. RaAqua Uddin. 

Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 

Khan Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Muhammad Crthad Ali. 

Larmour, Mr. F. A. 

Mahramali, Munthi. 

Malllh, Babu Surondra Nath, 

Muhharjaa, Babu Niiya Ohona. 

Mukharji, Profattar t. C. 

Mulliak. Babu Nirada Bohary. 

Nakay, Miria Muhammad Ali. 

Natkar, Babu Horn Chandra. 

• Raikat, Mr. Pratanna Dab. 
j Rauf, Maulvi Shah Abdur. 

< Ray, Kumar Shib Shtkharatwar. 

I Ray, Rai Bahadur Upandra Lai. 

Ray Chaudhun, Babu Brojandra Kithar. 
Ray, Babu Nalini Nath. 

Ray, Mr. BI>oy Pretad Sinsh. 

> Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhutan. 

Roy, Raja Manilell Sinch. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Saiiaja Nath, 
tarkar, Babu Josath Chandra. 

Sarkar, Babu Rithindra Nath. 

•inha, Babu Surondra Narayan. 

Stark, Mr. H. A. 

•uhrawardy. Or. A. 

Suhrawardy, Dr. Nattan. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. ljutayn Shahaad. 


NOES. 


Ahmad, Maulvi Yakuinuddin. 

Ahmad, Munthi Jafar. 

Ah, Munahi Amir. 

Ail, Munahi Ayub. 

Sanarjaa, tha Nan'Bla Sir turandra Nath. 
Rlaa, ssr. B. C. 


Bampaa, Mr. C- N. 

Chaudhuri, tha Hon'bla tha Navab Sdlyi# 
Maarah Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Curria, Mr. W. C. 

Oay. Mr. 0. O. 

Outta, Babu Annada Charan. 
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omi, Mr. H. ?. 

FrMieh^ Mr. F. C. 

Comm, Mr. t. W. 

CordoA, Mr. A. D. 

Hindley, Lt*Col. C. 0. M. 

Hopfcyni, Mr. W. t. 
iCtrr, th« Hon'bM Mr. J. H. 

Lang, Mr. J. 

jgallarajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
iho Hon’blo. 

M'brl*, Mr. A. 

MoKonile, Mr. O. P. 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahondra Chandra. 

ITie Ayes bein^^ 58, und the N 


I Mittor, tho Hon'blo Mr. P. C. 

' Pahlowan, Mauivi Md. Abdul JubbAr. 
j Rahim, tho Hon'blo Sir Abdnir. 
j Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. Krishna Chandom 
Robinson, Major-Central W.' H. B. 

’ ftophonson, Mr. H. L. 

Swan, Mr. J. A. L. 

Trawors, Mr. W. L. 

Watson-lmyth, Mr. R. M. 

Whoelor, the Hon'ble Sir Henry. 
Williams, Mr. C. Addams. 
j Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


‘.s ‘i5, the motif)!! was carried. 


The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: There seems to be some doubt in the 

Ulinds of members as to the proper time to call for a division. The 
'}>rocedure in puttinjf the (piestion from the (’hair is as follows: — 

The ((hair reads out the motion to the Council a4)d then adds the 
direction— “As many as are of that opinion will say ‘A\e’; those of tlu' 
contiai'j opinion will say ‘No.’ ” 

The (’hair then ^i\cs its opinion either wiiy according to the vohinie 
of !oices, thus — “1 tliink the Ayi's have it,” or “J think th(‘ Noes have 
it.” If a member desinvs a division he should claim it within a reason- 
nhle time at this point. If no one rises, th«‘ Chair declares the decision 
of the Council accordinjfly and after that nf» division can be daimed. 

Mr. HUSEYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: What does the ( han 
considei a reasonable time? ,,, 

The DEPUTY.PRE8IDENT: That is a mattei- in the di^( relimi of the 
Chan II a mmuber w’ants a division it should not take him moif* than 
a few seconds to ri.se after the (’hair has ^iven its ojiinion as to the sense 
of the House. 


Pensions to Kanungoes. 

Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: “I'his ('ouncil recomniends to the 
(lovernmeiit of IJeuj^al that the posts of Kanunjjoes be made jiension- 
iible and Im' absorlH*d in one or other of the (lovernment .servn-fs.” 

'I’hose who have actually seen the KanunLn>e.s work in the fields must 
admit that they are the most hardwoikinjr servants of the (lovernment. 
They have to underjro all thi» severities of climate in the open air. in the 
pxtreine cold of wint'»r, in the scorchinjf rays of the sun in summer, and in 
the rains durinj; the niiny seasons. They are educated men, brought up 
in a fashion (piite unsuited to these conditions of life. Some of them lose 
their health and die an early death. 

Indeed no other educated servants of the (ioverninent are so hard- 
worked as these |>oor Kanun;Toe.s. They have to work in the jungles, in 
marshy lands and in plains. They have mostly to live away from their 
familievs. Yet their posts are not pensionable. Nothing can be harder 
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than this. These Kanunproes are a hand of faithftil servants of tiin 
Government, as f^ood as any others. Yet they are to he driven away ^from 
the #enign protection of the Government wfien they are old to die of 
starvation. This is hardly fair ai^d does not justify the ^ri-eat name of 
Govenim^nt. * 

Of course there is the (question of finam e. Hut they are ni>t to 
pensioned off now. It may he necessary to do st> after 10 years. 

These Kanun^^oe^ are paid by the people of the district where the 
settlement openitions take j>laee. Hut some mone\ is always left in the 
hands of the (loverninent from every district at the end of the settlement^ 
operations. I’hey may he peiisi<me<l i>ff out of thi^* fund. And ever)# 
Kanun^o is mtt to h»‘ pensione<l (»ff. 

I'he resolution ask*« for absorption of the service in other servi<’e,<t. * 
(fovernment in ♦heir Adnfiiiist rat ion Ueport admit that they furnish a 
]Kirtu ularlv fair fii‘Vl for the recruitment of sul)-<h*put\ collector for ciiH'le 
s\stem. II(»ucvei. very few of them have been thus promoted. Hy 
promotion ( io\ ei ninent w ill^o-et a hand of expt'nem eil officers on 4he one 
hand, and woultl indm e a hettei t lass of ]>eople for the post of Kuniinjroes 
on the other So all that i'. demanded is that tin* ablest of floMn should lie 
])r«»mote<l t<» some other (io\cinnient stovice and the ri’ina inin^if few, if 
there are inan\ . may be ponsnmed off. 

J dare sa\ that ^ cr\ ill pension as \ci\ low of them will live 

beyond ‘Jo \ ear s’ s< j \ it «• if the\ are ttt serve as Kanun^^oes. So (foveifi- 
iiuMnt will not have (<» spend mmdi mone\ for them. 

So J }iumbl\ ])ra\ that ( bi\ er iiinent willkindiv aMcpt the resolutitui. 

W i l h t hes(‘ \\ < ii ds. I be^ t o < oininetid t h is n*sol u t ijiii to the accept am a* 
oi 1 he (’oum il . 

Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: The Settlement 
Kannn^oes* are a ( ho^s of ver y nseful public servants. (iovernmeiif' 
members know vei \ Midi, the amount of work these Kanunj.»^oeM do in the 
inufassal. I hev have to <io tin* spade w oi k whi‘n an\ s»*ltlement opera- 
tions ha\e to be ( arried out in aii\ pait of the district, and often tiim^^ 
very responsible and ardmnis duties are imposed upon them. So it is only- 
the barest act of justice that is asked for these hard-Moi k inf.; officers in 
this ri'solution. 'fhey have to work as turti labouieis and are liable io 
l>e dischaiffful at the end of the settlemenf operations. I «h> not think 
it condm es to (-oiitent ment in them. I think it ma\ not be difficult to 
absorb them into a perinaneiit cadre; if that is don/* they will have no 
grievance. We know that sett lenient work lasts for only a few- years 
ami it may be necessary in the interests of the 'I reasury or I*ulilic‘ finance 
that these officer.s should l>e discharjred ; but considering the valuable 
work these public- .servants render to the State, it is dc'sirable, if we w'ai>4 
to recruit sne-h public- .servants from umyn^ deser^'inK- and c|iialified 
youiifr men to prive them scmic* kind of help by ahsorbinfit: them into a 
permanent cadre or into other Government offices. If they are to he 
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made permanent, thoal^anungoew who have given the best part of their 
Ih’CH to Ooverninent service should not be thrown overboard in their old 
age,t without any prospect of pension or chance of getting into any other 
service; and, as I said at the very beginning, it would only "be an act of 
the barest justice if Government makes their posts permanent. 1 do not 
think Government will find it at all difficult, considering the nil'inber of 
Kaiiungoes, to absorb them into a permanent cadre. 

With these words, I b(‘g to supp(»rt the resolution. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ABDUL JUBBAR PAHLOWAN: I cannot 
understand the spirit of the resolution. When the Government is unable 
to protect jlie lives of the peojde from the attack of such serious diseases 
as choleia, imilai iu, etc., when such iinj)ortant items of work as are most 
es.sential factors to build a nation are left aside tor want of funds, and 
when there is a cry, in and outside the ('ouncil, for retrenchment, is it' 
advisable for us to burden the Government with additional expenses? 
And if w’e do so, will not our cry for retrenchment be taken as a false one? 

With these few words, 1 o]>pose the resolution. 

Tht Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN ; It is refreshing no doubt to Government to find4hat a 
class of |>eoplp whom they employ should receive sympathy from some 
of the members of the (^mncil. But I do not think that the position 
of (he Kanurigoes has l)een properly visualised. As regards the health 
of the Kanungoes we are told by one gentleman, the mover of the 
resolution, that they are so hard-worked that they are not expected 
to last vf) years, whereas ray friend on my right — 1 ho]>e Mr Suhiawardy 
will ha\e no ohj(‘ction to my addn*ssing an M. L (’ as “ iny friend ” — 
m\\o supported the niotic i', said that he hojxsl some comforts would 
Ih‘ given them in their old age. So here we have two conflicting opin- 
ions : one party thinking they will die in theiit youth and the other 
advocating (onifort for their old age. 

^ But the point at issue is that the posts of the present settlement 
Jiunungoes are only temporary and that is our main objection why we 
<'aTinot give them pension for they mav be discharged at any time. 
Keiently the settlement programme as it stood before has now been 
reduced to a two-party basis. In consequence, district settlement 
ojH'rations are likely to continue till or it may go on longer; but 
it may also hapjHMi that owing to the reduction of work it may be neces- 
sary to di.scharge a qwrt of the staff. It was owing to these considera- 
tions that Government in 1914 decided to grant an increase of pay to 
the wdtlement Kanungoes. It was expressly on the ground that their 
services were temporary and non-pensionahle that this increase was 
justified. There ai*e now five grades of these Kanungoes with salaries 
rising fnmi Its. 100 to Rs. Recently it has been decided to give 

the KnmiTig(H*s employed on field-work a pony allowance of Rs. 20 per 
month. This scale of pay may he compared with that of District 
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KanuiiifoeH. whiili, siiioe 1914, han IxH^n Ha. (Sf rising t»> R». 120 b>v 
quadrennial imrements of Rs. 10. I be^ to mention one other fact. 
In 1911 the Kunung^ieH with other temponirv oftirers beeunie eli|rihle 
for subscription to the (General Provident Fund. In 1020. it wuh detdded 
that it .shouhl he made a condition of apiHiintment that the Kanunffties 
should SiihscriW one and a half annas |>er rujH'e of salary to the (General 
ProvidtMit Fund. (Officers ulreaily ap|M)inted coubl not, of course, l>e 
comjH'llcd to Mihsi rilu', hut .settlement ottict»rs were asked to endtuivotii 
to jv'rsiiade them td <lo so. At the present moment *tS |»er et*nt. aie 
suhserihin^. It may la* ui>red on bdiulf of the Kanunjfoes that the 
Settlement Dejiartment make^ no eontrihution towanls their Provident 
V'und, and (iov<‘rnment merel\ pay interest at per <ent? which is 
less than what (an l>e jfot in the market. Hut what I would like to 
jsiint out is this; that in J020. it was consnlen*d to ffive some form of 
^ratuitv or cM'ntrilpilion to iwnisions, hut it was derided that Kanunffoes 
must in future contrihute to the (ieneral Provident Fund. I'ln* only 
rea.son that has heen piven so far is that they are a deserving yody of 
men 1 do not for a moment ({Ut'stion that. Hut w(‘ huv<* ^ot to eon- 
sid<‘r the broader principle, wii.* that we cannot ^rant ]>ens)ons to tern- " 
}N>iaiy hand.s am) it is on that prHiiBiple. I think that ilovtunment say 
that pen shills ale not possddc*. As the (pies turn of ahsoi hin^'^ these 

Kannn^ro(‘.s into otlnu sriviee.s, theie ar<‘ at the pr(‘S(*nt moment sonndhin^ 
like M(M) Kannnpocs, tlieiefon*. it must Im* olivious that otily a limited 
numlxn can U* promoted to the Suhordimite ('ivil Servi(*e. Since HllG 
24 have promoteil It is not eas\ to ahsoi h them into other ser- 

vices without aroiisinj^ stioii^ ohjections in tho.se sinvices. 

It 1 - not liieiefoK* possible to accept this resolution firsth, on tbn 
^rrouml that vie < annot depart fi<nn the piiindph^of not ^’lantin^ )H*nMioiiH 
to t(*m|Muai\ hands, and .secondly. w(‘ cannot ^five u ])romis<» to absorb 
the.se Kuiiuii^oes in other sei\ ie#».s in \ n*w of tin* laet that their nunnmeal 
stienfrth makes it impossible to do so I think lie* best way in whiidi 
this t'oum il can assi.sl these Kaiiun^oes Hould lie to ad)i(*re to a steady 
pio^^iamme of settlement woik foi in that wav the\ wnll Ik* (*mj>]oy(*d 
as lone as settlement lasts, and will ^ive them h«‘tter op|Ktrt unit h*s 
comiii^^ into jM'imanent s(*i\ic(*. For th(*se reasons 1 am unable to 
a( eepl this pi ojHisit ion on behalf of ( iov(*rniiient 

Mstlivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED* I hav'e nothing more to add. 

I'he nioton was then put to the vote and declar(*d lost. 

Provincial Piekoting Bilb 

« Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI; This Tsiuncil 
recommends to the Government that early steps be taken to introdin!43 
a Provincial Picketing Bill on the lines of the British Act which recog- 
nises the right of a striker to re.sort to non-violent picketing whilom 
strike continuea." 
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. The word “ picketing has within the last few months figured pro- 
minently in newspaper reports in connection with boycott of liciuor shops 
and dhe peaceful persuasion practised by volunteers in their camjaign 
against sale and purchase of foreign clothes. It has also been a part 
of the activities of strikers who struck work during the last strike-epide- 
mic and strongly opposed employment of “recruits and strike-breakers” 
nickfiained “black legs.” “Picketing” lias, however, come into greater 
prinnmence during the present Tramways strike \vhi( h has led to 
iiK ldcut^ w'iiich W(* all deploie and whieli ] am glad are now' over. I am 
not concerned with political picketing at all. My object in bringing this 
motion before you is, firstly, to place certain facts before you and the 
Government regarding thi* position of the stiikers in this country as 
compared with other countries, and to indicate to you and the Government 
what protection should be given to our workmen who have withdrawn 
from w({rk with grievances not listened to by their employers. In fact 
every one of us do want to see a fair and s(]iiare fight between the masters 
and the men wdien disputes are inevitable. After all, attempts in great 
industPial and democratic countries to do away with strikes and lock-outs 
have failed miserably, (ireat men have denounced strikes and lock-outs 
as aiili-so(ial ami haibarous, and the inass mind teacln's that the\ bear 
an ethical relationship to those non-logical and non-analytical modes of 
thought and action that have brought the communit v to its jnesfuit stage 
of disorder. The soul-destroying monotony of the workshop, the absence 
oi op}Hutunit\ loi de\elopment and the cMua k«‘ (»1 mcieh the mecliamcal 
attributes by the manual w’orkers must lead to int(*rmit tent stojipage 
of work and occasional strikes In fact the use of the strike-weapon 
emanates from a deeji-seated emotion of th(‘ human heart and is in keep- 
ing w'ith those tribal instincts which in the past have been the only 
guarantee of human jirogress and high endeavours. 

Anyway \vv cannot do aw'ay with strikes b\ legislation or force of 
public ()pini(Ui but it is the <lut\ ot the Stale to >>ee thlit the fight 
between Capital and Tiubour, as I have said before, is fair and sijuare 
and each side is provided, as far as the State cun help, with weapons and 
iiiols to make it a real tug-of-wai and not a om‘-side(l farce I maintain 
Sir, that the masters in this country — both Indians and Tndo-British — are 
not only wadi fortified because they possess Capital but they have much 
stronger weapons in their armoury than their workmen can even dream 
of having. One of their destructive weapons against strikers is an 
abundant supply of ordinary labour and their free employment to break 
strikes as we have 'seen in dozens of recent strikes. The employers of 
India have unions of their own stronger than any Masters’ Unions, T am 
advised, anywhere in Kurope. Their (diambers of Commerce with all the 
sister A.ssociations attached to it are federations of capital which are indeed 
a memu e to the eionomic improvement of the Indian labouring classes. 
Their colossal wealth i.s rot merely an outcome of enterprise and 
investment, but is chiefly due to the exploitation of cheap India labour 
and the various monopolies they enjoy. These strong combinations or 
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Trade I^iiions iiiipt)8e on the employers an atmosphere c»f dictatorship 
not only commercial and industrial but political as well. They can set 
eevyal sei'tions of the Indian Penal Code«in motion to penality the 
struKers if they so desire. They can enforce almost all the laws relatiiif; 
to crinie.H ujjraiii>t iier.sons, pi o|>t*rties, and public' |H*ace if the strikers an* 
agitators and rowdy and are not easily subdued or they <aii give the 
ftukumy as was done in case of a strike in llaniguiige, that so and so 
hiul ni^tsfn s, who caused the slrikt*. must not Is* fouiul etuploxed any- 
where in the district. Above all they can almost dictate to thc‘ State* 
with their present strong combination what should be done and what 
should not be done during a strike and what armed forc e should be 
detailed during a strike. 

I have not in the least overdrawn the picture and nic^inbers are ic‘(|ues(- 
ed to ask me for actual fj\cts in support of my statements, facts which 1 
have* ^'athc'rcd h\,|H‘rsonal in vcstigation. (’an uf \ou eh'iiv tln\ lac t 
that the Kmployers’ Trade T’nions, spec ially in Bengal, are c'oinparat i vel y 
as strong as a howitzer against a toy-pistol — 1 mean the ne^v 'rrade 
1 III Bengal''' 'I'alkn^^ of Bengal the nunilM‘r of Woikei*'* riiioii'-. 

which tec'hnically go hy the name of Trade Unions arc* now c'on.siderahle 
hut their strc'iigth so far as money and brain are coiieerneci i.s indeed 
very insignificant ('ompared with tho ecdos.sal funds and strong leadership 
w’hich characte rise the dreadmuight strength of the* British, American 
and ('olonial Trade rnions. It is true that our Workmen’s t'liions 
derive material asNistunce from outside volunteers and philanthropists, 
who help t licm a^ ItMclei N and guide's and kc*ep up the*! i’ a git at ion : Imt 1 am 
afraid this outside assistance has evt*ry chance of being eliminated its 
N,»on as i1h* gj.mnd (Ui which the unmns stand is made* a little* firmer 
both b'k i>ub!n t»]umon and legislatioii d’be funds of these union, s an* 
not at all safe without sp<*cial legislation and liable to pay damages to 
any empb^er who cares t(» pro\e to the satisfaction of a c*ourt that he 
has suffered loss through the ac tion of any agent or official of a dVaebi 
I'liion. Withdrawal of lalioui, rtc , strike, which involves a breach of 
ccmtract of scrvic*e and jiersons prompting or inducing the* men to strike 
are according to the Civil Piocedure (’ode not only liafde to he b*gal1v 
restrained but also liable to pay damages. In fact the engine of law was 
put in motion in Madras a few months ago against Mr. Wadia, Kditcer 
of Neic India and President of the Madras Labour Union. He wail 
prosecuted and civil injunction wuis issiu'd against him restraining him 
from Trade Union ac tivities at the instance <cf the Direc tors of the 
Buckingham Mills. The judge held that his acticin was wrongful and 
his activities were actuated by malice. The Occvernnient of India, how’- 
ever, on the motion of Mr. To.shi in the Legislative Assembly, has dec id eel # 
to intioducc early legislation to jirotec t the funds of unions and 
encourage registration of iinicms. In iny humble* etpinion m«*re regis- 
tration or protection of the funds are not lAiough for the future progress 
of Trade Unionism in this country. 
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The Council here adjourned for 16 minttles. 

The Council re-assembled at G-30 IMI. 

•* a 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: ‘ The OoTern- 

raent of India feel,” 1 quote the circular of the labour department, 

“ that it would be most undesirable in the present stage of the labour 
movement in India to countenance picketing in any form.” I fancy 
this nervousness on the part of Government is due to the present political 
unrest whicb is undoubtedly very grave. 1 am, however, inclined to 
think that the unrest is a passing phase of the world unrest and let 
us hope that it wdll not be long before peace is restored. The fury and 
excitement^ of our working classes due mainly to the activities of the 
politico-religious agitators should, on no account, be considiued as an 
excuse for withholding legislation to protect the rights of our workurten 
to resort to non-violent picketing during a strike, i have already 
meidioned that activity tir agitation on the part of a striker is, as the 
present penal laws stand, punishable by fine and imprisonment. 'Jdie 
Worknfen’s Hreacli of ('ontract Act makes d cjiininal to break a civil 
contract and hundreds of workmen have been fined ami imprisoned 
for refusing or failing to continue service. 

Picket ing or peacelul persuasion practised by strikers is recognised 
and legalis(‘d in all civilized countries and es|>ecially in Kngland by the 
'Ibade Unions and 'I'rade Disputes Act, 19()(), but is, according to the 
Indian Penal (‘ode, not law'ful if there is any vestige of intimidation. 
Section 2 of the British Act of 1900 says — 

• It Hhull be lawful for one or more peraons actinp on their own Indmlf or on behalf 
of a Trade Union or of an individual employer or firm in (ontemplation 
or furtheraiiec of a trade dispute to attend at or near a house or place whore a 
person reaidea »>r work* or earnea on buainefia or hapjiens to if they so attand 
merely for purpose of |)eaeefully obtaining or eommunicutm^ information or (d 
peaivfully persuading any person to work or abstain from workinp 

fJohii Waltdii, (he Attorney-General in the (‘iimpbell-Banneniian 
LiWrul Ministry, introduced Trade Unions and the Trade Di.sputes Bill 
in 190(1. lie said in Ibirliainent — 

I pro|s)He to say a few words on peaceful picketing which I prefer to call the 
right of jH»acefui persuasion What is the right of peaceful persuasion ? It is an 
^essential part of the right to strike How is it possible to strike unless you can 
persuade your fellows to join you? How is it possible siiet'essfiilly to ronduet a 
strike unless you may persuade men who are introdut'ed from a distance to interfere 
betwiMMi the strikers and their employer? The right to 4 >er 8 Tiade those who would 
naturan> join and swelf your ranks and the right to dissuade tho.se who are brought 
in with a view to prevent the success of a strike is absolutely essential for the effec- 
tive (Hinduct of an operation of that kind The law at present is in a Condition 
^ that. T think, I may fairly dew’ribe as impracticable if not absurd. Efciw does it 
stand? Tt is held to be perfectly lawful to point out to the men what are the points 
of difference, but if you go one step further and so present the information you give 
them as to make ypnr aptieal in the nature of persnasion you are then violating 
the law. 
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Sir, my jwiut is that eY«i* {leoceful persuasion in its strict 
sense is not lawful in this country, €.y., a stiiker says to a rt'cruit, 
emp^yed or about to be employed in his pbice, that he should i^t or 
must not join 8er\’U‘e and if he does, he will be socially boycotted. The 
master can have the man prosecuted for “ intimidation ” althou^fh a 
mere threat of scH'ial boycott is. as we understand in this country, imii- 
violent [>ersuasion. Take another case. A striker may inform a 
recruit that the master is a bad paymaster and very znht nlust . He is 
liable to pro.secutioA for criminal libel although his statement ma\ be 
perfectly true. Yet the (fovernineiit of Imlia .sa\s that it uill not 
countenance picketing in any form. What is declaretl lawful in Ktig^land 
is virtually unlawful in this lountrv. that is, if em|>loyees ^iire to set 
the law in motion. I maintain. Sii . theio shuiiid be a diMtimt statute 
re^rdiriff Trade l)i.sputes with <lear provisions about picketing. So 
that strikers will know exactly where they stand ami natural^v refrain 
from acts of violence and extreme intimidation ^^hi^‘h have been to u 
certain extent |>ractise<l durinff one or two reeent strike's. A statute 
or u provi.^ion of this kind will (‘reate a moral oflect on the mind of 
employers whu will think twice before advertising'' for and admitting'' 
uhob'sale recruits as substitutes f<ir strikers. In iun humldt' o[)iiiioii 
14 statute of tills kind \s ill have det(*iieiit etUn 1 hntli on the slnkcis, 
and the sti ike-hreakers and the employers, and the public which lias a 
vei'N va^^uc idea of picketing will also lealise how far picketing l aii ^fo and 
will naturally eithei co-operate with strikers or noii-co-operate if vio- 
L^me is committed. Sir, 1 u ish ** labour ” was purel\ a provincial 
subjett as it should he and soonei oi laitei, 1 think, the Itetoiiiis A( t will 
have to be so inodihed as to make it a jirovincml subject . Simla or 
Delhi ciiii hardly l>e expe<'t(*d to enter into tin* spiiit of the industrial 
conditions of Hcn^al and neither is it safe to leave the discussion of a 
fKiint arisiryf out <d industrial disputes to the liniHM ial Councillois u hose 
knowledfifc of labour matter.s in lleiifral is iM^t onl> limited hut whose 
chames of acquiring first-hand and reliable information is indeed very 
limited. Sii . I take the liberty of (|U(»ting an lloii hh* Meiiilxo of the 
Assembly — Khan Bahadur Zahidiidin Ahmed of Bengal -who opposed 
Mr. Jo.slu’s very modest resolution on Trade rnions in India aaid — 

This reHolutiori, if ajsx'ptcsl by the House, will mean that th« (iovenmient i*..- 
going to take the respousibihty of organiNinic ntrikos ai!:air)Ht ('afutHliKts lii our 
place there are no Tra<ie Vnions but attenipta are alwayH Ikmoj!: nuuh* by nnitanoii 
to come among the men and create trouble. 

Mr. JoshiVs resolution was — 

This Aaaembly recomroenda to the Governor-fieneral in Council that be Ahoiihl 
take step* to intrrKfuce at an early date in the Indian I.«egiiilature Kucb legiMlation 
aa may be ne<«aaary for the regiatration of Trade^rnionn and for the protoctioa of 
Trade Unioniaia and Trade Union official from ctril and criminal liability for h»nA-fftr 
trade union actmtiea. 
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J'he Oovernmeiit accepted the resolutirtiTslightly amended, viz. — 

Thi« Assembly recommends to the Governor-General in Council that he should 
takersteps to introduce as soon as practicable in the Indian Legislature such legisla- 
tion as may be necessary for the registration of Trade Unions and for the protection . 
ol Trade Unions. 

Admitting that nobody will find fault with peaceful persua.sion, the 
(jiie.stion is- What is peaceful persuasion and how far can it be tolerated? 

It is no use taking the llritish model as definition of picketing as 
social conditions are very different out here. In England most of the 
workmen are self-respecting and keenly appreciate the value of trade 
comhinatifttis and will not easily accept jobs in place of strikers. A 
British workman knows that it is morally wrong to he a black leg and 
a strike breaker and will naturally think serioii.sly before be jumps 
into aii>^ bargain. Out in India where there is plentiful supply of ordi- 
nary workmen who desert tin* plough for the glamour of the city or 
its Hulpirhs, no matter whether wages are at all attractive. Out in 
Bengal we have thousands of up-country w'c.rkineii who are not friendly 
to the Bengali wa>rkmen and ru'c rrrsn. In (‘ase of a strike the feeling 
of unfriendliness will lead one to take the place of the other and 
coinimnies take advantage (»f this smd suhstitutc IbMigalis for UT)-country- 
men and rtrr vrrsn. 1 say that the social conditions are entirely different 
out here. l*euceful persuasion requires more clear definition. I w'ould 
include social hoy<‘ott, .such as, stoppage of barbers, stoppage of supply 
of f(K)dstuffs hy shopke«‘]»ers, as peaceful ])ersuasi()n. Sir, this weapon 
of social and religio\is ostracism what we call in Bengali hoohn pnnt himd 
oi‘ stoppage of ho(jka and wat»‘r and ah f/Jiorvii, ri:., cornering a man and 
cutting all S(K'ial connections is indeed effectivt* and non-violent. I 
plead, Sir, that it is the genius of our race to adopt this extreme measure 
ugaiust and inflict this penalty on a bad man or an evil-d( er. Sir, in 
my opinion there cannot be any worse moral offence than any attempt 
to .snatch the bread of his comrade specially when the latter is engaged 
in fighting not for himself but for the whob* community of his class. 
Iiidian ]'uMic opinion is alw^ays on the side of honest strikers and should 
atand firrn for ^irotection of wage earners and elevation of the economic , 
pos'tion of the helpless, tlumghtless and friendless Sraviajibee Saiapre- 
a(l4H/ti, viz,, the working elasses of Bengal. 

In conclusion, I maiittuin that unle.ss you confer a special right of 
this de.scription to our workmen who have neither funds nor brains no? 
true friends, all strikes in favour will Im\ as soon as the present |>o)itical 
unrest dies out, unsuccessful and subdued by staiwation. Wages w’ill 
not rise, standard of living will remain abnormally low, workmen will 
remain inefficient and eventually revolt again.st social and economic 
order of things and will undermine the very foundation of self-govern- 
ment w’hich we are engaged in building t(vday. 
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Mr. R. M. WAT80M-8MYTH : After the Horaewhat gruesome pic ture 
which the hon’ble member has drawn of me and of my colleagues from 
the^ Bengal Chamlier of Commerce, de^ribing us as the ^reat 
dreadnought Jaggernaths of capitals rolling oxer and crushing out the 
life of the poc^r workers, I am rdtlier difhdent even to rist» Indore this 
Council to give my side of the story and I can only assure hoirbh* 
members that we are not nearly as black as the' hon’ble mover has |>ainteil 
us. 

I think that it ^s inc umbent on all to recognise courage when they 
see it, but courage that is temjM'red with discretion is in all c-ases prefer- 
able to coui*age by itself. 1 do not think tliat any one* xxill (hnibt the* 
courage of the hon'ble mover in moving a lesolntion to legalis** |uck«‘ling 
just nc»w, but hi'' di'»c‘retion is ojien tc» doubt. I*i<kc*ting aitc'r the' lecc'iit 
occurrences, and I use agpin the c'Xprc'ssion ol Mr (iandhi, stinks m the* 
nostrils c>f law-alpdiiig and |M*acefut citizens, and yc*t this is,thc‘ time 
selected by the bon’ble mover for asking this Council to rci (mimc'iid that 
fiicketing shall be made' Ic'gal. We have hc'ard a grc'at dc*al from the 
hon’ble movc'r about the Kaglish law of pn kc'tiug. but may I suggest that 
ycui look at the* llnglish laxx a for imunent through m\ s|>c*<‘tac‘li‘s 'r As you 
all kiptxv . the (juc*stion of pickc'ting was dc'alt with by the* 'I'radc's Dispute 
Ac-t of HMKJ and although I have beie a m»te of the* «*\a(*t clause, it 1ms 
alrc'adv becui n*a(l to \<»u b\ the boidblc* mover and so 1 will not rc*|M'at 
it It has bc'c’ti recognised in linglaiMl. for man> yc*ars now, that this 
clau.st* is most cliflic ult eitlic*! to construe* oi toobseive. Pc'rsiiasion c*oveis 
a multitude of methods and the* clividing line' betwc*en |K*rsmiHion and 
intimidat KUi is c‘\lrc*mel\ thin Kveii in I'.uglatid, after all thc'sc* ye.iis, 
then* Is a coiisidei able* amount ol doubt as to xxbat a pickc't may do uncb*r 
this c lause and what he may not do. I‘ickc*ting as is usually understood 
can be* effectc'd bx various im*thods and I do not think that tlic'ie is any 
doubt that^c»w-a-days it is uiidei stood that pic k-ding would be im*fTt‘ctuul 
unless aec’ompaiiied either by intimidation c»r restraint Ac tual violcmce 
of eourse is not necessary to establish ic'stiairit or intimidation. I fc*el 
qilfte confident in saying that had this clause in the Knglish Trades Dis- 
pute* Act not l>et*n in.serted in 1900 it xx-ould not be* inserted noxx’ li 
must be remembered that before lOttO a certain \x ell-known legal dc*ci- 
sioii was given which seriously affected the financial position of cc'rtuiii 
trade unions and which arou.sed a considerable amount of sympathy even 
..Amongst those who by circumstance's were not iiicIiiicmI to «ymp*alhise 
those unions. A Liberal Government was in fsiwer and was anx- 
^ious to bind the lalxuir partv cdose to them. The swing of the pendu- 
lum was taken advantage of to a full extent by the labour party and 
the Trades Dispute Act was passed in a form in wbic*b 1 feel confident 
it would never have been jia.ssed at any other iK»riod. In England 
picketing has proved a very great difficulty and it is never effective 
is its proper legal form. If it is really ^af'eful, the public will have 
Bone of it. If it is not peaceful, the Governirient have to deal with 
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it* both witn tne police and, if necessary, with the armed forces of the 
Crown. The general public at home have a great sense of right and 
wrong, and though they are prepared to allow a man to strike if he 
kvaiitfi to, they are equally determined that he sh^ll have the right 
;o uork, if he wishes to work. Two verj’ gcK)d instances have occurred 
luring the last two years. In the railway strike of 1919, picketing was 
juite i«‘aceful, except perhaps in the case of one or two large cities, and 
the whole strike was carried out with absolute order. The result was 
lhat, from the stiikers’ j>oint of view*, pickets wen‘ ^-ntirely ineffectual; 
tliey were most unjKqmlar with the general public who demanded that if 
any railwayman wafitcd to work he must be allowed to work. The result 
was that, (»wing to public opinion, pickets vanished and after the second 
lay of the strike there was scarcely any evidence of picketing at all. 
The coal strike, however, was entirely different. It was carried out with 
ifrave di,‘^)rder and the pickets consisted chiefly of large bodies of men 
Birmed with sticks and other weafions whose intention W'as not only to 
intimidate hut drive out hy torce those who had gone hack to work. It 
must he rememhered that it was chiefly dirp< ted against those men who 
manned pumps and they were successful to a great extent in driving 
them out, with the result that many mines were ruined. These pickets 
although to start with tliey were effectual in an illegal way, became 
ineffectual because the\ were dealt with hy the (iovcinment as breaches 
of the law. 

Now the hoiThle mover wishes to transfer this unfortunate law to 
India If it can he truly said that peaceful picketing in England is 
ineffectual, I do not think that any one, unless blinded by prejudice, 
will deny that |H*u(‘eful picketing in India is an impossibility. The 
Indian ot the working class, as a goo<l many of us know from experience, 
has taken very kindly to picketing hut he has only one method of doing 
it. It is no use talking to him about |)ersuasion and soul-5orce. His 
only idea of soul-force is what Mr. Sarkar of the Bar Library wittily 
dcscrilied the other day as a thing about three feet long and studded with 
brass nails. Then, again, if this law is transferred to India, employers 
also will have the right of picketing. That has never been done so 
far out here but they have the right under the English Act and no doubt 
would use it here as far as the Act allowed them. This is what would 
follow. In the ca.se of a trade dispute the willing workers would be 
picketed by the strikers and the strike pickets would be picketed by- 
the employers. Can anything shape for a better row than that? What 
is the use of talking about peaceful picketing? You might just as well 
shut up two Kilkenny cats together in a room and tell them to lie quietly 
before the fire. No, Sir. picketing is a thing that should be discouraged 
and not legalised. It is a system that has had a fair trial and has 
proved either ineffectual or disastrous. Picketing in India is not confined 
as we all well know to trade disputes, nor, I suppose, will it ever be 
possible to isolate it in that way. Picketing has become recently almost 
a part of our daily life and as it has trespassed so far into politics, why 
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should it not trespasA into the field of elections? How will niemhews 
of this Council like it if piikefinp is encouniyedy How will the^ like to 
for an election with tliemselves and (heir hupjHirters cai^fully 
picketed by the other aide y And why atop at the elections, why not 
carry it right into this Council itself y And here, 1 admit that we 
Europeans might gain something to our advaiitagt' in that. We. otlicuila 
Aind non -officials, are in a hojieless minority in this Council when it 
comes to voting, but if peaceful picketing were hHowimI, perhaps some 
of the gentlemen o? this Council wiiuld find it rather difficult to get to 
their seats in time to register their votes if they hud to pass a inniccful 
picket, which peacefully hut firmly opposed the 4‘ntrance of this ('onncil 
of anybody who disagreed with their views. 

Hut seriously, Sir, I say again that picketing shouhl ho disrouraged 
and not legalised. Ibckeling is nothing more or less than tyranny. It 
IS the attempt of certain men who think one way to cot*rce all #ho ^iiffor 
with tliein and forc<' them to do what they do not want to do. It leads 
to iif>thing but not and ili.sorder ami surely w«‘ have had en^jugh of 
that This IS a democrat^' age ami van you imagine anything more 
umleinociatic than picketingy Democracy preai hes s4df.dcl4‘rminatioji . 
and tjie right of <*verv man to think for himself and to do as he likes 
within the limit that the law' allows If a man w'lshes t<» stnk<‘, I and 
m\ <olleagucs all admit that h«* lias tlo* rigid to do so, but if a man 
w'mhes to work, 1 maintain that no one shouhl have tlie rigid to atteiufii 
to interfere with him 

Of louise. as the hon’hle nioviM lias said, h‘gishdion oi tins kind must 
lie Inii)enal and not IVovinciul, and 1 have no real anxndy as to whether, 
this wdl be undei taken or not b\ the lm|XMial OoviMinneid. At the 
same time 1 trust that this n^solution will not 1 h‘ passt^d by tins ('oum il.* 
In fact, 1 hojH‘ that tlie hon’hle iiio\er will not e\en go so far as to push 
it t(t a diviiuoii. 

Mr. D. C. CH08E: I rise to opjKise tin* rcsolutnin which has h(*i'n 
moVed by the hon’ble member who has been nominated by Governrmuit 
to represent the interests of Labour in this Council He will forgive me, 

I trust, if I venture to cliaiacteri.se his resolution as an andai ioiis ju'opo- 
sal. And the rcMson wh> I see « barac terise it is becaus«> he. w ith a fine dis- 
regard of the cm unistam es under whic h !nan\ »»f tlie sinkes an- taking 
plaee and the methods by w’hich they are continued, has actual! \ come 
tielure tins Council to ask for legislation so that pickeding on the jiart of a 
striker niay be made lawful. The ground ujxin which he urges us to 
acc’ept his projK>sal is that there is in existence an Kngilish Act whic h has 
made picketing lawTul on the part of a striker and, therefore, ipjio facto, 
there must be an Indian Act upon similar lines. His argument, Iheiefore, 
reduces itself to this that because a particular legislation or fKilic-y is 
expedient and vital in certain definite rirrimistanres in England, there- 
fore, it must be equally expedient and vital in a completely different 
set of circumstances in India. Now, 1 would like to ask the hon’ble mover 
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()( thiH re»f)lutioTi if he has serifnisly considered th^ dire coDsequenoes 
which mipht result from our acceptance of his doctrine. Are we to 
if^nofe altog-ether facts, circumstances, conditions and all the ^her 
irnfKirtani factors necessary in the consideration of a subject and only 
apjdy by what has l>een described as “ mere untempered and cast-iron 
lo^'ic,” conclusions that have been found suitable elsewhere F If such 
be the object and intention of the hon’ble mover of the resolution, as 
I am afraid it is, then the only answer we can and oupht to give is to 
say that we repudiate his doctrine. 

Sir, 1 am surjulsed that the hon’ble member, the mover of the 
r(‘soluiion, should ask us to blindly copy Eni'lish legislation. Let the 
(^)uricil consider for a moment the recent strike of some of the employees 
of the Calcutta Tramways (Company. What wu‘^ the issue in that 
stiik(*F 'I’he issue, so far as I cmild gather, was tha^ the Tramways 
Lompany weic not entitled to dismiss or otherwise punish their employers 
even when there was evidence which satisfied the Company that they 
were dishonest. That was the issue, that w^as the cause of (piarrel 
b(‘tw(‘en th(‘ Comjiany and the strikers. Now T ask the hoiride member, 
the movMT of the n‘s(dntion, if it is his desire and intention to aid. asdst 
and supjMirt strikes of this kind based upon the flimsiest and most absurd 
grounds by se('uring h*gislation wdiich will enable strikers to r(‘sort to 
pick(‘(ing with impunit\ F 1 ) 00 *^ he lealise that strik(‘s of this nature, 
If they aic encouraged and supported b\ tlie legislaiure. will soon redmu* 
the existing social (»r«h*r in this comitrv into a state ol utti'r confueion 
and chaos? Is tlie hon’ble imunber unaware of the amazing disclosurf^* 
by some (d’ tin* strikers in tb(‘ Assam-lhuigal Hallway strike? Are not 
tliose disclosures, su])jK>rted by documentar\ evnb nee which lias neither 
))een contesti'd or disju'oved, a gr(‘at e>e-o))emM for all? And is be 
pn‘pared aftcu all thos<‘ disclosures, with full knowb*dge of hideous 
facts, to lecommend to us that we should pass legislation Which would 
huNe the inevitable effect of enormously strengthening the hands ^of 
misidnef makers and re\oliition mongers? Rir, T am somewhat amu0ed 
at the terms of this resolution. The hon’hle mover has asked us to 
legalisi' what he is plea.sed t(» describe a.s “ non-violent pieketing.” 
Well, to s|HM\k of non-voib*nce in coniuM^tion with the picketing by a 
striker is to use the wonls of Ilis Kxcellemy the (lovernor “ a pitiful 
travesty of language.” We have hud so many instances lately of what 
is culletl non-violent picketing, tliat it is quite unnecessary for me to 
bring home to tliis Pouncil, the truth of what His Excellency has said. 

Sir, the time may come when LalMiur in this country may be so 
organised and so controlled by wisdom and commonsense that a propo- 
sition of this kind may 1 h» considered — I will say nothing about its 
prai ticability even then. But that prosjiect is remote and the present 
time, 1 venture to think, is n*ost inopportune for broaching this question. 
In view of the strife, conflict and unrest with which the air is surcharged, 
we want jx^ace and not any legislation which might strengthen the forces 
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oi' coercion and di^r^er. That is the danger which loonis^ before Ui 
in the event of the adoption of this resolution and 1 devoutly hope the 
Doud^i} will set its face against this projxisal. 

Dr. H ASSAM SUHRAWAROV: 1 have every sympathy with llio 
working classes and will most gladly supjHUt rec-tunmendations to 
improve their sm^ial and ei'onomic condition and to develop lalniur 
anions in right direction. 

I had the pleasure of being associated at ork on the Industrial 
Unrest Committee with Mr. Krishna Chandra Ua> t'haudhun. and ha\e 
much regard for the htm’ble member representing Labour. But 1 am 
[il«aid. 1 have to ojipose thi.s resolution because 1 am sat isfiisl. ’it will not 
advance the cause of the working ( lasses. 

I come daily "in intimafe touch with large number of workmen and I 
iiave not (udy uccpiired some knowledge of lluoi pliNsical disahililies 
but also have had opportunities of watching tlodr menta! and iiitellec- 
lual (ondition. In my oj^inion neither the unions nor tin* laf^ouring 
idasses in India have at jvresent advam't'd far enough to put on the lines 
)f then Biitish protot\|M*N 'riie foreign plant ie<|iiires eareliil aeeli- 
inatising m its new surroundings and alt(*red conditions of life. If wa 
[rv to rush niatt«'i>, it will either withei and fade uwhn entirelN oi eer- 
iainl\ lesull m «i stunted growth. 

The hon’lde m<»ver (d the resolution will agie(‘ with me that in the 
kirhish Isl es (he (oiiditioiis ar«* dilYeienl to what (d>tains in India. 'The 
liiilniur member in l.iiglaiid is elected b\ a linbout < onst it uency. but our 
iieini'crs in this couiitiy are noiuiiiatiMl b> ( i<»\ ei n m<Mit ami one of them 
lit least IS not stnetly a working iimn.’* d his altered condition has 
been thought expeditmt on acc<»unt of the difTerent ('onditions of th<‘ two 
'orist it uonc»(‘s. It is thought that a large ma)orit\ of them in India 
wiH nijt use the franchise in the best piKssihle manner, d’herefore, 
picketing, which might have been successfully used as a non-violent 
wea|>on by the labourers of Ihiropean counlnes, will not be an uninixed 
good in this country. 1 he broken legs, cracked skulls, black eyes and . 
‘iwollen face.s that have been treated early this year in the hospitals 
under me at Lillooah and Bamangachi and elsewhere are pr(»of positive 
i>f the violence that is invariably resorted to by our uneducated 
labourers. 

Indeed, Sir, violence to them is the only effective weapon of convic- . 
tion. Intimidation their strongest argument. 

During the lieginning of the recent tramway deadlock we heard 
much of the non-violent nature of the strike; but like all other strikes, 
there has been violence and intimidation. Jxitki blows, and hurling ^ 
brick-bats and even the dastardly attempt c»T “ acid throwing ” jit th<»se 
who will not join the strike by gentle persuasion. 
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^ “ Strihe ” tht* Indian workmen translate vernacular as 

meaning? to maro (beat) and strike without the pmirefe of beating those 
thaUdo not agree with them is an absurdity in their minds. • 

The so-called Labour leaders have so far been led by Labour and do 
not lead them. The vix a terfjo is too strong for them, and the back 
pressure of their so-called followers pushes them into any alley which the 
line of least resistance chooses. I have not yet come across the Labour 
leader at whose word of command they will stay their hands when they 
are out for an affray or mur-ptf. To mislead is easy, but to lead them is 
a v(*ry difficult work. A child can put a match tf) a gunpowder n>agazine, 
]>ut to sto]) the effects of the inevitable explosion is a different matter. 

The non-viident doctrine of xat papraha preached by so gr(‘at.B 
personality as Mahatma Gandhi fell absolutely flat on the ignor^t 
masses; and their inordinate violence was condemned in n(» mild terms 
by the Mahatma himself. The propaganda of non-violent non-co-opera- 
tion coining «‘vcn after the h*sHon taught by tin* xatyai/nilm movement 
Inis nnfjOrtunately assumed a nio.st \ioh‘nt form of interfeit‘nce with 
jieople’s right of frei* thinking and liberty oi dress. 'Die Mahatma is 
now as a [lenance keeping fasts and shedding tears and pra\ing for liis 
sinning followers. When passive resistance preached b\ a gieat leader 
with the halo of religious sanctity round him, can degeneiiite into a most 
active form of meddlesome violence, does the Labour member think that 
he or any Labour leader, he knows of, will perfoini the miracle that the 
Mahatma himsi'lf has failed to demonstrate? 

The hoirble member is a sound practical man and 1 am sure he will 
agree with me that the proposal at present is premature and can wait 
a little longer and this resolution should be withdrawn. 

Whih* Khilafat volunteers are declared illegal, can Labour volunteers 
be legalised by Government? 

'I’he mover has said that the Trade T^nions in India are >^)n a better 
standing to-day than tho.se of England. The Government member is in 
|>osses.sion of fai t.s and he will say what their relative j>o8ition is. 

At the present moment a memorandum from the Government of 
India, Dejmrtment of Industries, regarding the subject of registration 
and protection of Trade Fnions is engaging the attention of local Govern- 
ments and Administrations and the Board of Industries for Bengal, on 
which I have the privilege of serving, is now considering this and in this 
memorandum th«‘re are extracts from the Trades Union Act of 1871, 
Protection of Property Act of 1875, and Trades Dispute Act of 1896. 
These disclose that picketing, as far as India is concerned, is under 
pri'sent conditions unde.sirable as it invariably leads to violence. I there- 
fore oppo.se this re.solution. 

Bftbu HEM CHANDRA BH ATTACH ARdI addressed the Council in 
Bengali, supporting the resolution of Mr. Krishna Chandra Ray 
Chaudhuri. 
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Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: I rise to oppose the resolution. Many of tiie 
arguments which I intended to use have jlready been employed — far 
better than lies in niy narrow compass — by the previous speakers.* But 
there are one or two arguments tpi which I desire to lay some stress. 
First of all, if this resolution is carried into law, it 
would mean the los.s of individual personal lilierty. At present 
in this country the individual working man hai^ the right to 
sell his w»rvices w here and to whom he pleases, liegislation has 
taken away from* the working man at home all that right 
and many thinking men among the Labour leaders are not at all certain 
that they have gaineil any advantage therefrom. This year I have been 
at home and I have had the opptirtunity of observing the situation during 
the mining strikes and have seen some of the so-called peaceful pic'keting. 
The miners’ peaceful picketing consi.sts either of a large lump of coal 
or a big lump ('f^rranite, which he uses invariably upon anybody who 
wdshes to work at the mines which the Union has closed down. For 
21 years I have been a planter in northern Bengal and for theepast 11 
years I have resided upon rtne estate and I can say honestly and with all 
sinceritv that from my point of view, and it is the point of view of every 
persog living in the Duars. that the relations between oursidves and our 
empbnees are of regard and affei tion. We do everything that we can — 
much more than we should do from a purely business point of view — 
to improve theii welfare. From a more general jioint of view also the 
tea iiidu<tr\ d<G‘s it«« best for it s «*mplovees ami now’ that the lea industry 
is improving it is gi\ing coolies more of>jH>rtunit ies for earning money. 
There w ill f ome shortl\ before the (''ouncil a TLll for the constitution 
of a Boanl of Health t(i whiih tea-gardens will contribute in order to 
improve the sanitation and health of their peojile. All this is being 
done without unions and without pi<keting; but should there come, 
which (loddorbid, Iraile unions and pi< keting among tea-garden labour. 
T say. the loolie will be far w’orse off than he is at present and hanl 
business will then rontrol the relationship between tea-garden I'niployers 
and employees, ’bberefore. T bog, wiib all the emjihasis at my command, 
to implore the members of this House to refuse this resolution. 

Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALiJ T have the pleasure to support the resolu- 
tion moved by my friend, Mr. Krishna (’hiindra Kay f’haudhuri. T think 
Mr. (^haudhnri has made it perfeetly elear that the position of tlie 
members of Trade Unions and of strikers in the .eyes of the law is 
indited very unsatisfactory. As the President of the Tramway Kmployees 
Union, T have realiseil that it is terribly risky for any set of workers to 
strike, even if they huA’e real grievances. So far out of the poor wages 
they receive, the members of Trade Unions are unable to subscribe to 
any fund for strike pay. I agree with my^friend, Mr. Ohaudbtiri, who 
bias experience of strikes not only in this country but also in London — 
when he was 5>ecretary of the Indian Seamen’s Inatitute — that (he 
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w’orkers in this country are helpless, friendless and fundless just as the 
raiyats in this country. T^le GoTernment have thouj^ht fit to pass such 
henefi(dal Arts as the Co-operative Credit Societies’ Act for the protec- 
tion of the raiyats ag’ainst the money-lenders and it is e<iually incumbent 
on the part of the Government to protect the workers who are exploited 
by capitalists just as much as the raiyats by the mahajans. It is 
therefon* necessary that there should be lej;^islation on Trade Unions 
and Trade Disputes on the lines suj^pested by Mr. Toshi in the Legis- 
lative Assembly and Mr. Chaudhuri to-day. The British Parliament, 
ever since the advent of the Labour party, has repealed the several 
penal laws passed with connivance of the capitalists to penalise British 
workmen and it has enacted several protective laws for the preservation 
f>f 1Vade T’^nions and As.sociations. I therefore appeal to Government 
and the members of this Council to conside*.* this (jimstion from the 
Labour point of view. 1 strongly support this residution. In reply 
to my friend, Mr. 1). C. Gho.se, I only ask him to learn the grievances 
of the tramway eniployees. I am not going to deal with this subject 
just now, but my friend will know them later on wUen he will read the 
grievances of the tramway people. 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: This is the first time that an 
hon’ble member of this House has thought fit to introduce an Ki»glish 
law into Bengal, and it i.s most unfortunate tiuit, of all th<‘ laws, lie has 
chosen one which proposes to give a license to //e/ooZa/.s/// in Bengal. 
My friend, th(‘ mover, has defined picketing as a sort of non-violent 
persuasion. Picketing pre-supposes non-violent persuasion. The 
word “ persuasion ” pre-supposes an active part on the }>art of the nuin 
who persuades. T1 h‘ result »»f non-violent and inactive' persuasion has 
already been felt througlmut the whtde of India and 1 am sure that every 
OIK' is sorry for it. Whoever \^ill support this resolution will have after- 
wards to expre.ss sorrow if this motion be carried at all. I am a resident 
of Howrah and had the honour of j>iesiding at a nu'eting of strikers at 
Howrah, consisting of about r>,0()() men, and t(dd them not to interfere 
with those who go to work again.st their wi.shes and not even to speak to 
them who have not joined the .strike, but to live quietly and to let their 
employers do what they liked. After the meeting was over some of the 
leaders of the strikers approached me and said~-//rtZ>M .sV/Z/ch, hum^oh 
h'uh nai holetfd, laken jo hoi hamme jaiffii oshn part tor fJnga. That 
was their idea of mm-violence. and in fact the very next day some 
lorries were reported to have been looted of their contents in front of 
the Magistrate’s house. That .strike, however, has come to an end now, 
and I mentioned this incident as a spcn ific example of non-violent persua- 
sion. 

Then my hon’ble friend Ulked of the Workingman’s Act as special 
weapon of the capitalist and employer against the employed, but the 
Wojkingman’s Act has no application to this sort of cases ’rhls Act 
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applies only to canes in which certain persons taking? some adTance from 
the employers, enter into an a^rreeincnt with them to do certain work 
witMn a certain period at a certain rate. Tifhe breaks that agreement, 
he is liable to punishment or in th^ alternative he is liable to do the work 
a<‘cordin^ to tlie terms of the agreement . Therefore, tna: ari^iP 'fMit iloes 
n »: apply t(^ the present (‘ase 

Then, my friend has said that the funds and the brain of the 
Chamber of (\unmer(‘e are very jrreat, but unfortunately both the funds 
and the brain of the Tradt* rnion*. are verv small. f'urther arpued 

that time mav come when either by lejjislation or by stronp public 
opinion the soinccs of imaune may be stopped. 

The <juestinn of lejjislation d«»es not arise as there i> no such propo- 
sal. If my friend thou^'ht that tlie public opinion ma\ be so strong? 
in tii’e tliat the s<nirrps*of imome mav be stopp'd in thai ca'*e tie 
best course M<ml(f be for niv friend to willulraw this motion. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: May T»rise to 

explain that tlie funds aie not stibsei ilwd b\ tin* public, but by th<» mem- 
bers of tin* Cnioris 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: Then my friend, Mr. Cniau- 

dhuri. has s;u<l b\ pea* eful pei suasion he meant soi ial punishment 

uhnii the ^tlikel'' max resort t*> if others j^o to woik ayainst their 
wislo*^ He h.»s :iK<> ;n^rue<l that, nou when the em])loyees of Penjfal 

on sinke othei emplo\ees fioni tin* Cnited Pr«>vinees or other parts 
eoine foiwatd to t.*ke tln'ir phoes, and that this legislation is !iec(*sMary 
t»t stop that *^ 01 1 of thintr bv lejralisin^»- the pieketinjjr by tlie strike.-i 
'Ihat arj^rnnient ^roes ajj-ainst the the**iy that soeial punishment will be 
Used as peat <*tul pel suasion, l»ei aiisp tlie strikers in Ileri^al eannot usp it 
a^rainst the woikeis from the Tnited Ibroinees or other parts of the 
eouritr\ 1. therebue. eairH‘--tl\ ho]>e tliaf m\ friend, in order to save 
th<* heads of those who live aTnontr>t the eoolie populatnui, wdll withdraw 
his resolution. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I eoriirratnlate the LaLuir 
member for the couraji-e f)f liis eruivietion and the anxiety for the 
labouring elasses that he has shown in brin^in^f this resolution before 
the House, bein^.r bimself a nominated member. T do not know whether 
he will be nominated a^uin after this. But I must •<*onfess that 1 niu.st 
ffive my verdict absolutely a^rainst the propriety of his briiifrin#^ the 
present proposal in these troublesome times. He is, I am afraid, reck- 
les.slv trespassinjT on danjjeroiis j^round. The name of y>ickr*tinjr itself 
should have acted as a red flayr to him to show that he ouyrht not to 
proceed in that direction particularly in these days. I am <|nit** sure 
that be is very sincere in his anxiety for the cla.ss wdiom be rejirespnts 
here. This, I take it, is a mistake of judgment, for which, I am sure, 
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EOiy good friend, Mr. D. C. Ghose, has given him too much concord. 
But I think that after the opportunity he has had of listening to the 
speeches of these gentlemen who are primarily concerned with the Labour 
question, I have not the slightest doubt that he will find his way to 
withdrawing the proposal. I w'oiild like to point out a few things which, 
I hope, will not be repetition of anything already said — and these things 
he should have considered before bringing this resolution before this 
House. The first is the gross ignorance of the labouring classes and their 
inability to form correct judgment in many cases. India is not England 
where all the labourers are educated. This is not a place where you 
can bring dowui every* idea and try to engraft them in the minds of your 
countrymen. First ed\icate y(»ur labourers and then tell them to com- 
bine and put down these capitalists in no time. The labouring classes 
have my earnest sympathy. I feel for the man who goes down 400 or 
4,000 feet below the surface of the earth and does not ^et enough for his 
food, I do not like that sort of man who practcally does nothing 
but walks about — I have no sympathy for them ; but my heart goes with 
those men who cannot get a good square meal after working day and 
night even below 400 feet in a mine. Therefore, I say, educate, educate 
them : qualify them for it. Your duty as a member representing the 
labouring classes is to constantly agitate for the education of these men: 
bring them up to your owui level and then only and not till then can you 
rest assured that they w’ill do nothing which you would not like thenf to 
do. Go on fightng with the Government for their education and with 
th(*se gentlemen (employees of labour) for more food for them. 

I do not think that it is proper to discuss this matter in ibis Council 
in these days. You do not know what view the people outside in their 
imagination will take of your conduct in this ('onnection: it is no good 
discussing these things now. Surely, you must remember that India 
is not England and the difference between India and England is that 
in England the employers and the labourers are both Enprnj and they 
are of the same jat, they are of the same religion and of the same com- 
]dexion even ; and that makes a world of difference ; in England there is 
not the slightest chance of a clever man somehow or other bringing in 
the question of race hatred ; whereas here there is always the danger and 
there are places w'here you cannot avoid it. Here in India you have one 
CAste as the employers and the labourers are quite a different caste from 
all conceivable points of view. Do not try this experiment, do not play 
with fire; do not go with a lighted cigarette in your mouth into a gun 
powder vault — that is not at all projHm. I say, idease do not imi>ort 
everything that is English. I do not like that. They have already 
imported many bad things for us — have thev not ? Drinking for instance ; 
gambling for instance. If I had the power to put a stop to these things 
I would do it in no time. Tjje.se are English habits and do not please in- 
troduce them here. I think that after you think over all these matters 
you will agree with me that it is no good introducing English laws and 
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paiiicularly at this time we ought not to discuss the matter. I hope 
that Mr. Chaudhuri will withdraw this resolution. 

file Hon*ble Mr. KERR: I am sure that the Council will agree with 
me that we have had a very intereMing di»<‘ussiun this evening; but I am 
afraid that there has been a tendency for the discus.sion to wander some- 
what from the direct issue before us. This resolution rtH'ommends that 
legislation should be undertaken on the lines of the British Act which 
recognizes the right a striker to resort to non-violent picketing while a 
strike continues. Whether we should have legislation on the lines of the 
British Act is the i.ssue on which this Council will have to give its deci- 
sion in a few minutes. 

Now, from the speech made by Mr. Chaudhuri and several other 
speakers, there would seem^ to be an impression that the British legis- 
lation is conhiieff to a few lines in the Act of UHMi, but that is noPthe case 
at all. The main English legislation on the subject of picketing is t on- 
tained in the Act of 1875. That Act is still the law of the land Eng- 
land, although It has been«suppiemente<l and somewhat mridified by the 
pro\ isioiis of tilt* A( t of I9(Hi Now. the -\cl of 187-> (hdinifidy makes it 
a criminal oflVnce for a workman or a .stiiker in the course of a strike or 
in flirt Iieram e of a trade di.spute to rh' lertain acts. Among these actions 
are im ludeil the u^^e of \ lolerice or intimidation whether towards the other 
per^m diie( tly or to Ins wife and children, or injury to his property; 
persistently following another person about from place to jilace; or hid- 
ing his tocds or othei jiropei ty or depri\ ing him of the use of them, or 
hindering him from using them , uau hing or besetting the house or other 
plar e w here su( h other person resides or works or carries on business or 
hap{>ens to be, or the ajiproai h to such house or place; or following such 
other person with two or more persons in a disorderly manner uhuig any 
street or roaj. 

That is still the law of the land in England, and I say that that law is 
very much more severe than any law that we have at present in this 
c-ountry where iiicketuig is mainly governed by tlie abetment provi^ionH 
of the Indian Penal Code. If Mr. ('haudhuri wants us to introduce the 
English law’, he w ill have to introduce the provisions of the Ar t of 1875 as 
well as tho.se of tlie Act of 1900. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: May 1 point out 
that the section • 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You should not interrupt the Hon’ble 
Member. You w'ill have your right of reply. 

TIm Hon*lil6Mr. KERR: I may say that tj^e actions I have already 
mentioned are quoted from the Act of 1875 and are still in force in Eng- 
land. The Act of 1906 repealed a small portion of the Act of 1876, but 
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Lhave of course omitted the repealed portion fiom the summary 1 have 
given. 

llie Act of llHj6 was a curious A(;t, and Mr. Watson-Smyth has a?lud- 
ed to the circumstances in w'hich it came to be passed. I do not think 
that I need worry the Council by going into English political history 
relating to this Act, but briefly it was the result of pressure which the 
liUbour Party in Parliament was able to bring to bear on the British 
Government in 190(). 

I have here some remarks made by distinguished authorities on the 
Act of 1906; and I think I hud better tell the Council briefly what they 
say as thaChas an important bearing on this juoposal that the Biitish Act 
of 1906 should be introduced in India. 

My first authority is Dr. Shadwell. He is a distinguished economist 
and in bis book on industrial efficiency, which is a compnrative study 
of industrial life in Kngland, Germany and America, he calls the Act 
of 190() a flagrant piece of class legislation which can only b(‘ (ailed a 
gross abuse of power. He says that the Act was the direct result of 
jMilitical pressure biought to l>ear upon a weak Prime Minister and that 
it violates all pniicijdes of justice and e(iuit> , and is unjust, imsjuit- 
able and undemocratic. He give.s various instances showing how trade 
unions have misused the powers thus (‘onterred ujion them to the detri- 
ment of th(*ir own members as well as of non-members, and in disregard 
of the advice of their own officials. This is the testimony of a distin- 
guished economist . 

My next authority is Ijord Askwitli who is, 1 believe*, regarded by 
Mr. Chaudhuri with as much admiration as by me. He says that the 
Act “ has been used to shield some acts by individual officials which, 
in the interi'st of the community, might well not be .shielded under the 
cry of proposed infringement of pnvilege.s of a trade union. It has 
also (‘aused a liitterness (d feeling against many actions of trad(‘ unions 
which sensifile laws would not have touched, in the belief that, but 
for the Trade Disputes Act, they ought t<» have and wctuld have been 
made amenable to results every one else had to risk. Glass feeling 
on the part of empbners has been increased by suspicion and anger 
at its supposed effects, often (juite irrationally. The people as a whole 
have a grudge against presumed privileges being acc'orded t(» one sec- 
tion of the community.” Therefore, according to T.ord A^kwith the 
result of the Act itf 1906 has been to iiuTease brtterne.ss of feeling in 
England. 

My next authority is Mr. Sydney Webb whom nobody will suspect 
of being prejudiced against trade unions. He .says that “ the Act 
confers on trade unions an extraordinary and unlimited immunity, 
however great may be the (fainage caused and however unwarranted the 
act, which most lawyers and employers regard as nothing less than 
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monstrous. He also advises trade unions not to presume too much on 
their apparently absolute immunity *from lepal prtK'ceding’s under the 
Act. This is the testimony t>f three distinguished and impartial authori- 
ties as to the result of the Art of 1901) in England. This is the ArtVhich 
Mr. Chaudhuri comes to the (\uHu*il and asks us to introduce in India. 
The testimony is suc h should make us extremely cautious in apply- 
ing the English law to India. 

As to the merits of the ease in its applicati^m to Bengal 1 need not 
say much. It is •bvit)us that the general sense of the Council is that 
it would be in the highest degree inappropnate to legislate 
at the juesent time on the lines suggt‘ste<l in tin* resolution, 
Mr. Chandhuii has been supported only by Babu Ham Chandra 
Bhattachai]! and Mr. S\ed Erfan All, the distinguished Presi- 
dent of the I'l ainway^ Cnion who lately led his men up a vt*ry 
steep hill an^ ^tluMi led them down again. 1 should l^e to hear 
Mr. Syed Erfan All’s ideas as to the application of Mr. Chaudhuri’s 
principles id the condin t or misconduct of the trarnwav strikers during 
th<> Mm <*nt siiike As a mattt'r <»f fa< t this (}U(*stion of pick*‘ting is 
being ( otisidri cd b\ ( tov eininent at pMvsent 'I'he (foveinimuit of India 
has seiil Us a buig letter on the subj«M t of the law applicable to tr'aje 
unidiis in India oi rather the law to be introdmed in Irnlia. In that 
lettei then' aie \aii<»us relereiHes to the c|Uestion of pickt*ting. We 
base (iMulateil the letter not (Uil\ to ('liainbers of ('oininercr^ but also 
to tiade unmns and other public bodies in Bengal. We bavp not yet 
got iej»li«‘s fioin tlie IxmIu's who ha\e be**n consulted and wi* have not, 
tbeietoie. made up oui mind e\a< tU what line we are going to take 
on the .pK'stion nt puketing. Itut I think there can be no (|Uestion 
that tlie reasons whn h I have gi\en this evening ( b-arly show that legis- 
lation oii English lines would In* entirely unsuitable. Whether legis- 
lation on othei lines in extension or amplification the piiivisions 

of the Penal Code in regard to the (piestion of picketing is desiralile, 
IS a matter on whnh I desire to reserve my opinion for the present. 
But the (to\ eminent is ilistirictly of opinion that legislation on the lim*.s 
pKjposed in this resolution would be unsuitable, and we are, therefore, 
unable to accept the* lescdution. 1 would only ask the (’ouncil, in con- 
clusion, to consider very seriously the effect which would be produced 
upon the Indian Eegislati\c* Asscunblv and other fMxlies of the* kind, 
if the Bengal Council at tlie present time deliberately recommended a 

propo.sal to undertake legislation on the line.s of the British Act of IJKlG. 

« 

Mr. R. H. L. LANGFORD JAMES: I move that the question lie- 
now put. 

Th« DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I thinly it is fair to give the mover a 
chance of reply. 
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Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY GHAUDHURi: In deference to 

the wishes of Babu Surendra Nath Mallik who is a great friend of the 
working class, Dr. Suhrawa;‘dy and the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr, I beg leave 
to withdraw the motion. 

The motion was then, by the leave of the Council, withdrawn. 


Adjournment. 

At this stage, it being 7 p.m., it was found, on a count of the House, 
that there was no quorum. The Council was accordingly adjourned to 
the next day at Jl p.m. 
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Proottdifigs of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under thd 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council asnembled at 3 p.U. on Thurs3a\ , the 24tli November, 
1921, in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall. Calcutta. 


Present: 

The Deputy-Presulent in the (’hair, the Hon’ble the four Members 
of the Executive Council, the llon’ble tin* three Ministers, and 92 
nominated and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Extension of serVSoe to Rai Sahib B. M. Gupta. 

*XXIX. Mr. SYED ERFAN ALI: (^i) What were the reasons 
which led the (io'crninent to refuse extensions of serxict* to Messrs, 
Youngs Craig and D’Santos, lately Kegistrars in the Secret uriaty' 

(h) What were the reasons which le(l ilie (lovernment to grunt three 
extensions of service to Kai Sahih 11. M. (fupta. Ui^gistrur of the Chief 
8i»cretary’« Ctffict* h Is it a fact that he I'j heing given a fourth 
extension ? 

(c) Is the grant of three extensions (ontrarv to the circular orders 
of Government? 

{(i) Is the Hon'hle the Member in charge of the Aj)pointment 
Department aware of the feeling that exists that the grant of frequent 
extensions mar the prosjiects of junioi ofti<-ers and create disaffection 
among them ? 

MEMBER in ohargo of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon*ble Sir Henry Wheeler): {a) Cioler article {h) of the Civil 
Service Regulations retirement at the age fi') in the normal course. 
It IS not nece.Hsary therefore to assign reasons in the cases cited. 

(h) The Rai Sahih {Kissesses s|)e(ial knowledge and exjierieiicxj in 
ceremonial matters, and in view of the visits of their itoyal HighnesH<?H 
the Duke of Connaught and the Priiiee of Wales, his retention in the 
service was considered advi.sable on jmhlic grounds. For the same 
reason a further short extension is iKung allowed him to enable him R) 
enjoy the privilege leave which he has earned, since it biis not been 
found possible to grant him this leave l>eforti the conclusion of the 
Prince's visit. 
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(c) No. 

(J) The posHible effect on the prospects of junior officers is always 
giv^n full consideration l^fore an extension is allowed, and as a ipatter 
of fact extensions are now very seldom allowed and not unless excep- 
tional reasons exist. 


Murshidabad Settlement 

*XXX. Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the l)ei>artment of Revenue (Land Revenue) l)e 
pleased to stah* whether the Standing (bmmittee on Land Revenue was 
conKuli(‘d' befoie the order for stopping the Murshidabad settlement was 
])assed ? 

(/>) If the answer to (o) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble the 
M(*mbef be j^leased to state the reasons for not consulting the 
Committee ? 

{('i Will the Ilon’ble the Meml)er Ik* jdeased to state what exiK*nses 
huv(‘ l)een made in connection with the Nadia-Murshidabad settlement 
from .laiiuaiN to June, 1921, and how much has been realized within 
the jH‘riod y 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

{(i) 'rhe uiisNNci' is in the negative. 

(h) It is at the dis< retion of the Member in charge as to what matters 
sluuild Im* brought bef(»n* the Standing (’ommittee; it was not thought 
necesHurv to Teft*r a matter of such dt‘tail to the Standing (Vunmittee, 
esiK'cially in view of the fact that tlu* (juestion of n*tren(dimenl had to 
be decided immediately and orders issued v^ithout delay to the Settle- 
ment J)ei>artment to enable them to distribute the staff for s<*ttlement 
ojierutions in the most imjxirtant irnties. 

{(■) 'J'he t‘NiH*nditure from Januarv to June, 1921, has been us 

follows : — 

Survey — Nadia, Rs. 5,5r‘f8; Murshidabad, Rs. 32,795. 

S(‘tth‘ment— -Nadia, Rs. 3,30,892; Murshidabad, Nil. 

Nothing was realised during this jieriod. 


Bengal Cadets in Sandhurst College, 

•XXXI. Mr. BUOY PR08AD 8INCH ROY; Will the Ilon’ble the 
MemlKT in charge of the Political Deiwrtment be pleased to state bow 
many cadets from Bengal were recommended by the Government, and 
bow many joined tbe Sandhurst College in England, since 1918, giving 
names and ix\rticular8 of tbe cadets ? 
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MEMBER in ciMrga of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (tho Hon'bia 
Sir Hanry Wheeler): Hernni^neiidations wvrv mailt* not by (iovnrnnient 
but J)y His E\<'<*llc*m*v the (iovernor |vrsontill\. Six eanilidates •Mi'ere 
nomiuuted in 191S, four in 1919, five in 19:.Hh and tuo in 19‘JL Of these 
only one entered Sandhur>t: entry is eonditional on the passing of e 
ipialifying test and the oct iirrenee of vaeanries. II is Exeellenev does 
not propcjse to publish the names of the unsuictssful nominees. 


Middle class unemployinenC. 

*XXXII. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: (o) Is the 

Iloirbh* the Minister in chaise ot the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries aware of tin* (jiiention of unemplovmeiit among the edueat(‘d 
middle class of Bengal • 

{h) Are the Wo\ernment coiiMdeiing the desirability of holding an 
inijuirv to asceitain the niimlMO* of the unem]iloy(*d in eaidi district 

{(') Aie the (i<o eminent taking an\ other stejis to deal w^h the 
present state of affaiis!" 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawid> Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhurip 
Khan Bahadur): {<!) (TO\ernment aii' auate that a certain amount of 
uneinploN ment exists among the educated middle clas'-cs of Bengal. 

(//) The aiiswei is in the negative. 

(i) I he |Mdie\ of the (ro\einment i" to deal with tin* problem by 
oiH*iiing up new fields of employ ment foi the eilucated middle classeB, 
and with this ohjet 1 (fo\einment haM* given. oi are giving, eflft'ct to a 
nuiiibei of ]m]M)rtant s( lienies su< h jis the cieation of tlie Ib'partment 
of Industries with a |>erinani‘nt dir«*( toi at its hea<l. the establishment 
of te( him al schools for the training of appientices at KanchrajNirii and 
Calcutta ami the establisliment of an Agiicultuial Institute at Dacca. 


Eden Hindu Hostel. 

*XXXIII. Mauivi A. H. M. WAZIR ALI: (a) Is the HonMde the 
Miui.ster in charge of thi* Dt‘partment of Education aware that recently 
each boarder of the Eden Hindu Hostel. Calcutta, w'as sujijilied with a 
new chair and a new half-secretariat table ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the contract for the sujiply of the said articles 
of furniture wa.s given to Mr. S. Hoy, of 42, Sikderbagan Street, 
Calcutta; what was his charge for each chair and each table; and w’hat 
was the market price for each chair and for each table Y 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): (a) Yes 
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(h) Yes. The chargee for each chair was Rs. 10 and for each table 
Rs. 20-8-0. Several firms were asked to ^ubmit tenders: the estimate 
of Messrs. S. Roy and Co.‘wa.s lower and for better articles than <^hose 
of other firms that tendered. It may therefore be assumed that the 
prices paid were fair market terms. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Sub-assistant surgeons. 

89. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Will the 
non’ hie the Minister in charj^e of the Department of liocal Self- 
Governmj^nt be pleased to state — 

(/) why tlie term of the Declaration Bond to be executed by sub- 
^ assistant .surj^eons in Bengal has been increased from five 
to ten years; 

(ii) sinc(‘ when have these bonds been issued; 

(///) how many sub-assistant surgeons have*been ap})ointed as pro- 
bationers since the intYoduction of these ten years’ bonds; 
and 

{iv) how many had been appointed before such introduction ? 

(h) Is it a fact that there is a great demand of sub-assistant surgeons 
in the province? 

(<•) Is it a fact that many of the sub-assistant surgeons have not 
signed the new bonds on account of the conditions of the bond? 

{d) Are the Government considering the desirability of reducing 
the |)eriod of ten years to five years as previously? 

(c) If the answer to (c^ is in the negative, are the Government con- 
templating iH?rmitting tho.se probationers already in service to execute 
bonds for five years only? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): (a) (i) In 

paragrajih <S4 of their report, the Medical Services Committee recom- 
mended that, in the case of Civil suli-assistnut surgeons, the period 
of liability to remain in Government service should be extended to 
10 years, and that the jienalty in case of default should be increased 
from Rs. 400 to Rs. l,tK)0, in order to ensure that a sufficient number 
of sub-assistant surgeons could lie made available as a war reserve for 
service, not only in India, but also overseas. The Government of 
India, after consulting the opinion of local governments, decided to 
accept tiiis recommendation, and amended the form of the bond accord- 
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(it) The order of the Government of India introducin^f the revised 
form of the htiiid is dated of Aiipnst. 1920. It was communicated 
to tile Surpeon-Creneral with the Government of Bengal on •27th 
Septeml>er, 1920. 

(til) Only one has l)een admitted into the service, since the intro- 
duction of the new l)ond. 

(if) The (luestion gi\es no time-limit and cannot therefore 1)6 
answered. 

(h) (fovernment have no <littienlty in obtaining all the cmndidates 
required. 

(r) Tlie aiiswer is in the negative. 

(d) No. 

(4 ) Tem|)orary sub-asf^i.stant* surgeons who tuitered the service before 
the introduction yf the new boiul a.sked for ixuinission to sig*i the old 
ImukI, and the necessary jicrmission was given. 

Wordsworth Committae. 

90« Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: Will the 

Hon’blc the Munster in charge* of the Department of Kdm ation be pleasiMl 
to state w hep effei t i*» to Iw gi\en to the rtM-oiiiniendations of the 
W ord'-worth (’oinnnttee for inc?<*asing tin* pas of ihi* clerks of tlu* lower 
subonluiafe anil tho.se outside the grade seidion of th(‘ Isducational 
Scr\ K e 

Tho Hofl’blo Mr, P, C* MITTER: W Ith th«* ex(***ptioii of a number 
of definiti* }H)sts in that ser\ice il was deciiled to defer a (h’cisiini with 
regaid to the recoininendat loiis of the Wordsworth (’onmiittee for tin* 
re\ ision of f>a\ of ministerial oflicms until the* nqKirt of the McAlpin 
('oniniitte(‘ liad been examined 'I'hat w'ork is |>roc(*eding. It is not 
jKissible at this stage to mention an\ date for the issue of final orders 
on the siibjei't 


Cancellation of lioenaes for hackney-carriagea, shops, etc., 
for abrupt closure of their business. 

91. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (n) Will the lion ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of LocaPSelf-Government be 
pleased to state — 

(») which of the inunicifKilities have expressed tlieii inabilitv to 
comply with the .suggestiim.s made in the (roverninent letter 
No. 229-.T3 T.— dated the Idth June, 1921: and 
(it) the names of the municipalities that have adopted the «ug- 
gestions in the said letter? 
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• ih) Is the Hon’hle the Minister considerinf;^ the desirability of with- 
drawin^ir ihe circular letter? 

• ‘ ^ 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; (a) (i) Farid. 

pur Municipality. 

(ii) No rejmrt was rcfpiired from the municipalities, and no reply 
to the Government letter was received except from the Faridpur Muni- 
cipality 

(/>) llie reply is in the ne^“ative. Tlie circulai'letter was hortatory 
not mandatory. 

Rajshahi Jail outbreak ami the ** Patrika ” defamation case. 

52. Rai HARENORANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Is the Hon ble 

the Member in char^rf* (d' tin* Ap]M)lntment l)»*j)a!tn.ent aware of a 
d(‘famation case brou^^ht aj.rainst the Amrifa Jhiznr Patrika, by 
Mr. Giabam, tfjc S»‘ssion.s Jud^e id Malda and Ttajshahi, for jniblishinj^ 
the r(‘])ort of tlie non-official in<iuirv c(»mmittee into the Rajshahi Tail 
outbreak P 

(h) Did tlie Standin^^ (N)ui>s(d and Public Prosecutor ap|>ear on 
behalf of (lu‘ complainant in that case at the Government ex])ense? 

(c) Did the Goveinment bear the wbob‘ or any part of the lep^al 
expensf's on the complainant’.s Ixdialf in that case? 

{(1) If tin' answers to (h) and (ct are ifi the affirmative, will the 
Tlon’ble th<» M('nil)er be ]deas(‘<l to stati* tin* rt'asons for bearing such 
exjHUiHeH ? 

The Hon'ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) Yes 

(/A I’be Standing'' rounsel ap|M*ared at the jniblic ex|>en.se. The 
Public Prose<’utor also apjM'ared. TTis scuvices in the ca.se were 
ctn'ored by his salary. 

(c) Government bore th(‘ wlude of the legal ex])ense8 on the cxmi- 
plainant’s beludf. 

(d) As till' lilndlous allegation in re*<iH*ct of which the case was 
instituti'd was ilirmted again>t Mr. Graham as a Government servant, 
and. if allowi'd to go urn liallengml. was cabuilated to impair his 
utility in tlie servic'e. it was considered fitting that Government .should 
intervene to ensure redress. As the result of the proceedings an 
a|>ology was tendered by the accused. 

Ministerial ofRoers* salaries. 

53. Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Will the Uon ble the 

Member in charge of the Department of Finance l)e pleased to state 
what action, if any, has been taken on the resolution carried in this 
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Council that effect be jriven to the minority re|>ort of Rai Mahendra 
Chandra Mitra Bahadur, in revisinff the salaries of the ministerial 
officefs? * • 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Kerr): Gi>vermnent havt* caivfullN <*4»nsi<h*rtMl lK)th the majority 
ami minority reiK)rt'', and. in arriving at the t'onclusiiojs to l>e recom- 
inemhM) to the (lovernment of India, have not bt‘en able to aciept the 
proposalN in either rcyntrt in tlkeir tmtirety. 


Ministerial officers. 

94, Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: ui) AVill the Hon ble 

the Memb«*r in eJiar^t* of tin* lh*paTtim'nt of I'inanci* Is* please<] t«i state 
what was the nu*an initial pa\ (»f a < leik in tlie distric t ofHt <‘s pi 18H5V 

(ft) Wlien was it revised, and wi(l» what result? 

(«) Is It a fact that tlie SalaiH‘s t'ommitt<a' of ISH.'’), consider'd the 
initial jmy iiiadeijuate aTid*re(’omiiien<h“d an im rease of jn'r ei'iit.? 

(f/> Were' thf‘ir recoinim'ndat ions ^>'iNen «‘ffect to? If not, why not? 

( 4 i •! H it a fa« t that — 

(/) the standar<ls of woik ami siah's of pa\ of tin* ministerial stuff 
in *l‘.ast»Tn ami West<Tn lieii^al districts are at premuit differ- 
ent : and 

( /M the total ( o-'t of the last i‘e\ision of pay of the mill iHt4‘rial 
l'■'l ,1 hi 1 sh rneti t in I'.ast#*!!! Heiii^'al was less than that of 
l\’e''teTn Ih*nj,ral h\ about fi\e }s*r c<*nt. ? 

(/) Is it a fa( t that the Salaries ('ommittei' of Eastern Hen/^al ami 
Assam f(*und that the cost of livinjr in haistern Heni^al is j^eiu'ralK’ !ii^}if*r 
th}#i that in evt^'m Bengal, ami r(*< (>mmemled a hi^lnu minimum 
Inin^ wa^-e for Kast«‘in Heii^^al districts'*" 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: to) I to* initial j»a\ of a < l(‘rk m tlie lowest 
jfrade in the district offices in ISS'i was Rs ‘^>0 jmt mens,. in in a scale 

of Ks. oo_l_;U). 

(h) It was revis<*d with effect fniin the ‘..^trd May. CMIlh in Bengal 
and from the 11th December. HHtI, in Eastern B<‘n^^'d and Assam, 
liein^ raised to Rs. in tin* fornn*r ami Rs 'ftt in the latter province. 

(r) The Salaries (\,mmittee of 18H.h, considered, the initial pay of 
di.stri<'t office clerks to l>e inad<*(|uate and reconiniemlf*d for the low’est 
grade a fixed pay of Rs. 30. 

(d) No As it was found that existing ratc*8 of pay w(*re sufficient 
to secure the services of com|Hdeiit men, and were not conspicuously 
below those w'hich persons of similar (|iialifications could earn els**- 
wbere. Government of that day decided that there w'as no adequate 
ground for an increase. 
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(e) (t) The stanflanl of work in Eastern and Western Bengal is 
practirally identical. As to scales of pay, the member is referred to 
Voljme I of tlie rejwrt of the recent Salaries Committee, para- 
graphs 92-95. ^ 

(it) The recoiniTiendations of the Eastern Bengal and Assam Com- 
mittee involved a total increase in cost of approximately 20 per cent, 
and those of the Bengal Committee an increase of 23 per cent. Against 
this must be noted the fact that the former Committee pro|X)sed a con- 
siderable redaction in staff, ^flie avera;Te recioramended increase per 
clerk in East Bengal actually woiked out at 33 per cent., and in Bengal 
at 17 per cent. 

(’alculations showing the exact effect on ministerial salaries of the 
final orders of Government on the re(^ommendations of the two com- 
mitU;es have not been made. 

(/) No comj)arison aj>jH‘ais to liave been instituted by the Eastern 
Bengal and Assam Salaries Committee between the cost of living in 
East<*rti Bengal and Western Bengal districts and the higher minimum 
wage for Ejistern Bengal districts was recommended on indej)endent 
grounds. 


Resolutions 

(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general public interest). 

Budget provision for water-supply, etc. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: Tin* resolution that stands in my 
name runs thus: — “ This ('oumil recommends to tin* Government that a 
sum of Rs. 13,0(1,00(1 be provi«led in the ensuing budget, to be distri- 
buted among the different disirit't boanls either as a grant, or as a loan, 
with a view to enable tliem to open draiu'N and kJtah in water-logged 
areas and for water-su])ply and other imuisures to counteract prevcntible 
diseases, as may be formulated by the lioard and sanctioned by Govern- 
ment,” meaning a grant of Rs. 50.000 to each district board eliminating 
(he district of Darji'cling and the Chittagong TIill Tnicts, form our 
immediate consideration. Sir, in commending my resolution for your 
kind acceptance. I will say a few uords only. It is common knowledge 
that malaria and chidera are responsible for the largest number of deaths 
in Bengal as will be evidi'iiced from the following figures of the years 
1917—1919. viz. 

InlOJ? — rliolerw, 45,021 . mnlnria. 882,76S ; 

Tnl‘»18- „ 82.379: ., 1.357,906; 

In 1919— „ 124.949 ; „ 1,229,257 : 

or in three years the total figiire of 3,722,280 lives were lost through these 
two diseases alone ; in other words a daily average of the appalling figure 
of more than 3,400 bright human lives which might have proved useful to 
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the society. Now, Sir, it is also a known fact that both these diseasej| 
ai^ prevent ible and there are several plaees in this world which, although 
highlj(^ malarious or infected with cholem before, have now got rid of 
them through vigorous jwinitary measures. 

\ou are aware that cholera is a w*ater-borne disease and it <'an l>e 
checked and prevented by the provision of filtered water. It is also an 
accepted fact that malaria can alst» be effe<‘tively checketl by the »>pen- 
ing up of water-logged places, or by Ponificaiion, by increase of human 
population aiul jireveiition of niosi|uitoes of the anoplo'hvs type ami many 
others. 

I admit, Sir, that the last word almut the prevention of malaria has 
not \et lH*en >aid. but e.x |h*i non e tca< hcs u^ that o|H*ning up of 
aid khaLt, drainage through tlie s\vaiup\ tracts, and jmlicious use of 
(juinine as a preventive will render our p<‘ople iminune to lualuiia to a 
considerable extt^it I'orinerl^ , the nuimoous channels am! k}t(4s in all 
the districts of I/ower Pengal formed a net-work of drainage systems 
which maintained the health of both the urban and the rural areas. 
(Traduall\. most of the I/ 0//4 and ^onie of the rivers ami t hannels in al- 
ino>t everv di'.trn t luiMiig been silte«l up. large swamps of /u7,« have 
grown up closing all the natural mitlets and thereby rendering the jilares 
hot-becFs of malaria 

Now this oniei of things must be cbaiiged if our people mean to 
exist. And our effoits must be towards the improvement of village 
sanitation. 1 may tell you tliat mabiria is princi)>ally a disease o f the 
country and m*t of the (own. Hut our village unions are abmdutely 
ptiwerle.s.H to <lo anything in this tlirection without finamual assistance 
fioin the district boaids who, in turn, look forward to tlie Cloveiiiment 
for Mupfdenienting theii slender resouices to cope with the situation at 
least to an apiueciable extent Ha\iiig regard t<» the ec-oriomic c ondition 
of the country, a fresh taxation would not be judicious at this stage, 
and a loan floafcul b\ the distnc t boards will haiclK be* su<-cc*ssfiil if 
Government does not stancl as a security. 

The district boards do expec t .sanitary grants like the culrn'iitifui grants 
to tackle the urgent .sanitary problems, but if the Government c'annot 
.see its w'ay to grant them this paltry sum of Us. bO.tUK) for eac h di.strict 
iKMircl, it should c'ome forward with loans or half-grunts or half-loans. 

A provision, therefore, should be made in the ensuing budget to 
enable the district boards to take iiji and cuirry on urgent sanitary 
measures and the jieople will at once apprec iate the bowms of the reformed 
administration. Otherwise*, the cofiii>ulsorv firovision of exfNuisive 
he^alth officers wdll not only add to any material prcisperity of the country 
but will prove to be a positive burden on their slender resources. 

I may add for your information that the Faridpur District Board has 
already formulated a well-devised scheme Uw opening out a number of 
khnh^ etc., at an estimated c'ost of Rs. 1,50,000 in three years but the 
money has got to be found elsewhere. 
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Sir, I appeal to you all to accept this resolution although I am 
perfectly aware of the financial stringency of our Government as I verily 
believe that health problenfs are the problems of all problems which i?houltl 
engage the immediate attention of all who have any feeling for the 
country and its people — far above those questions which affect indirectly 
only a microscopic section of the people, and I am sure I do not appeal 
in vain. 

Sir, if it is deenicd iiecessai v by the Gnverninent to steadily increase 
the expenditure on police, with the primary object tff protecting the lives 
of the peoj)le, how much more, may I ask you, is it the duty of the 
Government to spend their last farthing for saving the lives of hundreds 
of thousands of tlie f>eople who actuall\ die oi causes which 1 am sorry to 
say can be j)revenied and no duty is more sacred to the Government than 
this? It is no use tfdling the people, in sea^son ami out of season, that 
this mtj/ler is engaging their serious attention and that several schemes 
are under their (JoTisiderntion. We want something more definite. We 
want action as every minut(‘ spent in sfjeculation means the luin of 
liundreds of valuable lives, who, if health) and strong, would be an asset 
to the (’(mntry in more ways than one and would juove to be the real 
bulwarks of llritish f>ower of this country. 

I shall now conchide by (juoting tlie words of Sir Surendra Nath from 
his address to the editors of newspapers in this connection, r/c., that 
“ the jarring notes of dissent and of discord must be hushed into silence 
in the ])resence of the solemn ami righteous task of saving the lives of 
many millions of her sons.” 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Babu Suremlra Nath Ray): As this 
item and No. dA wdiich stands in the name ot Maulvi Abdul Karim are 
identical, item 45 will not be moved. I call upon Maulvi Abdul Karim to 
speak to this l esolution. 

Maulvi ABDUL KARIM: As the resolution that stands in my name 
IS in ess«Mice identical with the ime just mo\t*d b\ ui> friend. Dr. datiudia 
Nath Moitra, 1 wisli only to sU])poit his resolution. 

It is hardly necessary for me to discuss at length the sanitary cmidition 
of the country. At the beginning of the year in connection with the 
rejiorts of the Sanitarv rommissioner. the Snjitturt/ Board and the 
Sanifari/ Kniiincer, a journal states — 

Cholera is a 8coura/ie of village life and yoarlv takes away a toll of victims which 
makes a serious gap in the ranks of population We understand that cholera was 
rev^orU^d from as many as 15,870 villages. But only a few advanced districts have 
made some provision for meeting its onslaught So the vi< tuns were in the majority 
of the villages left to die. Every year witnesses the sacrifice of many thousands of 
lives in this way resulting in enormous economic loss We hope now something will 
be done to check this fearful wastage. Malaria is the pest of village life in Bengal 
and money cannot he better spent than on purposes for the prevention of its ravages 
and the riddance of this great evil. 
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Both cholera and malaria are due to want of proj>er drainage and 
adequate supjdy of water. The small rivers, and khah in almost every 
disti^t have become silted up leaving large swamps and water-logged 
areaa without any drainage. The scheme prepared by the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter for the sanitary improvement of the districts is no doubt a most 
vital and important problem. The districts are most willing t<» under- 
take this stupendous task but unless the (Government comes ft>rward 
generously to help, they can do nothing. For schemes may bo prepared^ 
projects may be devfsed for a great undertaking but at the root lies the 
question of pound, shilling and pence, without which the best of schemes 
is bound to be a failure. The resolution just moved above all is of prac- 
tical importance as it refers to the ways and means, i.c., the* sinews of 
war. 

The Oovernment makes an ediuation grant to every district board 
but there is absolutely no such grant for sanitation, though sffnitation 
is more important than anything else even more important than education 
itself, for a hfuilthy body is a cofulition preceder»l to a healthy mi#id and 
education without health of*tht‘ |>opulatioFi wouhl be perfectly meaning- 
less. TTavin g regard to the ecomunic condition of the peopb* it is im- 
possibl^e tj» think of any fresh taxation The (Government rntist, there- 
for»*, <'oTne to 1 tie ieK<'Uf' if fhe\ ;irc in eariic-t to protect the jx'ople 

from the yearly ravage'^ of cholera ami malaria It is therefon* neces- 
sary that grants should be ma<lc to every distrii t board that Tuav be will- 
ing tr) undertake anti-malarial and sanitary operations I may mention 
here that these operations will serve the threefold ymrpose of drainage, 
water-supply and r ult ivat ioTi and in aiblition they v ill improve commu- 
nication. ami ifi man\' cases the\ may prove productive. 

Kxclmling Darjeeling and the Dhittagong Tfill 1'racts there are 2f> 
districts and. at a modest calculation. Rs should he provideil 

in the next budget for tbeir saiiitaiv r»perations If eacb flistri<‘t board 
<an get on an average a grant of Rs Ml. 000 for if to nnderfake two or 
three projects everv year we can I'asily imagine that by continuing the 
operation systemat ically for nine or ten years the entire nmlaria-strif'ken 
or otherwi.se unhealthy portimi of the district may easily he drained out 
anfl the present devastaterl villaires will again revive into smiling Imhita- 
tioms of a henltliy an<l contented people Tf the fbivernment are unable to 
make free grants, as in the ca.se of education, they should advance money 
to each district Ixiard. fnirilv bv wav of grant and parti v bv wav of loan, 
at a small interest, so as to enable the distric t bemrds^fo repay such loans 
out of their own resources. T am sure no di.strict Isuird will hesitate to 
take this loan as they are fully conscious that the work practically 
represents their property. It would he useless to ask the district hoard 
to raise such loans in the open niark«‘t as they do not command that 
confidence whic'h is necessary in case of private loans. The (ioverninent 
may raise a loan and then advance out of it to the district boards at the 
same rate of intere.st at which it may be rai.se<l. There is no other solu- 
tion for thia important problem and it should be borne in mind that if 
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nothing in done to effect this vital improvement, the people will suffer 
the keenest disappointment and the Reforms will fall flat as far as this 
province is concerned. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WASIMUdDIN AHMED: I heartily support 
the resolution so ably moved. As you are aware of the very insanitary 
condition of some of the districts of Hcngal, it is needless to say that they 
re(|uire large sums of money for chasing away cholera and malaria from 
the land, and also to make other improvements nec?ssarv for the safety 
of the public. At the District Hoard Fonferem c it was decided, and it 
was also recommended by the (jovernment that distric t boards should en- 
tertain the services of health officers, and it was contended by some 
members that unless the district boards got a sufficient anuuint of money, 
to take up works of imj)rovement, it would be (juitc' useless to engage the 
services fof health officers, unless there is some occupation for them. 
Now the emi)loyment of these health ofiic ers has been made c-ouipulsoiy, 
and a)most all the district luiards liave employed them, but they find 
great difficulty in finding employment foi tlmm. Almost all theii funds 
are already earmarked, and there is scarcel\ any woiking balance left 
to give sufficient employment to these officers. Recently also the Vacci- 
nation Act has been extended to several districts and the district boards 
have been obliged to give free vaccination; that means considerable ex- 
iH'uditure, so many district boards find it extr(‘mel\ difficult to lay b\ any 
sufficicMit amount for wcuks of sauitar\ im])rovemeiit . As yoti are awaie 
the sanitar\ improvement of the districts eanmd be carried out without 
money, and fine s]>eeches cannot remove these <|jfiicult ies. Jf fme 
sf)eeches had any eff’eit or value, then our abb* Minister in charge of 
Public Health would drive cholera ami malai ia b(‘yond the !*a( ific in no 
time. H«' himself suggested nu'aus whereby the district boards could 
(‘ombat these difficulties. He suggested that the district boaids should 
raise money locally. As my learned fiiend has alieady suggested, it is 
difficult to get money locally, because the (list j it t boards do not command 
the same resja'ct in the market as the provincial government does. Re- 
cently Mr. Hiss was trying to get some money in the mufassal for the 
construction of luimary .schools on assurame by (tnvernment to j»ay by 
instalments with interest. 1 had a talk witfi him the cither day and I 
also tried to get the money in the district of Pabna, but femnd it extremely 
ditfic'ult to get any money in the mufassal for the puriiosc*. As you are 
aware a very healthy section — section 200 — was enacted as far back as 
1S84. and there are very few municipalities in the province which have 
taken any action under that section. 

On the 7th February la.st I put three ejuestions. The first was whether 
any rule hud been framed under the Hengal Agricultural and Sanitary 
Improvement Act, what action had been taken during the last 10 years 
under section 200 of the Hengal Municipal Act, and with what result, and 
what action had been taken under the Hengal Sanitary Drainage Act 
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witkiii the last 10 years, autl with what result. Out of the.se mree, t^co 
^ were answered, that rules hud been frumed and had been rirtnilated under 
the Beng-al Ajfriruitunil and Sanitary Iniprovenient Act. Thtmjfh IJiave 
been answered, I have not been answered fully, but 1 eaik understand 
what the answer would be bet ause 1 have stune expel iem e of muni* 
c ipalilies. I'hese nuini< it)alities have not, aiul eatuiot, take any aetion 
ft>r want nnuiey. 

Then as rejr^uds the aetion taken under the Sanitary Drainajje Aet, 
W’e all know this A?t was in tin* Statute Hook bu more than *Jl) years, 
and in answer to m\ question the Minist<T in ghar^re of Public Healtli said 
that it \\asonly in tliree iU tour instam es in the districts of Hoo^hly ami 
Hurdwan tliat a( ti<»n was taken, ami no woik or anythinjr hacf been done 
with rejj^ard to the reiiiainin^ j>ait of the proviiu’e. 'Phe reason is ob- 
vious: it is only^owin^ t<nv\ant t>f money that no lu tion i ould be taken 
under such a useful Act as the Sanitnr\ I)rainaj.re At‘t. Now^that Act 
has been repl aced by the Hen^fal Agricultural Sanitar\ Improvement 
Act. Kules have be«Mi fiatiuMl and forwarileil to ilistiii ( boards ai^ many 
disnii t boards aie aiixiou*? t«» take action under them, but under the 
pno isions of that law ]ii tv.ife indi\ idiials or district boards have to 
f*’Uarakte«‘ the < ost of tin* execution of the woik. ^I'heri* are some schemes 
now pemlmj^ with tlie Distint Hoaid of Pabna. I took up some of these 

ladoie tlie i ujc'. weie pas«,ed. and the\ an* t ipe fot mtion. t hie of lliem 
w ill « ohI n(‘a]l\ Ks dtl.tMHi. and another Hs, 'JthtMMI. d'he mattei- w ill 
la* taken up on tlie 1‘Jth l)ecembef and the decision of the board whether 
it would be in a position to guarantee the ex}ienditU!e so that the Map^is- 
trate can taki* action undef the law. will be jjiven then, but ! am sorry 

tti inform \on. tliat the Uistin t Uoaid's finam ial jiosition is not so stron^r 

tliat it « an umlcit.ike this woik. without a » <in espondin^'' undertaking 
from the tmiant*. and landloids that thev w’ould levy rates of tlieir ov^ n ac- 
eonl. si» that the leceipts ma\ be set off a^»'ainsi the contribution whiidi 
they are requiied to pa\ . So fai as the t(‘iiants are concerned, the\ are 
only too willints^-~thc\ ha\e alieady dejMisited Ps 1 .(MX) ami will de]s>sit 
more but the landionU have not lespioideil ami so nothintr <’an be done, 

1 dilate on this to show that thn w the < onditioii of tin* district boards in 

Henjj^al. Now tin* movei has ma<b* it clear that it is not their intention 

that (lovernment should j.ri\e tloMii grants. The restdution leaves it to 
the (lovernment to <le<’ide whether the amount should he ^fiven as ^rrants 
or loans, (tf course, if the district boards can js^et it as a loan, in tliat- 
case also it will be welcome because the amount wyll be subsequently 
raised by the p<*ople, and tlie\ will pay in most cases, but in some cases 
wdiere a privati* party is not direc tly lx»nefited there tin* district Iniurds 
will be made to pay the cost, and they are w illin^ to pay for the safety 
of their ow n constituen<*v. liec eritly, several hand-bills have been issued 
by the Public Health Department ^-ivinjf iyslnictions as to Iniw cholera 
and malaria mav W combated and what steps should W taken to stamp 
out cholera, and it is r»H‘oirinieiide<J that w ells and other suitable reservoirs 
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for drinkinff water should be excavated so that the people will not ge 
disease by using polluted water. All these recommendations are, ni 
doubl, gof)d, but the poverty of our funds stands in our way, and th^onh 
way to enable us io take action is to raise loans as suggested by th( 
Hon’blc Miiiister in charge of Public'llealth. With regard to that, 
all agree with him. The only question is whether we should raise loan 
privately or whether Government will raise them for us. I think i 
would be besl it the Government could raise loans and make provision ir 
the budget so that as soon as schemes mature Government would give tin 
loans. Of course, when atcion is to be taken under the Bengal Agri- 
cultural Tmj)rovement Act, Government will also have to pay a certaii 
amount aa contribution towards the work. But that, of course, wouh 
not be very much, and moreover, that amount can be provided separately 
or at least a j)orlion of it. So 1 recommend to this Council that thi,^ 
resoluticpi sliould be aeciqited, and this is the only way in which we can 
chase away clioleia, malaria and other diseases from the land and theie- 
by enable tlie district boards to do some useful work for the people. 

Mauivi EMADUDDIN AHMED: I rise to support the resolution 
whi(;h has been moved by J)r. Moitra, and in doing so — because human 
memory is short — I only beg to draw your attention to the fact. which 
has b(‘en liroiight home by the lIoirbl(‘ Minister in charge of the Depart- 
ment of Public Health and Sanitation that the death-rate in Bengal 
is now higlier than the birth-rate. The circular letter of the Hon’bJe 
Minister has biought several facts to our notice vhicii are very appalling 
indeed. W(‘ calculate our death-rate in our distiict— I come from the 
district of Uaishahi— and find it to be .so huge that if it continues at this 
nite, then witliin 1(10 \ears the whob* district would be depopulated. It 
is now a (juestion of life and death. 1 find a piegnant word uttered by 
the flon’ble Minister is that ve. (he Bengalis, aie a dying race and in- 
deed ue have been d\ing. Nothing is more .solemn, m. thing is more 
urgent than to fiixl out the means for checking and eradicating altogether 
cholera and malaria which aiv devastating Bengal. The district board.s 
are (pule powerless to cope m\\\i the.se diseases. It is beyond the power 
of the district board to siqiply even good drinking-water to th(‘ jieople 
Some time ago a .si hedule was juejiared in order to find out which places 
mo.st particularly retpiired water. We have been supplying water by 
digging wells and tanks, .several villages are supplied, but still there 
remain some 2,000 villages to be provided with drinking-water pure and 
simple. My friends from Calcutta do not know how the mufas.sal people 
suffer from the lack of good drinking water. Good water is so scarce 
that the villagers have .simply to take muddy water during the drv sea- 
flon. They go to the pond, squeeze the mud and then drink the water 
This 18 the condition in most of the districts in Bengal. We find 
3,00,000 will be recpiired at once in order to provide water for about 
2,000 villages ; we have no money, but we can not sit idle we must per 
form our duty towards the iieople. The Government also cknnot give anv 
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money; the financial deficiencies they suffer from are well known. In 
default of Government aid w’e must raise a lt»an for the suyrg’estiou ol 
which we are thankful to the ITon’hle Minister. I ap|)eal with all^ear- 
nestness to the rich landlords, the wealthy merchants and ti> our llon*ble 
Minister, who takes a deal of interest in our rural afi'airs, to see that 

money at least on interest is availahle. We do not want anything; imire 
except money on loan. Tlie district hoards have been ttdd to Inirrow but 
as you all know the t redit ol the district Innards is iu»t so ^ot>d ; so loan 
is not available. 1 nless, therel<»re, (lovernment t nine lot ward, unless 
wealthy peoph* (ome forward to help us with a loan then, juoiiahly, at no 
distant time, we shall find tliat Henjfal is depopulated. 1 can show hy 
facts and fij^ur«‘s that it is an easy task to tirive away tlo'se pests if only 
we jret the money. So far as my distri<*t lamrd is I'oncerned it spends 
Its. ‘Ut.OdO for w ater-suf»ply and I can assure tin* (’ouiu il that we shall 
be able to pay (»iT a loan <ft IN. within L*tt \eurs if we earmark 

Rs Ud.tKMt for the puriMive. ^ 

I'his IS a ver\ solemn tliinj' and nolhini^ <‘an Is* nnu'e im|>orlant than 
this, I a]>)H‘a1 t<» \nu all t<> find mniie\ . I ladieve that on iiiteie^t^mnieN 
is available in tJreat nntain: we mij.rht boimw in I’.nKland. the distrii 1 
board would bt* askin}.r to tio that in older to save the people tiann death. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ addressed the (\>uncil in llen^ali 
in support of the motion. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I support this motion 1 do 
not wisli to iiiflnt a speech on the ( ouiK'il for llie simple reason that I 
intend to speak on anothei resolution of a similar nature. 

Mr. 8 .M. B08E ! 1 heal til \ endorse what has been said by the pre- 
vious speakers in ta\<»ur of the resolution. 1 lliiiik that (lOvernment 
ou^ht to take immediate steps t(* help the various disinet boaids in fi^^bt- 
in^^ malaria, cholera, ami cuIhm epichunie discNises. ('lHd(*ra in an t*pi- 
demic form i** now unfoi t unated \ lampant in many jiartscd Mymen- 

sin^'h, and malaiia aKn js \fi\ [uc'V.ib*nt iheu*, and of late has spread if- 
stdf in Fast MyrneTi-'i . Ilti" i-^ clue (c» the siltinjj:' up of klculs and 
ri\eis and I am afraol aUo to the exteii'-icui ot railway. I,atcdy several 
case.s of malaria liavc* cm c um ed in Ki»*hor^cunj and Ibijitpur, and I tliink 
it is liif^h time that immediate steps were taken to iinjiiove the* health of 
the jieople. The boards are hampered b\ lack (T funds and also liy lack 
of iileas. 'Fhera* should b<* supplied hy (iervernment. f iovernment 
should in my ojimion send down experts to various distric fs to draw up 
schemes for draina^*^c and water-supply. Government will then 1 h* in a 
position to know exactly the t^»lal amount that wull l>e recjuired hy the 
various district boards to finance the schenieH sfi draw*n up. I would 
auffpest that Government mijrht veiy well float a loan as taxation is out of 
the question^ and I feel sure that every inhabitant of Bengal will think it 
hi» patriotic duty to subscrilre to that loan ; so I do not think there will be 
any difficulty at all in raising the full amount. Government ma.v then 
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advance the money required at a very low or nominal rate of interest and 
also help them with expert advice. In this way the benefit of the Reforms 
wilj be brought home to the people. I know our popular Minis^^r in 
charge of the Public Health Department is straining every nerve to im- 
prove the health of the people and our earnest prayer is that he may with- 
in a short time be able to show a substantial progress. The safety of the 
peo|)ie has been said to be the supreme law. May 1 not apply that here 
and say that the safety, the health, of the people is the supreme concern 
and everything must give way to that? 

Mfi BUOY PR08AD 8INCH ROY: I have great pleasure in support- 
ing this -resolution. It is most weh-onie when it comes from one belong- 
ing to the medical profession. It is a modest propo.sal — only 
Its. Id, 00, 000 for the 25 districts boards of Bengal. The need for the 
sanitary improvement of our villages cannot he sufficiently exaggerated. 
This is the object to which the attention of (jovernment should be first 
directed and 1 am glad that it has already drawn the attention of tlie 
Hon’lde Minister in charge of the Departm.?nt of Sanitation. He has 
made extensive tours, consulted jmblic opinion on the subject and he has 
expressed sympathy with the condition ol tlje j)eople in the mufassal. 
'I'he time has come when the (iovernment should sliow their haiids and 
place before tlie public a definite scheme for sanitary impiovement and 
show their sympathy with the suf'tering multitude of Bengal in a moie 
tangible form. Jn this (’ouncil we have not been sjjaiing in our efioi ts 
either in advocating retrenchments or in blaming (iovernment , 1 think 
most justly, for their superb indifference to the most insanitary condition 
of our villages. A large number of oui c(»unttymen live only to fall easy 
victims to malaria. His Excellency’s obser^ations on our financial pros- 
pect on the opening day of the present session liave undoubtedly revived 
the hope of I'very membei of this Ibuise, to expect belter days, and J 
think we sliould transmit that hope to oui lellow-countrv men in the dis- 
tricts by unanimously aciepting this resolution. This is a demand for 
the most sai red (‘ausc^ — sanitation. J’rovidence has placed the purse- 
strings of the nation in our hands. Let us spend money loi the allevia- 
tion of the sufferings of those who are our kith and kin. liet the money 
lie spent through our own men in the district boards under the supervision 
of the non-official chuiimen. We need not be afraid for funds. I hope 
the Poli(‘e (-ommittee will come to our help. We expect large retrench- 
ments there and the amount so saved may very well be spent for the roost 
sacred purpose of alleviating the miseries of mankind. That will be a 
penance worth practising, w’hich, I am sure, the country will very much 
appreciate. In this connection, I may W permitted to suggest that in- 
stead of making uniform grants to all the districts boards let us consider 
the urgency of need of each board and let us have a committee for the 
purpose of determining the urgency and the amount of money to l»e 
granted ; and on their rtn^ommendation we shall act. 
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With these few words, I beg to support the resolution, 
ttaiiu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: The resolution which has 
be^ moved by the hou’ble member Dr. Jfftiudra Nath Moitni \i^ll, in 
my opinion, if curried, give the district botirds t>f liengal great facility 
in draining stagnant water in water-loggcnl areas and will also help the 
district boards in carrying out their projects as regards supply (»f pure 
dririking-%vater in several rural ureas. I know frmn the affairs the 
Murshidabad District Hoard, the board is in want of suHicient fund to 
meet the demands* of the district. Recently, owing to financial irisis, 
our district board has reduced the amount of grunt to some t>f the chari* 
tabl-» dispensaries which has created the position of those dispensaries 
very critnal. It is a well-known fact that the |¥H)i>le of Riiishidaba<l 
sufler much in the dry season when generally cholera breaks out almost 
ever;\ year in tlifferent <|jnai'ters of the districts ami we believe the main 
reusftn tor t he ‘prevalence of such diseases and malaria is th^ stagnant 
c<(ndition of the river Hhagiruthi. Where water-wtnks schemes are not 
possible, digging of go<Kl wells and re-excavation of old ianks^ill cer- 
tainly be a successful remacly to remove the long-felt want of pure drink- 
ing-aater. 'rhere aie areas alien* people sufler much ev<*n from want of 
dniikiiig-a ater and tli<*!e an* also scone aieas where the flood and rain 
aatei do a gieat mjui\ not «»nl\ to the ciops hut also is detrimental to 
the health ot the* pc‘nple residing there*. I'here may he similar cases 
in other distints loo; so il will be a gM*at help and advantage to the 
disiMc t boaids if this Coiim il can piovjde them with some fund. In 
c cnisichiat loll of tlie need the* sum piopct.sed is not inmli. When (lovern- 
nient is at a fiiiatic nil ciisis u cannot expect more. I suppoH the 
1 esedti t loll . 

Rai RADHA CHAR AN PAL Bahadur* (hie of the previous speakers 
said that he aj>js*als to the meinbers bailing* from Calcutta. I ladieve, 
with the exception of my friend, Habu Surendra Nath Mallik, no mem- 
ber from ('alc utta has s[>oken on the subject. I do not think that iinv 
lengthv spe ec h is nec essai y to ac c-ord our c lochal support to this resolu- 
tion, nor is it nec essary to inipres.s upon the Iloirble Minister in charge 
of the Public Health Department of Hengal the paramount duty of 
(lovernim*nt to take all necessar\ steps for the ameliorution of the 
public health of the province. We all know that the llon’ble Minister 
has been straining his nerves to the utmost in order to devise means 
for the purpose of battling with malaria and other prevent ibie diseaseii. 
He has toured over the provinc e and — if I may be* pardoned for saying 
.so — he himself has got a taste of mulariu. because only the other day 
he was dctwn with malaria, and this, I am sure, will rouse his sympathv 
all the more for his fellow-countrymen. But what strikes me most is an 
obvious defect in the resolution, which has been moved by Dr. Moitra and 
supported by subsequent speakers. I fiifd that he^asks for a certain 
grant— only a limited grant of Rs. 13, CIO, 000 for the district boards of 
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Bengal. But what about the municipalities — the poor, struggling and 
starving munit^ipalities? I believe they are about 115 in number. 
Wlia^ about these which ase simply struggling to maintain their ordi- 
nary administration? I think, therefore, that the demand^ for 
Kh. Id, 00, 000 which has been made • is absolutely inadequate. The 
question of funds is the main question. We need not dilate on the 
subject to impress upon the Hon'ble Minister the necessity for providing 
funds, but he must be shown how to provide funds. Some suggestion 
has already been made in this direction, and I should like to know what 
he has to say with regard to it. The Unit(‘d rrovinces Government have 
been very successful in raising a loan of two ciores of rupees in order to 
supplerneriMhe resources of the local bodies for the amelioration of the 
sanitary (Condition of that province. We are still in the dark as to what 
stejw the Government are going to take here in the direction of raising 
a loan. For the purpose of raising a loan 1 Mo not think that simply 
a sli< e here and a slice there, Its. ld,(M),t)0() this year hnd Ks. 12,0(},(l()t) 
next year, will do. We should have crores ot rupees at our disposal, 
and I a^i sure the idea will command the support of the juihlii*, as has 
been stated by some of my friends here. Let the (lovernnicnt come 
forward (iourageously and float a loan, and 1 am sure monev will be 
forthcoming in no time. We are nearly at the end of the financial year 
since the present Council came into existence about 10 months ago, and 
1 should like to know what measures are being devised in tirder to'float 
a loan for the purpose of financing these projects. There ought to be, 

1 think, regular and romiirehensivc schemes in res|K»ct of various dis- 
trict boards and municipalities of Bengal, and all these schemes ought to 
be financed by a loan. (Itherwise it would Ik- imiMissihle for the (’ouiicil 
to provide funds. I wish also casually to jHiint out, in this coniim tion , 
that it is necessary that when we embark upon a comprehensive scheme 
for the improvement of drainage and water-supply and other measures 
for the improvement of public health of the province we must have some 
such organisation as the T.ocal Self-Government Board, not to domineer 
over or in any way to interfere with the independence of the Im al bodies 
but to help them with advice in that dire< tion. I think this is a matter 
which is intimately connected with the question as a whole. The 
Hon’ble MinisU^r has an arduous duty before him; he has pledged him- 
self to carry out the task; and 1 am sure that he will give the Council 
and the public at large a satisfactory account of what he proposes to do 
within the next year or the year following. 

Mauivi MAHAMMED MADA88UR HU88AIN! I rise to support 
the resolution moved by my friend Dr. Jatindra Nath Moitra and 
Maulvi Abdul Karim, All the arguments in favour of the resolution 
have been exhausted; and I need not take up the precious time of the 
Council in reiteratjng them,. but one question which agitates my mind 
is this that if a loan l>e floated, it C4in only be floated if the monev is 
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reijuireil foi productive purposes. So if a loan be floats! how can the 
interest be met and how is the sinking fund to be established. These 
are 4wo questions which agitate my mind. * Some of my friends thuve 
said that if under the Sanitary Agricultural lini)rovenu'nt xVct mea- 
sures be taken and schtuues be started, then from the profit tir from the 
income of that work the interest may be paid. But there are some 
districts where there are no water-logged areas from which the water 
can be drained off and, in such districts, how can there be any drainage 
and how can the iiiterest on the loan be metl^ That is only agitating 
my mind. In my district of Birbhum there is no water-logged area and 
no lands can be converted into cultivable area. There may be other 
districts in which the facilities of drainage cannot be utilised. Then, 
in such districts, how can the reproductive works be started; and if 
no reproductive works cap be started then how can the interest on the 
loan be paid ? Id my opinion the loan should not be given t(j sucU districts 
and it is a grant that is retiiiired for them, an<l if (lovernment canned 
give such districts a grant no useful purpose will be served^ With 
these words, 1 beg to support the resol iit if >n. 

Raja RE8HEE CASE LAW: 1 rise to ojipose this motion. I'he 
member who has moved the resolution has forgotten that the (ioV(*rn- 
ment gives to every district boanl an augmentation grant of Rs. r)l),0(K) 
a >car for piirf)oses uf sanitatnui. and by that means as well as by the 
ordinary income of the b(»urd, we make prcfvision for water-supply and 
adopt othei sanitars measures. It is not ]>f>ssible to raise two crores 
t>f rupees b\ a loan here, hirst of all, us the forimu- speaker has said, 
it %\ould not be possible for the boanl tf) pa> the inteiest ns well as the 
sinking fund, hecause the money will hav<‘ to he luisefl at 7 per cent, 
interest now, aiifl that means Hs. 14,00,0(MI for Rs, crores, which it is 
not pfjssible f(»r the flistrif t hoanls to pay. Owing to these f‘onsidf*ra- 
tions, I do not think it woulfl be practicabb* to raise a loan at all. 
Therefiue, I <»ppose the imdion. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I rise U) give my bumble 
sup{H)rt to the icsfdution moved by friend Dr. Moitra. T am one of 
thos4% wlio Isdieve that the sueeess or the failure of the Reforms dependu 
ujion the success or failure to aidiieve improvements in the sanitation of 
the countrv, as the\ are so closely associated with each other. If you 
want U) make the Reforms Scheme a success, ynii njust not lie afraid of 
undergoing expenditure of large sums of money for the improvement of the 
Banitary condition of the province of Bengal. Thig country cannot 
lie happy and prosperous unle.ss we take vigorous steps to do away with 
diseases and specially preveritible dist^ases. I am one of those who think 
that the public health should be our first frqre. That being so, I cannot 
but asscKuate myself with the chorus of support that has been accorded 
by many members of this House to the proposal of my friend. 
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* 1 have heard men in position very often talking of sympathy for ihe 
jieople and of their solicitude for improving the sanitary condition of 
May I ask what has actually been done up to this time? I 
do not for a moment say that nothing has been done. I do realise that 
the Jlon'ble the Minister has been up and doing for the last few months; 
but we are all anxiously exfxrcting that before another year goes away 
we shall have actual proof of the work that he has been able to caiTy 
out. Malaria has l>een declared by everybody, including His Excellency 
the (jovertior, to ])e a preventible disease. If it i- a i»reventible disease) 
may I imiuire, why it is not prevented? If, however, it be contended 
that there are more serious things than malaria and that, therefore, 
malaria mtist wait — if that be the feeling of anybody, 1 humbly submit 
that J Catuiot suhscrihe myself to it. If a man can live, then he can 
enjoy the benefits of political im])rovements ; i| he goes out of existenc‘e, 
where i** ihe iminjitancc of these political imjirovements to him. So 
1 say, that above all things sanitation deserves our first care; and, 

1 onc<*|\nor(* say, that the success or the failure of the Iteforms Scheme 
mainly dejs'iids up(»n the improvements of the sanitary condition of 
this pi'ovince. It has been askt*d in this conm'ction wh(*re the money »s 
to come from. J catinot answer that (|uestion. Hut 1 think that if 
we send this resolution to (lovernment or to the |HMsons who are 
resiMUiHihle for the finances of the (‘ountr\ , with a strong recommen- 
dation trom this (kmncil, (lovernment will have to think' and find out 
the m(>m‘y. That is the position I should lik^ tins t’ouncil to take. 
We are not here as exjsuts in finance; but we have to isiint out uheii* 
the shoe pinches and where it ma\ be p«issibh‘ to have it loosem‘d. It lias 
been saiil that a sum of Us. UbOOdMU) will Is* reijuired. It has been also 
said in this connection that even it \ou are able to provide Us l‘t,0l).(M)0 
where is the scheme? 1 may sa\ , that tlio.st* who are anxious to oppose 
resolutions generally cry for schemes. If you < an assure the local bodies 
of the tinaiK ial sup|H)rt of (iovernmeiit, then jH*rhaj>s they would come 
forward with schemes: otherwise what is the necessity for asking them 
to sjHMid their energy and money in pre|Miring big schemes only after- 
wards to find that the money is not forthcoming. From the little expei i- 
eiice 1 have of public bodies I can say that 1 ha\e seen the same thing. 
If any laidy wants money, he is ivsked — “ Where is your scheme?” If 
he comes forward with a si heme, then he is asked where is the money 
to come from? We are really betwcnui these two; and that is why I 
say that if this (\nincil wants seriously to tackle the question of prevent- 
ible diseases, let this Council make a recommendation to the Govern- 
ment that they want to sjH*nd this money, and then let Government say 
whether the money w ill l»e forthcoming or not. This resolution suggests 
an expenditim* of Ks. 13, 00, IKK) and even if a larger sum be required. I 
do not think that the Hon’ble Minister will hesitate to come forward 
before us with his sclieme for improving the sanitation of Bengal. For 
this beautiful country of ours very little has really been done. We, who 
live in Calcutta, cannot fully realise what is going on outside Calcutta 
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and hoar people are Hulfering from varioua diseasei? — mostly prevent* 
iWe. There is a ffood deal of overcrowdinpr in Caleutta and a’^hai is it 
dne 4o? It i« mainly due to the very inl^anitary condition ot the 
mufassal. If you just step outside the canal on the north you will find 
any number of cases of malarial "fever. Why. outside Calcutta! In 
Bhowanipur you will find a lar^re nuinla*r of lualiffuant cases of malaria 
which are almost unknown within the city. Is this the time to think 
for moneys Therefore, I say that if you are serious and if \ou want 
jueventihle diseases* to lx* done away with, do not he afniid of the 
difficulties and <lo not he too (‘autious in \<)ur expenditure. (Vrtaijily 
if you call a doctor to cure you, you should not refuse to jxiy for the 
medicine he prescrilx's. If you are not pre^nired to buy thu medicine, 
then why do you call for a doct<»ry My feelin#? is that this Council 
should hy its vote carry a resolution for s|H‘mlinp money for sanitary 
improvement. uHiether it he Id lakhs or 3h lakhs will he a con^yderation 
of sc*condary imiK)rtance. 

Mauivi HAMID-UD«D^N KHAN: Though 1 have not any con- 
nection with any of the <listri<'t hoards in Benfral. vet I have much 
ph*asuj'e in supporting the resoluti(»n that has heen nu)v<»d hy my friend, 
Dr. Moitra. The (*tie reason which h*ads me to support this resolution 
is this, that if sufficient money is granted hy Gc)vernim*nt as a loan, 
immensf* lM*nefit ma> Iw* done to the |HM)ple f)f B<*n^al, a lar^e numWr 
of whom is l>einj»“ carried awav hy malaria and clu>lera everywh<*rc. My 
i<lea is that if the money is uiven either in the sha|M» of a |?rant or in 
the shap<* of a loan, then the jrieatest henefit will lu* to tin* largest numlM*r, 
What I have to say, as has heen alrcadx told hy previous siH*ak(‘rs. is 
to deal with only one «|Ucstion. Mv idea is that each district hoard 
should take a loan of at l(‘ast IN. for .sanitary improvement. 

On an averap<* annually Ks .dO.OOtt is spent for sanitar\ improvement hy 
every district hoanl. So calculating the inten*st at 7 jst c»*nt. the 
HTiiiual interest will come up to Hs. l4.0tKI so the distric’t hoar»l will 1 m* 
in a position to pay IN. 1 4, (MM) as interest and Hs. IG.fMM) annually towards 
the princi|>al and in this wa\ liipndatc the dcht in 12 or Id years. My 
friend, Maulvi Madassur Hussain has iri()uin*d that if a loan is taken, 
in what way it would he rcprf>du< t iv<*. I will answer this (pieslion hy 
a simide examjde. Sup|»osinp that there is a khnJ or hil which has no 
drain for the outlet of water. If a tdiannel he made fn»m that htj to 
drain the water out, the jieople who wdll take settlement of that khnt or 
hil will he f|uite willinfir to de{K)sit money and sanitary conditions may 
frreatly improve. That is the answer I have to make to my friends; hut 
in the resolution it is clear that the scheme will 1m* made hy the district 
hoard and it will he sanctioned hy Government. If it is sanctioned 
hy Government, there will not he any sru't of misapprehension as to 
the way in which the money should he utilised. 

With these words, I support the resolution of my hon’bie friend. 
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. Mauivi YAKUINUDDiN AHMEDi The resolation began with a 

grant from Government but ended with this that if the grant cannot be 
giveb a loan may be given. (A voice: ‘^Grant or loan?”) My fi^ends 
over there are divided in their purposes, and they say, if Government 
cannot give a grant they might give a loan. I beg to submit ^hat we 
ought to be very definite in our demands, that is whether we want a loan 
or a grant. I would point out that even if a loan be given, we must see 
that the interest on the loan may not be of such magnitude that the 
district board is unable to pay. In these days, it is Very easy to get 6 per 
cent, or 8 per cent, loan from any body and if we want a loan from 
Government and even it is 8ngge‘5ted that the loan be contracted in Eng- 
land, I thihk in making these suggestions, we should be* very limited in 
our demands and should consider how to meet the interest on the loan. 
The interest ought not to be more than 4 per rent, or per cent, as 
Governntent securities are to he had on such terms. Even 5 per cent, is 
a larger amount and. therefore, T beg to say that we ought to consider 
all theL? matters before we want hel]) from Government in the shape of a 
grant or in the shape of a guarnnle(*d loan, even from England. I al.«o 
submit that district hoards have not cf)nsidered the waste that is made by 
them in different Tnntters and instead of that they want further money to 
spend. It may also he noted that every district board has a health 
offl cer on Rs. 800 a n>onth or even more. These 25 district hoards are 
employing 25 health ofTn ers each on Rs. 800 a month. That comes to an 
amount of about a lakh. I nould ask what do these health otficers do, 
and if it would not be sufficient for the people in the land to know only 
elementary sanitary principles which are taught in the primary schools, 
such as given in Strasfhi/n rahshn and , by Kamikhya Habu. 

I think such a treatise is quite suffi('ient to enable the people (tf the land 
to know what sanitation is; instead of that what is the good of emidoying 
such highly-paid officers who do nothing at all. 

Mrt Wi L. TRAVERS: I rise to a pf)int of order. The hou’ble 
member is straying from the terms of the resolution. 

The DEPUTY.PRE8IDENT: T think he is in order. 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED; District boards are wasting 
money in employing these health officers. There are civil surgeons in 
every district. Civil surgeons are quite sufficient to look to the sanitation 
and to other matters within the jurisdiction of the district boards. 
(“Questions.”) It Xvas the fonner practice that civil surgeons were rea- 
ponsible for the health of the district. Since the health ()fficers have been 
employed, the Department of Vaccination hn.s Wen taken away from the 
control of the civil surgeons. Is it a division of labour? Civil surgeons 
ere now without work excepting the inspection of different dispensaries. 
These are the bare facts. These are the considerations which ought to 
engage the attention of this House instead of clamouring for more money 
to spend. 
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I wonder why you employ the District Engineer on stay Rs 800 a 
month for making your kutcha roads when, some time after one year, all 
the ipirth is blown away by the wind, or washed away by the raina and 
again you have to spend a large amount of money on these roads. I think 
this should be considered by the district boards as well as by the Minister 
in charge of the health Department. 

With regard to water-supply, formerly there were wells constructed 
at Rs. 800 each, but we can see now that we construct wells at Hs. 175 per 
well. (“Question.*’) We have already constructed such a well in Dinja- 
pur of which District Hoard I am the Vice-Chairman. (A voice: 
“Where is Dinajpur ?“) 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I think the speaker is entitled to speak 
without interruption. 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: I beg to submit that 'this fact 
ought to be taken into lonsideration that if we can now construrt n well 
at Rs. 175 as agaiiist Rs. 8(M), we can, with the amount so saven, make 
more wells ensuring the supply of much more drinking-water to the 
people. Therefore, with regard to the demand of grants or loans we 
should first see wdiat oui own reHourcc^ are and that these resources are 
well husbanded. 7d»en only can we want money and the money whicdi we 
want ought te be spent imt in the way \s’v are 8j>cnding now' but more 
considerately. I have no objeetion to having a loan of Rs. 50,000 for 
each district board, but a loan, if <*ontrncted, ought to bear the Govern- 
ment se<'urities’ rat(* of interest and no more. Tf we (’annot get loans on 
that rate it is highly (»bjectionable to contract loans at a higher rate. 

Mauivi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: 1 had no mind to speak on this reso- 
hiiion. as a number of ‘.jieakers Ii.'mI already sj>oke!j in suppf»rt of it ; 
but a note of dissent from Raja Reshec (’ase liaw’, which was hardly 
expected, makes rne rise and say a few words by way of criticism The 
Raja spoke for a few’ minutes and said that Government had already made 
a grant of Rs. 50,000 or Rs. 00,000 for water-supply or sanitation. Does 
he thereby mean to say that no mfue nirmey is re<|uired by the district 
boards? Was not the Raja present here when Dr. Moitra told us the 
fearful story of the ravages caused by malaria and cholera ami was he 
deaf to the very pathetic story told by Mauivi Emaduddin Ahmed when 
he said that in some areas the water which the villagers drank is full of 
mud and so unfit for drinking purposes? A person .who never looks to 
the needs of the villagers, who never has any idea of what the villagert^ 
require and w'hat Ihev fed ow ing t«i scarcity of water — for such a person 
of course this resolution ha.s no meaning. I submit that the conditions of 
many villages are such that the villagers require su fficient .water-supply ; 
and it is the medical truth that it is due bad water that cholera is 
playing such a havoc. It is a disease which can be prevented by the intro- 
duction of good water-supply. My learned friend, Mauivi Yakuinuddin 
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Ahnied, from what I could gather from his speech, gave us a sort of ad- 
vice saying that the district boards waste a good deal of money. I quite 
agree^wth my learned friend»that the district boards are compelled b^the 
Government to provide a health officer on a salary of Es. 300 or Es. 500 
a month and that sum is mis-spent. 'I quite agree with him on that 
point. At the same time I may tell him that the district boards have no 
hand in the matter as, I believe, the Government have thrust that post 
upon the district hoards. That is no reason, however, why we should not 
pass this resolution, and should not say that water-supply is a necessity 
in many mufassal districts. The demand is very moderate, it is either 
a grant or a loan. We know the financial position of Government; so 1 
think my fyiend, the mover of the resolution, has thought it wise to 
have either a grant or a loan. If it is not possible for Government to give 
us a grant, then they may grant us a loan. As has already been suggested 
by several speakers mu< h may be done if the Government takes the lead 
in the matter. I will not dilate on any other point.s but resume my seat 

by whole-heartedly supporting the re.solution. 

• % 


Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I have much plea- 
sure in supporting the resolution of my friend, Dr. Moitra. We have 
already passed a resolution that Rs. 2 lakhs should be allotted fo the' 
district boards f(»r water-supply. As this is an additional amount, the 
demand certainly has my approval, but if this is made use of by the 
Government as an excuse entitling them to borrow money it would be 
an unjustifiable nvsolution. It is no doubt tr\ie that health is the first 
consideration with tin' people. Sanitation and good drinkir)g-wat<*r are 
all good, but it should be remembered that poverty is the fiist (ause of 
bad health and death. We who live in the town of f’ulcutta on unearned 
wealth or easily earned wealth do not know and can not nppr«‘( iate the 
depth of the pov(*rty of the people in the mufassal ; add a pice of addition- 
al taxation and they will refuse to pay. As a Councillor it is my duty 
to warn the Government that m» snrb attempt should be nntde at the 
present juiu’ture. Loan means what? Ily all means have loan.s if you 
have got a surplus, Suppose if you have a surplus of one crore of nipees, 
tin'll you may have a loan of Rs. 50 crores. But when you are in deficit, 
loan means further taxation. That must be clearly underst<»od. There- 
fore, I cannot for a monu'nt entertain the idea that Government should 
contnict a big loan for paying the district boards. Those gentlemen 
who are talking so glibly about loans, as soon as a loan is floated, will 
find their lives made too hot by their constituencies. This idea of a 
loan cannot be supported for a minute. Es. 13 lakhs my friend wants. 
Government can easily pay this amount. Why the question of a loan 
is raised here, T cannot conceive. By economy and by other means, 
Rs. 13 lakhs cun certainly be paid to district boards and even a larger 
amount to those bodies and municipalities. 1 say that the question of a 
loan involving a further taxation cannot be entertained. 
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Babii aNNADA CHARAN DUTTA: I beg to move that the ques- 
tion be now put. 

ffiM DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: This is a very iniporUnt resofution 
and I want to have anotlit'r sin^akwr. 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: There is no denial on either 
side that money is ahsolutely necessary for the iinprovenu*nt of sanita- 
tion . 

Babu ANN AD A CHARAN DUTTA: May 1 rise to a point of orders 
When I proposed that tiie (jiiestion he now put. sliould it not Ik* put 
forthwith ? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: No, not necessarily: it is a matter in 
the discretion of the (’hair. 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: This resolution has heen 
moved only with refeience to di.strict hoards. 'I’lie hon’hle inoV(*r has 
put forward ccitain fipure.s hetore this (’ouniil showiiiff the nuinher of 
deaths during recent years. 1 submit that he has not jiointed out only 
the deaths that ha\e occuiied within the area of the distiK’t lioards hut 
in the whole distiKt including tin* municipal aicas. 'I'luMcfoic. I 
suhmft that when a loan or a grant is madt* to distiict hoards, munici- 
palities should also Ik* taken into consideration. The Ilon'hle Minister 
has la'cn moving about in the iliffiMcnt distncts of Bengal and asking 
the district hoard.s to fiaine s< ht‘ni(‘s for the iniprovcjnent of sanitation, 
etc. 1 carnestlv hope that the Hon’hle Minister will not forget his 
dutu's to the municipalities whnh should also la* heljM'il i*ith(M h\ a 
grant or h\ a loan to improve the sanitation of tli(*ir respective* areas. 

Mauivi MAHAMMED MADA88UR HU88AIN:"l rise to a ]a>int of 
order. Hi* is not entitled to speak alK>ut munuipal it les. 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: I hope that vfiii will confine yourself 
more strictlv to the n*solution before the (’oiincil. 


Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: (hie of the previous siieakers 
has asked why should the district hoards emplov health officers on a 
pay of Rs. dOO? I am told (hat he is the Vice-( ’hairmaii of a distric t 
hoard, hut he should have known that the appointment of thc'sc* health 
officers are compulsory under the law and that (tovernmcuit pay half the 
Post of these officers. The distric‘t Isiard is hound to appoint thc’sc* 
officers. I have every sympathy with (he mover of* this rc*solut ion. As 
I am ordered not to say anything about munic'ipaliti(‘s, I will not say 
anything but what I have already submitted is ejuite oiicmgh. 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: 1 rejoice as 
Minister in charge of Public Health that this debate should have taken 
place, because it discloses the great fact tllai this Council, as at present 
constituted, is keenly solicitous of the preservation and promotion of 
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public health in this province. My sympathie.s with the question of 
public: health and with this motion are not lip-deep. I venture to think 
thatl have j^iven to this Council and to the country evidence o^ the 
j^enuine interest that I feel in the matter. Last June, I circularised the 
district boards and invited them to submit to the Health Department 
scheme-i^ of water-supply and anti-malarial operations with an approxi- 
mate estimate of the cost thereof, and in that circular I intimated that 
I would be prejiared to be present at any (‘onference to which I xxught 
be invited. Well, Sir, 1 was invited by S district, boards; more pro- 
perly speaking'’ by 11, and I visited the bead(|UaTteis of these eight dis- 
trict boards and was pnssent at the conferences held there. 1 was 
j»resent at* the conferenc<‘.s held at Dai ca, Haiisal, Jessore, Khulna, 
Krishnagar, Hooghly, Faridpui and lastly at Dinajiuir: and the 
Hch(‘m(*s of anti-malarial operations and for the siii>ply of water are 
now coming in. W(' hav(‘ already received thiee such sch(‘mt‘.s--one 
from Fandpur, th(‘ ]>lacf‘ from which my friend Dr. Jatindra Nath 
Moitra,^ comes, anotlier from Harisal and a thud one tiom Jessore. 
We hav(* invited th<‘ district boards in coiksultaticm with the heading 
men of the districts in public conferences assem)d(*d to lormulati' 
schemes of water-supply and anti-malarial operations together with an 
ai»j>roxiinate cost theieof and to submit them to oui Depaitmelit Tin* 
idea is to present to this ('ouncil a comprehensive scheme of water- 
suj)ply and anti-malarial operations embra<ing tlie whole ))rovince, and 
then w'hen W(* have done that, to indicate tin' piogress of oiii opera- 
tions from year to year and in this connection I mav stati* what I have 
done. I had a long conference with Mr. Addarns-Williains, an expert 
in this mattei, and have askeil him to submit to nn* in the com so of the 
month of December a statement of anti-malanal operations <'mbr<icing 
the wlnde province. He Incs promi.sed tr) do s«». He will place Udort' 
me a scbeine extendifig from lft‘^1 to HtJl, and an I'shmati' of llie cost 
of thi‘se various schemes, and then it will be for the (’oiincil to vote the 
money and to determine the rati' of progress of tiie juojcct In invit- 
ing the district boards, mv idea was to place local knowledge and 
ex|H'rience sidi* bv side v^ith expert knowledge and ex|H'rience. so that 
rx|H'rt knowledge and expeiience mav test local mnnls and reijuire- 
ments. As soon as 1 gi't the.se various schemes from tin* district 
boards, 1 will jilace them before Mr. Addam.s-Williams and the Health 
Department so that in the light of exjH*rt knowledge they may be 
tested us to how far these sihemes are ])ra('ticuble and what their 
result are likely to be. Thus, we are engaged upon what I claim 
to be a gigantic work. My friend over there. Kai Dr. Haridhun Dutt 

Ilabadur, says — 1 was surjiri.sed to hear from him such a statement 

that malaria is a preventible di.sea.se and why not jirevent it? Yes. but 
you cannot brush it n.side in that way and .say: “ Malaria here thou 
art and thou shalt go " anB then it would go. You cannot do it in 
that wav. I should like to ask Dr. Haridhan Dutt a question. He 
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ift a medical man, deolinfif with complicated difteascfl. la he able to 
iaane his fiat in that way. like Kinjtr Canute and will these diseases ol>e\' 
his mandate? If that is true in respec't of un^v disease affecting- a parti- 
oalar^>erson, how much more difficult must be the task of removing a dis- 
^«aae which has been spreading havoc for nearly (»() years and among 
^ flke ])opulation of a whole province? Therefore, in a matter of this 
kind, we must have patience. We must have a clear pcMcvption of thc» 
necessitie.s of the c-ase ; of the remedies to be ado]>tc‘d and of the cost, 
so that public nmney ina\ not 1 h' frittc*rc‘d away in extnivagant or 
reckless expenditure^ We have to j^rcueed with caution, judgement and 
care. I'hat is what we ate doing. My inteii'st in this matter is grc*at, 
and I rc‘joice that this debate* should have takc’U place* because if indi- 
catc" the attitude* of the Hou.se which I take* to be fheii firm cletc*!- 
mination to suppoit the* Minister in any rc*asonable scheme of ex|M*ncli- 
tiirc* for the* pioipotion of public hc*alth. 1 take* that to be the* vic‘w of 
the House. My friend, Hai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur, thinks that we 
have* onl\ to tc-ll the* (Tovc*rnment that .so much monc»y is rc*c]Uired and 
the (iovernment must find it. No, Sir, (fOVc*rnmen( has not to fhid the 
mone\ . You hedd the* s<»\a*ri*ign |>owc‘r in that nialtc»r, the* pursc*- 
strings of the Nation and it is for \ou to use* that powc*r. I will lay 
iny sclu*mc*s lK*fore \ou and sa\ that thc‘sc* sc hc'iiic's will cost so muc h and 
ask YOU to vote the monc*y. If \ou clo not %ote it, the* rc*s|H»nsibility 
will Ik* >ours. 

Now, Sir, 1 come to the* cjUf*stion of providing Ks, Id lakhs in rc*gard 
to which I find m\ friend. Baja Uc*sh<*e Case* Law-, has sound<*d a note* of 
dissent Baja Besliec* Ca.se Law is exc-eedingly cautious and consid(*ra(i*. 
AVe are of the same age; perhaps I am a bit reckless, a bit impulsive*. I 
must say at once that in a matter of this kind we must go ahead. 
must exerc ise, caution, it is true*; but we must at the same time reccignise 
the fact that the cardinal Cjuality rerpiired in dealing with an evil of this 
kind is the dc*sire to pu.sh forward. Well, Sir, Bs. Id lakhs to mv mind 
seems to be a small figure. I do not know the* data upon whic h this 
figure is based. I think I c'an gue.ss them. There are about 21 dis- 
tricts in Bengal 

Dr. ilATINDRA NATH MOITRA: Kxc luding Darjeeling and (diitia- 
gong Hill Tracts, I propose to allot Rs. bO,(KK) to eac h district. 

The Hon’Me Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: My friend wants 
to allot Rs. oO.flOO to each district independent of the ni*edM of the dis- 
trict. The rec^juirements of a district are the first consideration in a case 
of this kind. Then again, suppose you get Rs. Id lakhs this year and 
you do not get anything at all next vc*ar. Your work is stop[K*d. 
Therefore, what I say is this: I^et us have a comprehensive sc’heme, 
map it out year by year, allot funds for it and go on with it progres- 
sively; and you can only do this by a loan* because these are works of 
permanent utility and works of permanent utility in all parts of the 

A 1 
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world are finaiuied out of loans. Look at the Calcutta Municipality 
(you need not go very far), look at theii drainage scheme, look at their 
wa|er-supply, look at the magnificent sanitary improvements ^which 
they have effected. They have converted a swampy marsh into one of 
the healthiest cities in Asia. Could they have done all these things out 
of current revenue? No. They contracted loans and they are taking 
loans even now. Therefore, let the principle be recogni.sed by this 
Council that as regards works of i)ermanent utility, the only 
method of carrying them out is by loans. The reason and justi(‘e of it 
is obvious. Tlies(‘ works will Ixoiefit the j)resent and succeetlitig genera- 
tions. Obviously tho.se who come after us must pay for the boons 
which we start for their Ix'uefit. Therefore 1 take it that this Council 
acce]»ts this principle that works r)f permanent utility must l»e carried 
out by borrow'ing. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: Wi thout taxation. 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I am coming to 
that point. Listen to me for a few minutes. My friend lias referred 
to taxation. Now, the fir'«t condition of raising a loan is to place your 
finances upon a [iropiu- and stable footing. If you have a deficit, would 
anylMidy give* \oii a loan? NoImkIn gives a loan to a bankrupt. Th<*re> 
f<ire if as the lesult of the taxation jirojuisaU which weie outlined the 
other day, you have a surplus sa\ (»f Rs 40 to Rs. oO lakhs, then your 
financi'S w'ill have been plared upmi a stable footing and you will Ih' in 
a ]>osition to borrow, (tur finances being placed upon a sound 
footing, loans will be |>ossible: otherwise not. I do not think that we 
shall have long to remain bankrupts. Our' prUentialities art* grruit and 
we have to use them for the purpo.se of the Estate and for the benefit of 
our |M*opIe. Assuming tlien that our finances are placed upon a proper 
footing, assuming then that we ha\e the power of contracting loans. I 
can think of no projects for which loans should be rais(>d than tho.se 
relating to the health, the lives and the hapjiiness of the millions of our 
jH'Ople. What have they done in the I'nited Provinces? They 
have taken a loan of Rs. croies for health, eduruition and development 
purjHises. Wliat have they done in Bombay? Tliey contracted a loan 
of Rs. Sf) lakhs. Are we to be behind these j>rovinces in a matter of 
national improvement and pi*ogiess? Therefoie, 1 say. let us not be 
frighteiHMl at the sjMM tre of a hmn. If you have a surplus, you pay out 
of it the interest and provide for the sinking fund. A'ou spread the loan 
over say dO or 40* years. Suppo.se it .so hap|K‘ns that you are not able 
to pay off wdthin the time that >ou have bargained for, what arc you to 
do? You start another hmn to |my off the old one and the new one comes 
into ojieration. This is done almost every day in every civili.sed coun- 
try and there is no reason why we should not repeat the experiment here 
to the best advantage and interest of our country. Therefore my pro- 
|x>sition is this: Here are these schemes coming on, anti-malarial 
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sehinnes and schemes for water-supply. I propose to lay them, as aooi^ 
ai’^hey are ready, before this Council. 1 j)ioi)use to lav a definite scheme 
of anM-malarial operations tojfether with an approximate cost thefeof 
and the rate of progress whi(‘h the'^e operations must follow. Then 1 w'ill 
ask you to vote the Tooney. The sum of Rs. 1*1 lakhs, what can it do for 
usi' So, 1 huNc made a sugjrestion and my friend has willingly uccej>te<l 
it, and I am suie this Toumil will also accept it, because it places the 
whole question of rural sanitation upon a bmadcr basis than had ever 
l>een the case. It tJjiens out a new polic y . a new’ outlook, a new vision 
for the promotion of the health of the province, and the proposition 
which my friend has accepted is this: — 

“ This Council rc'commends to (lovernment that provision* In* made 
in the ensuing'’ \ ear’s Iludyet f(»r Ipaiis, and, if jK)ssible, also gi ants, to 
l>e made to district boards, and municijmlities for the improveiiuuit of 
local w’ater-suj>ply,.and to carry out anti-malarial and other fftinitarv 
measures.” 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: I should like to omit the Vords 
“if pcjssible.” Tliat is the <-ru\ of the wdicde question. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: You U/nTHMuI to 

this just now. 'Fills should suilicc* 'I his jiroposition has b<»en a<*ct‘pted 
by my fric*nd the nio\ei and I hope that th<* Council will assent to it. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: Very well 1 aj^ree 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: 1 rise fc»r a jausonal c'Xjdaiia- 
tion — 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Why should be 

speak now'' 

The DEPUTY.PRE8IDENT: Tie wants to offer u pc'rsonal explana- 
tion. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: Mv humble NubmiHsion to 

my lesjHM’ted friend is that he has misunderstood m«* wdudly and fully. 
If<* iM‘rhaf»s has forgotten that tlx're are two diff(*rent kinds of diseases; 
one is pre\*entible and the other nf»t preventible. Malaria comes uncler 
the first catejrory. It is a prev«*ntible discuise and has not yet l>een pre- 
vented — 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJE>\: I rise to a point 
of order. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Rai Bahadur, that is not a personal 
explanation. You are supplement iiiff your s|K*ech. You are not enti- 
tled to do that . 

Rai Or. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: T^en about the Government 
providing* funds. I meant that Government should, in alloting funds, 
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-•provide adequately for preveiitible diseases and that even if taxation 
was found necessary, the country should be prepared for it. > • 

"Th6 DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You are not entitled to exercise S right 
of reply. Please sit down. 

The following amended resolution was then put and agreed to: — 
“ This (council recommends to the Government that provision be 
made in the enusing year’s Budget for loans, and, if possible, also grants 
to be made to district Injards and municipalities for the improvement 
of local water-sui)j)ly and to carry out anti-malarial and other sanitary 
measures.” 


Franchise of Anglo-Indian Women. 

Mr. H. A. STARK; In moving the resolution of w^hich I have given 
notice, vu.^ — “I'his ('ouncil recomimuids to the GoT'ernment that the 
sex diH(juulification for registration on the electoral rolls of the Anglo- 
Indiirti (’onstituenev, jirovided in rule 7 of the Bengal Electoral Rules, 
1 k^ removed, and that the Government of Bengal do make regulations 
providing that the women of that constituency be not disqualified for 
registration on the electoral rolls of the said constituency by reason only 
of their sex,” 1 have the satisfaction of recalling that wluit 1 advanced 
in favour of the vote b(*ing extended to the w'omen of n\v constituency, 
was received with approval, when, at the last session of this (’ouncil, the 
(juestioii ot granting the franc hi. se to the women of Bengal was under 
debate*. The opinion ex))ress(‘d by .several of ni\ colh*agU(*s was that 
th<‘ conf(‘rring of the suffrage ujam Anglo-Indian wonu*n was a matWr 
entirely restrict<*d to a community ; that it affected solely a self-contained 
constituency; and that in no wa> clashed with the interests of the 
other constituenci(*s in the Br(»\in<’e. It was adniitt(‘d that tlie fiositiou 
of Anglo-Indian vom<*n \\ithin then community is entirely different from 
that of women generalK. and purdah women particularly, in the larger 
const it iM'iicic's ; and that by reason of theii lH*ing generally educated; of 
their being in many ca.scs wage-earners; of their Inung frequently rate 
or tax })ayer.s; and of their la'ing in |H)s.session of a degree of equality 
with the men of their ccuninunity not obtaining in nn>st constituencies, 
it was onl> right tliat they .should be admitted to the civic privilege of 
voters. In view of the then fa^ourable attitude of my Hindu and 
Muhammadan colh*agues to the proposal that the women of the Anglo- 
Indian i-onstitiH*n'\v should receiNe the frnnehist*, it is not nec'essary' for 
me now to ])resent arguments in supjiort of my n*.soIution; indeed, in 
a previous debate 1 stated all that c an be said in favour of my propcjsition, 
and 1 would not weary this (’ounc il with a reiteration ot the considerations 
whicdi I then advanced, and which were ac-knowledged to be convincing. 
I would only .say that to-da\ a small constituency, in mtfUy respects 
self-contained and isedated. seeks at the hands of the representatives of 
its more ]H)werful sister constituencies, a civic right which it is 
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qualified to exercise, and which it can exercise only within its own bounc 

C iea and without detriment to the interests of any other lH>dies. I npi>&a 
Jhis Council confident that 1 shall receive nothing but justice for m; 
constituents. 


Mr. H. BARTON; The question of women’s franchise has nlread; 
been disc ussed threadbare at a previous meeting of this Council, occupy 
ing two whole days, and creating profound interest. There were stroiq 
arguments advanced by the contending parties for and against it. As w 
know, the quest loif on that occasion was more far-reaching having for it 
purpose the extension of the franchise to women as a whole, whereas th< 
resolution before the House on this occasion restricts it to a particula 
section of women coinpiising the Anglo-Indian constituerft y . Sir, i 
will be remembered that many of the opposers of women’s franchise basec 
their objections largely, jf not chiefly, on religious grounds. There wa 
tin* fuit her object ion that the peculiar national customs imposc'd upon tin 
women of certain c-onstitucuicies indispensable obligations wliich stooi 
seriously in the wa> of giving them the vote. It was also contended tha 
a position would be created which would act detriineiitally to the cai.di 
dates of a partic ular c (Uistituem v. It w ill, I feel sure, be Anidily admit 
ted l^v evei \ nienil»ei ot this ('oiim il that none* of these difficulties ari.si 
as affecting Anglo-Indian womcui for whom the franchise is now asked 
This b«‘ing so the way seems c lear. lb*sidc‘s its extension to Anglo-lndiar 
women can in no \\ ay clash with the inter(‘st of othc*r constitucuicues 
A large percentage of Anglo-Indian w'oiuen possess f rtinc li is<* cjualifi- 
c ations, and wliate\er c»bjec tion other communities may luive for shuttiiqj 
tlu*ii wonooi out of the fiainhisc* it c-annc»t Im* aclNanccMl as a fair ri*ason 
for sliutling out a section of women whc» are not only not liaiidic aiqied in 
the inannc ‘1 that most Indian women are, but are in every respect fit for 
the franchise, d'he attitude* of this House on the jirc'vious occasion was, 
as fur ns 1 could gather, favourably disposed towards flie r(*moval of the 
sex discjuahfication as affec ting the Anglo-Indian const ituc*ncv and I do 
not think that this attitude has sinc e c hanged. 


Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: 1 l>eg to support this motion 
and in doing so I do not like to ic‘[M*at what haw it heady l>een said b\ niy 
friend.s who have wpoken beft»r-e rue. \V«*. c»n oui part, can possildy have 
no objection to granting tliis recpiest. I do not think there is much in 
the contention whic h is bound tc» be laised by some of my iriencls that this 
is the thin end of the wedge. They w'ill say you have now' jiassed the 
resolution on behalf of Anglo-Indian women, to-fnorrow' there will be 
a recpiest fc»r the w’omeii of other eommiiriit les. and so on, till every- 
body will want it.” I know there are extra clever men in this world, 
but if we consider the question dispassionately we will see that it is not 
fair to refuse this re(|ue.Ht. These ladies have nothing in common with 
our Indian ladies; their case is absolutely different from ours; many of 
them are w’age-eurners and tfM»st of them are educated for all ordinary 
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purpoiM?fl, what objertion can there be then to giving them the franchise, 
ur/lesH you think it to l)e the thin end of the wedge? I do not think you 
can pyt forward any legitimate objection, but it is impossible to convince 
a man who has started with a prejudice. That this is not the thin end 
of the wedge is quite apparent from the speeches of Messrs. Stark and 
Barton ; you can all combine as you did on the last occasion and oppose 
it when it c{)meH up again, as it is bound to come in a very short time. 
You can agairi raise objections, combine and vote against it, but why do 
you stand against this resolution to grant franchise ^to these particular 
women whose brothers, sons, husbands are all agn*ed that they should 
get the franchise. From youi point of view, this may be the thin end 
of the wedge, but that is no arg'uinent. This resolution has, therefore, 
my hearty supjiort. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDy: It wus^wdth a sense of 
HUrjirise that we saw the resolution of Mi. Stalk admitted .so soon for the 
consideration (d the ('oum il, as the matter v\as disjiosed of only last 
session after a heated discussioti, and our conclusions affected the women 
of all commujiities alike including his own. We do not want to grapple 
W’ith this problem year in and year out. We do not want to tend this 
House asunder on (luestions of such puny importance; it is indeed un- 
fortunate that Mr. Stark should have raised this delicate communal 
(juestion on belialt of his const it uenc_\ , and placed us in an awkward 
situation, and it is stiange that the gallant ( hamjiions tor Himlu and 
Muhammadan female suffrage did not .send in theii several amendments, 
and by such piecemeal resolutions seek to umlermine our conclusions of 
last session. I say it is unfortunate that the matter should have come up 
before us, as it emphasises tlie difference between the Anglo-Indian 
community and ourselves loi, in the consideration of this reso- 
lution. sticss IS laid not n|M»n the separate Hit(‘i(*sts which uie 
the basis of communal electoiates, hut on the different cultures and the 
different outlooks whii h we hope will he bridged over in time, hut which 
the Anglo-Indian community is, alas, for ever, by its acts, endeavouring 
to accentuate. Mr. Stark would have been wise if he had followed the 
need for solidarity and the wisdom of withdrawing the resolution and 
not seeking particular advantages or .disadvantages w hich this Touncil 
has denied to the women of Bengal at large. Our position is made still 
iimre diffiiuilt as Mr. Stark has appealed to a large roiincil for a small 
boon torn sister cominunitx, but 1 feel I cannot but oj>pose the re.solution 
on the ground that there should be no differentiation between the treat- 
ment meted out by the Touneil to the women of different communities. 

Mr. il. CAMPBELL F0RRE8TER: It was not my intention.s to speak 
on this subject, but when 1 tind iiiv Indian friend, the last siseaker, state 
that l»ecause this Is opposed to their (the Indian) ideas of treating their 
ladies that he considers that would be unfair to give the Europeans this 
privilege—md a very sound argument, surely — in other words it is their 
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idea and whether it is rig-ht or wrong* they are going to force this idea 
on other communities who, according to my mind, hold more advancetf 
views. Surely, there is no advaiu ed thinker in this Council at the pre- 
sent day who would oppose giving the Kuropeiin ladies the vote. I'hink 
of the splendid work the ladies have done in the re<-ent war. think of the 
splendid work they are doing on Munic ipal ('ouncils and Hoard of (fuard- 
ians at home. Why, in every phase of life they are showing themselves 
as fully equipped mentally as men. In a humorous way 1 might say that 
the three P\s rule the^world — The Press, the Pulpit, and the Petticoat. 

I trust there will be no one so ungallant in this House as to refuse the 
privilege of the franchise to those who have shown themselves so capable 
to use this privilege with safisfacdion to everyone; and rem<jmb«‘r the 
old adage: “ The hand that rocks the cradle rules the world.” 

Th6 DEPUT'K-PRESI ITENTs Professor S. (\ Mukherji beinj^ absent 
his amendment fall.^ through. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I sincerely regret but 1 feed 
it is necessary that I should rise to sjienk out wliat I feel and oppose thi*< 
resolution. I am sincerely sorry, that I should have to oppose m,\ friend 
Mr. Stark, but 1 fear that if this resolution is carried, it will give rise* 
to a racial feeling which I, for one, will not countenance. If m,\ friend 
came forward • wit li a propo.sal to give franchise tcc all educatc'd ladies 
and to ladies of soc iai and educational standing, I might have supported 
it, but as the rc-solution is based upon a c leavage and depends upon rac ial 
considerations, he certainly cannot expecd t(» have our support. 'I'his 
l{ef(unicd (’(OiiHil iv goin^ itaiid in fiand with all the* diilc*ic*nt (cmimuni- 
ties in Bengal. We are grateful to the Eurojxuin community, to the 
Anglo-Indian community for the* help, symjiathy and toleration which 
they show’ for the drawbacks of the Indian community. I am really 
thankful to them for that, and I hope that wliatever they do for their owti 
Anglo-Indian and European commuiiitic*s they will take us by the hand 
and direct us to go aloiig with them. Here, the jiroposai is altogether 
different. The projcosal means this, that ” you are lagging behind, so 
you can go to the devil, I shall go along alone.” I apjieal to my friends 
to look to that aspec t of the cjuc*stion. If you want to give ladie.s franch- 
ise, give it by all means, but if you do not think all deser\’ing, do not 
give it t<» one sec tion only. Hut when \on sa\ I shall give* it t«) A and H 
and not to (’ because you do not think C deserving, I do not think this 
is at all desirable. 

I hope my friend the mover will not misunderstand me, and will see 
that I am opposing this on principle; if he comes forward with any pro- 
posal tc^ franchise tc» all those who are deserving, irrespective of 

caste or creed, then I shall be happy to support suc h a prccpcwal. 

The* Eounc il here adjourned for Ih minuft*H. 

After the adjournment. 
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Rai MAHENORA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: On the last occa- 
sion I submitted to the Council that our Indian ladies will ^ant the 
IruachiHe in the long run — 

Maulvi MAHAMMEO MADA88MR HU88AIN : May I rise to a point 
of order? This resolution about female franchise was moved in the 
August session, and the decision of the Council was given on that occasion 
that females should not be given the franchise. Six months have not yet 
lapsed, and, therefore, no question can be moved regarding this matter 
now, because the Anglo-Indian women are part o4 the general body of 
women. 

The DEPUTY.PRE8IDENT: It is not the same session. The 
motion is’quite in order. Proceed Rai Bahadur. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I found that that 
resolution was lost - the nssolution moved b\ Mr. Hose. It Mr. Stark had 
brought forward a general resolution I would not •have opposed it; I 
think in such a matter communal interest is not the (juestion The 
resolution appears to me to be based on rm ial considerations. In these 
.circumstances I am sorry I cannot sui>porl such a resolution as moved 
by Mr. Stark. I consider this resolution woubl have been jiroj>eil\ under- 
stood by my countrymen if it had been brought forward as a ‘general 
mutter for all clas.ses id' women. Women’s suffrage is not an easy matter, 
it requires a good deal of discussion, and after the discussion of tlie re- 
solution moved by Mr. Hose, 1 do not think I need add anything more 
I therefore oppose the re.solution. 

The HorPble Sir HENRY WHEELER : (hi the occasion (d a some- 
what similar though widei resolution lust session, 1 drew the attention (d 
tlu* Council to the ta< t that a res«du(iou ot this uiidei the rules, 

was binding upon (loveinment if eaiiied. and in older (hat theie mav 
be no misunderstanding on the point, 1 mention it again. 

So iai as legards the attitude «d (iovernuient and (d idfii ial members, 

1 said oil that same previous occasion that it was not the w’ish of Govern- 
ment to exercise aiis pn*s>ure as to (he manm*r of oitiihal voting, and 
each was perfectly free to record his vote in whatever way he thought 
best, d'he attitude id Government on this occasion will be the same. 

On tlm previous resulutiou I did not. personallx, record my vote, and 
1 have not yet made up m_\ mind whether I shall do so on this oicasion, 
though 1 give my own personal view, bir what it is worth, as being in 
sMuputhy with the attitude taken up by Mr. Suhrawaidy ami ])r. Hari- 
dhan Dutt. That is to say, in an issue of this kind, there are certain 
major arguments touching women as a whole, and there are lertain 
minor arguments which apply to particular se<ti<»ns of women; as I 
read the decision of the Council whi<h was come to last session, it was 
sw’uyed by the major arguments. That lielng so. it seems to me that it 
is rather an unfortunate .solution to try and miHlify that deci.sion on a 
minor sectiiinal i.ssue, and for that reason, as T say, my sympathies 
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incline towards the attitude of the two niembera whom I have men- 
tioned. 

^r. 8. M. BOSE: I whi>lt‘-hearte<lly support this resolution. The 
matter of woiuen franchi.se has been lately debated upon at great length, 
and that debate proved coiu'lusively that the t aso for the full grant of 
franchise to Momen was unanswerable, rnfortunately orthodoxN and pre. 
judice gained the day for the time being. Now that this motion has been 
limited to one jiarticular class — Anglo>lndian women — I am surprised 
that this should meet with any ojiposition, because in their ca.sc*, there 
can lie no (juestion of their bcMiig dragged out of the purdnh as some of my 
friends said last time; they are educated, they are able to go about and 
can attend the polling booties. So 1 do not understand the ojiposition 
^hat has been laised here to-day, and I would ap]»eal to all the members 
here carefull\ ,to consiib^- the matter ami not to ride rough-shod over tin* 
wishes of a minoritv who have as much right as any of us. 'rheir wishes 
do not ajipear to b(' unreasonable or wrong, and I see no reason why we 
should deny them the vote. With these few words, I beg to suiiport the 
rcsolut ion. 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: I beg to submit that when the 
re-sofutioii confineN itself to Anglo-Indian ladies the ('ouncil should have 
rn obfection as it had on the former oc<‘asion with regard to the ladies 
in general , 'that Muliamniadan ami Hindu ladies who observe fmrduh. 
W e see tliat Anglo-Imiian ladies aie working in public, in railways and 
banks and post and telegraph oftices— even in this ('oumil ami every- 
wheie. 1 think, therefore, that when tliey aie working as imu itoriously 
as any man. and v hen there is no sin li apjirehension as my Muliammadan 
and orthodox Hindu fi lends have, there cannot be any objection; it would 
be a giaieful <lut\ on behalf of tliis Council to gnint this franchise to 
the Anglo-Indian ladie.s. I support tlie resolution of Mr. Stark and in 
addition, 1 beg io appeal to m\ Muliammadan and orthodox Hindu 
friends that this i.s a giaceful act whn h they can perform at this junc- 
ture. With these words, 1 beg to sU|»porf this resolution. 

Mr. H. A. STARK : It seems to me, if I may say so, tbat most of the 
arguments that have been ailvam <‘d against accepting my resolution, 
may be regarded more us arguments, whv the resolution should lie 
favourably entertained: My friend, Mr. Suhrawurdy, said that it was 
a “puny’' matter. A"e.s: it may be puny matter to him, but it is not a 
puny matter to my constitm*iic\ . It ma\ Im* a v«*r\' siiiali matt<*r to him, 
but it is a fairly laigi* matter to me. I do not feel that his i§ the right 
view to take of a matter which concerns a community which 
is admittedly small, a coiiimumty which must nuturully always 
expect (when it has only two representatives) to have no chancre 
ag'iinst the remaining 1-17 votes. It has lieen said that this 
resdution emphasises differences. I want to ktiow^ wdio has the 
jio^er to blot out these* differences, which we w'ould all 
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like to see disappear. You accentuate a difference, and then wish it was 
no\ there. There are differences — yes. Because there are differences, 
Government has ^iven us different constituencies. We know very ivell 
that the framers of the (lovernment of India Act, 1919, desired, possibly 
more than desired, that there should *be no communal representation; 
but they were obliged to yield to the logic of facts, and they yielded to 
it by constituting different constituencies corresponding to the different 
classes and claiuiH in tlie }>rovinces. If it were not so, we should not 
have an Aiigl(»-lndian constituency on the one side with an European 
constituency to which it in allied on the other side ; nor should the Hindus 
have been separated fnmi the Muhammadans. Within these walls I 
once heard jt said that it is a Temple of Justice, and I come here to ask 
you in this very Temple of Justice whether my community is to be 
deprived of Justice simply because it is small. Because it is small will 
it be bullied by those that are stronger? We talk gliblV of the protec- 
tion of minorities, and is it in the way that my o]>ponents propose that 
minorities are going t(» be protected in this Temple of Justice? Are w'e 
Anglo-Indians going to be swampeil for no. better reason than that 
numbers are against us? 

Here is a (juestion laid before the (\>uncil which in no way affects or 
concerns the home interests, the pcditical interests, the social interests 
or any other interests (»r any < <)nstituency. It concerns only the irtterests 
of the Anglo-Indian constit\jency which I represent along with my col- 
league, Mr. Barton. You are called upon to accord th(‘ privileges which 
Vou have dclilicratcl> refu.sral to the women of India. And because thi.s 
House has refused this privilege to the woimur of India, that has been 
used ns an argument why this privilege should !)e denied t(» my communi- 
ty also. The Hefoiins Bill ver\ distinctly says that no class of women 
shall be dis(|iialified for registration as \oleis b\ rt‘ason of their sex. 
What is the object of making this provision in the rules unless it is meant 
that some body should take arlvantage of it ? 1 cannot understand the 

point of objer tion. Wh\ should the privilege be refused to those whom 
it benefits? We are not forcing the franchise upon all women, but on 
those only who desire it. I may say Inmestly that we do not desire what 
we do not deserve. To apply one common measurement to the woman- 
hood in India is i idicuhftis. One section will be always more advanced 
than another; and berause some are not so advanced as others, is that an 
objection that sluuild stand in the way of thi»se that are advan('ed.*’ Will 
a community which, owing to the cinum.stances of its social life, and 
through the nnme favmirahlc opp«»rt unities which it has enjoyed, and 
which has established itself as a literate (‘ommunity. be deprived of the 
privileges that have been declared impossible to grant to Indian women? 
It has been said that it is a great pity that I have moved this resolution 
on racial considenitioijs. I can tell you that it is not in that spirit that I 
have introduced it. The Reforms Scheme that has brought us into e^iat- 
ence as a Tvegislative Cimncil — that scheme it.self has introduced ncial 
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considerations. Are we wrong- in olainiiug privileges which it was an- 
ticipated that one community nr another would claim? Should we apply 
one uniform measurement, adopt just one standard and that the low'est 
ancfiiisist that every body should ilecline to its low level? Because 
unfoi tunatelv the majority of wolneii of India have not the same stand- 
ard of education either in ijuality or quantity as the women of the Anglo- 
Indian community, is it any argument why these should be relegated to 
a status which the members of this House think suliicient for the general 
womanhood of the proviiu-e? If this (’ouncil has made up its mind to 
deprive my tommuiiity of what 1 feel is their just due. I am perfei tly 
satisfied in my mind that whatever 1 may say will make no impression 
on those who are lietermined not to be fair. But I may tell that this 
is a test case, and by it will be proved whether those who all along have 
told us that they will look aftei our interests and protet-t our minority 
and see that justice, eijtiity and fair treatment are meted opt to us, 
sincerely meant what they said. Ihe very fact of our being a minority 
should inspire the great ma joriti<‘s to look after our interests and to see 
that we do not sufTer. “'I rust us*’ you have said. J ajipeal to the 
sense of right in you, and hope what is of no benefit to some should not 
be denied to others to whom it is essential. 

(hi the motion being put, a division was taken with the following 
result : — 


AYE8. 


Ahmtd, Maulvi Yakuifiuddifi. 

■«ntrj«a, tht Hon’bU tir turtndra Nath. 
BantrjM, Rai Bahadur Abinash Chandra. 
Barton. Mr. H. 

Basu, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

BIm, Mr. f. C. 

BOM. Mr. t. M. 
coy, Mr. C- C. 

Forrosior, Mr. J. Campboll. 

ChOM, Mr. O C. 

OMdo. Mr. f. W. 


HIndloy, Lt.-Col. C. D. M. 

Karim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Lang. Mr. J, 

Malllk, Babu turondra Nath. 
Moitra, Dr. Jatindra Nath. 

Ray, Rai Bahadur Upondra Lai. 
Rebln»on, Maior-Gonoral, W. H. B. 
Roy, Raja Maniloll tingh. 
ttarli, Mr. H. A. 

Swan, Mr. J. A. L. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


NOES. 


A real, Nawabxada K. M. Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmod, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Watimuddin. 
Ahmod. Maulvi Emaduddin. 

Ahmod, Maulvi Rah Uddin. 

Ahmod, Munthi Jafar. 

Arhamuddin, Maulvi Knandahar. 
Bhattaoharji, Babu Norn Chandra. 
CharmakaTf Babu Raoik Chandra. 
Chaudhuii, Babu Kiohori Mohan- 
Dao, Babu Bhithmadov. 

Oao Gupta, Babu Nibaran Chandra. 

Data, Rai Bahadur Byari Lai. 

Outt, Rai Bahadur Dr. Naridhan. 

Outta, Babu Anaada Charaa. 

Nuaaaia. Maulvi Mahamamd Madaaaur. 
Korr, tho Naa'Mo Mr. J. N. 

Khan, Babu Oovoadra Lai. 


Khan, Maulvi Hamid>ud*din. 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur at Burdwan, 
tho Non’blo. 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahondra Chandra. 
Mulliek, Babu Nirodo Bohary. 

Natkor, Babu Horn Chandra. 

Rahlowan, Maulvi Md. Abdul dubbar. 
Raikai, Mr. PraMnna Dob. 

Ray, Kumar Bhib thokharotwar. 

Ray ChaudhuH, Rabu Brojondra Kiofiar. 
Roy, Babu BiJay Praoad tingh. 

Roy Chaudhuri, Babu taitaja Nath, 
tarkar, Babu Riohindra Nath. 

•mha, Babu turondra Narayan. 
ttophonoan, Mr. N. L. 

•uhrawardy, Mr. Huaoyn Bhahaod. 
Whoolar, tho Non'hfo Btr Nonry. 


The Ayes being 22 and the Niteu 33, the motion was lost. 
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Ptbna Taotinical School. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: This Coancil 
recoin iiieiuls to the Government that the Pabna Technical School, vfliich 
in now maintained by the Pabna DisUict Board, be provincialised.*^ 

Mine is a very humble resolution. It entails no very great expendi- 
ture to Government but it would give substantial relief to a poor district 
board like Pabna. The Pabna District Board has an annual revenue 
of Ks, 2,7J,28-'l and its place on the list is third from the bottom in 
the Division. In tin* Kajsbahi Division there aie only two district 
boards wdiich maintain technical schools, one in Kajshahi and the other 
in Pabna. , Rajshahi with an annual revenue of Ks. 4,93,778 expends 
for 'I'echnical education Ks. 8.81 G only, \\herea.s l*abna with a revenue 
of Ks. 2,71,283 expends for the maintenance of the Technical School 
Rs. ir).4J’2 annually. The question of the provincialisation of the 
Pabna Technical School has been haeginjr file for the last eight oi niiu' 
years. During the administration of the Eastern Bengal and Assam 
Government almost all the schools of Kastern Bengal were provin- 
cialised save and except the Pabna Technical School. It may be that 
because Pabna nas situated on the south-western corner of the province, 
it came lust, and beiore the institution could be provincialised the 
provin(‘e of Eastern Bengal wuis amalgamated with West Bengal. 

Along with the above fact there is anothiT thing which I ask the 
( ouncil to consider. hormerl\' this school T*eccivt>d from (loxcrnment a 
grant of Rs. 1,4(10 annually. Since 1913 that grant has been stopped. 
The District Boa id of Pabna has been trying its utmost ever since 
for the pio\ incialisat ion of the school, and ( io\ ernment in its rcjiort 
always said that the .scheme was umler lonsideration. I humbly submit 
that if this resolution is acc(*pted, it will entail no greater cost than 
Rs. 10,000. This school has a special claim to be provincialised because 
students in the upjier classes come not only from Pabna alone but from 
various other districts, therefore rt ha‘^ tlu* first claim on the ]>rovinciul 
revenues. I shall (juote here some remaiks of the authorities on indu.strial 
education. The Inspector of Schools. Rajshahi Division, remarked on- 
the 11th June, 1913 I beg to propose that the Pabna Technical School 
be provincialised.” Mr. Henderson, who also inspected the school, also 
opined “ I may mention that the new Pabna Techniral School i.s one of' 
the largest sc hools. It comes next to Shibpur and Dacca in importance. 
If any of thesr* institutions is to be provincialised. Pabna ha.s the best 
claim.” Then there was a conference, held at Rangpur in February, 
1920, of the Managers of all the Tec'hnical Schools of the Rajshahi 
Division. This conference was presided over by Mr, D. H. I^ees. 
Commissioner of the Division, and Mr, Heaton. Principjil of the Shibpur 
College was present there. I laid all the papers regarding Pabna before 
them, and Mr. Heaton in his note on the proceedings of the conference 
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stated that he 'would advocate that Government grants for sub-overseer 
classes for the Kujshuhi Division should be devoted to the Pabiui Techni- 
cal S^ool. The idea was that at least one class in these schools should 
be kept for training sub-overseers and l\ibna was considered to be the 
best for the purpose. 

The Pabna schotd is situated t»n a very gt»od site with a nu e building 
costing about Its. 8iK(K)() of which Goveininent paid Ks. 50,000, the 
balance being contributed by the district board. I may assure (b>vei'n- 
ment that if tlie school is provincialised, the district board is reaily to 
forego all ( lainis to the existing site and building of the institution. 
So I submit tliat the l*abna Technical School has the best claim t»> be 
provincialised. Mr. Lees, ( ’ommissioner of the Kajshahi Division, in 
his letter to the Secretary to the (i»)vernment of liengal in the Municipal 
Depai t merit . dated the LMIth August, said, tliat the Labna S« hool 

was maintained fiy the distiict board, that the (juestion of the.pioviii- 
cialisation ol tin* Ncho<d u.iv still under consider at lori h\ ( io\ ei n meni . 
that the (iovciriment grant ha<l simo been withdrawn, and that the 
distiK't board s application for the pr ovincialisat ion of the s<hool hud 
been forwarded to the Direi tor of Ibrblic Instruction. 

Of (;ourse after the surrender of the public works (’(‘ss. the funds of 
the district board have swelled a little, but the dioiiands are so very 
numerous and great that the funds are considered to be too small. In 
this \ ear’s hmlget we are confronted with a deficit of not less than 
Ks. 45,000 and we do not know' how to meet it. There is no denying 
(he fact that if tlie Labna 'rcchnical School is brought under tlie control 
rd (Tovernment it would serve many useful purposes. 1 may mention 
here that th(‘ existing building (d the school is admired by ail the visi- 
tors. The llon’bli* Minister in charge of Agriculture visited the insti- 
tution in S(*ptember last, and I can fairly hope that he w'as favourably 
impressed both with the site as w'ell as the building. I ('an boldly say 
that this .school, if provincialised, is .sure f(» jirosper and serve many 
Useful purpo.ses. 

With all these remarks, I leave this matter to the (\mncii with the 
hope that it will rec»*ive favourable consideration. 

Sir A8UT08H CHAUDHURI* I strongly supj>ort this resolution. 
T have been to this in.stitution and have seen it, it is one of the finest 
types of buildings in Hengal. The building cost Ks. JMI.fKK); Govem- 
ment contributed Ks. 50,000 and the balance. narneS*, Ks. 40,000 was 
subscribed by Pabna. There was a grant of Ks. 1,440 a year which has 
since been stopped, and the di.strirt hoard arc finding it difficult to main- 
tain it. Most of the members are aware that I’abna is a great centre 
of weaving. But at the present day a very large number of men have 
unfoi-tunately given up weaving altogether." Pabna is trying to revive 
tkis industry again. The school has carpentry classes, weaving classes 
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and survey classes. So far as the laboratory and the necessary appara- 
tus are concerned it is a great pity that it does not get any support. 
Since l!ti:i attempts have been going on to provincialise this institution 
but nothing as yet has been done. I feel that the Hon’ble Minister is 
responsible for carrying on these technical clas.ses in Bengal, and if he 
gives his support I do not think there will be any diflhculty in getting 
this institution provinciali.sed. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUOHURI: I beg to support the 

resolution. Jechincal education .should be developed to the utmost but 
for Its growth the resources of a district boi.id can not be relied upon. 
In proyijciulising technical schools no contribution can be insisted upon 
from the district boards. I think for the gradual development and 
growth of techni.al education in general it is necessarv that a compre- 
hensive scheme should be prepared and all technii al schools, wherever 
they may be should be provincialised. Now the V|uestion has arisen 
in I alma and there <aii not be any doubt that this institution ought 
to be proviricmliHed. ^ 

Khun Ib,hadur (hairman of the District Board. I-abna, and a .member 
of this House, has brought forward this re.solution. We. too, in Burd- 

distrie't'T i' "‘ I"’'’'' ‘■"'i'fl.v run from the funds of the 

list 1,1 board and I think there are similar institutions in other di.s- 

Tills financed by district boards. 1 know very well the difficulties in 
doing .so for want of fumls. But the .|uestion is whether the Oovern- 
nenl should take luto its hands the existing sch.iols or should start new 
schoo S Uhere th..,e ,s a need fo, them but none cmsI-. ami I ho.m alid 
Irusl tha, , ns ,|„eslion will be eonsi.ler,..! first, as the fund in the hands 
of the Hon ble Minister is not unlimited. 

Rai ABINA8H CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur* Th. r 

w„ i. . TIT, 

p > 

Mauivi YAKUINUOOIN AHMtD* r ' 

r^-z “ HSS- 
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and every case should be judged on its own merits. Of course, Govern- * 
xnent ibay^say that if one technical institution is provincialised the ot|fer 
techni^ institutions supported by other district boards shall have to 
be provincialised, but Government ought to see the resources of the 
Pabna District Board and other district boards, such ns Burdwan. 
Burdwan is a rich district hoard of which my friend, Baja Manihdl Singh 
Roy, is the Chairman and T think the Raja will not grudge the sup]»ort 
that is asked for. for the Pahna District Board. Then there are other 
district boards. My triend l»ehind ire, Maulvi Kinaduddin .Mimed, also 
has. got a technical institution in Rajshahi that is supported by the dis- 
trict board there, but my hon'ble friend, the mov(‘r of this resolution, 
hasiilready said that tlie Raj.shahi District B«»ard has an income of nearly 
Rs. 5 lakhs, whereas the Pabna District Board has an income of Rs. 2 
lakhs. Therefore, each ca.se’ should have t(» be judged on its own /nerits 
and so I do support what is urged for, because the proposal of the 
Pabna District Institution is a reasonable tme and Government should 
accede to it. 


^ ®gbu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIKs T beg to support this motion, 
ftffl technical s< hool has an excellent reputation and it is said that it is 
doing very good work The position of nffaiis is this that the district 
botird cannot verv well maintain it in that efn<*ient ( ondition in which it 
ought to be maintained ; and, therefore, in order to kee]> it going in 
prop'*r corHlition, it onglit to }>e taken up bv t}o‘ Provincial Kducation 
Depar t menf . As i'(‘gaTd tecbni( al (*diiejit ion, it may be urged tlnit it is 
a matte! of funds. ])ut furuK. so far a*^ it is eomerned. the Provincial 
(tovfTnment will have to firnl AVe cannot remain like this. Tf there 
is no fund, ‘jornefhing mu‘<t be done to find if out AVe ba \ e been t(»ld 
bv the TTon’ble Minister that a big loan will be the [lamieea f(»r all the 
evils, TiOt ns try and have a loan and let \\< take tlie**!* technical sehools 
and put them on a sound basis. In these days, so far as vocational edu- 
cation is concerned, we mu«t try to help them. There has been a good 
deal of neglect in regard to technical training, and T remember that 
Mr. Gokhale, in crying for it in in the Imperial I.egislative Council 

said “we should sjiend so much for Technological Institutions — 
five millions — we want a large sum for capital expenditure, somewhere 
about 12 lakhs, and also a re<-urring grant for running exyienditure every 
year but nothing has been done by the Government yet.” Government 
has got to spend money in everything and can find money for any purpose 
that is re(|uired from the Government pciint of view, but when the 
question arises as regards technical education or things of that kind, the 


CTf is that they have got no money. We have got to put an end to this 
siafe of affairs and we must ask the Government to take up the responsi- 
bility of giving the Education Department relief. If there is no money, 
iiredo not know whose fault it i.s. That we have got no money remains 
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(fuestion which is of vital importance ought not to be allowed to be 
destroyed for want of funds, because the district board is no logger able 
to maintain it efficiently. 

Mauivi EMADUDDIN AHMED: In this connection all I have to say 
is that I cannot grude that the school be provincialised, but what my 
friends on the other side have saiM ought to be taken into consideration. 
It is not a single question, as they have pointed out, in the Rajshahi 
district, there is a technical school. The whole iiivestion and the condi- 
tion on which contributions which the di.^trict boards are going to 
make ought to be taken into consideration and then only the question can 
be solved.* 'I'hc* (juestion i.s not to be solved ]ui‘ccnieal. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I beg to supportThis 
resolutian but it should be clearly undi'i^tood that technical schools of 
our district towns have been found wanting and useless by the Industrial 
Commission, 'riiey simply tiain up amiiis. 'Die ta< t must be looked in 
the face. There are certainly carpentry and smithy ( lasses but they are 
of not much use. All boys that came out from the technical scliools take 
to surveying as a jirofession. Therefore, by all means, have one techni-?** 
cal school in each division, but let it be a jiroperly e()ui]>ped tetdinical 
si'hool and for that reason if money is recjuired, the money should be 
provided for. It should not be a mere surve\ school. If you want tO" 
spend money — Us. 1(1. (KK) each upon Pabna, Itajshahi, Birbhum and 
llurdw'un, in tliis wav— Ks. lakhs for a survey school alone, I say this 
will be a sheer waste and flittering away of mone> . ^Fherefore, I say 
have one technical school properly eipiipped in eai h division and let it be 
a technical .school, that is, industrial school and not a mere survey 
school. 

The Hoffi’ble the NAWAB 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDRURI, 
Khan Bahadur: Th is resolution raises a question of policy on which I 
should like to have the views of the Council. There are at present seven 
technical scliools in the province of which four have been provincialised 
and me under the direct management of (Government ; the remaining 
three are munaged by distri('( boards. It may be urged with some force 
that the schools would be more efficiently and better managed if they were 
all provincialised. If this is done. Government can rightly insist on a 
contril>ution from (he district boards. Hut the (|uestion is at ])resent 
mainly a financial one, because it is clear that if we provincialise this 
school, it will not l)e possible to resist the claim of other district 
boards that their schools should he provincialised also. We shall only be 
able to spend a limited amount of money on technical and industrM . 
education in the near future. We can spend it either in establiahinjl 
^toew schools or in provincialising the existing schools. In vi^w 
the great demand now existing for vocational education, though I^aympa^ 
thise with the desire of the Pabua District Board to be 
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item of expenditure, my own view is that we should spend such funds 
become available on hew schools rather than on provincialising the ^^isi- 
rng <J(tte8. I may add that the Pabna Technical School is already receivf 
ing tbe attention of the Director of Jndustries and he proposes to sanctioh 
for it a grant of Rs. 2()0 a month. 

With these remarks, I leave it entirely to the consideration of the 
Council whether the funds at our disposal should be spent on establishing 
new schools or we should first provincialise the existing schools. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED; My hon ble friend 
first niised the ([uestion that, if the Pabna 'rechnical Scoluil be provin- 
cialised, Rajshahi would also claim such a chance. With Jegard to 
that, I can remind the Council that the Pabna I'echnical St‘h(»ol is the 
oldest of it.s kind in the Province. (3t>vernment has alieady expended 
R«. 50.000. thoiirgh the original contract was that the diatrici board 
should .spend Rs. Oft. 000, but owing to the outbreak of the h’uropean war, 
the prices of all materials w’cnt up and it had to pr<»vide another 
Rs. 9.000 thus spending R.^. 39.000, whereas Rajshahi with a revenue 
of n<‘arly Rs. 5 lakhs has not expended Tuore than (me-tenth (»f what 
Pabna did. I do not grudge that Government will find its way to 
provincialise the Rajshahi Te<dinical School. 1 have already <|uotei1 
the opinions of the experts on tc<hiii<al e<luca(ion. Mr. Heaton as 
well as Mr. Henderson are the authorities on the subject. They are the 
best persons to sav which of the sclowds should be takcfi Uf» fiist ; 
and they, in uiuMjuivocal terms, have expressed that of all the schools, 
as T have already (juoted, the Pahna 3Vchniral School has the host 
claim .and the first claim. The lepresenlati v(* of the RajHlialn Techni- 
cal School pressed t]u« claim for his institution at the Rangpur (\mfer- 
ence and ISfr. Ifeaton in his ruite on the proceedings of that (’on ference, 
di-tinctlv stated that so far as tlie stih-overseer classes aeie cai.iccrmal, 
Riishahi had no claim and that Pabna was the only institution which 
could be prr.vincialised and which could maintain suh-nverseer classes. 
That (’ispo.scs of the cjiiestinn as to which of the schools has the best 
claim and ca’i be taker, up first. In future Ginernmcnt may find it 
difficult to provincialise all schords but at the same time Government has 
to con.sider, as my friend has said, not only to do jnstice hut to show 
benevolence and make some consideration for the weak and also to take 
into consideration whether the Pahna District Board with its present 
finance is able to maintain the school or not. Rui Jogendru Ghunder 
Obose Bahadur has said that the carpentry in the mufassal is nothing. 
There be has commited a mistake. Our cniTrentry class is not for teach- 
ing amins; it is intended for the artisans. There is a four-year course 

X d the students are taught carpentry. They take of course sub-over- 
ST course students and the filla school bo^'s also receive their ediira*^ 
there. As to Biirdwan — of course I am subject to correction — th» ^ 
^ was made by Government to teach Government scbool-boys 
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Carpentry in the sub-overseer classes which Burdwan School refused to 
do, wiiereas the Pabna District Board Technical School without raising 
the question whether Government would make any grant or not, and 
without any grudge, impart education, expend money, purchase wood 
and everything and the zilla school-boys are taught there. Moreover, 
I am |)roud to say that the Pabna District Board is the only board which 
expends a large amount of money. It gives scholarships to students 
studying at the veterinary college and other technical schools also such 
as the Sibpui j^ngineering College. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS; I rise to a point of order. Is there a quorum 
present? * 


Adjournment. 

There being no (|Uorum, the Council was adjourned to the next day 
at 3 p.M. 
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ProoMdingi of the Bengal LagitlatWo Council anamblod under t 
provisions of tho Covornmont of India Act * 

Tfie Council met at 3 p.m. oft Friday, the ‘J5th Novemlier. 1921, i 
the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta. 

Prosont: 

- The Deputy-lVesident in the Chair, the Tloirhle the four MemheiH Oj 
the Executive Council, the Hon’hle the three Ministers, and Sf) nomi* 
nated and elected members. 


Resolutions 

(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general public interest). 

The discussion on the ^resolution of Khan lialiadur Miiulvi Wasim- 
uddin Ahmed recommending that the Pabna Technical School la* pro- 
vincialised was resumed. 

Pabna Technical School. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: In my statements 
yestei'day, 1 am sorry to su\ that 1 made certain mistaUf's. With le^rard 
to Burdwan I said that it refused to jfive instruction to (lovernnieni 
school-hoys in caipenti\. On inijuirv I learnt that it is imt true. With 
re^Mid to the Rajshahi district hoard, I iiuule a mistake. As a matter 
of fact I hear that scholarships were j»iven to boys of several institutions. 

Ilowever, now tlie only |x)int before tlu' Council is this. It was 
arjfued yesterday that if any particular school is to he pidvim jjilisi*d, the 
whole .scheme should he considered. Of course, that is a (food sug- 
gestion no doubt, but the one important thing lliat must he taken into 
consideration is that this school is the oldest of its kind in the Ilajshuhi 
division and also the income of the drstiic t hoard is very limited. Re- 
cently by the appointment of the health officer and by the recent extension 
of the Vaccination Art to that di.strict, the district hoard has hefoj called 
upon to supply a<lditional sums for these purjmses. It has to provide 
for the entire expenses of vaccination as well us hajf tlie c ost of health 
offic-ei’s jiay and other incidental c'ost. So, it has lM‘C‘ome almost impos- 
sible for that district board to maintain the technical school with 
efficiency. I said yesterday that this year we have been confronted with 
a deficit of nearly Rs. 45, (KK). I beg that this rouncil will consider that 
^ on this institution Oovernmenf have alreadv expended nearly Rs. 50,900 
and that the district board nearly Rs. 40,fK)0. Besides it has got fur- 
niture and other buildings as well which are worth no less than Rs. 30,000. 
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7’here is a big* boarding house attached to thfe school. It will be a matter 
of great pity if, owing to the shortness of funds, such an efficient insti- 
tutirtn, as the Pabna Technical School is, were to be closed. All the 
authorities of the technical school have with one voice said that this is the 
best institution of its kind and that it deserves to be provincialised in 
every way. ^r. Heaton and Mr. Henderson who are authorities on this 
subject have said that this institution should get the first consideration. 
7'he Ihibna Distrift Hoard has only an income of Hs. 2,71,000. This year 
we have got another difficulty to meet owing to the non-realisation of 
cess to the extent of Ks. 10,000. (Considering all these various difficulties 
and also the fact that we have opened last year two new dispensaries and 
subsidised some <lo<‘tors, it deserves special c misideration by this Council. 
7'he suggestion, if accepted, will not entail a very heavy expenditure on 
the provincial revenues. It is a very insignificant figures in the eyes of a 
provincial financier, but it will afford substantial relief to a poor district 
board like l^abna. 77ie amount involved is only Its. 10,000 a year. So, 
1 hopefully leave tlie mattej to the consideration of tliis (’ouncil and hope 
that they will pass it . 

'I’he motion was put ami agreed to. 


Medical School in Chittagong Division. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: ^‘This ( ouncil recommends to th^ 
(lovernmeiit that immediate steps be taken to ()j)en a mediial seliool in 
the (diittagong division,” 

Shah Syed Kmdadul ilaq addressed the Council in Bengali in support 
of his motion. 

Babu ANN ADA CHARAN DUTTA: Thi^ is a matter which is 
uppermost in m\ mind. At the *iame time in order to give [irai tical effect 
to it, 1 saw the Hon'ble Mini'^ter in chaig(* of sanitation and as a meet- 
ing of the Medical C<»mmitlee has fieen fixed practically fi>r discussing 
projects like this on Monday, I gave him to understand that 1 would 
withdraw this resolution for the present. 

It was as follows ; — 

” This Council recommends to (he Government that a medical school 
be immediately started in (7iittugong.” 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: Are you not a member of that Committee? 

Babu ANN AD A CHARAN DUTTA: Yes I requested my friend, 
Shah Syed Emdadiil Haq U) that effect. Under the circumstances, I 
would ask your permission to allow this to stand over till after the die- 
oussion of the subject at the meeting on Monday and if that is not 
allowed for the present I wish to withdraw my resolution. 

The resolution was then withdrawn. 
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Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: After what bas fallen fro^ 

my friend, I think that it will not be necessary to make any lengthy ob* 
servation on this matter. As Babii Annada ('huran Dutta has infortneil 
the House, the committee will meet next Monday and pri>bably will 
make their final recommendation after having discussed the matter fully. 
If that is 80, I do mit think that the House would like tt» force their hands 
at this stage. I am sure that the effect of this res<dution w ill bt* that the 
committee wiU expedite their prc^ceedings and ( (uu hule their labours 
long before the btidget so that some provision may be made in the next 
budget. 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon'ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): I think 

that it is quite clear that the discussion of this rescdiition at this stage 
would be inoppcytuue. 'Hce hon'ble member to my right, Hahu Annada 
Charan Dutta, ha« made an (d>servation to that effect. 'Die matter is 
now pending before* a <*ommittc*e. It me<*ts on ^londa\ m*\t. \V<* have 

reci*i ved only an ad intvrnn rejunt. The matt(*r being in one sense* Kub 
judi<'(\ th(* resolutiem will,*l hojK* not he jiiessed. I lh«‘r<*fore associate 
mv.self with tin* recpiest made by my friend that tin’s lesolution should 
he wiUidrawn for the present iwnding the deci.sn»n of tin* (ommittc'c and 
when that dei'ision has l>et*n armed at, there will he lime c'nough for the 
discus.si(»n of. flic subject. 

Rsi UPENDRA LAL RAY Bohodur* May we know how long the 
committee will take to ('ome to a final decision? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: It is very diffi. 
cult to say. What 1 feel in the matter is this; eithci the proposition 
before the House should he withdrawn or the discussion should be pro- 
ceeded with. I do not know whether under the rules it is possible to 
withdraw a res(dution subject (o a coinlition. It must he withdrawn or 
placed before the House fm discussion. The ju-oposal (»f rny friend to 
my right is that (he motion be witlnliawn. but ni\ friend. Shah Sved 
Knnhnliil Ha<j, adds a pioM*.!! li> the efte( t that lie is <jinte willing to with- 
draw provided tin- matter is taken uf) for discussion at an caily date. I do 
not think that under the lules we can attach a provision of that kind to 
a motion for withdrawal. It must be a simple motion for withdrawal. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Babu Surendra Nath Ray): There are 

two residutions before the H<»UHe— the first re.HolutHin i» of Shuh tSyed 
Emdadul Haq and the second of Babu Annada Charan Dutta. Babu 
Annada Charan Dutta ha.s withdrawn hi« resolution with the leave of the 
House. The discussion on the first will continue. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: Some time ago, at an early meeting of this 
Council, I believe in Febniary or March, a resolution was introfliiced 
similar the one now before the House for the establishment of a 
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medical school in a certain district in Bengal. Towards the close of 
that debate the llon’ble Minister announced the policy of Government 
which was, if 1 remember aright, that a medical school would be estab- 
lished in every division in Bengal as funds were available and voted 
by this Council. 

Now, Sir, 1 sympathise most sincerely and deeply with the mover 
of the resolution and with the people of Chittagong for the establishment 
of a medical school at Chittagong. I have lived many years in the 
mufassal in Bengal and 1 have seen from time tontime the visitation of 
epidemics which sweep across the country-side — cholera, small-pox, 
influenza and malaria take a dreadful toll from amongst the labouring 
classes <ff (he population. Any one, who loves this country and her 
jjeople as 1 do, cannot fail to be deeply moved by an experience of one 
of these epidemics and cannot fail, moreover, to form a determination, 
eaeii iiehis own humble way, to do what he can to mitigate the suffering 
caused by these epidemics in every way. Therefore, I am prepared 
to support anything which would deal with these epidemics. In my 
experience, I liave always found that the district officers and the civil 
surgeons have done theii best but have been prevented from doing their 
very best loi want of medical attention. Although 1 sympathise so 
deeply with the mover of the resolution, tlo're is one point to which I 
think it is my duty to call the attention of the members of this Council. 
The hon’ble mover must, I presume, be aw’are of the policy of Govern- 
ment. Why then, 1 ask, has he brought this resolution? Is it not 
with a MOW that (lie Chittagong division may obtain priority in the 
ordiM' oi cslablisliimuit ol a medical school? j'i\crN aigumcnt that has 
been used b\ the Inm’ble mover can be applied for the formation of H 
medical school at Jalimiguri, the headquarters station of the Hajshahi 
diNisoiii ! 1 cun pi’odiu'e inunv more, each one \voi tli\ of diM'p eon.sidera- 

tion by the meml)ers of this (’ouneil. lienee 1 would suggest that the 
whole order of juionty at any rate be left to the deliberations of a 
eommiftee and that the members (jf this (\mmil agree to abide by the 
decision of thal committee. I heg to suggest, with all due deference 
to the lion ble mover, that if lie w’ould add one sentence to his resolution 
such us this “ in order of priority of establishment in regard to the 
other divisions as may be determined by an unbiassed committee ” then 
his resolution w’ould, 1 am sure, obtain the unanimous constuit of the 
members of this Council. 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: I have every sympathy with 
the object of the learned mover of this resolution, namely, that a medi- 
cal school may In? o|xmed in the Chittagong division, but why this hot 
haste, I do not know and cannot follow. It has just l>een stated by the 
Hon' ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govern- 
ment that a committee has Wn formed. Moreover, a member of this 
Council from the Chittagong division, Babu Annada Charan Dutta, ia a 
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member of that rommittee. Thus ('hiltajrong will Ihj fully and thorougn 
represented on it by Annada llubu who is an able sjH»uker. Chitlagoii 
cannot say that it is not represented on the eoinmittee. The mo^'er ( 
the resolution also cannot say that us Chittagong is not representei 
its needs will not be properly represented. If Annada llabu ran satisf 
the committee, 1 am quite confident that a medical school will be opene 
in the Chittagong divhsion. Then, again, we ha\t* i‘ome here not t 
consider the needs of any one particular district. The money that i 
provided in the budget is for the whole of Hengal and the ne(Hls of on 
district after another .should not be considered .separately. We shout 
consider Bengal as a whole. Let the needs oi the whole of Bengal (‘our 
before us. Let the committee report that medical schools .should h 
opened in so many districts and we may consider the needs <d‘ the othei 
districts afterwards. L^t the report of that committee be ccjusiderei 
by the members oi this (hmncil. ^bhe hot haste that this imflter niusl 
be di'-poseti td' lo-da\ is not at all reasonable especially in view (it the 
fact that, as I have already siibmittml to this Mouse, Chittagong^ is fully 
and propel ly icpie.sented xm the committee. 1 therefore liave every 
sympathy with this nioti»)n, but 1 strongly oppose the idea that this 
matter should be disposed oi to-da\ . 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I Htii>pose that the 

consensus of opinion of this Council is that a medical school in (’hitta- 
g’ong is an in gent ne(e'^slt^ The ([Uestion is - shall ue jiass the resolu- 
tion to-da\ OI shall ue wait tlie pleasuie ol (ioxeinment? We know 
that we have passed huiulreds oj res<»lut ions this session to which no 
effect has been given, and this may be one of them. 'Pbere is no reason 
wliuts<»e\er that because a (ommittee is silting oi that ( ioviMinnent is 
consideniiLr the pi'oposal that ue shoubl postjatiie the iiiattei. We shall 
do our dut\ now. As matters staml at f>reserit, ue are absolutely 
jiowerless, A resolution means merely an expressnm (»f ojiinion on the 
jiart of the Couneii. Cntil u(* are in u positnuj to enf»»ice our tlocisiori.H 
on (lovernment, these resolutions are pra(ti<al!y useless except uh 
expressions of opinion. 'I’he previous .sjieakeis have spoken in favour 
of the eslal)liNhmenl oi a metlit al .school at ('hittagong: so w}j\ not have 
it passed to-das ? By merely passitfg this rosoliilion we cannot force 
(Government to give effec t to it. Therefore, there is absolutely no harm 
whalsoevei in passing it tc>-day. It is said that the commiffee’s report 
will c-onie before (Government; you may be sure tjmt it will not come 
before u.s. The fact that the committee is to consider the priority of 
other divisions is no rea.son why we should not express here c»ur emphatic 
opinion that there should he a medical school c*stahlished at (’hittagong. 
Now we should remember that (Chittagong is a frontier district. If any 
division requires a medical school at all, ^t is Chittagong before any 
other — it is far away from ("ahmtta; therefore, I say, the claim of 
Cbitiagong should not be ignored. 
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. Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKAT: I feel it a great pleasure to rise to 
supfwrt t)ie resolution which has just now been moved by Shah Syed 
Plmdadul ITa(j. My esteemed friend has travel sed the whole ground 
very lucidly and I do not think that I have got anything else to add. 
Moreover, this subject has been discussed, debated and laid threadbare 
fiom time to time both by the press and on the platform, and I believe 
Government has by this time realised the need and utility of the opening 
up of such institutions all over the province and is taking steps to bring 
ulK),ut the desinnl end. 

But yet I cannot but add a few words to what has been said and 
done alon^ this line considering the importance of the subject and the 
slow and indifferent way it has so long been dealt with. Tn my humble 
opinion the fpo'stion of sanitation is closely connected with and inter- 
dependent upon the establishment of medical institution^ in the country. 
The Government being th<* custodian of public lu'^ilth must first of 
all, above all others, look to this matter. Here the (piestion of finance 
should not stand in the way as far as possibb*. as it affects the health 
and life of the peojde. Is md the Government aware of the fact that 
tlnkusamls of our brothers and sisters are being carried away every year 
due to th(‘ prevalence of malaria, cholera and other such fell and* conta- 
gious diseases in Bengal village.^*' to <*ombat which no adequate arrange- 
ments have up to this time been made by the Gove^nme^lt ? Another 
point which 1 want to impre.ss upon the members of the House and the 
Government is this; there are many villages in Bengal where we cannot 
find a single W(dl-traine<l dmtor and medicim* (‘xcept illit(*rate village 
Kavirajes and self-made physicians. You can well imagine what harm 
is being df»ne by these (piack doctors. Is not the public moralK respon- 
sible for this sort of lamentable things in villages, where so many inno- 
cent lives are being removed prematurely due to the ignorance of men 
under whose care they are delivered? One cannot fail shedding tears 
looking at the horrible scenes in villages where so many poor pet>ple 
meet death simply for want of proper treatment and medicine. Now, 
as malaria, cholera and other diseases are eating into the vitals of our 
community and there is not a sufficient number of doctors to combat and 
cope with these diseases, it is desirable that Government should take 
early steps to establish medical institutions all over the province. On 
Whalf (jf my constituency. I would most emphatically urge the Govern* 
ment to establish such a school at Jalpaiguri also as early as po,ssible. 
I would ask the Goveniment to pay special consideration to my district 
as it is well-known that Jalpaiguri ami the neighbouring places known 
as Terai and Alipur Duars lire hot-lunls of malarial and blackwater fever 
and there are not sufficient doctors to combat them. 

Many of our hoys, though strongly desirous of going through medi- 
cal training, cannot do so simply for want of accommodation in the 
present institutions which are only three in the whole Province and are 
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situated too far from one another. Instead of estahlishinff secondarf; 
schools of the present day for manufacturing? clerks, if more medical 
institutions are established then, I think, lusting benefit woubl he Hone 
to the (ommunity. 

I resume my seat with these few words. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: I cann<»t help thinking that my friend, Uai Jogen- 
dra (thunder (ihose Lahadiir, has made a most unjustifiable attack <ipon 
Government by insinuating that while we are crying for more medical 
schools, Government are doing nothing in this direc'tion. Nothing can 
be farther from the truth than to suggest this. AV’hat are, the facts 
regarding this cjiiestion y In the month of F< bniarv or March last — 1 for- 
get the exact time — I moved a res(dution in this Council drawing the 
attention of Government fo the v«*iy .small number of (jualified in(‘dicttl 
men in the provinee and asking (?(»vernment to establish medic a) schools 
for training doctors intiuuled mainly for tin* lural areas. The Hon’ble 
Jthe Mini.ster in charge of Jax’al Self-Gov(*rnment took a most sympathetic 
attitude towards my resolution and it was }uis.sed by the Council. Within 
a fortnight or three weeks of (he passing of the resolution, Government 
appointed a rejiresentative committee to go inti) (he whole mutter, iv?., 
where these .schools should be e.stalilished, what should he the curriculum, 
W’ho should be the (ea< hers and what should he the initial and recurring" 
expenditure. The (omiinttcc w(mc asked to go into tlic (jucstion thor- 
oughly. 'Mic (ommiticc met foin of fi\c tinn^s; and 1 must hring it to 
the not ice of t he (’ouiKil that wlnle iny friend, llabu Annada (diaruii 
Duttii, is moving residutions asking for medical scliools here, there anti 
evcr\nherc. lie i.s doing his duty as a mcinln'r of the ctunmittiH* foi' 
he has attended only one meeting, so fui. d’lie comniiltee liave ernne to 
some tentative ( onclusions. I’hcse have been sent to the Minister who, I 
am sure, is giving his best consiilerat ion to (hem. 

I’he ('oinmittee meet again on Monday next and will reconsifler their 
tentative conclusions. Fnder these circumstances, I am Marprised that 
Rai Jogendra Cbunder Ghose Hahadur should say (hat Government are 
doing nothing in the matter. Surely, it is a travesty of language to say 
HO. From what I have stateil I am sure hori’ble memlM*rH will rcwilise 
that it is no good going on with this resolution. As a matter of fact, I 
know and I can say to meinbers of this Council that the Hon 'hie Minister 
himself is anxious to give effect to the recommendations of the committee 
80 far as it lies in his power to do so. In fact he had asked the committee 
to hurry up and submit an aei uitrrim rejiort anti (liat is why the c^tmmittee 
had submitted some tentative proposals. 

KtianBahadurMauIvi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: What I intended 
to say has already been stated by the previous speakers. So I do not wish 
to waste the time of the Council. 
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TIM Hon’ble Sir 8URENORA NATH BANERJEA: I just want to ' 
make one or two observations with regard to this resolution. My task 
haft been ver>' much lightened by one of my friends on the left. The 
committee which is sitting at present was appointed at his instance and 
my hon’ble friend has been taking a leading part in its deliberations. As 
my friend himself has informed you, an ad interim report has been sub- 
mitted and I think it is right and proper here to state that Dr. Hassan 
Suhrawardy, a member of the committee, has been taking very great 
pains in connection with the work that is before tlm committee. He has 
gone very thoroughly and very carefully into the whole question and has 
submitted an elaborate and carefully thought out leport. I have gone 
through ‘it and have read the tentative propo.sals which have been sub- 
mitted to Government. 1 have asked the Ibiblic Works Department to 
teat the estimates of Dr. Suhrawardy with legard to the building opera- 
tions of these schools. There is another part of his recommendations 
which affects the teaching in the.se .schools, and I have asked the com- 
mittee to reconsider tliis matter, as the committee consists of a number 
of distinguished medical men. Therefore, as my friend has pointed out, 
it is a travesty of language and an act of gross unfairness to Government 
to sav that they have been remiss and idle about this matter. I am most 
anxious to present to this House the report of the committee and to put 
the financial proposals for giving effect to those recommendations in the 
ensuing budget which will be laid before .\ou. My friend, Mr. Travers, 
has just pointed out that it is the policy of Government to establish medi- 
cal schools in each division. He has suggested Kaj^^hahi and my fiiend 
over there has suggested dalpaiguri a*? the ]uo})er place for the establish- 
ment of a medical school in tiie Rajshahi division. Government will 
have no objection to having two .schools in the Raj.shahi division, if the 
people would come forward with sufficient loi al sujiport and hospital and 
other eijuipments. The more medical schools we have the better for 
the country. There is a deplorable luck of qualified medical practition- 
ers and Government realise the fact fully. They are anxious to remove 
this complaint or minimize it. consistently with its financial resources. 
Therefore, the jKisitlon is this— here is the nd interim TV\x)Ti of the com- 
mittee which in its two branches is being considered by two departments 
of Government, hbiiancial proposals will be made with regard to that 
report, and I am most anxious to include them in the budget of the ensu- 
ing year and ask this House to vote a grant. As the matter is under con- 
sideration, it is obvious that it would be premature for this House to come 
to a decision. My friend, Rai Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur, has 
olwerved: “Why should we wait on the pleasure of Government?” 
Nobody asks him to do so. As a matter of fact, the question is not now 
under the consideration of Government; it is in the hands of the com- 
mittee ; and I say it would be an act of discourtesy to the committee and a 
alur upon a body of your own, if you take the matter out of their hands 
before it is c<impleted ; it would be an act of discourtesy to the committee 
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to come to a decision at this st&ge, 1 would ask the House to reject this 
motion; and if my friend will not withdraw, I, on behalf of Government, 
must oppose it. 

Rai U PEN DR A LAL RAY Bahadur: T confesvs we have been 

placed in a very awkward situation. I also come from the Chitiagonfr 
division. As the mover of the res(»lntion who wants a medical school to 
be established at Chittagong: 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERdEA: 1 rise to a 
point of order. You w’cre about to put this motion before the House 
when I got {>ermission to say what I had to say on belialf of Government. 
Y^ou now ask another member to s{i<Mik t»n the resolution, but'l thought 
that after I had sixiken no body would rise up and s|H*ak : that was at 
least my impression. 1 submit that that is not the practice. 

• 

Mr. W, L. TRAVERS; I move that the (piestion be now j»ut. 

Thn DEPUTY-PRESIDENT; Rai Raliadur, 1 think you may go on. 

Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur: As the mover of the resolution 
does not inteml to withdraw his motion, what will hnpt>en if it is iwssed? 
Will it lud bind the conimiitf'e which is going to sil on Monday next? 
Will it not bind them ham! ami fool If tin’ m()tioii b(‘ rejected by 
the (’(Oincil, the reMilt will be that the committee will not be alile to 
dis(“Uss it with refereiH e to Chit tagong. \o doubt there is a necessity for 
siH’h schools in Chittagong and other places, and the (pu'stlon of 
pnorit\ lias to be iliscussml. Hut if w«‘ dei ide the |K)iiit lime, I doulit 
w’hether the committee will be able to disuess it agsiiii and llndr position 
wdll be very awkwrard. For the.se ieusf>ns 1 ufijieal to my friend, tht? 
mover of this resolution, to withdraw it for the present. 

Tha DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I understand that Balm Anmida Charan 
Dutta wants to make u pers(»nal explanation in this connection, and I 
accordingly give him leave to do that. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: My friend, Mr I) C. Ghose, has 
had a fling at me for my absence from the ineetingK of the Medical Com- 
mittee. The only thing which I want to state here in this connection is 
that when I got the notice of the first meeting of llie commilteo, it was too 
late and physically impossible for anv man to come from Chittagong to 
attend that meeting. The last meeting was held without any notice l>eing 
gent to me, for this I sent a formal complaint to the ITon*bIe Minister; I 
believe Mr. Ghose knows this, and, if in spite of that a polished sp(*aker 
like him blames me for my non-attendance at the meetings of the Com- 
mittee. I cannot help it. 

BHAH BYED EMDADUL HAQ addressed the Council in vernacular 
and said that he was not willing to withdraw his motion. 
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Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: May I suggest that the following words 
be added at the end of the resolution ? — 

*'in order of priority of establishment to be determined by an 
unbiassed and impartial committee. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT : I allow you to do that. 


Mr. D. C. CHOSE: May I know under what rule this amendment 
may be allowed ? 

Th6 DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I am permitting Mr. Travers to 
move his amendment under the proviso to section 37 ( 2 ) (Standing Order 
30) of th^ llengal Legislative Council Manual, which pr(»vides “ that 
the President may, in his discretion, admit at any time any motion at 
shorter notice than that prescribed by any order, or may admit a motion 
without liotioe.'' 


Kuinsr SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: May T inquire whether 
an amendment can be moved if it is objected to by any member of the 
House ? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Ordinarily it cannot be, but I would 
draw the attention of the Kumar to section 77 (7) (Standing Oid(‘r 08) 
under which the President can Nus]>em] the order and allow the amend- 
ment, 1. tljerebu'c. allow the amendement to be mov(‘d. 


Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK; I would ask my friend, 
Mr. Travers, to rem(»ve the objectionable word “unbiassed” from the 
amendment, I am sure the profK».sal is tinder the consideration of the 
committee whit'h is. 1 presume, unbias.sed, and it is bound to lie so. As 
there is only one member on the Committee w’ho is biassed for ('hittagong, 
it cannot be said tliat the committee as a bodv is likely to be bias.sed. I 
would therefore suggest that the word “unbiassed” be removed and the 
words “Standing Committee ” substituted in its place. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: I agree to the omission of the word 
“ unbiassed ” only. 

ProfMSOr 8 . C. MUKHERJI: What about the word “impartial” P 
' Will it not reflect on the committee? 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: 1 do not see any necessity to remove this 
word. I now move that the question be put. 

MEMBER in Obtrge of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’blo Sir Henry Wheeler): The amendement adds to the confusion. 
I would draw the attention the House to the fact that the amendment 
M worded has no sense. You cannot take immediate steps in order of 
priority to be determined by s committee. 
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The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: The question before the Houee la Uliat " 
this Council recomiueuds to the Government that immediate steps be 
taken to open a medical school in the Chittujfong division.” 4 

Since when an amendment has been moved that the following be 
added at the end of the resolution, riz., ‘‘ in order of priority of estab- 
lishment, to be determined by an impartial committee/* the question 
I have to put to the House is that that amendment be made. 

A division was then taken with the following result : — 


AYES. 


AhiiMil, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Watimuddin. 
Ahi Munthi Amir. 

All, Munshi Ayub. 

Arhamuddin, Maulvi Khandakar. 
Charmakar, Babu Rf«ik Chandrat 
OhMa, Rai Bahadur Jogandra Chundar. 
Haq, Shah Syad EmdaSul. 

Huq, Maulvi Ekramul. 


Karim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Karim, Maulvi Failul. 

; Mukharji, Pralatsar t. C. 

I Nakay. Mirra Muhammad Ali. 

I Pal, Rai Bahadur Radha Charan. 
I Ray, Rai Bahadur Upandra Lal^ 
1 Salam, Khan Bahadur Abdui. 

’ Travara, Mr. W. L.. 


NOES. 


Addy. Babu Amulya unona. 

Ahmad, *Maulvi Aiaharuddm. 

Ahmad, Maulvi Emaduddin. 

Ahmad, Munthi Jafar. 

Aram, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamad. 
Banarjaa, tha Hon'bla Sir Surandra Nath. 
Batu, Babu Jatmdra Nath. 

Bhattaeharji, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Bits, Mr. E. E. 

Bompas, Mr. C- H. 

Bosa, Mr. 8. M. 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harandranath. 

Chaudhun, tha Hon'bla tha Nawab Saiyid 
Nawab Afi, Khan Bahadur. 

Cohan, Mr. O. J. 

Da» Cupta, Babu Nibaran Chandra. 

Da, Babu Fanindralal. 

Day. Mr. C. C. 

Outta, Babu Annada Charan. 

Duval, Mr. H. P. 

Franeh, Mr. F. C. 

Choao, Mr. O. C. 

Oooda, Mr. 8. W. 


I Hopkynt. Mr. W. 8. 

I Karr, tha Hon'bla Mr. <1. H. 

< Khan Chaudhun, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 

Muhammad Erthad Ali, 

Maltik, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

' Mitra. Rai Bahadur Mahandra Chandra. 

* Mittar, tha Hon'bla Mr. P. C. 
i Mukharjaa, Babu Nitya Dhon. 

Naskar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Pahlowan, Maulvi Md. Abdul Jubbar. 

; Rahim, tha Hon'bla Sir Abd>ur. 

Robinson, Major-Oanaral W. H. B. 

! Roy, Babu Naltni Nath. 

I Roy, Mr Tarit Bhutan. 

Roy Chaudhuri, Babu Sailaja Nath. 

< Sarkar, Babu Rishindra Nath. 

Sinha, Babu Surondra Narayan. 
Staphanson, Mr. H. L. 

Suhrawardy, Dr. Haaaan. 

Swan, Mr. J. A. L. 

j Williams, Mr. 0. Addama. 


The Ayes being 16 and the Noes 43, the motion was lost. 

Th« DEPUTY.PRESIOENT: I now put the original motion to the . , 
House. It runs thus: “This Council recommends to the Government"" 
that immediate slejis be taken to open n medical school in the Chittagong 
division.” 


The Hofi-bleSir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEAx This isnot, 1 sub- 
mit. correct procedure. The mover having accepted the anaeudment, the 
proposition before the House is the original^otioo with the amendment 
proposed by Mr. Travers. That was lost. Therefore, the original motion 
automatically lalls tlirougli. 



Th0 DEPUTY-PRESIDENT* No; that is not correct. The motion 
was that the amendment be made. That was lost. The original motion 
still awaits the decision of the Council. 

A division on the original motion was taken with the following 
result ; — 


AYES. 


AfcAl, Nawabuda K. M. Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmad, Mauivi Rafl Uddin. 

Ahmad, Munihi Jafar. 

Ali, Munahi Amir. 

Ail, Munahi Ayub. 

Arnamuddin, Mauivi Knandahar. 
Bhattaeharji, -Babu Ham Chandra. 
Oharmahar, Babu Raaik Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harandranath. 

Daa, Babu Bhithmadav. 

Ooaa, Rai Bahadur Pyari Lai. 

Outta, Babfl Annada Charan. 

Ohaaa, Rai Bahadur Joiandra Chundar. 
Maq, Shah lyad Emdadul. 


Huq, Mauivi Ekramut. 

Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Karim, Mauhrl Faalul. 

Nakay, Mirxa Muhammad Ali, 
Raikat, Mr. Prasanna Dab. 

Ray, Kumar thib Shakharaswar. 
Ray, Rai Bahadur Upandra Lai. 
Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhutan. 

Roy, Raja Maniloll iingh. 

Roy Chaudhuri, Babu tailaja Nath. 
Salam, Khdh Bahadur V>dut. 
Suhrawardy, Dr. Haayin. 
tuhrawardy, Mr. Hutayn thahaad. 


NOES. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Dhona. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Waiimuddin. 
Ahmad. Mauivi Azaharuddin. 

Ahmad. Mauivi Emaduddin. 

Aiam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamad. 
Sanarjaa, tha Hon'bla Sir Surandra Nath. 
Batu, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

BiM, Mr. E. E. 

Bompat. Mr. C- H. 

Bota, Mr. t. M. 

Chaudhuri, tha Hon'bla tha Nawab taiyid 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Cohan, Mr. D. J. 

Oat Gupta, Babu Nibaran Chandra. 

Oa, Babu Fanindralal. 

Ohota, Mr. D- C. 

Qooda, Mr. S. W. 

Hopkynt, Mr. W. 8. 

Korr, tha Hon'bla Mr. J. 

' The Ayes being 


Lang. Mr. J. 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burd' an, 
tha Hon’bla. 

Malllk, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahanora Chandra 
Mittar, tha Hon’bla Mr. P. C. 

Mukharji, Babu taiith Chandra. 
Mukharji, Profatter S. C. 

Natkar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Pahlowan, Mauivi Md. Abdul Jubbar. 
Rahim, tha Hon'bla Sir Abd'Ur. 
Roblnion, Maior>Canaral W. H. B. 
Sarkar, Babu Rithindra Nath. 
Staphanton, Mr. H. L. 

Swan, Mr. J. A. L. 

Travart, Mr. W. L. 

Whaalar, tha Hon’bla Sir Nanry. 
Wllllamt, Mr. C. Addamt. 


H. 

27 aiul the Noes 30, (he motion was lost. 


Allotments to reserved end transferred subjects. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: ‘‘This Council recommends 
to the Oowernment that at least 40 per cent, of the total revenues of this 
province be allotted for being spent by the ‘transferred’ departments, 
excluding such sums us might have to be allotted to the Public Works 
Department for w’orks of construction and maintenance in connection 
with the ‘reserved’ departments.” 

I have no doubt that very little argument is required for its acceptance 
by the non-official members of this House. I have also equally no doubt 
that no amount of argument will bo sufficient to convince the Govern- 
ment members of the reasonableness and propriety of the claim made by 
me bv this resolution. Therefore, though the matter is one of vital 
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■ importance to ns. I do not propose to make any very lenf 3 ;-<hy speech by 
making lon^sr quotations from Reports and HInc Stifhce it to 

say that neither the Government of India Act, nor the Devolution ifules, 
nor any of the holy codes td officiahlom lays down any hard nml fast rule as 
to in what proportion should the entire revenue j)f the province he divided 
between the two departments of the GovemineuT, ri;., the reserved and 
the transferred. The matter is absolutely open. 

Durin^r the last budget discussion, I drew the attention of the Houae 
to the most unjust jtnd inequitable division of the revenues between the 
two departments. I am sure there was not one Indian who did not feel 
this in justice just as keenly as myself . We were then new’ to the situa- 
tion, and so, T must frankly c(»nfess, the memb<*rs here could not do much 
nor could we expect much from our Ministers then, to remedy this 
jriievous wnuijr done to u.^ According to fi^Mircs supplied to me by nyv 
hon‘l)le friend Marr (T do n<»t know whether he will rise to a point 
of order f<ir calling' him my fricndi. T find that the total revenue of the 
province budf^eted for this year w’as Hs. II). 47, 9f). 000. Out of this total 
<inly Rs. 0,08, (>7.000 or abotit d7 per cent, was allocated to the transferred 
departments, /.r., the departments transferred from the tender cure 
and loye of the Government which have been kept reserv>‘d only for the 
other. Rut, Sir, this amount of Rs. 0,08.07,000 is not really what this 
God and Government foisaken departments actually ^rot. From it you 
liave to deduct Rs. 7f).?0.000 that is the roup'h fitrure Mr. Marr has jfiven 
me which was smu^^^rled into it through the Public Works Department — 
a hram h of the transferred — with the aid fif a fjuest ionable fiction, viz., 
(hat the moni(‘s allotte<l for buildin^fs for the reserved de]>artments are 
to he considered as monies allotted to tlie transforred d(‘partments because 
they have only trot to be sp<‘nt throu«rh the latter. OOiis artificial method 
of augment intr the total amount i.s only an cvc-wasli. Actually, ihere- 
foie, ord\ Rs, 0.28,17,000 was allottetl to the transferred departnumfs 
out of the total of Rs. 10.47,05.000, ]iy a siuqile rule of arithmetic in 
which, I fear, I am not proficient I beli<‘V>‘ this w«>rks itself out to only 
80 per cent, of the w’hole. As this is um|uestionabIy unpist and impro- 
per, T have taken it upon myself to move this resolutirin by asking for 
40 per cent, only in place of 80 per cent. I do not think that re^^ard 
Iwdn^r had to the va.st amount and urgent chara<'ter of our present-dav 
necessities, any claim could have been more modest and more considerate. 

This is a deinand which I am makinjr, for what the ITon'ble Minister 
in charge of Sanitation and Self-Government has so hpfly styled as the 
nation-huildin^r department. Our necessity for materials for huildin^f 
up this vast national edifice is unquestionably ^rreat. No Reformed 
Government is worth the name unless there is any 'desire on its part to 
pay ffreater attention to the acute necessities of the people in the shape of 
better sanitation, broader education and bitter facilities to the perrple 
for having at least one square meal a day. I therefore think that there 
cah be no question about the propriety of this demand which has to he 



294 RESERVED AND TRANSFERRED SUBJECTS. [25th Nov. 


met from the very taxes paid most largely by those very suffering, 
ignorant and starving people themselves. 

it cannot be questioned that the poorer sections of the agricultural 
people contribute most largely to the finances of the State. This is not 
merely my own assertion, but is the deliberate opinion of Mr. O’Connor, 
late Director-General of Statistics, as given in his note. The question 
therefore necessarily arises w'hether they get back sufficient value for 
the money they pay. 

The answer to this (juestion I do not propose to give on my own 
responsibility. It is best supplied by the admissions of the Government 
itself made in their own re}>orts in these departments of popular service. 
Let me take i<eni by item. 

Regarding Sanitation : At page VIJ of the Annual Administration 
Report for 1918-19, 1 believe ever^' one lias keen supplied with a copy, 
there is This unavoidable admission, viz,, “Malaria of a severe” — w’e call 
it a deadly typ(* — “also pr<‘vailed causing a largely augmented death- 
roll.” This is an admission of the Government itself. As a result 
mainly of these adverse factors as w'ell as of tinfavoiirable economic con- 
ditions, the death-rate foi the Piesidency rose from 20 to 88 per 1,00(1, 
t.c., 50 per ciuit. increase. Let us ])auMe and think over this. Sir, 
dining the last 80 years the officially recorded death-rate in India shows 
an increase from 28 to 80 per 1,000 and in Bengal aci'or’ding to that 
report it has gone up to 88 per 1,000 in 1918-l!h but it is significant 
that during those 80 years, Kngland has sma ceded in bringing down her 
death-rate from 20 to 15 per 1,000 and it is I'ertainly less to-day. 
These facts give a clear answer to the (jueslion uhiMlie? suOicient efforts 
have been made and whether ^ufticient mone\ lias lu^en sjient by the 
Government for better sanitation in a province in which in 8 out of 20 
districts the death-rate is very mm h larger than the birth-iate and where 
tin* people have !Usll\ been called a d\ijig race. In this (onnection, I 
might say that the only prmtical work that the Government 'does is to 
give quinine to the people t(^ sell it. It is a shame to Government that 
by selling (luiniiie in such a lamentable ('ountry and to such a dying ram* 
it is getting increased ]>rotit every \ear and in the >ear I!US-19 the n(*t 
profit was Rs 10,08,000 b\ tin* sale of quinine, in 1919-20 it rofw* to 
Rs. 5,89.(100. in 1920-21 it rose to Rs. 7.(;2,000. This is efficiency indeed. 
Even a national calamity has been made a paying business and blood is 
being scpieezed out of dry bones. This i.s umpiestionable efficiency of 
a high order ! 

1 come to the next subject — Kducation— I again depend on Govern- 
ment Report, namely, the report of Mr. Biss on primary ediK'atitm 
which is a very worthy and instrm tive document. In this report, a copy 
of which I am sure has been supplied to all meml>ers. you will find at 
lUige 58 that Bengal is very far behind Madras, a province which 
my esteemed leader used to call “the benighted province” and an 
imuien.se distance behind Bombay in the direct part taken by Government 
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and local bodies in providing schools for people. The percentages of 
public institutions are — Bengal 6*9. Madras 26 -9 and Bombay 80*7 
per cent. Facts speak for themselves, iu» amount of argument can stand 
in face of them. Kven the most i^ble ami chujuent man here will not l>e 
able to get out of this difficulty when the facts are so inconvenient to 
them. 

The report further says “that the existing expenditure on primary 
education, low though it is in India as a whole, is <h'ploral>ly low in 
Bengal as compared Vith other provinces.” While in Bombay Rs. li?'9 
is the average annual amount spent for educating a boy it is only Rs. 8 b 
in Bengal. Then, again, the expenditure from pnuincial resoun-es. is 
distributed over the whole of the population then it averages '(129 per 
head in Bengal and ^tio in Bombay, /.c.. 9 times imue. Is it not (dear 
then in all comscience that more money has to be s])ent in Bengal by 
Government for ediication. 

Then, Sir, I come to the question rcgai-difig Agii( iilt ure, Irrigation, 
etc. Th(‘ facts are still more disappointing. In these departments 
everything remains to be done wbib* the economic conditions arc gi'tting 
more distressing eve? y day. Let the ( hivei nmont say with its band on 
Mn lieiu’t (if it has an,\ ) 1h»w hum li has been spmit by it dnring the last 
2o years on irrigation, drainage and protective enibankincnts 'Die 
Administ ratioji Rejxut of lf)lS-l!b at patre VT. frankly admits tlial as 
regards irrigati(»n the woik is rather (hdensive than irrigation pioper. 
Kxcellently evasive pliraseology has no ilonht been very cleverly invented 
for the pnrjxise “l)ef(‘nsi ve” in this cjisc ni(*ans negative whii h means 
“ iiiaitne ” In that rejK>rt and there it has Ix'on said that “ <lrainuge 
and (ontrol of river c«Mns(*s are the main lines of ar ( i vif it*s. “ May I 
ask. \\ hat has been done in this jliieetion dnring tin* last ‘Jll \ears)^ f 
a?isw(M thi> (jiiestion If is ^eI\, \<*ry liffle, if n(»fhing I^et the 

(rovernim*nt <-ont?adi< t this b\ jj-iving f.o'lsand figures. f am sure ihey 
will not find the task to be.at all encouraging. 

Regarding Industries: Wluit Ini" beeg rloiie A remarkable pro- 
gies.s has been made, indeed r' In the fa<’e <d tin- fa<’t that there is little 
or no indu,str\ in the (‘onntry wortli tf»e name a numlw*r of rdficMTs, six 
or more on fat jiay, erifoying goo<f travelling allowances and with no wftrk 
to ilo have been apjiointed and a bouse has been lii red in I'Vee School 
Street on Rs. 4,(HK) a month and for the partitions and fans of which ove; 
Rs. d.OOtl was sanctioned this year Reallv a worth*’ sucf’essor of 
DOW famous Munitions Board, ronsirlerahle industry has been 
indeed in making this busy beehive which recpiires ruthless de$^ 

Is this the methiMl of helping a poiir country for its industrial 
t ion P 

Sir, I do not like to take Uf» more time going int' 

It is abundantly clear that we must have more monev 
departments which means “ourselves” and I do nr 
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tile Goverurnent can refuse this demand — ** ourselves first ** must be 
our watchword and battlecry. 

Sir, in this connection I must say that I expect the Ilon’ble Ministers 
to throw off unhesitatingly their official mask and support us with all 
the w'eij^ht of their position. It is for them facilities for their 

respective works that I am in()vin^ this resolution. If they g’et more 
money, they will he able to justify their existence better. They will 
be able to be of moie use to their motherland to secure more co-operation 
from the public in their work. If we pet this demand w’e, on our side,, 
shall also be able to pet more value out of them and our attachment to 
them would natuially increase. Let them therefore decide their coiTect 
course of action and support the demand. They are here to fipht our 
battles and I am sure they would not be fotind wantinp. My intention 
as to strenpthen the hands of rmr Ministers who inust insist on pettinp 
more money for us if they really mean to re])iesent^ our interests and 
serve the cause of our motherlaml. Sir, durinp the last bu'dpet discus- 
sion, I (‘xpressed uiy repret (this very repiet ) that the budpet was framed 
ofi the old traditional lines in the rjiatter of the allocation of th<‘ provincial 
revenue^. The iloii’ble Mr. K<‘ir in reply to that was pleased to point 
it out (arul I (luolo his words) that “the Refoimed Government had to 
deal with the budpet in less than a week and tin* Ministers, as sensible 
men, had to accept the situation ; they could not raid the reserved 
departments and prab money for schemes on th(‘ transferred side." Ex- 
cellent plea. inde(Ml ! It is for this rea.son that we. as .sensible men, did 
not find fault with our Ministers then. On that o(‘casion they were new 
to the office; the ropes were not in their hands. AVhy should we (piarrel 
with our own men, our own trusted leaders y That is the reason why I 
have piven notice of our demand in sufficient time and months before to 
sipnifv our (l(‘si»e as rep-ards this matter, so that there mipht be no ques- 
tion of delay or any misapfirehension about it : and we ask our Ministers 
not to be so sensible or nuMlest this time. They must be prepared to mid 
the reserved departments, if nece.s.sary, when the time comes and if they 
fail or hesitate to do that then they will be wantinp in their duty and lose 
our support. And it will be then for us to lend our support to them. 

With the^ie words, I hep to place this motion before tin* House 
for its accej)tance. 1 have made a very modest demand of 10 per cent, 
more than we have piven, namely. Rs. 82-1 lakhs; and that is all 1 earnest- 
ly hope that the members who have pot the true interests of the mother- 
land and of the broken-hearted and de jected people suffering from malaria 
and in every way almost in a wretched condition who require uplifting. I 
hope you will lend your helpinp hand to your suffering brethren in the 
strupple for existence, so that our Ministers may spend more money. 
With these words, I commend niy resolution. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I whole-heartedly sup- 
■esolution. Division of funds is absolutely necessary. Sani- 
^ 'ulture and education are subjects of the nation-building 
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departments. Without funds nothing can be done. We must oxi^it 
first and then think of other things. Yesterday's debate showed what 
amount i.s necessary for efiecting sanitary improvements. The implove* 
ment of the natural drainage of the province requires a large amount 
of money and there are projects ready. We must be piepared to spend 
a large amount for the imprtjvement or rather the restoration id the 
natural drainage of the country. Then we reiiuiie a very large amount 
of money for the supply of good drinking-water. Yesterday m\ friend, 
Dr. Moitra, asked foj’ a grant of Rs. 13 lakhs ; and we see that that atnount 
w'ill be necessary if we riailly are determined to ijiijirove the suj>plv of 
good dnnking-water. Can that be denied P I'lien comes the question 
of medical relief; the eradicating of malaria atul the taking of measuri's 
for suppressing preventible disea.ses are matters which iiMpiire a large 
amount of money. Then (‘(nnes agriculture — though I d(» not jilace 
much importante on theoretical education as regatds agwculture. 
In othei civilised countries, much has been done by the itit i odmt i(»n of 
scientific agriculture; but in India, though she is under the (Govern- 
ment of one of the most ciijilised nations on the face of the caith, agri- 
cultuie is still in its jiriniitive state. Over 9 per cent, in Imba live on 
agiiculture, but what have we done for themj' AVc ha\e done nothing 
funct ically . Tliough in Bengal we spend some amount of money still 
a gieattu' pioportiim of it is swallowed by experiments ami tnivelling 
allowances and high salanes of officials; fmt nothing is sj»ent for tlie 
piacticai improMMiient of agii«nlture. As reganls education, whether 
we should spend much for theoretical education or not oi whether we 
should introdme compulsory education or not, are open (juestions. but 
what is ceitain is ariangements for imparting vocatiimal education are 
urgently needed. I'he question of unemployment and tlie difficulties 
oi the middle classes stare us in the face, h'or these pnijnises we 
reijuire mucli money. It will not do to sa\ that (lie transferred depart- 
ments are getting 3(1 per cent, as, of this, a erore or more is sfM'ni by 
the Public Works Department. It is ordy mytliical and of no jiracticul 
use. For various dejrartments, building wanks are nec<*ssary and ail 
these things taken togethci are .shown as an allotment f»f a very heavy 
sum for the Public Works Department. I do not care if a large amount 
i.s spent by the Piiblii’ Works Department, But wdiat T care fr»r is that 
arrangements should be made firr our existem e. If these things are to 
be done, the question arises how they ran be done. My fricml, 
Mr. Mallik, demands a very modest proportion, viz., per cent, which is 
not much. Out of 10 crores he w'ants a little over 2 eiores for education 
alone. Under the present arrangement, it wonbl recpiiie over a crirre. 
Again, a large amount of money was set apart and was granted by the 
Government of India for the improvement of sunitution — I believe it 
was about a erore or so. Tbi.s year we hav^ however, spent everything 
for purposes of general admini.stratiori, namely, for the maintenance of 
the police and other departments. Tt is not reasonable that in this way 
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Djoricy should be flittered away, and nothing should be done for matters 
which are necessary for the very existence of the people. I congratu- 
late iiiy friend, the mover, that such a proposal has been brought at 
this stag(‘. Before the budget is prepared, let there be a division : let 
us know what amount can be spent in this way, and then we can formu- 
late our proposals, and think of some practical measures for sanitary 
improvements, agriculture and so forth; but do not at the last moment 
say that so much is necessary for police, justice and other things and 
that prac.t jcally nothing can be reserved foi the improvement of educa- 
tion, agncullure and sanitation. So, I think, it is high time that defi- 
nite arrungemenis stiould lie made. We should know what w’e can 
expei’.t for purposes of sanitation, agricultine, education and especially 
for vocational education. Then only can we jiroceed smoothly and we 
can be of some use to the public. Often we aie asked for what earthly 
purpose 'we liave come to the ('ouncil. 1 ( onfess that we can give no 
jirofier refily. We are always faced with a lieavy deficit and we are 
always piessed lor making arrangemt*nts for additional revenue, but 
we can do nothing for measures which cair be of ri'al benefit to the 
people. 

W^ith these obsiuvat ions, I wdiole-heartedly supjiort the resolution. 

Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: When I first went 
through the long list of resolutions (»n the agenda, it stnnk me, that 
most of them, oi at any rate the major poi lion <.f them, were inoiipojfune 
and untiiiielv , and 1 included the lesolution undei discussion amongst 
them. 'I'hat is to say, 1 considered it rather inopjxu tune, because I 
thought that tlie pioptu time tor considering ilie ratio of expenditure 
of public revenues, by the different depai t mciit s. would be the budget- 
time. But i confess. J have changed my mind and m> leasons are these 
for doing so: hirst of all, w'e have no hand in pre|)aiing the budget- 
estimates. and fuitlii'i. we ha\e to gn»p«‘ in (lie dark in di.scovering the 
juincijde on whnh tiie ratio of ex|H*ndilure lietween the transferred 
and reser\ed departments is fixed. East year we were told bv the 
Him’ble the Finance Member that the ratio ot expenditure between the 
traiisfeired and re.served depuitments was 85:1)5. I remember -to have 
said in my budget-speech, that there was nothing to show on what prin- 
ciple that ratio was fixed and the Hon’hle the Finance Member had 
nothing to say with regard to that point. Then, it strikes me, that it 
is really the transferred departments with which we are most concerned; 
they have been de.scribed either seriou.Hly or sarcastically as the “nation^ 
building d«'p«itments.” W’hether we shall he able to build up an 
“ Indian nationality ” or not, it i.s c'ertain, that we mu.st live a.s a race, 
and we cannot allow our people to be decimated by the scourges of 
malaria, choleni, kala-a*ar, etc., or to allow our jieople to die like flies. 
Look at the great infant morBility. that shows that we are a dying race; 
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and it is time we should put forth all possible efforts to save this racp. 
Then, the second point is, that if we have to live like men. i.r., l iviliKed 
human beinj^s, we must have to spread edueatitui and to combal the ’ 
dense illiteracy ot the masses. With regard to •’ I'.dncation,” our 
position is very ludicrous. 1 can*mention tmc instance. Yon all know 
that the Hon'ble Minister in chai^re of Kducation is an amiable and 
accommodatinjj: gentleman. With regard to a Mllaj^e sihool, with 
which I am connected, I broupht to his notiio that the srhool w’as in 
a very bad financial^position on account of the fallin^^^-otl in the number 
of scholars due to the non-co-operation movement and told him that 
it would not at all be difficult foi him to help the st hool uith Its. 1,001) 
or even Its. oOO Do not \ou think, j.rentl(‘nuMi. that it i> '('xtn'iuely 
ridiculous that the Minister in char^^e of Mdiuaition of a juovince like 
Berijjral conld not sjiate even Hs. bOOy 1 afiproached the Directin' of 
I’ublic Instructftni and also the Inspector of Schools and t hus*thron};h 
the uholc riinfj-H oT the ladder, with no bet tin* result. I'hat is the* jHisi- 
tion of “ Education ” and with regard to “ Eiiniarv Education,’’ the 
learned mover has pointed yut our position and I do not think it reciuires 
repetition. Oui jiosition is ridiculous in another wa\ M’e have ^ot 
our popular Mini.st<*is, Init ai'e the.se Ministers rt‘all\ [)f»pulai’ M'hat 
work ^an t}ie> initiate ? What new projects can thc\ take up which 
are calculated to improve the sanitary, educational and iii<lustrial needs 
of the iieopl^}^ What tanj.jible ^-ood can tliev render to the pi'ople, 
to justify themselves^ Keally their position is ])itiahle. Our popular 
Mniisters [lave be< onie urifiofiular. If they had furnls. if they could 
initiate projcct.s, which mi^'^ht be appreciated by thi‘ jieople ; they 
could rajiture the ima^^ination of the people, ami this outrry a^'^ainst 
the “ Reforms ” would have been silenced to a ^neat extent. It is 
said that we have conti-ol over the pur\se; but wliat kind of control have 
we over the pursi*? Now fire jiuise is empty so oui control is ml. If 
the reserved subject. s swallow the main portion of the revenues over 
which we have no coritryl and if item after item j^^oes to the non-voted 
list of the budf^et, if our Ministers have to jmt tlieir demamls at very 
low figures, what is the meaning; of our votinj.r fhe “supplies”? No 
doubt that becomes meanini.fles.s. We are fully alive to fhe ^ood 
intentions of the (Government, hut unless thoH«‘ jrood intentions are 
translated into action, they never catch the imajrination of flie people 
and such intentions are never appreciated. You are aw'are, Sir. and the 
whole House is aware, that when these popnjur Ministers are 
approached by the people for removing any jirrrevance, the only answer 
that the Minister can pive is this: You have to ta.x yourwdves and raise 
loans. (“ Here.” ” here.”) We must raise taxes, if necessary, and we 
are prepared to incur loans, if such hians an* needed, but not lK*forc we 
have spent the last available pie of our revenues for the (food of the 
people, and if there is a deficit, then and then only can we resort to 
loans and taxes; this is the soundest PoliticiJ Economy. We are new 
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c^jncernod with the available revenues, and the question is how the 
available revenues should be disposed of. The Hon’ble the Finance 
Menfber has f^ot to make provisions for maintaining the reserved depart- 
ments and certainly they have to be kept up that is also necessary 
for goijd government and administration of the country. There is a 
good deal of force in that, but it is absolutely necessary, that there 
should be retrenchment all round. The other day His Excellency 
referred to certain items of retrenchment, but I think they do not go 
tt)o far. There should be ruthless retrenchment in all departments, if 
we are to save the situation. We are faced with a huge deficit and 
unless we s(‘t (mrselves about the task of retrenchment and avoidance 
of waslagr, 1 do not know where we should stand. Jt has been pointed 
out })y Halm Kishori Mohan ('haudhuii that last year or rather this 
yeai-, a large amount of money which was earmarked for the nation- 
building' departments, such as education and saniiatiofi, was eaten up 
or swallowed up by the reserved departments. It is for that reason 
alone, that I find that during this session, and the last two sessions, 
motions were prcjposed wjth regard to the lormation of a retrenchment 
committee. Hut those motions never came up before the C’oiiiK’il for 
discussion— unloitunately the\ were balloted ami placed at the bottom 
of the agenda. You know full well that even in England after the 
war, there was a great outcry against wastage, and there was an anti- 
waste campaign. Such a campaign should be mgani^.ed in the jiiovince 
of Hengal and after applying tin* pruning knile to all the departments 
we should .s(*e wheie we stand and then and tluMi (»nly can W(‘ lesoit to new' 
taxes and loans, if m‘c<‘.ssary. Hut if you allow the piesent slate of 
things to ('ontinu(‘, we will starve the nation-building departments, and 
we stop the beneficial projects which are appreciated by the people and 
which will do real good to the people. If we can (airy out those pio- 
jects then and then only can we justify “ ourselves '* befoie the people 
and sa\ a i(*w words in favour of the Itelorms, which have been depre- 
cated by a certain section of the people. In my humble opinion, as Habu 
Ki.shori Mohan (diaudhuri has pointed <nit, my friend, the mover of the 
resolution, has plactnl the ratio rather at a very modest figure. He 
demands 40 per ( ent. for the transferred departments ; 1 think 50 per cent, 
would be the proper figure. However, as in th(‘ last part of the reso- 
lution, he has put down that the expenditure under the reserved depart- 
ments, which are in the hands (^f the Public Works Department should 
be excluded and after excluding that amount, the available revenues 
should be divided into this pn^portion of 40 and GO per cent. 

1 think that if this is done, then what I am going to suggest comes 
to this, the transferred departments will have about 50 per cent, and the 
reserved dc'partments a little over 50 per cent. I cannot vouch for the 
correctness of my sUitement.'' That is my idea if I remember the budget 
discussions of last year. 



192L ] RESERVED ANI^TRANSFERRED SUBJECTS. 


3or 


Then, Sir, it is very curious that not only the country but this 
House too demands more money, on every conceivable subject. I ask 
you to go through the list of resolutions— I am .sure that moat of them 
will not come up for discussion — and you will find that no less than Jl) 
resolutions demand a large amoifnt of outlay ; the rest lieing about 
miscellaneous subjects or subjects dealing with retrenchment. That 
being the case, I would submit that this resolution, which has been 
moved so eloquently by my friend, Mr. Mallik, should be accepted 
whole-heartedly by t|ie House. Of course, 1 d(» not know the mentality 
of the official members with regard to this subject. 

Here the member having reached the time-limit had to resume 
his seat. 

Kumar 8HII| 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: This is really a^ resolu- 
tion which should iiave been moved by our resptmsible Ministers them- 
selves in the sanctum sanctorum of the Heiigal (’abinet and perhaps 
there would have been no occasion of moving it here if we could be 
certain that our own Ministers have properly repri'sented the case of 
their departments. Even this debate they find uninteresting and honour 
us by Jeaving tlie Council lor perhaps a smoke outside, ((’ries of 
“order,” “order.”) It is already the ernl of IS’ovember and the budget 
must have alii*a<ly bi*en drafted. Hut Ijum* the Minist<‘rs disi ussed with 
th(*ir Standing Committet*s or with an> other imonbei even informallv as 
to what amounts aic 1 m* available foi thcii’ dcpartTiK'nts or is it 

moie likel\ liiat thc\ liavt* settled <low n to tlmt {dacid state of content- 
ment that the re.served subjects .sliould have pinuily and they must be 
satisfied with the ciusts and I'rumbs, the refu.se of the high tal>le of the 
re.seiNctl .subjects,'^ .Nfa\ f)e llie liof)b\ of a united fnmt has can led them 
so far. Our Ministers are our representatives and very able representa- 
tives and we Mnceiel.\ liope tliat tfieir ability would not consist in mere 
acquiescence. A\ e expect tliem to strive to secure adecpiute funds for the 
long-neglei ted departments whic h for us liofd in trust. Whenever 
proposals for retrc*nchment emanate from the inrn*imosl circle we have 
alw^ays found that education and sanitation suffer the most, while 
expemses over the police and general administration go cm as merrily 
as ever — rather more merrily. Even under the ancient rc^'gime in the 
prc»-war days, the present transf»‘rred departments used U) get over 
30 fx'r rent, of the total money available. Hut wdien war broke out and 
retrenehinent was the cry, what did we find’" Whal were the depart- 
ments most retrenched — education and sanitation. The proportion 
allotted fell to almut 20 per cent., while the money spent on the police 
went on mounting. It i.s a sad lesson wc* have learnt. And we are 
afraid that now again when money is sc-arce and retrenchment must be 
talked of in high quarters, these ever suffering departments may suffer 
once more. In supporting this resolution I do not so much support 
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the very wording as their import. It is quite possible that the alloca- 
tion of the exact proportion may not be feasible or practicable. More 
may be given or a little less. But the principle underlying must be 
adhered to and Huffi(;ient funds must be made available for the depaii;- 
incnt.s whicli have been transferred *to our resi)on8ible Ministers. 

Mr. BUOY PR08AD SINGH ROY: I ii>t of all ] must congratulate 
the lion’ hie inembei for placing this resolution ludore the House and I am 
sure that in doiiig so he v(»i(‘es the ojnnion of the whole country. It is 
no use denying the fact that the liumt unnatural and injudicious distri- 
bution (if the dejiartments ot tlie (iovprijiiK'iit intf) transferred and 
reserved fjuhjects has been the ino.st vulnerjihle })oint in the constitution 
and th(* o])}>on<*nts of the new constitution ha\e directed thcdi’ strongest 
criiicisiiis against this system. The most important dejtartments of the 
(jovernyient such as the defiartTuents of sanitation, education, 
industries and agriculture have been tiansfeiied to ouf Ministefs. These 
are nation-building departments as th(‘ hon'ble niembeis moie than once 
re*peated, but th(*seare the departnuuits whiejj have luuui Tiiost neglected. 
We, thu rej)resentatives cd’ the jcecqde. demand in theii name that this 
indifference must n<»t be continued. I am glad that reaction has already 
set in. WTienever the Minister in clmrge of the ])ei)artn)ent of (sanita- 
tion is a|)proached with any proposal to take any steji against malariji, 
he at once say.s — “Let me have money and I shall drive out malaria.” 
We all* not prc’pared to listen to these sorts of answers any more. Monc'v 
must be placed at his dispo.sal. It is no use talking of schemes and of 
jireveiilive measures without money. Money must come, })iit where 
shall i' come from? From the nation? ” No. we are alnaidy ov(‘r* 
taxed.” We are an impovei ishod nation. Wo must not be taxed 
again. The next alteinative is the retrenchment of our expenditure oi 
a judicious distribution and readjustment of our revenues. Money must 
come from the favourite departmc'nts of (lovernment — the re.served 
departments. If the Government wants to make the Reforms Scheme 
a real success, they must join hands with us, the representatives of the 
peojile. They must help us in strengthening the nation-building depart- 
ments and convincing the people* outside that the aim of the Legislative 
('nuiK’il and of the Government is one and the same — the moral and 
material advancement of the people of Bengal. 

With these words, I beg to .support this re.solution, which I do think 
is not feasible in pr^ictice but I support it on principle. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: It is with feelings 
almost akin to a pang that I rise to oppose the resolution which has been 
moved by my hon’ble friend. Babu Surendra Nath Mallik. Everybody 
n»alises the urgent nece.s.sitv for education, sanitation, medical relief, 
public health, industries, and I almost said agriculture. Everybody 
knows that enough is not spent on these departments, and we could do 
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more and do with much iimrc — and there remains no douhl in any itin- 
science that we reiiuire all the money we can >wallow. Jtut it seems to 
me that the remedy does n<»t lie in our |mssin^ resolutnms lixiiijr a per* 
centage, but showing where too much is being spent, and where we cun 
retrench so that more nu»ney may be available for the Ministers. I am 
only too sure that the Ministers will be j>rcjKiied io laiil the leserxetl 
departments, and I am not so cert ;i in that the\ have mU attemptcMl to do 
HO already. But while ne ask J(»r monc\ toi tlie tvausicircd dcpai t ni(*nt > 
and for irrigatitui ai^^l famine relief, which by some fnnik still lemain 
reserved subjects, while we demand immes for what we call “oursi'Kes,” 
I cannot imagine how we can choose (o toigcU that the cost of general 
administration and administration of justice, jails, jadiccM tor<*sts, 
stamps, land revenue, jiensions, stationery, etc., have still to be !m*t and 
the w'ork in these dej>arlments has .still to be earned on— ami I (*annot. 
bring myself roirtid to considei- that lhe.se ch-pai t ments do not fcMin j»art 
of the great ‘ ‘our.selves.” Mou*over, among the itcons of c'lpendit ure 
on the side of the reseived dejiartnicnts there are jicnsions to the tune 
of 44 lakhs and the assignment to the (foveu nment of India to the tune of 
a ( lore and a half w hich natuially raises the peicentagc* and whic h, I take 
it, wc‘ have to submit to, whelloM' we wish it or not, I muni not cjiiote 
tacts and figure.-^, but it ma\ not be out ot place' to jaunt out hc'tc that 
there has been an increase of expenditure on (‘ducation, medical relief, 
public', health,* industries and agricultuie cd the* sum of IN lit lakhs, 
IS lakhs, 10 lakhs. lakhs ami ‘U l.ckhs. ic^ptM t i\ cl\ infinih'simal. no 
doubt, for our needs but such a'' s|»eak wcdl ten tin* giabbing tc'mlem ies 
of the Minister evinced so soon altei the apjioinl memt to tbeir otlicc. On 
tlie side of the re.served departments the mam incic'asc's arc' IN. TA laklis 
on watc’i’wavs which we welccmie, cd Ks. lakhs on the jadice that we 
deplore, condemn and otherwise .susj»ect ami Icj investigate which a com- 
mittee is sitting, and on the miscellarieons side* of Ks. 04 lakhs wdiich 
repre.sent the increase of pay to ministerial offic ers jmd that mysterious 
tei'in — Home (’harges. The dejuiitinent of the adrnmistrat icui of justice 
also comes in for its .share of Ks. 0 lakhs on a ^enc'ial exjiemlitnie of 
Ks, 1,38,40,000. 3die figures alarm us and w ith our waning confidence* in 
the priiK'iples of justice as admiiii.stered in Bengal, it is a sum that 
scarcely seems commensurate witli the aclvantages we cbvsire from it. 
^Nevertheless, it seems to me that the sole way to solve the prohlcm is to 
suggest retren('hments by means of responsible cornrnitteeM and ronf(*r- 
ences on the side of the re.served departments and even of .some transfer- 
red departments and take hold of all the surjilns that w'o can possibly 
rake in — we may even try our best to apjiortionate the surplus which is 
not yet ours, but which we are eagerly looking forward to. This may 
give even more than 40 per (ent. or may give ns less. We cannot pos- 
sibly fix a percentage without our making definite alb*gations and showing 
how we can realise the percentage. I feel sure that with such lynx-eyed 
members as Baba Surendra Nath Mallik amongst us, Government will 
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not he able to feed departments already overfed and the Ministers them* 
selves on the pain of a vote of censure will be on the watch to protect our 
interests. Therefore, Sir, much as we sympathise and ardently sym- 
pathise with the spirit of the resolution, much as we should like to 
increase the percentage, if possible fhom 40 t(» SO per cent., and yet find 
and say that that is not enough, w^e cannot possibly siij)port the resolution 
as it stands. I only wish that this resolution had been of a nature of a 
recommendation, and a strong recommendation to Government so to 
adjust finances that more is given to transferred departments than has 
been accorded to them hitherto. Members have acknowledged fliat it is 
not feasible — in fact, 1 am not far wrong if I consider that Babu Surendra 
Nath Mallik is one of the very f(‘W who believes in it ■whole-heartedly 
and it is scarcely up to us to j)ass a resolution whic'h we fed cannot bte 
put into practi(;e. 

Babtl SURENDRA NATH MALLIK; I rise to a point of order. lie 
has absolutely no right to say that I do not belicwe in it. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY; I am afniid he has 
not followed me. I said that he is one of the very few who believes in 
it. To those members who think like me that we ought to pass only 
such resolutions as can be put into prac tice and that we are prejiared to 
back th(»se rc'solutions with our whole might, if indeed the Reformed 
(h)uncil jioHsesses any might at all, suc h as might force the (iovernment 
to ac'ce}>t them, then. Sir, to such of us as are piepared to vindicate the 
honour and prestige of the ('ouncil and to see that its mandate's are 
obeyed, there is no course o])en but to op])ose the resolutictn logretting 
intensely all the while that we have to do it, as we are in entire sympathy 
witli tlu' spirit which underlies it. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I welcome this 
resolution. It is a veuy important one and ought to be dealt with very 
carefully. When we come to the' ('ouncil, we tormulate our resolution, 
press them upon the attention of the ('ouncil with a hope that they should 
be carried. Many resolutions have been accejited by (iovernment and 
also carried in this ('ouncil, but in the tc'iins of the CaJeutta Review, 
they are so many pious wishes and nothing more than that. What is 
the reason of thisy Wc ascuibe it to one fact only, namely, that tho 
financ'es of (iovernment are weak, and therefore, these resolutions are 
of no weight at all. I hud been in the old Counc il and I am also in this 
Council. Over and over again we are bringing to the notice of the 
Council and to that of Oovernment that some effective steps .should be, 
taken when we put forward our re.soluticms. Thc‘ resolutions theimselves 
are many in number and what do they incuin? They mean so many 
grievances on tlie part of the people and they are not likely to be redress- 
ed unless there is sufficient money in the hands of Government. Two 
courses are left to us ; first the money on the receipt side must be increas- 
or we should retrench the expenditure, but in doing so we meet with 
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Bcveral difficulties. In preparing? our bud^^et, we experience them most^ 
But may we not at the same time ask Government to find some money as 
has been suggested by Babu Rurendra Nath Mallik ? L<‘t \is consider for 
one moment where the difficulty lies in meeting his wishes. Our budgets 
are framed on the traditional lines, hnt cannot some iinpiovtunent be 
effected by adjusting our finances in a prosier way? Oan we not provide 
for 40 per cent, as has been suggested? Is there any diHiculty in the 
way? If we look to the budget of expenditure one cannot disagree with 
me that the object ca»n be attained by a little careful adjustment of esti- 
mates. 

The other day I moved in the Council a resolution for the encourage- 
ment of vocational education: it was accepted very kindly hy tile learned 
Minister in (“harge of I'ldm iit ion, hut nhal ellect has heen jujiven (o it ? A 
m(‘re pious wish on tlo' paH of a Minister or on the ]»urt of Government 
will not bo sufficient for that purpose. Kvery one knows that it is 
highly necessary that vocational education amongst the peof>le should 
bo encouraged but ther<‘ is great difficulty (as I find from prac tical 
e.xperience) in meeting the nVme\ that is recpiired. So the resolutinii has 
ended in a pious wish and nothing more, hut if money can he secured by 
an appe^al to the Minister, flie w ish would ha\e been materialised. When 
I put the resolution before the Council, 1 was tedd that effect would hi' 
given to it. My friend, Hahn Amulya Dlmne Addy, asked the learned 
Minister whether effec t would be given immediately or not, the Minister 
was not in a position to answer the (juestion, and simply .said as soon as 
funds were available. Why did he .say so? I do not blame him for it. 

1 mj»<ithi.se av ith him. 

Now, Sir, look to the (juestion of irrigation. You will be surprised 
to li(*ur fiom me that only Sd,7d{) scjuaie miles are under canal irrigation, 
but compare it with the figures in other piovinces. What is the reason 
for the great difference? 

In Goveriinienf n-sedution we notice that improvements are needed 
in the Agricultural and also in the Sanitatiem Department. Nothing 
practical has heen done. 1 must thank the llon’hle Minister for taking 
steps in this direction, although tho.se steps are only on paper, and nothing 
more than that. Communication to the subordinate officers or a lecture 
on the subject will not satisfy the people or will not satisfy us. What- 
ever subject I am to touch upon I find that no improvement has vet 
been effected and what is the chief cause? Want of jnoney. 

Eveiy^ member who has s|K)ken was in favour of more money Iwing 
set apart for the u.se of the transferred department. What is the 
universal complaint? A want of money. I need not dilate on the 
subject, but I can say emphatically, categorically and affirmatively that 
Government should take immediate steps jn this connection to meet 
public opinion. Babu Rurendra Nath Mallik comes forward with a very 
modest proposal, and it is for Government and the meml>ers of the 
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Council, both official and non-official, to give their best attentwa to his 
resolution and to consider whether his suggestions are acceptable or 
not* Are we to be told that this very modest amount of money cannot 
be 8jmr(id for utilisation on the nation-building departments? Unless 
you do that you can have no chance of satisfying the public. 

Now, let us look to the most irai)ortant of all questions — Education. 
Can it be said that everything possible is done for the furtherance of this 
great object? l^eople comidain that the salaries of high officers, who 
least need it, have been raised, but was it not your duty to increase the 
pay of the junior ministerial officers proportionately to tlie increase of 
the pay of the superi(»r officers? There is a universal complaint that 
(iovernmeni caiirntt find money inasmuch as money has been diverted 
to increase the pay of the members of the Indian Civil Service. I am 
speaking frankly in this (youncil and stating w’hat is really the popular 
belief. *This (lovernment did its best to explain our financial position to 
ih(* (lov(‘rnm(‘nt of India, but wdiat <'am<" out of it? The result has 
been very discouraging ifubasl, and, in cons(‘quence, you cannot move 
an inch. Hut that (l<a*s not Indf) matteis at all, hen we go back, 
what shall we sa.\ to oiii constituency in the district? The universal 
conqdaint is tliat tin* Rebuined Coum il is doing nothing, and our iiialul- 
ity to fimuKM' the si hemes whicii are approved of^ind passed by the Council 
lends a countenance to this accusation. 

It is for th(‘se reasons that 1 have spoken rather warmly before the 
('ouncil to-day, I whob‘-heai tedly suj)(>ort the resolution whicli has 
been moved so (‘locjuently with facts and figures by mv friend, H.ibu 
Surendra Nath Mallik. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the HorPble 
Mr, Kerr): I am afraid I must begin by <le‘'cribing Mr Mallik’s resolu- 
tion as gt:ncl\ iincon'.t it ut loiial I do not sup|)ose the adjeidivc will 
triglitcn him. but I shall go on to .show that it is so umamstitiitional 
that it would be impracticable t(* carry out under the consliiutitm as 
it stands. In effect this resolution is a propo.sal for a sejmrate purse 
and I need not remind the Council that the pro}>o.sal — the members who 
have read tlie discussion in connection with th«‘ Reforms Scheme km»w-- 
for a sc|jaratc pinsc was considered vcr\ carefully by all the authorities 
which dealt w iili the drawing up of the detaihs of the Reforms Scheme 
and w as eventuall\ rejected b\ rurliament. The sejmrate pursr* scheme 
was based on the theor\ that the Ministers should be given a certain 
share in th(‘ rcvciim's (»f the |>ro\imt‘and then told to do as Imst they 
could with it ; th<‘ nvst of the monev was to be lest'rved for the reserved 
dejiarlments. 'I’hat selnum* was rejected mainly ow’ing to the opposi- 
tion, displaced towards it b) Indian opinion, and Parliament, in its 
wisdom, has .started us off on a joint-purse sy.stem under which the 
money required f(»r the various departments, whether transferred or 
reserved, is put into the budget according to the derision of both sides 
of Government sitting together. Under the statutory rules ^tho 
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DevohitMn Buies — ^under which we are workin^;f, the franunj? of th^ 
Budget proposals for expenditure in regard to transferred and 
reserved departments is a matter for agreement between that |>arl of 
Government which is res|K)nsible for the administration of the trans- 
ferred subjects and tliat |mrt of (lovernment which is res|K>n8ible for 
the administration of the reserved subjects: luul, hitherto, in 
the Bengal Government we have l)een able to work in accordam e 
with the provisions of those rules. When we were framing the 
budget last year and when we have been framing the supplementary 
estimates from time to time we sat together — the MemlnTs of the 
Executive Council and the Ministers — and discussed the ivlative urgency 
of various schemes for which demands were put forward by tlft^ various 
departnumts. We adjusted the demands to the money axailable and 
then we came to a decision^ as to the demands which wtu'e to he pla<'t‘d 
before the Councfl for provision of funds. I’lider these circuin.ftances, 
I was astounded to hear Babu Nibaran Chandra Das Gufita say that 
the Ministers had no hand in the jireparation of tln' budget. 'I'lie 
functions of the Legislativtv Council in regard to the budget aie also 
goM'ined hy the statute. No memh<‘r of the li<‘gislative C-oiiucil, no 
member of th(‘ House of ('ommoris is able to initiate any projKiHal for 
exiH>ndihire. The function of a nuunher of the House of (\)mmons and 
a member of this Council is to decide whether the demands that an* 
j)ut hetore them hy (i{»\<TnTnent are to be granted or not. Wtdl. as 
I said, that is the wa> we ha^e fiamed our bmlgi't hitluTto by discussing 
the (honands of the \afioiis depaitmenls at a joint meeting of Members 
and Ministeis. This is the procedure which tin* Devidution Rules 
1 oritenifilate. There is. ef couise. a further rule that if the Governin' is 
s.itisfi<Ml that there is no hop(‘ of agieement within a reasonabh* time 
laMaeen the Members of his l-.x<*cuti\e Council on the one hand, ami 
the Ministe!> on the othei. as to the allotnumt of funds In'twaum 
reserMsl and tiari.sfei re<l d(*pai t meni s, tli(‘ (lovernor may allorati* tln‘ 
re\enues and balaiiees of tie* prpvmoe between reserved and trarihfiMied 
subj<*cts by spe<ifving the fractional pro|Mutions of the n‘venues and 
balances which shall be assigned to ea<‘h class of subjects. 1 
ch> not know whether Mr. Mallik has any proposal of that kind in 
bis mind, hut I imagine that a Govenior who had to take action 
under this rule would find himself in a somewhat difficult [Kisition. It 
would not Ih? possible for him at all events to take 40 p€‘r cent, or any 
other percentage a priori, hut he would have U* judge on their meriU, 
the relative needs of the various departments just as the Members and 
Ministers do at present at a joint m(*eting preaided over by Hia 
Excellency the Governor. 

My first point then is that this resolution contemplates a procedure 
in the matter of the framing of our budget which is not permissible 
Boder the statutory' rules which have been prescribed for us by I'arliu- 
luent. 
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^ My next proposition is that this system of working by percenta^res 
as between the reserved and transferred departments of Government n 
not* only unconstitutional but also unsound. I ‘ think it was Lord 
Randolph Churchill, a former Chancellor of the Exchefjuer, who said 
that he hated decimals, because he could not understand the dots. 
Well, I hate percentap^es because it seems to me that they are very 
misleading and tend to take us away from actual facts. That is partly 
cularly the case in regard to the percentages which have been quoted 
in reference to the allocation of funds between tra/isferred and re8er\’ed 
departments. The Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler dealt with that point* 
very fully in his speech during the budget debate. 1 w'ould only remind 
the Council that Government as a whole is one, and the finances of the 
province as a whole are one, and it only confuses issues and raises false 
issues if we talk of arbitrary proportions and percentages between 
reserved and transferred subjects. As Sir Henry said— 

Ttio fact rcmaina Uiat the reserved subjects are those up^ui which very largdy the 
whole structure of (Jovornnient rests and that tliey aie of as equal inijHirtunce to 
those in charge of the transferred subjects as tu the Meinl)er.s of the Executive 
Council and indeed to all members of the Legislative Council also. 

Ho went on to deprecate the t(‘ndencv to vi(‘w the (luestion of finance as 
one of distinct sides. It will be admitted that there are certain items 
of expenditure wliich it is essential for any civilised Government to 
undertake*. There is the (juestion of police, the (ouits, the magistracy, 
and so on. These, it is inevitable, must have tlie first claim cn the 
revenues of Government. Whether Government have jirovided too much 
for objects of that kind is altogether a diflcKUit matter, but it must be 
admitted that in allocating revmnn's. we must iud\i(le for the elementary 
dutic's of a civilised Government. 

^fr. Mallik calls our (*xisting allocation unjust. T went into that 
(Hn*vtioii during the last luidget debate, and 1 showed that we had to 
takt‘ ov(‘r tin* administration as it stood on tin* day when the new Govern-: 
nienl was formed. AVe could not at that time begin by cutting down 
the items of expenditure on the reserved sidt* of (lovernment and starting 
a whole lot of new schemes on the transferred side AVe took over the 
Gov(*rnment as a going concern, and we had to keep it going. That i.s 
the basis on whii h the budget of the ciment year has been framed and is 
being administered. I would only notice one other remark of Mr. Mallik 
that the budget is all ey(‘-wa.sh in regard to the treatment of Public Works 
expenditure. It is not eye-wash at all. The budget is built up on 
certain heads which are prescribed by the Comptroller-General. The 
Public Works Department is administered by a Minister who is respon- 
sible for the pxixmditure — whether that expenditure is incurred on 
police buildings or on schools or on hospitals or anything else. It is 
exjienditure on the transfeifed side and must appear on the transferred 
side. Nobody who understands the principles on which a budget is 
prepared could raise any reasonable objection to this and it saems to me 
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that it is rather drawing a red herring across the trail to call onr simplef 
%on€'st budget eye-wash. 

Now, what are the arguments to which we have listened to-night 
from nearly every speaker who has dealt with the subject ? 1 think 
they may be very briefly Imiled down into two pro{K)sition8. The first 
is that the transferred departments want more money. With that I 
heartily agree; no one knows it better than I do: for owing to our 
present financial stringency, I am constantly ciunpelled to turn down the 
demands of Ministers for most excellent schemes in the transferred 
departments. Tlie second proposition, howevei-. is that tlie money 
which is required can be found by re<lu< ing the grafds of the resiTved 
4 lej)artments, To that prcjposition, I am afraid. I am unabh' to give my 
assent and I shall endeavoxir to give my reasons to the ('ouncil. As to one 
of the main reasons why w« find it diflicult to agree to this i)rojH>Hition, 
Habu Kishori Moli^n {'haudhuri has supplied .) very good illus*l ration. 
He demands in the first jdace Id cnues foi sanilaticui and then goes on to 
ask for unnumbered crores for agncultun* and industries, uiu*mployment 
of the middle classes, and s(f on. fiooking into the budget you will find 
that the Id crores which he wants for sanitation considerabls cxccimIs f»ur 
annual income. So it is obviou.s that at any rate W(‘ cannot find tin* money 
that Kishori Babu wants by raiding the reservo<l departments. Conse- 
(juently. the reinedv suggt*sted in the resolution is of no use to Kishori 
Babu and to peo[)l»‘ who think like him. 1’h(» (k>uncil may ask me what 
we can do for people who feel ho!u*stly that they are not doing their duty 
b\ the country owing to the want of funds. 1 am afrai<l, I can only (juote 
the authors of the Beforms Scheme and ref<‘r sucli p(*ople to the Montagu- 
("helmsford Uep(»rt where this point was <liscussed. d’he authors of the 
repoi t said that they looked foiward to an enormous ex|)ansion of the 
activities of (lover nment in all direct irms when the Reforms S( lienie came 
into f<irce. hut they ad<h*<i — 

We are Iwund to recogniHe that in tune new taxation will lx* neivsHiiry. (or no 
coiKtyvablo economies can finance the new developnients whirJi are Ui lio 
anticipated. 

That 1 am afraid is the only answer that can be given to the views which 
have b«*en ex[»res.sed by the majority of the sjx‘akers this evening. 
Mr. Mallik is more mod(*st. He has only asked for a little tiifle which he 
thinks will come to about 95 lakhs, hut which I think will really come to 
more — probably H crores; however, that is a matter of iletail. Anyhow, 
1 want to get away from these ariiioving percentages. In bard figureii 
Mr. Mallik wants the reserved side of Government to be rut (o the extent 
of a crore or a cror«»and a half and that amount tri be placed at the dispo- 
sal of the tramsferred departments. Now Mr. Mallik has had sfime exjie- 
rience of retrenchment committees and hr* also liad some opportunities, 
during his visit to Simla, of studying the details of our financial position, 
and I should be surprise^d to learn that be is prepared to justify an imtne- 

V 
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diato retrenchment of one crore of rupees or so in the reserved depart- 
jnents. I think he understands, as well as any other member of this 
House;, that retrenchments in large and important services such as the 
l>olice, the magistracy, and so forth, qa^not be effected by a stroke of the 
pen. Mr. Suhrawurdy has indicated the proper measures for dealing with 
questions of retrenchment of this kind, and it is a fact, as is known to 
the Council, that these measures have already been initiated. There is an 
important committee sitting at the present moment dealing with 
questions of retrenchment in the Police Departmfnt. When that com- 
mittee are going to produce their report 1 do not know; but if they can 
effect any retrenchment in the Police Department, the money thus 
saved will be available for other departments. But that money is not 
yet in sight. On the other hand, we have been doing some retrenchment 
w'oik ourselves. As His Excellency told tho Council the other day, We 
have betui driven to the course not merely of considering but of actually 
bringing retrenchments into force oursidves. He told the Council that 
we have decided to cut the budget of next year by Rs. 89 lakhs as 
compared with the budget of the current 'year. The Standing Com- 
mittees will have an opportunity of seidng the departmental budgets 
according to the rules, and it will be open to them to make any suggestion 
that they can for further retrenchments, and I, for one, would be glad 
to have suggestions for any feasibb* m<*asures of retrencliinent 
that the Standing (^unmittees or anybody else may put forward. Out 
of this sum of Rs. 89 lakhs which we have already decided to retrench 
next year, it may interest the Council to know that no less than 71 per 
cent, is made up (d retrenchments in the reserved deparments, that is, 
treating the Public Works Department on tlie lines indi<‘ated in the re- 
solution. The retrenchment of Rs. 40 lakhs whieli we are making owing 
to our decision to take u}) no new buildings nexi year would b(‘ divided 
between the transferred and re.served (h‘pai timuils according to the 
jirogramme of buildings. Ijcaving out the pi ogi amine of buildings 
altogether, S’i per cent, of the retrenchment is on account of reJterved 
subjects and 17 per cent, on account of transferred subjects. I think 
the Ministers will agree that we are treating the transferred depart- 
ments very lilMually in the matter of retreiuhinent next year. I further 
claim that we treated them as fairly as we possibly could in framing 
our original budget and in framing our supplementary estimates in 
the course of the year. That, 1 think, shows our willingness to accept 
the principle that the transferred departments do require more money 
and that it is our business to provide more money for them if we possibly 
can. I claim that we have taken action to help the transferred depart- 
ments as much as we {x^ssibly can, and that is probably the principle for 
which Mr. Mallik is contending. But I cannot accept the resolution as it 
stands, because in tbe firs\ place, it is unconstitutional and cannot be 
put into practical effect ainder the Devolution Rules by which we are 
bound, and in the second place, it demands the reduction of expenditure 
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on certain departments, which aie technically reserved deptutmeuts \ 
which 1 should prefer to call essential departments, to a much gi'oai 
extent than we can undertake or than it is reasouahle to ex|H*ct us 
undertake, lor this reason, 1 aiu«sony 1 cannot accept the resolutio 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: At the outset, 1 desire t 
si»y that 1 wtd(‘ome this resolution and welcome the discussion that ha 
ensued on it. 1 havcjust had the great pleasuie ot listening to the inter 
esting observations that have lallen fitun the ilon’ble Mr, Kerr, tlu 
Finance Member. As tar as 1 have been able to follow him, 1 find him 
to be of the opinntii that the jiroposal of Mi. Mallik is gravely •unconsl i- 
tutional. 1 do not know whethei this lescdution in any wa\ militates 
against any principle that has been laid down in the report of the Joint 
Committee of PaWiament. which must be tak»Mi as the basis of ou^ consti- 
tution. Tluui he thinks that we should e(»nsnlei the (loveininent purse 
as a wlnde, and not divided in two parts. I do not think that this pro- 
]>osal in any wa\ suggests tjiat we should h.ive two puis(*N, oi that the 
(fovernnieiit really thinks it is ieall\ divitled intit two pails, tme a 
popular (Jo\ernment and the othei bureaucialic ( bivei nmeni . ll is not 
perhajis* good to divide the purse in that wa\ . The pin se s( ill remains the 
same, but there will be the allocation, and an allocation has been made 
in the budget ^hat so mm h is foi <‘Xj)endiluie on the Itansfeiied depart- 
ments and so much tor the reseiveil (h>part menis ; ami I do not think 
that if we ask toi a certain amount of increase or (in* tiaiisfe? id a lertaln 
sum from the reserved departments in oidei to replenish the funds of the 
transfeiHMl depai I men! s. that in an\ wa> suggests the division of the 
[luise into two foi the two blanches ol (fo\ernmenl, I take it in tliis 
wa\. Sup|)ose theie ale two biotheis ni a joint laniil,\ lh«*y have to meet 
their e.xpenditure separatel\, the liead of the family allots a certain sum 
to h brother sej)arutel,\ , I do not tliink it can be contended that there 
are two pluses lioiii whii h the nnuiev launes. As far as I understand the 
j)osition, we have at present Rs. 3 crores 27 lakhs allotted to tlie trans- 
feired departments; added to this is Hs. (it) lakhs toi I'ubln Works which 
is spent separately by the I’ublii’ Works Department in ccmnection wdth 
items relating tt» the transferred subjects, that comes to Rs. 4 crores 
TS lakhs and if a further 10 jter cent, of the total revenue be added to it, 
it will be about Rs. 1 crore, though I understand from the Hon’ble Mr. 
Kerr that it may come to R». 1 crore 50 lakhs — that comes to Rs, 5 crores 
78 lakhs, laking the revenue at 10 crores 47 lakhs, it comes to a little 
over half the sum, but I think having regard to the fact that the (loverii- 
ment is divided into two, even if we have half the sum allotted, no 
injustice wdll he done to the reserved departments localise 1 think if will 
he admitted that it is the intention that (he^wo departments should lie 
run successfully. The transferred departments, whh h have been brought 
into existence for, aud w hich, it is the intention of the (Jovcrnnieia should 
succeed in their endeaToum in nation-building, should be placed at least 

r, X m 
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diate retrenchment of one crore of rupees or so in the reserved depart- 
jiients. 1 think he understands, as well as any other member of this 
Houm(*, that retrenchments in large and important services such as the 
police, the magistracy, and so forth, i;annot be effected by a stroke of the 
pen. Mr. Suhrawardy has indicated the proper measures for dealing with 
questions of retrencbment of this kind, and it is a fact, as is known to 
the Council, that these measures have already been initiated. There is an 
important committee sitting at the present moment dealing with 
questions of retrenchment in the Police Departmfnt. When that com- 
mittee are going to produce their report 1 do not know; but if they can 
effect any retrenchment in the Police Dejiartraent, the money thus 
saved will be available for other departments. But that money is not 
yet in sight. On the other hand, we have been doing some retrenchment 
work ourselves. As His Excellency told tlu>b ('ouncil the t)ther day, We 
have lieen driven to the course not merely of considering but of actually 
bringing retrenchments into force ourscdves. He told the Council that 
we have decided to cut the budget of next year by Rs. 89 lakhs as 
compared with the budget of the current 'year. The Standing Com- 
mitti'es will have an opportunity of seeing the departmental budirets 
according to the rules, and it will be ojkui to them to make any suggestion 
that they (uin for further retrenchments, and I, for one, would be glad 
to have suggestions for any feasible measures of retrenchment 
that the Standing (Committees or anybiMly else may put forward. Out 
of this sum of Rs. 89 lakhs which we have already decided to retrench 
next year, it may interest the Council to know that no less than 71 per 
cent, is made up of retrenchments in the rescrv(‘d deparments, that is, 
treating the Public Works Department (ui the lines indicated in the re- 
s(dution. The retreni hment of Rs. 40 lakhs which we are making owing 
to our decision to take up no new Imihlings next year would be divided 
lad ween the tran,sferre<l and le.serveil depaitmeiits according to the 
ju'ogramme of buildings. licaving out the programme of buildings 
altogether, 88 per cent, of the retrenchment is on account of re.^erved 
subjects and 17 per cent, on account of transferred subjects. I think 
(he Ministcus will agree that we are treating the transferred de])art- 
ments very liln'rally in the matter of retrenchment next year. I further 
claim (hut we treated them as fairly as we possibly could in framing 
our original budget and in framing our supplementary estimates in 
the course of the year. That, I think, shows our willingness to accept 
the principle that' the transferred departments do require more money 
and that it is our business to provide more money for them if we possibly 
can. I claim that we have taken action to help the transferred depart- 
ments as much as we possibly can, and that is probably the principle for 
which Mr. Mallik is contending. But I cannot accept the resolution as it 
stands, because in the firsa place, it is unconstitutional and cannot be 
put into practical effect ainder the Devolution Rules by which we are 
hound, and in the second place, it demands the reduction of expenditure 
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on certain departments, which are technically reserved dei>iirtiuenta 
which I should prefer to cull essential departments, to a miuh gr^ 
extent than we cun undertake or than it is reasonable to exjK^ct us 
undertake. For this reason, I am.sonv 1 cannot ac cept the resoluti 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: At the outset. J desire 
say that 1 welcome this resolution and welcome the discussion that 1 
ensued on it, 1 have^iist hud the great pleasure ot listening to the int 
esting observations that have fallen from the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr, i 
Finance Member. As fm as I havi- been able to follou him. 1 find h 
to be of the opinion that the prop(»sal ol Mi. Mallik is graveh •uinon.- 
tutional. I do n(»t know whether this resolution in any wav inilita 
against any principle that has been laid down in the report of the .loi 
Committee of PaWiament . w'hich must be takcoi as the basis of oupcons 
tution. 1 hen he thinks that we shoiihl eonsuh*! (he (tovernnient pui 
as a whole, and not divided in two parts. I do imt think that this pi 
posal in any was suggests tjial we should ha\c‘ tw(> ]>uises, oi (hat f 
(i(oernnient reall\ thinks it i> ivii\\\ divided into two paits. one 
f»oi)ular (;o\ei nnient and iheothei buieamiatie ( bo cu nmc-nt It is n 
peihajis* good to divide the |»urse in that wa\ . Thv puise still leniains t 
sann*. but there will be (he alio, at nm, and an allocation h.is bc-en mai 
in the budget That so much is foi <>.\pendi( ui e on the transicuied depai 
inents and so much foi the reseived ch pai t imuit s ; and I do not tlnr 
that it we ask for a certain amcmnt cd‘ inei(*ase oi the* transfei of a eerta 
sum from the reseioed dejiaitmenls in oidei to lejdc-nish the fucnls of tl 
tiansf(*ried depai t ment s. that in an\ way suggests the division of t| 
pulse into two foi the two branches of (to\ernment. I take it in th 
was Suppose theieaic' two brothers .n a Joint lamd\ thc>v ha\e to me 
then expenditure sejiarat cd \ , the hc*ad of the familv allots a c <*r(ain su 
tc» eac h brother sejmnitely, 1 do not think it can be contended that the* 
are two purses from whic h the money comes. As far as I understand tl 
position, we have at juesent Rs. eioies 1?7 lakhs allotted to the* Iran 
fei red deiiai t inc*n( s ; added to (his is Rs. (iP lakhs foi Public Woiks w hie 
is sjeent sej>aratel\ hy the* Public- Works Department in eonm*e(ion wit 
iteitis relating to the- transfei led Hubjeets, (hat comes to Rs. 4 erori 
7S lakhs and if a further IP |>er cent, of (he total revcuiue be added to i 
it will be about Rs. 1 crore, though I understand from the HoiPble M 
Kerr that it may <-oine to Rs. 1 crore 50 lakhs — that come.s to Rs. 5 crort 
78 lakhs. Taking the n veiiiie at 10 crores 47 lakhs, it c omes to a litti 
over half the* sum, but I think having regard to the fuc t that the (ioverii 
ment is divided into two, even if we have half the sum allotted, n 
injustice wdll l»e done to the reserved departments bc'c ause I think it wil 
l>e admitted that it is the intention that (he Jwm departnicuits should b 
run successfully. The transferred departments, whic h have Wen hrough 
into existence for, aud which, it is the intention of the Govc‘rnmeiit shouli 
Hucceed in their andea Fours in nation-building, should be placed at leas 
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fn the same position as the reserved departments. It .seems to me that 
40 per cent, which Babu Surendra Nath Mallik has proposed, is not the 
sum to which we should definitely commit ourselves, although I welcome 
the proposal in the sense that it has raised this question for the considera- 
tion of Government and it will ultin^ely lead to fair and equitable dis- 
tribution of the money at the disposal of the common fund. I think we 
might consider the financial position of the country and of the Govern- 
ment from another point of view, and that is this: that this Rs. 1 crore 
for sanitation will not be at all sufiicient for the work which has been 
entrusted to th(‘ llon’ble Minister. All that is now required is that a 
certain sum of money should be placed at the disposal of the transferred 
departments in order to enable Government to raise loans to finance 
projects of sanitation, education, irrigation, etc. The llon’ble Mr. Kerr 
has adumbrated the i(h‘a of extra taxation; li this sugg(*stion is accepted 
— but f am afraid that the wdiole country will raise the utmost opposition 
to this projiosal, as it wdll make the Reforms most unpojiular — there is 
sure to be some surplus. Nothing will make the Reforms iiioic un- 
popular as the j)roposal for the imjiosititm of additional taxation at the 
present inonmnt ; that is the vciy thing which the opponent.-, of the 
Reforms have been harping on evei since the R(‘lorms .Scheme was pio- 
mulgated. It (utcurs to me that the Government .should .seriously considei 
the proposal that has been made* not (Uily in some comnieicial (juarters, 
but also by the non-ofhcial memlxus regarding the f(‘asibili(\ of raising 
loans — not for the ]mrp(rses of ordinary adniinistiation but for 
reproductive si'hemes of developnu'nt and improvement and discard the 
idea of additional taxation. 


1 think the finamial stringency ma\ be to some extent overcome by 
tliis metliod and am]>le funds placisl at the disposal of the Ministers. 
How' that can be done is a question whii h retpiires the veiy careful consi- 
deration of Government aiul 1 am sure tliat. in this matter, the Hou’ble 
Ministers will heartily co-»)j)erute with the Government and bring for- 
W'ard proposals a.s eurl\ as possible bcTore the rouncil. Before I sit down, 
I desire to say that the opposition of the llon’ble Mr. Kerr to this propo- 
sal. ftvS far as 1 understand it, is due to tin' fact that he will be unable, as 
he himself says, to meet expenditure in connectif)n with the police, the 
magistnicv, the c(uirt,s and other neces.sary expenditure, in order to 
maintain the administration of Ib'ngal. All that I can say with leference 
to this is that the Government has already accepted certain resolutions 
for the purpose of s(‘rutinising the expenditure and to reduce it and to 
effect economy as far ns practicable. 1 hope that the report of the com- 
mittee will show that a substantial rediiction has been made in the police 
budget, and that the committees which have been appointed, and which it 
is also proposed to appoint wdth a view to scTutinise expenditure in other 
directions, will also succeed in making substantial reductions, under 
other heads, and thereby be in a position t(» place certain sums of money 
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at the disposal of the Ministers, who will then be able to embark on Ta- 
rious sehemes which have been su^jrested from time to time in this Coun- 
cil during the last lU months. 1 do not know whether we can get Vny 
information on this point at the present time*, but there are enly fimr 
months left for the bmiget to come ftp bi‘fore this Council and the ('ouiu'il 
ought to be in a position to know before that time wliat ledmtion the 
(’ommittees have been able to effect umler the various item.s wliich have 
been entrusted to them. 

With these words^ I mo.st heartily support the resolutnm of Habu 
Surendra Nath Mallik. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: As 1 am anxiou.s jhat this 
matter sliould be finished I do not projiose to refily at length. I will only 
reply to tin' Ilon’blc Mr. Kerr wln'ii he says that this measure is #iravely 
unconstitutifuial. 1 do not accept this as it is not suppoited by any 
authority; exci'pt his <»wn ipse 1 have read the si'ction many 

times over, there is nothing in it which reveals that this motion is in 
anv way repugnant to the section. The section says that tin' Members 
and Ministers at a meeting* will (‘omc t<» an agn'emenl regarding the 
alhx'ation of funds between the reserved and the t ran.st<*rred depart- 
ments, and if they fail to agree, the (Governor will do it. How can this 
suggestion of giving 40 per cent, to the transferred departments con- 
tiavene the .section? If \ou cannot find out a better aigument against 
me, do not cloud the issue b\ saying that tin's is unconstitutional. 'I'liis 
l^ meiely raising a cloud, nothing more. Supposing that the .Ministers 
and Members sit together and there is this allocaton liefore them to 
guide their deliberations, is there anything unconstitutional in that? 
Supposing they cannot a>»ree. it goes to the fiovernor ami he has thi.s 
suggestion before him, and if he wants to give en'e( 1 to it. is there any- 
thing unconstitutional in that? Wh\. then, raise an is'-ue which ought 
not to be raised? The fu<t is, you do not like to give monev. I <lid 
not expect to heai from a gentleman of the Jmlian Civil Service foi wdiom 
I have the highest respeit, who, ajiart from liis ability, has. I hear 
always maintained a .sympathetic attitude, that the police and the magis- 
tracy have the first i laiin on the levemies of the State, and that this is 
.so in every civili.sed (fov<'rniuent . I dt» not for a moment accept this, 
that the question of the prevention of a high death-roll is not one of tin* 
first duties of the State— only the police? f)nly repression ? Is this the 
fiist duty? We reijuire more money, on the admission (d the giaml tdd 
mail of Bengal, to help us in our death .struggle; we^ire a dying race, 
and vet you w'ant more money to put into the jxakets of the pidice? Is 
that'the propv'r view to take? Are the police and the magistraey, the 
first thought of the Government? You must allow us to live and then 
repress us by the police or incieose the number of magistrates who wdll 
send people to jail for one year for offenc es under seetion 504. Is that 
the attitude by which you expect that the people will co-operate* witli 
you, and by which you expect them to love and reHjiect the Government 
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if] all partH of the province? Come down from your superior attitude, 
help us in our difficulties, l)e our elder brothers; by this means, not by 
a bdreaiicratic attitude, will you j^ain the love and esteem of the people. 
I do n(»t want t<j say anything more; I leave it to the good sense of the 
Council. 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: M ay I say one word in explanation of my 
remarks about the police and the magistracy? I said nothing at all 
about rej>resHi(jn. What J meant was that the eleimuitary duty of a 
civilised (loveinment is to maintain law and order, and it is only when 
they have secured that object, that they can afford to consider schemes 
possibly of a very beneficial nature, but not possessing the same element 
of essentiality. 

he lesolution was then put to the Council and declared canied. 

Nautical Institution for Bengal. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: J beg to move this resolution 
with a slight verbal change which, 1 take it, 1 have got your permission 
to inseit, and which runs thus: — 

“This Council recommends to the (iovernment that early ste])s be 
taken by (iovernment to start a nautical institution lor Iteiigal at Chitta- 
gotig, oi some other suitable place in Hengal for the training of seamen 
and officers.” 

The DEPUT Y*PRE8I DENT : I ask the House wlu'ther there is any 
objection to allowing this alteration in the re.sulution. 

As no objection was raised, the Deputy -J'rc.sident culled on Babu 
Annada Churan Dutta to continue. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: In moving this residution, I 
do so with a soil ol sail feeling that, aftei practically “(1(1 years of rule 
under the British (iovernment, one has got to move such a resolution only 
for a very modest beginning in order to start the people of Bengal in the 
line t)f a maritime career. 'l ime was when Bengal with its natural 
facilities always was in (he forefront of maritime activities. Bengal 
with its sea cotist, its majestic rivers and safe harbours has, from time 
immemorial, always induced its people to be sea-furing. Imagination 
need not be stirred by the brilliant deeds of Piime Bij(»y who founded a 
kingdom in (Vylon — nor to the colonisation of Shubarnn I)w ip (Java- 
Bumatra) by the Bengulis—nor even to the Bengal nuTchant marine fur- 
f owing the deep and establishing trade relations with Home and other 
places in the West and China and Jnimn in the Hast, nor to the shipping 
activities during the Morymi>eriod. As late as lG(>4-(i5, Saistakhan, the 
then Mussulman Governor of Dacca, did and ( onld man his Nowam of 
m^re than 2(K) vessels with Bengali siiilors and soldiers, who fought and 
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won the naval battle of Kattoli at the month of the Karnafnlli off Ghittt 
gong^, as a result of which the port of Chittagron^j*, known then as Gram 
Port, passed from the Arracanese and his ally, the Portuj;iiese, to* tli 
Mussalmans. Captain Heath with a fleet of 10 or 11 ships could m 
seize Chittagong in 1689, as the’ place was strongly htdd. AlM>ut 
century after in 1760 the district was ceded to the Knglish by Mir Kasin 
Our present masters were and are the foremost in the art of nnvigatioi 
and the very secret of their being the liokhus of the first an’d mo: 
powerful Empire on^the face of the globe on which the sun never set 
is to be found in the same factor. 


Adjournment. 

There being ao quorum* the Council was adjourned till Monday, tl 
28th November, lOt^l, at 3 i*.m. 
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[ 28 th Wov. 


‘ Proceedings of the Bengal Legislatiwe Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

Thk aHHembled at 8 r.M.' on Monday, the 28th November, 

1921, in the Council Chamber, in the Town Hall, Calcutta. 


Present: 

The Dcputy-PreHident in the Chair, the Ilon’ble the four Members 
of the executive (Council, the Ilon’ble the three Ministers, and 91 
nominated and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Ministerial officers. 

•XXXIV. Babu FANINDRALAL DE: Will the Ilon ble the 
Member in ch 4 i;'e of tin* l)e|K4rtment of Finance be pkuised to state what 
action, if any, lias been taktui in eonnection with the resolution of the 
last session on the revisioTi of the jmy of the ministerial officers!^ 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon'ble 
Mr. Kerr): The member is referred to the reply to a similar (}VU\stion 
asked by Ihibu Indu lllnishan Dutta at this session. 


Deputy Director of Agriculture. 

*XXXV. Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Depiirtment of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to lay on the Uible a statement showing the tour programmes 
of the Deputy Director of Agriculture for the Presidency Division for 
the months of June, July, August and Septemln^r, and also the amount 
drawn by him as tour allowances in each of these months y 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the total 
amount si>ent on the Agricultural Department from the year when the 
DetJortment was started up to the year 1920, sjJt'cifving the expenses 
made in the year when the Department wa-' first started and in the years 
1910 io 1920? 

MINISTER in charge ^f DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (tha Hcn’bic IN Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): (a) Two statements are laid on the table. 
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(6) The Agricultural Deimrtiiieut in Bengal waa esluhlishetl in 
year 1884. Since then the constitution of Bengal was changed in 1 
^ 1912, an<l Bengal as now constituted is different from what it. 
before. In the circumstances the figure.s for the years anterior to 1 
wtll be misleading; nor are they -readily available. The figures fi 
1912 onwards are as follows: — 


Rh. 


1912-13 

... 3.49.7;tl 

1913-14 

. 4.5-2.054 

1914-15 

... 5,09,005 

1915-1() 

6,i>o,5h;i 

191G-17 

... 5,74.480 

1917-18 

.. 0.17,;t7G 

1918-19 

7.02,099 

1919-20 

. 8,;tOJ59 


Tour Pnujrammc of fhr Ueputij Director of Agricutture, Cifi 

referic'l to in the reply to clause (a) of stancft f/uestt 

Nil. -I'A’.rr. 
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6tli 

Lcavf Seahhih. 

11 11am. Arrive BuraHct 

a 

1 1 51 A M 


,, HarnHot 

12-2r» r.M. ,, 

Seidrliih 

1 -9 I* M 

7 th 

,, Howriili 

4 20 I* M. 

Suri 

9-54 V M. 

8th 

... Suri 

9 24 A M. 

Howrah 

4 15 I’.M. 

12th 

,, Hoivruh 

4-2(» r M. ,, 

Suri 

9-54 r M. 

lath 

... Sun 

9-24 A M. 

Howrah 

4-15 PM 

14th 

... Leave liouruh. 

Arrive Makulpur. 



Makulpur. 

,, 

Howrah. 


15th 

„ CaJcuttu. 

M 

ChiriHura. 



,, Chifittiinu 


Cahuilta. 


16th 

... „ ('alcutta 

,, 

BnniiHrt. 



,, Itarai^ft. 

,, 

Cah-uttn 


1 7th 

,, Ilourah 

C 24 A.M. „ 

Burdwan 

9-28 A.M. 


„ Burdnan 

3-1 I'.M. 

Howrah 

4 39 p.M. 

18lh 

... Calcutta to Tollygaoj. Uuaaa, Boatamgliutn and hack. 

19th 

... Calcutta to Kaaha, 

Moilahati and bao^i. 



2llth 

... Calcutta to Parui, (torugachi and hock. 



2l8t 

... Calcnitta to Bariaaa, SoJepur and hat-k. 



22 lid 

... Calcutta to Sinthi, 

Boil Hoogbly and l»af k. 


27th 

... I^eavc Sealdah 

1-42 F.M. Arrive 

Uanaghat 

3-36 r.M. 


,, Ranagbat 

5-41 F u. ,, 

Hoaldah 

7-23 r M. 

28th 

... Calcutta to Pamhati and back 


29ib 

... Calcutta to Natagor aud back. 



30th 

... * Calcutta to Baraoagar aod back. 
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2iid 

... liCflve Calcutta. 


Arrive Manoharpur, Jadabpiir and 
hack. 

3r(I 

... „ Howrah 

6'40 A.M. 

„ Arnarpur. 



,, Ainarpur. 


„ Howrah 

7-46 p.M. 

4tli 

„ StMhJuh 

H'36 P.M. 

„ Berhampore 3-27 A.M. 

5th 

„ Borhiuiiiwm* 

8-57 A.M. 

,, Sealduli 

3-31 p.M. 

9th 

... „ Howrah 

5-40 A M. 

,, Ciiitmura 

7-36 A.M. 


„ Chiusurn 

10-7 A.M. 

„ Howrah 

11-44 A M. 


,, Howrah 

7-6 i*M. 

„ 8uri* 

5-35 A.M. (10th). 

lUth 

„ Suri 

9-11 l*.M. 

,, Howrah 

7-0 A.M (nth). 

]2th 

... (.’ulciitta to Koorapiikur via Old BalU^aoj. Ho<le{iiir 

and hack. 

13tli 

... liOiive Howrah 

12-14 r.M 

Ariivc Chi uh lira 

13-26 p.M. 

14tii 

... (!alruttu to Naldaria and hack. 



15th 

... Calcutta to Barrackpur and l)ack. * 


IGth 

... Calcutta to Budge 

Budge and hack. * 


17th 

.. Calcutta to Jagatdal, Araclii and hack 


18th 

... Calcutta to Barunagar, Dakahincsw ar, Bcighnria and hack 

20th 

... L(‘avc How rail 

12-14 r.M. 

Arrive Chinwura 

13-26 


,, Chinaura 

16-41 

„ Howrah 

18. 36 

'ilHt 

„ Howrah 

6-0 AM. 

„ Bolpur 

1(1 42 A M. 


^ „ Bolfuir 

16-20 

„ Howrah 

21-25 

22 11(1 

... „ Howrah 

9-36 

Bankura 

(6-33 

23rd 

... „ Bankura 

23-25 

,, Howrah 

7-0 A M 


„ Howrah 

9-36 

,, Burdw'on 

13-43 


„ Bind wan 

14-37 

,, Howrah 

16-15 

23nl, 24th 

... Leave Healdah 

20-36 

Arrive Berhainpoie 3-22 a m, 

„ Berhainpore 

8-57 AM 

,, Sealdali 

J5.7 

24th, 25t!i 

... ,, Sealdah 

21-10 

„ Khulna 

3.52 A M 


„ Khulna 

16 51 

,, S(‘alduh 

22-67 

2Cth 

,, St-aldah 

14-15 

Knahnagar 

16-55 


Knahnngar 

20-19 

„ Sealdah 

0-21 

27th 

... ,, Howrah 

lO-O A.M. 

Midnapur 

13-7 


„ Midnapur 

15-9 

„ Howrah 

19-55 

29th, 30th 

... „ Souldtth 

10-12 r.M 

Dacca 

14-0 

SlMt 

... Halt at Dacca. 
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lilt to 4th 

... Haltjit Dacca. 


Halt commenced on the 3l«t July, 
1921 

5th, 6th 

... U*ive Dacca 

1 1-59 A.M. 

Arrive Sealdali 

5-55 a.m. 

8th 

„ Howrah 

7-31 

,, Chinsura 

9.5 


„ Chiuaura 

10-7 

„ Howrah 

11-20 

lOlh 

„ Howrah , 

7-31 

,, Chiniur» 

9-5 

,, Chiuaura 

10-7 

„ Howrah 

11-20 

12th 

... „ Sealdah 

7-6 

Ranaghat 

8-25 
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I'jtii 

... Leav(‘ Raiia<;hat 

9 51 

Sealdah 11-4 


„ lluwraii 

136 

Chiimiira 14 40 


„ Chinsuru 

16-41 

Howrah 19 0 

I8t)i 

... ,, Ihiwrah 

21 '10 

Banktira 3-45 a.m. 

18th, l9tli 

... ,, Baiikiira 

23-49 

Howrah 7-30 a.m 

22nd 

... „ Soahlali 

14 49 

Kana^hnt 16 31 


„ Ihiiiugiiat 

18 17 

SiMl.ith 19 3.4 

29th 

... „ llournh 

7-55 

CliitiMira 9 2 9 


,, *ChiiiHiiia 

14-4 

Howrah 15-45 

29tli, 30th 

... ,, Howrah 

21 30 

C'haiidrakona 




Uoad 1 47 


,, Ciiandiakniia 

Howrah 16-3tT 


Hoad 

9 A.M. 
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iHt 

Souldah 10 

... Bcthuailahari 

... 8-35 (Nakani par 


(Nukakipara) Uethiia- 



dahari 18-31 , 

... Borhamporc 

20-9 

2ii<l 

. Horhainport* 1-32 

... Si'aidah 

7-28 

5tli 

. Scaldalj 7-(> 

... KuHhitn 

... 10-31 

* 

Kuflhtia iS f)! 

... StMldali 

19 9 

6t i) 

.. Howrah 15-56 

... Siifi 

... 5(1-22 

7th 

.. yun 9-26 

Howrah 

... 16-15 

9th 

. Sealdah 13-18 

... K«ishlla 

.. 19-8 

10th 

. Halt at KuHhtia. 



nth 

. Kosiitia (•-2'' 

... S«*n)(luli 

5 31 

14th 

. H«»vvrah 6-55 

('hinxuru 

... 7 25 


i’hiiiatJra 10-7 

Howrah 

... 11 20 

ir>iii. lOth .. 

. St-aldah 21- 10 

... Khulna 

... 3 52 


Klitiina 16-51 

Soak’ah 

... 22-57 

1 7th 1 Hih .. 

Sualdali 20-36 

Beihniiipnrt' 

... 3-27 


B'-rliuiiiporo 8-57 

... SoaMah 

-.. 15-31 

I9th 

Seuiduh 14-24 

... Barruikpiir 

... 14 48 


Barrarkptir 17-10 

S^’uidah 

... 17-52 

22nd 

SfMildah 5-0 

.. Jeanon* 

9 18 


Jraflore 13-11 

Scaldah 

... 17-40 

23rd 

Howrah 6-24 

... Burdwan 

... 10-6 


Burdwan 15-1 

... Howrah • 

... 16-39 

24ih 

Howraii 5-40 

ChiriHura 

7-36 


('hiiiHura 9-45 

... Howrah 

... 10 58 

26th 

Fluwrah .5-40 

... Durgapur 

... 12 32 


Dtirgapur 15-12 

... Howrah 

... 19-45 

29th 

Howrah 5-40 

... Chinaura 

... 7-36 


Chinaura 9.45 

... Howrah 

... 1058 

30th 

Howrah 6-24 

... Burdwan 

... 10-6 


BurdwaD 15-1 

... Howrah 

... 16-39 
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Statement showing the trnveJling allowanre drawn by the Deputy 
Diredor of Agriculture, Western Circle, /or the months of June, 
July, August and September, 1921, referred to in the reply to 
clause {a) of started question No. NNXV. 


.Itino 1921 

July 

Au^iikI „ 
S<l»tctul»er ,, 


Amount drawn. 
Ks A. 

2 HO 12 
iVlb 0 
;n2' 5 
482 (I 


% 

Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 


Mr. Das Gupta, Deputy Director of Agrioulture. 

95. Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: (/) Will the Hon’blo the 
MiniHter in Ihe Ih'partnieiit of A^riculturi* uml Industries 

Iw [deased to state how many Deputy Directors of A^Micultiire there 
are in the Department (»f Aj?ricultiire in llen^Ml, and what are their 
resiK'ciive duties? 

(b) What are the (lualifieations of Mr. Das Gui)tu, Deputy Directof 
of Agriculture? Did he receive any siH‘cial training? 

(c) What is his pay and w'hui is the monthly average of Lis travel- 
ling allowance? 

(d) Is it a fact that he is an honorary manager of some Calcutta 
Theatre ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (o) T hree. They an* in chargt* of experimental work 
on Government 1^'arms in their n*s|»ective circles and are also res|K)n- 
sible for demonstration woik i-onnected with the introdiietion of 
improved seeds, manures and implements and better metho(D of culti- 
vation. With this object the\ are resiH)nsible for the sujiervision of 
the demonstration staff of the department in their circles and are also 
oxiM*cted to orgnni.se and encourage such bodies as Agricultural 
associations. 

(h) llai llajeswar Das Gupta Bahadur completed the higher agri- 
cultural course at the Civil Engineering College, Sibpur, though he 
did not pass the final examination. Re has had more than 17 years’ 
ex|>erience in ti»e de|>artment. 

(c) Tlis |wy is Ks. 55tl j)er men.sem. The monthly average of his 
travelling illowaiue is reported to lx* R^. 324-8-0 for the last six 
months, duiing which time he has l>een in charge of the Western circle; 
before thet i)eriod he was on leave. 

{d) G(»vernment arc* informed that this is not a fact. 
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96. Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: {a) Will the Hou ble the 

Minister in charge of tiie Department of Education Ih? jdeased to state 
what is the pay of Dr. Holt, and what are his duties in the Dacca 
1‘ niversity ? 

(h) AVas no Indian available on a lesser pay to give physical 
education ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): (a) Dr. Holt is no longer in the service of 
the University and draws no pay from the Universit\. 

{Ii) (Toverninent have no information whether at the time when 
Dr. Holt wa> apjK>inted. any Indian camlidates offercil tliemselves for 
ai>[)ointment on a less salary. 

Rates of allowances to apprentices in Kanohrapara workshops. 

97. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI : (a) Will tlu 

Ifon’hle the Minister in charge of the l)e}M»rtmeiit of Ihihlie AVorks 1 k> 
pleased to state whether theie is afiy difference in tin* rates of allow- 
ance granted to Kiiro|x‘an or Anglo-Indian and Indian apprentice!* in 
the Kanchrajiaru AVorkshop? 

{f>) It so, will the Hon’hle the Minister lx* pleased to state what 
su( h rates are for each \ear during the |H‘Nod of tlndr trjiiningP 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
(the Hon'ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur>: 

(a) Yes. 

{fj) The juesent rates of jKiy are as follows: — 




1 


Fon lM> 

t A N M’l HFN ri( KN. 




Foil Kf Kni KAH 
OH lM»l AN 

Ari-IHtNTIf FH 

liit CIjmm. 

xn.l CUm. 

tr.l 01«M. 




Hn. 

Uh. 

lu 

Hn. 

1 Hi year 

... 


60 

22 : 

10 

8 

2iel „ 

... 


60 

26 

.14 

1 1 

3ra „ 

... 


70 

.Ho 

IK 

14 

4t). 



so 


22 

17 



... 

1 00 

HS 

26 

20 

6tii 

... 

! 

1 120 

... 
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98. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI; («) Will the 
Hoii’ble the Meiijher in chuiKe of the Department of Revenue (I.and 
Revenue) lie pleased to stale whether he is aware of the fact that 
Assasuni and its neiffhhourhood are the worst affected parts of the 
famine-stricken urea in the Khulna district with 18 relief centres 
renderiti)? help to 20,OIH) persons regularly and that the expenses are 
met from public Hubscriptions? 

(h) Will the Tlon’ble the MeinlnT be i>lea.se(l to sitite whether he 
aware of a complaint that has been made that relief centres o^iened by 
the District Hoard, Khulna, are mana^,n‘d in a way not helpful to the 
d ist ressed fx'ople ? 

{(') Are the (Government considering^ the desirability of makin#? an 
imiuiry into the matter and layinj^ thf‘ result of the inouirv on the 
table ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE I (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(a) Assasuni thana contains some of the worst affected aieas jn the 
district 'riie ('ollector was informed on the 14th instant that ‘J!J,()()0 
p(‘rsons arc bein^r fed weekly In Sii l\ V. Hoy’s organisation, which 
derives its fund from subscriptions. 

(h) Government have seen statements in the I’ress that th(‘ relief 
priven by the District Hoard is not adeiiuate, but do not consider that 
these statements are well-foumled. The (’ollector reports that the relief 
^iven by the Hoard has Imhui adecjuate and well administt*red. 

{(') (JoM'rnment do not consider that any iiujuiry is neeessarv. 


Calcutta Police Court. 

99. Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in char^re of the Judicial Department be pleaH<Hl to state 

(f) whether a representation was submitted by certain pleaders of 
the Galeutta Police Court about the allepred illefral exactions 
of the staff of the Calcutta Police Court; 

(ii) whether the pleaders offered to adduce evidence before 
Mr. Swinhot' in support of the charges if indemnity was 
offered to the witnesses; and 

(Hi) whether in consequence of no indemnity being offered, the 
inquiry l»ecamo infruetuous? • 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of instituting 
an inquiry as to the alleged abuses by offering an indemnity to 

witnesses F 
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member in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hlf 
Sir Ahd-ur^Rahim) • (a) (i) In June last a represenUition si^iird by 
one D. N. Maitra was received. The representation was tound on 
inquiry to be pseudonymous. 

(it) The Chief Presidency Ma^jistrate made inquiries from a numlHT 
of pleaders, senior and junior, of both Courts. No oiie offered It) 
adduce any evidence before him, and the question of pivinj^f indemnity 
to witnesses did not arise, nor was it sup^jresled by any one. 

(lit) Does not ariSe. 

(b) No. 


Presidency Magistrates. 

100. Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U; (o) Will the Hon^ble the 

Member in charge *of the Judicial l)ei>artment Ik* j>h*ased to say whether 
Ik* is aware that there is a d(‘aith of work at the Calcutta Police Court, 
th** increase, if any, hein^.in lH*tt\ cases only ^ 

(h) If so, are the (rovernment consid(*rin^ tin* advisability of reduc- 
iii^»‘ the number of stijK'ndiai> magistrates in (^dcutta!" 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) and (b) The answer is in 
the negative.. 


Extension of Reforms to Darjeeling. 

101. Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
llie .Member in char^''c of the Appoii)tnK‘nf Department lx* pleased to 
‘.tate whether tlu* att(*ntion of the ( to\4*riinient has Imkui drawn to the 
r«'p]\ ^»'iven by Mr. (haik to the (jiiestion In the Hon'ble Itaja of Di/^ha- 
jxitia in the Council of State on the Ihth Sejdember last, about the 
t*xtension of the Itefornis to the <listrict of Darjeeling:' 

(h) Will the Iloirble the Member lx* pleas«*d to state W'hetlier the 
(bnernment have moved the (lovernment of Imlia f^ive effect to the 
resolution of this Council, re^Mrdinjr the extension of the lUdorms to 
the district of Darjeelinji; ? 

(c) Will the lion 'hie the Member l»e pleased to stab* whether the 
Government have taken any steps to ^ive effect U) the resolution of 
this Council for the inclusion of the district of Darjeeling- within the 
Reforms Scheme? 

(d) If the answer to (r) is in the negative, will the Hon'hle the 
Member be pleased to state the reasons? 

MEMBER In charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (Che 
Hofi’ble Sir Henry Wheeler): (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c) No. 
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« id) The printed proceedings of the Council meeting at which this 
resolution was passed have only recently been received. Government 
will take into consideration what further action is necessary or desir- 
able, and their decision will be made known in the usual way. 

Polioe arrangements in Nimtola Chat Street and Beadon Street. 

102. Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: {a) Will the Hon ble 

the Meml)er ii» charge of the Police Department ’be pleased to stiite 
wiiether it is a fact that soim* constables are daily posted in Nimtola 
Ghat Str(v*t, and Headon Street, Calcutla, between 10 a.m. and 12 noon, 
HO that no carter may ply his cart, wlicn the Deputy Commi.ssioner of 
l*olice, North District, Calcutta, pi'oceeils from his quarters along those 
roads to hear reiK>rts at Jorabagan and return theref jom ? 

(h) Is the Ilon’lile the Member aware that inconvenience is being 
caus<*d to the carters b\ the practical dosing of those thorouglifares at 
that time? 

(c) Will the Ilon’bhs the Member be j)leas<*d to state wliether it is 
a fact that some con.stabl<‘H lia\e, of late, lH‘en didaulted by the Deputy 
ComniiHsioiM*r of Police, Northern Division. Calcutta, Tor their inability 
to ke(*p those str»*ets clear of cart.M at tlie time when he j>asseil along 
tliose roads? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler): (rt) Owing to ahmnnial vehicular tratra', special 
police arrangements for the control of such tralhc are made in Nimtola 
Ghat Street and Peadon Street between the liours of 1(1 a.m. and 1 e.M., 
bu( the pl,\ingof ('ui'ts is not ]>n»hihited 

(h) No such complaints have Is'en made. 

{(') No. hut a head constable has Imm'U puni.shml for systematically 
allowing hackney carriages to starul for hire el.sewhere than at a hackney 
carriage stand. 


Provincial Judicial Service. 

103. Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: (n) Will the Hon ble the 

Meralwr in charge of the dmlicial Department Ik* pleastul to state 
whether it is a fact that the new system of re-organisation of the Pro- 
vincial Judicial St^rvice requires the apiK>intment of probationers? 

{h) Will the Hon’ble the Mi'ihIkt U* jdeased to state whether it is 
a fact that none of the officiating munsifs has yet 1 hk*u made a pro- 
l«it inner, and that, as a conwMjuence, .some of them have to be kept out 
of employment for considerable |H‘rio<ls of time? 

(c) Is the lloirble the Member aware that this procedure acts pre- 
judicially against the officiating munsifs. inasmuch as they lose all the 
privileges of proliationers? 
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(d) Are the Government considerinir the desirability of apxwmting 
all officiating munaifs as probatioDer« 

The HoiHble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) to (</) No new rules have 

yet been framed and the whole niatter is still under consideration of 
Government. 


SundoriMUM. 

1CM. Rsi LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: Will the Hon’hle 
the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (j^and Revenue) lie 
pleased to state — 

(i) the numl)er of acres of lands in the Sunderbans that could Ihj 
brouglft under cultivation, and the probable ex{)<*ii(lbs for 
doing and the amount t»f rent that could la? collected 
wlien such lands are brought umler cultivation; and 
(it) the forest area that has not yet lK?en brought under Government 
sujH*!’ vision . ami tlie probable exiMuises that would Ih* necea- 
sarv to develop the area ami the probable yield that would 
a(‘crue after the development Y 

The Hon'ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
8UR0WAN: (0 It is not possible to give aciMirate figures. Of the 
three districts, 24-Pnrgamis, Khtilna and Hakaiganj, surv<*y and settle*- 
men! o|K*rations have Wen compb»ted in Hakargaiij only. In that 
distiM*t the are»a which eould be biought umh»r ctiltivatiem is be*li<*ve»d 
to be acres; the cost of doing this is estimated at Rs. 

and the amount of reoit that miglit Is* ultimately ce)lle»ct<‘e| at 
Rs. Only (‘onjectnral figure's can Is* given for the either two 

districts, as it is not known how much of the uncult ivaie*d area is 
cultivable, and the epiestion is e-omplicated by the nee'eMsity e>f main- 
taining forests and spill areas. The Cedlecteir, 2'l-l*urgunas, thinks that 
15, (KM) acres might Ik* found to be cultivable; that it would cost aWut 
Rs. lakh.s to bring this area uneler cultivation, anel the gross rent 
might be Rs. 81,000; but he emphasises the fact that these are merely 
conjectural figures. The area of the Sumlerbans reservefl for<*Mt in 
Khulna district is 2,297 iKiuare miles, including rivers and khals. It 
is not possible to say how much of this is cultivable nor what rent 
would be realisable. 

(if) It is not clear to what forest area the question refers. All 
Government forests are under su[ier vision. There are also large private 
forests, the area of which is not known. The cost of development 
would defiend on the area and the methods followed, and neither the 
cost oor the probable yield can be statad. 


V 
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Polioe guard in txumm aarvioe. 

105. Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of tJhe Police Department be pleased 
to state — 

(i) the numlier of constables and sergeants employed to assist in 
the resumption of the tramway service on the 3rd November, 
1921; 

(«) the hours of their duty on that day in connection with the 
tramway service; * 

(lii) whether the Tramways Company have agreed to pay for the 
• service of the parawallahx who travelled on the cars for the 
protection of tramway properties; and 
(iv) if HO, the term.s of the agreement ^ 

Thb Hon’Me Sir HENRY WHEELER: (;) and {n) One inspector, 

2 sub-inspectors, 7 head constables and 100 constables from 8 a.m. to 
1 i‘,M. and the same number from 1 r.M. to 0 p.m. Two sergeants and 

3 sowars every 4 hours from 7 a.m. to 0-30 p.m. Twenty sergeants 
every 0 hours from 8 a.m. to 0-30 p.m. Nine head constables and 
80 c.onstnbles every 0 hours from 0-30 \.m. to 0-30 p.m. Three head 
constables and constables during the night. 

(m) N(c 3'he police were employed in the interest of, and for the 
protection of, tlu* jmblic. 

{ir) l)(ws not arise. 


Mr. Turner of Dacca University. 

106. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (rn What is the pa\ of 

Mr. Turner, the l.ihrarian of the Dacca rniversity? 

{(f) Was no Indian uvailahlc for the {K)st of the Librarian on a less 
salary ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: {a) Mr. Turner’s pay is 
Ks. 1,730 for the dutie‘< <»f the two ]K)st'' of I’niversity Libiaiiun and 
Ib'oMist id l)i\cca Hall. 

(b) Keference invited to the rep]\ to (juestion No. 80 asked by 
Ilahu Surendra Nath Mallik at the (’ouncil mtH*ting of 29th August, 
1921. As the apiH)intment was not advertised no question of the relative 
claims of candidates arises. 


Secretariat Prete. 

107. Baliu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the l>epiirtment of Finance be pleaaed 
to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i> the present grades of pay; 

(li) the grades existing liefore the war; 





•QUESTIONS. 


W 


(iid) the war allowances ; 

(tc) the percentage of increment; and 

(v) the daily working hours in every case of the following 
employees of the Bengal Secretariat Press, namely, (1) Super- 
intendent; (2) Deputy Suj)erintendents ; (3) Overseers; 

(4) Section-holders; (5) Assistant section-holders; 

(6) Checkers; (7) Readers (senior and junior) ; (8) Revisers; 
(9) Copy-holders; (10) Jumadars (press and machine); 
(11) Pregs-order clerks; (12) Press C4>rrectors; (13) Com- 
puters (senior and junior): (14) Heading type kee|>er8; 
(15) Tyiie suppliers; (10) Rulenien; (17) licndmeu; 
(18) Standing forme keeper; (19) Tyjiecasting tyix* ’examiner; 
(20) Typecasting headman; (21) Binding jamadar; 
(22) Imjxisitors; (23) Forme carriers; (24) Section coolievs 
and 5ther coolies; and (25) Standing matter keefk'r and 
others ? 

(h) Will the llon'hle the Memlier he iileased to state the niimher 

• * 

of salaried men, temjKnar^- men and piece-workers employed in the 
Hen gaT Secretariat Press? 

(c> Will the ITon’hle the Memher he pleased to state when a pro- 
bationer is made |>ermanent in the < ase of a sulaiied post and what are 
the conditions in case of a piece-worker? 

{(1) Will the Hon’ hie the Memher he pleased to state whether it is 
it fact that if a man in the Press takes m(‘dicaJ or other leave which is 
to his credit he is considered irregular ami is liable to dismissal in caae 
lie continues to do so? 

(r) If the answer to (<f) is in the atftrmiitive, will the Hon’hle the 
Memher he pleased to state whethei the same rule aj>plies to ajl grades, 
high or low, of all other Departments? 

(/) Will the Hon’hle the Memher he pleasail to state whether it is 
a fact that ail the employees of the Bengal Secretariat Press were given 
an increment more than a yeaj ago exiept the section coolies and other 
coolies ? 

((/) Is it a fact that these jieople are at present jiaid at a decreast'd 
rate ? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’hle (he Memlier he pleased to state the cause 
of this decrease in their pay? 

(i) Will the Hon’ hie the Memher lie pleaf^ed to lay on the table a 

comparative statement showing the total number of men, Overseers and 
Superintendents, employed in the Bengal Secretariat Press at present, 
as comijared with the year 1875 when the piece system was first intro- 
duced there? • 

(;) Are the Government considering the desirability of appoiDting 
a permanent works committee similar to that of the Government of 

y I 
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India PreHs to investigate the alleged grievances of the employees of 
the Bengal Secretariat Press ? 

(k) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to stale whether it 
is a fact that when Mr. Norton joined the Bengal Secretariat Press after 
tlie strike was over all the employees applied to him to appoint a per- 
maJient works committee and he promised to grant the reciuestP 

(l) If so, what action, if any, has been taken on the application? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. KERR: (a) (i) and (h) A statement is laid on the 
library table. 

(in) Menials Rs. 4 jHir mensem. Others — nil. 

(iv) Men drawing Rs. 70 and below — 10 per cent. 

Men drawing from Rs. 71 to Rs. 300—6 per cent. 

(v) Ordinary office hours are from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. the working 
hours of the Press oie from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., except on Saturdays when 
the office and I’ress may close at 2 p.m. 

(h) The numbers are as follow's : — Salaried men 315; Temporary 
129; Piece-workers 440. 

(r) In the case of .salaried |»osts, a probationer is made j)eynanent 
juovided he is certified medically fit, on his being found to be regular 
in attendance, of approved (|ualification.s and general good conduct. 

lOece-workers are made jK*rmanent after giving proof of competence 
in their work, and of gcwid conduet and regular attendanc?. Length of 
service in the temjK>iarv piece e.stablishment is also considered. 

(d) No. 

(e) The question does not arise. 

(/) Yes; the coolies are still drawing war allowances. 

(/;) and {h) As the r<*sult of rcc<‘nt orders increasing the number 
of wairking hours jM*r da\ , their overtime earnings have decreased. 
Orders revising their pay are under is.sue. 

(i) The figures are us follows: — 

1921 — Men 888, Overseers and SuiK*rintendents 5 
1875 — Men 671, Oversers and SuisTintendents 5. (The men 
doing Overseer’s work were then designated “ section-holders 
in charge.”) 

(;), (k) ami (1) A recpiest for a permanent works committee wa.s 
recently made to the Su|>erinteiident, hut has not l)een pressed and the 
mutter is at present in abeyance. Employees have been assured that 
their grievam'es will receive full consideration by the Sui)erintendent. 


Ciioiitti University. 

1IM. Bsbu HEM CHANDRA N ASKER: (n) Has the attention of 
the Hon’ hie the Minister in charge of the Department of Education been 
drawn to an inteniellation in the House of Commons made by Colonel Yate 
reinrding the letter written by the Calcutta University to Mr. Sharp? 
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(h) Will the Hon hie the Mininter lie pleased to aay who drafted Uup 
letter and was the draft placed before the Syndicate or the Senate or 
t»otli and sanctioned by them ? 

(c) What steps, if any, are tjie Government takinfr n^rainst the 
person or persons resjwnsible for the draft? 

Th# Hon'bla Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) Yes. 

(b) In reply to a reference made on these jwiinls the University 
authorities have infgrnied (b>vernment that “ the letter was placed 
liefore the Syndicate and subse<iuently circulated to the members of the 
Senate.” (Tovernment have no further information. 

(r) (Jovernnient are taking- no aidion in the matter. 

Removal of dead liodies from Jail hoepitals. 

• 

109. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Is the Hon'blc 
the Member in charge <if the Dejwrtment of Itevenue (Jails) aware that 
the dead bodies of both Hindu and Muhammadan prisoners who die in 
the jail hospitals are removed by night-soil ej«K*tion trucks? 

(/>).lf the answer to (o) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
(‘onsidering the desirability of putting an end to this practice without 
delay ? . 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): (a) It has been ascertained 
that in six out of the twenty-nine jails, it was the practii'e to use the 
tndley, which at other times w'as used for removing night-soil tubs, 
f»»r passing dead bodies^ through the wall. 

(b) An order has already la’cn issued by the InsjWM'tor Genenil of 
Prisons, stopping tliis practice and din'cting that bodies shall bt* 
taken out through the main gate of the jail. The use of troUeys for 
this purfxise will lie forbidden. 


Vioe-Prinoipal, Dacca Law Oolloga. 

110. Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hoirble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Education In* pleased to 
state why the Vice-Principal of the Dacca Law College has lM*en made 
a Provost? • 

(b) Has he any special qualifiention for the Provostship? 

The Hon’bla Mr. P. C« MITTER: (a) He was apiiointed by His 
Excellency the Chancellor under statutory pr^wers, on the recommenda- 
tion of the Vice-Chan cell or. He was forlherly Vice-Principal of the 
Dacca I^w College, was appointed Profe.ssor of I^iw in the Hniveriity 
and subae<|iiently Provost of Jnganiiath Hall. 
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(b) His previous experience and his personal qualifications may be 
held to constitute special qualifications for the post. 

Health of school children. 

111. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHAR4I : (a) Is the 

Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education aware 
of the opinion expressed by the Calcutta University Commissioners in 
regard to the health of students in their Report, Volume IV, Part II, 
page 460 ? 

(ft) Are the Government contemplating instituting an inquiry into 
the whoh* (juestion of the health of school children ? 

(r) Arc the (f(>vernment ccmsidering the desirability of having a 
compuisor\ , graduated ciiiTiciilum comprising elementary knowledge 
of Aniftomy, Biology, Physiology and Sanitary Science in all primary, 
middle and high schools in Bengal ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table 
u statement showing the names of the schools affiliated to the Calcutta 
University in Hygiene!'' 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (n) Yes. 

(6) A ('ommittoe wuis apjKiinted by the (Government of Bengal in 
l!)ld to in(|uire into (juestions connected with school and college hygiene. 
The (!ommittee’H re|>oit wiis carefully considered and it is not thought 
necessaiv to make a iurther iiujun} as now suggested. The «iuestion 
is not so much one for in<|uiry us of provision of adequate funds which 
<’un only Ik* provideil b\ the Legi''lat]ve UoufkiI. 

(c) Some hgxiene is now- taught in upj¥‘r primary and middle 
stages of all schwils in the Presulcncs and suitable text-books are 
recommended. It is also an optional subject in the Matruulation 
course. It is not |K>ssible to la\ down a suitable curriculum limited 
to the primary and middle school stages, and as the curriculum for the 
Matriculation examination i.s in the hands of a Statutory Body (the 
University of Calcutta) it is difficult for Government alone to take ade- 
quate steps in the matter. 

(d) (iovornment have not yet received particulars of the schools 
affiliated in the subject — it is understood that they are very few. 

. Public Works Department Roads. 

112. BMni TANKANATH OHAUDHURI: Will the Hon ble the 

Minister in charge of the Dejiartment of Public Works be pleased to 
state the amount spent by Government (Public Works Department) 
lor the maintenance of rqads in each district for the years 1911-20? 

Tha Hon'blt tha Nawab BAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 

Kban Babaduri A statement is laid on the table. 



Statment nhowing th$ amount apent by Oovernmenf (Public Workit Department) for the maintenance oj roade 
in eacii district for the yearn 1911-12 to 1920-21, referred to in the reply to unstarred question No, 112, 
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Babil TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’hle the 

Minister in charge of the Departuieiit of Public Works W* pleased to 
state if those districts for which no exj)eiiditure has l>een made for 
roads by the Public Works Department cun hope for better treatment 
in future? 


The Hon’ble the Naweb 8AIYI0 NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadurs It is not a i)art of the jMilicy of the tloverument to 
build roads within the jurisdiction of the district boards. 


Police Courts. 

113. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (< 7 ) Will the Hon hie 

the Member in charge of the JudiiuaJ Department W pleased U) lay on the 
table a statement showing, year by year — • 

( 1 ) the total fiumber of motor-car cases disjmsed of in the (/alcutta 
|>olice courts between Ilf It) and Ift^O and the total amount 
of the fines imjiosed in those ciises, during the said |KU'iod ; 
and 

(h) tlie total number of motor-car ca.ses dis|>osed of by each stijvn- 
diary Presiden<y Magistrate and by the honorary Presidency 
Magistrates between 1910 and 1920 and the total amount ol 
the fines imjxised by eai h ('ourt, during the said |>eriod ^ 

{h) Will the llon’bie the Member 1 h* pleased to statt' — 

(/) what Is the jm> of tlie new 1\ -ai>point4Ml st i|K*iidiar> Pics;<h‘ncv 
Magistrate in iharge of the newly cieattxl motor-cut court 
and w hat are the terms of his a]t)K>intincnt ; 

(It) what is the rent of the building which lias liecn recently hircil 
in Radha Bazar for the trial of motoi-car and traffic cases; 
and 

(nt) what menial, iiiinisteiial ami polire estahlishmcuts have been 
sanctioned lor the motor-car <'ourt Y 
(c) Is the Ilon’ble the Meinl>er aware — 

( 1 ) that the new motor-car court is situated in dark, ill-ventilated 
rcwjins on the ground floor of a very old building in Radha 
Bazar and that there is no compound there, able to accommo- 
date the number of [leople involved in “ petty and 
“ motor-car ” cases; and * 

(fi) that the caiiocity of the rooms of the traffic court in Radha 
Bazar is smaller than that of the rooma for the trial of 
“ petty ” and ** motor-<;ar " caaes in the Bankeholl Street 
police court? , 

TIM Hon’Mt fir ABD«UR*RAHiM: (a) (t) and (tt) Two sUtetnenta 
are laid on the table. 
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(b) (t) Pay Uh. 600 a month. The post in temporary at present. 

(n) Eent Rs. 500 a month inclusive of taxes. 

(tit) Establishments sanctioned: — 

Ministerial — One Bench Clerk; two Process Clerks; one Assistari 
Cashier; one Assistant Accountant. 

Menial — Three Peons; one Duftry; one Sweeper; 

Police — One Sub-Inspector; one Assistant Sub-Inspector; four cor 
stables. 

(c) (i) The jfround floor of premises No. 11/1, Radha Bazar Lane 
has been secured only temporarily for want of better accommodatio 
at any other c^)nvenient place. The buildinj^ is no doubt very old an 
not very well ventilated, but in its front compound there is sufticier 
sjiace for litipfants and witnesses unless the number of ca.ses is unusuall 
larfj^e owinjf to any sfiecial reason. 

(if) Yes; but the rooms where the petty cases are tried taken tog-ethe 
have larger space than the room used for the same purpose at the centre 
court. 


Statement referred to in the rejdy to vtaff^e< {a) (i) and (ii) of 
unstarred quedwn No. 113. 

ToUl nunilx'r ot motor 


Tiak. 



cur riMip* (1 injioiiHl 
of by }*iv*id4*ncy 

Amount of 
im|wws1 

I'u 

1916 



1 ()f>9 

i»H . 

8.662 

1917 



).7:i7 

i:^ 29:i 

1918 



1 

14,415 

1919 



2.HHU 

15.51(1 

1920 



5,7.05. 

.5:1,959 



statement referr«i to •« Ihi rephj to douses (a) (.) and (i.) o/un,tn,red question Ao. 113, 




336 


QUESTIONfi. 


[ 28 th Nov. 


Rai Dr. HARIDHAN OUTT Bahadur: U the Hon’ble Member 
aware of the existence of a privy or latrine just behind the place where 
the newly appointed stipendiary Magistrate holds his court for trying 
petty cases? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I am not aware of it. If the 

hon’ble member assures me that this is so, I have no reason to doubt it. 

Presidency Magistrates, Calcutta. 

114. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur; (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Memk‘r in c harge of the Ap|K)iritment Def^artment be pleaded to lay 
on the table a copy of the circular in pursuance of which the Deputy 
Mugistrates and othc‘r gazetted offic^ers are not allowed to remain at a 
station ^)r more than three years and are transferred frc,m time to time? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Mc»mb(‘r be pletwed to state; — 

(i) how many members of the ProvinrijJ Executive Service are 
there now holding apfKiintments as Presidency Magistrates 
in (•nlcutta; 

(//) for how many years have each of them been in Calcutta; and 

(tic) in cases when* officers have lieen more than three years in 
(y'alcutta, wliy they were not transferred at the end of three 
years ? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: There is no such 

circular, 

(h) (t) Three, including one occupying a teraixDrary post. 

(n) One has been in Calcutta for eight years and seven months in 
the jKwts of Fourth and Third Presidency Magistrates. Another has 
bc’cn in (’alrutta for eight years and ten months, of which three, years 
and eleven months have been spent in his present jK>8t. The third has 
lH*en in Calcutta a little over a year, including over three months in his 
present jxxst. 

(in) The period for which an offic.er is kept in a post is at the discre- 
tion of Oovernment and depends on the nature of the post, the qualifica- 
tions of the officer, and the interests of the public service. There is no 
ground for the assumption that three years is a maximum. 

Deputy DifMtor of Agrioulturo. 

115. Miulvi EKRAMUL HUQ. Will the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Deiiartment of Agriculture and Industries be pleased to 
state what sums have been drawn by the Deputy Director of Agri- 
ouliure, Presidency Circle, as travelling allowances during the months 
of June, July, August and September, 1921? 



mi.] 


<lUESnONS. 


mi 

Tilt tlw Nawiii 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURl, 

ICIltfl BflIUMllir : The member is referred to the re{dy to a starred question 
asked by him at this meeting. 

Appointment of munsifs. 

116. R«i MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: {a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Judicial l)ejKirtinent Ih' pleased 
to state whether new officiating appointments in the Bengal Judicial 
Service have at present Iwen discontinued? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state the period since when no officiating appoint- 
ments as munsifs have Iwen made and for how' long no suc*h upiK)int- 
inents will be made? 

(c) Are the Goveruinent contemplating the promulgation ‘of new 
rules for the re<“ruitiiicnt to the siiid service? 

(d) If so, when are the rules likely to be publisluul? 

(c) AVill the Hon’hh* thv MenilK*r lx* ph‘ase<l to state whether it has 
Is'eii decided not to make any new officiating appointments till the 
publication of the new rules? 

(/)*Will the Pon’ble the Meinln'r be pleased to state the number of 
candidates for munsifships who have b(M*n enrolle<l after their interview 
with the ITorf’ble Judges in < barge of the Department in the Hon'ble 
the High Court and also who have not, as yet, passed the re(|UiHite 
age-limit of 27 years? 

(/;) Will the Hon’ble the MeniWr be pleased to state whether the 
existing rules make it inc unibent for a candidate to complete full three 
\ears’ [iractice to claim enrolment in the list? 

(/i) If so, has any dejmrture Wen made from this rule? 

(i) Will the Ilon’hle the Member be pleased to stale the numWr of 
the ('andidates exempted from this rule? 

(j) Are the Government consiilering the desirability of making any 
change in the age-limit of future candidates? 

(k) If 80 , w'ill the non’ble the Memlx'r be i>lease<l to stab^ whether 
the proposed change will affect those candidates who were enrolled 
after three years’ practice? 

(/) If the answer to (k) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’hle the 
Member in charge be pleased to statie whether the Government con- 
template considering the cases of those who have ^ been previously 
enrolled after complete thrw years’ practice at the Bar? 

The Hofi’bte Sir ABD«UR-RAHIM: (a) Tes. 

(6) The number r)f meraWrs of the legal profession who are officiat- 
ing or have officiated as mun*<ifs being greater than the number of 
vacancies likely to be available when new ruVs c^me into force no new 
officiating appointments have Wen made since October, 1920. Govem- 
meui is not in a position to say when the absorption of officiating 
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munsifs in permanent appointments will necessitate Qie appointment of 
other gentlemen to officiate. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) The rules are under preparation. 

(e) No. 

(/) Seventeen. 

{g) No. The High Court has the power to exercise its discretion in 
the matter. 

(h) and (i) The questions do not arise. 

(;), (k) and {/) Government is not in a position to make any state- 
ment at present, as the rules are still under consideration. 


Honorary Presidency Magistrates. 

117.* Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: Will the Hon hle 

the Meinl>er in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing the names and the educational and other 
qualificutions and occu|>utions of all the Honorary Presidency Magis- 
trates of Calcutta ? 

(h) Will the Ilou’ble the Member be pleased to state — 

(i) how Honorary Presidency Magistrates are ap|X)inted; 

(it) on wliose recommendations are the appointments made ; 

(iiA on what principles are the selections made; and 
(jr) whether it is a fact that a “ confidential irKpiiry ” is made by 
th(* Criminal Investigation Department as to the “ ante- 
cedents ” of any candidate, l>efore he is appointed as an 
Honorary Presidency Magistrate!'' 

(r) Will the Hon’ble the Memlx^r be pleased to place on the table 
n list of the Honorary Presidency Magistrates who have been invested 
with single sitting jwwer, in the Calcutta Police Courts, while they 
exercise only the powers of the Magistrate of the second or third cla.ss 
outside Calcutta? 

The Hoii*blt Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) A statement giving infor- 
mation as far as possible is laid on the table. 

(b) (t), (If) and (tii) Honorary Presidency Magistrates are ordinarily 
appointed by Government once a year on the report or recommendation 
of the Chief Presidency Magistrate who considers the merits of candi- 
dates and also recommends how many should be appointed. Occasion- 
ally Government receive applications direct from candidates and these 
are ordinarily forwarded to the Chief Presidency Magistrate for his 
remarks before appointment is made. 

(ie) The answer is in the negative. 

(r) There are qply two such Magistrates, vis., Babu Atul Kumar 
Sen and Babu'Jatindra Nath Sen. 
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Statmeni referred to in the reply to clauee (a) of un$ tarred , 
question No, 1 17. 


' 

1 

T 

RdttoaUooaJ qaallSea- | 
HooM (wbOT« knom). | 

OthMT qaallfteatiofM. 

iioeupaitoa. 

SoUTHERM Division | 


j 


1. Mr RuHtomji Hiri^ 
jibhai Manekji ; 

RuHtomji. 1 

1 


Coininiaiioner, Calcutta 
Cur{>orntiuii. 

Merchant. 

2. Mr. Jogen Chamlra 
Dutt. 

M.A 

Sometime examiner iu 
law of the Calcutta 
Univeraiiy 

Attorney, Calcutta 
Hieh Court. 

3. Sir Kailaah Crtandru 
Hoac, K.C.J K. * 1 

1 

Graduate, Calcutta 
Mi'dical College. 

Sometime Preaidenl of 
the Faculty of Medi- 
cine 111 the Calcutta 
rnivortity. 

Midicnl practi- 

tioner. 

4 Dr ^atya I’rosad 1 

Sarbatibioury. j 



Ditto 

[t Mr. AlcxHiidra ; 

Ib'iijaiiiin Wi’a- 
tcrIiodU 


1 

1 

Merchant. 

6 Mtiulvi GIiuIhim 

i'.ut'aiii CaK«im t 

Anff ! 

1 


Late n meiiiher of liie 

1 Bengal Council. 

i 

I.*aiidholder and 
Djerohaiit. 

\ 

7 Mr Francia An- ' 
(riiHtiM I >ariu*l 1 

Lariiioiir, M.l-f'. ! 



Broprielor of 

Mnaara. I^axarua 
& Co. 

H. liabu Naroiidra ' 

Natb Mitter 



; Zatni Ildar and 

1 banker. 

1 

9. Bahu Atal Kumar 
St*n 

! 

i 

Banian of the Bonde<i 
Ware iiuuae. 

j Zamindar and 

1 merchant 

! 

10 . Kai Chan- 

ilra Mitra Bahu- 
(iiir. 

Gra<luate-in-Laa 

...... 

1 Betired Diatrict 
Soaaiuiia Judge. 

U. Uai Bailba Cbaran 
P a 1 Banadiir, 

M.l-r. 


CotnmiMiioiier, ('ai- 
cutla Corporation ; 
Memlier, BengaMx'g- 
iHlatire (>uiictl ; 

Member, lioprova- 
riienl Truat. 

^ Zamindar and 
Banker, 

1 

t 

1 

? 

( 

( 

12. Ilai Mat! Lai Hai- 
dar Bahadur. 

[ Oradoate-in-Laa 

t 

j 

IS. Rai Jog«odra Nath 
Ultra Bahadur. 

Ditto 

i 
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Educational qaaltloa* 
j Uofu (wherakMwo). 

i Giber qoaUflcaUoae. 

Oooupation. 

14. Mr. K u B t 0 raj i 
1) h u n j i l> hari 
MeliU, c.i.R. 

i 

! 

' 

Late Persian Consul 
General ; late a 
Sheriff of Calcutta. 

Merchant and 
banker. 

15. Habii Kedar Satli 
Boae. 

Graduate 


Publislier of books 
and landholder. 

16. Babu Pasupatinath 
Deb. 


Late Municipal Coin* 
roissioner, Calcutta 
Corporation 

Zamindar. 

17. Babu Satis Cliar - 
(Ira I’al Clian- 
(lliury 

Attorney-at-Law 

Bclonj^s to the Pal 
Cbandlinry family* of 
But ngbat. 

Landholder and 
Attorney, Cal- 
cutta High 

Court. 

IH Tlio Iloii'liie Mr. 
Hayi'] Altuf .\li. 

A Hcboliir in tbc 
! Aliparb Odb ^re. 

elected mendM3r of the 
Council of State ; 
Honorary Magistrate, 
at Bogra. 

Zainii dar. 

19. Prince Afsur ul* j 
iniilk MirjH Mo- . 
Iiamiitad Akrtiin | 
iioKHaiti Uabiulur | 

j 

Late a Slieriff of Cal- 
entU ; son of the 
ex King of Ondlj 

Political pen- 

sioner. 

20. lUIni ProinolliR 

Nalh Paruma 

iiirk 1 

1 

1 

(irandson of lat** 

S Tarak Nath Paru- 
j in a nick. 

.Merchant a h d 

iandlioidir 

21 . Manlvi A b d u r j 
lUiiim, M.i. 


Member Uenral l.egis. 
bit i\ 0 Connell , late 
member of tbe Indian 
Leci-'lativr ('ouneil , 
nominated ( ommia- 
Bioiier, Calcutta Cor- 
porato'U. 

Zamindar a n d 

Mejohant 

22 Mr I. J. l obcu 1 


Cunlmls^ion(•r of CnL 
cutta Municipality, 
Honorary Magistrate, 
Sealdali, with first 
clss*i powers. 

Landlitdder and 
and .Merchant. 

29. lUi Dr llandhan 
DuU Oaliadur, 

N.i r. 

Giaduate-iii'Meil- 

icine. 

1 Meralier, IiegiBlsti\t 
Council ; Coinnus- 
sioner, Calcutta Miiiii- 
oipahty. 

Medical practi- 

tioner. 

24. Mr. J. U. Siro|Mou 



Merchant. 

25. Ml. Uirendra .Nath! 
Siikar- ' 


Meralier of tbe Kar 
Tarsk & Co. 

Ditto. 

26. Kumar Surendra I 
Nath Law. 

i 

c 

Eldasi t4>n of Rajs 
Keaiii Kesh l^w, 
0-1 E., of Calcutta. 

Zamindar and 
mercbaiit. 
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j KdooMioaai qnaUflo*. 
ttona (whan known). 

Otkor qunllAoaUoiH^ 

1 OocupaMoa. 

27. Mr* 0. P. Sbelloii 

28. iUi Mani Lai 

Nahar Bahadur. 

i ...... 

Honorary MagiKtraU 
with first claHs 

jHiwt-ra at St alduh. 

Partner of Meaare 
Lyon and Lyon. 

Zuniindar. 

29 Balm N i b a r a n 
Chandra Ohalak. 

• 1 

Hftired PrcHidoncy 

and Municipal Mag- 
istrate. 

Government pen. 
aioiier. 

30. Mr. J. IleiiderHOn 
Grc-v. 

• 

31 Bahu Gokiil Chun* 

dra \1 nodal. 

32 Mr. Pan DU I.,a) 

B|>nerjt»e, 

b.a. 

• 


M**rchant ; Pnrt- 
• Menara. 
King, Hamilton 
«S Co. 

Attorney. Cuk'nita 
High CfMirt. 

Mtucliant. 

33 iVl«. David Jacob 
Col»ei^ M 


Member, Bengal 

Legialativv Council ; 
Honorary Magistrate 
with first (dasH 

|M»wera at Sealdah , 

C omtniMHioner, ('al- 
tuttu CiTporation. 

Landlmldcr and 
Merchant. 

34. Ciiracljee Het-rjer- 
hlK'V Manuckjt'o 
Uu^tulllJt*e. 



Merchant. 

35 Dr \o;:eiidra Nath 
ChukravarlfS^'*^""' ' 

Graduiitc-]ii 

^^edicinc, 

" UaJcutiH f 

l'nivi.THit\ 


Medical prac- 

titi<jmr 

56. Mr. Jup'ah Chan- 
dra Sen. 

1 

i 


LaiaihoMer and 

merchant. 

\ 

Mr. Jogttali Clian* | 
dra Sinha. 

* A fiieiiilK*r of tb«* 

i family of lafo K. p. 
Siiigha of Jora;>arikt< 

Landholder. 

^8. Prtuoe Dara Jah 
Mirua Muham- 

mad Alidul Ali 
Bahadur. 

» 

i Bclon|:a lo tlw? family { 

1 (ff thf* (X-Kifitf of 
’ Otidh. 

( 

kilitical petiMoncr. 

9. Mr. Q. A. K. Fiatuvn i 

1 

\ 

! 

! 

i 

• t 

i' 

lercltant ; Mana- 
ger, Walker, 


j Uow«rd A Co. 
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BdooaUooal qiuUiae*' 
tfont (where koowa). 

Other qaaUftoafclom. 

Ooooaati 

40. Mauivi Noor Mu- 
hammad laroail. 



Merchant. 

41. Mr. J li Pattiuaon, 

M.L.C. 



Member, Biliar and 
Orissa Legislative 
Conni-il. ,, 

Ditto. 

42. Mr. J. CogHNVcll ... 




i Ditto. 

1 

43. Mr C. J. Mackay 




Manager, 
Trust Esi 

44 Babji Fanitidra Lai 
Dt^, M.L.C. 


M(*i.iher, Legislative 
Council. Bi'iigal ; 

Honorary Magistrate 
of Bnraiiagore. 

Zaniindar 

45. Uahii Satyctidra 
Nath Hoy. 

Noethrrn Division. 

M.A.JLL 


Vnkih 
Court, Ca 

1. BuImi Jogcndra 

Nath Kay, M. 1 .. 0 . 


MeinlM-r, Hengnl 

liOgislativ*' Cimncil . 
iM'longs to the 

Bhiigyaknl faindy of 
Oaeea. 

Zain'iidar 

banker. 

2- Hai Pran Kiaaeti 

(iraduato in- Law 

Ketired District 

Governmei 

Hiawaa Kahadur. 

1 

1 

Sensions Judge. 

sioiur 

3. Batin JadupMti 

BanerjtH'. 

DitUi 

Retire'! Suh-Jinige ... 

! Ditto. 

4. Babu Jogoudra 

Nath Dt«h. 



Landholde.i 

I 

1 

5, JOf^ciidra Nath 

Ohakravarty. 

Graduate in. Law 

Retired Sub Judge 

tiovernniei 

sioner. 

6. Rai Satyendra Nath 
Sen Bahadur. 


Edittir, ludian 

Mirror" ; R'gistrar 
’ of Brahmo Marriages. 

1 

1 Attorney, t 

J High Coi 

1 

7 Babu Troilakbya 
Nath Ooaain. | 

1 

Retired Interpreter, 1 
Calcutta High | 

Court. 1 

Governmen 

sioner. 

8. Babu Taril Bhuaau * 
Hay. j 


Member, Bengal ^ 

Legislative ('ouncti ; 
Sewetary, Mahjan 
Babha. 

Attorney, C 
High Cou 


1121 .] 


QUESTIONS. 


343 




Babu Hum Chaudra 
De. 


Babu Jottndra 

Nath Seo. 

• 

Kumar Rajendra 

Narayan Kay. 

Kahu Barendro 

Nath Mitra. 

• 

Babu Jaladki 

Charan Mukerjec. 


Baba Panchanon 
Mooker)U<*. 

PatMit Sunder Lai 
Mn^sir. 

Uai Sahib Makhari 
Lai Ohoah I 


Babu Bangahidhar ; 

I 

Babu Jadu Nath J 
Hay. 

Babu Murali Dhar 
Ray. 

Mr. P. N. Sen ... 


Sametimd Chairman, Atu>r!U'y, Ua4- 
Coaaiport'-Chitpur rutta High 
Municipality. Court. 


1.44tuihoidcr and 
kaviraj. 


Son (if Raja PirtMidra t Zainimlar. 
Narayan Ray of 
•ioraaanko Haj Bali. * 


! ClrAiidaoii of Maharaja ; Iiandholdei 
Bahadur Jatindru j 
I Mohon Tagoro i 


I Zaiiii Ildar jiiid 
JIHTcIlflut 

Landholder and 
lutroiiunt 


liUtc Hoad AHaiataiil (iovernniont |M*n. 

ill tlie Koreign f‘iom*r. 

Hoparttiiont of tho 
' (iovornraenl of 

India, aiao Honorary 
I MagiatraU* of 

BaraKat. 

M(*roliaiit 


J. \V. Chippendale M.A., B.L. 


Znnnndar and 
banker. 


Attorney, (.'alciitta 
High (’« urt. 


Babu Ajit Nath 

Daa. 

Badridaa Goenka B A. 


Bchari l^al Muilick 

SiAhtbsada Ahmed 
Hoaaaiu Kbao. 


Viaitor, Carnpliell Zaraindar 
lUiaptial banker. 


Zamindar 

nierekant. 

Landholder. 
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118. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department aware that influences 
were exercised on the professors and other officials of the Calcutta 
University by its authorities to vote for a particular candidate at the 
election of the member for the Bengal Legislative Council from the 
University constituency ? 

(6) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that Sii' Ashutosh Mukherjee 
canvassed for Sir Nilratan Sarkar? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether there 
are any rules to prevent the President of the post-graduate teaching 
from canvassing for the Vice-Chancelloi for election as a member of the 
Bengal ‘Legislative Council from the University constituency? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) No 

(b) No. 

(r) The post of IVesident of the post-graduate teaching is not one 
in (lovernment service, and the Government service rules do not apply. 
There are no other Government rules on the subject. 

Poft-graduato DofMirtment of the Calcutta University. 

119. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: (a) Will the Bon ble 

the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the post-graduate teachers of the C'ah utta 
University who are attached to the Pn'sidencv College are not allowed 
to draw the honoraria paid to them by the T’niversity? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that the jKist-gmduate teacher.s who are attached to other Gov- 
einment colleges are allowed to draw their honoraria? 

(c) If the answers to (a) and (b) are in the affirmative, will the 
Ilon’ble the Minister l>e pleaw»d to state the reasons for this differential 
treatment? 

(d) What is the total amount which the Government get annually 
as honoraria of these Presidency College teachers? 

(e) What is the amount annually granted by the Government to the 
Calcutta University for the pay of povSt-graduate lecturers of the Cal- 
cutta University? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what is the 
approximate annual expenditure of the post-graduate department in the 
Calcutta University— 

(i) in Arts; and * 

(n) in Science? 



1«J.] 


43tJESTIONS. 


345 


^g) Wbat is the total annual Government grant for this department]' 

(k) What are the sources of income out of which the ex{)enditure 
oi this department is met and what are the approximate revenues under 
each head ? 

(i) Is the Hon’ble the Minister in a position to say what will he 
the probable deficit in the current year on account of the full in the 
number of candidates and students? 

(;) How does the University projiose to meet this deficit? 

(i) Are the Government contemplating makiiig any s])ecial grant 
this year to meet this deficit ? 

The Hofl’Me Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) It is a fact. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) Referenc(i is invited to the reply given to clair*;e (/) of 
unstarred question* No. 217, put by Babu Surcndra Nath Mullick in the 
last session of the Council, a copy of which is annexed. 

(d) In return for the ^yrvices of certain pnifessors of I^iesidency 
College a.s University lecturers, Government received from ('alcutta 
University, Rs. 34.200 for 1917-18, Rs. 34,998 for 1918-19 and 
Rs. 3,3f460 for 1919-20. 

(e) Rs. 43, (KK) including the cost of the Chairs whic.li Government 
maintain. * 

(f) (t) Rs. 4,69,666. 

(tt) Rs. 5,67,268. 

(g) Rs. 56,0(X1 excluding the Government grant for the University 
Law Uollege. 


For mo-sr 

(h) (1) Government grant, Rs. 66,000. 

(2) Fees from students, Its. 1,06,(KK). 

(3) Fees from students attached to Presidency (Villege, 

Rs. 20,000. 

(4) Share of examination fees, Rs. 2,36,416. 

(5) Contribution from the fee fund, Rs. 1,67,342. 

(t) No. 

(;) Government is unaware whether the University has framed its 
intentions. It has however, applied to Government for help. 

(k) The situation is receiving attention. 

referred to in the answer to clause (c) of unstarred question No. 119, 

(/) The Pretkleticy Oolkse was affiliated is If. A. and M.8e. fa mo«i sqlfwl a 
Wfora tb« praaant pnaHcraduate were mtitMla4Mid, aad ite Hat bad 
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been appointed to meet the reqairements of the college in thia respect. The new 
arrangements threw no extra work upon them, as post^^uate teaching was 
already part of their duties, tor which they are paid by Government. The situa- 
tion is different with regard to other Government colleges, which had no M.A 
or M.Sc. affiliation: the members of their staff who take part in post-graduate 
teaching do so in addition to their ordinary duties, i. e., in addition to the 
duties for which they are paid by Government. 


Taxi-cabs and motor-lorries. 

120. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon ble 

the Meml^r in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state the 
number of taxi-cabs now running in (’olcutta, indicating the numerical 
increase during the current year in comparison with the figures for the 
last four years? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Meml)er be pleased t3 lay on the table 
a statement showing the number of accidents, and prosecutions with 
results arising out of rash and negligent taxi-driving, during the last 
five years including the present, as compared with those on account of 
private cars? 

(r) What steps arc the Government taking in order to minimise 
accidents ? 

{d) Will the Hon’ble the MemlH*r Ik* pleased to lay on the table 
u statement, showing the numlier of motor-lomes now plying in Cal- 
cutta, as well us the number of owners thereof? 

{e) What stejw are the Government taking to regulate transport 
traffic by lorries ? 

(/) Are there any rules fixing the maximum number of trailers p€‘r- 
missible to be attached to a single lorry ? 

The Hon'Mc Sir HENRY WHEELER: (o) The approximate 


numbers are — 

1917 ... ... ... 688 

1918 ... 649 

1919 ... ... ... 893 

1920 ... ... ... 1,460 

1921 up to October ... ... 1,400 


(6) A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) Revised rules to ensure greater control have been issued with 
effect from the 1st of November last. These include provisions for the 
stricter examination of apf licants for licences to drive and for the can- 
cellation or suspension of the licences of offenders by the Conunissioner 
of Police. The executive staff of the Public Vehicles Department has 
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been streDglhened within the last year, and a Magisi rate's court f<y‘ 
the trial of. traffic cases has been established. 

(d) The number of motor-lorries is roughly 660, and the number of 
lorry-owners is about 190. 

(e) Rules regulating the use of motor-lorries are contained in 
Part VI of the rules issued under the Motor Vehicles Act. Under 
rule 8 of Part III of these rules, the use of certain streets by heavy 
motor-cars is forbidden or restricted. The revision of this rule is at 
present under consideration. 

(/) Under rule 9 ( 2 ) of Part III of the rules, only one trailer is 
allowed. A copy of the rules is placed on the library table. * 


Statement referfed to in the reply to clause (h) o/ trnstutred (/nest ion 

AV). 120 . 

m 

Taxi-('abh. 



Niin>t»er of ar<'l- 
«IritU 

PrcMwmtioua. 

PuiiIoIxhI 
wiUi rttM' 

will 

htittriauiutwiti 

1917 

225 

187 

157 

1 

lOlR 

36 7 

246 

176 

1 

1919 

560 

, 14.3 

99 

2 

1920 

996 

316 

' IKO 

30 

1921 (up to Sfpteinl>er) 

704 

280 

174 

6 

Privatk Motor Cars. 



1917 

211 

31 


1 

1918 

262 

38 

27 

1 

1919 

243 

36 

26 ^ 

1 

1 

t»S0 ... ... ' 

468 

113 

• 

77 ! 

6 

19S1 (op to Reptember) 

S98 

142 

77 1 

4 
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121. Babu JOCENDRA NATH ROY: (a) Is the Hon’ble th( 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department aware that on acoount 
of some misunderstanding, the local pleaders are not appearing in the 
court of the Fourth Sub-Judge of Dacca, and, though this state of 
affairs has continued for more than three months, no settlement has 
been arrived at as yetP 

(h) Is it a fact that the endeavours of the Hon’ble Sir Surendra 
Nath Banerjea and Mr. Gourlay to bring about a settlement have failed? 

(r) Is it a fact that cases are being transferred to the file of thi'' 
Sub-Judge, though no pleader aiif>earM before him? 

(tl) 'Will the Hon’ble the Member l)e pleased to state, since the 
decision of the plcftders not to appear before this Sdb-Judge — 

(?) how many ctises in which no pleader aijpeared have been 
dismissed ; 

(ii) how many cases have been dis{x>sed of in the absence of the 
pleaders ; 

(Hi) how many cases have l)een {xwtponed; 

(i?’) how many times have most of the cases been postjK)ned; and 
(c) how many cases have been decided r.r parte? 

{(’) Will the Hon’ble the Member Ik? pleased to state why the Sub- 
Judge has not been transferred? 

(/) Are the (Government considering the desirability of transfen iug 
the Fcmrth Sub-Judge of Dacca to some other place? 


The Hon*bl6 Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) The memW is referred to 
the answer given to the unstarrt*d (juestion No. 29 asked by Maulvi Rafi 
Uddin Ahmed at this session, 

(h) It is understood that the Hon’ble Minister Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerjea endeavoured to bring about a settlement and failed. 

(c) Some cases are being transferred to the file of the Fourth 
Subordinate Judge. The parties have been able to obtain the services 
of a few pleaders and the raukhteors. 

(d) The information will be found in the appended statement. 

fi) and (/) No answer* c^n be given unless the decision of the High 
Court in the proceedings instituted against certain pleaders under the 
provisions of the Legal Practitioners Act is known. 
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Circle ofitoers. 

122. Rahl MANILOLL 8INCH ROY: Will the Hon’ble the MemW 
in eharffe of the Apiwintmeiit Department Ik* pleaned to Hiatt* — 

(;) whether he in aware of the Aeeountant-tleneral HenffaTH ('ir- 
eular No. 354 T.M. /(j.A.D . dat<‘(l 2lHt .Inly, 1!I21, addreaned 
to all Treasury Offieern, on tin*’ (lovernruont Ileaolution 
No. 4397 A., dated the 9th July, 1921; 

(u) whether it is the intention of the (iovernment to ^raiit the loea' 

allowanee of R.h. 50 in ‘‘ dry ” and Its. 75 in “ water ” dis- 
tricts to those Circle Offi(‘ers only who might Ik* out on tour 
for at least 20 days in a month; 

(lit) whether it is the intention of the Government not to grant 
the local allowance to the Circle Officers during the Durga 
Puja and Christmas holidays when offices remain closed for 
about 12 days on an average, the offiwrs availing them- 
selves of the holidays ; 

(tv) whether it is the intention of the Government to disidlow the 
local allowance to those Circle Officers who may be out on 
tour for most of the time, but are jirevented fr(»m iUness from 
completing the full numl>er of days; and 

(v) whether income-tax deduction is made from the fixed local 

allowance of Circle Officers given in lieu of travelling 
allowance ? * 

Tha Sir HENRY WHEELER: (i) and (ti) Yea. 

(m'),(te) and (v) The questions raised are still under ooiisideraticMi. 
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Darjeeliiig Munioipality. 

123. Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY: (a) WiU tlie Hon’ble the 
Jiember in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
plea8ed to state — 

(i) whetiier it is a fact that the seata on the Municipal Board of 
Darjetding are distributed as follows: — 

1. Ghum Ward — One Commissioner for 157 voters. 

2. Woodland Ward — Two Commissioners for 16 voters, 
d. Chandraari Ward — Two Oimmissioners for 155 voter-i. 
4. Rockville Ward — Two Commissioners for 38 voters. 

’ 5. Bazar Ward — ^Two Commissioners for 149 voters. 

6. Birch Hill Ward — Four Commissioners for 55 voters. 
(it) whether it is a fact that the Woodlands, Rockville and Birch 
Hill Wards have invariably Wn, and stijl are, represented 
hy EurojKMin and Anglo-Indian Commissioners since the 
introduction of the elective system in the Darjeeling Munici- 
pality ? 

(Hi) whether it is a fact that the Chairman of the Darjeeling Muni- 
cipality admitted in his Annual Administration Report of the 
Municipality for the year 1920-21 that the distribution of 
seats on the Municipality required revision? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’blo the Member l>e pleased to state what steps, 
if any, have been or are being taken to remove the inequality in the 
distribution of seats? 

The Hon’bie the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) (/) No. There are 18 seats and not 13, distrihuled 
among 10 wards as follows : — 

No. I (Ghum Ward) — One elected Commissioner. 

No. II (Colin ton Ward) — Two elected Commissioners. 

No. Ill (Woodlands Ward) — Two elected Commissioners. 

No. IV (Chandmari Ward) — Two elected Commissioners. 

No. V (Butcher Bn-sty Ward) — One elei ted Commissioner. 

No. VT (Rockville Ward) — Two elected Commissioners. 

No. VII (Bazar Ward) — Two elected Commissioners. 

No. VIII (Birch Hill Wanl) — Four elected (Commissioners. 

No. IX (Bhutia Batsy Ward) — One elected Commissioner. 

No. X(Cutch^ry Ward) — One elected Commissioner. 

The number of voters in the Bazar W’^ard is 293 and not 149. 

(ti) Yes; the elective system was intnuluced in 1916. 

(tit) Yes. 

(h) A memorial on the subject has been received from the Rate- 
flayers Association, Darjeeling, and the matter is now under considera- 
tioB. 
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Sanskrit Gollaga. 

• 

124. Babll RI8HINDRA HATH SARKAR: (a) Will the Hoii'Ue 
the Minister in charjfe of the Department of Education be pleased to 
state whether Government have decided that the Sanskrit CoUejre should 
lie as far as possible an exclusively Brahminic Institution and that 
l>oth teachers and students who do not belong to the Brahminic caste 
should be as far as ix>ssible excluded from the Sanskrit College even 
in its English Department and its attached school P 

(h) Is it a fact fliat the present rrinci|>al of the Sanskrit College 
openly avows a prejudice against teachers and professors who do not 
lielong to the Brahminic caste? 

(c) Is it a fact that the teaching staff of the Government Colleges 

enjoy the privilege of electing a number of representatives from among 
themselves to be* members of the Governing Bixly P * 

(d) Is it a fact that the Principal of the Sanskrit Cidlege has 
declared, and is seeking to prove in practice, that all members without 
exception of the Governing'Body including those representing the staff, 
are to be appointed through the Principal's nomination? 

(c) .l8 it a fact that in order to get rid of a representative of the 
staff on the Governing Body who is now on leave and before leave 
was actually .granto<l to him and a vacancy occurred the Princifwil of 
the iSanskrit College has elected another memlK»r in his place? 

(f) Is it a fact that the Principal of the Sanskrit ('olh^ge s»)on afier 
lie took charge of the ('ollege proposed the transfer of a jirofessor lM*fore 
the Governing Body which rejec'ted the proposal ? 

(//) Is it a fact that the l^rincijm! of the Sanskrit (/ollege intf*rfered 
with the work of the said professor when he was delivering lectures 
and examined his conijietemy before his students? 

The Hon’bM Mr. P. C. MITTER; (a) No. 

(b) Government has no information and think it not |>ossible. 

Such election has not l>een authoritatively intnaluced into Gov- 
ernment Colleges, but has been ex|>eriment4illy introduced into some. 

(d) The practice of nomination prevails at the Sanskrit College for 

representation of the staff. Government has no information enabling 
it to answer the rest of the question. • 

(e) The question is not understood, as the right of nomination rests 
with Government, not with the Principal. 

(/) Yes. 

(g) The Principal, part of whose duty is to make an annual report on 
the working of all members of iiis staff, has eeceasarily paid attenfine 
to the work of this and ol other {nrofessors. 
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352 MEMBERS' SPEECHES. 

Mefnbart’ Speeohai. 

Th« DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Babu Surendra Nath Ray): Ordei : 
order I I am asked to mention tliat some members delay in returning the 
corrected portion of their speeches to the Legislative Department. Thi^ 
causes much inconvenience in the department and delays the publication 
of the proceedings. I am asked to inform members that the rule will l>e 
strictly observed in future and that, if proofs of speeches are not returned 
on the day fixed, the report will be printed as it stands and no furthei 
time will be given for correction. In the case of imembers leaving Cal- 
cutta, they should arrange with the Legislative Department so as to allow 
of their speeches being corrected before they leave, as it will not be 
possible, in future, if we are to expedite the publication of our proceed- 
ings, to send speeches to members in the mufassal. I hope members w^ill 
kindly remember this. 

Resolutions 

(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general public interest). 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: We were discussing .\ppendix 15, when 
the (\»uiicil rose on the 25th instant. Members \iill remember that Babu 
Annada ('harnn Dutta was jjermitled to mow* his resolution in the 
following altered form ; — 

“This Council recommends to the Government That early steps be 
taken by Government to start a nautical institution for Bengal at Chitta- 
gong or some other suitable place in Bengal for the training of seamen 
and officers.” I now call on Babu Annada Charan Dutta to proceed with 
his speech. 

Nautical Institution for Bengal. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: On the last fX’casion I referred 
to the past glory of Bengal in the matter of the art of navigation which 
has now died out. What the present state of affairs is should be l(X)ked 
into. Why is it that such a tale has to be narrated that the art of navi- 
gution dating from centuries and centuries, which testified to the natural 
instinct and aptitude, courage, fortitude and stamina of a whole people 
for sea-faring life, under ciiTumstances hundred-fold more risky, haxard- 
OU8 and troublesome than at present, have now well nigh become extinct? 
How is it that it is now only confined to a few Mussalinans of Chittagong, 
Bakarganj, Noakhali and Sylhet (and portions of Calcutta, rt?., Kidder- 
pore) and that even in regard to them it is confined to medical posts 
like khalttsis, the highest being a serang in charge of vessels plying in 
inland waters? Even as late as the ’seventies and the ’eighties of the 
last century, hereditary knowledge had not fully died out, at least in 
Chittagong, and instances there were, when the owners of Chittagong 
vessels went out with their own ships to places like Galle, Paxnban, the 
Maldives, Java, Jafna and other places. Alas, even this is now a matter 
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of p«it history I During the strained times of the last war, when short* 
age of tonnage was keenly felt the art of ship-building and of navigation 
were revived at Chittagong, and about two dozens of new ships were built 
in the Chittagong Dock by some old Jugi mistries of the locality who had 
not forgotten the art. One of the vessels was large, over 1,(KK) tons, and 
is it not a deplorable thing that it could not he captained by any Indian 
and a foreigner had to be engaged at a great cost? Bengal, siieciallv 
Eastern Bengal, may even now boast of supplying a large number of sea- 
men and even their hardest critics could never find fault with their 
natural stamina and fortitude for sea-faring life. But they only Wlong 
to the lowest rung of seamen who pick up some empiric knowledge and sit 
for some sort of examination under the Board of Trade ; and when success- 
ful they get only a second class certificate which enables them to ply in- 
land river steamers and not higher than that. This (‘annot l»e sufiicient 
for the best material of Bengal, and it is no wonder that the higher class 
of people are not to be found among them. Why should they consent to 
serve only on the menial staff when they know that they have no higher 
prospect of becoming captains of sea-going vessels? It would not l>e 
f|uite profitable to discuss why this is the present state of affairs. Bengal 
has got^hundreds of miles of sea coast and is fitted by nature t») be one of 
the best inaritinc countiies, 1 will not mention hen* in {>articular the 
reason for it. ^ Possibly, it is that our Government is too peaceful, or (he 
solicitude of a too much itw-futp (lovcrnment may have allowed the unsus- 
f>ecting people of Bengal to forget their knowledge of navigation or it 
may he that the people who had come here to become rich in whatever 
possible way they (‘ould, finding that the people of Bengal were under a 
foreign (iovernment and were piactically helple.‘*H, managed to steal away 
the whole of this art of navigation and the people themselves have for- 
gotten everything. One thing that strikes us is that fi >r becoming an 
otficer of sea-going vessels you have got to obtain a first class Board of 
Trade certificate; otherwise, under the law’ that obtains here, one is not 
allowed to be an officer of a sea-going vessel — that is tbe first jwint. The 
second point is that in no sea-going vessels manned by European captains 
or where there are European apprentices, would they agree or condescend 
utely closed and closed to the knowledge of our Ooveminent. That has 
to take an Indian lad as an apprentice. Therefore, that ofxsning is abso- 
lutely clo.sed and closed to the knowledge of our Government. That has 
brought about a state of affairs that no Bengali is now fit to he a captain 
of a vessel of over 1,000 tons, though they could do so iif the 'seventies and 
eighties so far as Chittagong was concerned. The result has been that 
in the race of national life and competitions with perhaps their own mas- 
ters and the people of other countries, the unlocked people of Bengal are 
now now^here, and the fact remains that, af^er a rule of over 150 year# 
under the civilised British Government, which is a foremost maritinie 
power in the world, Bengal has not only not learnt the modern art of 
navigation but has lost even the vestige of what it had before in ihie 
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direction. 1 would not say it was case of strangling to death like the 
textile industries but it was the chopping off of one vital limb necessarv 
for the material progress of the country when the patient is under 
chloroform. The has now come when this should be remedied and, if 
it was a mistake, it should be rectified. Notice of this state of affairs 
was taken, first, by the Hon^ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chau- 
dhuri in the now defunct Eastern Bengal and Assam Council in 1908. 
Were it not for the annulment of the partition of Bengal, perhaps this 
proposal would now have fructified in some shape K)r other. 

In February, 1920, a committee was appointed by Government in 
Calcutta to consider the question of a nautical institute in Calcutta, 
consisting of 5 Europeans and 1 Bengali, Mr. P. N. Guha. They sub- 
mitted their report in March, 1920, which Government was pleased to 
publish with their Resolution No. 2772-Marine of the 8th August, 1921, 
after my resolution on this subject went through ineffectually through two 
sessions of the Council. The resolution is, however, very disappointing. 
The matter has been shelved following the majority report. The 
majority rejairt objected on the main ground — T am quoting their words: 
“It would not be feasible to carry Indian lads in vessels carrying 
European apprentices with w'hom the Indians w'ould have to ass^a iate” 
and as if this was not sufficient, an insult w’as added in the suggestion that 
the Indian lads may not perhaps realise the difficulties .and risks of 
sen-life and the TTiridu lads might raise also the (|Uestion of food and water. 
Mr. P. N. Guha, of c(»ur8e, dissented and suggested rather a mild course. 
To his credit it must, however, be said that he succeeded in ascertaining 
the cause of the refusal of his European colleagues to carry Indian lads 
in EuroiX'an vessels ; and in hi^ w ords, “ got his colleagues to admit that 
it was the question of prrst7or that stood in the way.” Although the 
aspirations of the Indian lads might be sympathised with, they could not 
be allowed to mix with European lads who were apprentices on board 
the steamers on equal terms. When further tackled they said, ” they 
would not even care to carry' mails if required to take Indian lads as 
apprentices on board their steamers.” A mere recital of these facte is 
quite sufficient to show to what a sad plight we have been reduced. 
It is also quite sufficient to show that, not only in this direction but in 
almost all directions, our status is that only of carriers of water and 
hewers of wood and nothing higher than that. People who are very 
liberal in their profession would not even allow lads of respectable 
society to mix with European lads on equal terms as apprentices on board 
the vessels. 

I had a casual talk with the Hon*ble Mr. Kerr in the lobby on this 
subject. T thank him for the sympathetic attitude, but I could not appre- 
ciate his remark when he sawl that Government was powerless in this 
matter. Is a powerful Government like that of Bengal backed by the 

Imperial Government — I would not mention the English Oovemment 

who do not hesitate to take two-thirds of our whole revenue so powerless f 
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If 90, why is it so powerless? Is it a Toluntary powerlessness or aiv 
aMMiuned one to continue sweet patronage to asoert-ain favoured classes? It 
IS really a sig^ht for the g^ods to see that our Government pleads powerless- 
riess when it is asked to help the poor people in gritting a start in a matter 
material to the development of the whole country and a matter which has 
(lied out owing to its direct or indirect neglect. 

Again, the word prestige accounts for the unwillingness of the whites 
to afford opportunities to Indian lads of family, culture and chaructjpr 
to an opening in sea-life. I may not blame those people who want to 
take stand on prestige and shut out others from their monopoly. Mono- 
poly there is and at least our Government, if it is really our Ooverninent, 
should take a note of all that and try to find out some means to remedy 
this state of affairs. I have every right to accuse our civilised Govern- 
ment that it has brought us to such a plight — a respectable people of a 
respectable country^ like Bengal — into such a disreputable position that 
their lads would not be allowed to associate with Kuropean lads on board 
the vessels. It may be excused in the persons w'ho have (’ome here to 
Miake riches, but can it be e\(‘us(»d in a Government? If the policy of 
Government has rendered us so, that nothing but menial functions 
remain for us, can that policy be tolerated? If the Government pleads 
incapacity to induce jieople who are thriving upon us at our ex|H»nse, 

1 shall not say exploiting, does it not sound rather insimere not to say 
verging ujKin ludicrous The bogn*y of caste or the want of stamina or 
rtf liealth has now 1hm>ii fully exploded by the Bengali Il<*giment. Their 
reception in society by all- — from the high caste Brahmins to the lowest 
t'lass of Sudras— after their return from overseas is a complete answer to 
this insincere argument. In fact, Hinduism discards only tlie disloyal 
t(* its tenets; and this does not at all arise regarding Mussalmnns and 
i>th(‘r castes. I am convinced that the State has allowed the art of navi- 
gation to die out and it is now the duty of the StaU* to restore the name 
find find out the means. 

In no other way can the injury done to Bengal in this matter be 
einedied. 

Navigation is no longer a mere art^ — it is now a science — almost 
1 perfe<'t science controlling and regulating the art. All free and 
‘ivilized countries have developed their knowledge of navigation by 
‘^tate backing in practical training at State <'ost and fmtronaga and 
n public institutions. Even the laws have been enacted on that 
fjolicy. Of course it was necessary to do so for tlrt» development of 
ibeir cuimmerre and industry so that there would be sufficient trained 
men who could hold their own against any other people. The series 
>f English Navigation Acts from 1381 — 1390 down to the Customs Con- 
mlidation Act of 1870 will show the poliev of England. Other countries 
Emve followed suit. But India — Bengal — has been sacrificed. Is it 
mt now high time to revise the mistake? Was it not a deliberate 
nistake, toof 
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• Without a proper insiituie, there is no otber means left. There 
seems to be some sort of idea that what we ask for is something^ like a 
school as we understand by that term. But the institute or institution, 
which we want, is not such a school. It must be at once understood that 
a man cannot be fit for a sea-faring life unless he has got training on 
board vessels for some years. Therefore, what we want is not a theo- 
retical school only but training vessels as well, properly manned at or near 
a sea-coast, so that the vessels can go out with the cadets into the deep 
sea and come back to safe harbour thus enabling tjie cadets to obtain a 
certain amount of practical training. With ihe development in sire 
and speed of modern vessels the responsibilities of navigation have also 
increased. The knowledge of the deep sea has also increased, well- 
written text books — well-managed nautical institutions are all over the 
world. Can Bengal afford to remain indifferent? If you have really 
])ut Bengal in its way to autonomy, if all the profess^ns we have heard 
recently are not mere cant, glorious vi.sions, which are said to be visible, 
will vanish like dreamlands unless prompt and practical steps are taken 
to develop the nation all round Wise statesmanship consists in consi- 
dering the people and its requirements as a whole and then set to 
work out the parts in a manner as may. in the end, certainly go to con- 
solidate one whole nation and contribute to one great nationbuilding 
as a full organic growth. 


May T ask if absolute neglect of this line of development of Bengal 
is consistent with this sort of statesmanship? I am aware that recently 
there was some sort of notification issued by the Marine Department 
inviting cnndidiites. Init there was no one forthcoming. T should think 
the condition precedent being four years’ sea-training on board sea-going 
vessels our people w('re shut out. So it is a beautiful circle around 
which nil the doors are closed against us, as our youths do not now 
possess the requisite training. I have particularly mentioned Chitta- 
gong because, so far as T know, it is situated on the Bay; it has got its 
majestic rivers, safe harbour and the different clan line steamers, both 
the deep son-going and roasting line .steamers. At Juldah there is a 
beautiful bungalow which is used ns a sanatorium and there is an exten- 
sive piece of Government land which does not require acquisition. 
Training vessels can go out to sea even within 30 minutes. I think that 
none will object to Cliittngong because instead of having none, it is 
better to have one institution at some place in Bengal if such a suitable 
place cannot be found. 

The final obstacle raised is the poverty of Government. The poverty 
at the present times will be a very good argument to strangle very many 
noble projects, but it should be remembered that poor people always 
appeal to Oovemment and Ibe latter, I mean the Government, wko are 
really the proper custodians of the people’s welfare will not gntdge 
retrenchment in other directions when called upon to make it by ergeat 
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t-alU, calls for material and moral development of the country. 1 am 
aware of a certain scheme which has been foninilated by a Govermue»it 
otticer, Commander Withers, r.i.m., Chittaifong, which, at the outset, 
will not cost more than a lakh of rupees and which. 1 l>elieve. at the 
present rate of low prices of vessels, will still come down, as every lM»dy 
knows the price of the tonna^re has been reduced a frreat deal and a 
vessel which could not he bought for Rs. ‘J lakhs last year can be tfot 
fur Rs 7o,0(K) this year. 'Fo the ciedit of those ^»^entlemen, whom I 
had the honour of seeing in this connection, it must he saitl that they 
..eeiiied to be ve» y enthusiast ie over it and they pr<tmised t(j help. If 
(biveiiiment he j»l(‘as(‘(l to place a tiaiinng (’omman(h‘t; Withers 

<aid that lie would himself tiy ami make it a smeess with the help of 
xttnie iithei ofh( ei s who will alwa\s be available in llo* poi t . 1 believe 

tImI ft the iu>titute is stalled somewloMe else in Hentral. the same 
.ul v;i ii' a ires will be tui ‘ lieouiinti . ! have vei\ little t<» add now in urging 

ill!*, le'olutiuu to t1i(‘ accepta lire of thw t’onii il. As m\ Inne is past, 

1 move the lesolution hoping that the Council will kindly accept it. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: i beg to move, on behalf 
nt Hahn Imlu Hhushaii Dutta h.v wav of amendment that in motion 
Ac lo 1oi the wo!(l ■“ ve'.sels ” at the end the woids “ sea-going steam 
.iioi olloo ves'^.els ” be subshtiiied I am soi i v to sa \ that Halm Indu 
Hhusfi.iii DuM^i t'. lai<l up .iml I h.ive been a'.keil, v\it}i voiii peimission, 
to move this ameuduK'iit . I do not wish to add anvihiiig to what has 
t.dleh iioti) Habu Aiiiiada ( haiaii liutta He has phoiMl tin* ease so 
fnl)\ .‘Hid lu( idl\ liial I iieel not dilate on this siihjeet at gieat length, 
but wlia! I should [loirit out is this, and that is an outstanding fact that 
m these davs w mm-co-o(»eiat ion is so mm h in the air, it will he a 
signal jiiiot of < o-opei a ( loll on the pal t of (ioveiniiient with the people 
if the\ a< ' epf this icsobitioii w hole-lie. ii tedlv It has been s^d I do 
not know \\hrf]iei it is aituallv the opinion of (ioveininent -that the 
piestiLie of I iHopean offni’i'- \n ill Hiitlei especially it they are assoi dated 
with theii Indian iellovv-siihjei ts in t lie nautical seiviee. I think that 
file fi tish of piestige ought to be put an end to and ought to be denio- 
lislied and we ami the ( ioverninent . Liiiopeans and Indians, ought to 
show hv a practiial demonst lal ion and hv a piadical pioof that we are 
all deteimined to i o-opeiate with ea( h othei bti the advancement of the 
|a*tiple of India and that will he the mo.st ett'e<tive answer to the non' 
<’o-operators. Here is a resolution which I may say Serves as an a< id 
test of the intention of Government and of the Kiiiopean community 
to associate with their fellow-subjects in India in all matters ronne<‘ted 
with the welfare of India. We all know that our cminlrynien have been 
demanding admission into (be arm\ and also into fbe naval service 
and this will be a beginning of the naval service. My countrymen, ae 
IS well known to the Government and to the European community, arc 
fitted in every way to take part in nautical ii«r>*ice. History showa that 
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they have in the past rendered splendid service and had their own mer- 
can tile marine. They did not in any way fall short of the requirements 
of that service. I hope that this resolution will be accepted by ni\ 
European fellow-citizens. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: The next resolution stands in the' 
name of Ilabu Amulya Dhone Addy but it is covered by the motion ol 
Babu Annadu (-haran Dutta. I would therefore ask Babu Amul\u 
Dhone Addy to speak on the resolution as altered. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I have much pleasure in second- 
ing the resolution which has been moved by Babu Annada Charan Dutta 
as modified by Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. Tt is my personal 
opinion tliat the proposed nautical school should be Imputed in Calcutta 
IxM auHe*^ (!alcutta is not only the ctMitre of trade in Bengal but, if I ma\ 
be allowed to say so, the centre of trade in India. Whatever my pei- 
sonal opini(»n might be, there is not the slighte^^t doubt that there should 
be a nautical school in Bengal, be it located in Calcutta or in Chitagong 
In corinecticm M'ith the (juestion as to whetlier theri* sho\ild be a ])auti(*al 
school or not. I beg to draw the special attention to the n(»te of Pandit 
Madan Mohan Malavya in the r('port of the Indian Industrial Commis- 
sion. The following appears in his note — 

IS an arn-ionl iiidiistrj in liuiia an.! Indians c an u*d on n.'ivi^ntion in 
fur diKtant landa, caat and west . this has been fully estahlislied by Profeswir 
Itadha Kunuul Mukherji in his valuable history of Indian Shipping Itoth Darius 
uiul Alexander had hundre<i8 of vessels construeUnt in India. Indian river-iTafl 
went HO far as Mexico. 

1 hen it appears further from that note that the Goveruor-tieneral, 
Lord Wollcslcv, iP|M.iiiiiK i" (o his iiuistpis in Leudenhall Street, 

London, said— 

The ptrt of Calcuitta conlains ahoiit 10, (XX) tons of shippinp built in India of a 
description calculated for the conveyan(«o of c^irgoes to England. 

It further appears from that report that — 

. . . there is no reason why India should not be allowed to man her own ships 

when they are built She ha.s already for many years past provided excellent crews 
for the ships of other nations and given fucdities for education in nautical subjects 
and marine engineering. She should in i-ourse of time be able to supplement these 
crews, at any rate in the coasting trade, with capable offuers and engineers. The 
supply of such men from Britain must be very short for many years to come, and 
facilities for recruitment in India would do much to render her self-supp<irting in 
rase of another great war 

Tt is clear that there was a time when ships used to be oon.structed by 
Indians and that these .ships u.sed to be provided with Indian officers. 
But times have altered. We are now dependent on foreigners for the 
construction t^f ships and Meamers. We are now dependent on foreign- 
ers for the supply of officers thereof. It is most regrettable that only 
the menials on steamers are Indians. It is therefore desirable that 
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th 6 i '0 should h© ut least one nautical school in Denial. We find one 
in England and we find a number of them in all the civilised countries 
i)f tbe world. It is most regrettable that we have not even one in 
Bengal. This is one of the reasons for discontent in Bengal. The jieople 
are anxious for technical education; they are anxious to enter nautical 
ser>’ice but no facilities have as yet beeii given by Oovernment. 

With these remarks, I beg to support the resolution as amended. 

Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur: I rise to suppoH this resolu- 
tion with the amendment proposed. Attempts have from time to time 
heeii made to impress upon the Oovernment the necessity for starting 
a nautical school w’ith the object of ipialifving the young men of Bengal 
fur higher appointments in the marine service. I gave notice of a simi- 
lar resolution in or about tlie year HM4. but <lo not know why it was 
not allowed at the time. The last attempt was made by mo when His 
bxielleiicy the G(t^>M'nor of Bengal visited ('hittagong in July last. In 
a deputation of the I^ort Comniissioneis. amongst other subjects, I 
referred to the establishment of a nautiiral .sclioid in (Miittagong and His 
1- xoellenc\ ’h reply was to thi^ effect — 

The fart that we appxiiiitecl a tximmittee to consiclor the question Home time ago 
sli 'ws that there ih no la< k of gooitviill on (he part of (iovernment to conHider ii 
f»MNitil(‘ scheme 

'riiis shows that the (rovenmient realises tin* importance of the subject. 
Hut it has to be seen how far tlie (iovernment is keen on giving <*ffei't 
to this pious wish. A committee was appointed consisting of seven 
nieinbcrs of whom two were Indians. One of the latter Mr. Ahdotd 
Bahiiian Duhash, a shi|>-owiier of Ohittagong. absented himself through- 
out the' proieedings and took no part in them. The other Indian 
lueinher submitted not (*xactly a note of dissent but expressed his views in 
a rnanner which showed his pessimism about the sinless of the siheme 
under present conditions. 

Bahu Annada ('hamii Dutta has explained the summary of the 
recommendations of the committee and I need not repeat them. Th© 
conclusions which the Goverriimuit arrived at after the report had been 
submitted may be summarised as follows: — 

1 he Government are not prepiired under the present state of the 
provincial finances to embark on an expensive scheme of doubtful 
utility referring, I believe, to the siigg.-.stions about the provision of a 
nautnal school for theoretical training and of a training ship for service 
ttt sea. The Kuropean members of the lommiftee were of ojiiriion (hat 
there would not he suffn ient iiuinliers willing to go to sea. I fail to see 
what made them arrive at this conc lusion. I know of a good many 
men in Chittagong anxious to get a master’s or mate’s certificate but 
where is the opisirtunity ? The arguments put forward will not stand 
the test of sc rutiny. T^ey are afmid that the shipping companies 
would not find it possible or expedient to employ Indians as apprentices 
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^'hile there were other Europeann on board with whom these Indians 
would have to associate. To what extent this i.s the outcome of any 
goodwill it will be for the public to judge. Why, Sir, should theie 
be su( h a feeling amongst the shipping ( ompanies? Are they detei- 
mined to keep Indians down as lascars and menials only^ Is it not a 
fact that the coasting steameis ot the linti.'-h India, A.siatic and otbei 
steamship companies are manned by Indian lascars mostly, it not 
exclusively I' Have tliey imt g(»t Indian clciks even Ibuhmins on boards 
Why then should they stand in the wa> nt taking ^mlian appi entices tcji 
traifung in the high(*i- grades? 1)(*“-. it mean ( o-oj)(*iati(‘n ol which so 
much is n(»w said? 'ruining to the inland steamship companies, 1 ma\ 
inform the House that long ago heloie these companio'- opened then 
services on the I’adma, Dhaleswaii, Meg-na and (tihei ii\(‘'s the (yovern- 
ment liad a jiasseng-ei and mail sei\ic(‘ in wlmh steanieis in chaigi' ot 
Kuiopean cafitains weie engaged. Wlnm the Imlia (ieiKual and Kivet 
Steam Navigation companies started in opposition, the (joveinment 
witlidiew the seivne and steameis Inggei in so^e and capai i'.y aie noa 
ply ing on these aalms. Ami a ho aie the ciiigaiiis oi seiangs tn cliaige’'" 
They are ail Indians. What does this show? Does it iijijdv that 
Indians aatuld be unailling to go to sea it oj>poi t unit les aie given to 
them ? Vh y piestippose a thing? tine tlimn oppo? I nint ics hist ami 
then form youi conclusions, I regiet I (annot agiee aiili the menilieis 
id tlie eommittee alio say tliat a miiidaM td lads aoulil piobably be 
Hindus and the ({iiestions oj tood and aatei aould aiisc. Nothing' 
could be moie illogical than this It Hindus <aii go (.ut to sea toi other 
duties, I'an they not do so ioi ijualitying llieiiiseKes foi the posts ol 
masters and mates in ships also? If w,> turn to out .Muhammadan 
Iirethren ae can speak of hundieils of them woikiiig in steaiiislnjis ply- 
ing^ all ovei the a oild. 

rntoitwnalely theie aie not many shipping (omeiiis oa ned h\ 
Indians and, of all the piesiilenues. Hengul is tin most hvokaaid in this 
respect. There are a good many men hading Irom the Honihay and 
Madras presidencies a ho possess masters and mate's cei t ifu ates wiili 
certain restriitions I nni not aware ahethei tlieie aie nautnal insti- 
tutions in all these places, but 1 would urge the opening ot sm h an insti- 
tution in this presidency without any fnrthei delay. I imdei stand the 
I'orl Oftieer of (^hittagong has prepared a s< heme a hi« h is not very 
expensive and efTeit to which can W given without much loss of time. 
There are already several big sea-going sailing ships in Cliittagong and 
training for sea-going life would be quite easy in them. The only 
other requirement is a nautmal school where theoretical knowledge tan 
be im[>arted. and if opi>ort unities are given in this tlirettion apprentice- 
ships on .sen-going vessels would folhiw. ] appeal to the meml>ers of 
the rhamber of ('ommerce, some <»f whom are interested in one or other 
of the roasting steamship services, to consider whether they should not 
encourage ami give facilities t<» the Indians for qualifying thems<dve.s 
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for these higher appointnipnts in their own steamers. Would it not be^ 
i beaper for them if the}^ could ^ret qualified youujf Indians to work on 
their steamers on salaries much less than those paid to men recruited 
flora England and other places. If they have such a desire the (piestion 
hfcomes a ver> simjde one. 1 am sure the l*ort (Commissioners of (Cal- 
lutta and (’hittagong will also benefit by this arrangement as in that 
(iise they would get Itu their jiilots and harbtmr masters men on wages 
much below the average they have now to pay. 

I do not know whethei m> ??ieiul. the mover of this resolution, con- 
templates by the term uaufinil mstitution a training ship alone or o 
training ship and a school lor imparting theon*ticul educatii>n on land 
also. In either case, I believe tin* eosts will not be very gieat a*nd in the 
inteiests of all concerned it is desirable ami necessaiv that (b»vern- 
ment should no longer shelve this ({uestion id immense imi><irtance to 
the peojile ot thi*^ ♦“^•deiicv. h’mm the repoits ot the cfunmittee as 
also liom the res(»lutioii ot the (toveinment No ‘J77‘J-Mai iue. ilated tin* 
“sth .Vugust. IbLM. on the subje< t, one cannot have any idea as to what 
the sf heme, taking both .si(b'»< of it, Avould eost. In the absence of parti- 
(ulais oi an apfu o.xnnatc i(b*a of the cost both lecniring and non-recur- 
nng. we should not tlimw tlic piojeef asidi* If it does not involve pro- 
liibit i\ e* expJMidil 11 1 e it should be l.iken up immediatel\ It. on the 
tthei hand, the cxjiendituie is i.itlu'i hea\\. there is no reason wliy tlie 
prim iple should mU be ;M<e|)t(‘d and the s< heiiu* taken in hand when 
{un<ls ale a^allable I*m« f*s oj all < las.s<*s of \essel.s have gone down to a 
;jieat extent and this appeals to be an opp<utune moment foi taking up 
t he pidifM't . 


Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURi: I beg to sujipoit ibe resolu- 
tion nm\ed b\ llabii Annada Charari Dutta as well as the amendments 
"hnli lia\e been made on the oiiirinal resoliitnm 7'he previous 
spe.ikeis ha%e alludetl tn the past histeiv of seamanship in India, hut we 
iiei'd not go into the rietails of what we luul We sjiouhl emisider only 
one thing and that is thi'- tli.il when the j>eople of Ib-ngal watjt to IcMirti 
seamanship now the (loveininent slnmld help lie- [s'ople in learning it. 
It Is a legitimate demand the people ami 1 hope that the (Jovein- 

nient will ti\ its best to have that ho|H‘ realised as eail\ as pfmsible 
With these fev^ lemarks, I Iteg t<» support the resolution. 


Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI 5 In connectiem 

With this resolution all tliat 1 hav(‘ to say is that I h'»\e soim* fM>rsnnal 
exiHMiem e of the kind of wamansliip training the want of whieh stands 
in the wa\ ot Indian warnan g’etting into l>f‘tter naiitieal service. In 
far t in my r'virlenre Isdofr* the Imliistrial ( ’ruiiinission I fiointed nut this 
fart and asked f(»r the o|MMiing of a naiitiral schmd nt rhnndhali. But 
of eour.se we are now discussing the subject ks it affects Bengal and, I 
dareaiiv, Chittagong offers the same facilities as fliandbali. When I 
was Assistant Secretary of the British Indian Seaman's Asiurciatioo in 
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Kiij^larid (au honorary office), I met with a large number of laacars aii.l 
fireiuen whom I found to be quite competent to go through a course oi 
nautical training. In fact 1 tfK)k one of these men to a nautical scknil 
in Poplar and explained to him how training is offered at this institution 
An institution of this kind is worth having here and I think that if fund>- 
are forthcoming and on inquiries being made as to the number of peoj)l< 
who would be willing to go through this course of training, and W( 
find that a sufficient number of jieople are likely to come in, it would Ik 
a good case for establishing a nautical school. I, therefore, support 
the resolution. 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bic 
Mr. Kerr): 1 am sure that everybody will have a good deal of sympaihv 
with those who desire to afford a career in the mercantile marine tc 
the youths of Ilengal, hut the (juestion l^efore the Council is W'hether 
this particular j)rojK>Hal in the resolution is the l>e8i way to set about 
that business. I would point out, in the first plac^i, that this resolution 
is far from being cb‘ar. Th«‘ idea of IJabu Annada ('liaran Duttu 
ahoul a nautical institution seem to vacillate between a school with land 
and lunldings and a steamer going out on the deej) and coming back at 
intervals: or a coinbiriatioii of both. That is a matter of detail ]H*rhaps, 
hut it would certainly affect the e\|M‘nse, and 1 shall show Inter on that 
we cannot afford to disregard the (pie.Mtion of exjKMJse at tip* pii'siuit 
moment. An ev<m more trouhlesome question is tliat the r(‘solution 
profKises that this inslitution should 1 m* for th(* training of holli seamen 
and officers. I ventuie to suggest to the Council that tins is an impra<“- 
ticuhle juoposition. In England where there are these iai’ilities foi 
both seamen and officers, I tliink 1 am right in saying that they are 
never in the sanu’ institution. The officers’ 1 mining ships which exist 
in Knglainl are intended for youths of the edinated classes, and tliat. 
1 take it. is wliut most of the memU'Ts liad in M(*w wdieii they refeiierl 
to the d(‘sirahilit\ of tliiowing the mercantile marine o|K'n to the \outli.s 
of this country. That is one class of institution in England. I’he 
other cla.ss is the institution at Poplar mention«*d by Mr. Chaudhuri, 
where men of the seamen class go for short training in the intervals 
In'tweeii their voyages. Before we can make any progress with the 
proposal in tlie resolution we should have to be very clear as to what W’e 
really wmiit. Taking the case of the educated boys, I should like In the 
first place to clear up some misunderstanding that appears to exist 
rt'garding the committee on the nautical school. The committee was 
appointed at the instance of Sir John Cumining, who took a great 
interest in this matter. It was not a representative committee, it was 
not inUmded to l)e representative of public opinion or anything of that 
kind. It was practically a committee of ship-owners. Sir John 
Gumming invited three British firms, viz., the British India Steam 
Navigation Company, the India General Navigation and Railway Com- 
pany, and the River Steam Navigation Company, to nominate members 
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and these firms nominated their marine 8iif>erintendent8. Then 
uhked two Indian firms, Sonatan Nityananda If ay and Miinshi Abdul 
Hahman Dubash of Chittaf^on^r. to nominate reprt\sentatives of the 
Indian ship-owners. That is to say, there were three llritish shi|>- 
owners and two Indian ship-owners on the committee with the Port 
(Officer as the President. The functions which were assigned to that 
(oinmittee were to ascertain wliether there was any sct^jv for an insti- 
tution to give theoretical training? in the art of nnvip:atit)n in Benjral. 
The first thinjr the committee set themselves to do was to iiniuire whether 
there was any Benp\fi lad who really wanfed this nautical traininpr. In 
response to their invitation six youths put in a memorial. 
'I’hey were asked to ccnne and meet tin* coniiniftei* hut 
they n(‘ver turned up. ('onsequently the committee had 

nr> evidence whatever that there was a real desire for a 

career at sea on the part of that section of the community whose interests 
they were s]>ecially ( onsidering. That has been my own expernuice also. 

1 have l)een in touch witli a considerable numl>er (d ptH>ple during the last 
(Mght or nine montlis in coiwection with this cjnestion and 1 have often 
asked them to bring nn* a hoy who would Ik* willing to g^o to sea. 1 have 
not se(*n tliat l>ov yet. Tt is no good talking alM)ut a nautical career in 
this ('oiincil. What we want to get at in the first place is whether tln're 
.in» really any hoy.s who want a nautical career. When we find those 
ho\s W(* want* to ascertain wdietln*?' tlu're i.s going to h<* any soii of 
( ar(*er for them and who is going to (*mplov tln'm. That will In** the 
second stage of tin* in(|uir\ . Bahu Annada f^haran Diitla has pointed 
out that there are difficulties in the way of getting employment under 
l'airop«*an ship-own(*is It is juit the* curse that the novernmc*nt have* ev(‘r 
Used the word prestige in this connc*ction hut that was, 1 think, the word 
used by Mr. Guha in his note, in w Inc h he* dc»scTihecl the actual views of his 
colleagues on the committee. Wc* have to face* facts and whc‘n we got 
the committee’s report we lK*gan to incjuire on the lines indicated by 
Mr. Guha wh(*ther any Indian fiinis were willing to take these youths as 
apprentice.s. The Indian firms c'onsultc'd wc‘re not c‘nlhusiast ic, and that 
I think will Is* admit te<l h\ eNervhod\ w ho has jirac tical e>xpeiieiicc' 
e)f the shipping trade. But the firm of Sonatan Nityananda Bay have 
told us that they are thinking of ordering new vessels and of n‘mcHleIlirig 
some of their present ves.sels with a vi<*w' to provide* aeeoniniodation for 
Indian apprentices on these vessels. I think it was in .\ugUHt or 
September last that we beard last fnun a represc»ritativrf* of the firm and 
we have heard nothing since then, hut we have tohl the* firm 
that when their scheme matured we should be very glad 
if they would let us kncjw' particulars and anything that 
we could do to help them. That brings me tf» the third 
point which is of importance in conni^iion with the profM>sal, 
namely, whether training in a nautical school, theoretical training in 
navigation and so forth, would 1 m* any good at all. Thai is a point on 
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which no very definite opinion ha.‘<.l)een expressed. AI any mte the ^ir^t 
f)at(‘h of Indian lx)ys to take to a sea-faring life would probably have to 
go to sea without training in a nautical institution and obtain their train- 
ing, theoretical and prac'tical, on the sea. There would be no haidslii}! 
in that. It is (juite clear Ironi the ‘committee’s rejxirt and from om 
general knowledge that a theoietieal course of training is in itself of iir, 
use at all. Kven in Kngland theoretical training at a training ship oi 
nautical academy is not consideie<l sufficient to staii a lad on his sea- 
faring career. The (jualifi<ations piescrib«‘<l by the Hoaid of Trade as 
necessary for a nuite’s ( eitifieate - a mate being the lowest cla^s of otticer- 
are foui yeais’ service at sea oi , in the alternative*, two years on a training 
vessels an*d three years* s<*i vice at sea, so that the only aelvaiitage the naval 
school cadets in Knglaml get fiom s«‘ivice in a training ship is that then 
actual training s<*rvic4* at sea is cut short b\ one year. Hut actually the 
training period of a <-a<let (‘xtends to live \eais instead of four in the case 
of a boy who go<‘s straig-ht to sea. What u«* wjint to kno^^ — if the* pro- 
posal to take Indian bo\s as ajipientices inatun*- — is wh<*thei it is likels 
that tlM‘ie would be* an\ eleinaiiel foi the*oie*t i«,d tiainiiig on the* part (d 
such bo\ s. 'fhe situation be*ing' soiim'U hat un< eitain as 1 .said we aie* pio- 
<’eM‘eling on the* line's indie’ate*d b\ .\fr. (tuha in his valuable* note* ap]H*nde*d 
to the* cennmitte*e*’s pioce'celings. Mi. Dubasli v\ In., a shi|>-ow ne*r. e'eniM 
have* give*n us a ver\ \aluabh* ojnnion as to the i<‘((uncni«*nl s dt ship’s 
eiflie'e'is was un fort unatel\ not able* te> take* pait in the* pioce'e-ding’*' ed the 
e’oinmittee* ami we* have* met be*e*n able* to ge*t an\ opinion fioin him se> fai 
What Ml. (iuha said was that the* p!(deh*m could mU be* s(d\ed b\ (ieeve*in- 
nient alone* and tliat he* was atianl it was m»t possible* ioi (io\ ci nnn*nt to 
elo mm’h in the* pre‘se‘nt e*ue‘ums(am*e.s toi the* \oinige*i g’e'm'iatnm oi 
Ileiigal unb'ssaiiel unt il tln*ie* w e*ie* a siiflicn'iit nuinbe*! of ships ow m*d ami 
run by Indians. We* aie* read\ todooui be*st to h(*lp in c\ e*? \ wa\ we‘(,i). 
tile Imliaii firms that fe*e*l im liimel to take Indian laiU a** appie-ntucs ami 
we dee not se’e* that we <*an elo mm li moie* at j)re*.se*nt 

Anotlie*!' step that we aie taking is te» popui.iiise* the e xamination foi 
e*ert ificates of eeunpeteney as inasteis aiiel mates (»f v(.,,Hfds not e xcee'eiing 
1,00(1 terns. 'Phis exuininatiem was .slail(*d eluiing the wai. (twing to 
the* lae*k «)f maste*rs of small vt'sseds ami e-ieasting st(*am(*!.s during the* war, 
there was eonsiele*rable nsk ot the e eeasting tiade f easing to pjv; sei the 
examinatietii was starteel eluring the war ami we had a eeitaiii number 
iif e'amlielat t*s, ’Pbe examinatie>n is ejuite easy tor aiiWaaK to pass who 
has serveel in a censling vessel provieled he* is lileiate in Knglish e»r the* 
vermie ulai. .\ eoastal vessel is epiite sufficient ie» give a man all the .* 4 ea 
training that is nee e'ssaiy fi>r the* purpeese. M e* aie tr\ing’ tee do eeiir best 
to |x>pularise this examinaf ie»ii. Hcecntly we publi.s|n*el rules for that 
examination, and we u.sketl the Port tOfieers at (’ale iitta and (’Inttagong* 
to deuill they could to indued" seraugs and peeeple of that kiml to gee up fur 
the' examination and if they pa.ss, it will give them openings for higher 
rtaponsibility and higher pay. We will continue to do all we can in this 
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tlirection. But as I have vsaid, at the present time, the need for a nautical 
institution is not certain. As the ('ouneil well kiuiw we are absolutely 
oti bi'd-rock in the matter of finam e, and I do not see how we laii laum h 
upon an expensive st heme of doubt fill necessity. Kxiiensive it will 
rertainly be even on the estimates* ut Habu Annada Cliaraii Diitta and 1 
d(» not know how far these estimates are <-orrect. So I say that it 
would be wronjf lor us to launch upon an expensivi' st heme i»t this kiml 
before our financial situation ^^ets straijrhl. Uabu Annada (Muuaa Dutta 
on Friday supported a resolution which would have the effect of i educing 
the bud#^:et ^^rants oif the reserved side b\ a crore of rupee.s oi nnue. Ili* 
tomes tt)-day with a prtiposal to spend a lai^i'c sum (d mone\ out of our 
lediued grunts on a sclieme wliit h t an hanll\ be classed as firgeut. J 
must ask the members of this House to liave some regard lor the dilli- 
< ulties of our financial situatitm and to ctmsider taindully Mlu'ther we 
slniuld reall\ be* justifietl in launching upon a s< htune t»f lliis nature at 
ilie piesent time.* As I said we aie taking steps to tlo wlial we can 
to open uj> the inert antile inaiine as a caieei ttn the Jteng.Ji lads, but 
we do not know whether a sjitti< lent numbei td lads would b- onhcoming 
to a<lopt sucli a caieei. At the jneseiit tinn* we ale unable, oi hiiunciul 
leasons alone, tt> accept tin' pitijtosal in the lestdution. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: 1 shall ti\ to lepiy to the 

Hon ble Menibei seiiatim and Ik* slant. What the lesolutioii wants is 
an institution foi tiaining both the khalasis and the seamen whnh also 
seems to be the <d»|t‘( t (»! ( fov(*i iimeiit . 'I lie\ aie tiling to j)<*pularise 
t(ie (*\.iii in.ition iei(‘ntlv ^taited loi the seiaiigs of les^tds helow 
l.lKtd tons. Hut that is something like an anne.xe to the oiiginal insti- 
tution pioposed in the lesnlution. in my opinion tlien* slnmld md he 
an\ ddfi(ult\ ovei theinattei. We nni\ make a modest beginning and 
kei*p the tiaimng (d these two i lasses sejairate I'oi all prai tual 
puip<»ses (heie would be iio ecnifusion la-tween the two, and if, b\ sub- 
setpient natural giowlh. it becMUnes necessaii tti stjjit (w(» different 
nautical s( hools at two tldleient jdaees, this ran easdy be done, alllmugh 
an amalgamation of tiie two hends in one and ibe same rdace would 
be latliei more economnal. 

The next |»oint that has been put foiwurd is whether really there in 
u lieiiiaiid foi such a s< laiol. It is a vei\ iinpoiiaiit jnuiif. J am sorry 
and suipiised too that (iovernment do not hikmu ti> he aware of the needs 
(d tfie time. In (’hittagong- there is a small woikshoj) in whit li ycmrig 
Iniys i)f Ut who hav<* just matiiculuted and belong to gocwl family are 
trying to enter w ith the hope of getting into some job as u niistry ofi a 
ship. If you ran g*ive them opportunities, there will he any number of 
young lads of and I am t<dd that hoys between the age of l(i and 18 
are of the right type; for this purpose graduates and people of that kind 
will not do Our idea i.s that it is only the mat i iculates and such people 
who will really take to a sea-faring career, and it is from that quarter 
that the demand is coming. I have just Wen assured by Rai Ijamdra 
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Lai Ray Bahadur, who is a ship-owner at Chittagong, that he can give 
fiVe such young lads within seven days provided you can give them open- 
ings for their future life. I can assure you also that from Chittagong 
J can give you more than 100 boys — matriculates of all classes and sonic 
of them graduates even — who will be very eager to go into a sea-faring 
life provided they arc assured of a respectable position later on. This 
will show that there is a demand. You will be surprised to hear that 
people who have watched the non-co-operation movement are struck In 
the fact that young lads — matriculates, und(‘r-graduates and sometimes 
graduates — have taken to any sort of profession 'without thinking it 
derogatory. The caste distinctions are perhaps going away very rapidly, 
and if you 'give them good openings, there would be plenty of such people 
coming forward. 

There is a further argument that if you can satisfy the Government 
that there is a real demand, the Government will give y<7u opportunities. 
Kvery body knows that the Government is very slow in moving. If 
many jieople come forward and put in applications to take to sea life 
the Government will think over the matter, and half a dozen years may 
elapse before they decide to take any action, wliii'h will be too late for 
the demand. My idea is that where the interests of tin* people as a 
whole are concerned, at least there will be an a}»preci{ible number wh<i 
will come forward to avail themselves of tlie opfa)rtunity for maritime 
education. At first there may be prejudices just as in tin* case of the 
first Hindu lad who took up the dissec'ting knife at the Medical (’ollege 
and was lionoured by some* sort of bomb fire <u' cannon fire, but it will 
vanish in time as is apparent from the fact that so many peoi)le ru^h in 
for admission into the Medic'ul Gollege at the piesent day. \\ hen the 
first constable was given a leather belt people thought that he would lose 
his caste, but what do we find nowP 

You can g(‘t any number of constables, yon can get any number of 
men -Hindus or Muhammadans-- in that line. So it is (*vident that if 
\ou first give them opportunities, the jceople will ocmie by scores to take 
to that line. If they do not come forward, then, and then only, can yam 
.say that they are absolutely useless. T have already shown that it is 
unsound to say that the Bengalis can never be seamen in their life. 

Then as to the cost, it is no doubt like the pathetic appeal of a defence 
(^mnael in the most indefensible of cases for the accused. The position 
iS that he being the Finance Member, everybody will try to take some- 
thing from him. My personal opinion is that this maritime education 
04 in well l>e tried in the whole of Bengal, and Government should take 
steps to give us some modest opening, at n cost of, say. one lakh of 
rupees. If the scheme was likely to cost more, I would not have brought 
this projm.sal forward. I^akhs and lakh.s of rupees are being voted year 
after year for things which cannot and should not be mentioned in the 
•aine breath us affording maritime education in a nautical schrml to the 
people aa a whole. Therefore, I aay, that poverty should not be pleaded 



NAUTK^AL INSTITUTION. 


367 


1921 .] 


in regard to this particular subject at all. The real idea is that when the 
training vessels on their return to ports will have to he afl'orded a safe har- 
bour, certainly there should be some residential quarters for the cadets 
also. The Hon’ble Member will find in the scheme submitted to Govern- 
ment some years back the object of mentioning this fact. The difficulty is 
whether and how we can procure sea-going vessels. Here I appreciate 
the difficulty of the Hon’ble Member; he practically concedes the point 
in my favour when he says that he is trying to iiulm e Indian ship-owners 
to make some sort of arrangement. At present Kurop(*an firms absolutely 
tlecline to take in Pndian lads as apprentiies. 'I'he solution of the 
(iifticultv lies in the fact that these firms must be made to take in Indian 
lads. 

The examination recently decided upon will not, I am sure, satisfy 
tin* aspirations of the people of whom 1 have talked so much. I have 
seen the very ^xt book for the examination in the vernacular; it is 
something which n^ ill qualih a man to be a serang or something kindred 
to be put in charge of an inland river steamer oiilv. It do(‘s not go 
further. , 

rherefore I hope and trust the (\mncil will agree to accejit my 
lesidution. 

The motion that the bdhiwing amendment be made in the resolution 
was put first, nc., “ that in motion No. lb, for the word ‘vessels’ at 
the end, the. words ‘sea-going steam and other vessels’ be substituted.” 

On lh<‘ Jimlmri beiiiu put. a <li\isioij was taken with tlie following 
result : — 


AYES. 


AMy, Aabu Amulya Dhone. 

Afxal, NawabxadA K. M. Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Waaimuddin. 
Ahmad, Maulvi Axaharuddin. 

Ah, Munahi Amir. 

All, Munahi Ayub. 

Axam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mahamad. 
Banar|aa. Rai Bahadur Abinaah Chandra. 
Bhatiaeharji, Babu Nam Chandra. 

Baaa Mr. B M. 

Chaudhuri, Babu Kiahari Mohan 
Chaudhuri, Babu Tankanalh. 

Chaudhun, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Haftxar 
Rahman. 

Oaa, Babu Bhiahmadav. 

C*a, Babu Fanindralal. 

Data, Rai Bahadur Pyan Lai. 

Otttta, Babu Annada Charan. 

Chaaa, Rat Bahadur da«andra Chundar 
Maa. Shah Byad Emdadul. 

Ki^im, Maulvi Ahdul. 

Karim, Maulvi FaMal. 


Khan, Maulvi Md. RaBqua Uddin. 

Khan, Mr. Raxaur Rahman. 

Khan Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Muhammad Erthad All. 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahandra Chandra. 
Muhharji, Babu Bativh Chandra. 
Muhharjaa, Babu Nitya Ohatia. 
Mukhapadhaya, Babu Barai Chandra- 
Nakay, Mirxa Muhammad Ali. 

Natkar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Pal, Rai Bahadur Radha Charan. 

I Raikai, Mr. Prauuma Dab. 

! Ray, Kumar Bhib Bhakhartowar. 

Ray, Rai Bahadur Upandra Lai. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. Krithna Chandra. 
Roy, Mr. Bijoy Praaad BIngh. 

Ray, Ra|a Manllalf Blngh. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Bgbu Bailaja Math. 

, Balam, Khan Bahadur Abdu*. 

' Barkar, Babu Riahindra Nath. 

Binha, Babu Burandra Narayaii. 

' Btthrawardy. Or. A. 


NOES. 


Bmmrlaa, tba Nan'bla Sir furundru Mdib. 
Baadal. Mr. C. P. 

Biui, Mr. B. f. 


Bampaa, Mr. CL N. 

Chau d hu r i , tba M i n*b M tba Mpumb iaiyfd 
Nawdb AB, tomm BBbadur. 
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09V, Mr. C' c. 

Dtval, Mr. H. P. 

French, Mr. F. C. 

Fcrrciter, Mr. 4. Campbill. 

Coodc, Mr. i. W. 

Cordon, Mr. A. D. 

Hopkynft, Mr. W. t. 

Kerr, the Hcn'blo Mr. J. H. 

Lang, Mr. 4. 

Larmour, Mr. F. A. 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon'ble. 

Marr, Mr. A. 


Mitttr, thd HonWd Mr. P. c. 
Pahlowan, Mauhi Md. Abdul 4ubbar, 
Payno, Mr. C. F. 

Rat, Mr. W. R. 

Rahim, the Hon’blo fir Abd-ur. 
Robinson, MaJor*Conorai, W. H. B. 
SLephenson, Mr. H. L. 

Swan, Mr. J. A. L. 

Travers, Mr. W. L. 

Wheeler, the Hon’blo Sir Henry. 
Williams, Mr. C. Addams. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


TIu* Avf*'* and the Noes ‘J!), the motion vv,is aj^need to. 


TIh’ amended lesolution in the tollouin;^ iojin was tlien jnit and a^'-reed 
to:~ 

“ This (’ouncil recommends to the (loveinment timt steps be 

taken by tioveinment to stait a nautical institution tor lieni^al at 
(’hitta|4’on|»' or in an\ othei suitable plai e in Ueii^'-al lor the tiaininj*' of 
seamen and otiicers for sea-^oinj^ steam and othei vessels.' 


Distress in Khulna. 

Babu NALINI NATH ROY: ^ This ('oum il iecomnieii(ls to the 
(io\ei iimeiit that th( \ nia\ be phrased to suhs< nhe a sum ol moiie\ not 
Ik’Iovv one lakh of lup^’cs to supplement the t*tt'oils of \oluntai\ (.ilmiii- 
sations now working'' loi the leliel ot the (list lesscd peojih^ (d Khulna and 
that a sujiplenuMitary estimate be piescnted as soon as possible I »i the 
v()t(' oi this (’ouncil.” 

(Inly about foui months a^^o th(‘r(‘ was a dis< ussion m this (’ioim il on 
tlie NCarcits prevailing? in Khulna, and a resolution was ji.issod i(*(om- 
imuidiUL'' that “( loNernimuit be pleased to talo* m*c(*ssar\ steps to 
sujipb'inent the efVoits (d local itdnd committees with a mcw to miti^»-at<' 
flu* distress caused b\ the pK'vailin^ .s<an it\ in Khulna ” 1 am som\, 

so siMUi after the pievmus debate, to stand up and apiin bi iiif? this niatttu’ 
befon' tlie (’ouncil. Ibit 1 can not help it 

resolution i.s not the same as that juissed on the TJth July last. 
The dift'erence is this— the prcMous one was not definite, as n'^^aids the 
amount to be spmit ; while my lesolutioii is detiniii* on this point. 

That there was acute distress m the affected area is admitted by all 
p^u•tie^. What makes me take up the time of the (’ouncil for the .second 
time, is the fmt tjiat not onl> theie was acute distress but there is 
acute distre.ss and the pros|>ects is still ijloomy. 

This severe scaicity has not been caused by the failuie of the crop 
of one year but of three or four v(‘ars in smu’essum. The jieople of this 
area have sold their all, including household utensils, Hindus in 
thia part of the country — as almost every where else — do 
not use the same earthen ves^el in which they have 
partaken of l>oile<i rice, twice over. Once they have used it in this way, 
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t l)ecome8 unclean and cannot l)e cleaned bv uasliinjr. But if is a wejj- 
iutnv fact that, in the absence of metal vessels, the people of this effected 
jiea are doing this, although it is against tlie custom. 

This is the state of things as legaids goods and ehattel. As to the 
litjiising problem, most of the huts have tumbled <lo\vn ioi want of means 
t(» lepair them: and the few* that are still standing, are without walls and 
1 hatch. 

As to elothing reipiired for ordinary decency, the scarcity is of a 
gi levous chaiacter. « 

Waim clothing has vanished altogether ami winter is coming. What 
the ((iiidition of the })t‘of)Ie will he. lan he very \\cll imagineik 

'riic spiing of i li.iiit\ that ha" so long kept tlic pettph* alise and 
mitigated suffeiing'. has almost lined up. Tin* vohjntaiN organisations 
tni leliet are without fumls; and the Khulna Famine Ihdiei Committee 
Is rlosing dou n firtallx on the -tttth of No\emhei 

rhe blight side of the pu tint' is .iffoKhnl h\ the fai t that a siv-annu 
( K p has been g-iown in p:wts ot the attV< ted aiea. Hut the men of tin* 
z.iiiiindais and inahajaiis are alieady on the spot and will 1aki‘ away tiu* 
iaigei shale of it, if not all of it; for they ha\e not been paid their dui'H 
!oi veftis. 

I Would meiition the tact that in soim* eases the we<*kl\ dole of rice 
given to these pe<»ple has liren attaehed toi their dues and taken aW'iiV. 
The piesent comlition (d^ln* people, with thepaitial eiop in prospect is a 
little better, but m\ puijMfs** m pres>ing this lesolutioii. at a turn* wln*n 
the (listless Is not acute, is this If we build up nim di liojM* on the crop 
Ml pi( spe( t we aie likel\ to me(*t with a huvI di.sappoint meiit . I'A'en if the 
w Inde of this ciop goes into the pocket (d the laivats. that will not be 
enough to solve the* pndilem foi an\ length <d’ turn*. In‘cau,se the six-annn 
( ioj>. in the* prese*nt state of the people, is a iimmc elM>p in the oe-miii. 
Hesiiics. eer> om* of the affected areas has not got the six-antni ciop. It 
Is u six-anna <iop g^r(»wn on a prehaps ‘.^5 por cent, of the* area. 1 naked 
foi , but the exact figure* is not in iii\ hand Sol ask t he* f| nest ion how will 
the jue.seiit eiop ie*li«*\<* those* (»n whose land the c rop has not grow'ii ? 
And what is of inoie im])oi tance*, a.s charitv is no h)nge*r coming in 
abundance, the vediintarv oi ganisat ions are e e>rnpe‘lled tei shut up fe>r want 
of funds. The elistress of the* pe*ople will not greiw less in future* but will 
assume alarming propoitieins irispite* e»f whate*ver creep tlie*v may have 
grown. If veeluntary re»lief is steeppeel foi' one* month the* result will Im* 
acute* di.stre'ss. 

the memlMTs of the Founcil can verv w’edi imagine to what extent 
the i»eo[de will l>e l>enefite*d hv the present crop. 

Texomplete the picture, settlement ojwndioii is goingon. Whatever 
the beauty of this e)i>eratiein niav 1 m», it elries n<»t coneluee to the relief of 
distress at all. I have Ihm'Ii tedd by the gentleineii of the locality that the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of this department, when visiting thin area, 
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gave them to understand that Government will watch things till th( 
next crop and then take necessary steps. I will now place before the Coun 
cil the amounts that have been spent for relief by Government and the vol 
untury organisation. Government have spent the sum of Rs. 13,022 oi 
gratuitous relief and Rs. 47,908 on agricultural loans. The voluntan 
organisations have spent more than Rs. 1 ,36,000 on gratuitous relief only 

As charity is almost at an end 1 now call upon Government to tak( 
proper steps to see that tiot only death through actual starvation is avertec 
but something more is done for suffering humanity that death througl 
dysentery and other digestive disorders, brought on by de\ouring unsuit 
able stuff to satisfy the gnawing of hunger, is averted ; that the one indis 
pensable food for the raiyats of Rengal, rirr, is distributed liberally; a* 
well as the people supplied clothes to wear and to cover themselves againsi 
the rigours of winter. 

It should be remembered that though people may not be dying througl 
actual starvation, very often they mav he dying in shoals through disease* 
brought about by the conditions 1 have described. 

I have In^en an eye-witness to this suffering and I call ujxui tin* mem- 
bers of this Council and all concerned to meet the situation with liberalit\ 
and proiiifititude. otberwisi* we, inclmling this ('ouncil, may be failing iii 
our duty befon* G(k 1 and man. 

Hefore T clo.se 1 should .sav that T do not suggest that a sum not les? 
than a lakh of riq)ej's should be handed over at^ice, but it ma\ be givtui 
by monthly instalments according to the necessity of the season dist i ibuleti 
over a periixl of one year. Nor do I suggest that this lakh ol rupee,* 
should be sjK'ut on giving charitabb* dob*s, but a ])ortion of it ma\ l>e 
sjient in wages for the able-bodied men on works of |>erinanpnt utility. 
The Khulna Famine Relief Committee, as f was given to understand, wil! 
be ydea.sed to accept some mone\ . We can give them something. Rut 
the first claim is of (‘ourse of those who are heljiless and unable to work, 
the nimiWr of such j>eople is legion. 

With tbe.se words. Sir, I move my re.solution. 

The Hofi’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR ol 
BURDWAN: The object of the mover of this resolution is no doubt very 
laudable, and of course when he says that he has been an eye-witness 
to .some of the sufferings. I do not wish to challenge it, because nobody 
wishes to chnlleng.' the fact that there has been scracity in parts ot 
Khulna, but what I wish to lay I>efore the members of this House ia 
what the real facts are at the pre.sent juncturt*, and whether in view ol 
those facts, the Government would justified in spending a lakh of 
ru|»ee8 in gratuitous relief. 1 take it that the mover himself does hot 
suggest that the Government should declare the area concerned under 
the Famine Code, which would undoubtly be the proper step for Govern- 
ment to take if they considered that there was famine in the portion 
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i.f Khulna under discussion. Well, we have heard that the famine reli^ 
fund is coming to an end because the flow of public charity has ceased. 
I venture to say that this is not the true fact of the case. 

1 have, after visiting the area, been constantly in touch with the Coni- 
mi.Hsioner of the division, and iny department has had constant com- 
munication from* the Collector. Writing on the 7th November last, 
Mr. Fawcus said — 

It 18 worth notiiiR that the organisers of Sir P C. Roy’s fund have infornie<l 
rue that in view of the improved conditions caused by harvesting of early paddy 
au<\ earth works for roAls and embankments now available, tlie c-omimttee pr<i|w)se 

( lose the majority of their relief works by the 30th November. 1 have inspected 
the areas and consider they are justified. 

Writing again on the 12th Noveniher to the (\inuni8sioner, the 
('(•Hector wrote as follows — 

In reply to you»» telegram just received. I have just visited all the affected areas 
and I found the conditions so much improved that 1 am closing down the Syedpiir 
(‘State relief at once and propose to close d(>wn other t'entres by the 30lh Noviunher 
I am Mire that there is no just ifiration for declaring the area under the Famine 
( ode as the price of new nee has come down to 6 pice a seer in many plact'S in 
the affected area and is e.xi>ected to come down to I piee a seer It is a long time 
MTice the pri<'e has been ho low Tliere may be a few isolated areas where mncli. 
tions aje still the same as before hut we may take it that even in Pratapnagnr. a 
I»la(e I visited, there is no longer any famine, and the situation can l>e ndetjuatcly 
<l*’alt with from the distrird relief fund for the present 

These tw(» extracts go to s}.(.\v tliat the relief funds started hv Sir P. C. 
H(*y and by the Rum Krishna Mission and others liave now been closed 
down, and are not being closed down simply for the fact which has bec'ii 
mentioned hv the mover of this resolution TIo may be more in the con- 
fidence of tlwse gentlemen, and it may be true that their funds an* low', 
but whether their funds are low or not, what we have to consider is 
whether the funds necessary to maintain and kc*ep uji the amount of 
relief at present reejuired are adequate. From the MagistrateVs report 
it is amply clear that this is so. From that point of view it seeing to me 
to he unnecessary to spend money on gratuitous relief when the con- 
ditions have so far improved as to necessitate the closing down of these 
funds, and the organisers themselves think that the cemditions have 
improved. Sir P. C. Rov also wrote to me the other day c>n the suhject. 
Well, of course he has mentioned other matters which have no connection 
with the present discussion. Tie says — 

T am directed by my committee to state for your information . . that my 

wmmittee have dedded to stop relief operations with effect from th« ffOth Novem- 
wr next after distributing doles of rice to helpless women and orphans for the 
first two weeks of December ... 

The next point is this: that the mover of the resolution has asked 
(he memberi) of (his rounril In vote a lakh of nifteea for further relief. 

I may tell him that if in the plarea where even thia year rropa have not 
trrown. if in those place, aurinjr the preaent venr. condition, really become 
•cute afrain, there ia no need to be aUnned, for thia reanon, that in the 
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we have adequate funds for famine relief, and as in the budget 
that amount is not ear-marked for any particular area, it might be made 
available for Khulna or any other place during the current year. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: How much money may I 
ask have you got in the budget? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAilA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: T am coming to that, Kumar Sahib. In the budget we 
have undei- famine relief and in.suraTice a siim of P.s. 50.000 foi famine 
relief, including giatuitous lelief, and ii sum of 1,50,000 for transfei 
to famirn*- insuijince fund whidi can be made available if ciiCunistanc»‘s 
denuind. Out of this fund fbi giatuitous rdief, \vt* have still got Rs. 25 
to Rs. 3(),t)(H). We have spent about Rs. 15,000 sf> far, and we can 
Hpernl uf) to Rs. 1,50, IKK). I’herefore, it sr*ems to me (iuil<* nnnecessarv 
to ask the Council to budget or»e lakh (d vnpees especially for the Khulna 
famine; for in the lirst place, there is no famine there at the present 
moment. secondl\, if !imne\ was lecniiied we have g(d more than the lakh 
of ruf»e(*s that the mover wants. h\M these leasons it sefuns to me <juite 
unne<'esHaf \ to vote toi tlie aiinuint ovei ami above the IN 1.50,000 we 
have in the Imdgod for this purpose. 

Tlien, again, there is onl\ one <|Ueslion that lemains t(» he aiisweied. 
rtc., the ( omlit ion oi the people generally. .\s 1 said in tin ('om m inuiini’ 
which was i%sue<l aftei m\ visit, there is no <lonbl that wlie?<- the real 
scarcity lay was in tli(‘ insuffn ierM.v of wearing ai>paiel for the tieo])le 
of the localit\. Isven that has been met, ami at the present moment we 
have had no further <'omplaints; if thme are. 1 am sine the organisation 
still kept o]»en will have no dilil< ulty in dealing with them. 

T he ( 'ollect oi ’ s view 1 hat t he sit nat nm has inipro\(*d lias been ( (rnfirmed 
liy a report of a gentleman (»f the Salvation Army who came to see me 
and gave valuable information whirh was puhlislieii in the Statcsninn of 
the 0th Xo\ ember. Tie noted that there was a marked impiovement in 
the ])h\si('al condition of the people he visited. He iiisjiei ted about 
4,t)00 men, women and diildren and only about five could he said to he 
in a poor condition. Of these three proved to he suffering from malaria, 
one hahy with chest trouble, and a < ase of neglect by a half-witted mothei. 
As regards Oovernment's c<»ntiihution, I need not go into the (juestion, 
us I believe the mover of the resolution has prai tically mentioned the 
figures. All I need point out is that there is no need to take an uiarinist’s 
view of the position. I may have to say .something when the next two 
resolutions come up regarding the setllenient operations in these areas. 

I do not propose to amswer him W<'nuse there is sufficient time for me to do 
80 when the next resoIuti<m comes up. It will suffice for the present to 
say that if in any of the anhis crop is not grown this year, and the con- 
ditions l>e< ome serioms, there are sufficient funds in the budget, as it has 
been passed by this Council in April last to go on with such relief 
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meaflnares m inay b© necessary. For these reasons, I would not reeom^ 
mend the acceptance of this resolution as there is no need to provide for 
tbisanaountof money in the budget, as we find that in the budget wt 
have more money thali is demanded by the mover. 

Babtt NALINi NATH ROY: I have heard what the Hoirble Member 
I an had to say. It is not likely that I should know what amount has 
been budgeted, but I know that the distress is there and will he acute. 

I will read the letter, the first portion of which the Hon’ble Memlier has 
m(‘ntioned, and will fdiow’ to the (Unincil that there is distress at present, 
ami there will be distress later on. That letter w hic h he has read to the 
( oiinc il is from Sir P. C. Roy, to the Hon’ble the Mahnrajadhiraja Baha- 
dur of Bill'd wan. Sir P. C. Roy says — 

In tbit connection I may remind you that at a round-table conference in the ‘ 
huiiKalow of the IJistrict Magistrate of Khulna, we were given to understand 
that Government would keenly watch the position. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAdA BAHADUR ef 
BURDWAN: May I rise td a point of order and «iay that Government ' 
are watching the situation and there is no need to r<*ad that fKirtion of 
the letter? 1 have read out the portion of it that (‘oncerns this residu- 
tion. 

Bebif NAUINI MATH ROY: I w'ant to .show' from Ihe letter that it 
states that theue is distres.‘<. I d<» net know^ what money has been 
budgeted for its relief and I am ejuite justified in bringing this matter 
Iw^fore the rouncil. 

The motion was put and declared lost. 

The mover asked for a division, hut the l)eputy-Prc».sident ruled that 
he was too late, as the* decision «>f the House had heen announc'ed. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: In regard to the next motion 
lUi Harendramith (’handhuri saw me and asked i>ermissioii that 
Balm Sailaja Nath Roy (’handhuri may be allowed to move it for him, 

1 granted him this perniis.sion. 

Sunrey and Settlamant oparationt in Khulna. 

Babu SAILAJA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI: ‘This Council 
recommends to the Government that the Survey and SetHement operations 
in the district of Khulna be stoppeil for the present. 

The apprehension of a distress in Khulna was brought to the notice 
of the Council and the Government in March last, during the diMmssioti 
on the budget ; but. unfortunately, it failed to attract such attention as 
it ought to have. I need not take your *time in discussing here all 
happened since and is still happening as it has been fully discussed 
ta eonnectioa with the motion of my friend, Babu Kalini Nath Roy. I 

T 
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w'ant to make here a few ohservatione reffarding the Survey and Settle* 
merit operations and submit how it is desirable to suspend them for tlu* 
time being. 

During the voting of grants motiops were brought forward by various 
members to suspend or at any rate to curtail the grant of Survey and 
Settlement opemtions in Bengal and at least one member prayed for the 
suspension of these operations in Khulna considering the fact that Khulna 
could not yet recover itself from the disastrous effecf of the cyclone of 
1919. The Hon’ble Member in charge, as usual, v^ry eloquently pleaded 
how the reductions, as demanded, were unthinkable and tried 
to explawi away all the objections raised, point by point, but curiously 
remained silent as far as the distressed conditions of Khulna were 
concerned. This only went to show that either he had no sensible 
objections to make or the facts were so misrepresented as could be safel\ 
ignored. As far as I know the facts (juoted by the learned mover were 
taken from the Government reports and. therefore, they could not be 
contradicted. Thus there was only one conclusion which the Government 
was loath to admit. Certain observations were also made which require 
a ('areful scrutiny and 1 want to meet him on the very questions niised by 
him in support of these operations. Perhaps he too, believed, with a few 
other members of the Council whose hearts were found to overflow with 
Hvmpathv for the voiceless millions, that these motions vere brought by 
the much maligned zamindars and their friends in this Council. 

The primary objection, it appeared, which the Uon’ble 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur had against the suspension of these operations 
in districts where the traverse survey was completed, as in Khulna, w'as 
that the Government would have to spend the sum over and again fo? 
making boundary lines and building pillars — thus it was thought not 
desirable to thrust an extra burden on a district or districts concerned. 
Frankly .speaking, I fail to follow it. Ts it to be understood that the 
pillars which have been built, the boundary lines which may have been 
nmrketl are made <if sand to disap|M*ar as soon as they are made? The 
rules lay down for a register of the.se pillars and marks and thus (harge 
given to the ehowkidars. Are we to understand the map or the hooks 
that may have been prepared are also lost? Tt will be interesting to see 
how the Hon’ble Member eonsistently reconciles his policy with his 
subsequent action specially in reference to the suspension of these 
works in Murshidabad. The people have a right to know why and how 
ihe.se operation.s were .suspended in Murshidabad and so vigourously 
taken up in Khulna— and further why of all places in the district the 
affected area taken first ? 

Do the Government think that the people of this area are better off 
than their brethren of Mprshidabad? Are we to understand that the 
Government do not believe that there is any distress there f Or is it 
because the people of Khulna have been denouncing it since its very 
inception? What about the officers engaged in Murshidabad? Have 
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they been thrown out of employment or their services utilised elsewhere? 
Sir, I submit, these are questions which oppress the people and the 
seeming indifference of the Government to their grievanceH, the cold, 
(alculaling and callous replies to their queries exasperate their feeling. 
It is no wonder that there prevails as widespread a discontent as you 
can possibly imagine even among the musses. Why Maine the non- 
co-operators? You yourself drive the people to non-co-operate. People 
at least expect you to be consistent, but I forget consistency may be a 
virtue but inconsistency is no crime. The people wanted relief and 
you have been giving it with vengeance. Surely it is another proof, 
if any proof is needed at all, that the Hon’hle Member has been doing 
all that could be possibly done to mitigate their suffering. * 

Next, Sir, were told that no appreciable reduction was possible 
under these grants. It appears from Ilis Excellency’s speech on the 
opening of the session of the Eouncil, that it has now been found possible 
to a certain extent. Are we ttf understand that this has been made 
possible at the cost of efficiency? Is it why the Kanungoes are 
empowered with revenue pdwers to conduct these proceedings? 1 would 
only say the settlement operations as are now being carried on in Khulna 
is a mere farce and the (jppression and the culurii {»f the underlings- — 
the less said of their not(»riety the better — will be greater than before, 
rhe Hon’ble Member liimself observed, I am quoting liis own words, 
that “if the record-of-rights is to be prepared at all, it is best to have 
an accurate one because a bad and inaccurate record is worse than no 
iec(»rd at all.” I put it to the Ilon’ble Member if the present arrange- 
ments will help him to have the records prepared as indicated by him. 
My submission is- it is far from so. 

Much has b<*en made of a remark made by a certain member that the 
hmg delayed pledge to the voiceless millions c an not lw» deferred. These 
measures, it is said, will confer untcdd Iilessiiigs on the niiyats and their 
landlords in the peaceful enjoyment of their rights. Every one known 
how costly and troublesome litigations follow the settlement proceedings. 
Well, nobody wants to lose what he has got. f\uitestH are inevitable 
between the landlords and their t«*nants. Ifow^ can you exiiect the raiyats 
to fight with their xamindars when they have to deptuid on others’ 
charity for their livelihood. Ortainly, it is not the time to thrust upon 
the people a measure hoivever beneficial itn effects may be. An to the 
unfulfilled pledge — it appears as if this is the only pledge remaining to 
be fulfilled, l^lease do not talk of pledges — we have Irtid enough. 

I cannot but refer to another stock argument that the people have 
got to pay nothing for costs junt at present and, as such, how could 
there be any objection? I like to be enlightened if they have to supply 
all the necessities from fuel to f<K>d to ^le settlement officers under 
penalty, and if any payment is made for the supplies. How would you 
expect from a people— -distressed as they are by want of food — deTo«ded 
as they are by want of clothes — ^to take advantage of the settlement 
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proceedings, to co-operate with and take directions from the settlement 
officers at every step as contemplated by the settlement proceedings— 
specially when their services are more urgently lequired for the harvest? 

It is maintained by some that these operations will help the affected 
people to earn a living. To them I would say they have no knowledge 
of the things as they stand and I pity their ignorance. 

If you are really anxious for the welfare of the raiyats, why do you 
not show that zeal and earnestness which you have been showing to push 
on these operations for protective w'orks? I submit and I believe the 
Hon’ble Member himself will bear me out that protective works in this 
part of thp district are essential not only for a good harvest but also for 
human habitation. It is known to the Government that almost all the 
protective works and dams w'ere destroyed or seriously damaged by the 
cyclone of 1919 and the root cau.sc of the distress lies in it. I remember 
the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr once pointed out to me and the flon’ble Member 
has just also made a reference to it that there was a fund called famine 
insurance fund and its object was either for actual relief of famine or for 
protective irrigation works or similiar w’orks. I w’ant to know if the 
Government had to sjiend any sum out of it for the distressed people of 
Khulna either for actual relief or for any protective works as contemplated 
by the fund. Sir, a large number of pe<>ple have left their homes for a 
shelter elsewhere and the lands lie flat and barren. First make the 
lands fit for human habitation and then think of settlement. It will not 
be too much to say that these tracts will be depopulated at no distant date 
if the present state of things are further allowed to coutinue. Ask any 
one you like in these places and record w hat he says. 

I would ask the Hon’ble Member to compare the condition of Khulna 
of 1897 with the present. The distress of 1897, when the people, as the 
Government report says, were found unwilling to come to relief, was 
treated as a famine. What do w'e find now? instances are not rare of 
hundred.^ of people: men. women and children — old, infirm and sick — 
huddled together in small clusters coming from a distance of 40 miles or 
more to receive a handful of rice for relief I challenge contradiction. 
It pH.sses my comprehension how’ you can still treat this so lightly. 

I theridore pray for a suspension of settlement operations as a relief 
measure and I believe the settlement operations cnnnot be carried on 
and a correct record-of-rights prepared under the existing conditions. 
In the name of the suffering humanity. T appeal to your hearts and 
commend the resofution to the acceptance of the House. 

At this stage the Council was adjourned for 15 minutes. 

After the adjournment. 




Mwilvi A. K. FAZL'UL HAQi I have given notice of a similar resolu- 
tion, but instead of moving it by way of a separate motion, I wish to say 
a few words in support of the resolution now before tbe House. The 
• Khulna district is now a matter of eommoir 
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knowledge. I have received several letters' from various parts of iKe 
district in which influential gentlemen well acquainted with local condi- 
tions have urged upon me to bring forwanl this resolution in deference to 
the wishes of a large section of the district. We all know that when 
settlement operations begin in any district, some minor survey o|)erationH 
Inive got to be carried on and the visits of amitis and others, who carry on 
lheseoi)eration8, are in many instances rather unwelcome to the ]M»ople of 
the locality which they visit. When there is a scarcity prevailing in any 
part of the country, ithe people are in no iikkmI to attend the operations, 
however imixutant they may be, and for various reasons it is just 
and proper that the feelings of the people should he res|H'cted in this 
matter, I understand that minor survey operations have been carried 
o\ii in other districts and it is just i^ssible to leave Khulna alone for the 
present till hette^; conditions prevail, and to carry on settlement operations 
III other districts where survey operations have l>eon completed. I would 
)()in my friend, who has moved this resolution, in the appeal to the 
iloii’ble Member in idiarge Jto see his way to afford the pmiple some ridief 
hv 8us|»ending settlement opieration for at least a short jieriiMl till better 
conditions prevail in that district. 

Ba^ AMULYA DHONE ADDY: 1 am sorry that I have to oppose the 
resolution which has been moved on the suspension of Survey and Settle- 
ment operations in the district of Khulna. This question was raided 
vlieii the budget was under discussion. Several amendments were moved 
for the reduction of the budget grunt for the Survey and Set dement opera- 
tions in the district of Khulna and the other districts and theie wue a hot 
tli.scussion on that subject, but notwithstanding the strong support of some 
(•t tlic members of this ('ouncil, all the aimoidmeiitN were lost. Since 
then, (lovernment has upiminteii a nuinlnT of otiicers ami a mins for the 
survey of the distrii ts of Jessore and Khulna and I may lie allowed to say 
that the zamimlais interested liave also atqxiinled a nuinlxT of their 
othcors for this work. It would l>e too late to suspend the survey and 
settlement work in the district of Khulna. If we do (liat, the (iovern- 
ment as well as the zamindar.s will he placed in a false position. The 
Government may transfer the.se officers to some other districts, hut what 
about the officers appointed by the zamindarsP Are their services to be 
dispensed with? Then what is the obje<*t of this survey settlement? 
I understand it is to protect the legal rights of the raiyals and, by this 
operation, a numWr of disputes will he avoided. I know as a matter of 
fact there are several disputes l)etween landlords and tenants in connection 
with boundaries, in connection with the increase of rents and in loniiection 
with the rights of the tenants. Some of the raiyats have alleged that 
they have got permanent leases but the samindars say that the raiyats are 
merely tenants-at-will. It is the best oppfirtunity to settle thf»se dispute* 
between landlofds and tenants. It baa been stated that this is not the 
proper time to take up survey and settlement work, because of the famine 
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i^a^ing in the district of Khulna. But, Sir, I may be allowed to state 
that the cost is realised not l>efore this work is taken in hand nor during 
the progress of this work ])ut after the final publication of the rec'ord-of- 
rights, and therefore, at least during the next 12 months, there is n(» 
possibility of the realisation ot’this cost from the tenants. Then what 
is the cost as it appears from the budget discussion on this question? 
It is not more than one rupee per acre. I do not think it w'ould be too 
costly to take up this work having regard to the advantages of survey and 
settlement work, but I would take this opportunity of requesting Govern- 
ment to reduce the charge so far as it would be practicable. It has been 
stated that it will be a source of great hardship on the raiyats, but it 
appears to me that 75 {km- cent, of the total cost is realised from the zamin- 
dars and not from the raiyats. It has also been stated that there is a fam- 
ine but it ajipears from the report of the Government that at present there 
is no famine. I admit that in the Asasuni thana there is scarcity still. 
I, therefore, suggest that the settlement work in that thana may be ad- 
journed for the time being. But that is no reason why the survey and 
settlement work in the whole district of Khulna should be suspended. 
It appears from the (Udvutta Gazette that the price of rice has materially 
come down in Khulna where it is being sold at 8 seers per rupee. But u.'« 
u rice-trader 1 may be allowed to say that rice is selling at JO seers per 
rupee in the interior of the Khulna district. It appeals from the official 
report, and 1 know it is a fac t, that the hhadoi crop is very good. I there- 
fore submit that my friend is labounng under a misapjireliension. This 
res(dution appears to be a vague one. It has been suggested to postpcme 
the settlement operations for the present. For what period and how long 
the oificius art* to be kept in abeyance without any pay, 1 fail to under- 
stand. 

With tliese ix'marks, 1 strongly opiKise this resolution. 

Bibu NALINI NATH ROYs 1 would not like to add much. I only 
Kuy (his much that tlie people ot Khulna have already got enough of 
adverse fai tors to attend to. and 1 do not know why Government should 
add another in the shape of settlement ()]>erations at a time when the 
people are in a bad plight. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: The settlement 
operations in cerUiu districts are sometimes ruinous — ruinous not only 
to the Government but also to the raiyats. I know thi.s from experience 
and 1 rta> confidently that the settlement operations should be taken up 
in prosperous times. The reasons suggested by the mover is this, that 
in Khulna the people have been suffering from the acute distress. We 
have got information just now from the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja 
Bahadur of Burdwan that the state of affairs is now clearing up and that 
there has been some improvement in that quarter. Well, Sir, under 
these ciroumstancee my view ia that the settlement operationa may bh 
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suspended for some time. The resolution lays down that Khulna district 
is to be relieved from the operations of the settlement proceedings. I 
do not go so far. I say that Government would be pleased to take such 
precautions that the settlement proceedings may not affect the portions 
where the people are suffering. These are the points which 1 submit 
to the Council. Government may be pleased to take such precautions 
will ensure stoppage of survey in that quarter where the people are 
affected by the distress. 

With these obsen^tions, I resume my seat. 


Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIKs I heg to support this motion, 
and i!i doing so I do not think that anything need be add«‘d toVhat has 
been said by the mover and Maulvi Fazl-ul Haq. But I think I must try 
(o remove some misconception tliat is in the mind oi my friend, Babu 
\niulya Dhone Addy, as he opposes this resolution. What the lesolu- 
Mnn asks for is thht the Survey and Settlement operations he stopped 
for the present. It does not want that it should be slopped in all the 
districts. The whole of mj» friend’s argument is based on the fact that 
ili'oe was u discussion on the matter at the time of the budget, but such 
.1 (|uestion does not arise. The (|U(*stion is whether, in this patticular 
district* the operations should be continued for the present, owing to 
tlie specific reason, namely, that a famine prevails there. Therefore, 

I think that fhere is not much of sense in the first argument. Then, 
(oiii-'s the second (juestion that there is no famine. Whv? — bpcuuse 
the (loverninent has t(dd us so. I say there is a famine bet'ause the 
jM‘()ple have said so. (“ Hear,” ” hear.”) He may bo fine of those men 
who think that the highest ciedit should Ik* given to tin* Government 
leports ami when the peopb* of the country fr<»m Sir TV Hoy down- 
waid- ~a band of selfless workers — have saifl that there is still famine, 
their evidence is nothing. There are Subdivisional Officers, the Dis- 
trict Magistrate and on the tj»p ot‘ them the Divi.sioual Commissioner; 
and my frieml, Mr. Anuilya Dhonc Addv. i.s one of those men wdio think 
that when these officers choose to write that there is no famine, it must 
Ik* taken as absolute truth. I am not one of those men who iVfiuld 
not trust my own countrymen. 

Government says that there is no famine and Babu Amulya Dhonr 
Addv thinks that there is no famine. Pray why did some of the high- 
eat officials of Government subscribe handsomely, if there is no famine f 
Only a month and a half ago Rs. 1,000 was subscribed by a high Govern- 
ment official. Why did he .send that? Just about a month and a 
half ago, why did some of the Hon’hle Meml>ers send down clothes, 
money and all that? One of them is sitting in close proximity to Babu 
Amulya Dhone Addy and he might put that ^luestion in a whis[>er. If 
there was no famine, why was that done? It is idle to say that because 
Goveinment say there is no famine, there is no famine. We have l*een 
ask-n? in offer subscriptions to the best of our ability. When pco|*ie are 
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•vrorking under the leadership of Sir P. C, Boy, who is a good irorier 
never given to ostentation, political discussion or anything of the in^’ 
and who is doing solid good work there, are we to brush this aside ^ iiabi, 
Ainulya Dhone Addy says that since Government says there is no 
famine, there must be no famine— that is a preposterous idea. Of course, 
I do not know what he would call a famine. I do not know if the rise m 
prices means a famine to him or just a profit to him. I am not in tho 
trade, so I do not know, but this 1 know that my countrymen there are 
suffering a great deal; that there is tremendous trouble over there 
and that people are so very badly suffering, that they have very little 
food to eat and no clothes to wear. Even women cannot come out ci 
their homes for want of clothes. Because all these facts are nut 
mentioned in a Government note, are we to disbelieve what appeared 
in the papers P 1 am not going to do that. 1 do not think that I need 
say more than this. Under the cin^umstances, it is^only proper that 
these settlement operations should not be continued at least for some 
time till better days prevail. My friend says that there is no famine 
in Khulna. Supposing 1 had typhoid and the doctor says that there is 
no fever now, is this the time when I should be troubled with summons, 
(‘tcP There was famine a month ago. Because the famine stopped 
yesterday, is it a reason why these settlement ojH'r'ations should go 
onP There is no sense in it. It is always better to take a sensible 
view of these things. There w'as a fauiine, everybody knows includ- 
ing the Government. Princely donations were paid by Government 
officers. We have heard of it and rend of it. The whole country has 
paid subscriptions. Men from Bombay and men from distant Madras 
also subscribed. But my friend does not believe all that. He says that 
there is no famine. Since the famine has stopped, the settlement 
operations must go on, as if the only remedy for the famine is settle- 
ment o[ieratiorj8, that is to say, settlement ojM'iations are to he the 
quinine of famine. As soon as the fever is gone, as soon us the famine 
is gom^, the (juiniue of settlement oiK*rali(»ns must 1h* given. This i* 
absurd. 


TiHi Hon*bl« th« MAHARAJADHIRAilA BAHADUR of 

BUROWANi So far, the debate on the resolution of Rai Harendra* 
nath Chaudhuri moved by Babu Sailaja Nath Roy Chaudhuri 
has been healthy in this sense that the discussion has centred round 
the question of the distress that has been prevailing and still to certain 
extant prevails in parts of the Khulna district. Now, from that 
point of view, I must say that I have welcomed the discussion for it 
makes it easier to reply than if an attack had been made with regard to 
settlement operations in general. The main objections raised by most 
of the previous speakers, especially those who are conversant with the 
oonditio&s iff portions of the Khulna district, that as in places in the 
Khulna disirioi whm there has been this distress pe<^le have already 
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suffering, tlunt fiirther suffering ift the way of oettlfr 
“"**!*^^ration8 now started there may not be inflicted upon them. Oa 
TnTmy answer is this that GoTernment are well aware of tie 
cofdWons in those parts of the district of Khulna and in view of that 
fact I have already passed orders that in areas where there had been 
liistress, the cadastral survey that is now going on in the Khulna dis- 
trict is not to take place until the harvest has been gathered in and 
there are no crops on the field. I consider that to be a sufticicnt remedy 
for the present for this reason that if we had arrived at a stage in the 
Khulna settlement operations that we were likely to begin recovery 
certainly the conditions of the tenantry would be for worse than if we 
had decided to carry on the cadastral survey in areas where there had 
been distress; but the recoveries are not likely to begin till the year 
1924-25, and therefore, we may safely say that by that time, Providence 
being kind, conditions in Khulna may so improve that it would n<it be 
^uch a hardship as it would be the case if the recoveries had to be 
pressed at the present moment. 


Now, so far as the area in which there has been distress is concerned, 
I have already mentioned that orders have issued that there are to be 
no cadastml surveys until the harvest has been gathered in and the 
fields are bare, for it is a well-known fact llmt in the Settlement Depart- 
ment we try, to fini.sh our programme within a spef ified litne. ami have 
to start this cadastral survey when pa<ldy is still on the land which does 
cause u certain amount of irritation to the tenants, although when there 
is a bumper crop there i.s sometimes an aggmvated or rather exagger- 
ated idea of this irritation. We admit that in the affected parts of 
Khulna, it w’ould be more judicious and more humane to |>osipone the 
cada.'^tral survey until the harv’est has been gathered and (he fields are 
bare and little harm can be done to any crops there. That being so, I 
say that we have met fair and square the uiguinent (hat we should 
not harass the people in the localities where there has been di.stress. 


As regards the accusation made by the mover f»f this resfdiitiori 
(it is difficult for me to say whether he was really exfire.ssing his own 
views or those of the gentleman on who.se behalf he was moving this 
resolution) that as we had decided to go buck to a two-party prograrame 
why Khulna had been included, I will meet the points by mentioning 
what are the two reasons for which Government eveq when deciding 
to reduce the settlement operation to a two-party basis included 
Khulna. It is perfectly obvious that it was not included to harass the 
people nor is it true to say that Government knowing full well that in 
parts of Khulna there is a chronic state of failure, or chronic state of 
scarcity of crops the Government are still pressing the settlement 
operations. Government are fully aware of the sMie of affairs but the 
reason why Government decided to push on with the work is to avoid 
H ooneidenihle dislocation or disorganisation. Apart from that kusi 
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working under the leadership of Sir P. C. Roy, who is a good worker, 
never given to ostentation, political discussion or anything of the kind 
and who is doing solid good work there, are we to brush this aside y Habu 
Amulya Dhone Addy says that sinc,e Government says there is no 
famine, there must be no famine — that is a preposterous idea. Of course, 
1 do not know what he would call a famine. 1 do not know if the rise in 
prices means a famine to him or just a profit to him. 1 am not in th(‘ 
trade, so 1 do not know, but this 1 know that my countrymen there are 
suffering a great deal; that there is tremeudo\\s trouble over there 
and that people are so very badly suffering, that they have very little 
food to eat and no clothes to wear. Even women cannot come out ot 
their homes lor want of clothes. Because all these facts are not 
mentioned in a Government note, are we to disbelieve what appeared 
in the papers? 1 am not going to do that. I do not think that 1 need 
say more than this. Under the circumstances, it is,. only proper that 
these settlement operations should not be continued at least for some 
time till better days prevail. My friend says that there is no famine 
in Khulna. Supposing 1 had typhoid and the doctor says that there is 
no fever now, is this the time when I should be troubled with summons, 
etc? There was famine a month ago. Because the famine stopped 
yesterday, is it a reason why these seitlenicnt ojierations should go 
on? There is no sense in it. It is always better to take a sensible 
view of these things. There was a famine, everybody knows includ- 
ing the Govermiient. Princely donations were paid by Government 
officers. We have heard of it and read of it. The whole country has 
paid sub.scriplions. Men from Bombay and men from distant Madras 
also subscribed. But my friend does not believe all that. He says that 
there is no famine. Since the famine has stopped, the settlement 
operations must go on, as if the only remedy for the famine is settle- 
ment oi»erution8, that is to say, Heitlement opciaiioiiH are to U* the 
quinine of famine. As 8(M>n as the fever is gone, as soon as the famine 
is goms the (|uinine of settlement (>]>erations must W given. This is 
al)8urd. 

Thi Hon*blt thf MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

DURDWAHl 8o far, the debate on the resolution of Rai Harendra- 
uath Ghaudhuri moved by Bahu Sailaja Nath Roy Chaudhuri 
has been healthy in this sense that the discussion has centred round 
the question of the distress that has been prevailing and still to certain 
extent prevails in parts of the Khulna district. Now, from that 
point of view, I must say that I have welcomed tfie discussion for it 
makes it easier to reply than if an attack had been made with regard to 
settlement operations in general. The main objections raised by most 
of the previous speakers, especially those who are conversant with the 
oonditions in portions of the Khulna district, that as in places in the 
Khulna district where there hae been this distress pecple have already 
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undit^n^ nuch suffering, that further suffering in the way of settl^ 
ment operations now started there may not be iiifficted upon them. On 
that point my answer is this that GoYermiient are well aware of the 
conditions in those parts of the district of Khulna and in view of that 
fact 1 have already passed orders that in areas where there had been 
distress, the cadastral survey that is now going on in the Khulna dis- 
trict is not to take place until the harvest has been gathered in and 
there are no crops on the held. 1 consider that to be a suthchuit remedy 
fur the present for this reason that if we had arrived at a stage in the 
Khulna settlement operations that we were likely to begin n*covery 
certainly the conditions of the tenantry would be far worse than if we 
had decided to carry on the cadastral survey in areas where there had 
been distress; but the recoveries are not likely to begin till the year 
1924-26, and therefore, we may safely say that by that time, IVovidence 
being kind, conditions in Khulna may so improve that it would not be 
fiuch a hardship as it would be the case if the recoveries had to be 
pressed at the present moment. 

Now, so far as the area in which there has been distress is com'eriied, 

1 have already mentioned that orders have issued that there are to be 
no ciuiastral surveys until the harvest has been gathered in and the 
fields are bare, for it is a well-known fact that in tlu' Settlement I)e|Mirt- 
ment we try, to finish our programme within a specified time, and have 
to start this cadastral survey when paddy is still on the land which does 
cause a certain atiiouiit of irritation to the tiuiaiits, although when there 
is a bumper crop there is sometimes an aggravated or rather exagger- 
ated idea of this irritation. We admit that in the affected parts i>f 
Khulna, it would l>e more judicious and more hunm!>e to |)OHtj)onc* the 
cadastral survey until the harvest has hec*ii gullieied and the fields are 
hart* and little harm can he done to any (‘rc»ps there. 4'hat being so, 1 
nay that we have met fair and 8C|uare the argument that we should 
not harass the pc'ople in the localities where there has been distrc*ss. 

As regards the accusation made by the m<»ver of this rescdutioii 
(it is difficult for me to say whether he was really expressing his own 
views or those of the gentleman on w'hose behalf he was moving this 
resolution) that as we bad decided to go back to a two-party programme 
why Khulna had been included. I will meet the points by mentioning 
what are the two reasons for which Government eveij when deciding 
to reduce the settlement operation to a two-party basis included 
Khulna. It is perfectly obvious that it was not included to harass the 
people nor is it true to say that Government knowing full well that in 
parts of Khulna there is a chronic slate of failure, or chronic state of 
scarcity of crops the Government are still pressing the settlement 
operations. Government are fully aware of the sMte of affairs but the 
reason why Government decided to push on with the work is to avoid 
a eoneidarahle dislocation or disorganisation. Apart from that fiaot 
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t^e two reasons why Government decided to posh on the operations 
were as follows; the Government thought that, in the first place, so 
far as Government estates in the Khulna district were concerned and 
so far as my information goes, as there had been no famine or scarcity 
of any kind, there would be a definite increase in revenue. The second 
reason why Gj)vernment decided to carry on was this that when we 
have a large staff to go into the question of settlement operations, n 
is a good opportunity of having a general survey of the embankment n 
in that district, for we know that owing to certain defects in a good 
number of these embankments (some of them small ones) saline watoi 
gets in and very often w'e find that that is the reason for a cbnmii 
state of failure of crops in certain areas in the Khulna district each 
year. What we want to get at is (we have already started that work 
in the Irrigation Deparment, namely, of placing a special officer undei 
the Settlement Officer at Khulna) to make a general survey and to 
report to Government as to the condition of these embankments. This 
information will he collected, during tlie settlement operations and, 
wheji w e have that before us, we hope to be in a position to consider some 
practical steps to remove at any rate one of the causes of the failure ot 
crops, viz.t inundation by salt water. The question remains to be seen 
as to what the Irrigation Department recommends. It is possible that 
we may have to make use, when w^e get the information, of the Bengal 
Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement Act. 19*^0, in order to restore and 
construct embankments and sluice-gates. Instructions have been 
given to settlement kanungoes to inquire and report in w'hich village^^ 
(he <‘rops have been lost owing to the failure to maintain embankments 
and in which villages they consider the question of new’ embankments 
requires investigation. Then again, (he survey maps will be of help 
to us as they will .show* the existing (diannels and embankments, and 
all information that we re(jiiire for dealing with the protection of cul- 
tivated lands from inundation w’ill thus be ccdlected. It is for these 
tw'o reasons mainly that we derided, even when we curtailed our pro- 
gramme owing to the general finaiuial position of the province, to a 
two-party basis to go ahead witli the Khulna operations. As I say, 
the reasons why we want to proieed with the (tperations at Khulna 
are in the first place that in the Government estates, w’here fortunately 
the conditions of crops are good, there w ill be an increase in revenue, 
and secondly, in places where we know that owing to inundations and 
to a chronic state 6f partial failure of crops it w’ould he possible for us 
to collect very valuable materials on which we could take action regard- 
ing embankments or sluice-gates as may be found necessary. It is 
with these two objects alone that we have proceeded with the Khnlna 
operations. 

I may aay in this connection that when I consulted my Standing 
Committee so far back in July last, they were of the same opinion and 
before this resolution came on T consulted my Standing Committee 
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on the subject and they agreed with me and also approved of the 
u'tion of Government, namely, to stop the cadastral survey in areas 
nhere there had been distress until the crops had been gathered. 


I think I have said sufficiently to convince the Council that we 
proposed to proceed with the Khulna operations with the best of 
motives, and for protecting those who have suffered much, luckily in 
.mail areas, and that we propose to delay the cadastral survey until the 
harvest has been gathered in those places. 1 think, therefore, that under 
ill these circumstan^'es, the mover of the resolution would be well 
iidvised to withdraw his resolution. On behalf of Government , for the 
reasons I have stated, I am sorry for not being able to accept, it. 


Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I exptcted a very 
sympathetic reply from the Jlon’ble the Mahaiajadhiruja Bahadur of 
Hurdwan, But f ,was sadly disapixiinted. 1 do not know whether I 
could claim that amount of knowledge which the Malm raj ad hi raj a 
Hahudur, as head of the Revenue Department possesses, hut from what 
1 have known in my owii*district I can safely say that the delay of 
cadastral operations for a month or two — until the crops arc gatheretl — 
IS no relief at all. It is not that the people suffer most when the cost of 
scttleinent ojierations is realised fiom the tenants, hut they suffer most 
hy the oi^rations of the cadastral Survey Depaitment, I mean, of the 
of the kaiiungoes and of the oflicers when the attesting husiness 
IS done and when the final khatians aic puhli.shed. The zainindars willing 
to enhance rents will institute thousands and thousamls of cases for 
enhancement ot rent undci M*ctioii 1 05 of the Bengal Ienaiw*y Act and 
the raiyats will institute as many cases under section 100 of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act to have a declaration tliat the rents aic not to he enhanced. 
It is in this way that the ]K*ople suffer most. We hsirn from private 
sources that there is distress in manv parts of Khulna, hut the Govern- 
ment are not willing to aciept that suggestiim or to admit that there ia 
anything like a real famine. Kven if there Im‘ diffiress, though not actual 
famine but only distress on b< < ount of failure of c rops or. as we just heard 
from the Maharajadhiraja Balmdur, on account of inundation in certain 
parts where there has lieen a chroiiu* failure of crops — if that is so, 
if there be distress, 1 think it would not he pf)litie to proceed with the 
survey operations for the whole district. It is very difficult to keep 
Work in abeyance for one part and to proceed with the operations in 
another part. It is not that these officers have lM>ef/ apjRiinted for this 
district alone. There are other districts. If there is distress among 
the people, I think that, instead of oppressing the jieople by proceeding 
with the operations, the officers should be sent to some other district for 
work. In that Government would not suffer any serious loss. It may 
be that some work has been done but the remainder may he done after a 
year or two when conditions will have imfH'oved. We hear that, side by 
aide with the survey operations, another inquiry is being held to see 
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^rhether any improvenientfl in the existing embankments should be made 
and we hear that this is to be made under the supervision of the Settle- 
ment Officer. I cannot understand why this should be done. 

The Hon’ble the MAHAflAMDHfRAdA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: May I just mention one thing? Evidently Babu Kishori 
Mohan Chaudhuri did not hear me. 1 did not say that I have placed 
an ofiBcer of the Irrigation Dejjartment to assist the Settlement Officer 
but what I said was that an officer of the Irrigation Department will 
advise the Government. The settlement kanungoeS when they go round 
will of course give information us they see it, but it is the officer of the 
Trrigatiofj Department on whose report finally the Government will 
have to act. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: If this thing should be 
done by the Irrigation Department, it should b«" done entirely by that 
Department, if necessary with a special officer deputed for that purpose. 
I object to the Settlement Department lieing engaged in that work 
because thereby the cost of the settlement operations will be increased 
and the people will suffer 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAdADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: May I once more rise to remove the misconception of 
my friend? There is no question of increasing the cf>st‘of the settle- 
ment oiH‘ratious. Of course when these settlement officers go on making 
the survey they will he in a position to say what the conditions of the^e 
emhaiikments are. It would he their ordinary duty. As a matter of 
fact it is for the purjxise of saving money that we have placed an offic r 
of the Iriigation Department on deputation. 

Bibu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I cannot understand 
why the Si»ttlemeni Deimrtment should undertake this inquiry. 

Tht Hon'ble tbe MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN:! am sorry t4» have to interrujit once again. The inifuiry 
is not being made by the Settlement Officer, nor will there be any 
additional cost involved. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: However, I have no dis- 
pute with the Maharaja for these things. I only say this, that when tbe 
people say that they are in distress and that the settlement operations 
should not he proceeded with, I cannot understand why Government 
should not accede to this reciuest. It is only a temporary cessation of 
work and there is no 8i>ecial urgency about it. The Mabarajadhiraja 
Bahadur admits that orders have Wn issued that cadastral survey should 
tmt l>e proceeded with, hut that is only foi a month or so. If there was 
diitress you must surely take time to recover. Oovemment have set apart 
for the famine w'ork Hs. 60,000 and they are prepared, if necessary, to 
spend more. An amount of agricultural loan hat also been adtiaoed 
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to tbi cultivators to tide over this difficulty. These show that there 
has been real distress, if not actual famine. It is a pathetic appeal on 
behalf of the sufferers to Government. 

In my district the road and public works cesses have been increased 
by about Ks. 60,000 that is, not less than 25 per c-t'nt. and the whole 
of this amount has to be rect>vered from the tenants, because, under 
the Cess Act, every tenant is taken as a tenure-holder and the increase 
is adjusted according to the income of the tenancy. At present where 
a tenant pays rent of Rs. 20, he pays only ten annas for road and public 
works cesses. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You need not enter into details. 

. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Very well. Sir. I am 
simply associating myself with the api)eal. The operations are going on 
and at present tw^ special officers are dealing with objection cases which 
are numerous in number and many of which are pending. So I join 
in the appeal to Government that, considering the difficulties involved, 
they should wait for some time before proceeding further in this matter. 
I, therefore, hojK* that Government will see their way to accept the 
resolution. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAl. Batiadur: I have had the good fortune 
to listen to the reply of the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of 
Burdwan and I must say tliat we appreciate xlie sympathy with which 
he has received the resolution although he has )iot accepted it in practice 
and shown that annuint of sympathy which he has expressed in wonls; 
but he has gnen iis an assurance that in the affected areas he will stop 
further progress of cadastral survey. If the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur 
yielded a little further and made a little more concession by {xistponing 
the cadastral survey in the affected areas for one >ear, he would bo 
giving breathing time to the poor |>eople who are sorely affected and this 
act of his would meet the renjuirements of the situation. 1 hope the 
Hoh’ble MemW will kindly consider the suggestions I have made. 

I do not know whether T shall be fiermitted to move an umendmeut 
to the resfdution moved by iny friend from my right, but if the ITorrble 
the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan gave, an nssurauei? to the 
effect as desired bv me, the House, at least the non-official aide of the 
House, will be satisfied. 

Ral JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOiE Bahadur: Il*appe»ra that the 

discussion has been curried on an ignorance of facta. I find that thoae 
gentlemen who opposed settlement operations in general on a previous 
occasion in the interests of the landlords are the men who now oppose it. 
Therefore, 1 suspect that this resolution has J»een brought in the inierast 
of the aamindars and ghanfulan and not in the interest of the tenantii. 
Surely it has never been brought forward with the sole intention of help- 
ing the tenants. 
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Do the gentlemen who waxed so eloquent in their speeches know that 
Khulna is one of the largest districts in the province and that only 
one-tenth of its area has been affected and that nine-tenths of the area has 
produced bumper crops? Surely on this ground alone settlement operas 
tions cannot be stopped for the whole area of Khulna. Is there any reason 
in such an argument? The utmost that some of the leaders and office- 
bearers of the Famine Committee of Khulna told me was that in part of 
the Asasuni thana there was famine,, but as I told you in the nine-tenth 
part of the whole area of Khulna bumper crops were grown. They told 
me that it was not reasonable to stop settlement proceedings at the 
Bagerhat subdivision; they would never ask for it and I do not believe 
that those gentlemen who have supported the resolution will themselves 
ask for it. This is apparent from what fell from Rai Radha Charan Pal 
Bahadur that they are prepared to accept an amendment to the effect that 
a portion of the Asasuni thana which is affected by famine, should be 
excluded at present, but to propose to exclude the area which is unaffected, 
from settlement operations is. to say the least, unreasonable. 

As regards the parts affected, I am much impressed with the reasons 
put forward by the Maharajadbiraja Bahadur and am convinced that no 
impartial person here will go against his view. The Hon ’hie ^ember 
lias himself been to the affected areas and has seen things with his own eyes 
and Indieves that famines there are dironie hecuuse of the condition of 
embankments, and therefore, he says that he will see lhat embankments 
are properly kept, and with that object be says that survey proceedings 
should continue. T do not think that he is wrong. In the interests of 
tenants T say tlvat survey proceedings must go on. I find that there are 
eertuin well-meaning gentlemen who are very eloquent on theoretical 
subjects, hut when they come to concrete objects of public good we find 
them equally eloquent in opposing them. As regards the affected areas, 
thei'c are other reasons than what the Maharajadbiraja Bahadur has 
given us which should induce us to continue the settlement operations. 
The settlement officers, the survey amins will reijuire a mimber of servants 
and attendants and many a poor man will be able to obtain employment 
and means of livelihood thereby in these hard days. It will lienefit the 
poor as well as the tenants. The landlords, T might say. have l>een a little 
remiss. If they would give the iwor some employment, prolmhly it would 
not have l>een necessnrv for the Government to intervene; but they did 
nothing in that direction. 

Pratapnagar so often re|>eated in to-day’s discussion on the subject — 
eight annas of the village belongs to one. Unfortunately it is one of 
those villages in which there is chronic famine. It belongs to several 
co-sharers and there is a confusion in the matter of rights between the 
landlords and tenants. The Famine Committee wrote to me to set the 
embankments right and threatened me that unless I did so Oovemmeut 
would intervene ; probayy the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur 
would probiibly come down upon me some day. My r^ly was this: “ 1 
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prepared to do so, but there are samauy co-sharers and so many 
ghanUdars, What of them. Let there be settlement and survey proceed- 
ings and I shall do the needful. That applies to every village. Until 
.^the settlement operations are made, landlords will hiid it difficult to 
make proper embankments. So fkr as my little properly is concerned, 
I require no Government help. The causes of famine lie in the confusion 
of the record-of-rights and the division of the village into 100 shares and 
as a result the tenants suffer much more than the landlord. Therefore, in 
the interests of the tenants themselves, these proceedings should not be 
stopped. * 


Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: As 1 was associated* with the 
Revenue Committee in which it was deliberated whether settlement 
operation should continue at Khulna or should be stopped, it was my 
humble suggestmn that in the affected parts it should not be begun so 
long as harvests Were not gathered. And as it was reported that the 
harvest was a good one and as there was the communication from Sir 
P. C. Roy’s Committee as «\’ell as that of Ram Krishna Mission Society 
that the relief operations which they had started were going to be 
cl(»sed by the dOth of November, it was apparent that the distress of 
which* a cry was raised for some time i>ast no longer existed, and 
espe<‘ially when there was a good crop there was no appreht*nsion that 
famine would again stalk over the land and, therefore, survey opera- 
tions, excepting the area affected, should not be stopped in the whole 
of the district. We are told that a state of famine exists in Khulna, 
but as iny friend, Rai Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur, says from his 
personal experience that the famine is confined to a very small area, 
to sa\ that Khulna is fannne-stricken is to make use of a misnomer 
when the famine does not stalk over the land and to a great extent ; 
and as the concession has already been made by the Hon ’hie the Maha- 
rujadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan that operations will not be taken up 
until after the harvest is gathered, it will give us a respite of at least 
four months and besides when operations will continue it will take 
about u year. 

With these words, I oppose the resolution. 


Rai ilOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE BatiaSur: I move that the 
question be now put. 

The motion that the question be now put was put and agreed to. 

Babu 8AILA4A NATH ROY CHAUDHURIl Hay I not have the 

right of reply? 

Tlia DERUTY-PRESIDENTl No, you cannot have the right of 
reply now when the motion that the queation be put has been agreed to. 
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. On the original motion being pnt, a diviaion waa taken triUi 
following reanlt: — 



Avei. 


•httUMhArji, H«m ObMMlra. 

ciMu4littri, tabu Kithari Matiaa. 
Cbautfliurj, Btbu TaiifcaiMitli. 

Om, tabu •hlibmaa«v. 

Oat Oupta, tabu Nibaran Cbamlra. 

Ot. iabu Faninbralal* 

Faraqul, Mr. K. a M, 

Haa, Mauivi A. K. railHil. 

Na«, tbab Syad ImdaPul. 

HiNi, Maulvl Ikramul. 

Karifii» Mauivi AbiuL 
Khant SabU OtvtMira Lai. 

Khaa, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 

Mamh, Rabu turtiulra Nath. 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahandra Chandra. 


JIuliharJi, Bab«i Aatitb Chandra. 
Mahay, Mina MHannnad Ali. 

Nathar, Baba Han Cbandra. 

Fal, Rai Bahadur Radha Oharan. 
RaikaL Mr. Pratanna Oab. 

Rauf, Mauivi thah Abdur. 

Ray, Kumar thib thahharatatar. 

Ray, Babtt NaNni Hath. 

Ray, Mr. Bl)ay Pr^tad tIfiBh. 

Ray, Rai Bahadur Lalit Mahan tinch. 
Ray Ohaudhuri, Babu Sailaja Nath. 
Sarhar, Babu Riahindra Nath, 
tuhrawardy, Dr. A. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. Huaayn Bhahaad. 


NOES. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Ohana. 

Ahmad, Mauivi Yakuinuddin. 

Banarjaa. tha Han'bla Sir turandra Nath. 
Biria, Babu Ohanathyamdat- 
OhauMiurl, tha Han’bla tha Nawab Bafyld 
Navrab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Oahan, Mr. 0. J. 

Day, Mr. Q. 0. 

Duval, Mr. H. P. 

FranoH, Mr. F. C. 

Ohaaa, Mr. 0. 0. 

Qhaaa, Rai Bahadur Jagandra Ohundar. 
Hopkyna, Mr. W. t. 

Jamaa, Mr. R. H. L. Langfard. 

Karim, Mauivi Facial. 

Karr, tha Han’bla Mr. i. H. 

Lang, Mr. 4 , 


Maharajadhiraja Bahadur af Burdaran. 
tha Han’Wa. 

; Marr, Mr. A. 

Mittar, tTia Han’bla Mr. P. 0. 

, Fugh, Calonal A. 4 . 

I Raa, Mr. W. R. 

Rahim, tha Han’bla Sir Abd*ur. 

Ray, Rai Bahadur Upandra LaL 
Rabintan, Majar«Oanaral, W. H. B. 

Ray, Raja ManHall Clngh. 

•taphanaan, Mr. H. L. 

I Swan, Mr. 4 . A. L. 
i Travart, Mr. W. L. 

' Whaalar, tha Han’bla lir Hanry. 

Wliilama, Mr. C. Addama. 
j Wardawarth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayen beings 29 and the Noes t31, the motion was lost. 


imploynwnt of Military Polioe at Chittagong. 

BalNl IN DU BHU8HAN DUTTA bein^ absent, the following reao* 
liition standing in his name was, by leave of the Deputy-President, 
placed at the bottom of the list : — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that the recent 
method of application of section 17 of the Police Act, 18(>1 (appoint- 
ment of special constables^ in Tippera and in some other places in 
Bengal, and of utilising the services of the military police in the 
Chittagong division, be discontinued.*’ 


Tha Motor Vohioloo Aot 

Itala MANILOLL iINCH ROYs ** Thii CouncB recommends to 
the Government that fresh rules under the Motor Tehicles Act be framod 
authoriging the district bonrds of Bengal to levy taxes on motor 
Tohieles when using the district boards roads for traiBe or to 
other suitable arrangements for securing the interests of the distriot 
boards.'* 
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tii6 outset let me say that my resolution is not aimed against 
jg j ff ir a is cars of persons either liring in or out of the districts, but 
against cars which ply for hire and lorries especially. 

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 11 of the Indian 
Motor Vehicles Act, 1914 (VIII of *1914), the Governor in (\)unril was 
pleased to make rules regulating the use of motor vehicles in places in 
the Presidency of Bengal other than Calcutta (including suburbs) and 
the Municipality of Howrah and the rules were published in the Calcutta 
Gazette^ dated the 8rd October 1917. 

Though these rule<f were framed for mufassal areas, certain import- 
ant points in my humble opinion were left out of consideration and these 
omissions are causing a great deal of inconvenience to the ’district 
boards and mufassal municipalities. 

The district board roads even when they are metalled are generally 
intended for ordinary bullock carts, carriages and for cars used by 
private persons, and not for lorries whether classed as light or heavy 
and the bridges on them are totally unfit for passage of lorries whether 
cla8s«‘d as “ light motor cars ** or ** heavy motor cars ** as defined in 
rule I (2) and (J). And some of the bridges on them arc not capable 
of bearing their weight and the heavy load they carry, even the big 
bridge oh the river Barakar which joins the Grand Truiik Road on the 
Bengal side with the same on the Bihar side and is \inder the Bihar 
Government, hds been closed to motor lorries without any distinction. 
Some culverts on the A.sansol-Doniohani Road (under Burdwan District 
Board) on "the 5th mile have lately l>een damaged by lorries passing 
over the same. If my friend. Babu Satish Chandra Mukharji. the Vice- 
Chairman of the Hooghlv District Board, who is a member of this 
C<mncil is present here, he will tell yon. I hope, how a bridge of theirs 
was daniage<l by a lorry on going over it. I am <reditably informed 
that some culverts on the Grand Trunk Road were damaged by the 
lorries in passing over them. 

Now companies are c^irrying on traffic over district Isiard roads and 
often to the annoyance of the district lamrd authorities as the niles have 
not even provided that anv permission of the boards would be neceii- 
aary for plying motor vehicles over district board rrmdii. Owing to the 
bumping under the heavy pressure of a lorry, the bridges and roads 
are being heavily damaged and p<K»rer district lamrds are quite unable 
to maintain their roads in good repair. In some cases especially dur- 
ing the rains the solings of rcNids are shot out under* heavy pressure 
and the roads become dangerous even for ordinary traffic. 

Of exmrse rule 19 provides the local aiithoritie.s with powers bi pro- 
hibit tbe use of motor vehicles in ptirficulur places or straets and nile 
30 provides the local authorities with powei; of dfK’laring particular 
bridges closed to heavy motor cars and rule 29 provides for closing 
of traffic over a bridge when under repairs. But these are all negative 
powetre and in ibeir own way are useful. The district boards and 
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municipalities have to exercise them as they are and they are available 
• /or closing traffic absolutely without any distinction. They can 
either allow traffic without any condition attached to it or close it alto- 
gether. Instead of these two extreme measures it may be convenient 
for the district boards and companies or individuals intending to have 
motor traffic over district board roads to come to an arrangement that 
the district boards on getting substantial contribution from the owners 
of motor cars, may improve the roads and bridges and keep them well 
under repairs and prohibit any other individual or company from using 
thew^ roads without iMiyiiig adecjuate compensation. No 8-feet %ide 
road could bear constant heavy lorry traffic, so that improvement 
would mean widening the road crest from 20 feet to 30 feet and the 
metalled surface from 8 feet to 12 feet. Nothing short of such 
improvements could be of real use. Culverts would require strengthen- 
ing and widening, too, with wideniiig of the loads. Considering the 
above and other things mentioned, the lorry cesses, contribution or 
compensation, should be adequate for the purpose. 

The rules have provided for realising -registration fees which goes 
to Government (and that is also very little), but have not provided the 
local bodies with any authority for levying fees or premiums from the 
owners of motor vehii les though their roads and bridges are 8|K)iled 
and district boards have to incur heavy expenses for their maintenance. 
So it is highly desirable to amend th<* existing rules and frame new 
ones in order to authorize the district hoards to levy premiums and fees 
from people w'ho intend to have motor traffic over district board roads 
and none should be allowed to have traffic with motor vehicles plying 
for hire especially lorries over board’s roads without special permission 
of the district board concerned. As it is often difficult to ascertain 
the strength of a bridge all lorries irrespective of their weights should 
lie classed as heavy motor cars by adding definitions of a lorry and by 
amending claust\ (2) of rule 1. Moreover, authority for providing 
safety to the public may be entrusted to the district magistrate, but 
exercise of fiowers under rule 30 regulating the use of trailers, and rules 
31 and 45 should l>e entrusted to the district boards or other local 
authorities concerned. The use of trailers on narrow district board 
'roads, as they are not ns broad everywhere as the Talent ta main roads 
or the Grand Trunk Road, is very unsafe and dangerous to life and to 
other users of the roads, such as, carts, etc. Without such provisions 
in the rules the fric tion between local bodies and the owners of motor 
vehicles plying in the mufassal for hire are unavoidable. So I earnestly 
hope that considering all the circumstances the Council will accept the 
resolution. 

iabu TANKAMTH HHAUDHURI: I beg to support this resdn- 
Hon, The thing is that those who use district board nwds should con- 
tribute towards the maintenance of those roads. These heavy lorries 
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are ^stant sources of damage to the roads, and there should 
be a provision in the law that adequate taxes may be levied on the* 
owners of these lorries. The mover has referred to cases of friction 
between owners of lorries and district hoards. If I remember aright, 
there was such a friction in the Pabna district not long ago. I would 
ask the House to approve of this principle that those who derive benefit 
from the district board roads^ or rather those who use these roads, should 
pay for their maintenance. 

Khan Bahadur Maylvi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: I strongly support 
this resolution so ably moved by Raja Maniloll Singh Roy. The resolu- 
tion aims at two things: amendment of the existing rules, and. framing 
of new rules. Amendment in the direction that the power of giving 
licenses and general control as to the drivers, and other matters should 
l)e left to the district magistrate, but as to the weight of the lorry or 
vehicles that happep to pass over district hoard roads, should be left 
in the hands of the chairman, who is resiKtnsible for the maintenance 
of the roads and bridges. These things can not be determined by the 
magistrate. Under rule 30,* of course the district board can close a 
bridge or a road to heavy lorries with the pt^rmissiou of the district 
magistrate. I consider that this pt'rmission of the district magistrfie 
is (|uite unnecessary* because the district magistrate has not got 
sufficient material, sufficiently qualified officers to determine the 
strength of the bridge. For these purpcises, the district engineer 
will be the best jwrson to say what weight a particular bridge ran Initar. 
So the district board ought to be the teal authority. Rule 45 lays down 
regulations as to the weight of vehicles. There also, power is given to 
the district magistrate. On the same gnuinds, he is not the propc^r 
pf^rson to determine this. 

Then as regards the new* riile.s suggested by the mover. (Tnder the 
rules, fees are levied by Oovernment for regist ration. Though these 
lorries sftoil the district lioani roads or municipal roads, no jKiwer is 
given to the municipality or the district hoard to levy any taxes or fe 0 § 
from persons driving motor cars or lorries. Of cours<‘ when these new 
vehicles have come into vogue and they also save time and money, 
fieople in the mufassal want to have the luxury of driving motor cars, 
but the mufassal roads are not in such good condition as to allow of the 
driving of motor cars over them. It so ba|q>ens sometimes that owners 
are willing to contribute, but there is nothing in the present rules to 
permit of such contributions being received. The only power which 
th^ district lioard has is to close a road entirely under rule 17 to all traffic. 

So, I submit that this is a highly desirable resolution, and I think 
the House will accept it. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahatfuri I nm to support the motion 
which has been so ably moved by Raja Maniloll Sing^ Roy, but I want 
to know one thing. His reeolutiofi runs thus : '"This Council recommends 

Bl ‘ 
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to the Government ... for eecuring the intereets of the diftric 
boards.” 

I can quite understand that the traffic so far as motor lorries are con 
cemed, is for commercial purposes and if motor cars are also used in an; 
paritcular district, the district board should be in a position to impos 
some taxation on those using them. I do not know whether my friem 
will agree to alter his resolution so as to include municipalities as weU 
There is one other jioint. Supposing a car is driven from Calcutta t 
Burdwan or to Chakdighi is tax to be paid in each district through whid 
it goes? Some practical suggestions should be made regarding this b; 
my friend ; I do not think this is meant, although the resolution as wordei 
implies this. The point should be made clear. License fees are levie< 
in (/alcutta. 1 have nothing more to add, but to support the resolutioi 
that has been moved by my friend on the general ground 
that there is a section of the people who are quite a'ole to contribbte 
and who should contribute to the district board for the maintenanc 
of their roads. 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Siirendra Nath Banerjea): I thinl 
my intervention at this stage will l)e useful, and i>erhap8 shorten thii 
discussion. I am in strong sympathy with the object of this resolution 
and in fact, we have incor|K)ruted in the Calcutta Municipal Bill, i 
provision similar to the one which the mover now asks the House t( 
accept. I may state for the information of the mover that it woulc 
perhaps bt^ difficult to apply the rules under the Motor Vehicles Act fox 
the purpose of taxation. The object of that Ac’t was to regulate traffic, 
to rf'gjster the names of the drivers 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: May I point out 
tluit clause (r) em[)Owers taxation? 

The HofVbla Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA; Therefore it will 
be necessary to amend, for the purpose that my friend has in view, the 
Local Kelf-Govemment Act so as to empower the district boanls to levy 
taxes on owners of motor vehicles regularly using their roads. My friend 
made it quite clear that he wanted to apply a rule of this kind to motor 
vehicles on hire, but these are details which might easily he settled after- 
wards ; the resolution I would ask my friend to accept in place of his own 
is this; ” That this Council recommends to the Government that legisla- 
tion he undertaken as early as possible with a tiew to enabling district 
boards to levy taxes and exercise control over motor vehicles which tegu- 
larly use their roads.” 

I 

Rai RADHA OHARAN PAL BahiMiir 

palities ” alaoF 


I May 1 suggest ” mnnioi- 
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Tke Hwi'ble Sir SURENDRA NATH RANERJEAt I do not think. 

we shciild complicate the matter by this addition. We are drafting a 
Bengal Municipal Bill, and we can see to this in connection with that 
Bill. 

The amended resolution was then put to vote. 

Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadurs Has the mover accepted 
the amendment ? 

Tha DEPUTY.PR€8IDENT: Tes. 

The amended resolution was then carried. 

Grant of road-oess to union boards. 

babu TANKAMATH CHAUDHURI: 1 have asked for certain infor- 
mation with regard b) union boards. This information has not yet been 
received, so I beg to withdraw the next resolution. 

It was as follows : — 

This Council recommends to the Oovernment that »30 per cent, of 
the road-cess realised from the villages comprising an union hf‘ made 
over to the union board for carrying on the works <»nt rusted to such 
boards.” • 

Adjournmant. 

The Council was then adjounied to Tuesday, the 29th Novcmb<*r. 
1921, at 3 P.M. 
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[29th No?. 


Prooetdingi of the Bengal Legislative Counoil atsenibled iwBer the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

Tii£ Council met at 3 p.ii. on Tuesday^ the 29th November, 1921, 
in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta. 


Present: 

The I)eputy-Prc8i(lent on the (jhair, the Hon’ble the four Members 
of the Eiecutive Council, the Hou’ble the three Ministers, and 97 nomin- 
ated and elected memliers. 


Starred Questions 

(to whioh oral answers were given). 

Mr. Hartog of the Daooa University. 

*XXXVI. BahU KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 
llon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to slate the amount of salary Mr. Hartog used to receive 
immediately liefore his ap|)oiiitmeui os Vice-Chancellor of the Dacca 
University h 

(h) Had Mr. Hartog an> administrative exiierienc^ prior to his 
appointment at Dacca as Vice-Chancellor!'' 

(c) Will the Hou’ble the Minister be jiloased to state — 

(i) the approximate annual cost for the maintenance of the Dacca 
University under the existing arrangements; 

(it) what jxirt of the total exjienditure is consumed by the Vice- 
Chancellor ; and 

(tti) the present financial position of the Dacca University P 

MINISTER in ohargs of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (thi 

Hon’hli Mr. P. C. Mittor): (a) Mr. Hartog was not in the employ of 
Government and the information is not available. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) (t) The estimated cost for the year ending 31st March, 1922, is 
Us. 5,23,300. 

(tV) Its. 52,800, vix.. Ils. 4,000 per mensem salary and lU. 400 per 
Provident Fund contribution. 

(m) ReoeipU lor the year are Ils. 5,00,000 Qovemment grant and 
Bt, 72,000 estimated from fees. 
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•XXXVII. Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) Will 
the Hon'ble the Minister in cbar^^ of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact ‘that the reorganisation of the higher 
branches of the Educational serrice in Bengal took effect from the 
1st December, 1919? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the memWrs of the 
Subordinate Educatipnal Service have suflfered more by the luesent 
economic crisis than those in the higher branches of tlie seivi<‘e? 

(c) Is it a fact that the members of the ministerial de|>firtments 
have for nearly two years lieen drawing an atl interim allowance 
granted to them to tide over the difficulties arising from the existing 
economic situatioi ? 

{(i) Is it a fact* that the members of the Subordinate Educational 
Service have hitherto received no relief whati^ver on account of the 
existing economic difficultiefT? 

(e) Is it a fact that the Wordswwth rommittee submittcil their 
final reoommendations for the improvement of the Subordinate Educa- 
tional Service over a year ago? 

(/) Why have no ste]>‘< lieen taken to give early effect to the recon- 
stitution of the service? 

(^g) Who is resjKinsible for the delay? 

The Hon'ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: It is a fact 

(h) The Minister is awai-e that present economic difficulties mean 
general suffering. 

( r) It is a fact- 

(d) Mini.Hterial officers m the Suliordinatc Educational Service have 
received this nd interim allowance. Other officer** of that service have 
not received that relief. 

(c) The (Vimmittee reinirtetl in February, 1921. 

(/) and iff) The details of the reconstruction proi>osed in the report 
have been under the consideration of Government for some time, 
and it is hoi»ed that orders will noon l)e issued, griAtiiig relief with 
retrospective effect from 1st September, 1921, as stated by the Minister 
in moving the necessary grant in this Council on the Ifith July last. 
It would have been possible to grant relief by an ad! interim allowance 
with less delay, but deputations of officers that waited on the Minister 
made it clear that the services would regard this course os a palliativ® 
likely to postpone action on the main rewmmendations of the Come 

loittea. 
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Anti^larial operaliofis* 

^XXXViil. Mr. K. G. M. FAROQUI: (a) WiU the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Ijocal Self-Government be 
pleased to lay on the table the scheme on anti-malarial operations which 
he has received from district boards? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what is pro- 
posed to l)e done in this connection and how the proposal is to be 
financed ? 

MINISTER in ohirge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’blo Sir Surendra Nath Banorjoa)! (a) 

Proiswals have so far been received only from the District Boards of 
Jessore aiid Faridpur. Government will lay the papers on the table, 
if this is so desired, when replies from all the district boards Iiave l)een 
received. 

(h) The (juestion of anti-malarial olHJiations will be discussed at a 
conference to which representatives of the district boards are being 
invited, and the proceedings of this conference will 8uhse([uentlv he laid 
before the Sanitary Board. Government are not iii a jwsition to give 
more definite information on the subject at present, 

Dacca UmYcrsity. 

*XXXIX. Babu SURENDRA NATH RAY: Will the Hon'hle the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to 
state— 

(i) the mimlM ‘1 of h(»y.‘< who arc now in the Dacca University; 

{ii) itM [ueMont inotithly <*x|ienditure ; 

(til) the names and pay of the staft of the University; and 
(ic) the jwy drawn by each of them, before enii>Ioyment in the 
University ? 

Tha Hon'bla Mr. P. C. MITTER: {i) The lost figure that Govern- 
ment has is T24. 

(if) The estimated exjH?nditure for the year l}>21-22 is Rs. 5,23,300. 
(fii) Kefeien<‘e is invited to the reply to (piestion No. IHH, asked by 
litri llailha C’haran Ual Bahadur at the meeting of August 1921. 

(fc) Uefeiviu^t* is invited to the statement ufcomimnying the reply 
to an unstarmi question asked hv Bahu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri at 
this meeting. 

DiipmariM and hoipitili. 

«XL. Mr. TARIT BHUSAN ROYt Will the Hon Ue the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to 
lay on the taUe a statement showing — 

(i) what were the total numbers of private, public, aided and 
unaided village dhtpen.saries in district of Ikcca diiriaf 
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the last five years and how many of them were charitable^ 
# and 

(u) what was the total amount of contrilmtion made by the District 
or Local Boards in aid of dispensimes or hospitals during 
each of the said years in the said district? 

The HonHlIa Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; (i) A state- 
ment is laid on the table. 

(it) The amounts of contribution paid by the Dacca District Board 
in aid of hospitals (jr dispensaries during the last five years are stated 
below : — 


(Bosiclci* these the Dintrict Board sp<Mtt additional aiuonntM on hospitals aA<l tliHpcn- 
sariea vested in thorn.) 

Ymr. Amount f»f 


1(h. 


1916- 17 

1917- 18 
1018-19 

1919- 20 

1920- 21 


8.064 

7,960 

8,420 

12,913 

8.134 


i^iateoient showing the number dispensaries in the district of Dacca 
during the last Jive yeats^ referred to in clause (i) of starred question 


No, A L, 


• 



Dai4>njiarHM Ih ■ ti of 




'ill 

— 


1916. 

1917. 191H. 1919 1 

‘ 1 ; i 



Son-char Uahlt 

I. — State Special 

Charitable. 

, 1 

i 

I 

i 

! > 

1 

i 

1 





11. — Local Fund Municipal Town ... 

^ ! 

1 

I 

1 

1 

III. — Local Fund District Board 

16 

18 ' 

19 i 

' 20 

20 

IV. — Private aided 

V.— J*rivate non-aided — j 

4 

4 

1 

i 1 

4 

1 

1 

4 

4 

(i) Under Government super- 
viaioo. 

7 

1 R 

I i 

' 

i 

6 

8 

9 

(m) Not under GoTerninent 
•operviaioo. 

3 

I ’-i 

: 3 

1 

1 

3 

8 

Total 

St 


r 35 


37 

Gsano total 

S2 

1 

1 “ : 

1 3C 

1 ! 

j 87 

83 
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*XLI. Mr. H. A. STARK* (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Education be pleased to say whether in 
its capacity of Zamindar in the khai waJtalt Government contributes 
one per cent, of the revenues derived from these rnafials for expeudi* 
ture on the primary schools within such mahaU over and above the 
grants-in-aid given to the said schools by district boards or the Depart- 
ment of Public Instruction, vide Government Order No. 550, dated the 
2l8t June, 1888, General Department, Bengal, to the Director of Public 
Instruction, page 108 of the Rules and Orders of the Education Depart- 
ment, Bfmgul, Fourth Edition? 

(h) Will the Ilon’ble the Minister be pleased — 

(/) to state what amount Government paid, out of khas rnahal 
revenues, to primary schools in kJias estates, during the 
financial year ending on the 31st March, 1921; and 
(ii) to state what number of primary schools benefited by this 
special grant? 

The Hon'bic Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) Yes 

(h), (i) and (ii) Reference is invited to the statement below. 


Statement referred to in the rejdy to clause (h) of starred question 

No.\yU. 


ntitrloU. 

Amount. 

Number nf I’l tmtrj 
■Ohw)* tf JM'fltrtI 
b> tbc (ri.iiu 

Bcedwan Division 

Hk. 

Uh. 

Buitiwin 


2 

Birbhutn 

32 

4 

Btnkura 

49 

2 

Midn&pore 

... 6,607 

673 

Hoogiily (indading Howrdi) 

K26 

26 

Tout 

... 7.636* 

707 


pRifiiDiNCY Division. 



94P«rginai 

... 3,343 

169 

Nsdis 

429 

14 


403 

14 

JoMors 

86 

13 

Kbulna 

... 1,924 

34 

Tout 

... 6,183 

244 



1821.] 


QUESTIONS. 


399 


IMetrioU. 

Dacx:a Division’. 

Dace* 

MymeiMingh 

Paridpur 

Bakargtnj 

••• ••• 


. Total 


Chittagong Division. 

CiiittagoDg 

Tippera 

Koaklialt 

S 


Total 

o 


RAjaHAHi Division. 

lUjAhahi 
Dinajpur 
.lalpaiji:«ri * 
EUin;<pur 
lV>gra 

I’ahna 

Malda 

Darjei'liug 

Total 


(Jkand Tot a I. 


Annunt. 

If ninbor af Primary 
mtbook b«atA(«d 
by tbograai. 

\u 

\U. 

960 

58 

487 

40 

2,195 

160 

10,919 

m 

14,561 

647 


8,192 

2.55 

1/24G 

120 

3,546 

187 

12.983 

562 


126 

3 

8,185 

96 

26 

1 

609 

20 

585 

82 

276 

K 

1 842 

6» 

11.648 

214 

. 63,012 

2.374 


* BMliUi thaw $1 wboohi lag Qi«tit ■ohoal* w«r« »lU>vir<l to in lh« Rr»at for OtM 

OMMth Ott>7. 


Unstamd QuwtkNM 

(amwars to which war* laid on the toMo). 

Daoot University Honours sttHfonts. 

Its. Moulvi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
ICieiater in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
how many Honours students there are in \he Dacca University, and 
how many of them have taken Honours in Philosophy P 
(h) What is the subject that is taught by Mr. Langl^f 
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, The Hofl*hie Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) Two hundred and forty-nine 
«tudent« have taken up Honours courses in the University, of whca^ 
five are Honours students in Philosophy. 

(6) Mr. Langley teaches Philosophy. 

Vagrancy in Caloutta. 

126. Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U : Will the Hon’ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased 
to state whether the Government are contemplating taking early 
meas\n’eH. to deal with vagrancy in Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The member is 
referred to the answer given to unstarred (juestion No. 100 on the same 
subject asked by him at the meeting of the Council which was held 
on the 4ih July, 1921. The matter is still under the consideration of 
Government. 


Reconstitution of Caloutta University. 

127. Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: (a) Will . the Hon’hle the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education l>c pleased to state 
whether there is any early prospect of tlie University of Calcutta and 
the Colleges affiliated to it l)eing remodelled on the lines suggested by 
the Sadler (/ommission ? 

{h) Are the Government considering the advisability of reconstitu- 
ting the Bodies regulating the administration and studies of the 
University of Calcutta on a iH)pular basis, and of introducing early 
legislative measures to alter the constitution, if there is no prosj>ect of 
giving early effect to the recommendations of the Sadler Commission 
in their entirety? 

The Hon’blC Mr. P. C. MITTER; (n) The matter depending largely 
on financial considerations, early action is not considered probable. 

{b) G«»veniment are not unmindful of the representations that have 
l)een made, in this (’ouncil and eWwhere, of the advisability of making 
changes as suggested and have the mutter under consideration. 


OfBotft Of Daooc Univertity. 

128. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: WUl the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleated to 
lay on the table a statement showing — 

(t) the names of officers receiving over Rs. 200 a month, appointed 
in the Dacca University in various capacities » and the 
salaries and other allowanoee, if any, paid to them; and 
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(it) the previous posts held, and the salaries and allowance, if 
any, actually drawn by them immediately before thei^ 
present appointment? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: A statement furnished by the 
University is laid on the table. 


Statemmt referred to in the reidy to unstarrmi qur^tiun So. liiH. 


1 


Kames of toachom and Uilm. 


EKOUIll. 

&. h. Wrenn. M.A.. Reador aud 
Artlng rrofafaor of Kn^IWi (a). 


8. if Uhadra. M.A., Hooorar> 
llctadvr. 


A K. Ohaivlft. B.A.. Honorar) 
ilcufkir. 


Uaii;OKt>iMl Uii4ttaehar)>A, M.4.. 


8. K Choudhurjf. M.A. 
1*. K o.ihii. M A. 


Mahoiowl IlMaA. M.a. 
U. 0. Nak. 1I.A. (fc> .. 


B. K. Boy- M-A* 

Sakharanjao Boy. M.a. 


M ATHKMATICY. 

B. M. Bm. M-aC. B,A.. Profoi 


M. M. Bom. MJK%. Boadar 


B.tf.Oh— h. II.A.. 


Pay or Allowan-t- 
auder th« Daooa 
Unirerrfiy. 


I «> <lrKwn Imfori' 
c.-iiploy meut uiidi-r 
lli« Dacca 
Uiiivaralty. 


Previous fiuiiloynicnt. 


lU. 1.000 <R«. MO 1 
ptui actltiK allow* 
MiH^alu. 110). 

! lU. HOU and fMM- 
liouw*. 

I'rlm'ipal, Pa« l> d v a|«pa*. <'o^l«i(rc, 

1 Madia». 

1 

Mriiipi] I'Ulticat ional 
S-rvl Pa% not 

uritU*'). 

lU-naal KdiK'atl<vnal 
.'‘rrvltMf. 1 

1 

I’.rnval I'Ulin’H: tonal .S'iv|ri> 

Hm wo . 


Not >f U-f ) •*. 

. WO 

1 m. »60. WotiM 

have dfawn 

Ha S70 in July 

A . M . < . M ) iim»iiA1o«I(. 

s&o 


.N*rt i'io]>l<'><*d btifuin. 

Hb I'&O fttH4 lU. 7b 

and ff—' <|oaftrrt 
aa IKmiab I'utor 
of JalfAnnatb 

Mall. 

lU 

1 

1 

('a nii< litM 1 eVt k'at', |{an|{|»ui. 

Ha. t.'-O 

.. tJb ... 1 

T«iii|airarf laa’lnrar. Bajatnlil 
< ullage. 

.. no 

.. IW j 

PntliMBOf'. Jagaonatii Oofkipi. 
Daora. 


IndfaM MtfooaAiooal IndiaD Bdtusattoctal 
Sarvica pay «*oto*pay. 

Ba. I.OUO 


: Ba «•«. tronU bat« 
drawn lU. tTI 
In July- 


Baoiral K«locia«iotial ; Boncai HdocaAlmMl 


Srrrkw 

BaBOft. 


pay J HarrkW pay. 


rrofaaM»r. Barra CoUofa. 

Dactarar. OalcailAB Uatnrntiy. 


(•) Vme u draw aftoat Ba 9t* a mmik 1m oftter « 
ik) OBMai FrB 


PmfMMT. Baoca Oollava 
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• 

VMTf of WMhoTf Mid tlt\m. 

# 

Pay or BlbwADoa 
oodarlho Daooa 
OnivBfBtty. 

Pay dravtt btfora 
MDployiDaai aadar 
tba Daooa 
Uniranity. 

Proriona anplofflMat. 

AtoulBAklin. M, a.. Lactam (with I 
tpaoial rafcroflM to tba d*'T«k>p‘ 
mcnt of MalbemotlM bjr tba 
Arote) (a , 

Ba. UO 

1 

OAciatinff. Baagal 
Eduoational Bar* 
Tioe pay Ha. AOA 

ProfatoM, Chittofoof Ooilaffa. 

D. M. OanioU* M-k>. LMtum ... 

iu. mydMlU. 7i 
aa Hooaa Tutor. 
Jamonaih liall. 
and froe qaartart. 

IU.S70y>fa»IU. AO 
pttis ft^t quarton 
aa Superluteodaot 
of Huatet. 

Profeaaor, Jagannath 
Daooa. 

OoBaft. 

JjroUniiOjr Oboali. M.a.. Uolanrlb) 

K». IM 



Not «nip]o}Lti Mfora. 


PinUmopiiY. 





0. N. Uogkiy, M.A., Profoawr ... j 

Indian Bduoatloual 
Barfioa pay 

lla. MAO. 

Indian Eduoational 
Batrica pay. 

ProfeoMr, Dacoa OoXaga. 


Haridto UlAttAohAoya. m.a., b.u. I 
HM«Ur. 1 

U«.A00 

Hi. 100 

Leoini jr, Oaloutta Univaraity. 

X 0. Hoy, M.A., lltodar 1 

j 

AOU 

.. AAA 

Principal Dyalaing 
Lahore. 

Oolfci^ 

U. 0. fihat aoharjrya. M A., j 

Lactum. j 

1 Bubofdinat# Fdu- 
oaUouat Haivk'a 
pay Ha 2A0 ptH$ 
H«. 7A aa Houw 
Tutor, Dao<'a 
Hall. 

Bubordlnat' Hiu* 
R4iii>nal B^rv lea 
pay ita. 3A0 

Lecturer. Daooa College. 

- 

U. N. (>a|»U. M.A.. l.«>turar ... ; 

Ha. «W 

lU. »Hl 

P;of>^r. Jagaimatli 
l>aoca. 

College. 

M. N. Vukhiar)**. m.a.. Lw utor .. 

1 

Iktniral Kduontioiia) 
Rartliw pay 

lU. 100. 

Bengal Hluuational 
BeiTlce pay 

> I*rofi*»ii*or, Laoca College 

I 


HiaTOKY. j 





H. 0. Ma)unidar. M.A , rh.U.. Pro- 
faaanr a«id U»<* Head of HUrtory 
I>a{Mrtmant (c). 

Ua. AOO Mm ita. lAO 
aa Head of I)f- 
nartntoiit of 

History. 

Ha. »A<^ 

AMlaUnt Profeaaor of 
('aloulta Unieenmii. 

Hiator), 

A. f. IUtirt*an, B.A . Ueader and 
Proroat, Mualim HalL 

lU MOO 

Ra.»A0 ... 

ProfoaBor. Moalitn Uniearaity, 
Aligarh. 

BaUtoli Chandra Kaneriiw. M.A., 
LaoCurer. 

fio 

Ba. .«S*i3 

I'rofeMor. Jagannath 
Daooa. 

OoUage, 

Hud bind ra Natii Uhaitocharyya, 
M.A., Ijotum. 

.. :ao 

lU »»0 

j 

Profeaaor, Bt. Andrew'a 
Oofakhpur. 

CoH-ga, 

1*. 0. Mukbarjaa, m.a.. Laoium ... 

Danfal Rdwm- 

tiona) »<’rTUja 
nay Ha. ISO plm 
tU. ri and 
fr«« quarton aa 
Hooaa Totor. 
Daooa UaH 

Ba&fal Bdnoa* 

< Uonal BarTiw 
pay Ha. ASO. 

Prafaaaor, Dacoa OoUago. Daooa. 

XCOIIOMIOX AND fOUTICX. 


! 



. 0. Panandlkar, m.a., Ph.D.. 
ProfaiMot (d). 

lU. SOO ... ... 




fiWMa. 


I 

i 


Ovtoodra Hath Banariaa, M.A.. 
Laokorar, 

Bangai Xdnoa' 

Uoaal Sarvioa 
|iayKa.«ia 

i 

, Baagal Bdata* 

Moaia) Barvioa 
P*jr- 

TMngor^ Proftoaor, 

PMoa 


<«> Pm* tMRMMrUj bj Hoantit Mr. lltal AX. 

<») 0«A todnkw H«. 100 • aiovih m tfa* OorwaviMii R«Mr«i) Sebokr. PmUtmy OoMwf i , OitoHi. 
U> WM trw lo kk« op aMHlowit tMnaoMrritT* work. 

(X) tmimAj >nM pak k txt IwMmi Hao it w id atrrto». teXavolkad m viitt to BwglMiA. 
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%mebmn aad UUm. 

Pay or aUowaooe 
UDder Uie Dacca 

Pay drawn balore 
•mptoyoMut andar 
the Dacca 
DnleeraRy. 

a 

rrerloua eenfitoyaMnl. 

Mpommmict. 

• 



S. rtMhymnaMxm Aij/ar. M.A., 
Leoiorvr. 

Ra. EM 

Ra, 140 

I'eader, Madraa Unirenlti. 

KritebD* Btnode Saha, M.a.. JLec* 
tarer. 

.. >00 

.. no 

LecUin>r. ('alcuUa I'nlvarait) 

SaKIKRIT. * 




H* P. flaitrl, M.A.. C-I.E.. Pro- 
foMor. 

Ba. 800 ... ... ; 


. Ooreriiment }icn«ioHer. 

8. 0. CbakniTarti, B.A.. Header ... 

Bangal Bd ura- 

Uooal SerrioD 
pay Ka. AOO. 

Bengal Kduca* 

tlonal Her vice 
P*J- 

i Profnwor, Datva CoBege. 

Radba Oobitula DaMk. M.A., 
tarer. • 

Bengal Kduca- 

tional Servico 

pay Ra. >00 

Ditto 

1 Profeaaur. Rajahahl Oollnge. 

0. P. Bliuituiharj'ye, M.A.i I.^nc* 
turer. 

Ha. no 

Ri. ?00 

1 Ijoi'turer, Benar«<« Hindu Vnl* 
1 Ter»lt>. 

Mutiatntnad BliablduUab. M.A.. H.l... 
Leictii rwr. 

lU. VO pltit Ka. :> 
and tne quar- 
ter* aa Houm 
Tutor. Ifualini 
UalL 

Ra XK) lU. a 

allowitnce and 
tree quarter* 

1 ItiMeamb Aiatatant, Oal‘'iit4* 

j Unlvemit). 

IhLA mr bTL I>IKM 




AlkamU'iil'l Urtu A. N. W»hr*Nl. 

M.A. tai. * 

lla. 200 aUowiUioc 



A. AbdiU Wahtuib. M.A., ri u , 
lUwdvr. 

400 

VS a* a plt»*der. 


Khalil bill Mulittriiiiiad Arab. Ixx- 
turer. 

.. «0 . 

U*. IIK) 

1 .KadwatuI t'lanm Madraamh, 
1 Lreknow 

Abu riiruiii Kballd. M.A.. Lecturer 

2>0 



Manwar Ah, Lecturer 

.. aw 



PEHBIA'i ANIi Uhdc. 




Fida All Kban. M.A.. Reader and 
Acting Proctor. 

Bengal Kduca- 

tlonal K«ir»ltie 

{ta> lU. lOU. 

Bengal Kdiloa- 

tiooa! Henri*-e 

W- i 

' Profeeaor. l*anca CViilege. 

1 

Muhammad Burbauuddln. Pakbrul 
MuhaiJilmln. l.«etarer. • 

Ha. no 

Ra. 110 

Prolewor. R. M. College. 

Purtics. 



i 

W. A. Jettkioa. Profaanr ... 

Indian Kduca* 

tmiial Herelce 

pay plmt H*. 100 
» R*. l.OftO. 

Indian Kduca* < 

tionaJ Berrhse 

pay. 

1 

1 ProfiMMor. Dacea Collage. 

8. M. Boaa. ll.ee.. Baader (*) 

Ra. 400 

Ra. MO. Woold 
have drawn 

Ra. >7g In July. 

iMcturar, Oalmtia Unteeteliy. 

ft. N. Hbarti. HU.. Aaadar 

Bangral Sdaea- 

ikmal fterrloe 
pay I'A. >00. 

Bengal Rdoew 

Uona) nmrrkm 
pay Ra. MM. 

Pntmmor, Daooa Onttage. 

jft. 0. OalM. MUc.. Laetarvr ... 1 

Ra. MO 

Ba. 180 ... ... 

* 

! ProlMNor. MatropellUo CoIImi 
OatcolM. 


U) t»rmw mm aUmhumaI ft*. fM fiwn Dmo* t7Bl«w«l»]r m mAIov Bm4 0 I Mm DapMUMkfc i« •MfUodtokif 
PriM|Ml> P mm Mall nw ill, 

<•1 a* mmM i»«r 4nMra •» te t7> tnm Jmfy Itfl Itt OaMln UaiMl^. 
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NmumoT toMban uid titlaa. 

OUKMINTKY. 

J. C . Oboib, D.lo.. Prof««or (a) ... 
A. 0 , SsraM’, Pb.ii., ll«Kl«r 

0. OobAt ll4k!., Lecturer 

BajeodrA ZaI Kb, m.»o . Lecturer ... 


N.O. ^11 Oupta. Mi.. ikL.. Pr(>> 
tamnr and Pruvoet, JaKanuath 
HaU. 

J* N. Dam (iupta, M.i< , I^ecturer .. 


KonCATION. 

M. P. Wetti I*. A.) ilonorary {leader 
P. H. battt. M.A.i (leader 

AnMIMdTHiTIVK DBfAliTMKNl. 

Jnaii Uanlan Mitra, IVrMoiml A«i»* 
Uni to Vio(»(^hanceikir. 

P. ({. Turner, M.A., Librarian and 
Provost, Daroa Hall. 


questions, 


I 


p»7 or allawaMa Pby drawabefore 
nnder tbe Dacca *">plojrtaMt aodeor 
tJairendU» 'be Dacca 

Dnif«Mltj. 


’ ■ 


PwriomaiiiptipyniiAt. 


lusoo ... 


BeUKal Kduca- 
tiunal Hervioe 
pay lU. 4<M. 

On. SftO 


.. 3&0 


Ra.AIS 


LwUror. OaJeutU Vnifwilty. 
ProfecKM-, Dacca OoUege. 


R*. 1,000 and free a*. 7jo 
quarter!. 


Runjral Kdaca* 

tlonal Kervioe 

pay lU. 140. 

bITw !ir; ' 

free quarteii. ! 

fOO. Would j I^rofesMor. libunia ColleM. 
hate reoelred Peahawmr i^ouege. 

Ba, 17* U 8ep- ' 


Re. 400 


NU 

lU. 700 


VIcfc Principal. 
OoUece. 


Dacca Imw 


.. *00 


U*. 3&0, free qiiar* 
t ru and alloa* 
ano<‘. 


Part-time. Praetisjd a« raklL 


K. K. (;olle#e, Dl.ar. 


Maalruddln Ahinad, M.i., Khan 
Ualuidur, l(o)ri«t<ar. 


Monoinuljan (itioal), Htewan) 


Fakhniddtn Ahinad, M.A.. Eulr- 
Llbrarkn. 


9. K. Daa OupU. M.U., MedlcHl 

oncer. 


lU 740(e) ... J 11,^ ijy f, J HlcooKrapher. offlcc of LlrwcUir of 

I 1 ublir lantntotiou, Aaa»ni. 

'JS;™" itTv '"S™., ! "T\ 


lU 7t0 

.. no 

.. S40 

.. 400 


i lu. ft*u 
NU 

Ra. no 


i H»'nKHl(1iirllSerTl«.(Kx«.uUTe). 

••• I Not uiiiidoyed before. 

— Librarian. Dacca ()u)hf|f. Waa 
tln^ naww at H«tlu»f« 
Houee, Alipore. 


(a) Durinf 1917 to ItlObeuaedtofetatRa mainoiitbaaI.eciuiwr n I “ 

‘o Ruroiw. Total aJtowa^ wat Ra. iiA ^ UnlmaRy. Duriair lllo-lisi 
(*» The t^Uitioii wa. run on a bw aXof 

it) Pay offered at the I’ntvemtty bduf tbe aaitM aa that Fer^aamo Oollm, Poona, 

bip la tbe Aamn LavMalive Oouacil. ela., Ha. no~IO— 1*0.**^ Ooeeroment of Aaatm for a Baporlor* 


drinking wstif In imvIs nf Khulnna 

1M. Babe tAILAJA NATH ROY CHAUOHURI: («) i* the 

Icm bl<» th« HiiURier in charge of the Department of Looil Self 
)overi»ment aware that bea dea the gcarcity of food and cloth there J 

n acute scarcity of drinkin({ water in certain areas of the Ehnhi. 
istriotf -jiuifl. 
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0 ^ W^ill the Hon ble the Ministt'r be pleased to state the ainounj^ 
District Board during the last three years for the provision 
of drinking water in excavating new tanks and reclaiming old areas ^ 

The Hof»*ble Sir 8URENDRA* NATH BANERJEA: (a) It is pre- 
Slimed the question refers to thanas Paikgacha. Assasuni. and Kaliganj 
including Shyaninagar and Pratabnagar beat house, in wliich there 
have been repeated failures of crops since 1919; there is a great scarcity 
of drinking water in these i>arts. 

A 

(b) Two statements are laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the rejdy to clause {h) of unstarred question 
No. 129 '^hou^tifj the number of District Junird resei ved and grant’ 
in-aid tanks and wells in thanas Vatkgacha^ Assasuni and Kalujanj, 
iniludnig Shyaninagar and Pratabnagar Beat House. 


N * nie of thana. 

Nuintier of rzattitK 
f Dtatrict Ii<mrd w- 
■ervAd Unk* 

i 

1 

' N uititM*r of iSTaiit tn 
, aid iRiikK. 

Niimlwr t>f lAiih* KkiM.- 
tlolKil Allll pnitHMMXl 

U’ Iw rliNVKtAd In 
Ihr l•ltr^’nt *nd 
fiiltitv >e«r». 

I PaikgacliA 

! 

... 1 7 (a) 

10 

b ih) 

2. AHSaHU.il 

... 1 15 j 

3 

31 

it K a 1 i ^ u n j , inci 
Sh> aiMiiagar 
PratHluiagar 
tlouhe 

liidiiig ! 27 j 

atiti 1 

liuot j j 

j .. . J 

5 

44 

Tou! 

... ; 4!. 

18 

MO 


(«> n««idf< oi»* niAAonry and ot>* ritm w«a 
(5 ) BMldr* one D)»w>on proi^wd. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (h) of unstarred question 
No, 129 showing the amount spent by the District hoard of Khulna 
during the last three years for the provision of drinking water in 
thanas Paikgacha^ Assasuni and Kaliganj^ including Syamnagore 
and Pratapnagar B&U House, 


Year 

Anwunt Kp' ut on tlie 
excavation of tankn 

Amount Hpent oo re- 
pair of tanks and 

loul. 


and wdlM. 

wells » 


PAlKifAf’IIA fOLlCK- 
H'lATION 

It- 

lu. 

Ks. 

1918-1‘J 

1,802 

Nil 

1.802 

1919-20 

204 

Nil 

204 

1920-21 

.Nil 

10 

io 

Total 

2,oor. 

10 

2,0 10 

AhHAHUM I'OI.K F.-HIAtl(tS 

1918-19 

’ 

1 ,r»82 

87 

l,70'.i 

1919-20 

Nil 

118 

148 

1920 21 

} 1,448 

1 03 

l,o61 

TotjU 

i 

1 :4.130 

i 338 

1 

i 

3,468 

KALKJANJ l’OI.h E-.STAnt»N. 

191819 

1 

1 

6.370 

i 359 

6,729 

191920 

.,013 

’ 191 

2,204 

1920-21 

1,499 

203 

1.702 

- 

Total 

8,882 

763 

9 636 

CiRtNI'TOTAl 

14,018 

1.101 

15, U9 

. - _ 

- 
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130. Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Will \hv Hoirhle 
the Minister in charge of the Depariment of Education l>e pleased to state 
the amount paid to each district out of the t4»tal grant td Its. L*9,424 
during the current year 1921-22 for the maintenance of the panchayati 
union primary schools? 

(b) Has there been an even distribution of the money to all the 
districts? 

(c) If not, on what principle has this distribution been ma<le? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (o) A statement is laid on tlie 
table. 

(h) No. Ka(‘h girl>’ school receiv(‘.s R.s. lb \>er mensem each, bovs’ 
s<‘hool receives Rs. 10 i>er mensem except in Rakargunj, Tipixoa ami 
Noakhali where the rate is Ra. 11. 

((*) llie jirinciple of distribution is this, (tf thc‘ Rs. 10 foi a boys 
sfhool, Rs. 7 was iiitemled foi the Tlea<l Teach(*r and IN d foi a monitor. 
It was ]ucsumed that the total receipts 4>f the Head Tea< hei with fees 
would b(* about Rs. Id pei mensem except in the tlirei* distrii ts name*), 
where tht‘V were e\iH*cted to be less, and a highei rate of IN. 1 1 |M‘I 
imuiseiTi was accordingly sanctioned. ()f the Rs. Hi per imuisem for 
girls’ sclusds, R>. 12 wa'' intended for the teac her, IN. 4 tor contin- 
gem ies, iiu luding a woman-servant. 


Stdtemeut shntvnuj thr funds to he ollotte^l to Ihstrut JUrtirds duruuj the 
^enr for the tuuintenniu e oj J'unrhatjafi Vftuui Srfotois for 

botfs and fjirls referresi N m the re/.hj to riause (a) of un^turred 
question Xo. ISO. 


PuKsiniisiV l>i\isn»s. 


1 •^4-ParganaH 

2 Nit'lia 

.H. Mi]rthi*lat»A'J 

4 

5 KliiiiitA 


!(• 

l.'ion 
2.. 0 4 
‘J»4 
1.114 
1,7H4 


ToUl 
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BurDWAN DlVlrlON. 


6. Burdwan 

7. Birbliuin 

8. Bankiira 

9. Midnapiire 
10 lloogl.ly 
11. Iluwrab 


ICh. 

766 

1,320 

1,104 

752 

240 

984 


Total ... 5^165 


Dacca Divihion. 


12. Dacca 

13. .M\ 

14. Faridptir 

15. Bakargatij 


1,712 

1.224 

1,500 

720 

Total ... fj 


CHI TI A'iO.N<i Div 1810V 


16. tdnttagong 

17. Tipp«ra 
18 Noakitali 


1.411 

2,160 

984 

Total ... 4 555 


Kajsiiahi Division. 


19. Hajslialii 
2i). Dinajpnr 
21. Hangpur 
22 Hog (a 

23. ^ Pabna 

24. Jalpaiguri 

25. Malda 


744 

312 

1,920 

1,176 

672 

864 

704 


ToUl 


6.392 


OtAND Total 


29,424 
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Brahmo tioys and Sanskrit Collagiata School. 

131. Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: (a) Is the ITon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Dejiartinent of Education awan* that a 
Brahmo boy baa recently been refnaed ndmiaaion into the Sanskrit 
Collegiate School because of hia religion Y 

(h) Is the Hon’ble the Minister also aware that the Brahinos have 
called themselves Hindus in the census returns and that the llon'ble the 
Privy (\)iincil has decided that the Brahinos are to be regarded a*' Hindus 
in the law of inheritp^nce ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister lie jdeased to state whether Bnih- 
mo boys had formerly been admitted into the Sanskrit Odlegiate 
School ? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 

so that Brahmo ^oys may be admitted into the Sanskrit ('ollegiate 
School Y . 

The HorPble Mr. P. C. MITTER: It has b4‘en ascertained that 

such an incident took place 4n January, 1921. 

(h) It is understood that many have so described theni.selM‘s The 
Privy Council has so decided. 

(cl Government are informed that there are records ot th«‘ admis- 
sion of some boy.s of the adt Brahmo Samaj but not of bo\s (d an\ 
otlier branch of the Brahmo Samaj. 

(d) (fONeiiiment have the matter under consideration. 

Government Bill. 

The Calcutta Municipal Bill, 1931. 

The Hen’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; I beg to move 
that the Calcutta Muni< ipal Bill be circulated ffu eliciting opinion there- 
on. 

On the last iK’casion, when I liad the honour of introducing the Bill, 

I endeavoured to explain as fully as I could the princijdes underlying 
that mea.sure, so far as its < onstit ut umal a.s|s‘C‘ts w(»re concerned. On the 
present oecasion, it will lie my duty to lay before the Hou^e those 
features of the Bill which deal with the administrative arrangements 
of the Corporation. Before I address myself to this matter , I think 
it is only right and proper that I should express my sense of warm 
appreciation of the induslr>\ the care and the thoroughness which hii.s 
been displayed in overhauling and reconstituting the Bill. It is a work 
of great magnitude and the erwlit of it all belongs to Mr. Payne (“Hear, 
hear"), the Chairman of the Corporation, in which, no doiiht, he was 
aided by the officers of the CoriKiration and of the lycgislative Department 
of this C/Ouncil. It is only right and proper that the thanks of the Govern- 
ment in the Ministry of Ixical Self-Government should !>e publicly con- 
veyed to them in this Council. 
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CALCUTTA MUNICIPAL BILL. 


[29th Nov. 


The Bill divides itself into four parts. I do not say that it is a 
Hcieiitific claHHificatiou ; hut for all practical pui'ixwes this classification 
should suffice. In the first place, there are, what I may call, the drafting 
amendments, i.c., those which are merely matters of language and draft- 
ing. Secondly, there are obvious omissions in the existing Act, which 
re(iiiire to be ie(dified. Thirdly, the Bill provides for important powers 
conlerrcd and obligations imposed upon the Corpoiation. The privileges 
and obligations of the ratepayers have also been added to. The Bill vests 
in the Cori)oration much larger poweis than what that body now {x>88e88 
in resjHJCt of the regulation and the control of bustees and buildings 
including rc)»airs I he functions ami the powcos of the Corjuiration 
have been very considerably enhanced in resj)ecl of questions relating 
to sanitation and public health. I think it will be within the recollec- 
tion of this Council that sometime back the (Corporation submitted what 
they called an Emergency Bill which they wanted to lie speedily passed 
into law. The provisions of this measure are embodied in this Bill. 
These jirovisions vest in the Corporation’s new powers for the improve- 
ment of the milk-supply, the more efiedi.e prevention of the adul- 
tciatioM of foo<l-st uff>. Mi< h a'' ghee, muslunl oil, (‘tc , and lastl\. foi 
the controlling anl licensing of theaires and [daces of amusements. It 
will be ailmitted that tin* milk-suj)|)ly of Calcutta is a very imjw^rtant 
(juestion, in view of the fact that our [H'ojde very largely depend upon 
vegetable diet. Th(‘ (!orporation is invested with the power of opening 
dep()t8 for the sale of milk ami <lairy jiroducc', and there is even some- 
thing more. On emergent orcasions, ami sulocct to the sanction of 
(iovei nmeiit , (he ('orporatimi is autlioi ised to maiiilain depots toi trading 
Onarli the word) in food-stufls, r loth, and other necessaries of life. Thi'^ 
represents a very iin|»oitaiit <h‘parture in oui niuincijial law. 1 am 
[lartial to tliis piece rif legislation, for I feel that in such crisis as this, 
when pi ices have gone uf) so high, il a I* had sin h a jirovision it vumid 
have be<*ri efTectivr* in checking tin* e\il of profiteeiing and affording 
relief (o the pooler classes I feel certain that when a provision of this 
kind has lierui placed on the Statute Ifiaik and has !>cen made a part of the 
Municijml law in ('alcuttu, our friends in the rural areas will eagerly ask 
for its iiitiodiict ion into tin* law affecting our local bodies in the mufassal. 
I shall welcome such a rlcmaml, ami. 1 think, that our ItH al IxmIich ought 
to have powers in this n*s|H*('t. The\ are the custodians of popular 
int<*iests ami when the spirit of profiteering i.s abroad, it is necevssury 
that legislation o^ this kind should lie resortcxl to and enforced for the 
purjxise of checking it. 

Then, we have a provision for the purptwe of controlling and licensing 
theatres and place.s of amusement. The necessity for a law of this kind 
has long Wn felt. It will enable the Corporation to fix and regulate 
the hours during which these places of amusements may be kept open. 

There are other matters of detail, to which 1 think I might draw the 
attention of the Council— 1 do not know whether Dr. H. Suhrawardy is 
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present here — but as he is very mueh interested in the ([uestion of tig? 
overloading of bulloek-carts, I may tell him that we propose to take 
powers under the Bill for pre^^t ribing the maximum loud for l>ulloek-<'arts 
and the width of tyres. The first of these provisions will prt'veiit cruelty 
to animals and the second will protect the roads. 

There is a small provision for the licensing of dogs. I do not know 
whether it will be acceptable to those who keep dogs, but 1 may point out 
that it is not intended to make an\ revenue out of this, Imt to prevent the 
nuisance of ownei less dogs. 

Then, there is another matter of some imporance. 'I'he four funds of 
the Corporation will be amalgamated and they will form one fund. 
There is not the slightest desire on the part of the authors of the Bill to 
enhance Ihe consolidated rate beyond 2d per < ent. 

We Have taken power to comix»l markets, which wert» registered 
under th4 Act rff 1871, to take out licenses. These old markets weie 
exempt-^MFifrom fating out licen.se.s, but it is necessary that tiiev should 
do so in Uie interests of- sanitation. 

Then, again, there are places and shops wliicli sell indigcuious drugs 
and they mu''t be legisteied, because c<unplaints have betoi made that in 
some of thesi* places poisojious and iM»n-poisom»us muttio'' gel mixed up 
togethAr. These aie some of the provisions ami these aie ''ome of the 
powers which have been bestowed upon the (’oi poi ation. But thiue are 
also tuitluM <rt)hgations whuh have been im]K».M*d u))on lh«* Coipotation. 

In the first place, in the matter of watei -supply, the (’orpoiation will 
Ih‘ compelh‘d to kci‘p up a ininiinum pn»ssu!(‘ of Ai) feet in their mains 
wliu'h, in the <ase ot cxtn»nie mMessit\, nia\ 1 h* rednci‘d to 2b. 'Die 
(jiiantity of free water-supply is inrreimed, and no matter wliat the amount 
of th<‘ rates a man may pay he will, in any <ase. Im* entitled to a free 
allowance of 20 gallons of filtered water — that is not tin* law at prewnf. 
The allowance is now' fixed upon the basis of the rates that a man pays 
and in no case should the fiee allowam e ex< ee<l oO gallons pei head. 

Tliere i.s a provisiiin whi<h, I think, will he beneficial 1(» the poorer 
classes. The Bill piovides that water connections in the case of |>imr 
people who cannot pay for them will be (lefra\ed out of fl»e municipal 
fund, if the ('orporation thinks fit. My information is that cases of ihis 
kind fre<(nently occur, and the (’or|K)ration has not l>een able to afford the 
necessary relief. The.se are the principal points to which 1 would draw* 
ihe attention of the Council. I have ni> denire to detain the House much 
longer. I want to point out to the House that though Home of the jirovi- 
«ions may seem to be drastic, there is this safeguard provided that the 
constitution of the Corporation will be an exceedingly jKipnlar one. The 
representatives of the ratepayers will l>e in a *|e( isive majority, and they 
may be relied upon to safeguard the interests of the ratepayers and to 
prevent proceedings that are likely to be inequitable, harsh or oppressive. 

One word more, and I have done. I am sensible of acute differences 
of opinion in regard to certain matters. In an Assembly like this there 
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igaust be differences of opinion. I hope and pray that the spirit of charity, 
and tolerance, the spirit of give-and-take may be the dominant note of 
this Council. We may have our differences, but let no bitterness be intro- 
duced into our deliberation in regard to matters where we cannot see eye 
to eye. 

In asking the House to give me permission for the circulation of this 
Bill, let it be understood that the House is not required to vote on any 
section or any provision of the Hill. All that we ask the House to do is 
to give its permission to circulate the Hill for opinion and when the 
opinions have been received and w'ben the select committee have con- 
sidered them, then the report of the select committee on the whole Bill 
will he laid before the House; and the House will have the opportunity of 
discussing the provisions of the Hill, clause by clause, section by section 
and recording its vote thereon. They are not now called upon to discuss 
or vote on any provision whatsoever. It is a general permission which we 
desire to obtain from the House in order that we may circulate the Bill. 
There will be a full discussion after the report of the select committee 
has been received. 

With these words, 1 beg to move that the bill be circulated loi 
elii’iting o[)inion thereon. 

Mr. D. C. GH08E: In that moving peroration vith which the Minis- 
ter for Local Seli-(iovernment concluded his gieat speech fn introducing 
the MuiiM ipal Hill, he said — 

'I'lu' ('alcutta Muniripal Hill which 1 huvo introduced o an object lesson in 
piitieiMV and in the triumph of the spirit of patience, ^lll(h a wM tu.n ol my (rnintry- 
iiieri may well profit by 

'i'his was intended, as 1 umicistand it, to (onvey a moral, much needed 
in these days, to those of our countrymen who seem to believe tliat it is 
possible to secure the miilenium hy mere impatiemc ami anger. But, 
Sir, the moral w'as etjually needed by those of us who. without being in 
any sense impatient idealists, were beginning to ask in despair whether 
the ainendmeiit of the ( ulcutta Municipal Act would ever come. J’he work 
ol amending tlie Act was taken in hand in 1!112 and it is in the year of 
grace llVJl. that (he legislature is asked to consider the amending legis- 
lation. Suiely, Sii, ill these circumstam*es, the lesson ot patience was 
needed, very batlly, by everyboily concerned with the fuller development 
of municipal polity and wider recognition of popular contiol in the 
affairs of the premier city in India. But, Sir. the great delay on the 
part of (Government in finally auhmitting to the Legislature their pro- 
posals regarding the amendment of the Calcutta Municipal Act has not 
been without any compensating advantages. Perhaps the greatest of 
such advantages has been this that our veteran leader. Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerjea, has got an opportunity to shape and moiiid the aineoding 
legislation. Sir, 1 cannot help thinking that there is something almost 
romantic in the circuiiislance that Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea is in 
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charge of the Municipal Bill. The leader of the forlorn hope of 1899 
is tonlay the accredited exponent of the policy, which he had advocated 


in vain, 22 years ago. He was in the forefront of the struggle 
against any diminution of the authority of the Corporation and his 
passionate plea in the closing debate on the Calcutta Municipal Bill of 
1899 is still ringing in our ears. He then said in language which ho 
himself alone can coin — 


You will never be able to roll back the tide of progress which has set in with 
such irresistible force in this country. The forws ot progress will triumph over the 
forces of reaction. 1 ^as associated with the birth of IxM-al Self-Government in 
this city. 1 watched it at its cradle 1 ministered to its growing wants. 1 rejoic- 
ed at the exuberant vigour of its manhood 1 will live in the hope antk trust that 
the wisdom of the past will soon he vindicated and the inestimable boon of l>ocal 
Self-Government will, within a measurable distance of time, be restored to the city 
of my birth. 

These were, iinlipe<l, prophetic words. He has lived to see tluil time uiid 
events have vindicated his police and his principh's. 

This is not the statre when we can enter iiiUi a detailed examination 
of the Bill. There will be time enoiifrh, later on, for doiiijt that work. 
Besides, those of us who are also municipal commissioners will have an 
opportfinitv, before loiijf at the t'oi porution, to critically examine not 
only the constitutional clauses but what are far more important in some 
respects at afly rate, the various administrative provisions ol the Bill. 
But there are one oi two provisions <>1 the Bill ie(fardinjr vvhn li 1 deem 
it iny duty, at this staRe. to enter my humble hut emphalii cave.it. .Sir, 
1 cannot help tliinkiiiR that the de. isi.m of the Minister m.t to include 
within the municipal limits of Cahutta. fossipore-Cliilpni , Maiiiktala 
and (Jaiden Reach is a letroRiade ste|.. This inclusion was spe< ilicully 
urRed and recommended by the CnU ntta Corporatinn and the reasons 
whn h were udvan.ed in its support are, to my mind, absolutely conchi- 
sive. Aguiiint ihone weighty leu'^ons, whiit do we find in supjiort of the 
step which the Minister, unfortnimteiy. has taken?' It is the fear "f 
atritofioii on the jiart of the iieople iiihabitiiiK those areas. Now, Sir, 
to this plea, it so happens that I have an answer, a complete answer, 
framed in the lanRiiaRe of the Minister himself. UeterriiiR to the 
revision of the Act ol he says thus in his speech in introducing thi- 

Bill— 

Tfie time for the reviio..n of the An imon drew near, and when it was '•''••“I 
in the suburb, were in.luded w.th.n the Caleutta municipal area T/ie 

maosure gave rise to some hllU upitafion, hut thr. boon uvis soon reropnued. 


I venture to think that in this ease also, if the areas are included within 
the municipal limits of Calcutta, any agitation that might arise will 
subside and the boon will be universally recogni^d. I hope tW 
fore that the Minister will revise and reconsider bis decision in the light 
of what he himself has seen and said with regard to t*** 

.nburb. within the municipal limit, of CalcutU by the Act of 18JW. 
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There is another provision in the Bill regarding which I have 
criticism to make. The Minister has proposed that a part of Tollyguuge 
will be included within the municipal limits ol Calcutta. This i.s what 
he has said in his sj>eech — 

We projjose to include u small area in Tollygun^^e, if you approve of the sections 
relating U> this matter within the niunicipal limits of Calcutta. The reason for it 
ih (hiefly sanitary. '1 he aiea is small and its sanitary condition is so unsatisfactory 
that the only remedy left saemed t«. lie to brin^r it within the jurisdiction of the 
Calcutta Corporation and the kco|H’ of its sanitary ojierations. Again and again 
has the Tollyguuge Munnipalily been addressed on the subject, hut to no purjKise 
To guard against possible loss of revenue which t)ie Tollyguuge .Municipality may 
suffer by the exdusion of this area, the Jiiil provides that for 10 years a sum 
equivalent 'to the net revenue whnh it derives from this plot of land should be 
made good to it by th«* Corporation 

f (oidvHS, J (aiiiiot undornturid wh\ tlic Mjiiist(*r should have this tender 
solicitude for the Tollygunge Municipality. That municipality has so 
neglected its duties that the Calcutta f'orjiorat ion l.as to come to its 
rcHcue and, out of the ('alcutta ratepayers’ money, has g^ot to inijirove a 
gro.H.sly insanitary puit of Tollygunge. Il<>wevt‘i, I do not complain 
that the Cahiitta (.'orporation has to take upon its shoulders the Imrden 
of iniproving u ]Mir(ion of 'rollygunge. Ibit what shall I say regarding 
tlie Minister’s proposal that for 1(1 years the Calcutta ( 'orjioral i-m should 
pay to the Tollygunge Municipality a sum e(jni\al«*nt to the net revenue 
which It derives from that portion of Tidlygnnge \UnVh will be irnlcdmi 
within the municipal limits of Calcutta? By what logic ^or justice or 
equity is this going to be urged or defended, 1 confess, 1 (‘annot cimijire- 
hend? riiere is no reason given in the speech of the Minister ex< epl 
this tiiat “ again and again has the l'<dlygnnga‘ Municipality been 
uddresseil on the subjei't, but to no purpose.” I do earnestly hoj>e, the 
Minister will seriously ('onsider whether it is fair to ask the Calcutta 
Corporation to take upon its shoulders not ordy the biinlen of rri.jiroving 
a portion of 'I’ldly gunge but also the extra bindiui of jirioiding the ^I'olly- 
giinge Municipality with money equiMileiit to the l<*ss of revenue from 
the trarisfeired portion of its inrisdiction. 

Now. Sir, turning from the disagreeable task of (uticising some of 
the provisKUis m tlie Hill. 1 join my humble \nnt* to the chorus of juaise 
and uppreemt ion id many important features of ilie liill, Ksjieeiallv do 
I appreciate the statesmanlike method of the Minister in dealing with the 
question of Muhaiiiniadun representation in the ('orporation. The 
reasons he has given in supjmrt of the provision he has made in this 
behalf are, to my mind, eonelusive. Let me .say this to our Muhamma- 
dan fellow-members, both ofheial and non-offieial, who are opposed to the 
Minister’s proposals, that the action of the Minister regarding (his 
question and the supfwjrt of the same by the Hirnlu nienil)ers generally 
and also by some of the yuhammadun members are actuated by (he 
highest and purest motives of patrioti.sm and citizenship. I^et tben^ be 
no mistake about our motives. They are. I can honestly say. nl>ove sus- 
{>icion and reproach. What, after all, is the primary objec4 that tha 
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Minister has in view? It is to secure such representation ns w'ill 
adequate and will voice the wishes and interests ot ratepayers in 
general. And 1 venture to think that the Minister has achieved .this 
object by the provisions he has made in this behalf in his Bill. II these 
provisions are given eflect to by the ('ouncil, then the Muhaiinnadan 
commissioners as well as the Hindu coinmi'isioners will <ome to the 
('orporation returned by the joint \ote of Muhammadans and Hindus 
and will thus be in a position t<» repres<“nt tlo' wishes anti retjuiiements of 
practically all ratepayers. What danger some of our Muhammadan 
Icllow-members apprehend will result Imm the anangcment leganling 
Muhammadan representation, namel\ , reseivation ol seats ami mixed 
electorate, I confess, I altogether fail to umhustand. 1 have ne\er been 
able to discover any real divergence between Hindu ami Muhammadan 
interests so far as munit ipal affairs are concermal. After tinning this 
(juestion in my itiind oxer .iiid o\ei again and thscus'.ing it with various 
Muhammadan frie*nds of mine. 1 have been able to get onl\ one subject 
uptm which there might be diflerence betwemi Hindu and Muhammadan 
opinion. .\nd that subjc(*t is the ijuestion of th<‘ prohibition if the 
slauglitei (»f cows. Now thi^ is a mattei legaiding uhich Hindus hold 
one Mew and Muhammadans hold anothe? (^uite dillerent view anil this 
is well known to all. Iherefoie, M nhammadans, no maltci how they 
are leturned to the ( dr poiat ion. whelhei entirely hy Hind i Mde.s or 
entiieli hy Mnhammailan votes, will only von e that view legarding 
1 his (jUcst ion whn h their reli^^ioii dn tates 1 cannot undcu'stand, theie* 
lore, how theie < an be any embarrassment or misunderstanding iej.;ard- 
ing this (|iiesliori And this is the oiil> subject which one cam discover 
uiMin which there might Ik* iliffcTcncc between Hindu and Muhammudiin 
o{)inion. 

Hut, Sn, it will be urged, I suppose that since separate (ommnrnil 
representation is one of the recognised shibboleths of the fadit ically>mimb 
ed Muhammadans, therefore, t/f.sft /,n to, jt iiiust be deiimnded at all places 
and ill all circumstances. I have beard it said that the ties of party are 
diflit ult to clisregard ami, iheiehoe, mm h against their convic tion, sfiiiie 
of our fellow Muhammadan mcmb<*t.s. will vote against (his Bill. May 
J venture to apjwal to tlu'in and sa\, in the language not my own, but 
of a distingtiished Krigbsli statesman, that — “Man was not made for |»urty, 
party was made for man ; and there are objei ts, aim.s, goals in our jroli- 
tical life by the side of which the names and the lies of paities art? 
subordinate indcH»d'’. And in thi.s conne< tion, may I ijuote and remind 
our Muhammadan fellow -member s of the noble words which Bcnke uaiHl 
when he flung away a safe* seat which meant muc h to him at a crinim of 
his political (Career. He said — 

!f 1 go into the Iloute of Common* at all, whatever ecmslituenry I repreaent, 
I alt thare aa a free man taking no order* from any one — not the mouthpiece of the 
oonatituenej. but the free repreaentativ# of a free cxmatituencyr in a free Houee 
of Commone. 
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IjjeHe are deep, prej^nant words. I only ask that our fellow-irserabers, 
who are distracted by doubts and difficulties, should ponder over them 
before they cast their votes. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN OUTT Bahadur: I congratulate the Hon’ble 
Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea on the satisfactoiy Bill he has placed before 
the Council and for the publication of which ho has sought our permission. 
It is not often that public men have the good fortune to see the fulfilment 
of their hopes and the realisation of their dreams. Very gratifying it 
is that the princii)les and the cause for which thq lion’ble gentleman 
fought throughout his life unsuccessfully should have triunjphed at last 
and that 1m* should be in a positicui to carry out the reform. The cause 
of local self-government and the interests of this city could not be in safer 
and better hands. For to use his own words he wa.s associated with the 
earliest municipal government of (’alcutta, nurtured it p its cradle and 
ministered to its growing wants. 

The Bill embodies Tiiost of the recommendations that have been s<‘nt 
to Government by the Corporation of Calcutta. We, the membeis of the 
C(U'poration, wdio had much to do with tho.se recommendations cannot 
but be gratified with the success which has been adiieved. We all 
sincerely hope that the Bill will be passed without any undue delay.. The 
deliberatif)n have already taken too long and the first prf)posal f<»r the 
mnendrnent of the constitution of the (ity of Calcutta wasjmblished in 
1913. The amendment of tin* Act has long been overdue and any furthei- 
delay particularly i?i the matter of the provisions relating to fo(»d and 
drug adulteration, milk-suppl\ and various othei things should be taken 
up at once. It is doubtful. h<»we\ei, whether the Bill can be pascal as 
({uickly us we desiie. The Bill fiu 1S98 was introduced in March. 
was referred to the select caunmittee in .\pril, ISilS. the select (aminiittee 
reported in April. 1899. was again referred back to that committee in 
August, 1S!)9, and was discussed in Coum il in Sejitem])er. 18119. and took 
12 sittings and was finally pa.ss«Ml in 1S99. Between the first introduction 
and the final passing there was an interval. I find, of 18 months. There 
were altogether 595 amendments, and altliough the criticism stage 
may not take so long now, the discussion in Council here will probably 
take longer, having r<»gard to the present couslitntion of the Council 
and its sixe. 

It is gratifying that the Bill aims at liberalising the 
constitution of the Corporation and plac ing it on a popular basis and 
that if is propo.sed to reform the constitution of iniifas.sal municipalitie.s 
in due cour.se. The abolition of the system of co-ordinate authorities 
which has always l>een an anomully and is now an anachronism, the 
enlargement of the (Corporation and the vesting of all power in it, the 
election of the executive officer .subject to the approval of Government, 
the lowering of the franchise, the introduction of the system of aldermen, 
and the eurtailiuent of Government nominations could not but command 
Ifeneral assent. 
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The controversy regarding comnninnl representation for il 
M,iihaniraadans is likely to be actively taken up by iny Muhamnmdii 
friends. I find that the Muhammadan population of this city is on! 
221, (KK) out of 8(il,(HK) or one-bmrth according to the census of 1111 
and that out of 49,0(M1 voters only 5.(KH) vt>ters or less than one-ninth ai 
Muhammadans. The disparity between the numerical strength ami tl 
voting strength is the chief difficulty. Another factor is that they are i 
Ei hopeless minority everywhere in the matter of voting strength hein 
nbout one-half only in ward 20, oiie-ihird in ward 8, (»ne-fourth in wan 
13, 14, 15 and 24^, Rnd an insignificent fnu tion of the total number < 
voters in other wards. 

I find that under the Act of 1888. when every wanl returned tw 
commissioners, and there were 50 commissioners the result of the electic 
was as follows : — 

Ki-rctId out or 50 Waui»s. 

1 Ht rIcctioUj 15tli .March. 1^89 ... 5 .MiihJiiiiiiiai<laiiS 9, l.'i, 14, 15 aiuj 19, 


2ii.] 

„ 15th March, 

1892. ... 

9 

8,9.13. 

14, 15, 19, 2*' and 2 


,, I5ih 

March. 

1895 ... 

8 

8. 9. 14, 

15. 19, 20 hikI 21. 

4tli 

12lh 

March. 

1898 ... 

6 

„ 8. 9, 14. 

15 and 20. 


Under the present 

Act tht 

result 

was — 








Waiiuh 


U( ti<ei, 

1903 

... 


2 Muhatninndati^ 

8 and 14. 


2ud 

1906 


... 

2 

D*. 


5rd ,, 

1909 



2 

I)(i. 


4th 

19 12 



> 

8. 


5th 

1915 



noiip 

... 


6tii 

1918 

... 


1 

14. 


7th 

1921 



none ,, 



The total number 

of Muhammadan (./ommissioners, 

iticlinJing Govern 

[uent nomination during the last twenty years, was as foiiows : — 


1901 


... 

7 

1912 

... 5 


ltK)3 



4 

1915 

... 6 


1906 

... 


3 

1918 

... 6 


1909 



5 

1921 

... 3 


From the figures given by me it would be clear that (he Muhammadan 
lever enjoyed a large number of seats. The present Hill provides fo 
13 seats to them. That is certainly a great advance. 

Now, Sir, I will say a few words about the different meihmls o 
leouring an efficient representation and an adequate representation o 
Ifuhammadans. There are three methcnls possible, vtz . — 

(1) by communal electorates; 

(2) by Government nominations ; and 

(3) by earmarking the seats in plural constituencies. 
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Regarding? the first from the Montagu-Chelmsford Report we find— 

(t) The diviflion by creedt and classeB means the creation of political campa 
organised against each other; 

(ii) it teaches men to think as partisans, and not as citizens ; 

(Mi) it encourages the minority to settle down to a feeling of satisfied security 
and takes away the interest for the minority to qualify itself like the 
majority ; 

fiv) the majority will be tempted to feel that having done all they need do for 
their weaker fellow countrymen they are free to use their power for 
their own purposes. It destroys the spirit of give-and-take which is 
the essence of political life ; 

(r) it stereotypes existing relations; and 

(vi) the last objection is, if you introduce it in the Corporation, you will have 
to extend it everywhere. 

The weight of opinion againsf ('oinniiinal elerfnrateM is very great. 
The ne.Tt method iM the method of nomination, the objections to which 
Heein to bi* obvious to evervon(‘ of us. 

The third alternative, namely, earmarking the seats, has been found 
to be the only jiossible and desirable solution of the most difficult (juestion. 
The only objection that can be urged against it is that it will enable the 
majfirity, whicli is pn'ponderatin^dy Hindu, t(» return a Muhammadan 
who may not be accefitalde to his co-religionists. Hut we do not re(|uire 
fanatical Muhammadan or religious bigots but sound, wise and jiatriotic 
representative of the great Muhammadan ( ommunity. 

Tn the (-alcutta t'orfioration. from my own experiem e mo\ extending 
over 10 years, T mav most em]diaticallv say. that we nev»‘r came a<Toss 
a case in wliich the interests of Muhammadans and Hindus were 
untag(»nistic. Indeed, inunieipal interests of both the communities lire 
quite identical. I am glad to find that my friend, Mr. I). ('. Ohose. also 
hinted at this matter. Secondlv. the preponderatingly Hindu electorates 
returned Muhammadan councilhns under tlie Act of IHSS. What 
happened then will happen again if good Muhammadan candidates are 
forthcoming. Thirdly, it is only a eomi>romise between communal 
electorates and (Government nominations, and in the.se days when we 
are rescdvcul to go hand in hand for fiolitical reforms 1 }»eg of my 
Muhammadan friends to take into their consideration the desirability of 
having a compromise in this matter. 

As regards the number of seats for Muhammadans I rnay say that 
after a good deal of discussion and inquiry by a committee of the Corpo- 
ration it w'as decided that they should have 11 .seats out of 55, Now the 
pi*esent Bill gives them 13 seats. We do not grudge them two extra 
seats, if that would please our Muhammadan friends. 

Tn this ('onnectinn of communal representation the one thing that I 
cannot hut mention is the rjosition of the Marwaris in Calcutta. The 
Corporation of Calcutta in their recommendations mentioned that four 
seats should be earmarked for the Marwaris community. Although they 
are Hindus, in many details and points they differ from the ordinary 
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Hindu population of Calcutta and after an extensive investigation into 
this matter and debate in the Corporation the Corporation passed a 
resolution to allow four seats to the Marwari t imiinunit \ . 1 hope, Sir, 

the claims of that community would not be forgotten. * 

Another point, before I resume‘iny >eat. is to express ni> regret that 
the (iovernment have not thought it fit to aeeept the i et omineudation of 
the Corporation for hringing Cossipore-('hii jKire and ManiktaU into the 
town of Calcutta. Maniktala and Cossipore>Chii p»>ie an* virtually an 
integral part of the city and in our opinion shonhl be inclmled in the l ity 
houndary. ManiktaRi would by its situation ren*ive the suiplus 
population of Calcutta and helji to relieve the pres.sure which prevails in 
the northern part of the city. 1‘he area of that municipality is 13,100 
acres and the population is only 511,000. The income of the niunii ipality 
is Us. 1,80,000 and the expenditure is Us. l,75.0tU). The total rates 
levied work out tt* 10 per cent. If tliat ar<‘a ».*. ineluded tlie rati'payers 
of Maniktala will irave veiy lntlt* extra to jm\ . 

As regards Cossipore-Chitpur they are aln'udy a part and parcel of 
Calcutta and resemble tlie city of (’ahuitta in its characteristic features. 
It Is not a puu'ly rcsideritial area wlin h can la* left to itsi'lf hut it is the 
Iradirif^ and commercial area of Cah utla and is in close ami lonstant 
touch with the city. Its filthy and insanitary comlition is a serious 
<langr*r ami menace to the <ii\ of Calmjtta. 1'he ri'sources of that 
municipality and its powers umler the llengal Municipal Act, as already 
known to many of us, are too limited to expect it to effect ively gra])ple 
with the munic ipal preddems. Without a ('omplete sNstem of drainage 
and sewat:c in that aiea the sanitalnm of Calcutta is ahvavs in danger. 
Wc- lM*lie\e the poiti<»ns bet\\e<m tin* Barrackpo? <* Trunk Uoad and the 
river is only an elongation of the existing municipal houmluries of the 
citv, Calcutta’s wal«‘r pumping-station and I fa* c*lc\at<*d rese? voir a?e at 
Tallah and should be within the* Cor|H>ralion control. The area of 
(’ossipore-Chitpur is about 2.000 acres and population 48.0(t0. 'I'he 
jireseiit ineoine is Us. d.75,(Mttt and expenditure about the same. I'he 
total rates are about 17^ per cent, 'f’he addition of (’ossipore-Chit pur 
to Calciitta is sure to be advantageous to both. So I think it is desirable 
that these should be inc luded within the (’orporation of Cah'utta. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: Allow me first to con. 
gratulute our Minister for Local SelMlovernment on the stupendous 
work he has done*, on hi.s a< hievlng in the fulness oi his nianhoial this 
the fondest hope of hi.s youth. We join w'ith him in praying that may 
he never cry nunc (Jimtftix, may he remain long our Minister and 
Mentor, to guide us in cmr deliberations and cheer us with hope. 8ir, 
I must deplore that T had nc»t had time enough to go through the various 
clauses and provisions of the new Bill. •But our Minister has very 
ably and succinctly summed up the main changes, and the one that 
atrikm u» most is the syatem of Muhammadan representation. We 
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may all agree with our Minister when he says: I oppose commun; 
representation on principle ” and also when he says communal repr< 
sentation certainly interferes with the growth of Indian nationhood 
and, therefore, We should not have it.*' We may all agree with hii 
in the principle; but I ask do we always act on such abstract principles 
Do we in politics follow abstract justice or do we do what is just ant 
proper, taking into account all the conditions and circumstances? 

In the very breath in which our Minister wants to secure compleb 
self-government he asserts w-e are here to ensure the success of th< 
Reforms, He forgets that he did not stick to the attainment of com- 
plete self-government, when the present Reforms were offered, but that 
he had to temporise, and considering the circumstances, acted on the 
expediency that half a loaf is better than no bread. He did not sit 
tight on his abstract principle, principle of “ good government being no 
substitute for self-government.” Sir, our Minister has accepted 
dyarchy knowing full well that it is indefensible on principle, and I for 
myself think that he has rightly accepted it. Whatever might be the 
merits of communal representation and T do not defend it, we have first 
got to see whether the Muhammadans do at present want it or not. If 
they consider, even wrongly, that their interests would be ignored if 
they have no special representation are we. because we are in a i.iajo- 
rity, to thrust a boon on them, unprayed for and unwished for and 
under which they would smart, simply on the ground that it will help 
us in the remote future to have a perfect Indian nation? Our TTon’ble 
Ministei himself acknowledges that in th(‘ Montagu-rhelmsfoid liepcrt 
this matte! had been c<msidered and terms of disanp.Tval evpie.ssel, 
but at the same time* the joint authors being practical men graited 
communal representation. 

This n(‘w principle which has l»<»en introduced in the Bill and on 
which our Hon’ble Minister has waxed so big was known to them too. 
They had also considered all other possible and impossible schemes. And 
there is nothing new in the projxwed method of representation as has 
been suggested by the Hon'ble Minister, In the Home Rule T.eague 
memorandum submitted for the consideration of Mr. Montagu and 
lA)nl Chelmsford, a very similar method of representation and the joint 
authors after due consideration had rejected that, and preferred the 
present methml of having separate electorates. They found that in spite 
of its defects in abstnictions the Congres.s I^eague scheme was the Iwst, 
had the largest approval and commanded the greatest respect. And the 
Franchise Committee of which our Minister was also a member in uuanim* 
ously adopting this scheme remarked as follows — 

Thai a great majority of Indian masans, and the repreaentatiTea of the Aaeocia- 
iiona. pnhiioa] and non-politioaf alike, not exdnding thoaa in which Hindu intemsta 
preponderate adhered to this coapaot and it aeema to ne that any departon frosi 
ita tama would rerire in an aggravated form a controversy which it haa do||p modi 
to compoaa 
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intervene in order to correct a misapprehension under which my friend 
labours? I should not have intervened but for the personal reference 
he makes to me as a member of ^he Franchise Committee. What we 
were discussing was communal representation in regard to the liegie- 
lative Council and not in regard to the loc'al bodies. That makes the 
whCle difference. That makes that remark wholly inapplicable to the 
present case. My friend has also referred to the (Congress league 
(K'heme and so on. ^was the Chairman of the joint committee of Hindus 
and Muhammadans w'hich discussed this scheme. We exidnded 
the local bodie.*^. The local bodies were not thought of. The whole 
scheme referred only to the Tjegislative Councils. 

Kumar SHIB^SHEKHARESWAR RAY: This is a very imi>ortant 
pnddem and when, a certain principle lius Is'cn approved by a great 
body of public men, I think that it was apjdicable e\ervwhere, whether 

it was Council or local bodies. 

• 

T fully agree with oiir Hon’ble Minister when he says, " let not the 
past in this matter blind ns to the prospects of the fninre,” but I should 
al.Ho^dd, “ let not the vision of a glorious future blind ns to the realities 
of the present.’' 1’his matter of having a separate communal represen- 
tation should b(* left w’liolly in the hands of the Muhammadan members, 
as even in the Congress League scheme— one of the authors of W'hich 
was perhaps our Hon’ble Minister — it w'us stipulated in the second 
proviso to clause 4, that communal questions should have the approval 
of at least three-fourths of the members of that community. And we 
have already seen that on the day this Bill was introduced fully 20 
Muhammadan members out of about 25 present, opposed the introduc- 
tion of the Bill on this very question. 

In this conne<‘tinn, I cannot help n>entioning that perhaps the 
Muhammadans are right in saying that their interests are not properly 
safe-guarded without special representation. T am reminded of a 
speech in the last Council of our late lamented friend, the Hon’ble 
Mr. Rasul, a man whom all communities loved and respected. On the 
5th of March, 1917, while commenting on a municipal matter, he 
pointedly drew attention to the fact that owing to the inadequate 
representation of Muhammadan members even in the Calcutta Corpo- 
ration, there was no provision for funds for the buriaf of Muhammadan 
paupers, while Hindu paupers were cremated at municipal cost. 
Mr. Rasul said — 

Mj friend Rsi Rsdhs Clisrsn Fsl Bskadnr hs* Mtd that every number of this 
Honee well knowe that there is no distinction between Hindni snd Mubsmmsdsns 
in these mttniripslities. T skonld not go mo fsr ss to ssy that the Hindu members 
of the municipsltties have deliberately neglected the intefeata of the Kahstn- 
wwwtana, hot I must say that they have been— -1 dsre say— unwittingly indifferent 
to the interest# of tome of the Mohammedans in aoma mimioiiMlitiea. 
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Be then continues — 

Well we need not diBCU»» the various munici|mlitie8, but so far as the Calcutta 
Municipality is concerned, the bodies of the Hindu paupers are burnt at the expense 
of the municipality, but, unfortunately, the bodies of the Muhammadan paupers 
are also burnt, there being no provision for their suitable burial. 

Rija MANILOLL 8INCH ROY: But the question is that Muhani- 
madau dead bodies are never burnt. 

Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Well, 1 do not say that; 
it was Mr. Rusiil who said that. When Mr. Kasul made that state- 
ment, it went on unchallenged, and that ought to be enough and 1 take 
it as true. It was a gross charge of neglect, Sir, of partiality. And 
again it brings to my mind how for want of special electorates, minori- 
ties go absolutely uiirepiesented. Eighty per cent, of the population of 
Uajshahi are Muhainniadans and, in consequence, on the district board 
of Uajshahi, there is not a single Hindu inemlsu’ to represent the Hindus 
of the important subdivision of Nature where they are in a hopeless 
minority. 

Rii Dr. HARIDHAN DUTY Bahadur: 1 rise to a point of order. 
Is the member in order in referring to all these details? 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT (Babu Surendra Nath Ray): I think he 
is quite in order. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I am discussing the Itaj- 
shahi District Board, and I hope no body will challenge me because I 
come from Uajshahi. Sir, minorities must be represented, and for this 
even the new' (^ongress constitution has adopted the system of single 
transferable votes. And for this, have the few municipalities in the 
mill area near (’ulciif tu been given a sejmrate electorate, and it does not 
lie in our mouth to disavow the policy of having special electorates? 
And small separate electorates based on purely communal lines have 
been actually provided for in this very Bill. Chamber of Commerce, 
Trades Asswdution and Port Commissioners, all very small bodies, can 
send fully 12 members in addition to other seats which a European may 
be giXMl enough to capture. I wonder at the value of a principle which 
is adopted in one jwmigruph and abandoned in the next. I hope, Sir, 
that due consideration would be given to the question of communal 
representation. 

Bibu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: I welcome the new Munici- 
pal Bill which has been introduced here the other day and I agree that 
it be circulated for eliciting public opinion. I c^>ngratulate the Hon’ble 
Minister who is fortunate' enough to introduce the Bill because he 
happens to be one of the ** Brave 28 ** Commissioners. In this con- 
nection, I must say that the thanks of this Council are due to thoee 
gentlemen who drafted the Bill. 
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But 1 find there are several grave objections, particularly in tha 
matter of the constitution of the Municipal Council. 1 cannot under* 
stand why special seats are reserved for one community neglecting the 
interests of other iNommunities. ,Wby should not seats be reserved 
for the Marwaris who perhaps pay a large amount of tax to the Corpo- 
ration? Their number is not very insignifii'ant. Why should not 
seats bo reserved for our Anglo-Indian and other brethren? I do not 
agree with Rai Dr. ITaridhan Butt Bahadur that sofmrate seats are to 
l)e resen’od for the oo^imunities interested, and I do not agree with him 
that the interests of sepanite communities who are in the minority can 
ht‘ suteguarded only hy three ways ri:. — either by nomination, (»r by 
comninnal representation, or by the method now adopted by the 
Horrble Minister. T think their interests can easily Ix' safeguarded 
if the method of proportionate refiresentation in eleetion be adopted. 
Th<» interest of tfie* minorities <un b«* pmleeitsl in this way. and hence 
I fail to see why separate seats should he reserved for Muhammadans 
only. We all know that there was a strong feeling expressed hy some 
of my Muhammadan friends the other day at the time when the Bill was 
introduced in this Council. They opposed the introduction of the 
Bill on, the ground that (‘ommunal representation for them by sejMirate 
electorate was not included in the Bill. I like to know whether they 
would prefer U) remain under the old Act or accept the present Bill. 
ITowever, I appeal to them to re<*onsider this matter very earefully. 
If thev want the success of the Reforms as well as of f/oeal Self-dovern- 
ment and desire that Hindus and Muhammadans, Christians and non- 
Christians should m<ive side by side towards national progress, 
T request my Muhammadan colleagues to consider this matter care- 
fully and stand by the side of their ITindii brethren and say that there 
should be neither any communal representation nor any reservation of 
seats for them. Then even if I concede to the view, ns laid down in 
the Bill that separate seats should be reserved for Muhammadans, 
T fail to undertsund why I'^l seats should be kept reserved for them. 
Is it in proportion to the number of electors that are in the electoral 
roll now? No. Is it because the number of electors will be increased 
in the event of the reduction of the minimum c|ualifirfttions of an elector 
that 13 seats are given, but even then the number should be in pro- 
portion to the number of electors in the new roll ? 

There is another objwfion in the constitution of the Council, seats 
are reserved for certain bodies, such as the Bengal Chamber of Com- 
merce, and other such bodies. But I do not find the names of bodies 
like the Bengal National Chamber of Ciimmerce, the Marwari Associa- 
tion and the Bengal Mabajan Babha. ^ 

Further, I understand that the municipal authorities are going 
to take active steps in the propagation of primary education in this 
city. If that be one of the objects of the Corporation, I think that there 

m m 1 



CALCUTTA MUNICII^L BILL. 


424 


[29i:h Nov. 


Hihould be at leaet some seats reserved for tbe Calcutta University and 
educational institutions. 

There is one thing more and I have finished. I suggest that in the 
new Bill provision should be made for the purchase and control of the 
stores in a proper manner. In view of the criticisms made about the 
management of the stores at the present time, I think it is desirable that 
there should be some provision in the Bill in that direction also. 


Rii RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: As I ,rise to say a few 

words on this historic occasion, the thought strikes me — and I believe 
that it will recur to the memory of many old citizens of this great city — 
how on an ill-fated day in the month of November 1896, a great pro- 
consul, in presiding over a (/orjX)ration (;eremony as our honoured guest 
turned round in vicdation of all canons of decency and hospitality, apd 
hurled wild anathemas upon our devoted heads and sounded the death- 
knell of tin* (/orporation and dug its grave. The whole city was thrown 
into a paroxysm of grief and c(»n8ternation. The mighty pro-consul in a 
fit of anger or rather in a fit of distemper accomplished what he desired. 
Blank (h^spair and disappoinment filled every heart in this city, and 
despite the unanimous and vehement opposition of every section of the 
community the* notoriouh Mac'kenzie Act was j)ass(*d into a law of the 
land and the great edifice ol self-government which was built up by his 
I>redecesHors in (>fiic<» was dashed to the ground. Of that memorable 
occasion, I remember — and I remember with ])ride and pleasure — the 
gallantry and ]mt riot ism of a great hand of non-co-opt*raU)rs, headed by 
the valiant rrihune of tin* jieople, the ITon’hle Minister, who now adorns 
the Government bench as a representative f»f the i>eople. Round him 
clustered the stalwart figures of Kalinath Mitter, the Nestor of the Cor- 
poration, Bhui)endra Nath Basu, Narendra Nath Ben, Nalin Bihary 
Barkar, and last, though not the least, Nawah Syed Shams-ul-Huda, the 
1 resident of this honourable CVmncil, followed by a band of young workers 
of the Corporation. It is a happy achievement of statesmanship — I 
should say it is a trilmte to the genius of the freedom-loving British race 
-—that what an autocratic pro-consul snatched away in a fit of anger 
should now he restored or be profwsed to be restored to us with the sanc- 
tion and approval of the Reformed Government, which presides over our 
destinies to-day. When we l(K>k back to the history of the foundatioiii 
and the expansion of the Calcutta Corporation, we cannot hut be filled 
with pride and also reflect upon the fact as to what a world of differ- 
ence there has been l)etween the glorious band of Hailebury .men and 
the competition-wallas of the present day. It was the band of Hailebury 
men, who presided over the destinies of the country at that time and 
who conceded the auprema-y of the Corporation in all matters relating 
to the city. When I read the proceedings of the Bengal Legislative 
Council of those days, I find that during the LieutenanU^ovemorahip 
of Sir Cecil Beadon, no less a personage than Sir Ashley Edhn, the Chief 
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iecretary, introduced a Bill, giving the moat complete and fulleat con* ^ 
r<d over civic affairs to the J uatices of the Peace. Sir Aghley Eden ii? 
reaming legialation observed that the (>>rjK>ration, vested in the 
uetioes, should be the supreme authority in all matters concerning the 
ity. Perhaps it is not known to many gentlemen here — and so I may 
isclose the fact on this occasion that the priuci{ml concession^ which 
be Hon’ble Minister is now making to the jn^ople of ('iilcutta, cix., the 
oncession of the election of the bead of the executive was actually con- 
eded by Government in 1862. 1 find in the old Bill of 1862, as drafted 

ly no less a person than Sir Ashley Eden, that the api»<»iiil merit of the 
hief of the executive, his salary and his removal was to In* left to the 
Jorporation ; that was in the original Bill; this was a foretaste'of demo- 
raev in those days. But in the select committw, however — then the 
ndian element in such a IkkIv was microscopic — this generous provi- 
ion was deleted, •and yet the fact is there that the Government of that 
ay conceded the jtrinciple that the Co!fM>ratif)n should ho the supreme 
uthority in every thing, and from 1868 to 1876, if the history of the 
'orporation is read, it will ix* seen that it was a stn'uuous life on the 
lart nf those who represented the city. iStormy dehales, unsparing 
riti('ism and remorseless scrutiny of the executive polic’v marked every 
tage <tf the Corjxiration proceedings. There was a happy coalition 
K^tween the British Indian Association and the (’ah’utta Trades 
Association; Hiere was also the clique, which sat almost ev(‘ry wc<*k 
►efore the ("orporation met in the chamber of the British Indian Associ- 
tion where Kuropeaiis and Indians confabulated Ix'foro coming to the 
^orjKjration mooting to make a concerted attaitk upon the policy of the 
xpcutive where necessary. Those were the days when Eurojicans and 
ndians ungrudgingly worked hand in hand for the common cause; 
nd 1 do not deny that even aftorw^ards they continued in the same way, 
ilthough I must say that there has l)een in evidence? a certain amount of 
ethargy on the part of the European community of the present day. 
Wf^hen we come to the year 1876, we find that a partial system of elerv 
ion was granted by Sir llichaid Temple. In the present Bill the TIon’ble 
Minister has reduce*! the nurnl>er of nominated Cf^minissioners to a very 
nsignificant figure. This, again, is a reiteration (»f the pfdicy «>f Gov- 
[•rnment in bygone days. If you lead the speech of Sir liichan! 
Temple in the Bengal liegislative Council in 1876, you will find him 
recommending that there should he as few Government members as 
[lossible ; and he sugg«^sted that the number should be, one<fourth of the 
r6 commissioners and it might be even less; but in the Council it was 
made two-thirds elected and one-third nominated. Sir Richard Temple 
was a Haileburj^ man — mark the distinction between a competition-walla 
uid a Hailebury man. In 1876, the partial electorate system was intro- 
duced, and about the close of that year in the month of November— if 
r remember aright— the greet Tribune of the people entered the portals 
of the Corporation and from that day onwards till Sir Alexander 
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Mackenzie sealed the late of the Corporation, he continued to fight side 

side with the gladiators of the past the battles of the people. From 
1876 to 1888 the Act continued as it was framed, and in 1888 suburban 
areas were amalgamated, with the Corporation, but the main principle was 
retained all through that the Corpor&tion should remain the supremo 
authority. In 1899, unfortunately for the citizens of Calcutta, as I have 
said, what was given with one hand was snatched away by the other by 
Sir Alexander Mackenzie who — I may be pardoned for claiming to have 
some personal knowledge of the aii<‘ient history of this city and I can 
assert that Sir Alexandei could hardly be accused' of any love for the 
bantling of his former chief — was shoved by Sir Richard Temple from the 
Socretanut to the district of Murshidabad. But 1 do not wish to say 
n great deal too much on the past history of th(‘ Cf)rpoiati()n. 

Now, coming to some of the main features of the Bill, what I find is 
this, that llie number of members in the (^oi porution Las been consider- 
ably increased, and I appreciate the concession that *has been made and 
the gift that is offered to the people of (.alcutta. But 1, as an old mem- 
ber of'the (/orpoiation, who has consecrated his whole life to the affairs 
of the city, may venture to submit that we ought not merely to look to 
the number of seats but also to the efficieiuT of the 
work of tlie Corporation. Therefore, 1 believe, and it is 
my honest conviction born of experien(*e that, unhvss this growing 
and ove?-expanding city is divided into different distiie.s, the admin- 
istration of the city will n(»t be so efficient as every body desires. 
B('for(‘ 18f»2, when the Act c!*(‘aling th(‘ ('(U poi ation was framed, the 
city was divided into four districts. The cily was then a “jungly” 
city and a vast marsh, but it was stdl divide(i into foui districts, which 
were called uj)on to eh*rt their own r»)miniHsioiiers. Kach commissioner 
was to administer his ow’ii distn'ct. In in order to develop the 

system further, Mr. Seton-Kerr introduc’ed u Bill lor the incorjioration 
of the district councils into a central body and he divided (hilcutta into 
six district.s, hut it was found that the expenses w^ould be very heavy 
Iwcause municipal commissioners would havi* to he apiiointed in every 
district and the head of the district staff w’ould have to l>e paid a hand- 
some salary; and this they could not afford. We find that the Hon'ble 
Mr. Schulch, who was the first Chairman of the (^irporution from 1862 
and continued as such for seven years, when Sir Richard Temple's Bill 
came bt*fore the Council, suggested that a growing city like Calcutta 
Would b© much more efficiently managed if it were divided into separate 
districts. This view, however, Sir Stuart Hogg was not in a mood to 
accept. Then I come to Mr. Greer and Sir Andrew Fraser, who were 
the fathers of the district system. It was definitely promised and 
publicly declared by them that legislation would be taken in hand to 
give effect to this system. ' 

Tilt 01PUTY«PmSi0EMTl Your time is up but I allow you 10 
minutes more to conclude. 
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lUli RADHA CHARAN PAL BalUMkir: But, unfortunately, nb legia- 
1^011 has yet been taken up since tliat date. What I find ia that Uif 
latrict councils exist merely on the suffemnce of the chairman and tfia 
orporation. I am inclined to think if the people of Calcutta are to be 
tiracted to the work of the municipality, if they are indeed to l>e per* 
laded to devote their time and enerj?y to the impjovemeut of their own 
*eas, the district councils ought to he given u legal status. 

Then I come to the next question, viz.. Communal repreiieniation 
id this is a knotty point, indeed. 

However, let me^point out one obvioUvS fact and amidst tho itistrac* 
0118 of wrangle and debate it is this, that coinmunul lejiresentation will 
» disastrous to the solidaiity of the nation. If are Indjans first, 
indu 8 or Mussalmans next, how can we considentiously give counte- 
ince to communal rejiresentation, which kills the sense' of citixenshij) and 
oinotes partisanship in the sphere of ])ublic lif(*y For the las! years 
have been a reiyesentative of a certain ward in (Calcutta on the (Vir- 
irution; I have a considerable numln'r of Muhaninia<luns in my ward, 
id I can venture to say with pleasuie and satisfaction that lln* Muham- 
iidans have the greatest confidence in their Hindu brother, and I do 
d think, whether if any special seat is assigned to Muhammadans or 
d — ijthough 1 welcome the assignment of seats -that there will 1 m» 
y lack of interest on the part of the Hindu commissioners in the wel- 
re of their ^Muhammadan constituents. After all our intmests are 
i'ntieal in all things. I may .say that if a Muhammadan represenla- 

0 comes to the CorjMoation repn'senting say, one-fourth or one-third 
tho inhahitnnts of a wuid, and not as representing the entire ward, 
position will not bejis strong as if ho had been returned by tbe entire 

‘(■tornte. Another point is thi.s, that in all matters, the Muhamma- 
n and Hindu members returned by a general electorate are expected 
take a much broader view than those returned by a separate elector- 
' who are likely to take a merely sectarian view. 

Before I sit dow'ii T cannot but comment on one especial aspect of tlie 
estion ; and that is that while we are all opposed to communal repre- 
itation that has liecn asked for hv Muhammadan incinlierK, f hope they 
II kindly pause on this matter hecuuse this will be an apple of discord 
d our European friends will enjoy such a quarrel l)etween Hindus and 
ihammadans. 

1 turn now to one important factor which concoms our Kuropenn 
irens. I find that specml seats have been a 11 f>w^^ for llu, European 
fnmnnity, representing the Bengal ChamlM'r of Commerce, and the 
ades Association. Well, if you look into tbe C^jrporalion resoliitioo, 
a will notice that they recommended that these s^iecial representations 
>uld be abolished, and that they should all come direct from the elac* 
■ate, so that they may have an equal chan^^ with their fellow-citijEeni. 
ia is a matter, which, I hope, will attract the attention of the Bon'bb 
nUter. 
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In 1875, this was proposed by the Hon’ble Mr. Schalch, and 
$)!' Stuart Hogg, who was then in charge of the Bill, and wits subsequent- 
ly Chairman of the Corporation, stoutly opposed it. The Hon’Ue 
Mr. Schalch pleaded for especial seats for the Chamber of Commerce, 
the Trades Association and also for the British Indian Association, and 
Sii Stuart Hogg opposed it, and so also the representative of the British 
Indian Association. That proposal of the Hon^ble Mr. Schalch was not 
then entertained, but in 1888 in order to attract the co-operation of the 
Kuropean community, special provision was made. I think now that 
more than 30 years have passed away, and Europeans and Indians are 
sufficiently alive to civic duty, a separate electorate is not needed fur a 
small coterie of men. Why should not the general electorate return 
J'iUroiHjan representatives on the Corjioration ? That should be insisted 
i»|)on. 1 fully acknowledge the value of the services lendoied by the 

European immunity to this city. I remember what was said by a great 
representative of the Indian community, that he was proud to say that 
he had always worked shoulder to shoulder and hand in hand with Euro- 
peans. Sir Stuart Hogg said that if he received any opposition it was 
more from EurofH*ans than from Indians, and, therefore, it will be seen 
that the European community took the greatest interest in municipal 
matters. Unfortunately, the Chamber of Commerce did not take much 
interest but the Trades Association has ever been foremost in taking part 
in the affairs of the city, and I hope that the same civic spirit will prevail. 
I hope, therefore, that this point w'ill be considereMl because it will place 
Hindus, Muhammadans and Europeans on the same footing. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: It is scarcely neces- 
sary to congratulate the Hon’ble the Minister on the introduction of the 
Municipal Bill which shows unmistakable signs of his energy, his vital- 
ity and his iiersevering iiersonality. It is no doubt a fine achievement 
from the i>oint of view of {Ktpular representation and efficiency of muni- 
cipal administration. But, jwrhaps, one fetds that for the sake of 
economy of time and t>ur fatal pro|)ensity for transforming a meeting 
place for the transaction of practical business into a debuting club, the 
number HO is too large and too unwieldy. I wonder if the Hon’ble the 
Minister could find his way to take a leaf out of the system of municipal 
administrtition in liondon and have small Councilets in groups of wards 
elected by the people and a larger City Council of which a few members 
as an innovation may consist of representatives from these Borough 
Councils, the resb being returned by direct elections and nominations; 
I feel that by this system even the outlying parts will be well looked after. 
A larger number of {leople will take a more intimate interest in their 
several localities, and a chance will be given to classes other than the 
monied middle class to impress their views and make their opinion felt. 
Not only, therefore, will the circle of interest widen, but people mote 
easily accessible to the voters will be returned in the local oommittees. 
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remember. Sir, the wholesale demolition of the households* of the 
poor by the Improvement Trust without adequate provision having bee» 
tnade for them ; do you feel. Sir, that these vast streets, those stately 
paboes are built upon the wretchedness and the homelessness of the 
people? Do you realise, Sir, that the hovels they live in now are far more 
crowded, far more insanitary, far more wretched than those demolished? 

I wiD not dwell on the miseries ol the poor people who were forced to find 
ihelter, who were driven from hu.^tee to hustee, ns the Trust foll(»wed in 
:heir wake. This could not have occurred so suddenly, so tragically, if 
:he poor could have represented their miseries to the gods on high. 

There is one other aspect of the Bill that cannot esca{>e i^ornment. 
The Hon'ble the Minister has dwelt on it when introducing the Bill with 
becoming solemnity and has commcMided it for our serious consideration. 

I refer to the setting apart of l»‘l seats for Muhammadans and the election 
>f these Muhammi^dans by a mixed electorate. 1 may state at the outset 
hat I am iii favour of communal representation, ami communal repre- 
lentation even in civic matters, although all communities muv lie 
Hjually interested in drainage, in road-iepairs, in lighting, or in niilk- 
lUfiply. hor otherwise, I <annot niiderstand the undue reprt'sentaf ion 
I Inch was given to the Kuropeaii element in Calcutta in allowing them 

0 return mem tiers from the Chamher of Commerce, the Trades Associa- 
ion and other Kuiopean bodies wbieb are seb'ct electorates and whose 
nten>st in drainage and milk-supply is not increas.‘d by their larger 
milth or stake in the country, with not only the juivilege, hut also the 
H»wer, to return a few members from the general electorate, not like us, 

1 few seats and a doubtful advantage of a general electorate with the 
uri»8t prospect of a defeat. We do not grudge the Kuropeans these 
ew seats, hut we would similarly claim a communal eIectoruti‘ for 
urselves. But theie is s<'ar(‘ely any need to differentiate civic 
nterests from jHilitical or religicms interests and the Hon’ble the Min- 
ster has set us a good example when introducing the Municipal Bill 
bat deals with civic interests in attacking the ^ery principle of commu- 
lal representation in all its aspects, including the political, and in read- 
ag us a homily on its unixitriotic and nation-disintegrating tendencioi 
ud it will scarcely now lie in his mouth to limit the sphere of bis 
ation-building remarks to the narroiv field of civic interest. But 
part from the attitude of the lion* hie the Minister, whom, let us 
rankly state, we cannot look up to for the safeguarding of Muhamma- 
ans interests, for have we so soon forgotten the indignation with which 
he Muhammadan community received the news that the Hon'ble the 
linister had thought it worth his while to reduce the number of Muham- 
ladans on the Coroporation of Calcutta from the paltry and insignificant 
^res of five to four? Apart then from Qke standpoint into which he 
light have been betrayed by his ardent oratory, we feel, as a matter of 
rinciple, that civic interests must eternally be infinenoed by politioa) 
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and religious interests. Shall we talk of service in the Corporation, a 
vordid but yet an important matter, the Muhammadans are woefully 
ignored for want of reliable Muhammadan commissioners, although 
there are Hindu commissioners, like Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur, 
who enjoyed the confidence of the Muhammadans? Does the Hon’ble 
the Minister know how few Muhammadans there are in the service of the 
Corporation and the hindiances in the way of a new appointee? Shall 
we talk of a share in the administration of the Corporation, where a 
Muhammadan has never yet had a chance? Shall we talk of a danger 
that there may he attempts made by unscrupulous persons to keep out 
Muhammadans who are likely to make their presence felt in the Cor- 
poration and appealing to religious differences in support? A word to 
the wise is siiffirierit and we an* not so dull that we cannot conceive of 
times when there is need foi the championing of exclusive Muhammadans 
sentiment. J^et us then consider the broad principle of communal repre- 
sentation as briefly as po.ssible. I shall not enter M»to its detail — the 
great veterans know its histor> and derive wisdom therefrom. Call it 
an nreident, rail it an innovation, call it a brain-wave, but do not call it 
a curse, do not say it is unsuited to the present political atmospheTe. I 
tread on dangerous groutid and may be niisunderstood. but can any one 
deny that the llindu-Mnslim unity, the signs of w’hicli we see ab round 
us, the very hirth of which is resplendent in glory, is still, to quote 
the words of that great political-philosopher of modern India, Mahat- 
ma Candhi, a sapling re(|uiiing delicate liamlhng? And to (pinte 
him further — 

It IN unfortunutely Htill true, that the communal or the wetarian spirit is 
prcdomiiuint Mutual ihstrust is Ktill there It is Ntill true that at elections con- 
siileratiou not of fitncNs but of relipion prevail 

Yet, as he says, we are honestly trying to achieve unity in spite 
of them— hut here we must go slowly, lest the sapling break for 
rough handling. Need 1 enter into consideration of the weak posi- 
tion of the Muhammadans w’hieh entitles them to special considera- 
tion, need 1 enter into the rea.son for the TiUrknow compact, which, 
tliough it may Ire considered by some to be a brilre to the Muhamma- 
dans, clearly demonstrates that they have an importance not coininen- 
SQrate with their voting rights. This election has shown the value 
of communal representation. Our Hindu brothers and we have entered 
by separate doors and can anyone who sees us here to-day deny that 
we are the fastCvSt of friends — without prejudice, without bigotry? 
But if we had to seek the favour of a mixed electorate, we can well 
imagine what sordid issues would not have been raised to apjreal to 
Ihe Hindu and the Muhammadan electors. The Hindu would natur- 
ally have tried to return a Muhammadan who thought with him and 
at a result we may even have renegades ready to flout Muhammadan 
•aniiiaent lor the advantage of capturing Hindu votea, wbidi muft 
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always be in the majority, at any rate in Calcutta. And during elec- 
tion time itself we would Imve these Muhammadau candidates appeal 
ing to pro-Hindu, pro-Muhnmraadan, anti-Hindu, anti-Muhammadan 
sentiments, raising the battle-cry of prejudice and bigotry, and once 
more rousing the hydra-headed serpent, about to be lulled to sleep. 
It would not ultimately matter who is returned, for both, if at all 
representative, if at all otherwise honest, would seek to co-operate 
with their Hindu brethien in the Corporation itsidf. but the tumult oi 
bigotry raised by the election will leave liehind it its permanent evil 
effects. And this atatement of mine is independent of the two tacts 
which I acknowledge that, owing to the superior resources of the 
Hindus, they may even bt‘ able t<^ influence even a purely •('ominunal 
election, but surely influence it in a much less degree thafi if they 
had the votes of their own co-religionists at their dis|xisal; and that 
they have not to h<*lp Muhammadans candidates at the Iasi 

communal election foi this t'ouncil and ac(Mirding to my surmise they 
will not hesitate even now'. And in any event, if separat*^ n^present- 
ntion is given so that tht; sentiment of a eommunity may find expres- 
sion, then suielv \ou nee<l su< h men us may he in sympathy with the 
interest that they represent and this can h<»Kt 1 m» itttained by leaving the 
choice to the int(‘rest itself. For why should we ndurii those wdui do 
not represent Muhanunadaii views at all. though they find glare with 
other coinmunitiesy Alas! to take an examjdo, have we not found 
many Hindus, (‘durated and of some influence, who are unable to appre- 
ciat(* the Muhaminadan point of view, ev(*n in matteis in which the 
Muhammadans are s<i dccjdv agitated, matters which tht*y con'.ider, 
rightly or wiongly, to he of gUMiter inninent to them than life itself, 
vi:., that forbidden tojiic, the KhilafatV 

And what we seek for ourselves, we shall give to the Hindus, if W'c 
are just and fair. Why should they not, to(», in Kastern Hetigal, have 
privileges, why should they not too, there, adequately represent the 
view’s of the minority? And I am sure that there is no one here from 
Eastern Bengal that will deny them that right and privilege, I w'ould, 
therefore, ask my Hindu brethren to siipisirt our view, and, if their support 
causi's surprise* in some quarters, that supplies to me the strongest argu- 
ment in favour of commupal representation, for surely in those minds, 
the Hindu and the Muhammadan interests are opjiosed to each other. 
We should ask our Hindu brethren to have patience with us, if in our 
attempt to secure recognition, we lay stress too oftev ujion our separate 
interests. The Muhammadans earnestly desire communal representa- 
tion not against conviction, not for party reasons which may be tbe 
motives that influence Mr. I). C. (those, for is be not the first to cast 
stones, but they feel it will be to their interest. Give it to them, 
allow them to thrive for a few more years* do not be afraid that their 
efforts will slacken, they have not done so, and seats are not cheaidy 
earned even amongst Muhammadans themselves, allow them to devidop 
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a coiiHciousnesB of tbeir own, and they, with their adaptability and 
vigour, their traditions and outlook,) which naturally make them good 
administrators, will attain in due course equality in knowledge, wealth 
and social position, and the need for separate treatments will disappear 
for ever. Let us then, Sir, work side by side without clash or conflict, 
nay more, lei us minimise the opportunities for conflict, till such time 
as the sapling of Hindu-Muslim unity grows into a strong tree, and not 
all the subterfuges in the name of Reforms and mutual reliance will be 
able to undermine it. 

Mft 8. M. BOSE: At the outset 1 desire to con^atulate the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge for the many excellent features in this Bill. 
The democratic element in the Coroporation has been greatly extended. 
The franchise has been conferred on a person paying Rs. 12 a year as 
tax, instead of Rs. 24 as at present. This change will mitigate the 
glaring inequality now existing between the minimum payment for 
franchise in Calcutta and that a mufassal municipality. For instance, 
in Cossipore-Chitpur, the payment of Rs. 3 entiles one to he a voter. 
Then, the number of elected meml)er8 as well as their proportion to the 
total number have been increased. Further the two-fold functions of 
the chairman have been abolished and a remarkable advance is that 
both the President— I will not use the grandiose term Mayor — as well 
ns the Executive Officer are to be elected. Useful provisions regard- 
ing food adulteration and milk-.siipply have found a ])lace in the Bill; 
it is to l>e hojM'd that these will enable the inhabitants of the citv to 
get jmit' food and good milk. 

Now let me turn to offer some criticism of this Bill. 

One most serious defect is that women have not bt*en given the fran- 
chise. The jirovisions of the Bengal Electoral Rules regarding the 
qualifications of a voter have been copied verbatim with the exception 
of the salutaiy provision that the sex bar can be removed by a resolu- 
tion. Why, 1 ask, this omission 1 feel sure that the sympathies of 
the Hon’blc the Minister in charge are with women in this matter and 
1 fail to understand by what reason nr logic women ratepayern have 
been excluded from the exercise of Ibis civic right. Women are 
interested in the problems of public health and sanitation, and it is but 
fair to allow them an opportunity of considering these matters. It is a 
remarkable fact that in the municipalities of Madras there is no sex 
disqualification and even orthcMlox women observing the purdah go to 
vote. In the United Provinces, the same thing holds. I submit that 
the case for the grant of franchise to women for the Corporation is 
stronger even than for the Council. In the latter case, it may be said 
that women owing to their seclusion are incapable of dealing with 
world politioe— the politics lof a vast place like Bengal. But in Cal- 
outta, the problem is much simpler— an every-day problem which 
affects each inhabitant personally, vis., how can we i^ve pure food, 
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better water-eupply and a cleaner city. We must interest women i|i 
ibeee questions and the best way to do so will be to allow them to vote. 
1 hope this matter will receive the attention of the select committee. 

Then I turn to the difficult question of Muhammadan representation. 

It is unnecessary for me to remind the niemlH*rs of their duty to 
consider the matter calmly from the sole |>oint of view of iiutiotuU 
welfare. The objections to a system of sepurnle represeiilution have 
so fully been set forth in the Joint Report that 1 need. only summarise 
them here. As Rai*l)r. ITaridhan Dutt Bahadur has said already divi- 
sion by creeds and classes means the creation of political camps, 
organised against each other and teaches men to think as jwriisans and 
not as citir^ens. They are encouraged to remain in a narrow groove and 
to think that they owe duty to their own commu!»ity only. The minor- 
ity then is undet no inducement to exert itself, to educate and qualify 
itself to be on level with the majority. Thus the system is a very serious 
hinderance to the development of nationhood. It is only wlieii all 
si'ctions of the Indian pe<t[)le act and move together that progress to- 
wards the realization of a common citizen.ship can he made. It is (dear 
that otherwise our goal of self-government cannot 1 h' attained. 

Further, the State cannot |>ennit any divided allegian<*e and so 
ought not to arrange its citizens in any way whi<h would encourage 
them to regard themsfdves primilarly as meml)<*rM of any smaller unit. 

We have recently seen the danger of allowing icligicm to assert a 
rival claim to the State, over a citizen’s allegiance. 

These objections to a system of separate electorat<‘ arc well nigh 
i n. s II iH» ruble. But it is said that this system was allowwl for Mulnim- 
inadans in the Joint Report. But is that any reason why it should l>e 
extended any further? The authors of the Joint Report, in spite of 
these valid objections, felt cornjK'lled to yield in view of the fact that 
separate electorates fr)r the ('ouncil had already been conc.e<led in 19(H). 
They, however, remarked tliat any general extension of the communal 
system would only encourage further demands and would, in their 
delilierate opinion, he fatal to that development of representation upon 
a notional basis on which alone a system of responsible government 
can be based. They desinnl that the niiiiiher of special electorates 
should l)e as restricted as possible, and that minority interests should 
lie repre.Hfuite^l, not by rlaas electorates but by nomination ; and where 
nomination proves unsuitable, they recommend reser%’ation of n certain 
number of seats in plural constituencies wuth a general electoral roll. 
This expression of opinion has l)een given effect to in this Bill. 

I ask, is there any reason why a system pf separate electorate sliould 
be extended to Calcutta? One might conceivably support this system 
for Council election, on the ground that laws affecting a class may be 
made in Council. But what are the problems of the Corporation f 
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Have they not to deal with questions of sanitation, drainage, water- 
supply, etc. P Wherein does Muhammadan interest differ from Hindu 
interest in these matters? 

It is refreshing to find Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray pleading 
eloquently the cause of a minority and asks us to give what is asked. 
Well, the other day, when the question of franchise for Anglo-Indian 
women was before us, where was the Kumar with this argument? I 
found him actively going about canvassing to oppose the claim of the 
Anglo-Indian minority, and now he trots forth this argument. 

As regards the suggestion of propoiliouate representation, it can 
be applied where there are at least three seats in a constituency and so 
I think the principle cannot he apjdied here. 

There is another serious objection to the adoption of this system. 
In that case, it will have to be extended to other municipalities and 
district Iniards and local boards, where its working will mean endless 
complications and where no body has asked for it. 

I will conclude by a special appeal to my Muhammadan brothers 
carefully to consider the matter. We, Hindus and Muhammadans, are 
the children of our motherland. We are united by ties of brotherhood. 
I/et us do every thing to make these ties stronger. Let us reniemlier 
that united we stand and divided we fall; that our enemies will rejoice 
if we fall out. Let us not play into their hands. I echo the ap|)eal of 
Sir Surendra Nath : let there he charity. For good and for evil we 
have been thrown together. May we, under tlie guidance of l*ro^idence 
march hand in hand towards our common goal. 

Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY : The introduction of the Hill to amend 
the Calcutta Municipal Act by the Hon’ble Sir Surendia Nath Hanerjea 
has l>een received by a large section of the public ns an epoch-making 
steps in the exfmnsioii of our civic rights. We look forward that all 
classes and communities will get a just and a large share in the forthcom- 
ing enlarged Council of our City Fathers. We welcome it and the Bill 
has my whole-hearted support. 

As a Muslim, the points which naturally interest me most are those 
dealing with the representation of my community. The Hon’ble Minis- 
ter in his speech has said — 

It must be admitted that the Muhammadan community is not represented on 
the Corporation as it should be. This is a state of things, which should be remedied 
on Uie principle of equal justice to all parties, which is the recogniseil policy of 
the OoTernroent. 

Tliefie words. Sir, are the fitting expression of the mind of a large-hearted 
statesman gifted with foresight, like our veteran leader, “ the Qrand Old 
Man of Bengal.*' Much of the apprehension, much of the misgivings 
which were upfiermost in the minds of many of the representatives of ike 
Muslim community on this Council, have Wn removed by this uiteranoe. 
Now, Sir, let me inform the House that the reason of this doubt and 
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apjM^hensioii in the minds of the Mussulmans was the manner in whichk 
the question of Muslim representation was dealt with at the conlerenc# 
convened by the Hon’ble Minister early in March this year. At this 
conference one of our Hindu compatriots proposed that the number of 
seats reseiir’ed for the Muhammadans should be limited to six, while 
others considered nine ought to be sufficient ; and after a gcxid deal of dis* 
cussion 11 was finally settled as the number which ought to satisfy Muslim 
nee<ls and Muslim aims and aspirations. This was the finding of 
that representative j^athering, largely dominated hy Hindus! Our 
demands, and the unanimous request of the three Muslim representatives, 
were turned down by the votes of the majority. Sir, out of eyil tMiineth 
go(Ml.” The result of tliis conference has brought home to the Muslim 
memliers, the great imjKirtance of having a large numhei* of Muslim 
repre.^entatives, to safeguard Muslim interests on public bodic*'* w lu*re 
vote.s decide their /ate one way or the other. The Ibui’hle Sir Surendia 
Nath Hanerjea has increased the number fiom U to l.’l in spite of. and 
against the decision In a majority of the conference. The Muslim 
community is grateful to the llon^ble Mini.sfer for his sym|>Hthetie 
attitude, but they feel that this unlu(‘ky number should not only 1)0 
altereil, but a huge and more suitable number should lx* allotted to them, 
which will he adeijuute from the |M)int of view^ of the uniMirtuin'o and 
numerical strength of the Mu.'ilim eommunity. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: Will an even iiuml)er satisfy 

you ? 

Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY: Yes. perhaps 20. They look for- 
w'ai‘d that the memWrs of this House repre.senting as they do KuroiMums 
and Indians, offiiuahs and non-officials of the whole province of Hengal 
will give the (luestion of Muslim representation on the C^ilcutta ('urpora- 
tion the just and fair consi<lerutiun that it deserxes, and take a broader 
and wider view than that taken by the memle*r.M of that (xmference of 
March, 1021. 

I understand that the 10 seats have been allotted on the basis of the 
voting strength, the rating strength and the numerical strength of 
the Muhammadans in profKirtion to the entire population. Now, let 
us examine this proportion. We find that out of the total of 80 there 
are 8 seats reserved for meml>ers to l>e nominated hy (Government, and 
72 to be returned by election from amongst the ilifferent interests, 
Indian and Euroi)ean ; and if out of this onlv m^uts are rt*iM*r\'ed for 
Muslims representatives, the proportion is less than one-fifth of (he total 
number of elected seats. Is this in profjortion to the rating, voting 
and the numerical strength of the Muslims? Obviously it is not; and 
certainly not^ in proportion to their ini|ioftance 1 We find that thii 
European community are getting 12 seats reserved for them, and the 
Muslima are getting 13. Does the same triple formula apply equally 
to both of them ? Is the numerical strength of the Europeans or ^heir 
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iToting strength nearly the same as those of the Muslims or hittt the 
same relation as 12 does to 13 ? We know it is not. " 

k ' " 

Therefore, Sir, the best standard, the best principle to M l^ded 
by, is the influence and the political importance of a commimlfy an^ 
not their numerical strength alone. It is the conrideration on this 
basis that gives the Europeans a good and a fair representation ; though, 
numerically, they are in a minority, their influence and political impor- 
tance is great. And the same principle shoiild apply to the Muhamma- 
dans. 

Now to return to the question of 13 seats. On a closer examination 
one finds that this triple formula referred to a few moments before has 
lieen applied only with reference to the 55 seats open for general election, 
and not the total number of elected seats, w^hich is 72. The application 
of the same principle that allots 13 seats to Muslims out of 55 seats, 
gives them 18 out of 72. Obviously, therefore, the ptesent number must 
l>e altered and increased. 

A further reason to enlarge Muslim representation is the fact that their 
voting, rating and numerical strength, sufficient as they have l)een shown 
to get 18 seats out of 72, will be considerably augmented under the 
provisions of the law under consideration: Firstly, by inclusion of the 
practically Muslim areas of Tollygung(‘ Municipality and if the sugges- 
tions and recommendations of my friend, Mr. 1). C. Ghose. are accepted, 
Garden Iteach and Maniktaln will also he included which also have a 
large predominating i>opulation of Muslims. Secondly, by the reduc- 
tion of the money qualification of the voters: the franchise which is now 
Rs. 24 a year as rates and taxes is reduced to Rs. 12 in the projxised 
Act. This will operate almost, entirely, only in favour of the com- 
paratively jKiorer Muslim mte-|iayers, who are at present excluded 
from the franchise. 

Further, we find, that the number of plural ^ote8 have been reduced 
from 11 to 1 in every ward in which the voter has property (}ualifying for 
the vote. This also will work in favour of the Muhammadans. 

Lastly, we find that the birth-rate, between 1911 the la.st census and 
1921 the present census, has increased among Muslims. This will give 
them a greater numerical strength than the 1911 figures on which our 
present calculations have been made. Sir, I hope the House will agree 
that the voting strength under the provisions of the Act in contempla- 
tion will be increased in favour of the Muhammadans. It is also clear 
that the numerical strength and rating strength will also considerably 
augmented and as regards their political importance I trust the fact is 
agreed uixrn and recognised by all beyond argument. Therefore, from 
every point of view, the number of Muslim seats on the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion as at present allotted is inadequate and should be increased. 

Now, Sir, a few words on the question of communal re pr es e ntation. 
It is a form of representation, which has been given to Musliins tm 
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different public bcxlics after a >rreat deal of fifflitiiijf and trouble on the 
j>ari of their leadf*rs. The Hoii’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawt»!> All 
('haadimri, Khan Bahadur, ban taken a jrmit interest in iluxi and is. 
I will not wronjf in 'iavinjj. our authoiit> on tlie subject. Ht' has 
%eii in the thick of the fi^ht in the I*rt>\incial and InnHMial ive 

rCouncilsoij tin* subject. It satisfied their ivspiiat ion> a nd then demands, 
and it will 1 h' very ilifHtult for them to jiart with tins hard-earned pii/.e. 
AVe fiiul that in the ele(*tion (»f the Kuro|»t‘an element on (lie ('or{HU'ation 
cla.s'i n*prestMitation is allowed which is very neaily a coiiiniiinal repie- 
sentation. Thendore*. what has Ihhmi done tt> satejjnard the interests of 
one coniiiiunity — the Kiiro|HMins — may also U' <daniied by the other com- 
munity the Muhammadans. 

Hut in |K)litics precedtMit lias a sliding scale ladon* tlie hi|.f^'‘ei’ issm‘s 
invohed. foi inslame, the question t>f “ nalion-hiiildiii^*' ” I am wdlin^ 
to ^e^ls<* and toi'^^To in\ ( lainis tor ( ommunal iepi(‘si*Titat ion. To my 
mind, so far as the* Calcutta Corjs»ration is «-on('i‘i ncil . it is more inijsu- 
taitt to ha\t‘ a larpM’ and an adispiate niimhcr ot representatives It 
does m*! mattei so inucli \v*tie(hei these iepr(‘sentat iv es aii* ele< led h\ 
a puielv Muslim oi bv a mixe<] eoiist it uenev of Hindus and Muliamnia- 
d.ins Ib’oposals wbi< b may int< rtere nitb tlie ^’■rovvth of Indian 
Nalionliood cannot have m\ hcdc-bcartcd suppoit Let tluMc be mutual 
tiust and rccifirocal fiicndsbip b«*tu«M‘n Hindus jind .Musliuis There 
should be no atuimonious dis( ussioiis ami paH^ inditns in small niattejs 
like tills I look to fuif mole a<lvance<l. mo»c educateil ami nion* 
opulciit Hindu bietbren tcj ^rivc us tlie lead and mo'oiitap* ^•'ood-will 
.im] fncndsbip Lcl the select (ommittec. winch will sit on tins Hill, 
with the ijii<*stio!i ot .Muslim iepT«‘siMitat ion more Iilanallv and 
more justlv than wliat was <lone at tlial eonlc*rence in Mai'ch this v«’ar 
1 < an assuie von. Sn. the Musinn will not be found wanlni^’’ I 
stnuit^lv advocate that the Himlus and Muliaiiimudans should li\<‘ and 
tlnive side b\ side as fi lends, as nei^^blxuirs. as liiotheis und as bappv 
tclluw -« it izefis of the saim* Kmpne. Hut let tlieie be a spirit of (.rive- 
aml-take ami of loleiafmn and f i lendslnp fi om lu>t}i coiinnun it les Then 
theie will b<' no difficiiltv in .Nfuslnns pai I if ipat inj^ with tin* Himlus in 
Voting' for Hindu seats, atid Hindus ffir MuhammafbiTi i amlidales A 
member (dected b\ a mixed cfiiistituem v ami f‘onimandint^^ the Tf*sj>ef t and 
eonfifleiiee of lK»tb, occupM's a mm h la*tter |M»silion than one wlm is lookecl 
ujsm with distrust by one or tin* fit her 

In matters wh<*rc (|Uf*s|ions are fbu ifhul b\ votes, I have alreailv sub- 
mittefl that if is of tlie Injrhest im|K>ifanc<‘ that thf* Muhamnnolaiis shtiuld 
have as lai^<» a nuiiilM'r of their m<*ii on a refirewnifative Ixidy as iMissihle; 
we Want to enter the Ilf)us<‘, it <h>es mit matter thrf»U|,fh which of tin* 
many dfnirs which lead to it we enter the Houtie. 

(\>mmuiiul interest must be safejruarded, f'ommutia) representation 
must be lar^re and nde(|uate; thin is the most important matter, th« 
crux of the whole question. I have my duty to my coriMtituency. If it 
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is found that the select committee does not consider the question of 
ade(|iiate Muhammadan representation in a manner expected, I shall 
ha\e to oppose the Bill as it would be desired by my constituents. 

If a fair and square share of seats are given to Muhammadans I am 
certain, I shall get an im reasingly larger number of members to take my 
view of the question, and be satisfied with an adec^uate representation, and 
safeguarding of fommurial interest by larger representation and not fight 
for a purely communal franchise for election. 

At this stage the (buncil adjourned for 15 minutes. 

After the adjournment. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: I have only had 
n glance at the ('alcuttii Municipal Bill as produced by our veteran 
Minister of the nation-building department, and although I was more 
than phnised to breathe an air of democracy right throiigli, but I must 
say I was disaiqwjintcd in one re.s{X‘ct, viz., that he had entirely for- 
gotten the inteiest of th(‘ working classes which con^tltute a \er\ large 
jMirtion of the voters of ('alcutta. I am not so obstinate as to demand 
a Municijwil (\)uncillor, foi i(‘j>resentation of the woiking classes yet 1 
must observ(‘ that he has o>erlooked the housing of this imiKuUnt 
class which contributes not cmly a large share of the rates but also 
constitutes the industrial backbone of the great city. 1 have noticed 
that he has (h'\ot(‘(l a special chapter t(» the improN(Mm*nt of the Im.'itrrs 
without taking into consideration that the stringency imposed on the 
('alcutta landlords will e\entually affect tlie lents payable by the work- 
man tenant ot the cit\ . Sii Surendra Nath ha'' visited all the big 
cities of Kngland. Has he not noticed that the CorjMirations of Liver- 
po(d. Manchester, and other industrial cities provide municipal dwelling 
houses and model settlements for the working classes there? In 
short, what I want to see is that amjdi* jHiuer ih giv(*n to the (’orix)ra- 
tion to acqiiiie lands and and buibl munn ijial tenements for the 

labouring classes What 1 want to see is ample comjndsory jirovisions 
made foi the housing of tliis im|xirtant class without which the pros- 
IHM'ity of the city could never have Ihumi a realitv. It is all very fine 
to say that ampb* powei s exist to comptd landloids t(> improve hu.stvvs, 
but does Sir Surendra Nath realise that landlords are not philanthro- 
pists and if they do an> improvement the\ will have to exai t heavier 
and more crushing rents from the working class tenants? My argu- 
ment then'fore boils down ti> this that the rorixiration shall and 
may acquire lands for hoii.sing the working classes. The Improvement 
Tnist made an honest attempt to tackle this ]>roblem and actually built 
tenements which proved a failure for various reasons. The r<)r|X)ni- 
tion, in my opinion, must t provide municifwl dwelling houses for the 
workers of the city and charge rents not based on the actual capital 
outlay but on the ability of the tenants to pay such rents. Coming to 
the question of communal representation, I find Sir Surendra Nath’s 
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arguments are not at all (onvincing. It perfeoUy true that thia Bijl 
l>rovides more representatives of the Muslims in our local Council, but 
that rlws not go fur enough to safeguard the spt'cinl net'ds of a com- 
munit\ whose claims for s|H'cial electorates have Ihhmi recognised hy the 
Parliament, by the IVess. and the puhhc <»pinion of the country. Sir, 
as long as India asjiires for true nationalism there must ht* ('onnliation 
of the interests of the jieojdc of all creeds and religions. 1 have talked 
the matter over with a numlH*r of Muslim friends who demand in one 
voo e tliat there must he siH‘cial electorates so that the (vix* of represen- 
tatives Ihey want is* returned and that I call this true democracy, the 
s<‘lf-dctermination of the citizens of (\ilcutta. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: The (’alcutta Municijval Pill provides for 
lo scats rcscrvivl and an\ numher up to the remaining 42 seats 
thnmgli the gitfoMal or mixed electorate for Muhammadans if they 
< ould (‘apt urc t heirt. h'rom d to Id is itsidf a long jump. }>ut there 
tlu‘ Ifoii’hlc the Ministci ha** not stopped for. accorditig to him, “tlie 
Muhainmadati conimunitv ••hoiild he repres4‘utcd in u matiiuM comtui'U- 
•*urat<* with its influeticc* and it.** im|)oitance ” and hence* the* luoviso 
that M nliamniadan.s could come ui tlirough the* gciu’ial e'lcctorate* also. 
We offer liim out li«*aitf(d( thanks for tin* provisions maih* for us. It 
is hut lUst and fair that the minorities should haM* sufh an inHiU'nee 
in evejv corpoiate hod\ as to tive]\ ch<‘( k anv pro|M*nsit\ toN^ards 
\.igarv and oppression tliat the* majoritv mav |>ossr‘ss The pmicijde 
that tlu‘ voMe (»f the minoiitx, should he made* effective* so as to exedude 
the* po-sihilitA of the maionf\ riding rough-shod e)Vi*r the*ir individual 
and (■oIle‘( live nglits and lihe‘rtics is, as it should he*, the* guiding prin- 
cijile* of the State also, and this Hill j»rovide*s for it. though not in the 
wav that will Is'st bring it about, at the* pre*s(‘nl time d’lu* rejere-senta- 
tives of tlie* (liffere*nt bodies feer A\hom pieivisions have* Is'cn made* hv ihe 
Tlon'hle the Miiii>te*r will he able* to exercise* a restraining influence 
on tlie majoritv and the zeal (»f anv member oi members to force* the* 
^ iews of tlie majoritx eui the minority will ge*!ierall\ n*muiii h<*low zeTo 
de*giee* The Howrah M utiie ipalit v had an exhibition r>f this ze*al and 
so had the* ('ah ntta ( \ir|>orat ion and so had this (‘ouncil also T helie've 
in compiomise and goodwill, hut what T and m\ rore*ligionists will 
willingl\ concede to goodwill, we* mIuiII neve? to tlie tyrannv eif tlie 
majority, no matter wliat the conse*ejueTiee*s might Ik* 

Sfi far as the e-lectiem e»f Muhammaelans to the* eVtra se*ats threuigh 
tlip general eleetorate* is ceincerned, while* T few ewie put niv entire 
faith in the* goeMlwill and good inte'ntions of the* Heen’hle tlie Minister, 
yet I must 1 m* fmnk and say that the jimus hojM* of the* Hern’ hie* the 
Minister that Muliammadaris will 1m* retiirii<jd through the general elec- 
torate will always Im* rememVM*red with gratitude ft>r its piety alone? but 
never for its praetieability. The whede hieUirv of election in Calcutta 
and in the mufassal clearly ehows that the Muhammadans have aa yet 
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1^0 cbance in the ^feneral elettorate and ao I shall humbly ask thf 
llon’fdc* the Minister not to disown the arranf^’ements in the Conpiress to 
wliich he himself was a party so far as the question of representation 
of the minority is concerned, If the Government thinks, w'hich it 
oM^fht to, of j^ivin^f Muhammadans more than 13 seats, let it not pivt 
by the one liarid and take away by the other. 

I humbly hojK^ that I shall not be misunderstood wlien I discus? 
representation tlirou^h a sefnirate electorate. The Muhammadans as i\ 
community have all along l>een clamouring for sejmrate electorates not 
<mly in resjiect of the Legislative (’oiincil but in ‘respect of all local 
self-goveiping bodies. This is practically sixuiking the consensus of 
Muliaininadaii opinion on the .subject. Out of regard for this strong 
MiihainTiiadaii sentiment, Government has been please<l to adoj>t the 
piinciple of sejiaiate electorate* in res|)ect of the Imjierial and Provin- 
cial Councils. It is now tinn* that Government should extend the 
system to all local bodies al.so. I{(‘centl\ , in re]>ly to the address of a 
Muhammadan d(*putation in the* Punjab, the Viceroy was pleased to 
deidare* tlial it was not the* intention of Government to depart fiom this 
|M)lic\ It IS th(*refore not understood wh\ a Ministci of (hi> Go\ern- 
nient should projHise a isdicv \\hich runs counter !<» the* declared jHilicN 
of the Goveinuient of India and the Secn*tary of Stale and wfiidi is 
diaiiu'tricall V (qiposite* to the M(*ws (d’ the Muhammadan community. 
In iHilitical inatl(*rs, in a country like India, it should b<* tin* |)olic\ of 
Government . not to foist the opinion of one community uikui another 
communit\ if the bitt(*r is against it (to\<‘rnm«‘nt should pa\ pro|M*r 
attention to tlie vu‘Ws and \nshe> of all communitie** and frame then 
measures acconlnigl> It is baldly nec(‘Ssai\ for un* to ])oint out 
that, if tin* |m)1ic\ dntat«‘<l b\ Sii Surendra Nath is accepted b\ Gov- 
einment, it will gi\e ii.se to wnb*spr4‘ad dise<mt(‘nt among the Muham- 
madans and tln*\ will !ais«* their \oi{*e t<i < ondrmn it Will it bi* wis«> 
on the part of Govemiin'iit t(» bring about such a stati* of things V 1 
beg b) ask my TTindu friends in the (’ouncil to consi<b‘i if they will be 
serving the iH'st intt*rt‘sts of the country when they foice the Muham- 
madans to accept mixeil elei torates in the ralcutta C’luiHiration and the 
other local self-go^ erning bodies. Sn Edward Paker might ha\e hebl 
a view suitable to his time, but shoubl Sii Surt‘ndra Nath and his Gov- 
eminent hold this view .so unsuitiul to the time and {xiles .aiwirt from 
the view of the entire Muhammadan (‘ommunity? It may In* said that 
a few Muhammadali memlK'is hobl a different view. But. Sir, one 
swallow dot»s not make a .summer, and should the view of a few indivi- 
duiils. who do not care to know the minds of their less favoured brethren 
in Calcutta and the mufassal. jxkss for the view of the Mussulmans of 
Bengal P , 

The main argument on the strength of whnh mixed ele<torate is 
advocated is that it will create unity l>etween the Hindus and the Muham* 
inadaus. To a superficial observer tliia may appear to be so, bOt stem 
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fact» belie it. This system was iu vopue for many clerades auil wh«t wiiei 
the result. The MiUiamnuulans were nowhere. The reason are luit far 
to seek. Tlio'ie of the pleuder'^. Uk'uI Kaiitindars and iiuoiey-leiiders woub! 
exercise much power and influence in the land hein^ Hindus, they couM 
manipulate the canvassing in su< h a way as to easily suceed in |K»rsuading 
or intimidating the Muhammadan \oters to vote tor Hindus with the 
conseiiuence that all the local bodies would become suam[ied by Himlu 
members, (^an you belie\e for a moment that the Muliummadans could 
lie enamoured tif a syst«‘m uiulei whit h they \'ere deprived of their legiii- 
mate number of seats in the lot al bodies and then interests jeopai dise<i ^ 
(ettaiiily not; such a system naiMiall\ embitleied the fetdiugs of tin* 
Muhammadans against the Hindus and unity un<h*i the cii cuinstam es 
was out of tlie (juestion. Hut now. the Muhammadans have agreeil (f> 
biiiy the past and th(*y have foigotlen the <hsabilities undei winch the\ 
had to woi k so lot^^, and now f}H‘\ iia\e agre«*<l to lun side i>\ side with 
ttui .id\an<ed (ounli\men s<» loieailitlo* goal of r/oro/ w it inn J he 
hiioilesl possij)le time, 'I lie M uiiammailans inemiiers. ( hosen tinou^h 
sepal ate electoiate. ate wiirking smootlil\ and iiat inon lously wilii tiien 
« ounti \ men in the land and striving for tin* same iuippy end ( 'ould an\ 
<d my Hindu fiiends in tlie Council say tiial tlie M uliammadinis (’oum il- 
Ims as a winde in tlie Ueformed ('ouncil iiaxe Itei'ii found wanting iti )o\e 
and loyalty towanls tlieii mot hei land !" d’lie Hon ’bleSii Suiemha Nalli 
thinks (iiat only mixed (dectorate coub! make foi nalionho<a! Hui 
s(‘p:nate <dr< toiate lias mad<* for na t ion-iioo<i and 1 shall iesp4atfu}lv 
iieg Inm to consi(h*r if it lias not AVi* have succeeded iien* and w l» \ 
should lie think tliat wi* shall fail in tlie bM-al self-governing laMlies and 
w}i\ siiould the Hon’iile Ministei siniddei at tlie tlionght of extending 
sepal ate eleitoratt* in lo( al self-go\ ei nilig iiodies io'te ami in tin* mufassal 
Let all free men fr(*(*ly g’ive tlieir vote.s ansi not lw» made to sell if foi 
mone\ , intimi<lat ion or fear. It is tliei 4 > tiiat separaf<' jdectiuafe is most 
essential and must be conceded. 

1 ask mv Hindu frieiid.s here in the (’<Mincil to fake eognisama* »»f 
ft fact. Iti East Bengal the Hindus are in a small nnnoiits Wouhl 
tliey not like to see the interest of sm ii minorities p]o|MM ly Hafeg'uard«‘d 
to avoid every chance of a conflict lM*tw«*en tin* ilifferent (*ommii- 
nities*'' In Serajganj all Muhammaflaiis we?e el**ct<'d to the municitial- 
ity and not a single Hindu. At .Tamalpui. out of HI. all. At Tuiigail, 
out of 10. Ik) tln‘y acaept such a rondition f>ie vailing in East 
Bengal!" In di.striet and lo< al iKianIs in East Heng*al thr* Hindus an* 
pushe<l to tlu* wall. But should they Is* allowefi to Is* |»ushe<i to the 
wall^' No. The\ should have the fKiw’er bv their niimlMT to efFeetlv4*lv 
stop anv vagary and ward off the tyranny <»f the majoritv. We should 
l)e prepared to give in such cases siiffiei«nt strength to the Ifindii 
meinlvers to l)e a resjieclahle bo<ly in the administnition <juite cafxible 
of prt)tecting themsfdves. If you give such Hindus a mixed electorate, 
they will ceitainly resent as you open the chance of putting uj» to 



442 


r;AI/'I'TTA MUNiril'/L BILL. 


[2f)TH Nov, 


]wwer such of them who have much less in common with their brethren 
and who would like to please the i)arty in power to the detriment of 
even his own commuiiitv’s interest. The Hon’ble Sir Surendra Natli 
may not have such fear, but those of my Hindu brethren who live in 
East Bengal and some in West Bengal also should have such fear; and 
the Hindus of West Bengal are in duty bound to be just to them. 

I invite your attention to another fact also, and through you the 
attention of my hon’lde colleagues. The IJoirble Sir Surendra Nath 
has agreed to sejmrate communal rejjresentation. Tins may sound a 
ptiradox on the face of old rulings and not the new ones he has quoted 
and thi‘ vehement protest he has entered into. But ro/c his sjieesdi 
when introducing the Bill and mark his words — 

I now conif to the qin*Ktion of European represenlalion itere we f(»llow the 
system which has Ixs'ti in vojiue since the Act ol JH76 The CliamfM i ot (V)tntner(e. 
the Association and the Port CommisHioners. whicli are mainly Kuroiiean 

eoriMtil ueiicieH, will continue us before to return members to the Corporulion It 
will further he opi-n to the Kenerul elecpirate in any ward csjH-f iall,\ in tin* Knio- 
|M*an wards, to elect Euro|M‘an members for the Corporation It ina\ perhaps. 
nrited that tins amounts to a .special treatment of the Euro)K'un ( oinniuiiity But 
the Muhatnniudan community are ireaUsl in the same way. and .seats are reserved 
till them to secure an ude(|iiate representation. 

Wc an* glad at the good hick ot our Kui'o{M‘an bitdhrtui and we should 
not be Morr\ if they are given more. Hut 1 hiiinhly submit 

to Sir Surendra Nath that he has i,dusiMl to give the uhamniiuhins 

wlial he has gi\en to th<‘ EuKqx'an community. They an‘ to he returned 
by their own eommunity through mainly KiiroiK‘aii lonstiluencie.s, hut 
ill the case of Muhaminailatis the\ should come through a mi.\ed elec- 
torate. Let not the (io\eniinent play hide-and-sc(‘k with tlieir leason- 
ingN. If self-government means (to\ernment by the |Hviple theinsidves. 
let the jH'ojde decide v\ hat soi t of t to\ ernmeiit they w.iiit. d'he Muham- 
iinulans ha\e decided and let the (iovernment h(‘ frank enough to 
aciaqit separate eommunal repre.sentat ion But I take leave to assure 
my friends that it will not he long, when we Iuiac attained a footing 

of eipiality, when we have emerged from our i>resent inferior position 

W'hen all elmnctLs of iMUiifr dominated oNer are gone. 

^J’lie world will say with our worthy and Hoii'hle frituid and leailer 
the llon’hle Sii Surendra Nath: “ What a marvellous progress the 
Muliammadans have made in Bengal and elsewhere. They have 
advanced by leaps and boumis. ui culture, in enlighteiinnuit and in all 
that innkes for progress,” and, wp. Muhammadans, will say in our 
turn to our brethren in tlie land, “ We have l«‘en and are a united 
Indian nation ami let the one seeming sei>aration which was so galling 
to a vigilant ami soln itous love cease for ever.” 

Babu AMULYA DH0N2 ADDY; I thank the (fovernment and 
es]jecially the llon'ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea, the orator of 
Bengal, or rather one of the Wst orator.s of the British Empire, and the 
leader of the pt'ople of Bengal, for having accepted practically all the 
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BVLggestious of the Calcutta OoriKiratioii in the matter of the conMiti^ 
tion of the proposed Corporation. Cnder the provisions of the Bill, the 
number of nieml)er8 of the Cor|H)ration has l>een increased from bi) to 
80: the number of elected commissioners has l>een incroiised from 2b 
to 55, while the number nominaled t ommi.Hsioiiers has Ik^cu r<»duced 
from 15 to 8. There is a furtlier conce.ssion to the jH't^ple of Calrutta, 
namely, that the (^orj)oration will W the supreme atithority as regards 
the civic aflFairs of (\ilcutta, and the ('hairimin will be apjH)inted by the 
CoriK)rntion itself. Tlus is one of the su^j>ri*stions made not tnily b> 
the f’oriHjration but also by all the publir bodies of the city, namely, 
the British Indian As.sociation, the Indian As.so<'iation, tht‘ Benjral 
National Chamber of ('ommerce and seveial (►ther public bodi(‘s. There- 
t(»ie. we are ^rat(‘ful to (iovernmeiit foi having accepted the above 
su^'-^»‘estion of the Corfsiration as \Nell as otlnu publo' bodies of (bilcutta. 
1 am also ^^rateful^to (jovernnient foi having allotte<l a certain number 
of s«*ats to the Bengal ('hamlwi (d ('oinmeri’e, the Tra<les Association 
and the Cab utta Port liust t<» leprescnt commerce an<l trade in the 
CoijHiration. I admit tha! this is om* of the s|H*cial int<»r(‘stM whndi 
^hould he watched es|s*('ial!y on the ^riomol that it is trade and eotn- 
nierc«‘ whi< h have made ('ah utta a'^ it is But I am reull> siurv to find 
that the interests of Indian commerce have been overlooked and the 
claims of Indian meridiaiits and traders of Calcutta have Iwen i^noretl. 
The Benpil I'sational Chamber of ( 'ornnierce has Ihmmi re<'o^»-nis(Ml bv 
( iovernrnent . as will la* evident from the fact that under the (ioveiri- 
rnerit of India Act two seats ha%e been allotted to this hod\ in this 
Council ami <uie seat in tin* Indian Lef!:islati\ e AsM*riihly. Not only 
under the Caliutla Port Act has a seat Immui allot( 4 ‘d to this Chainher 
but also under the Calcutta 1 mproveiiieiil Act one st-al has Imumi 
allotted to them. I therefore fail to understand wh\ no seat should lx* 
allotted to the Ben^^al National ('hanihei of ('onirmTce at ail in the 
CorjKirat ion . It mav not he out of plae<‘ to m<*ntiori here that the 
Bengal National f^harnher of (’onim«*rce and the iilaiwari Association 
have Imm'Ii reeojjjriist’d hy flovernno'nt , as will af»|H*ar from the (i<»verri- 
merit renolution published in the \t*ar PBd. I hey are jmblir laxlies 
ieprest»ntin^ inijxirtant intiTests in Calcutta and mi^hi reasonably lx* 
exjxM ted to send representatives to the Cor|x>ra1ion. In the Bill of Ibl t, 
we find that two seats were allotted to the Marwari ,\ssoriation and 
one seat to the Ben^jal National Chamber of ( 'oninnu le. 1 am realiv 
iiorry to find that these have not lM*en emlMulied in thd presenl Bill. As 
rejranls the Marwnris. I may l>e jx*rmitted to «ay that the inland 1ia<le 
ft{ ('alcutta and even a certain pnifxirtrori of the sea-lxirne trade or' 
rather <’ommerce is practically in their liands. They have also very 
fereut landed interests in the city for whii h.the (fovernment of Ben^fal 
could not but propose in 1918 that the Marwan Association shmild 
have two seatu in the Calrutta Corjxiration. And them- are the reasona 
which hd the (’or[M>ration to sufrReai that four WMits lx» nlbdted t<i the 



444 CAU'IITTA MUNlflP^L "BILL. [29th Nov. 

Marwaris in the «Oori)oration. It is regrettable that their claims should 
have been ignored in the Bill under consideration. 

Ihere is another body whose claims also appear to have been 
ignrjred— I mean the Calcutta University, or rather the graduates of 
Calcutta, it apiM‘arh troin the said resolution of the (lovernment of 
liengal pu))lished in that it was proj)osed that the Calcutta Tniver- 

sity should send oik* lepreseiitative to the Corj)oration, and that was 
the reason why in tlie Hill of lIMT one seat was allotted to the Calcutta 
Univeisity, and the S]K*cial Committee of the (\)rjH>ration also sug- 
gested that this seat might be allotted not to the Calcutta University 
luit to tie* giaduat«*s of Calcutta. However, it is desirable, as in the 
caH(* of this Council, that the ('alcutta ( Diversity or the graduates of 
Calcutta slioidd have a special seat in tin* Coifioiat ion. 

Next I coine to lie* nio-'t dele ale (jueslion of (otiiniiinal lepresenta- 
tion It H(‘(‘nis that (»ui t‘steeined fiieiid, tlie Ilon’Iile Ministei in charge 
of Local Sel f-( iovei ninent , is too libel al to our Muhamnuelan bn‘thren. 
1 dclibeiatel) sa\ that (loveinment is too [iberal to tins coniniunity, 
becaiisi* it ap]M*ais fioin tie* (iov<*rnment r(‘solution published in Iffl'f 
Mid flu* statistics I'elating to tlie pio}K)iti()n of the \anoUs coniiini- 
nifies that, although the Muhammadans form )m ‘1 cent of tin* total 
IMipiilatioti , the numbei (d Muhammadan voteis is ver\ small and the 
jU'ojKirt ion of ^tllhammadan xoteis to the total voting strength is not 
more than ft pei ci'iit. 'Phe two suggestions foi Muhammadan 
representation aie <*ithei that then* should lx* communal !epn‘sentation 
01 that th(‘\ slumhl seriiie repr(*sentat ion through the geiM'ial constitu- 
enc\ . Cnder tlu* forim*! sugg-(»stion the Muhammad;u» (ommunit\ 
would s(*nd six oi s4*\en lepresentativi’s, fait if it was considi‘red inade- 
(juate it was projiosed that the\ should lie allowed to s(*4 ure such 
additional representation U" it could at the end of the general eleidion 
Therefoie, under the Hill of IfMT. it was proposevl that nine seats sliould 
b«‘ allotted to tin* Muhammadan community and th(‘y should not Ik* 
allowi'd to hav«‘ any repn*s(*ntat ive on the (Corporation thiough tlie 
g(*neral constituency. The Spenal Commit tin* of the CorjMuation, tak- 
ing into (onsideration tlie s|M'<'ial claims of tlu* (community. suggestt‘d 
that 11 seats should f»e allotted to tliem. In the Hill under ills- 
('Ussion. howexer, we find that Id seats have been allotted to them, and 
not only that, they would also lx* allowed to have representation on the 
('’oi jxoration through the geneial (onstituencx as a whide. Therefon*. 
it ap|HM»is that considering the voting strength of the Muhammadans 
of Calcutta, tlu* lloiCble Minister, as I have alrtnidy said, appears to l»e 
too liberal to them. In my opinion the lH»st candidates, irresjx'ctive of 
race or creed, whether Hindus, Muhammadans or (Christians, Indians 
or Kuro|ieans, should lie eh'cted. It may b<* said that in this very 
(\)uncil, about 4t) ]M*r cent, of the memlxers are Muhammadans, but this, 
I .say, is in aceordance with the Agreement made by the Indian National 
Congi'ess with the Indian Mtxslem I^eague. It may he said that 
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there were certain other ivatioiLs, a.s for insiantv, the wK-ial and religion# 
custoniN whi(‘h were* taken into consideration for the apportion- 
ment of seats in this t'onncil. It is not the inurnage or otlier social 
laws but iiiiproveinent ot ioa<k and drainage. ojxMiing out of now 
I'oads and so forth whi( h jue 4lt*alt with bv the (\u fH>rat ion. These are 
tjuestions in which all the (*itiK<‘ns of ( ab utta are tspiallv intiuvsteil, 
be they Eur4)|)eans oi Indians, Ilniilus, Muhammadans oi Christians. 
I need not state the siK'cial reasons a.s to why there shoiihl not Ik» 
si>ecial representation on the juirt 4»f the Mnhammmlans. I would only 
draw attention to the re|H»it of the authoi s of the Ueforms Sclieim* where 
the following i>assag4* (xcurs : — 

Division by (iismIs and t lassos invaiis the ervution ot |N>litnal catnus or;:i 4 nnkMt 
a>I»insi each otlior, and teat livs inon to think as partiNans ami not as oinwns 

iiie rejMirt further goes on to say — 

\Sv rt'^ard Hn\ sj-.sU'iii ot toininiinal «do<iorut4's. th<*nd«»iv. as a wiy soriouM 
tiindianco to the dovelopment ot tin- svlf-nownunj' prim ipli> Ttiv tnds t)t any 
vxtvnsion of thv systom aro plum 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: Is the immlHM in 
oidt‘i in reading a s|*<‘e( h whoh has alnuidy Immmi thrice* (pioted ’•' 

Th« DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: I think he is m older. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: We must vote foi the best <un- 
ilidate uluM'ver lie may be. 

I think (io\eininent lia\f a« ted mu \ wisely in not haxing included 
the ('nssipnie-tiiitfMir M u iiicijmlit \ or othei suhaihan iiiuiin ipalitics 
uithin tlie jui isdict ion of the Cal utta M uiiu ijialit y toi the special 
icasniis stated in lh(‘ spe(*ch ol the learned mo\ei ot the Hill. It is 
n » atlvisaiib* to pas^ sin li a ineasine against the \ery w ill ot I lie ]'e»i|de 
intciested I’heie is anotlnu leasoii wh\ it is not desirable to include 
tills mu nicipalil y within the jui isdict ion ot tlu* Calcutta Munnipality. 

I would draw attention to paiagiajdi Idl.^ ot tin* i4*poi‘t of the Calcutta 
Building ( 'ommission of l<S!t(S 'liie leport says - 

it upfs'urs that t)ie fiimis uvuihilde to tin* C <»r|Hir»tion are barely sii tTn lent lor 
th«* ordinary aorking ex|H*nH<*s, and lor sm ii iinpioveiiients ' as iMMoriie ne(«Nsuty 
Itoni y<’ar to tear 

I I { urt hr*!' stal<*s — 

W' e are satisfied that sl.itutorv poweis cannot be drawn upon to nM*e( 
the n<‘(4*sHary exjHmditun*. 

i hat IS the report submitted in 1S9*S. Since iImui iis the revenues ot 
the ( 'ur)K)rat ion have Imumi iio'ir'aninl by ini-reasing t fu* valuation of lands 
and buildings, there has been a corri-spomling im rease in expenditure. 
Under the circumstances it will bardiv W possible for the (‘orporalion 
to incur any expenditure f<ir improvement •of outlying municipHltics. 

As regards the system of plural voting, I fail to unriei starnl why it 
ha.s Wen prop4»sed to be abolishe<l. This system has Wen in forr-e 
»inc4* I8H8. It entitles a ratepayer to vote in acc<»rdaiice with the 
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jimount of rates and taxes he pays, and the maximum number of votes 
he is entitled to is 11. This system has worked very successfully, and 
I fail to understand why it is j^oinj;^ to be abolished. This is the sys- 
iein which is in force in Belgium, Australia and other civilised 
countries, and when it has worked smoothly and satisfactorily in 
Calcutta, there is no reason why it should be abolished. In this con- 
nection I may draw attention to the discussion in the Bengal 
Legislative Council when the Bill of 1888 was on the legislative anvil 
of (ioverninent. It ajipears from the discussion that jilural voting 
strictly recognises the right of those who contribute the most to the 
maintenance of the Corfioration to have a potent voice in electing the 
governing body. It also appears that the person who is better quali- 
fied than the great majority of voters should have a more influential 
voice. He who pays Rs. as rates or taxes to tlie municijial fund 

should not be jdaeeil on tRe same footing as a peisjui paying Rs. 12 
only. I am airaid the proposed system will lead to (‘orrujit ion, and 
those gentlemen who have been e.xerci'^ing ^>lural votes ever since will 
not go to the polling station at all. 

I am also grateful to the Hon’ble the Minister for his liaving accepted 
the suggestion of the Calcutta (’or|)oration in legard to the snp]>ly of 
pine milk. We all know where we are in this ics]>ec( in ('alciitta. It 
is due to the deaith ol pure milk that the late oi infant il*‘ iiiortalitv is 
very heavv. 

Notwithstanding the defeets in the proposed Bill, ii is min h bettei 
than tlie one in force, and I congratulate the Ibot'ble Minister in charge 
of L( <’al Self-Ciovernment for the Bill whicli he has submitted 'o the 
House 

Mr. 8YED NA8IM ALI: It is a jutv that in the first year ot the 
Reloims the .Muhammadans have been launpelled to ‘eel v hat ^.raraj 
in India will lx*. It 101*^ been said that t)u* Hill haH been introduced 
b\ tlie Hon’ble Ministei in charg’e of the nat lon-hnilding de|)artment 
W e all know that a nation cannot bi* built in a day; it mii-.t be built 
up gindually We all know that the (piestion of c uiini'inal representa- 
tion for tlie Muliamnuulans bv a se|>arate idectorate has been agitating 
the minds of the Muhammadans from tlie veiv beginning when they 
leall. entered into the political life of this <.»nalrv. 1 hat the Mnham- 
madans do want communal repie.sentat ion b\ si'paratf* electorate is eon- 
elusively and demonstratively established by ihe unanimous resolution 
pusseil by the Bengal Ibovineiul Moslem League in all its sessions, 
'rhiii is the best proof that I can adduce to >n|)port mv < intention that 
the Muhammadans in a IhhIv want thi.s. It was in agreement with the 
League that the commuivil representation of the Muhammadans by 
sejHvraU* elei'torntes was given to them foi the purposes of election to 
thi*. (oumil. But it is this Provincial League again 1 refer to it 
berav.se it representa the Muhammadans of Bengal — with its power, 
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ts influence and its prestige, that decided almost every year by unani-* 
nou« resolution that the Muhamimidans must have *jeparnle repre- 
entation by sepanite elettorates in all loi'al bodies I think 1 cannot 
[Ui»te a better authority than the decision (»f tlie League fo? all these 
ears. This is the feeling of the Muhammadans. 

Now let me come to tlie question of princifde. It has been said 
hat if the principle of communal representation is ai‘c<‘pteil it will serve 
Ls a hindrance to nat lon-building. We all know that «>ne of tlie first 
frinciples of legislatltin is that we have got to dt‘al with facts us they 
ire, not as they ought to be. We all know (hat we must ha\e complete 
.elf-government; we may have that I topian idea; we ma\ all aim at 
i'iatu’s lojiubhc, but we iia\c g-ot to deal with thing-s as the\ exist 
11 the iountr\. It might be said that tiieic is a giadual (<'ndencv 
ewaids mutual flubearame. betwe«*n Hindus ami M uha in muda n s. and 
hat, llieiefoie, the Muhammadans need not be alraid of this; but we 
dl kimw what this unity means. 'I’liis unity ha.s been engendeied by 
iitain (uuses which we al^kIlow an* tempmarN. (('lies ot “(Question, 
jUcstion.”) One of the hist things which stiuck me was that there 
I a*' an ag'ilation %er\ lecenti^V m the Cabulta ( oiporation loi passing 
I if'sdlution foi the ])i e\ (*nt nm of the slaiighlei of cows m t'alciitta, 
iiid that s\Tu liroiused with the agitation for Himlu-Moslem unity set 
ij» Ndinew hei 0* bs some people We all knew what that agitation 
ueaiit, what that ps\(holog> was. We all know th.it we weie (lever 
Miough Id understand it I lia\e iea«l the Bill and 1 find that the 
iMM< jple <d 1 e{U esciitat ion (d spinial inteiests I jiaitnulaiiy use the 
.\dids ■ .special inteiests ' has Immui lecognised b\ the Ilon'bb* Minis* 
ei Ji) (haigo* of the Bill He has jeser\ed a <eitain numbm (d seats 
(ii the Beng-al ('hamber of (’omnicKc, speciallv and iig^htlv, hut a.s a 
uattei id tavtus It has been leseived, and the membeis aie ((► be 
deited b\ the (’hamlau itself. We all know that if tins is not given 
d them, it will displease them, but se fui as the Muhammadans are con- 
eined, an attempt has Imoii made td give u.s .separate representation 

the right liand, and an attempt has been made tt» take it away by 
he left hand t hirteen se.its have been allotted to the Muhainmadan.s ; 
aIi\ (Id you want Muhammadans at all do me it seems that commu- 
i.il 1 i*presenlat ion by a mixed electorate is a fane, and would attiaif 
ery few Muhammadans, d’his principle recognises that (he Muhani- 
nadan.s need special protectnui; Muhammadan interests need special 
wotection, otfierw'ise there would have been no necessit\ for reserving 
* certain number of seats for Muhammadans. If once that principle 
IS c(*nc(‘ded, if it is conceded that th#* Hindus would not he able to 
"“present the interests of the Muhaininadun# in the ( 'orporal i(»n, then 
I'e must have Muhammadans, not in name hut in feeling, those Muham- 
nadans who are really representative Muhammadans, If you once 
"ecognise the joinciplc of communal repreaentation, ymi cannot but 



44H 


CAUTTU MVSICiAl mil. [29th Kov. 

rf(ive iheni separate electorates, because if you want to return them 
inim a mixed electorate, what does this mean? We all know who the 
majciily of voters in ('ulcutta are; we all know what will be the late 
of the Moslem electors if a real Muhammadan representative is not le- 
turned. As Mr. Suhrawardy has said, tho.se Muhammadans will be re- 
tuined who think with them; if a Muhammadan has a seat in the Corp<t- 
latjon he will have to think (d the feelin^^s and sentiments of the Hindin 
witlomt consideiiiiK the interests of the Muhammadans. (A voice 
“ Whal are those Muhammadan intere.sts ?”) My friend has intei- 
rufiled 1)N askinj.,^ what are those Muhammadan interests. 1 say the 
hist unit ion ill the (’orporalion by my friend, Habu Amulva Dhone Add,>, 
about slaii^diter of cows speaks tor itsidf. 1 j^ive an answer in the word> 
of Habu Amul va Dhone Addy ; then it is .said, what are the .spec ial intei- 
esls? They are education and sanitation. It is a matter of common 
c'xpi'iieme tliut where the poor Muhammadans live*, there they do not 
j^et all tlM‘ advunta^res tliat other communities j^-et . {(’lies of “(Ques- 
tion, (jU(‘st ion. ’ ) That the interests of Muhammadans are iie^’lected 
in many matters, in (juestions of j)rimar\ education and oth<‘r thinf*’s. 
(‘^Question, (juestion.*’) It is a ([tiestion of fact My friend luu' 
(juestioned it, but everybody knows it and it is a (piestion of fac; 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: We support that * 

Mr. 8YED NA8IM ALI: We ail know that when Muhammadans ii 
a ImkIn demanded communal representations, they did so on piimiple, 
and what was the principle? This is a \er\ ciitical staj'e f(»i Muh.iin 
mudans Uai Uadlia (’haran Pal Hahadui hinted lieie is an occasioi 
foi a fun foi the Kuiojieaus; it leminds me nf the stor\ of the fro^^ 
“ \NTiat IS play to \ou. is death to us “ It may be fun to some of ni\ 
friends who have practnally challen^^ed the position which we looker 
forwaid to as a settled fact, ?*/:., c’ommunal representation 

Well, this is the time when p»»wei is lieine^ transferred from tin 
so-('ulled buream rac-y to the people. We all want this, but at tlu' sunn 
time we expect that thoujrh in a minorit\. our interests would be safe 
jf-iiarded ami adeipiately safeguarded. We decided to make thi 
Pef(»rins a success because we expected real .firnrny; we were under th< 
impression that the IbTorins would be a success, if we. Muhammadans 
^ret our le^ritimate share in the administration of the* country. All wt 
^et now is ],*( seats for the Mubammadans on the (Corporation b\ mixer 
edec'torate. 

My friend. Dr. llassan Suhrawardv. si^ys that this is adecjuate repre 
sontation; is that adecjuate representation, is that effective represen 
tat ion. especially if these I'l Muhammadans come from mixed elec tor- 
ates? We may have 13 Mubninmadnns, but they must be rc*al Muham- 
inadan.s and not Muhammadans in name. 

'I'here is one other fact. It has l>een said and much has l>eeii mad( 
of il that lormerly there were only 4 aeats reserved for Muhammadan 
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(ommi^eioiiers. subsequently it was reduced to and now it has 
increa’^ed to Id. My friend, Habu Amulya Dhoiie Addy, has naid that 
too nun h conresHion has been made. My friend for>rt*t> that tlwro was 
a time when there was a third party to whom the Muhammadans (‘ould 
look for satej<uardm^ their interest.s; I thendore appeal on behalf of 
the Muhamrnadan.s to my Kuropean friends in the Connell lo eonsidei 
the present position of the Muhamiiuolans. If \ovi find that power is 
bem^r jnadually transfened to thi‘ pe<»ple. you ou^rht t«i pioteit the 
niinoiity: it i^ the bounden duty id ever\ le^islatuie to sim' that tin' 
inteiests ot the iuinotit\ aie pioteeted. In Henj^^ul. we aie inor«‘ than 
r>t) pel cent, of the population, in Caleutta we are onl\ l.’o oi pei cent., 
but It is not Calcutta that constitutes what is calb*d the Muhaininudun 
inleie^ts of the pioviine. and that it is a death signal to Us would also 
appeal fioin the sjieech of the llon'ble Minister, who said, that if we 
to't < oinniunal i epi esentat i<»n for Muhammadans ti»-day in Cah iilta, 
next das we would want communal i ep? escntat ions in the distiict 
bnanls, local boards and municipalities. \Vh\ not y I Ma\ this is a 
arj^'-iiment in oui taVoui. If you om e lefusc it in the i ase of 
Cahiitta, \oii will also refuse it in the case of the Imal boaids, distnet 
hoaid" and munii ifialit ies. 1 say this is a ipiestion ol piim iple. and 
tlieiefoTe. I t hink t his Is a completi answ<*i t«» tlie (piest n»n ol Mi Saikai, 
ft: . wli\ Muhammadans should protest a^^ainst the infnHluction 
<>l the Hill f)o the M ulniinmadjins want to li\«‘ iindei th(‘ old condi- 
tions'" M\ ti lend sass that Hindus and Muhammadans are so united 
that the\ can ^"o hand in hand We. the Muhammadans, would lesi^Mi 
'•III seats 11 ) the Coum il if we reall> cannot protect oui inteiests This 
Is thf jiosition of the M uhamma<)ans. 1 appeal to the members of the* 
C'tuncil to take these tacts into <’oiisidenit ion It is foi my Hindu 
Inends also to i ousidei this (jue.stion. Tliev aie out to make the 
Ib foine a siu cess ; let them not i ieate a split m tlie first \eai of its 
existeme. What harm is their in not accept inu: the abstiuse principle 
'•f self-^»’ovei nment y What harm ( an theie be if \on ^'^i\e communal 
i«‘pi esentat ion now y Mi. (tokhale said in Hombay that the Muham- 
madai.-^ ma\ not have a .spe( nil inteiest in the miiiiii ipalit v . but there is 
one thin^^ which must lie (onsidned. r/:,, that it is this oppoitunily 
to act in a municipality that drives a s(*it of civic eduiatioii. and that 
drives th(“ Muhammadans a certain field for his jaditii al tiainin^;; thrie- 
foie, leal Muhamrnaiiuns, Muhammadans who leally leptesent Muham- 
madan feelirifs". must have* an opportunity to be trained in this mannei. 
^ on must con.sider this matter seriously. If the time comee when 
Hindus and Muhaniinadnns will march hand in hand, if that Htopiiin 
time (’oines. nolnidy will protest against this; but as I have just said, 
w'j' must see thiiifirs as they are, and not as ^hey oiijrht to be. 

T must express inv heartbdt gratitude to Kumar Shib Shekhaiesuar 
Rav when he says that we must not fidlow a matter of abstnise prin- 
ciple It is a matter of principle which can be applied to theoretical 
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platonic or Utopian ideal state. We must not have it at oncen It 
*a question of time; if times change, if cirrumstancps change, if llip 
time c(»mes when Hinuds and Muhammadans will be as they are repre- 
sented to be TKjw, then this question will not arise at all. But so long 
as t hi tigs are as they are, so long as Muhammadans are as they are, so 
long Hindus are as they are, this must be given to them. India 

is not Kngland, India is not Ametica, India has got its peeuliai 
elements, its peculiar featuies. theiefore. the abstract principle ot s(df- 
governnient ^hich is applicable to other countries are not apjdicable 
here. 

Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: I Jim not going to discus*, 
the d(‘ljiil,s (d this Hill, but what 1 gathei from tlie sfK*C‘ch of tlie Ifon’blc 
Minister when introducing the Hill, the Hill before the House is well 
drawn up and de.«iiable changes luive been made in the constitution of 
the {!or|>oration of ('alcutta in the draft Ifill. In this conneition I would 
like to mention one fact, that strikes my mind ami tlnit is tlie lUMessity 
of s(‘jits for the Muivaii coniinunit\ and the Calcutta gradujites on the 
(’orporation. Then, as iegar<is (oinmunal icjiresentation, I ^^ou]d like 
to make a few observations T believe that theie is a cry for coipmurial 
representation for the Mnhjimmadaiis 'I'he Hon'ble Ministei' has 
jirovided Cl scjiK for the Muhammadans and I belie\e tlic Minist(>r liii" 
given a very libciid considerat mn to the point If th<‘ principle of 
communal repiesentatiim by difl’eient electoiates be admitted in the 
('alcutta Muiin qial Hill, it is kuh* (hat tiu‘ same jiiim iple will be fidlowed 
later on in imifa.ssal muno ipjilitics If \\c look to th(‘ (dec toral 
icdls of >onic of the niuiassal mnnicipalit ics nt* see there aie wards 
where a \er\ little number <d Muliammiidati ratepav(*rs live, and it 
w'ill bean inpist ico to the Hindu and othei ( omiminit ies if Muliarnniadans 
aie cde« ted b\ special cdect<iiates In aiiswcM to the remark id my friend, 
.Manic I Kkramul liuq, tluit mahaians and latidlonK will influeme the 
voters, I may say that when the 'system of voting by ballot is introduced 
(heie will be no sucli trouble We have also heard the argument that 
the I'alucation Dejmrtment Muhammadans do not get their share. 1 
would like to mention here that as regaids ]iriniary education, scholar- 
ship.s are allowed to b per cent of the Hindus and 1(1 per cent, of the 
Muhamtnadans. 1 would also like to ])oint out that the prim ijile whicdi 
the (lovernment ftdh^w in uoimnating memlHTS is verv fair, and according 
(o this calculati<m the iiumbei of Muhammadan members will be a little 
more than 12. but the Hon’ble Ministei lias allotted 13. At this time of 
unity between Hindus and Mnluimmadan.s, I tliink if separate electorates 
are alh>weil foi Muhammadan^, it will create moie paHy factious, and 
therefore. I think, there ishu» necessity for sejearate electorates. 

With these wmrds, I beg to submit tlmt the Bill may be circulated an 
proposed by the Hon’ble Minister, 
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Miuivi 8MAH ABDUR RAUF* While <'(iii^ratulatinpf the Hon'ble 
Minister for the st44tesmanlike way in whith he was intnuhirfl this Bill* 
I must c-onfess that I ( annot u^riee with his views rejrardin^^ Muhainntadaii 
representation on the (orporation. No doubt, the tntrnir rorduilv of 
different c oininunities of a State is essential foi the material propress of 
that State, but I fail tt> see that that tutt utf coniNilr depends upon the 
the ainalpaniation of various eonHietinp inteiests. 'I'o safepuard these 
very eonflietinp interests and to pive everyone his proper share are the 
ways in wliieh the prospeiity of a State ran be maintained. I'he «|u«‘stion 
arises why 5fuhaminfldans want separate repi esentat ion . 'Phe Hon’ble 
Minister in his sjH'ech u hen lie int loilueed this Hill has admitted that 
Muhammadans require sejiarate lejuesentation inasinm h as he* saiil - 

It must he athnitled that the Muhammadan e<»mmunity is not repreMUitetl on 
tlie ('orpojution as it should Im'. and in n miiniier eommeiisiirute uith itn influeiu**^ 
and Its irnportanee.. This is a stnte of things which Rlunild l>e remedied on the 
priiH'iple of efiual just^e to all parties which is the re(‘<»nnised jmiIk) ot the (iuveiii- 
ineiit 

'I’hat beinp so. it is admittt^d that separate lepieseiitatioii is lequiied to 
safeguard Muhammadan interests 'Phis is not only the < ase in the 
('(Uporation; it is the case in other local self-poverniu^ bodies, .lust 
on tlie^ve of the Hetoiins wIm‘ i theie \^asa discussion on this tiiie'-ljon, 
an unanimous dcmaml was made foi sepaiiite i epieseiilation foi 
Muhammailan^. Ntov a ciitical time has tome for Muhammadans, when 
then* will lie stionp oppositnm apaiiist this sejiaiate i epi esentat ion on the 
(’jihutta (’orporation. The Hoirhle Minister in his s[>ee<“li is afiaid 
lest if this separate representat ion is piven to the Muhammadans so fur 
as C’ahutta is com eriuul, there will he in the neai futine the same 
demand so far as the distmt boards and mufassal mumci]»alit les are 
concerned If tbe principle of separafp representation is recopiiiseil. 
(»nce there is no reason uh\ it should not be extended to the distiicf 
boards and mufassal iniinii ijialities 'Pbe question then arises whethe? 
that repi esentation shouhl Im* eoiiimiinal or mixed. wlieth<‘r the Muham- 
madans wlio have been piven a leitaiii number of .seats should come 
throuph communal representation or mixed elec torates. If you ic*c c»p!iisn 
the principle that they onpht to be repiesented separately. wli> tln‘n not 
allow tbc*m to come throuph those persons whom they would lepresent 
in the (’orj)oration y I apree with my learned colleapuc-. Mi, Nasim Ah, 
that what he seek.s to pive with the ripht hand lie takes away with the- 
l<‘ft. I do not like to deal with the various aspec ts of (he Cjiiestion w hich 
have been dealt w ith by Mr. Nasim Ali. 7 he only iiipument that has 
been burled apainst the principle of Muhammadan sejunate refirescmfat ion 
is that nation-buildinp will have to be stopfied or baiufiered. but I tell you 
that unless you look to the interests <pf the various < cimmuriities and 
•afepuard the interests of the various c lasses? you cannot build a nation. 

With these few words, I preatly op|K>ae the principle of mixed 
electorate system and whole-heartedly support separate Muhammadan 
representation. 
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Mauivi RAFI UDDiN AHMEDS I have listened with care and 
patience to the able speech of the Hon’ble Mover of the Calcutta 
Municipal Bill. J niu.st congratulate the Hon’ble Minister for his able 
and arduous work. Hut I am sorry that I cannot be at one with him 
with res|>ect to at least one item, (doming as I do from the mufassal. 1 
confes.s I know very littb* about the ifiiief working of the niunicipalitv 
at (Calcutta. Hut from the little ex|H*rience which 1 have in mufassal 
for various works, J am sorry that I cannot le at one w'ith the learned 
inovei- with lespect to at least one item, comniiinal lepresentat ion. 

The leasfois achanced b\ the learned nio\ei in support td his views 
are nothing new. Moie<oei, it is alluring to the Muhammadans in the 
sense that they can even get more seats than their allotted number. He 
who loves any othei’s cliild inoie than his mother is considered to be the 
very enemy of the boy and is looked ujnm with susjdcion. Hut the moral 
appieheiision has \et pass<‘<l our mimls. d'he learned moviM’ has said 
that fanatic, s cannot come to tin* munn ipalitv ij they aie to conn* 1)> mixed 
\otes Now. what is considereil tanat ii ism i>\- oin* (ommunilx ina\ be 
the ver\ religions ardmn in the otln*i ; one who is considered th(‘ best 
man may not be coiisideied so b_\ the other. So his coming to the 
municipality max be opposed. Our commnnily is mmh weajier in 
education and wealth than the other commnnity and is liable to more 
easy belief. So it max be easy foi a cnniiiiig man to get their lielp 
without btdng a leadei id the oth(*i lommiiniU Thus, it will lie detri- 
mental to the Hindus as well s leg.nds the Muhammadans getting 
more seats than is allotted to them I haxe onK om* word to sax, r/r., 
that xvhen we shall see that we sliall be able to get nnue seats it is we 
xvho xvould clamour moie to do awax with the communal repi esentation 
The Muhammadans in tin* b<*ginning were opjiosed to joining the 
Congress, but thex have now |«uned the ('ongress in a body So, when 
tlie Muhammadans will see that it is foi their advantage they xvill lefnse 
communal rejiH'smitat ion. I cannot ri‘fu.se tlie .spei lal ii'pieseidat ion 
at this stage Hesides, we appn*hend that this aiialogx max be carried 
in oIImm public bodies as well Om* (d the lion*bh» memlMU’s has justly 
.said that the llimlus in Hast Heng-al an* in m‘'*d (d sjHu ial lepnvsentation 
on the district boards, as thex lad to (oine to the distiict Iwiards by 
ini\4'd electorates This i.s peifectly tine So ] .shall not only oppos 4 * 
llu‘ llon’ble Minist^u in chaigeof the Hill in his refusing sjHuual r(•])re- 
JUMitation to Muhammadans but also ask him to extend this princijde 
to dislriet hoai'ils as well. Hesides, the Id .seats allotted to Muham- 
madans, out of the t(»tal of Sth d»»es not speak mueli for the loud talk of 
tin* principle <d eontidema* a»nl reliance, as prea<*hed hy the Hon’ble 
Mover. iH'iause the number is neither < ommeiisvirate to their imjiort- 
anee mu in proportion U> tlrt*ir strength so far as their voting, rating or 
numerical stivngth is ('om’erned. 

With these words, I beg to oppose the Bill. 
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ftsi MAHEMORA CHANDRA MITRA BftIUNliifl We have batened 
to the speeches of several speakers just now. I thought that there would* 
be no sort of disagreement in the matter in which we are vitally con- 
corned. We are here to offer our criticisms on the principles of the 
Bill in a dispassionate manner. There are various principles in the Bill 
which I beg to submit to the ('ouncil for their consideration. The first 
is with reference to the question which has been put before the (Vnincil, 
r/r., as to the special electorate for the Muhammadans. I was really 
pained to hear the speec'hes of my Muhammadan friends here fi>rgetting 
the principle matter,, namely, that the (Nmiicil is to consider whether 
the suggestion contained in the Bill as to the Miihammudaiis exercising 
their right of franchise, in the general electorate and not in U s|)ecial 
one. This suggestion ot the author of the Bill is quite consistent with 
the situation as he has understood it. It is to he noted (hat hithc^rto 
we are told that ^here is a united feeling between Muhammadans and 
Hindus. We have^ceen a Hindu in the mos(|ue preaching about national 
i<b*ns and nationalism. We have seen Muliatumadans also preacdiing 
near a Hindu tempb* the spjrit and doc'trine of nationalism. Therefore, 
when that was the situation of political and social affairs, I suhiiiit the 
Hon'hle Minister wh(» drafted (he Bill was not wrong in thinking 
that tli^re should he a general electorate and from (he general elect(»rate 
Muhammadans and Hindus should exercise their light of franehise. 1 
beg to repeat t^^it was the view whic h has been taken by (lie author (he 
Bill and 1 say that it is not wrong in piiiicdple. You cannot exjiect 
spc-cial electorates for every kind of assoc iation. W ill tlicuc* he a sjiecial 
electcuatc for every edassr' That cannot he. That is agaiiiMl the 
piinc iple of Local Self-(lc»vernnu‘nt . Then, again, the cjuestioii of h 
general municipal election is a very simple one, (hie who takes interest 
in sanitary matt(*rs — one who looks t(» (he civic- interest of (lie tow^n or 
the city, one who is educated in Mich matters, one who has got no 
c'lashing of interest.s — ought to come as a memher of the* ( 'orporaf ion. 

I do not find there is any spc-ciality in any class of people whether 
that class is composed of Hindus or Muhammadans. W^hy should there 
he a di.scussion in this connc'ctioii. I fail to understand!' .\ow, if a 
s[»ec ial electorate is denied to the Muhammadans, they will not he* suffer- 
ers at all ; lf3 seats have been allotted to them in the Bill anci they have 
every right to retain them. My friends ought to know that if (here 
he a separate camp, political camp, ediu-atioii — civic educatiem, is at an 
end. T>et there be a competition Iretw^een educated Hindus and educated 
Muhammadans and I believe such a competition is the only method by 
which the Muhammadans and the Hindus may l)e benefited. What 
is the election ground? It is the nursory of public life Imth for Muhani- 
madans and Hindus. One who can secure the sympathy of the elei’tors, 
may come successfully in the elec'tion, be he ip Hindu or a Muhammadan. 
If he is liked by the electors, he is sure to get bis i>eat in the Corporation. 
Every Mukammadan or a Hindu ought to try his best to be popular in 
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hia constituency and if he does, he is sure to succeed. I do not under- 
'stand why there is a difficulty on that score. It is not a matter of zui. 
It is a matter for consideration and my Muhammadan friends ought to 
remember that they will be greatly benefited if the system which is 
suggested in the Bill be acceptable to them. Then, again, we find that 
there ought to be sympathy between Muhammadans and Hindu.s. 
Sympathy is the golden cable which binds the Muhammadans and 
Hiikdiis together. There should be a compact between them. There 
should be a harmonious feeling between the two communities — Hindus 
and Muhammadans. Why should there be a disivipfionP Why should 
they ((uarrel among themselves in this mattei i^ The only question for 
consideration is whether the proposal made in the Bill is one which may 
be acceptable t(j the (\>uri(‘il as a- whole. It is a proposal subject to the 
modification by the select committee and afterwards by t)ie Council. 
When 1 was coming from my own town fo-da\ some Irody inipiiied from 
me whether there will be an intellectual fight between Hindus and 
Muhammadans regarding the suggestion of communal interest in the 
Council. Well, 1 never thought that at lhis,(*i itical time there would be 
a spirited discussion on the subject. I thought that everything would 
go on harmoniously as on previous occasions. But now 1 .see that m\ 
friend, the in(|uirer in tlie railway train, was justified in a.sking#me the 
(juestiou w'hich has cropjied uj) just now. I am in lavour of a general 
electorate and not for a special eh‘i‘tora(e favouring a class of people. 
If w'e do that, political education is at an end and so ( ivic education. 
I say, there ought to be a competition between all classes ol jieople in 
the field of politics. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Your time is iij) but 1 allow you three 
minutes more. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I need not dUate 
on the subject. J have to submit to y(m anothm ciitic ism regaiding the 
plurality of votes. 1 have gri*at doubts as to the success of such a 
kind of pro))osition. In the mufas.sal that jir.iclice is (d)served, but 
uccoriling to the Mew which I lake, this jiractice slH)ul(i iiiU he continued 
in these days. Pr<q)erty quulifi<alions are to he im|uircd into and 1 ask 
the select committee to consiiler over the subject. 1 find in the Bill 
that that suggestion comes into bold udief. There is one other suggestion 
which 1 wish to submit, namely, that there ought to be district councils 
under a Centi*al Authority. The Corporation represents the Central 
Authtiirity and district councils or district committees ought to be 
appointed in several places of the town for solid work. Mj 
reason is that Calcutta is a very large city. Mere delivery of s}>eecheH in 
the (kirpomtion Hall w ill pot lie quite sufficient to meet the purpose for 
w^hich thie Bill has been drafted. It is for the select committee to 
consider whether such district committees mav be appointed. In the 
^ Bengal Municipal Act there is a section by which the ward committees 
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aT« i^ipoint^. The ward committees are in touch with the central* 
coaunitiee, rtr., the committee of the commissioners. Pnihably thui 
sug^Jtestion may be accepted by the select committee and in this view 
probably the Bill may be redrafted, but this is a mere su^fjrestion ; I 
leave it to the select committee to consider. There are various other 
matters which I would have referrt‘d but as there is no time at my dis- 
posal I think it is better not t<» trouble the (’oune.il any more. 

Mauivi FAZLUL KARIM: I rise to say a few wonls on the jfeinTal 
piinciple of the Bill sp far as it comTins Miihammudun representation. 
The Bill a.s it stands is an improvement indeed upon the present Act on 
the considerat ion that it resei ves some seats foi Muhammadatls which 
thev could not aspire to ^jet from a t;reneral electorate without such 
reservation, as is evident fnun the ptist histrox that in spitt* of an ea^er 
anxiety for HindujM(»slem unity, n<U a sinj^^lo Muhammadan was eba ted 
during the past few years when the (i\ loi II indu-Moslem unity was 
lending the sky. It is to be regietteil that in these days of national 
using, men like Mauivi A. ]^. h^izl-ul Haij Sahib, for xxhom the Hindus 
haxe no less regard as a leadei of Bengal, has to come to the ( ’oi )Mti at ion 
h\ the back door of nominatiem. What ilo xxe learn fioin it?* It clearly 
demonstrates that the Hindus have not as yet shoxni in pno tice that 
thex have the same interest and slake in the countiy as the Muhammadan 
x\hlch argumeitt the f<»rmer are so fond of urging xvhen anx (|Uestion of 
dexiation from juesent policies by (fovernment arises. It is a rommop 
instance throughout Bengal; Hindu voters verx rarely xote for 
.Muhammadans in all the local self-g<»verniiig institutions of this province. 
The policx of give-and-take is ni< e and very easy to sax, but is there 
anx instance in which the Hindus have condescemled to observe that 
p<»li<'yy I’he so-called improvement is an improvement only in (piantily 
and not in (|uality. The Hon’ble Minister w'ains us against introclm t ion 
of any extremist element in the (’orporation which gives rise to serious 
apprehensions in our mind about any cliam e of safeguarding mir interest 
in the (’orporation. We are extremists, indeed, when «uir religion and 
communal interest are <'on<’erned, and we want to remain such so long 
as we are Muhammadans. But the IfoiTble Minister, in his exc<*ss of 
love for the country, wants to shut the door against ns by leaving us at 
the mercy of the Hindu vot<‘rs w1h» n?'e and will Ire overwdielming in 
number. The result will be that the Hindus x^l elef t the memIrerH of the 
general constituencies and the Muhammadans ns a body shall have no 
voice in sending their representatives trr safeguard their interest. We, 
Muhammadans, are here in the f'ounril from special electorates and 
dxiring this one year of the intnabiclion of the Kefonn f’ouncil, did our 
Hindu brethren find any instance of our fanaticism on any question <»f 
common interest ? Then, where is the fear of o«r Hon’ble Minister for any 
fanatic element in the (Corporation from special Muhammadan eler^torate? 
His fear is only illusory and from timidity in the desire for seeing his 
prophecy of restoring the inestimable boon of I>ocal Self-Govera merit to 
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,tli6 city of hiH birth fulfilled within ihe shortest possible time. What a 
cruel and mischievous policy it is to compel one to follow a policy of life 
difierent from his own to please the stronj^er community to enable him 
to be returned in any public body. The Hon’ble Minister has devised 
a very ni(;e scheme to strain off those who do not think with him and 
force those to come to his side for a seat in the Corporation. Alas, the 
pruning knife cannot be applied to the non-co-operators! Is it onl> 
for the satisfaction of the members returned that this policy ot mixed 
electorate is to be welcome or for the satisfaction of the communitv 
whom they will pretend to represent ? They will Ite their own represent- 
atives only and they shall have no confidence of the Muhammadan commu- 
nity as a whole. This policy will create a split in our own camp which 
no serious lover of the country should encourage. From our backward- 
ness in education we are no match for the stronger community and it is 
wise and just to let us compete amongst ourselves Jest we should be 
annihilated in the general strife. ' 

Then, Sir, about the number of .seats for Muhammadans, I submit, 
that is too small to .safeguard our interests* in the Corporation. From 
juist (‘xpei'ience it is evi<h‘iit that no Muhammadan will get preferential 
vote from Hindu voter.s and any chance of getting an additional number 
of seats over and above the reserved seats is out of the (juestioh. The 
Hindu community is much advanced and it is fair tf> allow us an opjHir- 
tunity to train ourselves in local self-g(»vernment by allotting more seats 
for us in the Corp»>ration. Further on any communal (juestion which is 
sure to ari.se in the Corporation, out of o') members is too inadequate 
to safeguard the Muhammadan interests. I do not grudge that 12 seats 
have been given to the Kuropean commi'nit,/, hut is it fair to allot only 
13 seats for the Muhammadans, tlie sons of the soil Tf the Hindu com- 
munity really want to co-operate with us and lend us their helping hand, 
I hope they will allow us 30 per cent, of the whole or 40 per cent, of the 
general constituency to be returned by .separate election. 


Adjournment. 

The (\nincil was then adjourned to 3 p.m. on Wednesday, the 30th 
Noveml)er, 1921. 
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PraoMdings of tin Bwigal Lei^ativt Council OMMiblod under the ' 
provisions of the Covommont of Indio Aet 

The Council met at n p.m. on Weflnenday. the 30tli November. 1921. 
in the Council Chamber in the T(»wn Hall. Calcutta. 

Prasarit: 

The Deputy-Presi^lent in the Chair, the Hon’hlc the four Memliera 
of the Executive Council, the Hon'hle the three MinisterH, aiu] 
9d nominated and elected members. 

The New Council Chamber. 

MEMBER in*jSharge of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’hle Sir Henry Wheeler): With your permission, before the resump- 
tion of the debate to-day, I^sliould like to make a short stjiteiuent on a 
matter of public interest. 

It will be within the recollection of the Council that a site idinmit tee. 
ovei which I had the honour of {iresiding, was a{>pointod some montii.s 
aK<* to imike rccomineiidations in respect of the site of the new Council 
('haniber, A t;ej»ort was submitted ami (Government passed orders there- 
on, sifter which steps weie taken to call for flesijjns for the hnilding 
itsolf. On tlie 1st Deci'iiiber, 192b. a notification was issued inviting 
competitive designs Ixitli in Oreat Hiitain and in India for the proposefl 
new (\nincil Chamber in (^alcuttu. l*riz<*8 of .£500, i'2*50 and £100 were 
ofTenni for the <lesi|^ns placefi first, second ami third respectively by (be 
u'.'>e''Sor, and necessary information was j^iven to competitois to enable 
them to draw uji their plans. These desi^^us Imve now heeii received and 
have been examined by Mr. (’rouch, who, under the same not jfication, 
was ap{K>inted to be the assessor. Mr. Crouc h, as the Council douhtleHS 
knows, is the Consultin^^ Architect to (joverninent. Mr. Cnmch has 
now reported, and 1 hold here his letter of yesterday saying — T consider 
the design bearinff the dislin^ruishin^ mark 25 to be the best solntioii 
of the conditions of the cornpetitif>ns, and I fdace the author or authors 
of that rlesifrn first. I plac e the authfir or anthfirs <^f the desii«-n marked 
2 second, and I place the author or authors of desij<n No. 40 third.” We 
now have to open the seiiled envelopes which T have h^ere liearin^ these 
three numbers, and I propose to do so in the adjoininj^ nsim if me or two 
members will kindly attend as witnesses. We will then know the names 
of tbe author or authors of the successful desijrns. All the designs have 
been placed on view on the basement floor of this Town Hall, and 
Mr. (Sroucb hopes to throw the exhibition of them open to the inspection 
of the public next Monday. Meanwhile, if any member of this Council 
wishes to iro downstairs and have a look at them he is f>epfecfly welcome 
to do eo. 
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Covemineiit Bill. 

\ 

The debate on the Calcutta Municipal Bill, 1921, was resumed. 

The Calcutta Municipal Bill, 1921. 

Mr. D. J. COHEN: 1 join with my friends in congratulating oui 
Minister for having brought in the Municipal Bill based on such demo- 
cratic and wide lines. To make the Oirporation once again the sole and 
paraiiiouni authority in all matters of administration is a step in the right 
direction. The primiple underlying the lowering of the franchise is 
certainly very commendable, but in the practical working of it, I have 
great misgivings. Until and unless you educate the ma.sses, by giving 
th(‘m at least primary education, you cannot expect them to appreciate 
the boon you are placing at their disposal. Turning to the question ol 
Muhammadan representation. Personally, Sir, I ann<not in favour oi 
communal representation, and especially if it is couc'tded to one commu- 
nity to the exclusion of others, as this is likely to create jealousies which 
cannot tend to the public; good. 

I differ from m> friends who advocate the extension of the municipal 
limits of Ualcutta at the present time. The finances of the (’orporation 
hardly enable it to cope with the* various calls on its puise and “l think 
it would be unfair to tin* people of these jiaiticular areas if wejnclude 
them against their will, without being able to assure them’ of any l>enefit 
that will ac'crue thereby. Let ns improve our own ureas to an appreciable 
extent before we ask for more. I draw \onr attention to the present 
slate of some of the roads and drains in wards Nos. 19 and 20 {Entall\ 
and Baniapnkur wards). They an* such that a nuifassal municipality 
would not be proud of, and the only hope of the residents there is, 
that at some’ future dale, (lod knows wlieii, tlie Imiirovement Trust are 
expected to curry out their .schemes of imjirovement . In the meantime 
they have to accept the situation as they find it. With a knowledge of 
these facts, should we include the areas referred to? 

Rti JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahidur: It is with feelings 
of thankfulness that I welcome this Bill. The history of the Mackenzie 
Act has already been related to you by the Hou’ble Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerjeu. Mr. Kali Nath Mitter, the leader, the strong man of the 
Corporation, proposed u vote of censure on Sir Alexander Mac kenzie 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED SUHRAWARDY: I rise to a point of 
order. The Hon’ble Member’.s speech hn.s already appeared in to-day’s 
Hengalee^ Is he in order in repeating it here? 

Rii dOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I am not delivering 
that 8peec;k. An advanos copy of my ‘speech was sent to the 
Bengalee. Notwithstanding the fact that I asked the reporter to piibUsh 
it after it was delivered in the Council, he has, by niistahe, published it 
to-day. 
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I welcome the Bill. The Hon’hle Sir Stirendru Nath Baneij^ has^ 
already told you the circumstanc es under which the Macknixie Bill came 
into existence. Babu Kali Nath Milter, the leader, the strong man of 
the Corporation, proposed and my humble self seconded the vote of 
censure on Sir Alexander Mackenzie and it was c'arried unanimously 
Imth by Europeans and Indians. Englishmen were noble and j^eiierous 
at that time and Sir Alexander Mackenzie sent me a certificate <d honour, 
scKin after, for my jfood work in the Municipalitv . Sir Alexander Mac k»*n- 
zie shortly after brouj^ht out his famous Bill and 28 of ns resijrned. Many 
of those returned, but^omeof us stuc k to our ^^uns. Manx of them have 
since died. It must therelbre he a source of ^rn*at frnitific ation to the 
Ilon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea at his triumph. It has hecMi his pri- 
vile^re to be able to bring out a piece of legislation far in advance of the old 
A<‘t. 1 must say in justice to <uir op]n)Hents that Calcutta lias greatly 

advanced since tlmt time. But the pe<»ple of India also Imve greatly 
advanced in politicifl ideas. ThcTefore, an Act granting acivanc ed politi- 
cal freedom was urgently called for and I congratniale the llon'ble Sir 
Surendra Nath Banerjea on bis bringing out this measure. It is o) so ad- 
vanced a character that even I, xx ho am not regarded xcilh nin< h favour 
by (loverriment and certain I'inglishmcui (*’ No. *’ “ no because of 
lav opirtions, am diffident of its success. Absolute frc*edoni of l urctpean 
conticd over the affairs of the inunic ijialit x may piox e clisast rous, but if it 
succeeds, it xvdl prove (he* fitiu'ss of the people of India fo?‘ abscdiile 
Self-tfovc-rnment. lat us trx the c‘\penmcMit. (“Hear,” “la^ar.”) 
There are certain defeats in th<‘ Bill xxliicb can only be mentioned, but 
cannot be gone into here. The* Indian mercantile community and the 
Tnixcisitv have been excluded from repiesenlation. Ifoxc tlic'V have 
been excludcMl by the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Baneijea, wImi was all 
his life jirccfessor of a Calcutta College, is inexplicable, I xximid also 
gix'e two or three seats to dexxs, Ariijeiiiaiis. Anglo-] ndniiis and the 
Domiciled Community, xvith xvhom I and this Counc il have alxvays liecn 
friendly, though I hax'e read in lo-day*s j»aj»ers that fhey are threaten- 
ing to |»lay hell with their fellow subjec ts (“ Shame,” “ shame.”) 

I would not ignore the Indian Christians also. 

I am conscious of tlie fact that Calc utta was founded and develojMsl hy 
British merchants and if they ask for a greater amount of representation, 

I may not l>e inclined to oppos»* them; but all these* (‘ornmunit ies inusl 
have representatives in the same way as the Miihaiiiiijadans and not by 
communal representation. * 

This brings me to the cpiesfion of communal representation. My 
Muhammadan friends demand communal representation. I am opjMised 
to it. Some of them may consider roe as anfi-Muhatiimadan, but is there 
any man here who has more sincere friends among Muhammadans, who 
had been my friends in need, than myself? I am not ungrateful and I 
have proved it by ray conduct. Public weal demands that they should 
not get communal representation. My friend, Mr. Nasini Afi, told us 
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yesterday, that the Hindu-Muhammadan entente as adumbrated by the 
Congress and the Ehilafat Committees was an unreality. Neither 
Mr. Nasiin Ali nor Mr. Suhrawardy belongs to the Ehilafat party. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: May I rise for a 
personal explanation? I never made any insinuation. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER GH08E Bahadur: You referred to the 
Ehilafat. What right have these gentlemen to speak on behalf of the 
great Muhammadan community? They are, as is well known, in a 
hopeless microsiiopic minority. * 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: Certainly a better 
right than you have. 

Rai dOGENDRA CHUNDER GH08E Bahadur: If the Ehilafat 
jiart y hud said so, it would have been a matter of consideration, but the 
opinion of the microscopic minority, who hud alwaCs been against the 
II indu-Muhammailan entente, cannot be entertained. MuhammadaiL*' 
have proved themselvuLs a noble and gener</Us people. A change ha*' 
coine over their minds. Noble and generous men among them have gone 
so bir as to say that they would avoid the slaughter of cows in order to 
please their Hindu brethren. To this these gentlemen will never agree. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: How do you know? 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur * Mr, Nasim Ali said 
so. 'I'herefore, 1 wish my Muliammadaii friends to c(msi(h'r the ({uestion 
well. According to the propo.sal of the voting strength, thes are entitled 
to 0 seats. The Hon’ble Mini.ster has given them 1‘1. They would not 
gain by communal representation. Again, 1 tell you why 1 am opposed to 
communal representation. Hindu members should seek for v(»tes from 
their Muhammadan brethren; similarly Muhammadan members should 
seek for votes from their Hindu hrethien. Tlyit is the only way of secur- 
ing political amity between Hindus and Muhammadans. Class against 
class should never he pitted against one another. I find that isolation 
and separate communal representation k(*ep up racial animosity and 
always b*ad to disunion and strife. The faet was never well expressed 
than hy our eommon phrase Hhax hhai, thai that (brothers remaining 
apart.') Those gentlemen who demand communal rejrresentation 
and isolation are certainly not the best friends of Hindu- 
Moslein amity. I, in all earnestness, ask my Muhamma- 
dan brethren to consider the situation well. India is large 
enough for all eonimiinities and religions to live in, provided they live 
in amity and brotherly feeling and that one community do not seek to 
dominate over another. ^‘*Hear/’ “hear.^^) I was surprised to find 
Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray, who prides himself in declaring that he 
is a nationalist, supporting communal representation but I dismiss him 
with one word— he does not belong to the Congress. Therefore, he has 
ng fight to assume that character. 
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Kumar SHIB 8HEKHAREBWAR RAY: Mny I rise to ifire a word 
of explanation ? He seems to know mon* about me than myself. 

RaiJOGENDRACHUNDER CHOSE Bahaikir: I ami many members 
here may be prepared to support the Muhammadans in any reasonable 
demand that they may make for a larger number of (Viuiu illot.s, but we 
can never agree to the kind of special communal representation some of 
the Muhammadan members seem to favour. I do hope there will l>e a 
satisfactory solution of the difficulty. The Bill i.s a lengthy one and 
ihis is neither the tiye nor the (Ku*asion to discuss it in detail. But one 
or two things must be mentioned here. Clause of section b should be 
« general section : education — general — and not merely primary ami 
technical education. All the wealth of the province is I'entred in 
Calcutta. Therefore; it should not forego its lesponsihilities as regards 
higher educatior^. 

('hiuse G of fke same seition should imlude refuges for the pistr 
clnldreii and unfortunate rei»entant women. 

'I'he building regnlatiitfi.s should be less stringent. lliese are some 
of the things which 1 desiie to mention here. 

In coruiusion, 1 again ask my Muhaiiiniadan friends to consider 
Mlietlfer ilindu-Muhammadan friendship is not worth a great deal more 
than a lew seats in t h(‘ ( ’alcut la C(»rporat ion I ( onclude by expressing 
m\ gratefulirt'ss to the authors of the Bill. 

Khan Bahadur KHWAJA MOHAMED AZAM: As enough 1ms Vnum 
said, I do not like to make a lorig (ommeiit on the ('alcutta Munici}Mil 
Bill. The bone of contention in this Jtill i.s the matter and the iiiatiner 
of repieseiitation in the (!oi |MHution. 'I’he Ilon’hle Ministei has given 
the uidtK'kv numlier Id sure stmts and has ojs-ntMl tht‘ other 42 seats 
also, if only the Muhamimoians could gel in. He has agreed that the 
Muhammatiaiis should have more, hut owing to the uncertainty as to 
what HUt'cess the Muhammadans will have in tmpt tiring any of the Hi 
seats he has not done so. 

1 may safely say that the real iflimber of Muhammadan stmts is 
Dot fixed, but this is an im{N>rtaiit mutter. 'I'he Muhammudans should 
have about d(f jH*r cent, of the total numlKir. 

As for the luunner of represcoitation, allow iii<* U> say, that Muham- 
madans would agree to nothing which d(H*H not give them st*|>araie 
c/>mmiina] representation in the Corporation and also in other hx^al 
bodies. When that is a fact, will it be wise on the part of the (lovern- 
meiit to ignore the Muhammadans)^ 

There will come a time when the Muhammadans will not want sep»mt« 
communal representation ; let the Oovemipent then do away wtUi il 
and never before that. 

Mr. BUOY RROBAD tlNCH ROY: I had no intention of Uking 
part in this debate and 1 would have been glad to leave it to ihoae who 
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are conversant with the problem of municipal administration of this 
city and I think that this would have been the attitude of the majority 
of the mufassal members regarding the debate over the Calcutta Municipal 
Bill. But there is the most unpleasant question of communal repre- 
sentation. It is a question fraught with an issue which is so far- 
reaching in its consequences that no member of this House can con- 
scientiously give his acquiescence to it without sounding a note of 
warning. It is a principle which, if pressed too far, will only create 
a complete cleavage lietween the two communities whose interest it 
is to live in perfwtnal harmony and to present an finited front to any- 
thing which may hamper the development or the growth ot our political 
aspirations*. 

I must say that I was sorry to hear the speech delivered by 
Mr. Nasim Ali on belialf of the Muhammadan communy^y last evening. 
I wiis really mortified and so, I am sure, were also most of the Hindu 
memlKTs of this House. The hon'ble member said that the Hindu 
commissioners in the ('alculta Corporation coiijd not be tnisted with the 
interests of the Muhammadan community. Tin’s is news to me. 1 
have b(‘(*n born and brought up in the city of Calcutta and T know that 
tlje Hindu commissioners are as much anxious for the in<(‘restH vf the 
Hindu citizens as for tho.se of the Muliammadans. 1 am almost t(‘mpted 
to ask Mr. Nasim whether the time has not ((um* when, the Hindus 
should be trusted by the Muhammadans and when he and liis ('olleagues 
in this Council and outside it should not advise the members of his 
comnninity to forget the old mistrust and hatred for the Hindu V I 
apiMHil to the Muhammadan memlMTs of this House, who have greater 
exjK*rience of life and much older than me, that this should not be made 
an opjMut unity to n‘vive tbe old antagonistic* feeling between the Hindus 
and Muhammadans of the jmrtition days. 

This (piestion of communal representation should not have been 
raised at all. This is a very unhappy cjuestion. 1 fail to appreciate the 
arguments of Mr. Nasim .\li and his fri<*nds that, lM»rause communal 
representation has Wn thought to Ih' useful to the I^egislative Councils 
and elsewhere, it should be thought to l)e useful for tbe Calcutta 
Corimration. Itai Radha ('haran l*al Bahadur, a veteran commissioner 
of the Calcutta Corpomtion, has given us assurance that there will be 
no lack of interest on the |iart of Hindu commissioners for their Moslem 
brethren; I think this should Ih» enough to .satisfy my Muhammadan 
friends. If they, after considering the question closely and calmly, 
still maintain their claim for communal representation, I would beseech 
the Hindu mem tiers not to stand in their way. We should yield on 
the ground of expediency. Qut we shall not exercise our right of voting 
on this point. I^et the Muhammadan members of the House decide 
it among themselves. If they insist on having communal representation, 
let them have it. 



1»1.] CALCUTTA MCNIGIPAL BILL. 4«l 

Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAB GUPTA: I deploW th« 

acfimouious spirit that has l>eeii brought into thi* ci«bat« on this subject^ 
It would have befitted this Council, if there were more reasoning, moiw 
logic, than heat. 

1 cannot but congratulate the Ilon’ble Miui.ster in charge of the 
Department of Local Self-Government for his l>old and stutesuiunlike 
perlormance in the shai>e of ti»e diaft of a Bill ol such tieineiidous 
magnitude, and with such vast p(»tfMitialities for tlic futuie aclUbeing 
of millions of men resiiling in the second city of the Kinpire. 1 have 
followed very closeli^ his Im id statement in introducing it. This is 
surely not the stage (even if 1 had the |K>wer) b>r consitleriiig the details 
of a piece of legislation of such a gigmntic proportion. But 1 liiive been 
struck by the very niomento\L< and tar-rea< hing constitutional changes 
that have been introduced in the Bill, u|mn the ino.st approved iiL»erul and 
democratic linest In fact, it has been said, with great truth, that the 
municipal institufions con''tituie the Wst nursery and see4l-pl(»ls for 
developing the instincts for Scll-(fov(*i nment which lannot Ih‘ substi- 
tuted by good and effi<'it‘rit Government. I rtonember the fierce 
(*ont ? ovtM’sN that raged lound tin' ('ab ulia Munit ipai Bill, ISbJf, w ln*n it 
was on the legislative anvil. 'J'hc measure was considered us a dec.iiledly 
retro^i^ade one, introduced to <leprive ('alcutta of a good deal 
<d hcT ci\ic rights. 1 he ficrct'in's.s ot the «*oiitro\ ers\ was emplnisised 
b> tlie H'siguation of “J<S membcis (including the \cneial)](» MinishM’ him- 
s<‘lf) and the platforms rang with deiium iat ions niul c>cn the theatres 
gave art istic expression to the icelings <»f tin* < aleiit ta cili/auis b\ staging 
tin* “Biav<‘ 'Iweii t\ -Might , ” tin* skit <*!iian.iting from tin* pen of oin* 
of our most populai <liainatist'. ainl i-omie aiit«‘is. Hut l>y a cinious 
irony ol fate, the present Bill is tin* hand work of one of flnme com- 
rniHsioners, w'ho raised his trumpet voice in denouncing the measure and 
in op{M>sing the Bill, wliich was eventually passed into law. 

But the Hon’hle Minister has Irhui an optimist throughout his 
fairly long {xditical career and imjadled by hi.s natural ojitimism and 
rather a dangerous tendency towards prophesying ( lM*ing a Brahmin) he 
jirophesied that the retrograde piec e of law was bound to lie lilK*ralised at 
no distant future and the present Bill shows how that prophecy is going 
to Im* fulfilled. The old order chaiigeth yi<‘ldiijg jilace to new'. The 
w'hiriigig of time has brought ulNiut its revenge. I'he new foatun*s, 
which cannot fail to strike even a casual reader of the Bill (us far as tha 
constitutional changes are concerned) are ; — • 

(/) the fullest recognition of the principle of representation and the 
expansion of the Franchise; 

(2) the increase in the number of commissioners from 6(1 to 80; 

(3) the appointment and election of Mayor or Deputy-Mayor ; 

{4) separate executive and its sulxirdination Uj the Corporaitoo; 

(S) introduction of Aldermen and their election; and 

(B) the Standing Committees for study and advice. 
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JJnder the existing law, o\ir Muhammadan fellow-brethren have little or 
no chance of entering the Corporation by the open gate of election and 
have to depend upon the back-door of nomination for their entry. Now 
they can come by election, by the general electorate and the principle of 
communal representation, so much desired by the Muhammadans, and 
codemned by sober iwliticians as opposed to the growth of “nationhood’’ 
irrespective of caste, colour or creed, has not been recognised. 

Now, Sir, the controversy in the present Council is about communal 
representation. It is a pity that this question should have been raised 
at this sfhge of the consideration of the Bill. There is no denying tlie 
fact that .the gieat majority of my Muhammadan colleagues in this 
Council wants communal representation, that is to say, not only in the 
Corporation of (.’alcutta but in all local Wlies — a danger which the 
Hon’ble Minister has already pointed out in his spt‘ech, while intro- 
ducing the Bill the other day. He said — ‘ 

Hhould wo then make this now departure? The matter requires the most care- 
ful consideration. The gravity of the problem is enhanml by the consideration, 
that if it is adopted in the municipal system of Calcutta, it will have to be extended 
in the near future to the mufassal municipalities and, perhaps, to the district 
hoards of the Province ; and the amendment of the Bertga) Municipal Act is iinmi- 
iiont and that of the Self-Government Act is not distant. * 


1 ihink tluil it is the thin (mkI of the wcdg(‘. Tf communal representa- 
tion is once allowtul in the city of Calcutta, it cannot be resisted in 
the mufassal. T ask my Muhammadan friends in this Council to 
think over the matter seriously and consider whether they should not 
sacrifice a hit of their feeling in \iew of the goal which we have in view. 
If this principle of com?nunal representation is ado])ted in Cuhuitta, I 
fail to see wh(‘re it would stop. If this privilege irf allowed to the 
Muhammadans. I cannot understand how it can lie denied to the Jains, 
who constitute a very large section of the Calcutta public, to the 
Marwaris, who by their wealth and influence, occupy a very important 
position in Calcutta, and to the (yhristians, who are no doubt in a 
minority. We should lie put on a common platform, to constitute a 
nation and march onwanls towards the goal. It has been said that 
communal representation may not be good as an abstract principle. 
Abstract principles do not fall down from the sky. They are eriuced 
from concrete cases and the actualities of life. Such abstract truths 
are enunciated by "political philosophers. Tf you adopt the com- 
tnunal representation you cannot form a constitution on a proper, liberal 
and democratic liasis. It is not because the people have high ideal that 
they are to be dubbed as “ idealist.** We want that all the communi- 
ties living in India should have a proper representation. 

With these wonls, I express my hearty appreciation of the principles 
underlying the new Bill that has been introduced by the Bbn'ble 
Minister. 
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Msulvi YAKUINUDOIM AHMEDs I am thankful to the Hon'hla 

Miniater for hia having introduced thia Municipal Bill and for having 
made provision for the represt^ntation of the Muhammadana to the number 
“13.** The verj’ fact that he has made provision in the Bill for giving 
13 seats to the Muhammadans is an acknowledgment of the principle of 
communal representation. And when he acknowledges this principle, 
] think it is not meet for him to go against this principle of ('oinmiinul 
representation. lie has in his sfHHjch said — 

I now come to the very difficult and delicate question of Muhammadan represen- 
tation. It must be adgiitted that the Muhammadan ctuuimiinty is not rtqireHi'nUHt 
in the Cxirporatiou as it should hv> and in a manner ('ommetiKurHte with its ini1ueiu*e 
and its importance. This is a state of things which sliould bo rt'iuovlmi on the 
print ipie of equal justice to all parties, whic h is the recognised policy of Goveriimeiit. 

He also says — 

And here 1 desij'e to apply the principle which is foll«)»ed h\ (io\ eminent in the 
nomination of rnunicgial comnn.ssumers in the mufassal. It is u triple formula that 
«c adopt. 

If he says that he has.rcserved 13 seats for Muhanimudaiis, whuf is 
]ty Is it not the recognition of the (fovernnient jHilicy of supporting 
Muhunimadans, who arp in a minority!^ Is it not tlic policy that has 
been fnaiigurated in this Ifefonned (’ouncil heii*. anil do we find the 
result in any way had ^ I think the (’onneil ought to Is* suec essful 
in the way it has iK'giin and in the way in which Muhaiuinadan mem- 
Imuh have (‘oine to this (’ouneil. It is only tins Heforiiied (Viuiicil 
which has made it jiossihh* for the* (lovernnient to Im* awuire of the 
giievaiiees and the many shoi tcomings from which this ((immunity 
suffer. It is only througli their aecreditc'd agents in thi.s t’ouncil that 
the (rovernment come to know' of the various nfMessitie.s of the com- 
munity. The authors of the Montagu-t’helmsford report, with their 
ideas of English freedom and hoiiiog(*neity in their lands, may have 
declared that communal representation was a very had thing, but 1 
think time will show that communal representation in India is the very 
best thing that can be devised by (iovernmeiit to know' the views of 
Muhammadans in this vast country. Therefi^re I say, when the 
Uon’ble Minister has re,s«‘rved 13 seats for Muhammaduns, he has 
recognised the jirinciple of communal representation. Then why does 
he go against that and say- - 

Let lu hear whst the Authom of tiie Reforroii Bcheme have got to aay about 
the matter. The Muntagu-C'helmaford Jlepori ohserrea . — ^‘Jndian lovera of their 
(xiuQtry would be the first to admit that Indiana generally have not yet aerjotred 
the Htisen spint and if we are really to lead her to self-government we must do 
all that we poaatblj can to call it forth in her people. IMviaton by crMKla and 
cdaaaes meaiia the creation of political camps organised against each other and 
teaches men to think as partisans and not as citisens, and it is difficult to see bow 
the eh^ngt from this system to nstional represenuAion is ever to meur. We regard 
any system of communal electorates, therefore, as a very serious hindrance to the 
devetopineBt of the self-governing principle. The evils of sny esiension of the 
system are plain.” 
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These are the words of the Monta^-Chelmsford report. But what 
did they end in practice? When the Indians sat at a conference at 
Lucknow, what was the agreement arrived at? The Muhammadans 
were to be given a separate electorate to the extent of 48 jier cent. 
That was what they adopted in the end, and that was inaugurated b> 
the lieformed Council all over the land, and what has it done? Are the 
Muhammadans who have been returned to this Council fanatical ruffians? 
Are they in any way liehind in the race for progress? I ask the Coun- 
cil to consider this que.stion seiiously, and 1 pause for a reply. 

It has l)eeii said that it is not Maulvi Nasim Afi but Khan Bahadur 
Jogendra .(/bunder Chose (Laughter) — I beg the memb4*r’s pardon, I 
meant Hai Bahadur — who rejiresents the Muhammadans. 1 request you 
in all seriousness to consider the fact that, at the All-India Conference at 
Jjucknow, it was decided that the Hindus and Muhammadans should g(> 
to the Reformed (h)uncils by separate electorates. If there is communal 
representation at the very top, I mean in the enlarged ('ouncil wdiieh, 
acc{H(ling to the Tlon’hle Minister, is a golden turret, I fail to under- 
stand why it should not l)e applied to the lower strata where it is the seed- 
plot? Mr. (Gladstone says — 

MuiiicipHl itiHiituiionK an* tiu* Ke4*(l*|>l()ts upon wliuli uiiil aroiiiul which are 
develojHHl ttuise habits of tliou^ht and tlial Uotiper of mind which constitute the 
noblest heritage of a nation. 

And still do m\ Hindu friends desire to exclude Muhammadans from 
the municipal or district boards? I think that, if the Muhammadans 
eonnoi enter into the above boards by the door of the mixed eleidorate, 
they should be allowed tf) enter through a se|)arate (dectorate or (‘om- 
munal representation. If communal representation has succeeded at 
the very top, at the golden turret, nccojding to the Hnn’ble Minister, it 
must succeed at the bottom, in the district hoards and municipalities. 
The Hon’ble Minister apprehends that if communal representation is 
adopted in the municipal system of Calcutta, it will have to be extended 
at no distant date to the mufa.ssal municipalities and, perhaps, to the 
district Ixiards of the Province. I submit that (jovernment have seen 
the wisdom of the polic'y which they have inaugurated and which is 
working well in the land, and there is absolutely no reason why that 
policy should not he followed in every re«|>ect in the institutions lower 
down. Therefore, I think that communal representation is a neces.sity 
at the present raonfent. Through it the Muhammadans will l>e allowed 
to enter into the jwrtals of the (''alcutta Municipality where they will be 
able, as Mr. (Hadstone says, to develop thorn* habits of thought and that 
tem|>er ol mind which con.stitute the noblest heritage of a nation. Are 
you going to deny us that pgrivilege? I do not think any sane man 
would do that, and I ho|»e and trust the llon’ble Minister would see his 
way to give us with a liberal hand a separate or communal representa- 
tion on the Calcutta (k>rporation. A Muhammadan may very well be 
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elected by the general constituency^ i.r.« both by Hindus and MuKaiii<- 
madans, but he is not a pro|H»r representative Muhammadan. Proper 
representatives would he those who are recognised by the MuhammadauM 
themselves as such and not by the Hindus. We want a true Muham- 
madan who ought to 1 m' on the ('oriH>rHtion tt» acsjuire that thought and 
teiujH*r of mind whi<’li is the noblest heritage of a nation. 

MINISTER in ohtrge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (tho 
Hon*ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): With your lea\e. ! desire to intervene 
at this stage to l)ring*to the notice of the Council an iiu|K)rtutit asjMHt 
in conneidion with a (jnestion of piiK’edure relating to the discussion ol 
the Hill. I am afraid iiiaiiy of my friends who preceded me have rather 
overlooked this question of procedure. 

I can well appreciate that sp<‘akers on either side woubi feel strongly 
on a (|uestion lil^e this and that some of tbt' Mniiammadan members 
would ft*el the necessity of entering a stnmg cavt*at at tins stage. 1 
swiipatluse with iny Muiiaininadan friends ainl sjM'cially uilh tlmw of 
them, alio think that t h(‘ir* iiiteiests at the ( 'or poiat ion can only he safe- 
gnanb*<l by means of corniniina! representation. 1 can <*(jnall,\ appr(*ci- 
ale the feelings rnan.\ of* the ineiiilHOs of the il who tlnnk that 

(oniniunal lepie.sentation will iiMaid the development of national nleals. 
It Is lint natural tliat s|)cakers from <*itli(‘r side should gi*t up and [iress 
their own i»oiht of view before the House. Hut although it would Ik* a 
tiatntal attitude to taktq 1 a]*]>eal to the memlHMs who yet intend to take 
part in this lengthy d(*bate to refrain from doing so at this stage of the 

Hill. 

What IS the present motion befoie us? The pres<*nt motion is that 
the Hill be circulateil. We shall have another op|M>rlnnity for (b*hate, 
perliaps a full dress debate. Hut even now feeling nias so high that 
it was (on.sidered necessary to enter a strong caveat. That <av<‘at has 
been entered, why prolong the hitterrie.ss ? The Ifon’hle Minister in 
charge (jf the Department of I^<»cal SelMiovernment , in explaining the 
principles of the Hill, put forward his reasoiiH as to why he W'us against 
communal representation, and, if 1 may say so, it was jM'rfeclly right that 
my friend Mr. Salam should get up and protest against some of the pro- 
visions, and I am afraid f cannot appreciat** why a divisum was called 
for at that stage. 

The debate has been going on from yesterday, and I cannot say that 
it has altogether been free from acrimony, I freely acknowbsdge that 
many speakers on Isith sides have sjaikeii with tlie utmost moderulion 
and self-restraint, but the fact also remains that there w'ere s[H*akers who 
did not olwerve mmleration in their remarks.. The present motion is that 
the Bill be circulated for eliciting public opinion thereon ; after that, 
there wiH be the Select Committee stage. Then the Hill will be taken, 
clause by clause, before this very House. The question is certainly an 
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important one ; but will anybody gain anything by introducing unneces- 
Jary heat into the discussion at this stage. Will either community gain 
anything by starting this quarrel prematurely? I fully appreciate tlie 
importance of the view j)ut forward by members on either side, but we 
have been debating over this question the whole of yesterday ; we have 
started the debate again to-day and I understand there are still more 
than a dozen speakers who W'ish to speak on the subject. But I appeal 
to them not to speak any more. It would only make the matter moie 
difficult of solution. It would Ik* difficult to come to a compromise, ii 
you go on (juarrelling at thi.s initial stage. If a c/nnproraise be impo>- 
sible now, even then you have the final stage to fight it o it. We know 
in the past between two somewdiat hett‘rogeneous biKlies, namely, the 
Indian National Congress, of wdiich I was a member for many man\ 
years, and the Mo.slem League, the que.stion of coininiinal representa- 
tion was settled for the whole of India and the differept provinces in a 
spirit of compromise and toleration. 

These bwlies, although they are very important bmlies, have not the 
same well-defined constitution as this Council has, and in that sense, they 
are heterogi'iu'ous bodies as coni)»arcd to this Tfouse. Surely, is it not 
possible, is it too much to expect that the members of this House, who 
have come here on the free vote of their constitupncie*i. should give up 
bitterness and should meet each other, consider and settle this matter in 
a spirit of friendliness and compromise? (“Hear.'’ “li(‘i»r.’“) If that 
lie the desire of the members of the House, then the best thing they could 
do is to dro]» tiie dehate. They have entered their piotcst, their caveat 
is there. You may start talk of compromise to-morrow ; and speaking for 
myself, I may assure my friends im both sides that 1 shall try my be.st to 
bring about a compromise, whatever the differences on the subji^may be. 
(Hear,” “bear.”) I think. I can speak on behalf of tlie Hon’hle Sir 
Abd-ur-Rahim, whom, unfortunately, I do not find here that he wdll also 
try to help us; and I am .sure mv friends, the Hon’hle Nawab Saivid 
Nawab Ali Chaudhuri and the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea will 
also join us and try to bring about a comjuomise. I appeal to the 
meinberfi of this Council — let there be no further speeches, and let the 
question be put and passed without a division. There are persons in this 
Council who have no self-interest in this matter — they are third parties so 
to say — I refer to Mr. Watson-Sinyth and his party. If nece>?sarv, we 
may call them in to help us although I sincerely hope it will not 
necewary to do so, I once more appeal to the House to drop the debate. 

Bal^ TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: In view of what the Hon^ble 
the Minister in charge of Kdm ation has said, I beg to move that the 
(|ii(vition be now put. 

Tlw DERUTY-PREilDlENT (BilHi Surendra Nath Ray): I think 
that the principles of the Bill should be further discussed. I now call 
upon Mr. Watson-Smyth to speak. 
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TIN Hoffblt Mr. P. C. MITTER: As a iiietii)>er has asked that ihc^ 
(|UC«tion be now j»ui, may I inquire whether the (’hair luis eouMidered itP 

TIM DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: Yes; the discussion should continue, 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: 1 rise to a point of order. The 
Deputy-President has already passed his order that the diseusiion should 
<ontinue and it cannot be rt‘-opencd. 

Mr. R. M. WAT80M.BMYTH: My first W(nds must Is* ones «if con- 
jrratulation to my friend the Hon’ble Mover on the production* ho smin 
after his accession to office, ot this most important Hill. It is indeful a 
weighty jiiece of lefrislature, sufficient in si7.e to appall even (he stoutc'st- 
hearted of the SeV*ct Committee appointed to deal with it. It is, us I 
vnid. a Hill of ^rea^ importam e, and in passinjr, 1 will ask (he Minister 
in chury?e to prive plenty of time for delilierate consideration to those 
whose opinion he wishes to ai»k. If the opinions of public bodies are to 1 h» 
worth havinjj, they can only be driven after consiclerin^r the Hill and all 
Its r>(KI clau.ses very carefully, and to do this, especially in the pressure 
of woik*of the (’alcuWa cold weather, plenty of time is re(|uired. I will, 
of (ourse, support the motion that this Hill 1 m* refer n‘il, as it is, to a 
Select (’ommitU»e, and I do not jiropose at the present staj^e to cnlicme it 
III any way at all, (Vilicisni at present seems to me to Im* somewhat 
firemature, and there will be plenty of time later for all to say unythiiif? 
they have to say, and, if neces.sary, to try and pet the Hill amended in 
accordance with their wishes. 

Imleeil. Sir, 1 would not hav«* spoken at all except that tlie delnite 
has broupht very prominently into notice the tiuestion of communal 
lepresentatiop, and I think it a.s well, at this stupe, if I (ell (he Ibmso 
what the view of 1he Henpal (^hamlrer is on (his subject. The I ion 'hie 
Minister in charpe in his openinp speech referred at preal lenpth to l om- 
niunul representation and ({uoted seveml pas.supes from the Moiiiapu- 
Chelmsford Keport tliereby strivinp to prove that communal re[ireHeiitH- 
tion IS had and stands in the way of any preat national effort. I do not 
(juurrel with the ideal which he put forward: I do not dispute that if 
coinmunal representation could be done away w'ith, it would mean that 
India hud advanced to a far hipher plane than that on^wdiicdi she stands 
at present. I do not for a moment deny that the state of hro1herhw>d, 
as de.scTibed m eloquently by the Hon’ble Mover, is the poal to which we 
should all strive. I am presuminp of course that that hmtherhmsl in- 
cludes us, KurojMt^ans, althouph, I repret, that n(» s|»eaker has so far said 
"o. There can be no doubt that the ideal sJate of thinps would be a 
triangular contest with a Hindu, a Muhammadan and a European candi- 
date, with> certainty that the most qualified, most representative and 
the best man, would win. We cannot, however, blind ourselves to 
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•ffretmi couditians. The ideal described by the Hon’ble Mover is iiiHK).sj,i. 
ide under the existing state of things. That it will come in time, 
all hope. That it is not possible at the present we are all perfectly awau* 
in our hearts. The only protection for minorities, the only chance (»f 
them not being swamped at the polls is, in our opinion, communal ele( to- 
rates. We, Europeans, fought for that in the Reforms Scheme, and we 
carried our point, and nothing has arisen since to make us change our 
minds. 

As regards our representation under this Bill I Jhave nothing to say at 
the moment, except that I do not consider that seats given to the Chamber 
of Commerce or the Trades AsscM’iation constitute communal representu- 
tion at all. It is the representation of certiun large interests given in 
a way which practically amounts to nomination. 1 do not say, that we, 
Europeans, want a communal electorate under this Bi)l, personally I do 
not want it, but when my Muhammadan friends raise this point of 
communal representation then I must say that in theory we supiH)rt them. 
If they w’ant communal electorates, being dissatisfied w ith the alternatne 
offered them in the Bill, then they should have them. The time has !H»t 
yet come to give up that system w'hich is o powerful protection to com- 
munities which are in a hopeless minority. 

At the same time I w’ould warn my Muhammadan friends that a 
communal electorate constitutes a possible danger us well as a blessing. 
They have Extremists in their community w ho might obtain control over 
a communal electorate, but would have little chance in a general electo- 
rate. That, however, from my point of view is their business, and not 
mine. In the abstract I support communal representation, if any com- 
munity hojH*lessly in a minority diMimnds it, and if in future stage of 
this Bill, the Government fail to convince the Muhammadan community 
that their interests are safeguarded by the Bill as it stands or as it may 
be amended, and if my Muhammadan friends insi.st on commufial re- 
presentation and carry this demand to a division of this House, I and my 
colleagues from the Bengal Chamber will go into the division lobby 
with them. 

1 

Momi A. 4. PUGH: While not wishing to detract in any way from 
the credit that is due to the Hon’hle Minister and the officers mentioned 
by him for the work done in connection with this Bill, I think that some 
credit should alsp be given to the mueh-abused ror]>oration at whose 
instance it has been introduced. (“Hear,** “hear."’) In this year 1918. 
a Bill, which had been prepared so fur liack as 1911 or 1912, was submitted 
to the Corporation for consideration. It considered that Bill which had 
been aent to it and drew’ up n re|>ort re<’onimending the constitution 
which ii now put before ytm ; and this was done Wfore the Government 
of India Bill was either passed into an Act or even considered by the 
Iniat OoBBittitiee of both Houses of Parliament ; and the proposals of the 
Oorporation are the basis on which the present Bill has been framed* 
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1 desire to *ny a few words in oonnertion with four {Mints ; they are-—* 

(1) the extension of the boundaries; 

(2) Muhammadan represtuitation ; 

(r't) Eurojieau representation; and 

(4) a few matters that niif^ht have Imh*ii ineluded in the Hill. 

As re^^ards the prt^sent iKUindaries, the muiiieipalities with which we 
are coneerned are the munieipalities of Garden lieneh, Maiiiktallu and 
(’oHsipore-Chitpui . 'l*lie boundary line on the South is an inm^ciiiary line 
extending across the water o(-the Dm'ks. The (’onferenee, which was 
held to prevent the importation of diseases, r<M'ommended that the ])(H^ka 
should l>e brou^fht within the jurisdiction of the Galcuttu Munic}()ulity. 
Water is supplied to the ships by the ('alcutta Municipality, and there 
IS every reason wli^* the J)ocks shiuild come within the jurisdiction of 
i'ah'utta. Then, as reg'ards Maniktalla, the (^>orporut ion of (hdcutta 
desires to spend money for improving the health and sanitation of this 
adjoining municipality, and a visit to this municipality will convince 
un> one that it is absolutely necessary to Calcutta that this municipality 
shoubi be brought within* our jurisdic tion and the municipality pro|M»rly 
flraimnl and residential accommodation provided for the overcrowding 
in Calcutta. 

• 

Ah regards the Cossipore-Chitpur Muiiicijiality, the Talla station ia 
situated on land wdthin the jurisdiction of the (’alcutta-Chitpur Muniri- 
pabt\ and both municipalities have lM*en engaged in fighting a caae at 
the rat<‘payers’ expense up to the Privy Council on the seemingly uiiim- 
IMirtant (juestion as to whether the tank is machinery. I am glad that 
this litigation has now’ come to an end and that no further demand will 
U* made on the ratefNiyers. Then again, I need only |K»int out the 
large hut filthy area cK'Cupied as the Cattle and Horse Market. Hen* is 
an enormous area awaiting development but the owners of these lands 
say that they prefer to have it occupied by cattle and horses instead of 
by human lieings. It is highly objectionable to have a well-drained and 
healthy city like ('alcutta suiTound«»d by unhealthy and badly draini*d 
municipalities w’hose inhabitants have nil the amenities of ('alcutta during 
the day without paying any taxes and are at perfect lila'rty to import 
as many diseases and ins<»cts as they please. What is the answer to the 
projKisals? The residents say that their taxes w ill be inc^reased, but it has 
l>een shown that the increase will lie v€*rj' slight and the municipalities 
concerned say that they will lose a portion of the revenue if these areas 
are removed from their jurisdiction. The municipalities concerned are 
unable to improve the sanitation of these areas and, therefore, they e4Mi- 
not complain if they are made over to the Calbutts Corporation who ara 
willing to spend money upon them. And what is the answer of the 
Hcm'bie Minister P His sole reason for objection is that tbe resident# 
do not agree to the change I In this connection, 1 would like to reltr 

E B 1 
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Ho the Hon’ble Mininter’s remark in his opening speech which reads a> 

tollowH : — 

The time for the revision of the Act soon drew near, and when it was revised m 
1HH8, the suburbs were included within the Calcutta Municipal areas. The measure 
gave rise to some little agitation, but the boon was soon recognised. 

I unk the Hon'ble Minister to re{>eat the experiment and insist on the 
peo])le concerned accepting the boon which the Calcutta Corporation 
desire to confer upon them. 

I next come to the question of Muhammadan representation. The 
(corporation decided to support communal representation, but were 
against a special electorate, on the ground that there was hardly any 
oicusion on which there would be a diversity of religious inteiests ii* 
municipal afl'airs. I feel bound to point out, however, that since that 
time two important events have happened. One is^the passing of the 
Covemment of India Act which has recogni.sed, w’hether rightly or 
wrongly, the principle of communal electorates. The other event is the 
persistency with whicdi a resolution has been moved by the (Virpoiation to 
prohibit the slaughter of cows. This is a matter uj>on which real 
Muhammadan opinion should undoubtedly be heard and 1 think that oui 
thanks are due to Ilabu Amulya Dhone Addy for bringing the (juestion of 
the possibility of the diversity of Hindu and Muhammadan interests so 
[n’ominently and promptly before us. 

As n‘gards Euro|>ean repre.sentation, 1 have always bt*en a strong 
ailvocate for ('ommunal representation for Kurojieaiis, owing to their 
unit|ue position and our desire to see that the high character of the ad- 
ministration is maintained. I. however, am not in favour of the whole of 
the European spe< ial representation which has been granted, being given 
to institutions like the Bengal Chamlier of ('ommerce and Trades 
Association. While not wishing to detract in any way from the goml 
work W’hicli has been done hy Memliers of these Associations sitting on 
the (^or|Miration in the past, I venture to suggest that this gisxl work 
could also l>e done hy .lourmilists. IXn tors, Engineers, Eilucationists 
and even I>awyers. The (J'hamher has always found a diftii'iilty in getting 
members to agree to sit on the (’orporatioii. The Kiirope4in (General 
Electorate will have no such difficulty and on behalf of the Europeans I 
represent, I demand that a iHirtioii of the seals reser%*ed for these two 
Assoiuation.s shouhl be thrown open to the general biwly of hmropeuns. 
When this principle ha.s been recognised by the (b)vernment of India 
Act, I do not s<*e why the liHal Government .should ignore it in the 
present Act. 

I next come to a few matters which I should like to have seen embodied 
in the Act, ‘ 

As regards housing, I should like to have seen wider powers given to 
the municipality to cope with the housing problem. Chapter 38 providee 
for aanitary dwellings for the poorer claesee. I should like to enlarge 
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UiMO provisions. I am to see that power has been f^iven to prevents 
profiteering in foodstuffs and fuel to the detriment of the public. More 
power should be given to the Corporation to provide for quick and cheap 
transport for the public without which it is impossible to tackle the 
problem of congestion or exjiausion. Distant parts must Ik^ bmught 
within easy reach of the city and the example of the city of London might 
well be followed. 

It may seriously be considered whether power should not be given \o 
the ('orporation to ii^terfere in industrial disputes when such disputes 
injuriously affect public sendees of tlie town, like the (las Sujqdy, (he 
Kle<‘tric Supply and the Tram Strike, etc. 

I should like to inquire whether it i.s not jHissiblc for the holding of 
eleetions in such a manner that instead of all the elections lieing held at 
the one time cverf three years, elei tions for some ot the const ilnencies 
should take place every ^^ear. This will secure a very necessary saieguard, 
namely, continuity of pidicy. A small efHcient Klei toral Depaitment 
would soon get trained to work from year to year with the result that the 
electoral Itoll can be kept up to date and it would la* unnecessary to 
engage extra inexperiem ^d hands f<»r a short period every tliice >eurs. 

AmTthcr suggestion 1 w’ould make is that provision shoubl be made 
to arouse a littb* more civic int4*re.st itmongst ratepayers. J'his coubl be 
done l.'v allowfng standing and other committi'es like district commit- 
tees to co-ojit for a j>erio<l, two or three members from the rate- 
payers who take an interest in publh* munici[ml affairs. 

As regards Finance, clause's lOii and 11(1 dealing with 1 inume, 
jnescni a serious question to my mind. Why should it be nece-isary to 
have to go to the (jovernmerit of India for sanction for bsal loans 
Provincial autonomy, specially in finam ing affairs, is desirable more 
<*s|>ecially after the treat nient Bengal has received from the Govern- 
ment of India regarding financial difficulties of the JVovinci*. 'I’he 
sanction of the local Government ought to Iw enough so far as :he 
('orjsuation is coiuerned. In giving siuh sanction the bsnl Govern- 
merit would, no doubt, consider the possibility <»f raising a loan on the 
conditions it inifsises, or whether such biaiis would clash with any (iov- 
ernment of India loans; w-e may (>erhaps cmnsult the Government of 
India on the.sc points. But it is not necessary for the* (’orporation to 
depend on the sanction of Dcdhi, even for its loans. 

In conclusion, I may express the hope that this measure may l»e 
taken up and passed into law after due c'onsiderut ion and W'ithoiii 
unnecessary delay. It is already, at least 10 years overdue. 

Babtl JATINORA NATH BASUs I join*other members in congra- 
tulating the Hon*ble Minister for bringing in this measure so soon 
after the new Government was brrHight into l>eing. The measure has 
been called for a number of years and one Calctitta Municipal Htil w is * 
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"drafted in 1917. There has been a great deal of discussion on thig 
Bill in this Council. The time of the Council has been taken up in dis- 
cussing whether there should be communal representation for Muham- 
madans or not. We, citizens of Calcutta, are not much concerned 
with the question whether there should be communal representation or 
not; what we want is good and clean roads, good and plentiful supply 
of water, the proper lighting of our roads and other municipal conve- 
niences. For that purpose we want that the best men should be our 
representatives on the Corporation. In past ye^rs there have been 
men of different creeds and communities who went to the Corporation, 
not because they were followers of particular creeds, but because they 
had proved by their worth and work that they deserved the confidence 
of their fellow-citizens. We had J. G. Apcar, Maneckjee Rustomjee, 
Shirley Tremearin*, Badruddin Haidar and others; tl^ese men belonged 
to different communities. It was not necessary for them to be returned 
by some particular communities in order to enable them to take an 
interest in the welfare of the citizens of Calcutta. 

I have carefully followed some of the speeches that have been deli- 
vered, but it has not been made clear in what respect special communal 
interests reipiired special representation as regards civic matters. 
Mr. N asim Ali went so far as to state that the Muhammadan ratepayers 
were neglected; that is a statement without any jMstificatiim or 
warrant. Mr. 11. S. Suhrawardy has stated that the want of communal 
representation has resulted in the fact that Muhammadans are not suffi- 
ciently represented on the staff of the Ciirporation ; but that is not a 
matter of constitution; it is a matter of administration with which the 
constitutional question which is being discussed has nothing to do. 
As a citiz<*n of ( ulcutta what we are ciMicerned with is that the ultimate 
p(>wer should be vested in the representatives of the people. The 
Hon'ble Minister has stated that that is what he has attempted to do 
in the Bill. But there are some sections, particularly regards 
Afwessment and the Health Department, in which certain authorities 
mentioned in the Bill are vested with power to de^il finally with muni- 
cipal questions that arise; the Corporation has no authority to over- 
ride or control them. That is creating ctwordinate authorities to which 
we have been objecting. Then as regards assessment of Government 
lands and propt»rty behmging to the Port Trust, provision is made that 
a special prm'ednre should h} followwl, and not the ordinary procedure. 
This will be an extraordinary provision : there is no reason why in assess- 
ing Government profwrty and Port Commissioners’ property, the ordi- 
nary pnK'edure should not be followed. Then as regards the method 
of assessment, under the ,Act of 1888, a new principle was introduced 
under which rented pn^perty and property resided in by owners were 
assessed on different principles. There was great objection to the in- 
troduction of that principle because all over the world property is ordi- 
narily valuwl for the purfiose of rating on a rental basis. I would 
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f^que^i the Hon'ble Minister to make the principle of assessment ubw 
form so far as rating is conoerned. We have also the peculiar proce- 
dure under which the taxes for a holding are realised on two bills; the 
entire taxes are divided into two halves, and there is a bill. for each half* 
one is the owner's bill, and the other the occupier’s bill. This causes 
hardship in many cases and acts us a deterrent to the development of 
the town. It frequently happens that a long lease of land is obtained 
from the owner by the lessee, who erects buildings far exceeding in 
value the value of the land. It w’ould be a hardship on the owner of the 
land if he has to pay a half share of the rates for the entire holding : the 
rent the owner nneives for the land is probably fixed for a lon^ period, 
while the nit(»s may gradually go on increasing with the increase of rents 
derived from the buildings. Mr. Pugh has spoken as regards increas- 
ing the area of the municipality. He has told tin* Coum il that from the 
jKiint of view’ of tli^ health of the city it is necessary that the mljoining 
municipalities should lx* controlled by the Corporation of ('aleutta. 
It you ( loss the Ixmlers of Clacutta you will immediately sei» the differ- 
enie. He has mentioned the case of the Possipore-C’hitpur Municipality; 
there are (uttle yards and warehouses there which would not l)e permit- 
fe<I in rulcutta. It is just Wcause they are across the border that they 
are permitted. It w’ill also be noticed that a great many of the residents 
ol those municipalities spend most of their time and earn thidr living 
in (’alcutta. It is therefore necessary. Ixith for the development and 
healtli of both areas, that the> should Im‘ brought under one Oorimration. 
It i.ia\ now be a (juestion of finaru'e but there should be u piovnloii in 
the .Act which would eiiubb* the Local Self-(}(»vernment Department to 
in< !(tde these suburban munici^mlities within the area of the town. 
Mr. Pugh also pointed out that there is no provision in he Bill for the 
working b> the (’ori>oration of traiisfiort system, or of other syatoiiiM 
such as, lighting, gas, electricity, an<l I would urge uikmi the attention of 
the Hon’ble Minister that loans may be niisiMl for these pur|K)ses, and 
thf* loans may be repaid out of the profits made out of th(» w'urklfig. In 
some » f the large municipalities in Liiglarid thi‘re is provision for the 
municipal working of these sysUMus. There should lx* ]»rovision in the 
A<*t f<u- raising loans for such purfxises. 

There are w^venil other matters which iiiten*st the citi*ens of Cal- 
cutta, hut if I were to tell the Council ulxiul them, it will take a great 
deal of time. I therefore re(|iiest the Hon’hle Miiiistf*r to take into con- 
sideration the several meters that I have mentioned, as they do affect 
the welfare of the eitiaens. 

Mr. M. A. STARK 8 This Council has had hut little time to consider 
and diw'uss the principles of the Bill, and I doubt whether the members 
of the Council have had time to consult the constituencies whose views 
and w’ishes they are requinxl to voice. The text of the Bill has not been 
long in our hands. We have, hciwever, been dis<*tisstng it. It is onljT 
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•proper that the larger circle outside this Council should have an oppor- 
tunity to examine its details. Communal representation and reserved 
seats on the municipal council will doubtless be considered by all. as well 
as the omission of certain constituencies and interests from the Bill as it 
now stands. I do not wish to say very much on the subject mm, but il 
certain communities and interests are to be given reserved seals, I claim 
that the same privilege should be given to my community, most of whom 
are paying niunicijMil raters and taxes. There is not, however, much to 
be gained by a discussion in this (’hamber to-day. 1 therefore suppoit 
the motion that the Bill In* circulated to elicit public opinion. 

Mfi W, Ri RAE: I support the resolution before the House, that the 
Bill be circulated for approval. I am glad that that is all we are called 
upon to-day to decide, and 1 trust the nieiiibers of the House, particularly 
the Muhummaduit iiieiubers will not vote against the ’esolutioii simpl\ 
because the Bill does not provide for communal electorates, which the\ 
so earnestly and unitedly desire. I have followed the s[»eeches which 
have been made so far very closely, and iindouhtedly this question of th(‘ 
Muhamniudun electorate overshadows all else in the Hill. I am indeed 
strongly impressed with the unanimity and the aj)parent sinc-eiitv of the 
demand hy the Muhamma<ians for their own electorate, and 1 le»;d that 
this demand must he most carefully and most syinpatfieticallv considerecl. 
So far at I have heard not a single Muhammadan has spoken in favour 

a genenil electorate f(H’ the Muhammadan members, except perhaps 
Dr. llussan Suhraw'jird) and he w ill only ac’cept it if the number is raised 
from Hi to 1*0 and he will he lucky if he gets it. I Imve dc( ided. therefore 
in the meantime, t<» ket‘p an o|H*n mind on the suhjm t, ami whim the time 
comes to v<jle, I will at h‘us( be able to say tliat 1 havi* Inmestly ami 
fairly consMlere^l the (piestion. As the s|>eeches so far hii\e ]nincipally 
dealt with the sidqtM-t of Muhammadan representation, veiy few* of the 
speakers have refernsl to any of the many important matters in the 
Bill, I think I may safely take it that the Bill generally meets with 
approval. In this connection, 1 would just like to gratefully ackin w leilge 
the debt we ail ow(‘ to Mr. l*ayne for the tremendous trouble and real 
hard work that he has put into this Bill. I am compelled, ht»wever, to 
enter an emphatic protest aguin.st the rejection of the Cabutta (V»r|>on4- 
tifMi’s i)r(»[M>sal to inclmle ('ossi]H>re-(’hitpur Maniktalla, Hanlen Beach 
and other tmtlying areas in the Bill, as w ithin the limits of (alcutta ami 
1 am totally unable tt> a< cept or even appreciate the Uoii’ble Minister’s 
reasons given in his s}HH»ch. It np|M»ars that the chairmen and vice- 
('hairmeu of the.se mumcijuilities were invited to a conference and thev 
assured the Hon’ble Minister that they and their constitneiits were 
o|i|iOise<) to the change, and (auisetiuently the proposed inclusion of the.se 
amis within ilie municipal limits of Dah utta has Wn rejes ted. I think 
that the Hon’hle Minister in this matter has shown, for him, a most 
iinusuai lack of courage. The op}>osition of the liK al officials ami their 
friends and supporters was only tt> lie exy>et*te<l. The Hon’ble Minister 
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himself has told us that the inolusion of the suburbs, within the municipal 
area in 1888, gave rise to some little agitation, but that the l)oon was 
Hoon recognised. It is a matter of common history everywhere that 
proposals to extend the boundaries of a great city are always op{HKsei! 
by the officials of the areas proposed to he annexed, hut such petty 
op|»osition must not be allowed to stand in the w'av of the growth of 
Calcutta, the premier city in the East and the second city in the Empire, 
and of whicdi we are all so proud. When the Bill comes to be discussed 
in detail this question must he thoroughly fought out. 

With regard to the increase in tin* number of the members of the 
('orp(»ration from hO to 80, 1 suppose we imist accept the* proposal, 
although, personally, I regret it, for in njy opinion, the larger the 
(\>uiu*il, the more unwieldy it is, and more inefficient it becomes; “ in a 
ntuititude of councillors there is not alwin^j wisdom.’* 

I admit the many deficiencies and shortcomings of the present 
municipal Act, hut it was a goml working A< t, ami much good wank has 
been done for the city sinye its imaqition. It was born at a lime when 
efficiency was the watchword, and the changes whi<'h were carried 
out wen* dictated by that consideration and that consideration alone. 
Now the watchwm'd of the jiresciit geiieratjon is “sclf-determinut ion*’ 
and when the changes that arc being madi*, are lH‘ing dictatetl by 
a desire lor popular self-government, and by that alone. 1 would ask 
the (’ouucil to rememher at tlie same time the great need for efiiciency 
if tlie services of the city are to be projierly and sat isfactm’ily carried 
out. 

With these words, I support the motion that the Bill be circulated 
tor public opinion. 


Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY: I coiigrat iiiate the llou’ble Sir 
Suremlra Nath Baiierjea on the iiitiodiiction ot the ('ah utla Municipal 
Bill. Tlie memory of (he agitation, wdiicli <onvtiUed (’alciitta on the 
{M'(‘asion of the ]>assiiig of the c*Msting f'alcutta Municipal Act, in the 
teeth of non-offi(’ial opposition with a view to < iirtail the < ivic trcedcmi 
t»f the citizens of ('alcutta, lia» not faded in spite of the lapse of lime. 
The llon'ble Minister has tobi us in a vi>i<'e that is still ringing in our 
ears that his faith in the ultimate triuiiiph of the piiricipleH of Imal 
self-government iiev(*r for -took him aiiiiilst the darkness and ihsfiair iif 
defeat. The ways of Pntviderice are iiiscrutahle, and it has been left to 
Sir Surendra Nath Bunerjeu to intrmlucc the new Birt and deniolish the 
fabric which was reared up by the unrelenting hands of Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie, and lay the foumhition of a new edifice w’hich he justly 
characterises as the temple of civic freeflom in (*alcuttu. 

yjt appears that considerable heat has l>eeb introduced into (he delaite 
o^r the question of coiiiniunal representation. It was a misfortune to 
us to listen to the sp<»ech of Mr. Nasini Ali last evening, which I am 
bound to say was cmiceived in a vein least ex|»ectetfl from him. As 
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regardn communal representation the principle is recognised that 
Muhammadans are entitled to separate representation; that right has 
l)een conceiled so far as representation in the Bengal Council is concerned. 
No one disputes that proposition for one single moment, but so far a.s 
1 can gather from the speeches which it has been my privilege to listen 
to, it transpires that there is a consensus of opinion among Muhammadans 
against the system of mixed electorates. Well, this is a matter in which 
it is necessary and desirable in all conscience that Muhammadan feelings 
and sentiments ought to In* resiHH-ted. It appears from the Bill that 
while a separat(‘ mixed electorate for the representation of Muhammadan 
inteiests has lH*en provided, no separate electorate has at all been 
provided for the Hindu community. In the Bill, as it stands, in wards 
like (’olootolla, where the Muhammadans predominate, 4 seats have been 
provided. Under this system of mixed electorates the door will remain 
open to Muhammadans not only to 13 seats, but a g(M>d deal more. If 
the system of mixed electorates is not regarded by the 'Muhammadans as 
a boon, do not for heaven’s sake, thrust it upon them. I am hen* as the 
rcjneseiitative of a siH*cial electorate. You Can easily understand my 
embarrassment when my views are against communal representation of 
classes. My t'rietid, Babu Amulya Dhone Addy, yesterday, on the analogy 
of the procedur(‘ which is followed in the matter of (\)uncil elei tioh, has 
made a demand on behalf of the Bengal National (’hamber of (’ommerce. 
It is only natural that he should do so, ctuning, as he d^es, from (he 
Bengal National (liainWr of (’ommerce. He has al.m) advocated the 
cause of (he Marwari Association, hut he has omited to mention the 
claims of the Bengal Mahajan Sabha which I have the hofiour to leprescuit. 

I do not tor a in<»nient suggest (hat (he omissidii was intentional, hut I 
say this, and say it tleliWrately, that although I am here as a representa- 
tive (d Indian commerce through a sjH*cial electorate, the .same principle 
should not govern the case of elections to the Uorporution of Calcutta 
because I cannot forget bn* one moment that Calcutta is n»)t Bengal; but 
if. as a matter <»f fact, coniiiiumtl representation in the case of the 
commercial community iscofH‘eded, I shall be the first person t<» advocate 
the (luims of the Bengal Mahajan Sabha in this respect. I am against 
(‘ommunal represt*ntalion for (his reason. I find several sjHUikers 
udvoeftting the cause of the Marwari community. What is there to 
prevent the Parsis from making a demand for separate representation^ 
What is (here to prevent the (^hiiiese, the Bhatius and other communities 
from advancing their claims for separate n*presentation? It will the 
turn of the Indian (’hristians next. My friend, the representative of 
IdilMHir, has already advaneed a claim on behalf oJ (he lalniuring tdasses. 
If this is eonceded, 1 do not know where the matter will end. 

With regard to the prorisions of the Bill, it is gratifying to know 
that the number of commissioners has been increased from 60 to 80 out 
of which nine-tenths are to be electtnl and three- fourths by the general 
electorate. Surely, this is a distinct step towards democrat isiug the 



mi ] ' CAix:!UiTA MnNiriPAL bili.. m 

Corporation of Calcutta and we are grateful to Sir Suretidra Nat)^ 
Banerjea for this step. 

I find that the question of adulteration has been^ealt with in this 
Bill. It is a question of great importance and it is a pity that sufficient 
attention has not been given to a (|uestioii of this kind. 1 find from 
the statement of objects and reasons that the questitm <if food adultera- 
tion has been dealt with in a more comprehensive maiuiei than hitherto,^ 
'rhe definition of adulteration has l)een inserted in clause il, ifut 1 ask 
this House seriously to consitler, whether it would stop adulteration by 
merely widening th^ definition of the word adulteration. Far from it. 

If you will turn your eyes to the chapter on penalties, you wilj fiml that 
only a maximum fine of Its. ‘J(M) has been provided I'or the offence of 
adulteration. Will that he sufficient to stop adulteration P It is my 
firm convietion that it will not. I had otM^asion to ask oiu» of the ghee 
merchants, aftei^tlu* introduction of the Bengal (ihee Adulteration Ac t, 
as to what they would do now that adulteration hail been penalised under 
the A<‘t. He said that it would not deter him at all, for the very simple 
reason that the offence hrfd been penalised with a fine and a fine which 
was nothing but a flea-bite to him. He said that he was making 
Rs. lO.tKK) from adulteration and what did it matter to him if he had to 
pay c»nly Us. 2(M) as fine. I appeal to Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea to 
ciinsider the question of penalt\ for the offence of adulteration. Fnless 
a penalty oC imjiri.sonment at the discretion of the Magistrate for an 
offence of adulteration is provided, 1 regret t»» point out that adultera- 
tion will not cease.* You might remember the occasion when some pro- 
minent citizens of (’alcuttn waited in deputation on Ills l**xcellency the 
tfovernor of Bengal when he issued an ordinance for stopping the 
adulteration of ghee, as an emergent measure. 'I'hat ordiname as is 
well known to many of us failed to achieve the objei 1 for which it was 
promulgated. 

There is another (juestion, the fjuestion of abatement of miisam’eH. 
Kvery one knows to what an extent the people of Cah iitta are being 
displaced on account of th<‘ inroads of the (’ab utta I ni|>rovenuMit Trust. 
The fact is e(|ually well known to many of the c itizens of ('alciitta that 
it is honeycoml>ed with insanitary factcuies cunitting smoke*, 

ilalffoias infested with rats and all that. My submission to the House 
is this that more drastic provisions shcuild Is* intrcHliiccsi in the Bill for 
the purpose of abatement of nuisances. Imagine the nature* of nuisances 
cMimmitted by these flnlfjolnn in Calcutta. It is imjioAsible for the people 
in the neighbourhcHKl to l>ear the du.st which comes out of these 
I had occasion to invite the* (*hairiiian of the ('alcutta Iiiiprovenieiit 'IVust 
to visit one of these plac*es. He frankly confessed 

NITYA DHON MUKHCRJiE: 4 riHe to 11 point of order.. 

MINISTER in etiarg* of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
COVERNMENT (tlw Hon'Uo Sir SurwMra Notli SoiMrlM)} Are 

we disoaiuting the detnil.? 
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. TiM OEPUTY'PREtIDENT: You must speak on the principles of 
(he Bill. 

Mr. TARIT BHUSAN ROY: I object to my friend addressing me 
direct. If he wants to rise to a point of order he must address the Chair. 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: I did not addre.ss him direct, 
but I addressed the Deputy-President and rose to a point of order. 

Mr. TARIT BHUSAN ROY: In view of what has fallen from the 
Jfoirble Mr. Mitter 1 do not like to detain the Hou.<»e any longer. 

With thcHc words, I support the motion of Sir Surendra Nath 
Jtanerjea for (;irculation <if the Dill. 

Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: I shall b<> failing in my duty if, 
at the outset, 1 do not congratulate the Hon’ble Minister in charge for 
his successful introdin t jon of the present Dill irrthe*Council. No one 
here can gainsay that the present Dill is a gnait imjirovement on the Act 
of 1899. All credit is due to those who ha\>3 beiui responsible ft>r its 
production. 

Dut, though we consider the Dill us a whole* satisfactory, yet there 
are salient jioints, points of vital itii|>ortance to our coniinunity, which 
no right-iiiind(‘d .Moshun, who has tlie intcn^st ot his (community and of 
the future of India at heart, cun acipiiesce in. ‘ 

We are (piite in agreement with those provisions of the Dill which 
lower the ([ualiticalioii of a \oterand thus throws open the d(K)r of fran- 
chise to a huge number of men. We also appreciate the raising of 
the number of councillors and also the curtailment of (iovernment 
nominations us these might be objected to as tending to interfere with 
the efficiency of (he CorfMiration, but in order to deimsTatise and jHipu- 
larise hxal self-governing institutions this has been deviseil. Some of 
our members liave objecteil to (he non-inclusion of the Cossipore, Tolly- 
gunge, and Maniktalla Munn ipalities in (ho munici|)iil iMuinds of 
Calcutta. Sjieaking for mystdf, I would say that as the Hon’ble Minis- 
l4'r has given us to understand that the inhabitants of the.se fmrts are 
against the imdusion, the time is not opportune to thrust the Ihk)!! of 
the Calcutta Corporation <m them. The reservation of a number of seats 
for the Dengal Chamber of Commerce, fc^r the Calcutta Trades Ass«K'ia- 
tion, and for the l*ort Comtni.ssioners has our heartiest approval. The 
magnitude of interests which they lontitd must have separate 
representation. Dut the erux of the whole situation lies in the repre- 
sentation of Muhammadans on the Corporation. There are three 
eourses o|>en to safeguard the iiitere'-t <»f Muhammadans : one is by allow- 
ing the Muhammadan commtinity lommunal representation, another by 
earmarking a number of w^ats in the Corjmration to which the membeia 
ean be returned by a luixwl e)e<dorate, and the third by Government 
nViroi nation. 
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Of Government nomination the leas said, the hotter. The stron^e^ 
plea that has been urped by the Hotrble Minister in 8upp<»rl of earmark- 
ing a nuniWr of seats to l>e returned by a mixed ele<'t(»rate has l>een that 
(omraunal representation acts adversely to the interest of *a future » 
united India. There the Moslems as a iMnly take their stand on ctmimu- 
nal representation, as evident in the formation of the present (Nmiu il, 
And who with a knowledffe i»f the pjist ns well as of the present can 
Kay that the present attitude of the Muhammadans is inexpedient and 
irmtional? I know that another arg^ument is to the eff(*ct that by 
allowiiiff Muhammn(?ans to he returned by a mixed electomte you shut 
ilie p;it«‘s a;?ainst th(» ITindu extremists who form thw majovityy If 
shut the ^ates a^minst the Muhammadan extrcinistK, hut would you shut 
the grates n^ainst the Hindu extremists who form the majority y If 
(fovernment nomination is had. earmarking or eh^etion hy a mixed 
ele( t(»nite is wors^. Here the nominees are under the thumh of Govern- 
ment, hut there they are under the control of the mixed elect (uate and 
have more the interests of the mixed electorate at heart than the eom- 
munit; whom they are supp(»sed to represent. I'he Muhammadans, as 
a community, who, we van say. with few <»r no exceptions, have always 
presse^l for the r(S ()^»-fiit*on of c<inimunal representat ifui pure and simple, 
as a working; devise to safe^Miard their ri>;hts in the transitional j^eriod 
towanls the united Indian nationhood. The <lawn of Moslem puhli<* 
life hejfins from 19011 when communal representat ion was recognised 
h\ the Morley-Mintfi Government. 

It is no use waxinp ehuiuerit on the ideal— for the present the 
dream of the Utopia of an united India, when amonjr the different rat es 
and communities of the land no jarrin^f m»te wouhl he heard, is far dis- 
tant. We all believe in the ^^olden dream hut it is a far cry to Lucknow, 

Let us look the facts .stjuare in the face. I.et us deal in the practical 
fMditics. We know, and even in the year of ^race |9‘JI. witness in the 
(’alcutta f’orponition how the Mt.shun interests are safejruarded even 
at the hands of the venerable Minister in charge of I^wal Self-Govern- 
ment. The Moslem mtininnfion has Wn cut down from the startlin^f 
fi>«^ure of 4 to 3. This mijrht he souprht t«» he exr used on the plea of 
oversijrht. hut we know full well what that means. The Hon’hle Minis- 
ter himself admits that Moslem interests are to l»e safe^ruarded anyhf»w 
and it is for this that he has ^iven us M earmarked seats. If he had 
oppose<l almoat all communal representation, that »would have lieen 
frond, that would have been more fair and more slrai^fhtftirward. Ilut 
he wants to cirtumvent us. He wants to placate Mimlein feelin^fs, and 
at the same time so to manipulate 

TM Sir tURENORA RATMf RANER^EAl T pndeat 

Affainitt the une of the word " circumvent.” 

Tli« DiPUTY-PREtIDENT: You ourht to withdr.. 
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• Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: I withdraw, but it appears 
that Mowlem interests are going to be manipulated in such a way that 
the interests of the majority of the electors would be served and that 
only those Moslems as are in sympathy with the views of the majority 
would be returned ; but what Moslems want are men who would repre- 
sent their views and who would safeguard their interests whether they 
be extremists or moderates. The member who would bt* returned by a 
mixed electorate will have to look to the favour of the voters of the 
majority even when he finds that their views — the views of the majority 
— are d(*trimental to the community whom he is sfipposed to represent. 
My apjietU to you is that if you grant us special consideration, please 
also have the generosity to comedc* to us communal representation — 
please ull()W us to elect our members in whom we will have confidence. 
The Hon’hle Minister in his address said that communal representation 
in the ('ahutta (Corporation was something new. M^^ell and good. If 
that is new’, is n<»t the pfesent (’ouncil, is not the dual Government some- 
thing new'P If it is something new, it has to be conceded in order to 
ns tify a w’r«)ng (hat has so long lieen done to the Muhammadan commu- 
nity in not giving adequate representation to it on the Calcutta Corpo- 
ration. 

Tht DEPUTY»PRE8iDENT. I hop<‘ that th(‘ member will bring 
his remarks to a close as it is time to adjourn. 

Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: (tn the above grounds, I protest, 
and protest strongly, against the election of Moslem representatives by 
a mixed ehn’torate. 'rhis is a thin end of the wedge as adumbrated in 
that address of the Hoirble Minister himself. The matter requires the 
most careful coiisideiation. The giiivitv of the problem is enhanced 
by the consideratitm that if it is adopte<l in the (\ilcutta (Wporation, 
it will have to be extended to the mufassal municipalities and Iwal 
bodies. If we concede tin* principle now, it would he used against us 
10 years hence when the Government of India Act is to be revised. Do 
not our Kuropean and Anglo-Indian fiiends who sympathise with us 
realise this? In the end. on l>ehalf of the Muhammadans, I thank those 
of our Hiiulu friends wim have ha<i the foresight and large-minde^lness 
to acknowledge that the interests of Muhammadans should be safe* 
guarded. It is in their fiiendline.ss, it is in their sense of justice 
and sympathy that^we discern a silver lining in the glinmi of a distnKied 
and disunited India. 

At this stage the Council adjourned for 15 minutes. 

After the adjournment. 

BilNl NIRODE BEHARY MULLIBK: I regret (hat it has not yet 

lu'en ptissible for me to do full justice to the not very smalLsiied Bill 
that is now Ia*fore the House and. cons<H]uently, I did not desire at 
Aral to take any jwrl in this debate at least at this stage of the Bill. 
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Bui after listening to some speeches made yesterday in this ('ouncij 
and watching the unnecessary heiit intnHluoed, I feel an almost irresisi* 
ible desire to make only one or two obsen^ations. 

But Wfoie I do so, I fet‘1 it my duty to join my voice in the gt*neral 
thorns of congratulations showered upon the Hon’lde Minister for 
Ixwal Self-Government for the whole-hearted energy with which he has 
thrown himself into the subject, for the very excellent sjH‘ech he deli- 
vt*red w'hile introdut'ing the Bill the (»ther day, and ft>r th«* lalmrious 
and anxious (*are with whit'h he has now been watching the proceedings. 

(\ ming to the (juestion of (‘ommunal representation, which is now }ier- 
haps up(>ermost in the minds of the m(Uiil>ers of this ('ouncil,*! think it 
is unfortunate that an attempt 'should l>e made now io deny the Muham- 
madans that method of representation, which even the authors of what 
IS generally descyibed as the Montbird He|>ort have been constrained to 
grant them, A luV yesterday’s discussion clearly demonstrates how more 
unfortunate it is likely to be in ease that attempt is persisted in. 

Let us sei' what are the arguments against c ommunal representation. 
'Fhe Hon’ble Minister for Local Self-Government said while introducing 
this Bill— 

Wo*are here to ensure the suc<'e88 of the lieforms, to s<»njie ('oinplete w*lf>govern- 
nient culmuiating, as 1 hope in the fulness of time, in the upbiiihlina of a united 
Indian nationality. If this Ik* the right <-oiKvption of our fundamental iluty lieru 
and I cannot think that it r<mld be otherwise, then it is nhvious that it is im umlKUit 
upon US to resist any proposal which may interfere with the growth of Indian 
nationhood. 

I witnt to make it absolutely clear that I w'liide-heartedly associate 
m>self w'ith this right conception of our fundamental duty.” But I 
resfiectfully differ from him when he says to the effect that comninnal 
representation retards the growth of Indian nationhiHid in view' of the 
<*ircumstanccs obtaining at pre.Hent in India. On the contrary, I firmly 
believe that to deny communal representation to Muhammadans w'ill l>e 
to seriously jeopardise the success of the lieforms and thus to delay 
the day of complete self-government, which is certainly the common aim 
of all of us assembled here. It is not unknown to any iiiemlier of this 
C'ouncil that the Congress and the M(»sletn I.feugue, tw’o very well- 
know'll political as.siK'iations of India, have set their seal on communal 
representation. May I ask — Did they do it with the aim of retarding 
the growth of Indian nationh<KMlP Or are we to heljeve that the angle 
of vision which inspired the famous Lui’know (JonifMK't has undergone 
a complete transformation ow’ing to the last world-wide war or to the 
Washington Conference? In the sec'ond place, the Ilon’ble Minister 
for Ix)cal Self-Government asks — 

The member returned by the mi sad elecioretee would enioy the eonfiflonee of 
both Hindoe and Mubammadana, and it ta very obvtoua that be cannot be either a 
Hiada or a Muhammadan exiremiat, for aqy element of fanatictam would deprive 
hifli of the votes of the oae or other eecthm ui hie electors. IX> you want extremisti 
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or men of moderate views in the Calcutta Corporation, men who would make uur 
t»cal bodies worthy adjuncts to the Reformed Councils and suitable training 
ground, for the future legislators of the Province? Let the Council answer. 

This part of the Hon’ble Minister’s speech reminds me of a similai 
one made by Lord Curzon in the House of Lords while criticising the 
Indian Reforms of 1909. In connection with the appointment of a mem- 
ber on the Viceroy’s Executive Council His Lordship observed — 

If he is a Hindu, will he have the confidence of Muhammadans, if he is a Muliain 
madan will he have the confidents of Hindus? No, in either case, he will not. 

« 

Following Ibis trend of peculiar logic, His Lordship concluded that in 
these circumstances Hindus and Muhammadans w’ould be better repre- 
sented by one who is neither a Hindu nor a Muhammadan. The Hoirblc 
Minister’s argument, as ijuoted alwive, if logically pursued, would also 
point to the same effect, for we cannot have a member trusted by Muham* 
inadaiis alone nor a member trusted by Hindus alone. * 

Rut speaking seriously, I w'ould answer the Hon’hle Minister’s 
(juestion by saying that I for one w'ould like '»o have in the Corporation 
that kind of men who w’ould eome to it with clear and unmistakable 
mandates. Mixed electorates certainly do not guarantee this. (In the 
other hand mixed electorates create that reprehensible mentality as is 
seen in a jiuiu who is to serve two masters with difi’erent views and 
ideas. At one time he abuses tbe one master and praises the other and 
vice verm. It is desiralde that this reprehensible mentality should no 
longer he encouraged. 

An opinion of the iliustrioiiH author.s ol wliat is gemualiy descrilKnl 
us the Mont ford Report has been fre<iuently (juoted. That opinion is 
contained in the sentence — 

Wo rogsrd any syiiU'm of c'ommuiial elecioratos, thor©f<>ro, dk n very 
hiiiclranco to the dovolopmetit of the nelf-govorning principle. The evila of any 
OXtuuaion pf the system are plain. 

Rut those Hon’hle Members who rely too much on this opinion for- 
get that the .same statesimin, in spite of those uttenincejS, practically 
gmnted communal representation everywhere— in Rengal, Madras, 
Boiulmy, and so on. What does this prove? In the next place, those 
who quote that opinion forget to quote another opinion in the same 
paragraph (l?«ll of the Montford RejmH) which runs — 

Much as we regret the nw'eiwity, the present system (i. r.. communal repreaenia^ 
tion) mutt be maintained until conditions alter even at the pricso of slower progress 
towards the realisation of a common ritisenship. 

Rm Dr. Haridhau Dutt Bahadur gives a catalogue of the argumentii 
against comuiuual represenlation as found in the MontAgu-Chelmeford 
Report. I fancy, that members of this (^ouncil could have been very 
well spared the copy-book maziroa and ill-suited plauaibilitiee of that 
rerboae piece of political literature eapecially in view of the ftwit that 
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the same illustrious statesman practically ppranted communal repre- 
sentation almost everywhere in spite of their doctrinaire arffuments. 
The Rai Bahadur denies communal representation to Muhammadans, 
althouf?h he is willing to frive it to the Marwari community. I confess 
that I have failed in reconciling? this apparent coiitnidictiim. 

It ^appears to me that much irrclevunce has been indulpred in owinjf 
to the forjfet fill ness of the ]Uirposc and aim of representation. The aim 
of representation is undoubtedly to make the institutions concerned 
bas^ ffti the popular will. If that is so. how can it be Wst attained 
except by allowing all predominant classes and sei tions to ( hooso their 
(Oin representatives? The Muhammadans have ehu'ted to prefer com- 
munal representation to other kinds of representation. And to my mind 
this cpiastion on<?ht to end here. 

' with ill previous speaker when he says that Hindu-Moslem 

utltly 1s worth iiresm-vinpr. But I suhmit that friendship or unity is 
a reciprocal term. If wc ilosiro tin* frimid'^hip of Muhammadans, it 
will only be possilde not «by sweet words, not by copy-book maxims, 
indifferently fpioted and uidiappilv applied, not by tlu’ display of intel- 
lc(‘tual ;fv jit sit in the shape of falho ions plausibilities, not by pmfuso 
f|UotaHons from illustrious author- and statesmen, w}h»so knowbal^i* of 
India is of nccossi<v meatTre and indiffeient and who w(»nld do well to 
revise their jutlirmcnts in the li(?bt of ours, howevei eminent they may he 
in file political aiena. This friemKliip Mill he p<»ssible liy unmistakalde 
I'liid practical ar t ion, wliicb i,s the only true index of thi* inner mind 
workin^^ witliin. Tin* ronncil is faced with this question. Does it 
a ant to do iusfi(e to the Muhammadans? Ta*t it face the (|neslion 
s()narely. But if may he that to some an appeal in the name of ahstmet 
justiee mitrlit ser\e as a very feeble sprinp’ of action. Kven sucli ircntle- 
Tnen, if there be any, to abom an appeal in tlie mum* of justi< e is a 
feoble .sprinir of action, canm^f i;rnore the jiJl-eonvinrin^r fm t (hat 
attempt to deny jnstire to the ^fn]iainmn<hins in n province like Iboiirnl, 
where they form 52 per rent, of the popnlafi»»n, and in a ronncil ropsti- 
tuted «•! it is, is frantrht with iiiiinense danj?ers and misrhiff and i«^ 
bound to fail. ^ 

•ft '4 

Babu ICI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: T am extremely sorry tlmt 
we have not been able to follow the advice, so nirelv expressed by my 
friend, the Hon'ble Mr. P. C. Mitter, that we should *not at this time 
discutu the preliminaries of the Bill at .such length. We j?ot un assur- 
ance from him that both the Tlindu and Muhammadan memliers of 
flovemment in the Executive Touncil ns well ns in the Ministry would 
join hands in bring-in^r almut a reconc iliation^with rej?ard to the disputed 
^ point. At the outset, I must say that T fully sympathise with my 
^^ifliamniadan friends when they apprehend that in the cjvent of cem- 
^ rtpresentation being denied (hem, they will be placed in c 

w 9 
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awkward position. I expi;^ m/ sympathy wiil| that sentiment, hui 
t do n(jt like to express my opinion on the point. If I am convinced that 
they really want it for safeguarding their interests, I should say, “By ail 
means have it.” But at the same time, if it is necessary tfctatJor develop- 
ing our nationhood it should not he adopted but that a mixed elec|prate 
should he asked to elect members of different communities to the €orpora- 
tion in friendly co-operation, I would ask my Muhammadan ftiiids to 
think over the matter and say whether the attitude of opposition iHrich 
they are now taking is the correct one or not. I certainly do iwt^^aympa- 
'^ise with Mr. Nasini Ali (I do not see him here; he is perhaps to^ 

flay). I have no sympathy with the sentiments expressed by him, and 
I ran safely dismiss him altogether from my mind and ask my friends 
also not to think of him. I am a pleader and he, too, is a member of the 
name prolcsHion, ami 1 do not know if we can attack our adversaries right 
and left without reasoning or showing any reason why.,we should^^t) W. 
1 do not know to whom he has lent his services — wheth2r to the fri<mdllor 
to the enemies of Indian nulionhood — hut I (‘ertainly do not thinkthat 
he does not want su'araj (»r the Reformed Council either, if there he no 
s(*j)urate electorate to safeguard the interests of the Muhammadaiir/*^Vy 
idea is that the scheme has been conceived in a great statesmtfnlikc 
spirit and embodies the principle that rci>rcspntatives of different com- 
munities sh(»uld be elcct<‘d by a mixed electorate. This Bill ig a^Bill 
.entirely for bHul bodies and is the first of its kind to be, introduced in 
’ the ft 1 st Reformed ('ouncil. This will be a guiding j)rinci}>le for Jhtro- 
duction in otlier local boilies also. 'We must remember that in Bengal 
60 per cent. (»f the jiopulatiim are Muhammadans on the whole 
the Kastern and Northern «listiicts Muhammadans [ircjuinderatc. Again, 
itt the Rujshnhi district from which 1 come, the porportion of Muhaui- 
^madans is ulxmf iSo per cent. The Hon’hle Minister uho has devoted 
his whole life to the work of nation-building knows full well the risk he 
is running and in what a serious position he is placing the Hindus in the 
and Northern districts hv the denial of communal represent atiffn 
to them, for apparently no means has been adopted to safeguard the 
iiUerestvS of the minority there; if it he argued that the principle of 
.,#^||(|r»te electorate should l»e introduced for the benefit of Muhammadan#, 
it may Im* eipially contended that other communities too are entitled to 
r jtke same privilege. Our e.steemed lender knows fully well whil the 
situation in Kastern Bengal is. lie has taken a great risk in introducing 
tkis element into the Calcutta Municipal Bill and, I think, it is irorth a 
trial ; should it ensure harmonious working l>etween the two comm^ties, 
Imth of them shoulii accept it. But if, on the contrary, it is not to our 
l^vantage we might give it up. The Congress-Moslem League not 
tbink of the li^al bodies; they thought of the Provincial Councils and 
|he Indian liCgislative Askemhly. The same thing is also in the 
Montagu-Chelnisford Report. To my mind it is proper that we Qu|^t 
trial to the Bill which intrpdn^'fs u? to the principle by in 
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Httempted that both the toomniunities should tlnnk of the national aifvan-^ 
tagefl and disadi^antapoi and should act in friendly terms. But if> really, 
there is an app^rehension as has been expressed by some of my Muham- 
madan fri emit that the Bill will brin^ inio play canvassing and racial 
prejudice^ should avoid it. But we should wait for public opinion 
to be given on the Bill ; the opinion of the Moslem League, the Congraas 
and oflifet*' public bodies. We should remember that we have not the 
laonopoly^of sanity of thought limited to us — a body of 139 meiul>4rt. 
Why njlpltld* we l»e imjmtientJ' Why should we not wait ^ I think we ^ 
thfudd apprbabh this <}uestion with an open mind. In this connection I 
cannot hdp quoting from the Montagud'ludmsfiud lleport Tliey 
said — 

We conclude unhesitatingly that the history of self-government »nu)ng the nationa 
who dcrelop<Mi it, and spread it through the woild, is de<isively against the adinis* 
asmi ht HiaBtate of^any divided allegiance, against the Slate’s arranging its mein- 
ben in aQir way whicf^onixiuragcs them to think of themselves primarily ns citiaetta 
of ajif amallcr unit than itself. 

Later <lii they again say-;- 

dMNKnioii by cree<ls and classes means the creation of poliiiml camps orgntiised 
againat c»oh other, and teaches men to think a.s partiKiuiK and not as ( iti/.ens. and 
It IS ilifficult to see how the Vhango from this system to national represtMitatKyn ta 
rve-r to Sccur. The British (Jovernment is often acciisetl of dividing men in oreler to 
pnveflf thfMn, But if it unne<'essarily divides them at the very nioinent lh(*u it pm- 
fesses to start tf*«‘Tn on the road to governing thein.s<*lves it will find it difficult tf> 
incofc the charge of lieing hypticriticul or short-sighted 

ThivS isllie view expressed liy men of rif»e judgment. If in practical 
polrtic’g we find that absence of (oinmunal repiesentation is n<d suited 
to us, but fur the development of Indian nationhood sejiarate electorate 
is npceK,sarv, let us have it hy all means, Imt let us wait for jniblle 
opinion. What I say is that we should proi-eed witli an ofieii mind and 
not .say at this sfag-o whetliei this should he clone or this should not be 
done. All I do say i** that it is a ver\ important Bill and it is nuilly a 
trmmph of the puhlic demand of taking an effec tive part in tin* munici^al^ 
ailmiuistration of the city. This Bill .should not h<‘ rejei ted at the out- . 
•et. I was pained to find the otlier day that some of the Muhammadan 
members objected to its introdui tion even ! It is admitted on all ha»A» ^ * 
that the improvement of tlie existing law is indispensable.. There may 
be delects. I do not mean to say that it is perfect in every resfH'i t, hut! 
let US see how the public accept it, and then the matter will be refeiicd 
to tl^e Select Comniittee and will finally come Imck to tis again for dis- 
cussiottfor enactment into law. We have ample time to consider the Bill 
aftenrarda. In the end I cannot help congratulaf ing the Hon Tile 
Minister on the excellent Bill which he has brought forw’ard. 

Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: It was not •my intention to take any 
{>art in the debate on the Municifiul Bill. It is n subject with which I 
iipl^i^i:^iar but the trend of the discussion obliges me to make some 
t<Kdav, ,on the subject of commurjal repreaentation. 
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'great deal Has been aaid with reference to thia subject. Every one 
knows that communal representation is not a desimble thing. It 
never existed in,' England in Parliamentary election and so far as 1 
know the framers of the recent political Reforms did not at first agree 
to accept the principle, but for reasons which are familiar to all, and whit l* 
I need not repeat here, they at last, with considerable he^tation, 
accepted it. At the present moment we are steering to our political 
goal “ self-government and this goal can only be attained if wa put 
our energies together and drive forward. It is a pity thus to dissipate 
our energies in tjiiarrels and in useless recrimination over the subject of 
communal representation. If we accept the principle of communal 
representation, a division Wtween the Hindu and the Muhammadan 
communities will he inevitable, and our political pmgress will be hin- 
dered, if not altogether jeopardised. I am here because I believe tlo' 
Reforms will lead us to democracy. Let us not jeopardise it by accept- 
ing in municipal matters a piinciple wliich might effect a ladical division 
between Hindus and Muhuiiiinadans. 1 quite see the difficult position 
f>£ the Muhunimudaii community in Talcuita. I admit that Muhani- 
mudaiis find it e.xtremely difficult to get into the Corporation. A very 
largo proportion of the votes are in the hand.i ol the Hindus, and the 
fact remains that Muliammadans do not stand much chance of getting into 
the ('oriKirution through the (mliimry cliannels of election. But I ask 
this (luestioii in all seriousness — (’unnot ade(juute representation foi 
Muliunimuilaiis he provided for in the (’orjKiratioii without having 
rectourse to the system of comiiiunal elecforati* y 1 have no olijectioi 
if they capture one-third or even half tiu* iiuinlxM’ of seats in the Corpora- 
tion tlirough the medium of a mi.\(‘d electorate, but let them not emplo> 
the mischievous system of communal (dectorates for the attainment of 
their object. 1 freely admit that the .Muhammadans have a right to be 
repreH(»ntt*<l in the Calcutta (\)i|Miration by their own men. This bring.'' 
me to another {xiint. At present the distribution of municipal votes, is 
extremely d<'fective; 1, have always con.sidered it so. The Calcutta 
(\)r|Hiration is in the liands of rich men. It is impossible for iinf 6m 
to he elected into that lK)dy without the assistance of rich men. I am 
of opinion that the principle of democracy as expressed by the jihrase, 
“one man, oile vote” should Ik* adopted in municipal election. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: It is in the Bill. 

Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: 1 may be under a misapprehension. 
I have not had an opjKirtunity of carefully c^msidering the Bill. 

Ribu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I rise to a point of order. Can 
a member mislead the .sp-aker. The words in the BiR are — one voter, 
on© vote. 

Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: The Bill conienpla^i » person, 
provided he is duly qualified, can have no more t^n one Ivote in a 
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particular ward, d>ut if he hai proi>ertie« in all the warda he can have 
aa many as 25^ yot^B. I say that in no oircumatahcesi ghnuld a pertion 
be given more than one vote. Let the principle of one man, one Vote 
\te applied. The great pre|H>nderauoe of Hindu over Muhammadan votes 
which exiatn to-day will in a large measure dimini.sh. 

Then ns to the voting qualificalion. This lias lH*en mluced from 
Us 24 to Its. 12. That will bring in a very laige numlxw of Muham- 
madan voters — I do not know exactly how many, for no calculation lias 
lw*en made and figure's have not lH»en workeil out — but the great advant- 
age that the llindifti have to-day over the Muhammadans in voting 
st length will certainly diminish. (A voice: Without referenCjO to rates 
paidP) 


Mr. AilOY CHUNDER DUTT: The fact ot the voting <{ualifica- 
tions having been, reduced will also operate in favour of the Muham- 
madan coinmunitN. The pnneiph* of “one man, on(‘ vote,” has been 
ac<cpted by the framer, s of the (lovernimMit of Imlia Act. It is a prinof- 
]>le ^^hich is very eiiuitahle and there is no reason why it should not be 
.ipplieil in municipal elec tions. If by the ajiplication of this jirinciple wo 
find tj^al th(' V()ting strength of the Muhaininadan and Hindu coinmuni- 
ha*«- been more or less (>({ualised, 1 feel sure tlmt the claim for com- 
fiiWTial el<*( torptes, whic h is .so strongly pressed t(>-da>, will he ahandoued, 
It is a v(My rniscliievous principh*. We do not kneov where the prin* 
( !ple will lead us to. What Mill pievertt th(‘ 4»tlier communities from 
(h’manding the prnilcg'c*:' d'hen* nic mans .lews, Armenians, and 
Marwaris and Ilhatias in ( ’ahutta— they Mill come foiward and say that 
we want sejiarate repi escmtation. If Me gi\c the Muhammadan thii 
privilege, they can e(|ijally a.sk for the same ami you cannot resist then 
( hiim. Oner the principle of c'omniuiial electorates is accepted, ihert 
Is no r(*ason wliy it should not Iw «*xt(‘nded to ihc rural a^’cas also. A 
great divi.sion Mill in that case he instantly effectiMl between the Hindin 
and Muhammadans. S(K*iaIly, Me are already divided, why extend that 
dividing line into the field of jsditirs? The lOurojKNin cinnniunity hnvf 
not at present roinmunul representation, hut if the principle is aci epled, 
I should not he surprised if they should agitate and put foraard a claim 
for it. For these reasons, I submit, that the principle of communal 
representation should not be ac^'epted on any account. 

• 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: We have heard a long dtscun^ 
fiion on this subject from yesterday. We heard the lion ’hie Mr. F. C 
Milter say to-day that the subject matter of the Jlill would la* considerer 
at length later on, and we need not discuss its provisions at such lengili 
now. 

Now one 'T>oint strikes me. We heard Hai I)r. Haridhan Dut 
liahadur fHiy^yeBterday that in the past some 8 or 9 Muhammadan membei 
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^uc^eedeJ iU becoming elected as coiumiarfbners of t]^#^aJcut!a Corpora- 
tion at each election, but later on only one or two ccSild get into it, and 
in tile present year there is not a single Muhammadan elected as cominis. 
sioner in the Corporation. The conclusion that one naturally draw^ 
from this state of affairs is that before the controversy— the Hindu- 
Moslem controversy took an acute form — there was not mu(^h difficulty m 
getting good Muhammadan representatives elected to the Corporation. 
This unfortunate Hindu-Moslem controversy had its origin durin^^ 
the partition agitation in Bengal. From that time the cleavage between 
the Hindus and Muhammadans is growing wider acid wider from day tu 
day and it would be to the interests both of the Hindus and Muham- 
niudans, or rather for the interests of the growing Indian nationhood it 
this cleavage were set at rest. AVe know' that men like Sir Hadruddni 
Hyder and others used to be returned to the Corporation year after yeui , 
in fact he was in the Corp(nation for nearl\ ‘dO years.* Dr. Jahiniddin 
Ahmed was also in the Corporation for a long time — 1 only refer to the 
baneful effect of c(»mmunal representation from the point of view of the 
grow th of Indian nationality. One speaker accused the Hon ’hie Mini.stei 
for not giving adeijuale heed to the interests of the Muhammadans 
Many of us who attended the Congress movemeKt in t]»e past know' w'illi 
what delight our venerable Minister used to hail any one of tlie MMhaiii- 
madan community w'ho would come and join the Congress. It was he. 
w'ho tried to infuse into the Muhammadans an eagerness, a i^'st lor nation- 
al life, and if anyone accuses him for not giving due heed to the iiiteresls 
of the Muhammadan community, 1 think lie is gudty oj making a traves- 
ty of facts, I submit that so much heat^ as was in evidence yesterday, 
should not have come in at this stage of our discussions and I would have 
been glad if I could endorse the Mew expr(*ssed by Mr. II. S. Siihrawardy 
that there had been no heat in the discussions, but many of us remembt^r 
the scene we had in the House \e^terday. 

There is one thing. If we concede communal representation to 
Muhammadans are we to <*onsider them as oue community or are we to 
consider them divided as Jsheuhs and Sunnis!'' We had a controversy of 
this nature in Lucknow sometime back. If we are to grant communal 
representation to the Muhainmadaiis why should w’e not give it to the 
Vaishuubs, Shuktas^ Jainas, Itrahmos, etc.? All of us know that 
Hrahmos and the orthodox Hindus were at daggers drawn in the pflU, 
but the classiticutiou of Biahm<»s and orthodox Hindus into one class as 
"Hindu” has tended to unite the non-Muhammadans in India. 

Now, if we do not divide our people according to the faith that they 
adopt, if we take them together, then we de\elop an Indian natiCHlI which 
would be an admiration for the whole world. If I am permitted to say so 
the word "Hindu” or nUhei* "Hindusim" includes into its broader aspect 

£ different forms of religion in the world. Df course, time will show 
it. If we analyse all the different faiths accepted by Hindus, we 
timid see that it includes many, totn|ly divergent Initlui under Hinduism. 
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But it is no plsee ^ discuss a%but a^l these things and I would onl^ sag 
this, that if we gave up this controversy about separate oomiu^iMd 
representation of Hindus and Muhammadans, we would solve a great 
problem, a i>robleiu, the solution of whieb. it' delayed miieh longer, would 
i*uin the growth of Indian nationalism. 

Mailivi EMADUDDIN AHMED: I etmgratulate the llon’ble Min* 
i>ter in charge of Local Self-(ilovernment on the introduction of this 
measure. It must be admitted that a good deal of statesmaiiMhip. 
thonmghness and for^^sight has Wn displayed in the Hill that he has 
intn)du< ed. We, the Muhammadan.s, have not the least objection to the 
(•iiculation of the Hill, hut we desire only to luing to the notice of the 
Tiifiiihers the matter whicli is uppermost in our minds, sn that a com- 
pr(»]iiise, as has justly been appointed out by the lion ’hie Mr. 1*. C. 
Mitter, may be arrived at, and that both the (Mnnmunities ma\ have an 
(unity of setting aside th(*ir difFiuenees and coming to a <leliht*rate 
decision regarding the f»r(d>lem. At the oiits**!, sonn* of the Hindu mem- 
hcM" said, “Why do the )1 nh;«mniadans (hunaiid (heir .sejnirate eleeto- 
rate?” I say, “Yes, tlicv want it.” For myself, I kimw that th(‘re are 
many of my Hindu fric'iuls who are ahlei than ourstdves to administer |o 
our wunts. As regards this special ele< Onate, us has herui jiointed out 
h\ the Hon’hle Mover. Mr. (iludstone observed — 

.MuMHipal iiwtitntmns arc the seed-plots utMui whuh anil aiound whn h are d<*ve- 
thos«> liabitH ot thought and that tetii{>er of niind whu'h constitute the nohloMt 
lit'ntime of u nation 

' • 

It is for this reason that we are hankering after it. d’he muniidpal 
institution is our preparing ground for enahling us to take a more respon- 
sible part in (he siraraj that is in r»ur vision; it is (he ground where we 
\tant to (rain ourselves. It is for this reason tliat we want our own men, 
not because the Hindus cannot rejrresent our interest. If we <Io not 
hav« our own rcfircsentutives, the result would he a liraahack, which we 
find in some of the municijral institutions. Sfune of niv friends must 
admit that liecaiise the Muhammadans have berui lac king in education — 
whether it he a fault of the Hritish flovernmejrt or of the Muhammadans 
themaelves — the\ have been lugging ladiind the Hindus. And the 
Hindus also find that the Muhammadans, owing to their hac kwardness in 
e4»cation, hinder them in the prcigress which they would otherwise have 
made. It is for this reason that we want to he more progressive so (hat 
w*e may be able to take our share in the administratron of the country, 
whether as brothers c»r as partners, unci help in the ultimate c'omiiinn good 
<^>f the frbole nation. 

To speak frankly, I may say that I have kept my mind ojwn to vote 
this way or the other way. I would, however, put the facts l>efc»re you 
and it would be for you to c cuisider w hich way I should vote for. A$ thia 
proverb goes ounce of fac t is worth more than a ton of theory.*' 
Hahu Kbhorf Mohan ,j;haudhuri, imiH whom I have learnt many thin^^ 
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land to whom I owe mi^ch of my knowledge in municipal afipirs, will 
himeclf admit that at the hist election an illiterate Muhammadan wa', 
elected, not by the Muhammadans themselves, nor by the Hindu coiu- 
munity but, for certain inten^sted motives, by one who got that man 
elected with the ultimate object of getting the Chairmanship. I would 
ask Kishori Babu to tell us the result. The result was that all of us found 
that the man who got that Muhammadan elected was a most \lnscrupul- 
OUH man^nd that he ought not to get the Chairmanship. The illiterate 
man would not listen either to us, Muhammadans, nor to the Hindus, 
but he was entirely under the thumb of the Hindu gentleman who wanted 
the (diairmaiiship. On the fatal day of the election the whole town w.i> 
eonvulsed and the result was that w'e, the 20 members, were divided half 
and half. Excepting the Hindu who wanted the Chairmanship we weie 
united — at least the whole town was united and it was by accident or an 
act of Providence that by the casting vote of the President the situation 
was saved. We must acknowledge that our Hindu friends have advam - 
ed more than ourselves ami th(‘v are the loreruiiners in muni('ij)al affairs, 
and we therefore owe much to them. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I may remind my fiiend, 
Maulvi Emaduddin Ahmed, that there was official influence at the bottom 
and the Hindu split created the feeling. 

Maulvi EMADUDDIN AHMED S Cf (our.se, 1 do not deiiv that there 
was official influence. But we all know that ae (‘ould not get the illiti*- 
rate inau to our side in spite of all our effoits. He did not listen eithei 
to the Muhammadans or to the Hindus and wa.s entirely under the thuiiih 
of tliat man who wanted to he (’hairman. My fnends know that, in pie- 
ference to an educated Muhainmudsin, that illiteiale Miihammudan wa." 
elect<‘d. These are facts. Wc find that in the Calcutta Cnivtusit v a con- 
tn»\ersiul question arose out of the refu.sal of a Hindu profossor to l<^ch 
Muhammadan students m Sanskrit hooks. The Hindu profes.sor flatlv 

refused to do so and fancy a Hindu gentleman — if I rememlwr aright 

Bai J)r. Chuni Lai Bose Bahadur said that in an academical institution 
then* ought not to beany di.stniction whatsoever and that the Muhammu- 
dnn ought to be taught Sanskrit. This matter was a subject for di.scus- 
siou^theii and it was inought before the t'alciitla Cniversity CornmiKsion, 
whii'h t(H)k ('ogni.saiice of the matter. Thus the Muhammadans have been 
smarting under that treatment— that is that we were debamHl from at- 
tending leetures on San.skrit laHik.s. 1 must admit, however, that there 
jiie many Hindus who take a pro|a*r view of the wlnde affair. I myself 
admit that, although I eome from a .spec ial electorate, without the help 
of my Hindu friend.s who came forward to my side, I would not have been 
sm eesafuL We. the Muhammadans, w ho hanker after this .special electo- 
rate, demand it Wamse we have Wen smarting under those remarks. 
We are apprehensive that if we get the general electorate Die right type 
^'of Muhammadans to represent out cause will not be selected. While I 
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r^ret the speech of Maulvi Nasim Ali, I regret also that Jtai Jogeudro 
Chtlnder^ose Bahadur said that he would iiotlidmit that 'all of us, thi 
Muhammadans who are here, represent true Muhaininadun interest. 

The Hou'ble Minister is always amenable to reason. Before 1 was 
elec'ted a Member of the LtK-al Self-tiovernnieiit (\>nimittee, the nuinln'r 
of seats allotted to the Muhammadans was tixeil at 11. 1 think' that I 

was the first to point out to him that aci urding to the triple formula 
which has already been referred to b\ the llon’ble Minister and which 
was being marked in the nuifassal the number .should lh‘ fixed at Id and 
he has accordingly given us Id seals. We are really thankful to him 
for this. 

The venerable Minister is the leadiu* of both c (.miiiunit ies ami J think 
I do not apjK»al to liim in vain when I sav that alt hough we approach 
this matter from difVerenf points of vieu , he will give us a patient 
hearing ileaf,” “ hear ”). 1 think that the suggestion n ade by 

the Hon*ble Mr. ilittci is a goo<l one and 1 uehoine it. Let us. Hindus 
and Muhaiiunadans, e<»mbiiie and without hiinging any none heal into 
the discussion let us jnit oMr own views. And I am sure our .Minister is 
(piite amenable to reason and that after healing ns will gnant us what 
we want (“ Hear,” lieat ”). 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WA8IMUD0IN AHMED: Mm h has been said 

(Ui this subjeit and very little is lell which ran be said without fear t>f 
rejH^tition. I shall conclude my s|H*cch witli a few words. I <lo not 
wish to (h'tain the House an.\ longei . I'list of ail. 1 shouhi congrut ululci 
oui \enerahle Minister for having takm the oj>poiium!v of hiusliing 
aside the law under whi< h he himself smarted and he has done full justice 
to the case he repres<‘nted all his iif<*. I als*> thank him for m»l having 
forgotten the interests of Miihammadans and he has given lull (onsidcra- 
tion and has given Id seats to Muhamiiiadan > I'or this art of kimlness 
he deserves the full and hrarty thanks of Muhaimmolan.s. B'hile he has 
given IIS this boon 1 sug’gest that if slouihj be a real thiiig^ ami not a 
name — thereby I mean that the Id . seats that are g^iven to Muli.imimidaiiH 
should truly and certainly repiesrnt the Muhammadans Williout this 
there may be Muhammadan commissioneis. but tbe\ will not certainly 
be Miiliammadan representatives. 1 submit that while vou < om ede this 
right to ilie Muhammadans by giMUg th<*m Id seats, there js no ittasfin 
why you should not exact a correHjmriding right from thmn. If you 
give them these* Id seats and if they are return^*d hy rruttmumil 
representation you can say that they are repiesenting the (oinmunify and 
their voice should reign supreme in communal matters and thereby Jtpu 
[•an gain much. But if you allow' them to be returned by the general 
[de<dorate, the Muhamma<lnii commnnify at large may lepudiate them 
and say at the next moment that (hey are firo-Hindu memlx^rs and that 
they do not represent their voue ami they are not bound by theiiu So 
it is advisable both from the Muhammadan jsiiiil of view as weW as from 
the general p^iint of view that although the Id Mubammadan seAs 
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^hould truly represent the Muhammadan interests, so tliat in a l^g 
question touching the Muhammadans at large, they may not turn round 
and say that they do not represent the Muhpmmadans. On thirgrouijd, 
too, 1 would ask the Hoii’ble Minister to consider this matter. 

I'liisffe is another question regarding election expenses to which reply 

given the other day. The reply shows to what extent the cost of 
election varied from person to person, whereas some Muhammadans did 
not h|H*ii(l more than Us. b as electiim exjHUises, in some cases the expenses 
ran over to a thousand and in many cases to many thousands. So, if 
there he a special electorate, the Muhammadans can, on their past i^ice, 
count up(Wj the support of their Muhammadan friends and without j|icu£^- 
riug any ex|H‘mliture can exjKu t to he returned. Whereas, if such a 
mHUtri»‘s his best to he returned fnmi the mixed (doctorate, he must under- 
go the usual exjuMises, and 1 \\<mdei if some of my Hindu friends would 
t^ke up his case and spend money liom his own jau jeet us lie can well 
afford to do it. 1 do not think that it is advisable to allow tlu' 
Muhammadans to he returned h\ the general electorate. 

There is urudher point and it is this: oui llorrhle Minister has tried 
his best by tins means to drive away the angularitms of 
both communities, but in smh an impoitant Ixaly, there should he^X’ople 
rejuesiMitiug all shades of opinion both from the orthodox Hindu point 
of view and also from the oithodox Muhammadan pong of ^iew, a-' 
(jUestioMs may crop up in the munieipality where opinions of these 
gentlemen would be of immense value. So l)\ mixing toj.:ether the 
Hindus, Muhammadans, ('Inisiiaiis, .|(‘ws and all races \ou want lo drivi' 
away the peeulianties of pailuular eieeds, but that dm*^ not seem to 
be desirable. 

In the third place there is the oidinaiv ju’oveili which m\ fiiend 
Uai dogendra ('hundei (Jhosi* Bahadur has quoted He lias said that tin* 
effect of this s<*parate ele( torate would 1 h* to make Ithai hfmi, that thm 
but it IS also well known that when brothers cannot live in amity it is 
often desiralile foi the sake (d keeping up friendship ami l(>\e among 
the brothers that the\ should separati* and live in a sejaiiate mess: at the 
same time make some eonees.'.ions for their bndhers and it is often found 
that when they are in separate mess their hearts hkhU together and they 
can act togethei moie aiuuubK than they can e^en if they remain in a 
genenil mess. Take, bu instance, the case of the C'ouueil, where we 
have Hindu and Muhammadan brothers. They have entered tin* (\uiiieil 
from different constituem ies and as s<M»n as they come here they are all 
friends working together for the common goml cause and they are all 
one and they can act in amity, (bi the (ontniiy, take up the case of 
any of these districts where l»o(h Hindus and Muhammadans are fight- 
ing with one another. I think we ought to preneed amicably and need 
not quarrel with our brothers and go on saying these things and let no 
tacial question stand in the way of friendship. 
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As reg^rii< plural voting, the y^on’lile Minister has done away with 
|o a certain extent, that is, plural voting should not he allowed in favour 
(4 a paiiicular candidate. With refeivnce to this I would only submit 
tmit thii is a provision whic^ is not an unniixed gtuid, neither an uu- 
mixed evil. It supports in u particular way the interests of u minor 
community. Take, for example, we have 1(H) electors and" the^e* 
are members to be returned ami there are ‘Jo Anglo-] mini ns. I'hese Jo - 
Anglo-Indians have a fair chance of getting a member returned by 
themselves, but in u case where one member lias got oiiIn one \ote, thiui 
out of these UM3 v^tes, the Jo Anglo-Imlians will give J6 votes to 
their firienda and the remaining 100 uill eithei have (o be used against 
tUmufSelvcs or will hav«‘ to be destroNed. 'rhcrchnc, this pnoiVion docs 
not seem to Im» desirable for any minor (‘ommunil\. A few months ago 
Opinions were invited whether the sS'^teiii of plnial voting sliouIcf4t>e 
intr(Kluc<*d to IiKial hoards and some of the mcmlxus of our Pabna Jioard, 
wild thought they Were seiiiie ami would get .Muhammadan volc". scemMl 
to Ih‘ against plural voting. I think the Muhammadans umlerstood the 
4‘ffcct of it, as there w (M’c.Namasudras who wi'ie very anxious to have 
members of their own community and they lould not iftnin tliioi mem- 
bers because the\ could ;iot get the votes, but if tliev were allov\(*d plural 
votes 4hey could semi up then members b\ using the plural \oles in 
favour of a single (amlidatt*. So, in the easi* of the t'abutla Munici- 
pality. w' here* there are minor (ommunities. e.</., M uhammadunH, 
lairopean and Jews, it plural votes wioe allow(*d in favour (d a single 
( amlidate, the interest of minor <-oiiiinunit ies are bettei sei ee<l than 
disallowing them to use all their votes. 

With these remarks 1 whole-heurtedh -.upport this Hill and also 
supjMU't tho motion that the Hill In* <'ii eulutcil for eliciting opinions 
thereon. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Hetoie adjoin ning the ('oum il, I may 
inform the meinlM*rs that the first Imsiness to-morrow will hi* the demamls 
for grants and, after that busiiiesh is eomduded, we shall eontinne tin* 
iliscussion on the pre.seiit motion. 

AdJournmefiL 

The f'ounril was then udjourne*! till d r.w. on '^lnM^day, the 
1st December, 19J1, at the Town Hull, (*al< utta. , 
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ProtvmiiiiftS of the Bengal Legislative C^ncil assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act 

Tiik (!(juncil met at 3 r.M. on Thursday, the 1st December, 1921, in 
the Council (’huinber in the Town Hall, Calcutta. 


Present: 

The l)(*j)iit>-Ibesident in the Chair, the Hon’ble the four Member*^ 
of the executive Council, the Hon’ble the three Ministers, and 80 nomi- 
nated and elected Members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Elections of Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of District Boards^and 
Municipalities. 

*XLII. Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur: Will the llon'blc 
the Miiiistei in char^^e of the DejMirtimuit of Local Self-(io\(‘rnment be 
pleu'^cd to la> on the table a statfunent showing — 

(/) tlie number of ca^vs in winch the ebnlioris of chiiiimcn and 
viee-ehaiinu*n of botii district boards and iminii ijnvlities wcic 
.set a^iidc b\ the (loxenmieiit within llie last ten years, 
iiH'lmlin^’' the current year; 

(n) the reasons foi such ai'tion in each case; 

{in's the mimlKM of eases in whuh the elections had at first l>een 
a}>jui>\ed and were .siih.se(|uently set aside; 

{iv) tla* |H‘rio<l umiuUn taken hy the (lovernment for approving td 
elections; and 

{!') the ilepaituie, if any, ever made in this re?<peet in any east», 
\Nith reasons fm- such de|mrturey 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’blo Sir SuroiNlra Nath Banerjaa): The infor- 
mation asked f<u h\ the iuenil)er cannot be furnished without a great 
ex|H'iiditure of time and h\bour and, in the circumstances, (Government 
n'gret they are unable to compile tliese figures. The election of vice- 
chairmen of district ’hoards and municipalities does not require the 
pipproval of (Government. 
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Straw Chat at Ramkriatopur. 

•XLIII. Babu FANINDRALAL DE: {a) Will the Hon’ble th^ 

Member in cliarg^e of the Mal'ine Deinutment be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that the Port Comm iss ion ers are tryinjjf to remove a ;;?hat at 
Kamkristopur where straw u.^^ed to 1 h‘ sold, ami have stopjHHl i>suin|^ 
jxvsses in order to lease out the same site to some mercantile 'firm ? 

{h) Was the previous sanction of the (tovtunment obtained l»ef(»re 
the Port Commissioners took this stepy 

{(') Did the (iof eminent receive an\ memorial or reprasentation 
from the public or the straw dealers? 

{(1) What action, if any, do the (io\eininent projM»se to take in 
tills matter? 

MEMBER injBharge Of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Mr. Kerr): (a) 1’he facts of the cast* are as follows : - With tin* pro- 
Mous sanction of (Government, fin* Port Coinmissioners ^'ranted 
in 1919 to Messrs. 11. V. Low and (’ompanv, Mana^'-in;*^ A^r^'Uts, 
tin* Standaid I'lour MilL (’ompany. Tiimited. a Neat*'’ leuMi* of a plot 
of lain! iininediat(*l \ iirshore (d' tin* "iti* ns(*d for the lamlin^ of straw* ^ 
It was subsi*4|uently decided by the Commissioneis to ^rant that firm 
a t<*m|Knary^h*ase of tin* adjoininiir foieshon* in ojdi*r to fa( ilitaie tin* 
handling of inateiials bionghi in and (h*sj)atche<l h\ n\er; and another 
landing jdait* for straw NNas ]>H*]>aied about 500 Naids to tin* south witli 
a ii\er fiontagt* of 2tK) f<*et and a depth of 10() feet 'I'he <d«l wharf 
had a frontage of feet ami depth of 00 feet, but N'as used by 

others as well as by stiaw inerebantH; biicks. 'jiml and building 
materials also lM*ing lan<le<i tln*ie. < Oi c ompletion of the m*\\ site tin* 
straw merelijints NN’t*re gi\<*n notn*<* bv tin* ('omm’ssiom*is in I ebrimry, 
19‘-J1, to n*iin>ve tbeii business, but on a reiM(‘scntat ion b\ Ihc former 
that the land NNould not be suf!i<‘i<*iitly fitin until afl<‘r the monscMin, and 
on an assurame h\ tln‘ir n*pres<*ntat in <• that no further ohjection would 
he raised, it W’as de<*ided to allow them t4» continue to use* the old luiid- 
Hig place until the dOlh Septembei. ( >n a fuither reprc‘sc*iitation 

by the dealers an extension up to the 17th t 0 tobc*! was granted, sinc4* 
which time, (jovernment are informed, the new lamiing place is being 
used. 

(h) No. The grant c»f the tenviKuary lea.sf* by, the Coinmissioners 
In Messrs. H. V. Ivow and C'ompaiiy. dm*** not recjuirc* the sanction of 
(Government. The sanction of the local (tovernment uml(‘r w*ctioii 56 
of the Calrulia Port Act, IStK), is necessary oijIn when a h*as<* is for u 
jieriod exceeding 10 years. 

(c) Yen. 

(d) The transfer of the site is a matter of gertenil a<lmiiiistraiioii 
which is entirely wttkin the province of the Port Comroissionerji, i|^d 
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Government have replied to the meraorialista that they do not propose 
\o interfere. 


Percentage of Muhammadane in Government employ. 

•XLIV. Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ; («) Will the Hon’blc the 
in charj^e of the ApiKiintiiient Department be pleased to la\ 
on the tabl(‘ a Htutement showing the total number of employees and 
the nurnher and )HM( enta^:e of Muhammadans amoi^g them in the ujijkm 
and lower divisions of the Itenjral Secretariat clerical service, and ii! 
the rrovimial, Subonlinate and Ministerial services of all the depsirt- 
ments under the JTon’hle the MemlaMs and the Hon’hle the Ministers’^ 
(h) What proiHution of the total numlH*r of apix>intments in each 
de])arlment is reserved for duly (pialified Muhamma<lans ? 

(r ) In what departments and services referred to 'in clause (a) has 
the rule re^^ardinK a luojHH’tionate number of api>ointments for Muham- 
madafis not been observed *1 

{(I) What steps are the Government takinj^ to see that the rule is 
btrictly observed in all the departments I' 

f 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler): (a), {(>), {o and (r/y To obtain 
the information desired would involve an expenditui-e of time 
and labour that in the o]>inion of (io\erninent would 1 h‘ incommen- 
surate with the utilitv of the information. A Nearly return is .submitted 
U) GovernuK’Ut as lefifards tin* Secretaiiat and attaihed offices .showing? 
the stejw taken dunn^ the Near to attain the j>re.scnhed p'rcentuge in 
th(' matter of Muhammadan re(iuitment. As regards district offices, a 
yearly return is subinitteil to the ('ommissionei . who records a resolu- 
tion on the return which is submitted to Government. The matter 
therefore is constantly under uniew'. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were lekJ on the table). 

FalM>ff ih the number of oases, civil and criminal. 

m. Babu DEVENDRA LAL KHAN: {a) Will the non ble the 

Member in charge of the .ludirial Deportment be pleased to place on 
the table a com]»arative statement showing-, under different hetwlSj the 
number of c^wes, civil and criminal, in Bengal between the inoOihs of 
January and St'pteml>cr in the year I9i?0 and in the corresponding period 
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(ft) Will the Hon'lile the Mei.ilier 1h> pleaseil to state whether it i* 
a tart that there has lieeii a fall-oft in the mitnher «>f eases ia the A|)])ellftt6* 
Side of the (’aleutta Hijrh (\.mt this year (l!) 3 n in <onii»erison with 
that of 1020!' If so, is the Eon'lile tlie .Meiiils'r in a )iositioii to state 
the causes to which this full-off js ilueh 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Sir 

Abd-ur-Rahim). (n) and (/>) The nieinber is referred to the Jliigb 
{'ourt’s annual rejunts on the administration ol tivil and criminal jus- 
n. e. which contain the judicial statistics of tin* Presidem y. To supply 
the furtlier inforinatian rei|uired would entail an undue amount of 
labour on, and interference with the ordinary work <if. the ofht ials of 
the Hi^-h Court, which Government would not he .justified in askinff 
from the Court. 


Proporti«n of Muhammadtns in Covornment servioe. 

133. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: („) Will the 
Ilon'l.le Ihe Memls-r in .liaif-e of (he Apisiintinent Deimilnient, 1 k' 
pleased to lay on (he tuhle a statement showin«', foi the IVesi.leiiey of 
Itenpi^ the nnmlM'is of 'Hindu and Mnhaniinadan minioterial ofliei-rs in 
tin* ( Division of the oflic'es of : — 

(/) Ma^iH^rate-Collectors ; 

(n) District and Sessions .Ind^res ( inelndiny- Additional District 
and Sessions Judges'! ; 

im) Suliordinate Jinl^es and Munsifs; and 

(m ) (\)ininissioriers of Divisions^ 

i f>) Will the Ifon’hle the Meinher Im* ph*as«Ml to state whether the 
preset lived projMvrtion of Muhammadans to Ifindiis lias been maintained 
in the I j>jxM' Division of t In* s<* offices : 

((') Will the Hon’hle the MemlnT he pleasetl to state whether it is 
a fact that there is no pluharnmadan (dficf»r in tlx* Manufiuturinjf^ 
Department of the Alifxire Juvenile Jail? 

(fl) Are the Government eonsiilerin*,^ th<‘ desirability of at>i»oiniinjf 
« 3fuhammadari in place of the present hf*ad clerk who is retiring 
shortly from service ? 

The Hofi’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a), (hi tr) and (//) The 

memWr is referred to the an-'Wer ^iven at this meeting to a starred 
question put by Maulvi Kkraniul TIuf|. 


Cholera outbreak in Mymefiiingti. 

^S 4 » Mr* S« M* BOSE: (a) lias (he attention of the JJon'ble the 
Kiniater in charge ot the Department of lx>cal Self-Govenunent b6e|^ 
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drawn io an appeal by Mr. Sasadhar Ghosh, Vice-Chairman, District 
*Board, Mymensinf^h, callinfi^ attention to the widesprea(J outbreak of 
cholera in a Virulent and epidemic form in the Mymensingh district 
and askin^,^ for help? 

(h) If so, will the ITon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what 
steps, if any, the Government have already taken and propose to take to 
cope w'ith the epidemic? 

(c) What are the fif^nres of mortality in each of the subdivisions of 
the district, due to this epidemic? 

The Hon’bleSir 8URENDRA NATH BANEReEA: (a) The answer 
is in the affirmative. Tliou^h the outbreak is reported to he widespread 
it is ])arlirularlv severe alonjr tlio lines of railway communication 
between Mymen.sin^di on the one hand and Jagannathganj and Bahadiir- 
ahad on the other. 

(h) and (r) The report of the Director of Public Health on the 
epidemic is laid on the table. 


He, port referred to iu the reply to clauses (h) and (r) of 
unstarred queJition No, 1^4, ^ 

The Hon’tde Minister's note of the 2nd instant on the recent outbreak of 
cholorn in epidemic form in the MynieriKin^di district. I note )k*1ow for to- 
information tlie action tjiken bv me in ttie matter. 

2. S<K)n after rcMiimii^ inv office on tlie 24tli ultimo, 1 reported to Government 
alnnit the ctiolcra epidcnie The Assistant Director of Public HealUi of tfao 
Dacca (hrclc had already hem depute<i to insjK><*t the affei tod locality and advise 
the loeal nuthorities and 1 left for M> mensir^^h on the .frd instant. 

1 arrived at Mvmensinnh on the 1th instant and was met by the Vice-Chair- 
man of the District Hoard with wliom I discus.stHf matters as to how best the out- 
break fan Im' met I tlien saw first the District Magistrate and the Civil Surgeon 
and afterwards the Vi(e(^)iairmiin of the District Hoard ; the District Magistrate, 
tlie Civil SurgcMin and myself met together and ngrvH^ U|>on a line of action, 
vix , that the Di-stmt Hoard would em|)OWer the Chairman of the various Local 
Hoards to administer the anti-i hi>lera work in each sufdivision. The District 
Mngi.strate promised that as far as fsHsihle he would take action to secure the 
c'CHim'ration of the jiohce In the nhsenc'c of a District Health Officer, the Civil 
Surgeon issued instructions to the medical staff in regard to treatment and disiii- 
fcM'tion and sterihratioii of water-supplies. The staff of doctors taken up by me (one 
assistjint »urg<*on. six siitvnssistoiit surgmns and two compounders) were placed 
under the orders of the District Hoard who d^uted th?m to work ujider"tbe Local 
Hoards Necessary nuHlicines and disinfcM'tants were taken from Calcutta. 

4. The District Hoard had already taken some actfon to check the progress 
of the epidemic W’hich was reported to me in their letbw No. $020, dated the 28th 
(h'toher, 1921, copy of which is encloaed. 

/>. The American Mediial Mission and the Bengal Social Service Lea0w as 
n^prestmU'd on the s{)ot hv Dr. Tvnight and Mr. Niogi respectively a|p alao working 
voluntarily in the district and nvoperating with the local authf^iae ooooertmg 
antH'holera measures. Tliey have been provided with antbehokm vaoclM i|id 
^lorog^n by my departomt. 
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6. I moved the Surgoon^CIcnernl in the matter. At my iotttmt'e he liae 
deputed three eeb-eMistant surg^na and has ABked the Super(|jWndeiit of the 
Dacca Kedical Sohool to recruit nine passed ^tlldent8 from the school for anti-choWra 
work in the affected places. * 

7. As regards medicines and disinfectants, I supplied each of the five subdivisioni 

of the district with 30 gallons of chlorogen on tlie 2nd November, 1913. Another 
hundred gallons of chlorogen was supplitvl to Dr Knight on the 11th November, 
1921. He was alao supplied with 8(X) c.c. of antH holoia vaoriuo; GOO c c, of anti- 
cholera vaccine was also placed nt tlio disiKiHul of Mr. Niogi of tlu^ rlervioe 

Iicague. Leaflets and posters were also freely distrihtjt<Hl. 

8. The figures for the attacks and deaths from c}:olern in the Myinensingh 
district during the weea ending 5th Noveinb€‘r were 1,171 and 722 res|K*rlively. 
During the auoceeding week ending the 12tli Xo\i‘ndK»r tiie I'onesjsuHhng flgnres 
were 032 ahdU4fi7. Tlie outbreak np|»earh to be on the decline. 


The ttnd Novrmher, 1921, 


0. A. Hknti.sy, 
Dnrrtor of Vuhltc Health. 


Letter referred to in pnragrofdi 4 of the (thorn ii^port. 

# 

No. 6020, dated Myinensingh, the 28th lt>21 

Prom — Dabu Sahadiiar Ghohe, n.i.., VitH'-Chnirnuin, District Hoard, 
• Mymensingh, 

To — ThE^Director of Public Health, llengal. 

In reply to your letter No. 16384E., dnt«Nl the 27th Septendn'r last, I have 
the honour to inform you that the outbreak of eladera has spread far and wide since 
in virulent and epidemic form in the district All the siilKlivisions of the district 
except Netrakona have been affoci^Kl. Tliere have btvn several liundrcsls of deaths 
within a very short time. 

The District Board has appointed 33 doctors to treat cholera patients. The 
Civil Surgeon has advertised for more doc^tors They nre all working under the 
Civil Burgeon. The Assistant Director of Public Health has starter} diRtnfe<>non 
work with the help of three Government dmlors he has brought and tho Sanitary 
Inspector of the B^rd. The Board is most unsparingly si.fiplyiiig nir*dirine actvjrding 
to the direction of the Civil Surgeon and the Assistant DirivUir of Public Health. 

The Superintendent of Police was requested to distribute leaflets roniaintng 
sanitary instmetioDs to literate villagers of affected areas and to instruct the tlliiersie 
people to follow the same through thana officers and ehaukidars and he has very 
kindly agreed to do the same. The leaflets have been sent to him. 

The Dfairict Deputy Inspector of Schools has been requested to do similar work 
through achoei 4eachers. He has got 4,282 schools under his c/mtrol. 

Hie big mniiidan of the district and manager of the wards* estates have been 
t^>9[tieit«d lo appoiflA doctors to do treatment and preventive work within their 
*Aap©ctive aMBimdariea. 

ttw Khai Mahal Deputy Collectors hare been^ reqiiest4Mj to appoint doctors 
#i:|WUl pgalff fowls for Khas Mahals affected. 

The legdi bb^es df all the sobdiviskms hare been rwiuesterl to arrange to trno 
mem b er s to diatdbpdd medictoe, do disinfection work and to teacb paopj| 
rolw. ** 
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The Hubdiviaioiml Officers have been requested to form local orRanieations of 
medical men and volunteers for the same purpose. The cost is td bp borne by tiu. 
District Board. <. 

I have issued an appeal through p&\)CTs for help from the generous public an i 
also have invited the benevolent societies tb help the people ofiJhe diArict in tln i* 
distress. 

I have requested the Secretaries of the local Jansabha, Anjunian a. id Ram Kn.slnia 
Mission to come forward to help in this crisis. 

I further beg to state that more doctors arc required but none are availaMr 
though due advertisement has Is'eii given by tlie Civil Surgeon, f rt^quest >(tu 
to be so good as to send, if jKissihle, 12 lioctors to this Biaird for the pur|svsc. an i 
nn'dicine. 

A Health Officer has recently been a(>poiiitc<i and is shortly expected. 


District board dispensary in Barrackpore rural area* 

135. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHUltl; |») Will t)i. 
TIoii’hU* th(‘ Minisfer in charge of the Department of Loeal Selt- 
Governmi'nt lie pleased to .stall* whether it is a fact that there is in* 
(lispensury maintaineil by tlie ‘>?4-]’aiganas District Hoard in Ih** 
HarrnekiKire rural aiea? 

{It) If HO, are the Government coiisideiing the desirability of calling 
the attention of the District Hoard to tlic absence of such dinpensai} '' 

(r) Is the llon’ble the Ministei await* that an application for ;i 
new disiH*nsury ntuii Narayan])ui in iht* Hairackjsire subdi\isiou wa^ 
considered at a meeting of the LM-Paiganas District Hoard held on the 
24th dune, IDH), and that it was recommended for Hanetion? 

{(J) If HO, will the TTon’ble the Minister bt* pleased to state wliv 
nothing further has been done ninee then to establish the jiroixised 
ilisix^nsary ? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The ( hair 
man of the District Hoard ro}>orts that there is no district board 
disiKMisary in the rural area of the Harraekpore huIkH vision, but the 
jH'ople of the rural area get nietlieal aiil from the municijnil dispeusarieN 
whic h are in most ea.ses within easy reueh and aided by the Distiit t 
Hoard, 24-rarganaH. 

{h) Government have recently circulari7.t*d district boards on the 
need for new disjuMi.saries aiwl hospitals, but it is against the Govern- 
ment iHilicy to intei-fere in a matter of detail such as this. 

(c) Government are informed that the Sanitation Committee’s pro- 
{wsal to establish a disiamsary at Narayanpur was accept^ by the 
District Board at its meeting held on 15th July, 1919, 

(d) Government are informed that want of funds hge prei^nte<l 
the District Board from taking further action in the niAtter^ but the 
district health officer is preparing a revised programme of dispensai;^ 

^o be opened in order of their urgency. 
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Sa— L ind Revenue. 

member id ofiarge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon'hle the Mahirajadhiraja Bahadur of Burduran) 

moved (1) “ that a (»t Ks. S,SSS be tmnsfernd from * laiiid 

lif'vehUi*- “Maii;if:‘eni<‘iit of t iovi i nmeiit K>tatf‘s’ to ‘11. Works — 

Ibiblic Works Department ' tm aeeouiit ot < on.strm t ion of a btnldiii^f foi 
the Khasmahal oili(^ at Lalmohan in tlie distiiit of Hakaj^Minj.“ ami 

“ that a snin ol Its. S71 be t. ui-teMed -tifon ‘b. Iiawtl Heve- 
aue- Savvey and Settlement ' to *41.~ (’ivil Works lNjl>lie W ork^ 
Drpartmetil,’ f>ti areonnt of ceitain additions to. and alievalions in, the 
lacks and ^miiK^ays of the existing iec<n<l loimi of the .lessore Settle- 

,, • 
incnt. , 

In Thsember, (fovonnneiit aicordeil mlminist i at i\ e approval 

to the c(»nstrnction of a bpildin*; at lailniohan in the district of Hakar- 
•rani at an estimated co^l of Ks. H.dSS and the sum of Its. ‘./.bOO \u\f' 
spent dnrin^'^ the year Jb„>(V>.M The Hoard of Hevenne have piovider 
♦ or tht balance of the ( os| rd IN S.SSS out ol then ^nant ioi the m ina^fe- 
ment of (iovernment llstates foi the \<'ar lb?0-‘Jl. As the charge h 
<lcbifable to ll#ad 11 - ^'ivil Woiks Hnbln Wbuks |)cj)arl nnmt , it i' 
profiosed tf» transfer the ainoinil from (»ne head to anothei In HUH 
l»ov(^ nmenl ac<<irded administrati\e appioval to the cemst met ion af ai 
estimated cost of Rs. ‘JldKiS .d’ the lecoid loom at .lessore in connectioi 
^vlth settlement ofrerations which aif* ^oinjir on in that distiiit. It ha 
now ltr*en reported by the Director ot liUnd Records that certain lohli 
tions to, and alterations in. the racks and |jran)..'^wa \ s of the cxistinj 
leem’d room are reipiired. at an estnnatc<l < ost <»f Rs Si I, As there r 
no provision for this work in the Ihdvincial Civil Works bndm*l, it if 
pi oposed to meet the cost b\’ tin* transfer' of Rs. Sil from o. Cam 
Revenue — Survey and Settlement ’* to “ \].~ ( ivil Works l*nbli( 
W’orks Department,” 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ABDUL dUBBAR PAHLOWAN movef 
“ that the siiTn of R.s, which is propose<l to transfer from o.- lii»m 

l»e\enni*- - M.inatreTnent of (iroveniment Kstatn's’ to ‘41. - I ivd Works— 
Publ^ Works Deiwrtineirt * on acc«>nnt of the consffmtron of a Iniihl 
iuff ak Tialnifihan in the di^rtrict of Bakar^ranj, he reduced by ll». u,(l00. 

I Wg* to say a few words to support my motion. In the fm'O of thf 
hnancjal <?lffieu1tie« of the firovernment under the ReformH Scheme, 
think it is the duty of the Government an(> the fiuhlir’ to tr>' in ever 
po#wible way to retrench in every department of the administraiiofi 
I think if this |Kdicy of ret reiicli ment is not adopted, it will not only rnnk 
the Refonng ^ failuie, but it may lead Government to future troubW 

o o 1 
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*The other day His Excellency the Governor said that to meet the finau- 
cial situation, duties on stamps will have to be enhanced and aiuu?>e- 
menls taxed; I think no one will oppose Ifce tax on amusements, hut I 
am ufiaid there will he a fcreat outcry, and discontent will arise through, 
out the country if there is an increase of stamps duty, of which the n<u.. 
co-operators will take advantage. So I request the Government to 
adopt a policy of retrenchment. Some may eay that petty amourtK 
like this — Rs. 5,000 — should not be taken account of, but 1 sav timt 
these petty things are not to be disregarded, becajise larger things are 
conp(sed of petty things. With these few wor.h, 1 tno^’e the jiiolion 
standing* in my name. 

The Hen’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: All that I can understand from the sj»eech of the genth** 
man who has just moved an amendment to my motion, is that it is vei> 
wrong, in view of His Excellency’s speech in the Council the other da\. 
to allow expenditure of money and permit extravagance. There is im 
(piesiion of our being extravagant or spending money except what ^ 
in the budget. We have to finish this work as I mentioned just now 
In the former case, we have already spent Rs. 2,500 and another Rf . 8,8SS 
is reijuired and is expected to be ai)ent this year. The construction (d 
4he building, which has been started, must be finish^cj, and conse- 
quently it is quite clear why I cannot accept this motion. 

f As regards the additions and alterations in the record room, thesr 
have already been made, and the money already spent. All we want 
is Us. 871, and I think it is rather childish to bring in ,a motion of thiN 
kind at this .stage, as the mover knows that the building has been started 
and must be completed this year. 

The amendment was put to the vote and declared lost. A division 
was demanded with the following result : — 

AYES. 


SaHlewan. Mauivi Mtf. AMul Jubbar. 


NOES. 


AMy, Saba Amwlya Obaiia. 

Afial, Nawabiaba Kban saliaittr. 
AluiiMl, Khan Sahatfur Manlwt WaaimiiMiii. 
Ahmab, Maiitvi AiahaniMin. 

Ahmab, Mautvi Kmabnbbin. 

Ahmab, Mauiwl Rah Ubbin. 

AM. Mr. tyab Krfan. 

AM, Manihl Ayab. 

Arhamabbiii, Maaivi KnanbahaK 
Atani, Khan bahabar Khiraja M tham ab. 
•anariaa, tha Han^bia tir taranbra Nath. 
Sartan. Mr. M. 

<5(rta, Bhba S b an aab y ht Sm. 

SbM, Mr. t. M. 


I Charmahar, laba Raaik ChaiibiM. 
j Chaabhufi, mt Man'Ma tha Navtb SalyM 
j Nawah Ali, Khan lahabar. 

{ Caahran, Mr. A. 

Oat, Saha Mifaliniabav. 

I Dai Canta. Raba Ntbaran Chanbra. 
OaU, Rai Bahabar hyari UU. 

Datt, Mr. Ajay Chanbar. 

Oinral, Mr. N. h. 

Frenal^ Mr. F. C. 

Ohaaa, Mr. O. C. 

O aab t , Mr. $. W. 

Ma% Maaivi A. K. FaiHil. 

HaphyiMi Mr; W. t. 

0 . 
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m 


MM MMlvi ClirMiul. 
icariw. MMrtvi AMmL 
K«rlin« «•«•*« rMtot 
Karr, tlw Hr. 4. H. 

KMA. 0#»«iMlr* Lai. 

Kkaa. Maulvi Mtf. Raftaua Utfdin. 
tails. 

taw, Ra|a llaalwa CaM. 

MaharaiaShiraja RahaSur of lurSwam 
tM Moa^blo. 

Makramali, MUfiaM. 

Mar**, Rf. A. 

tat Mon Wo Mr. P. C. 

MukhtrjM, Rabtt Mitya Ohon 
Muhhorji, Profaooor S. C.o 
Mvkliopasayaya, Rabu taral Obandra. 

Ayes bein^ 1 and the Noe.*- 


! MuHioli. Raba Mirada Rtbary. 

Pasffia, Mr. C. F. 

I Rabim, tbo Hoii'bla Sir Abd-ar. 

I Raikat, Mr. Praianna Dob. 

Ray, Kuaiar tbib Sbobbarotwar. 

I Robinson, Major42ofioral W. N. R. 

: Roy, Mr. Rijoy Prasad Slnsb. 
j Roy, Ral Rabadur Lain Moban tlfisb. 
Roy, Ra)a Manllolt Slnsb. 

Saiam, Khan Rabadur Abdus. 

Sarkar, Rabu Jogosb Obandra. 

Sarkar, Rabu Ritbindra Math, 
ttopbonson, Mr. H. L. 

I Swan, Mr. 4. A. L. 

Wboolor, Iho Hon*blo Sir Honry. 

.^7, the motion was lont. 


The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Babu Surendra Nath Ray): I am 

M>n\ to find that u niemhar of (’ouncil is wlllint: to imt tlic ollior 
to IIIIIK H'ssury iiicoiivi-iiioiii-o in tliis wnv; In- onulit to liavo 
known lictter. H<> knew fall well the feeliiiff of tlie [fonse, ami know- 
mtf that he ouirht not f(k have called for a division frivoloiisly and 
wasted the time of the Council. 


d'h© original motion Was then put and a^freed to. 


• 2S.— Jails and Convict SattlenMnts, 


MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon'btt 
Sir Henry Wheeler) moved “ that a sum of Hs, .MMt he transferred 
lion, the suppleinentary irrant of Its. 4,11(10 under ‘ 2r,.- .lails and Convi. t 
Setllemenls ’ voted in the Inly session for appointment of a special 
yiiaid lor political prisoners, to I'olice' on account of a deputation 

allowance to the men deputed from the liastein Frontier Itifles to the 
Alipore Jail, for ffuardiiiK political prisoners. 


(»n the 15th of July last, it will he within the recollection of the 
( ouncil that the Hon-hle Sir Ahd-iir-Uahim obtained their approval to 
a special supplementarv frrant of Ks. 4.0(l(l in order to provide a special 
iruard for certain prisoners who had heen removed from the Andamans 
to the Alipore Jail, and were (riven there separate and special urcommmla- 
tion which necessitated the employment of 10 warders and 2 head warders 
to (fuard the barracks in which they were placed. The need of this 
^uard arone in April la«t, but it took time tfi rof niit it unr t e men 
were not obtained till August. In the meantime, to meet the o., mediate 
necessity, we lent men from the Faislerti »en(fal Kifles as a temporu^: 
exjieduffit, and it is proimsed to 1^*<**^» billow injr t #* premen 
previous occasions, a deputation allowance four 1*^^^ 

meet their expenses during their sUy in an ex,.ens.ve city like f .alcutU. 
The toUl expenditure involved is Rs. 500 only, and it will be .i|et from 
the grant of which the Council has already approved; it is therefor^ 
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a ti'ansfer from major head to another, and, as such, requires thp 
Man(‘tiou of Council. 

The motion was then put and agreed to* 

26.— Police. 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Sir 
Henry Wheeler) moved “ that a sum of Ks. and Ks. :».(KK) he 

Iransierred froni ‘ !Jt>. — Pnlice — Dishii t hiXeciiliAj^e Force — J*elty con- 
striction and rejiairs and icvi>.ion of hout estahlishincnt tor (drclc 
insjiectors', et<.,’ ies|K‘cti\el\ , lo ‘41.— ('ivil Works — I'uhlic Work^ 
Jlepartmcnl to meet tlieco.st oi tenifioiaiy buildings for accommodation 
of the emergency {>olice force at Asaiisol.” 

Dn the L^Oth of April last, 1 explained to the Council the ciicunistanres 
in which we thought it nec(‘s.sar\ to add to the policV* force located at 
Asuns(d in ordei t<» afford moie adeipiate [ooteclion to the vei\ large 
interi‘stM which <‘cntre in that subdivision, and to salegu.iiii them 
against lawlessness on the pait id the laig^e laboui population which i" 
now congregated theie. 'I’he juoposal whuh 1 pow make is ( onseqiien- 
tial to the sanction then gi\en to leciuit this additional toil e.* The 
foitie (dearly reijuired to be accommodated, ami no other local buildings 
kriiii^g availafde, the pioposal has lieen maile to accpiin' land and build 
barracks tor them, d'he laml is about to lie taken uji, and the piesent 
Vofe has reference to the buildings. It is pi(»|Miseil to <(instrucf an 
inspect<iCs bungalow, (wo constable.s' bariai ks and thiei* sluabs and a well, 
and to find the mone_\ fiom two heads, whiidi it will Be observed, 
HJ'e alreadv pait ami parc<d id tin* poliee budgid. Hut (he construction 
of the buildings being a Public \\orks maltei, here again, we have to 
transfer the money fiom one majoi head to another. The co.st can 
only be met out (d the Police budget b\ post jKoiing other scheni(‘s, but the 
urgency (d this matter is so great that we do not think it can leg'itimately 
be jmstponed, and we are <d opiniim that we shoubl pioceed at once with 
iKe construction id these buildings. 'I'he buildings will lie of a semi- 
pfrmunent type in the intere.st of cheapness, as at (he moment w'e can- 
not afford to build to permanent spei ificat ion, but they will be of u type 
#hich W'ill la.st for some tinu*, and when we find it possible to replace 
them permanently the materials, .smdi as iron, eli will not be wasted, 

Hhibu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI moved “ that the sum of 

Rs. 3(bth‘kS which it is j>ropose<l to transfer from ‘ 20. — Ihdice — District 
i^IXAt'utive Fone — Petty construction and repairs* to ‘41, — (^ivil Works — 
^ orks Dejnirtment ’ to meet the <‘o.st of temjxirary huildings 
for accommodation of the eiiiergencv police force at Asansol, lie reduced 
by Ks. 25.(MH).’* 

^ My principal objeiiion is that if it }>e necessary to do anything for 
maintaiiifug peace and order in th<‘ labouring population, who are not 
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actual inhabitants of this province^ aiut who me impoi:tetl for ihe benefit 
(,f the mining and other iiidu-^tries. (he people for ^husc benefit they 
work should be mu(b‘ to pajb for them. If not the whole, a subj^ntial 
petition of it. Ibit I see no indication of such a pro)msa] in the apcech f>l 
the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler. 1. therefore, hope that this ('ouncU 
>h«»uld tiike my suggestion int«» <‘onsidcnit ion and ask the peo])le who 
are benefited to make a certain contribution for the police to 1 h' statitmed 
in the mining areas. 'I'he police fon c proptwetl 1<» be stationed at Asaii- 
-Hid is not for the benefit of tlie geneial public but only f<»r a certain 
set lion t)f iht" public? So T think the expenses of niaintaining it should 
not be met from '‘‘the general revenues. If \\e refuse to sanction this 
demand the people who are interested in the affair wonbl be tddiged to 
make their own arrangements, that is, (hey uouhl pa\ tor the police tlii^v 
retjnire. Although it is said to be a teni|M>rai> measure, but the aimuint 
asketl for is a pK^U* large om*. Wc are going to s]»eml Hs. d7,0tM) for llie 
iMiilding ami that tor the accoinniodat ion of onl\ l(Ml pt‘ople. 1 do mil 
understand why so large a foice shtuibl h<‘ neetletl lh<*re and li i\' can it 
b.* a leniporar\ arrangeniebt if tbeif pieseme tbeie is net essai^ foi the 
imuntenance <d jieacc and (»rder. At piesent the\ are liKated at 
Htiidwan and when oci^ision arises the\ an* taken there Asaiisol is 
♦ »n!\ a few liours i«)iirney from Hnrdwan and the foice cun easily and 
aitiuuil much difficulty go from the latt<*i placr to Asaiisol when thty 
aie leqiiiretl fliere Hut if the scheme is not to be abandoned I suliTnif 
(hat the people foi’ whose lienefit this for< e is to be maintained should be 
made to contribute at least a good p(»rtion <d the cost. 

With these few words, I bung forward this amendment for the coiiMi- 
deiation of tbe (aiuncil. 

Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: Though this is a new de- 
mand yet it sliows that at la^t it has been possible to effect some economy 
in the police grants already made and 1 cannot help congratulating the 
llon’ble Member on the ec ononiic inanngcTiK'nt of the Ibilice Department. 
When during the last budget debate some of us objected to the 
demand, thinking that retnuicliiiients Wf*re possible, if the\ were 
attempted, we wane culbol irresjxuisible and jH*rverH<‘. We were 
assured at that time on the highest authority possible in this Council^ 
that no retrenchments anywhere were jios.sible, ami that only (h« 
abs^dutely i ml is|><M) sable demands weie j)ress#*d. ^ ain, theref<»W, 
very glad to aee that the Hon’ble Meml>er has < hanged his opinion tin<1? 
Hhen, and has found out that retrench men ts were possible: Rs. 
which w'as set apart as lump provision for the revision of iKnit-^’stnliUali# 
rnentn and Rs. r'H.fKK) for petty repairs have after all l»e<*ri found 
Raryandnot indispensable, thus proving ftnee more that responatble^ 
Memlieraof the Government, like all other common human Wings, Jo err, 
of can be misled by their very efficient staff. Once T had the honour of 
Wing complimented by the Hon^ble MemWr that police demands stiflli 



VD my gorge, but I hope that our Hon^ble Member has by this time learat 
by experience that it is not always proper to swallow whatever is purveye<j 
to him by his subordinates. I hope this instance will be so remembered 
by all our Hon’ble Members and Hon’ble Ministers that they be kind to 
us, and not brush aside our suggestions as emanating from irresponsible 
quarters. 

But now to the demand itself. From the memorandum circulated to 
us, I find that Ks. is only demanded now as the estimated cost of 

some temporary buildings. But we have been so often regaled with 
demands for unfinished buildings and all that, that we naturally look 
askance at these things. We are familiar with the Government methods 
and have learnt the truth of the proverl) — “Give him an inch, and he will 
have an ell.” Before granting we naturally feel curious tolinow whether 
this aimmnt of Us. df),9;{8 is (he total estimated cost of (he building or only 
this year’s estimuie of an insignificant ]>art of llic greater whole that is to 
come up next year. Gur Hon’ble Member, 1 hope, would pardon this, 
our natural curiosity, and satisfy us with an authoritative pronouncement 
to be left on record for next year’s use. 

And, when we have seen in the last Gazette that about 30 bighas of 
land are going to be acquired foj* this temporary purpose, our suspicion is 
roused that this matter is not going to end with this Ks. 36,000, and in 
this (connection I cannot help referring to the debate whi(ch^we had on the 
20th of April last. The Ilon’bie Member had said — 

At present at Asansol we have a small forc'o only— a sergeant, 2 head-con- 
Htahles and 24 constables. Our proposals contemplate tlie addition of an inspector, 
a aerKcant, 6 head-constables and 100 constables, at a recurring; cost of lU. 37.811' 
and non-recurnnK cost of a little over Hs. 6,000 The scheme, 1 submit, is n<»- 
^tUing more than a reasonable insurance against possible risk. But 1 have ever> 
wish to meet the Council, as far us I can in their desire for economy, and I have 
given examples already m which we have acted with reluctance in the mattor of 
polic'e extienditure. In this present instance 1 am willing to give another. There 
will be some difiiciilty about housing these men, and 1 am willing to start with 
an addition of 60 ('onstables only, with a corresponding reduction in subordinate 
officers . . . Tlio budget provision is for Rs. 20,000. Without calculation, I 
could not tell exactly what reduction is possible, but I think I may safely knock off 
Ra. 7,600. 

So, he had expressly stuted that the non-recurring cost, apparently for 
buildings, etc., would amount to a little over Rs. 5,000 and he very 
magnanimously, we are thankful for it, consented to knock off 
7,600 from the demand of Rs. 20,000. I do not know if by a little 
over Rs. 5,000 the Membt'r meant that R.s. 5,000 already provided for, 
togtdher with this Rs. 36,000, i.c., a total of Rs. 41,000. It seems to be 
a very good “little more” on (he previous authoritative pronouncement. 

At that time, having a ery reasonable suspicion of this slow but 
sure method of gradually increasing demands for brick and mortar 
aotiviHes, Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur bid suggested ike 
Loaiion of the emergency force at Chinsura, a place within a few hours 



urney from Asansol, and where Government buildings are lying vacant^ 
id accommodation is easily available. At least it should remain where 
now is, t.€., at Burdwan, ajilate within three hours* journey, and Horn 
here more than a dozen trains start for Asansol. However, we now 
>me to gather the reason of that day’s magnanimity and the superb 
locking off of Rs. 7,500 for this allocation of sanctioned grants was 
jrhaps even then in view. But we must he very thankful, as we are 
ften enjoined to be, for the extreme candour with which we are treated. 

We are having also other new buildings for the quartering of the 
inergenc y police for#!e in other places, too. In the LM-Parganas for the 
ousing of 672 policemen, a ^wilding is being built costing us l^s. 28, (HH). 
n Hooghly for the housing of 278 men only Ks. 11,722 has been sane- 
loned. But here in Asansol lor the temporary accommodation of about 
(I peo[de we are asked to sanctitm Us. or thereabouts. 

His Excelleiic]^ the (iovenior, in his opening speech of the ju'eseiit 
[‘Hsion of the Council, h.'id said— 

W« l»ave decided that in matter of civil wtirks the udiviUes <»f the Public 
Sorka Department next year must confined to works actuuliy in pronren*, np 
ew works of any kind being taken up. 

'hat fras the assurance which His Excellency gave us. Does it mean 
hat only the buildings concerned with Education and Sanitaticm would 
lot be taken in hand, and not those of the Police Department, that dei»art. 
nent being so much reserved as to he beyond even guhernatonal controD* 
day be, we arc merely ill-infoiincd, wc, tin* ordniarv membiMh. 

Next, there are about 150 collieries in Bengal, wlnlc in Hihar time 
ire about 250. How do they manage in Bibai r' Have they g«»t any 
ipecial emergency force, t<‘niporary or p(*rinanent, quartered in or near 
he colliery district? We must have adequate information of all these 
Lhiiigs before w’e can launch into any such big building schemes 

In this connection, I feel bound to remind the Council and the 
Hon’ble Member that a Police (•oinmittee is sitting expressly for the 
purpose of retrenchments. Why not wait for their proposals? Why 
not put up these things before them and have their suggestions? I his 
police force is not without accommodation at present, then w'hy this 
unseemly hurry in rushing through with a temporary building costing 
more than Rs. 40,000? We are. however, very reasonable. We allow 
a grant of about Rs. 15,000 which to all must appear, sufficient for such 
a temporary purpose. I appeal to the House to put a stop to this sort 
of extravagance. I ask, pray or entreat, whatever ycni like, Sir, '.he 
Government, to be a little more reasonable in its expenses regaitling 
the police. ^ 

Mr. BUOY PROSAD SINGH ROY: I rise to oppose ibe amend* 
ment proposed If Babu Kisbori Mohan Chaudhuri. I must confess 
that I fail to appreciate his arguments and those of bis supporter, Kunifk 



#Shib Shekhun^Hwar Way. The Kumar’H suggestions are impracticable. 
It may be too lute sometimes to take the police force from Chinsura and 
other distant places to protect the miningopopulation in Asansol. Tho 
owners ol the mining industries aio indispensable part of the general 
public and on their safety depend the safety and prosperity of a large 
number of industries ni this countyv. Jhibu Kishori Mohan Ohatidhiin 
proposes that a special tax should be realised from those miners loi 
wlorse sake the poli<e force is net'essary. That is a bad principle. In 
that (;asc (/ulculta ought to pay extra tax for maintaining .large police 
loMCs tV>r its juoicction. With thc.sc words, I beg to o])pose the 
anicndmc;it 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: It is with extreme 
regret that I oppose the amendment of Habu Kishori Mohan (’haudhuii 
and Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Hay, that undoubted authority in tljN 
('ouiicil on police retrenchments, and 1 do so not because. I do not hmh- 
puthise with him but on a (|Uestion of principle. In the last budget 
discussion when some of us did not oppose the (lovernment in its demand 
for nmirly two ciores of rupc'es for the police, we did so, not because 
we jit that time did not feel that too much moti(*v was being asked foi 
by (lovernment, more money than we could jiossibly spare, but li^cause 
we could not point out definitely wluue retrenchments could el)ectivel\ 
be made d'he ('ouncil latci thought Ht to rectify what<l coie-idei' to 
liave been a mistake nuule in a. moment of generosity. Subsfujuent to 
that the Police Hetrenchimuit (’ommittee was appointed. The Police 
Helrencliment ('ommittee is meant to im|uire into what possible 
retremhments cun be nuule in the Polic«> Department, and I am suie 
they will also deal with tlie principle whether the mining industry oi 
any other particular indust ly, protected as such, should not be made 
to pay for (he pH)tection which they desire from the (lovernment. 
Th(»refore, as a matter of principle is involved in thi.s quesfion, which 
needs (‘oiisid< red judgment and deliberation 1 feel that I cannot but for 
the time being oppose tiie amendment of Habu Kishori Mohan Thaudhuri. 

Btbtl AMULYA DHONE ADDY: T entirely agree wu'th Babu 
Kishori Mohan (Mmudhun that necessary steps should lie taken for the 
retrem-hment of police expenditure, but I am really sorry to find that in 
this particular case, I cannot but opjuise his amendment. The pro|>oHul 
is to acquire a <eytain part of land in Asansol and erect a temporary 
building for the ui comnuMlation of certain constables for tlic protection 
(»f the coal-mines of our province. I disiigree with him especially on (he 
principle which he proposes tf> lay d(»wn. He suggests that it is the 
proprietors of collieries who should be called up«>n to pay for this aoqni* 
sititm of land and tW erection of the buildings. I lieg to submit that 
it is the primary duty of Government to protect the life and property of 
the people and not of the i>erso!is who are intereste<l. If we take into 
consideration (heir interests. T must say that the coal industry has 



ready been seriously affected by the prohibition of export of coal from* 
i‘iif,^il to foreign countries, and secondly, there has Leen a gieat 
ntriction as to the supply wagons for the trans])orl of <‘oal from one 
ation to another. Their interest has already been affec ted by this 
[ohibition and restriction and some ot the proprietors of collieries have 
l\va\s Im'cu in clanger of cooly disturbanc es esjwM lally rc'ccMitly. at the' 
(Stance of the so-called non-violent non-co-operators. It is therefore 
esirahle that necessary steps .should be taken at once for the preven- 
oii of the disturbance. I'revention is ludtc'r than c-iirc*. It >vi‘ do not 
ike necessary prcutfntion, what would be tlic' result}^ If there is a 
i>turbaiue in the collieiies. we will not get supplv ot coal. It will 
[.Moiislv affect the other industries ot India. That is the special reason 
)i which I am airaid 1 am obliged to c»ppc»se tin* ameiidinent . 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ABDUL JUBBAR PAHLOWAN: I oppose 
\iv motion by Ibibiji Kishori Mohan (’haiidhuri. Although i et reiic hment 
^ nc*( essarv, yet one* c annot hut siippcut the expense whirh is most 
ssiuitial. The nature of the demand shows that accommodation tor 
he einergeiicv police force' is iiec‘C‘ssai y . It thc'se deiiiaiicls are rc'diiced 
, rejected then where are the police, the* main tactoi in keeping peace* 
nd oyler in the <ouiitr\, to Ine!" With the.se tc'w words. I oppose the 
not ion. 

The Hon’We Sir HENRY WHEELER : I cannot Imt leel some* 
nlmiiatioii for the ingenuity with which the* two pnmipal speakers’ 
gainst thin resolution have evidently rac kc*d then hrains to disc erver 
oiue grounds ot objection, scimc* at giimc*nts, howevc*i llnnsy, that can, 
cith any show of plausiiuht \ , be* pat betoic* thi^ (’oiiio il lor n*jc*c tiiig 
his demand, hut 1 will endeavour to aiiswei lhc‘ir objec tions as brietlx 
IS j)()ssible. 

Taking first those of llabu Kishori Mohan ( 'haiidhiin, I niiderstooci 
lim to begin by saying that he did not «»[ipo.s(‘ the piojatsnl on its merits 
end that if it was necc*ssary in the interests of peace and order he would 
igiee; but at the end of his spe€*c h his c caiiagc failed him and he cume 
ound to the old objections, lie made great play with the contention 
hat this sc‘hc*m(> was temjioiaix only, wlucli, ot c-ouise, in not the* case*, 
tt is a spcjuel to a proposal w hic h was put forward and approv<*cl at the 
ime of the budget disc ussion. It is merei\ a demand for (he accc>iitiii(»- 
lation of a force the employment cef which was (hen sanctioned, and 
f>ermanently sanc tioned. There is no likelihcMsl that tfie mines are going 
tc» di.sappear from A.Haii.sol or the Kulti works, for instance, to close down, 
iind as the reason for stationing these men at A-Hansol is permanent, so 
also will Ih* the provision. What I did say was that in view of tb« 
urgency of the matter, and desimiring in mjr jcreserit financiul position 
•>f being able to find funds for a pueva building, we pro[H>sed to put up 
buildings of a semi-[>eniuinent ty|>e. regarding which the Ins|>ector- 
tlecerol of Police writes that they ** have been so armngoil ihfl 
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the permanent structures can be put up without dismantling them; if 
they finally have to be dismantled, we expect to realise a good part of 
their cost, as the framework is of iron and not of wood as in tempOfah 
buildings; tiles are being used in place oif thatch, and we expect also 
to get something from the sale of these/’ But this type of buildings 
adopted does not govern the permanent need of the force inself. 

Apart from that argument, Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri relies 
most on his general theme that those interests for whom pol.oe pjo- 
tection is sought should pay. Now that is a matter about which we 
heard a certain amount of discussion in connection with the budget 
debate, apd the very great difficulties attendant on the practical appli- 
cation of the theory were then pointed out. In this instance it seems to 
me that Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri has chosen a particularly 
unfortunate caH(* to which to apply the theory he advocates 
lie says, “ Let the coal mines pay; Ihev employ the' labourers, so 
let them pay.” But is it only the coal mines that are interested? What 
about the zainindars? The value of their properties has been vastly 
increased by the discovery of minerals underneath. What about the 
labourers who are getting far larger wages in the mines than they 
would earn in ordinary agriculture? What about the railways? The 
railways live on coal, and much of this coal must be derived from the 
Asansol fields. Are they also to pay? Again, as Babu Amulya Dhone 
Addy has rightly pointed out, what about Calcutta which*could not go 
on for 24 hours without coal? Any disorder in the coal-fields which 
seriously interrupted tho supply of coal to Calcutta and its neighbourhood 
would gravely affect the city. Are we to embark on this theoretical 
wild goose chase in order to avoid giving sanction to-day to what I submit 
is an eu’lnently reasonable proposal? 

Turning now to the arguments of Kumar Shib Shekhareswar llay, 
I will deal with them seriatim. First of all he has thought fit to argue 
that, since 1 have said that the money can be found by reappropriaiion 
from other heads in the Police budget, I must have been wrong in con- 
tending on an earlier occasion that economies in j)olice expenditure were 
not feasible. I thought 1 had anticipated this criticism by explaining in 
my oi>euing remarks that it merely means that we are scrapping other 
things. When I urged in the course of the budget debate that the Police 
budget as a whole was not susceptible of the economies which some mem- 
l)er» proi>o»ed to effect in it, I obviously took it for granted that the Coun- 
cil, wpially with myself, assumed the necessity for maintaining a leuson- 
abl© standard of efficiency in the departmenf. Of course, if requirements 
are sacrificed right and left, savings could be effected, but the argument 
of economy should not surely be pu.»»hed in entire disregard of efficiency, 
and the score so elaborately presented by the Kumar is not a real one. 

The Kumar then asks me if this sum is the total estimate. Accord- 
ing to the estimate, it is. But 1 remind the Council that we have taken 
ii|> an area of laud, and doubtless my successors will in time tiy to put 
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up permaaent atructures on it, for which a new demand will have to 
be pmde. However, the present estimate, accordin^r to the advice of 
the Public Works Departmeat, covers the temporary buildings which it 
is sought to put up. 

The Kumar*a next point was that in the course of the April discussion 
I had obviously underestimated the non-recurring cost of this scheme by 
putting the figure at Its. 5,000 only. I pointed out to the ('ouncil then 
that there might be difficulty about housing; but as a matter of fact 
we were in hopes that we might be able to curry on for the time being 
by hiring. That cotirse, however, has not proved feasible aiv! lienee 
the present proposal, but the non-recurring cost of which I spoke before 
had obviously nothing to do with buildings or anything else lK>yoml the 
actual staff which was then put up for sanction. 

The Kumar tiinds up with arguments whii h really seek to set aside 
the decision come*to b\ the (’ouncil in April la^t. lie sees, in fact, no 
necessity for locating the force at Asan.sol at all. Hut all arguments 
in that connection have already been laid befoie the ('ounc il, and I do 
not think it is necessary to go over the whole ground again. The merits of 
the proposal have been exjdaiiied and accepted. The fone i^ neeiled 
on the .spot, and 1 do not think it.s purpose will be ensureil if it to be 
brought up from a distance with all the risk i>t delay. 

For these ceasons 1 submit that the demand ma<h' is a reasonable »>ne, 
and I would ask the House to vote it. 

The following amendment was then put ami lost 

That the sum of Rs. 30,938 which it is pioposed to transfer from 
‘^0. — Police — District Executive Force— Petty const ruction and lejniirH* 
to ‘ 41. — Civil Works — Public Works Depaitment’ t(» meet the vasi of 
temporary buildings for accommodation of the emergency poln’e force 
at Asaiisol, be reduced by Its. 25,000.” 

The original motion Tvas then put an«i agreed to. 


Covernment Bill. 

The Calcutta Municifial Bill, 1921. 

The discussion on the Calcutta Munici[>al Hill was then resumed. 

a 

Khan Bahadur ABDU8 8ALAM: I thought it my duty in reference 
!o Moslem public opinion both inside this roun<*il Chamber and c iitside it, 
srhen the Hon’ble Sir Surendni Nath Hanerjen introduced the Calcutta 
Municipal Amendment Hill, to oppose its intrcMhiction and call 'f>r a revi- 
sion, for the reason that the Hill contained a vitilation ot the basic and 
fundamental principle of Moslem political and constitutional life under 
he Reforma Bcheme in this country. I oppose<l it also on the ground 
ibat It woitld lead to an acrimemious debate and reopen the old bttfir 
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,controverHy about communal representation and wo^d rekindle afresh 
racial, religious and political animosity between the Hfi^du and Miihain- 
Hiadan communities. 1 wanted to avoid a t^cnidescence of the antaj^nis- 
ti(; feelings unliappily displayed in the partition days. In pressing fora 
divisiop, 1 wanted to have it jilaced on record that Muhammadan members 
in ihis Council Chamber almost unanimously and unitedly protested 
against a measure which contained a flagrant and outrageous ^iolati()Il 
of the basic and fundamental principle of Moslem political and constitu- 
tioi'ul life, under tlie Keforms Scheme in this country. 

lust lik(‘ the Europeans, the Muhammadans * form a minority in 
Calcutta and India generally, though not in llengjil, where we outnumbei 
the Hindus. We are per cent, here in Hengal and the Hindus 48 pei 
cent. With the idea of coming to a compromise as to representation 
Hom(‘ leaders of both the Muhamma<lans and Hindus ei^lered into a pad 
at Lucknow in which 40 per cent, of Muhammadan, representation toi 
Bengal was decided upon. 1 consider this ])aet between some leadei>. 
So far as Ihmgal is concerned, to have been a jLjieat mistake — a crime, 
nay, a blunder worse than :\ crim(‘ for whitb those misguided Bengu! 
Moslem leaders would be lesponsible to future generations. The 
political as.sociation that I lepre.sent has always insi.stisl on our getting 
W per cent, representation in Bengal seeing that that wa.s our num(*rical 
proportion. If this were accepted, tbeie \\ould have been no attemgt^ 
to-day to peipetrate this tyraiinv of majoiits ovei niinoritii’S. What 
the reason that while the lljm’hle Minisiei wants to giant communal 
representation to the Europeans througli the Clianiber of Commerce and 
Trades Association he refuses it to the Muhammadans'' Is it liecaiisc 
Eunipeans have wealth, ami influence ami education on their side, while 
the Muhammadans are comparatively powerless, devoid of wealth and 
devoid of cducutiony He evidently thinks that by placating the Euro- 
]>eans for tlie time being In* will be able t(> i.scdate and crush the 
Muhammadaus y If that is the idea that lies ut tlie back his mind, he 
forfeits his title to the respect and confidence of Muhammadans. Sir 
Surendra Nath claims that he has shown giisit deb*ronee to public 
opinion, in that lie held a conference to di.sinss tlie subject. I chnlleugc 
this claim. It is true (hat he held a confeiem e — I was invited to give mV 
opinion at that conference on the question of Muhammadan repre.sonta- 
tion. 1 waji the only Muhammadan present at the time when this ques- 
tion was taken up and the rest were Hindus and Kimipeans, though two 
Muhammadans turned up after the question had been voted. 

The Hon*bl« Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERdEAi He is quite 
wrong. 


Khan Bahailur ABDU8 8ALAM: Am I to lx* interrupted in this way? 

ms DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Qo on, please. 
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Khan tah^r ABDU8 8ALAM: I pre.^ised at the ctmfereiioe thtk 
tleftirabiliiy of Moslem communal representation throujrh separate elecv 
torate. The Hindu member^ j&xcludin>r Sir Sureiulra Nath approved 
and then in spite of my pi'otest. Sir Surendra Nath put the cpiestion to 
vote, with the result that the Europt‘anN support e<l my point, which was 
carried by majority in spite of united Hindu opposition, 1 have been 
askinji: for a cojiy of the authentic proceedinjrs ot that ('onhuence from 
Sir Surendra Nath but without effect. 

Altliou^s^'h the conference by a majority of voles appi(»ved ot i imni.nnal 
1 epreseiitation in the*tase of the Muhammadan idiumunity. Sii Sniendnc 
Nath has rejected it in his diaft Bill, though (rovernmeni Itesiilutum of 
July, Ibid, and Lord Siiiha’s Hill of IttlS, aicepted it and \«*t, foi sooth, 
he is taking credit to himself for having shown deference to )Mihlic 
Opinion ! 

In framing tjie Hill he says that he has followed the main re- 
commendation of the confereme, but I asseit that to sa\ so ;n lOfiipeOt 
ot tliis partuular point is a tra\est\ of laits. 

The Hon*ble8ir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: i lu stuiement is 

cjuite false. • 

• 

Khan Behedur ABDU8 8ALAM: Am I to lu' liahh* to MideiMirous 

ilften uj>l ion in tliis w ay ^ 'Plie llon’ble Ministm . in his .speech, has 
treated us to a great deal of literaluie a great di'al of idle jaditical 
shibboleths, ca(< h phiases ami cat< hwonis borrowed co))ionsl\ from what 
lo‘ (h'em.s his holy con.st itutioiia) code, the Montagu-( 'helnistoi d Report. 
He thinks that the words in that lnd\ < oust itnt nmal book of his are 
Wolds of wisdom which will hold good for eteinit\ and an* nnehangeahie. 

1 am amazed that a politician of Sir Snreiidia Nath Hanei jea's stamliiig 
should take his stand on the wands and opiiiioiis <oii1aims| in tlmt 
Re|Mnt — woidsaml opinions whn h were put (oivvanl Imitat i \ civ to invite 
criticism. It is true that at fir.sl Mr. Monf.igu held tin* opinion that India 
sliould not have <‘oinmnnal repiescntat ion. He in\iterl criticisms on hi-, 
teniat ive pro[K).sals, and then after they w ere suhjecleil to c nl i< isms, a Her 
the Indo-Kuropean Association, theC’entral National Mnhamniadan Asso- 
ciation, the All-India Moslem League and other piihlii hodif's, sm h as, 
the Kuropean As.srM’iation, the Kuropean (’liambers of Coinmeiee and the 
All-India Moslem l^eague, etc,, submitted their veiws on the »)m»«tj‘ori, 
Mr. Montagu himself recanted his pcditieal faith in •the political shib- 
ladeths which he dreamt of while living in Lnglaml. Only a year hud 
elapst'd after bmllejiort was out, when he said he had changed his opinion 
and thought Ibat India should la* represented on a cfimmunal Imimih and 
that comliuinal representation should be given to the Mnliammadans and 
Europeans ber^ause they reprcseiiteil great inipoiiarit and htsloru^l 
minoritiea. And the joint Parliamentary Committee alM<i a<eepted this 
principle of communal representation, whicdi is now einl>odied in t^e 

Government of India Act, to which we ell owe our present |/olitical 

e 



516 ^ 


CALCUTTA MUNICIBAL BILL. ^ 


[1st Dec\ 


position. In the face of these considerations for Sir Surendra Nath to take 
his stand on the tentativo opinions of Mr. Montagu— opinions subsequent, 
ly disavowed by Mr. Montagu himself, e^loded by the public bodies, 
rejected by the joint Parliamentary Committee — is a sight that does not 
redound to his credit as a sound or fair politician. 

Some members have argued that if communal representation is given 
to the Muhammadans, will not the Chinese, the Jews, the JainSi the 
Marwaris, etc., he justified in demanding similar privile|^qpi^ The idea is 
simply ludicrous. Perhaps they have not read Indian history and do not 
know the conditions under which Indian political life has grown up. 
Have thu Muhammadans fallen so low that they should be treated on the 
same level with the Marwaris, the Jews and the Chinese, etc. ? Is it not u 
fact that Muhammadans, unlike the (Chinese and the Jews, etc., have 
lived and ruled in this country for seven centuries and mean to live in it? 

Th0 DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Order! order! That is not the ques- 
|iou.before the House. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUS 8ALAM; Political influence of Muham* 
madans is different from that of communities like the Marwajfis, Chinese, 
and the Jews, etc. I w'anted to bring home thcvse points to the Council. 
We, the Muhammadans, have political influence, historical heritage and 
numerical strength and permanent connection which those enterprising 
communities have not got. 

I have said that at a conference at Lucknow where the Hon’blo 
Minister was also present, communal representation to the extent of 4(t 
per cent, was decided upon in favour of Muhammadans in Bengal. W^hai 
happened afterwards? What happened with the Franchise Committee? 
Our Minister was also a member of the Franchise Committee. I w'a.'< 
examined as u w'itness on behalf of the Central National Muhammadan 
Association. Why did he not dare to jnit the question to me challeng- 
ing our claim to communal representation? He never asked me any 
question about communal representation. Nobody challenged that point 
at all. The committee did not feel any need to discuss the point, for it 
was taken for granted that communal representation was absolutely 
necessary under the existing conditions of life in India in spite of the 
glib talk of nationhood and such phrases. Florid rhetoric, rounded 
periods and copious quotations from the Montagu-Cbelmsford Report do 
not change facts. Here we know where we are and the idea of **nation- 
hood” presupposes the fact that the Hindus and Muhammadans are 
genuinely friendly and united in their work and life and ideal, but we must 
take things as they are. We must face facts and not build castles in the 
air, and merely say that we have established nationhooiL so let us banish 
all racial distinctions. T appt'al to the Hon’ hie Minister to hoffestly say if 
the Hindus and Muhammadans have blotted out all distinctions between 
themselves^ I was 32 years in Government service and I Ie|iow some* 
thing of the districts in the province and I know also what lives 
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^uliammadans lead there, but I refrain from unveiling the picture, leet 
1 should further add to the bitterness of this controversy, which is no\ 
of my own seeking, and the responsibility for which must rest on the 
broad shoulders of Sir Surenflra Nath, who in his dark days, whilst under 
the cloud of Government displeasure, abounded in i)rofe.ssit)ns of friend- 
ship for Muhammadans. 

By giving 13 seats to Muhammadans, the Ilon’ble Minister has 
virtually recognised the fact that even in the city of Culciitla thciC should 
l>e communiF Ifepresentation for Muhammadans in spite of his being 
(»b8essed with the i^Jea of nationhood. After he has reserved 13 seats 
it does not lie in his mouth to say that there should not b(‘ communal., 
representation for Muhammadans. The (piestion is now imrrowe:! down 
into whether it should be through mixed electorates, separate elc< torntes 
oT nomination. Muhammadans prefer separate electorate to a mixed 
electorate, because a Muhammadan returned hy a mixed «*lectonite will 
represent the preponderating Hindu element of a mixed constituency, and 
will not represent Muhammadan views. The Hon ’hie Minister hu^iluMn 
pleased to say: “ The svfitem of communal repi esentaiion would be an 
innovation to the municipal legislation of the province.’ 1 challenge 
the truth of this superficial observation why, all along since the consti- 
tution of those self-governing local bodies, (‘ommunal representation tm 
these bodies was conceded to the Muhammadans through th*' <loor of 
Government nomination. Again in the year lf)0r>, w’h<*n tin* Muhamma- 
dans for(‘8nw what was canning, an All-India Moslem deputation, headed 
hy His Highness the Aga Khan, waited upon Lord Minto, the then Vice- 
r(»y of India, to pray for the extension of the system of se^mrate Moslem 
lepresentation not only ‘to the ('ouncil hut also to local boards, district 
hoards and muni(upalities. Lord Minto in reply .said 


The pith of your addresB, as I understand, is a claim that in any ayst^m of 
‘'rtspreaontation whether it affects a Munn ipality. District Hoard or a legislative 
C>)uncil, in which it is proposed to intro<iiice or to increase an elecUiral organia*- 
tion, the Muhammadan oomraunity should be represented as a community. Yon 
is.int out that in many cases electoral IhxIics as they are now wnsUtuted cannot 
be expected to return a Muhammadan candidate, and that, if by chance they did 
to. It could only be at the sacrifice of such a candidate's views to those of the 
majonty opposed to his own iximmuriity whom he would in no wsy represent, and 
you justly claim that your position should be estimated not merely on your numeri- 
cal strength but in respect to the political imporUnce of the community snd the 
service it has rendered to the Empire. I am futirely in acrorrl wtth yon. . ^ . 

1 am as firmly convinced, as I believe yon to he. th.t any electoral 
m India would be doomed to mischievous failure which 

enfranchisement, regardless of the beliefs snd tra itions o fum 

posing the popnlalion of this exmtinent. The gre.t m.ss of the people 
no knowlei^e of represenUtive institutions, snd 1 agree with * 

that the ^ial rungs in the ladder of Self-Government ^e to he found 
npal and Disiriet Boar^, and that it is in ihsUdireH.on - ^ 

gradual political education of the people. In t^l**^***” r nnlitical rights an«l 

that the Muhammadan community may rest aamired 
mimwata a. a community wiP be safegoarded in 

with whicli I am oonmriMd and that yon and th# ^ I®**'* may y 
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British Kaj to respect, as it has been its pride to do, the religions beliefs and tho 
^lutional traditions of the myiiads composing the population of His l^jest>’8 
Indian Knipirc. * 

Thewe are the words of the highest authority in the land at the time, 
namely, the Viceroy of India. He gave a distinct pledge that Miissal- 
inaus should get sejmrate coiiiniunal representation not only in the 
Jiegislative Councils but also in the municipalities and district boaids. 
Do you treat this as a mere scrap of pajier? 1 had many things moie 
to say but for want of time 1 cannot say them. 

Here the speaker, having reached the time-lin^t, resumed his seat. 

Mauivi KHANDAKAR ARHAMUDDIN; Two of the provisions 
of the Canmtta Municipal Bill have come in for a good deal of anscussion. 
Sir Surcndra Nath gives 18 reserved seats to Muhammadans and sa\s 
that they <an get more through th(‘ general electorate^. The last pro- 
vision is indefinite and is, therefore, unsatisfactory.. Jt would be bett*M 
to fix a certain number of seats for them, say a third of the total numliei 
of seats. 'Phis the (Government should do if they want that the Hill 
.shoul 1 have the support of the House and be a useful piece of legisla- 
tion The lloiriile Minister knows and so di»es every other Membci 
ol the (lovernment that the Muhammadans want communal represen- 
tation in all local bodies. It is not understood why the Government 
shot Id go against their wishes, while ccunniunal rejuesent^tion has been 
recognised iji many places in India us the basis of representation of tiir 
important Muhammadan minority. 1 hope that the Government will 
realifti* the usefulm‘ss of forcing its ^ M‘W> oi’ rather the vi(‘Ws ot 
Sii' Surendra Nath upon the Muhummadnns and ac( ede to their legitimate 
reiiuest for eommunal repr«*Mentation in all local self-governing bodie*' 

Mauivi ABDUL KARIM: it appears that the discussion on tin 
('ulcutlu Munii'ipal Hill has centred round practically one thinfg— 
MuhamnuKlan repre.sentation. This subject has really overshadow’ed aii 
tile othc'i' important matters in the Hill. 1 had a mind also to take ful 
part in this lengthy debate, but lust night, after I bad heard the Hon’hli 
Mr. 1*. C. Mitter speaking of a compromise in relation to this questior 
of communal repre.sentation, I changed my mind and decided not t( 
speak, but at the same time I must .say that the re.servation of only K 
seats for Muhammadan representatives does not bear testimony to th< 
earnest desire of Government to do justice unto them. Before I resunu 
my seat. I wish to record my emphatic protest against the provision foi 
comnuiTial representation and I earnestly recommend that the Hon’bb 
Minister should take the initiative himself and nKulify the Bill so as H 
avoid further unpleasant discussion. 

Kluifi BaNdur MauNi MUHAMMAD ERBHAO ALI KHA« 
ONAUDHURI: T fail to understand the line of arguments put forwan 
” by the Hoirble Mover of the Bill in supp<»rt of his contention that thi 
Suhammadan members should be elected by a Siixed electorate, thongl 

f 
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their number should be fixed at IJl by the Statute. His solicit iide to fix. 
their number in this way and reserve a certain muiiber of seats for them is 
,n indirect proof of his adijission that the Muhamnuidan commuuity 
HMjijires effective representation in the Corporation. Now. 
t iritlv admitted this, he cannot consi.stently urge that such effective 
it^presentution will be secuired by a mixed electorate (d Hindus and 
Muhammadans. What guarantee is there that members returned by 
Huch mixed electorates would be true representatives of the Xfuhain* 
iiiadun community? What guarantee can there be that sm h represen- 
tatives will not be Muhammadan representatives in name oidy but in 
icalitv mere mouthpieces of the non-<‘o-operators of the Himbi commn- 
nitv? I will make this clear hy an illnstiation. Snppos«‘ lwt» Mnhain- 
Ttiadan candidates appear on the field for a seat. One of them is a mm- 
, ...or>eiator and the other is a loyal citizen. Suppose the buiner is 
tiackcd by the satne (lass of Hindus and s(*('ur«‘s th(» largest numlM*r of 
\otes, while the latter secures a much less number of votes, only from 
tlic Muhammadans and is defeated. The result w’ill be that the ioriner 
\Nill be returned and will representative of the Hindu 

noa-co-operators. I ask the Hon ’hie Minister in i liarge of the Bill 
N'h dhei !he Muhainmadfui commnnity \M>nld be effect ivel\ rejiresented 
h\ siK^i a Mubaminadan? 1'he system which he ]>roposes is thus, in 
Ti \ Opinion, inconsistent and self-cont radictoi v. I thetcfnre opp ise 
i! w ith the emphasis that T can command. 

Mauivi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: I thank tln^ Ibm’hle Minister for 
ii al.iuL* a provision of Id seats reser\ed in the ( ah iitta Municipal Bill 
f<u Muhammadans. Tt is, in a \\n\, an admission hy the Hon’hlo 
Nl'n’.tpv that Muhammadans should get some •^.ut of representation 
• liiTcr.-iit from other communities or (»ther b<»dy cfuporate I cannot bet 
:lia3fk the Hon’ble Minister again f(»r this pn>\ ision of Id seats, Ipif, 
Si^, the ohi order has changed, yielding place to ncu . so uhat mis (Id 
anl bad should be changed into something iicm* ami good. What uun 
i^ood in old days, cannot stand the test of f>rogress ami advaoeement. 
What suited people in 1S09 d(»es not suit them in tin* year Ifttil. So, 
some sort of ('haiigo is essentiallv necessary As change is gradually 
taking pla<'e, the angle of vision is also undergoing great change, 
t’hange there must be and none can check it, for it is tlie order of the 
dav. 

As in the case of the law, so it is true in the case of s(k ietv, Wimt 
"uitel Muhammadans 50 years ag(» does not suit them now. They are 
m a Iniusitorv state. So their aspinition should be regarded with syiii- 
imthy and moderation as tbev are in a minority. The Montagu-f’helms- 
ford Scheme has granted Muhammadans 40*|'»er (*ent, f»f seats on this 
f^’ouncil. If the boon was not granted to the Muhammadans then I 
doubt, and rightly doubt, that this roiincil would not have been repre- 
sented even bv oiie-four||i of the present number of Muhammadan 
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^Trte!^be^s, and the interest of the Muhammadans should not have been 
pr(>perly safejfuarded and their grievances set right. So if separnte 
representation is not granted to the Muhamfuadaiis, then I doubt whether 
their interests in other self-governing bmlies, will Ik* safeguarded. 

One of the reasons for separate Muhammadan representation is thoir 
poverty . Their poverty stands in the way of advancement and proglT^v 
and their will is often liable to be dominated by the will of their Hiiulu 
creditors, zamindars and lawyers. There is no use denying the fact 
that, for various rea*sons, Muhammadans cannot cope with their Hindu 
brethren, but the principal of them is their peinfry. There cannot Ik 
any conrparison between the Muhammadans of Bombay and Calcutta 
At Bombay Muhammadans are rich, whereas in Calcutta Muhammad. nc 
are poor. In Calcutta, one can find big landlords full-fledged Barrister^ 
and rich merchants almost all of them are Hindus. So Calcutta Mum 
cipality rerpiires separate Muhammadan representatjon more than aiu 
other place as the will of its Muhammadan voters are liable to be doun- 
nated by the rich and influential section of other communities. 

If Muhammadans would get separate representation th(’y may returi 
extremists. This argument .seems to me to he sound for Muluiin 
madans as well as Hindus may return extremists in case of« mi\c> 
representations as it entirely depends on tin* mentality of the votei ii 
these days of non-co-operation. This expression seems, to me to he , 
bogey to influence the voter of the Kuropean or Anglo-Indian comnni 
nity for the Bill. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHEEM: 1 join in the chorus of congratulation t 
the Hon’hle Minister in introducing (he Calcutta MunicijKil Bill. 1 
IS indeed gratifying that it .should have hecrj given to h jfin who stro\ 
jinsuccessfnlly 22 years ago against the existing Municipal Act t 
move for its appeal. 

I do not wish to take up the time of tlie Council hv any refereiif 
to the details of the Bill at present, hut 1 would like to say a few worl 
in regard to the urraug<*ineut>M ]>roiH).stMl for securing an adetiuate repn 
sentution of Muhammadans in the Corporation. 

When Government first published their proixisals relating to tli 
constitution of the Corporation in 191.3, the question of Muhammada 
representation was di.scus.sed at length in the Corporation who rejecte 
various alternatives — among them the eannarking of seats in plum 
constituencies — and re(‘ommended that spt'cial provision was require 
to secure for Muhammadans proper and ade(|uate representation. I 
the'Sill which Government published in 1917, provision was mad 
for a H|)ecial electorate for Muhammadans, and 9 seats were allotted t 
them. The Corporation going back on their own resolution of 191**^ 
expresseil themselves against a communal electorate and suggested ih 
earmarking oi seats in mixed constituencies. 1 pleaded in the Corpora 
tion for communal representation, but I was outvoted. It is iinfortunat 
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that Government, too, have gone back upon their decision without, a|| 
It seems to me, ascertaining Muhammadan opinion and consulting 
Muhammadan interests. ^ 

At the outset, it is necessary to hear in mind the outstanding facta 
,,f the' situation. Muhammadans fonn a fourth of the total 
lM)pulation of the city, but they are only a tenth of the total number of 
voters. They are in a hojieless minority in all the wards in the matter 
of voting strength. During the whole of the life>time of the piTsent 
Act we never had more than two elected Muhammadan commissioners 
in the (.\)ri»oration, %ud for some >ears we have had none, it is neees- 
sarv, therefore, to make sfHM'ial arrangtmients for secui ing an, adequate 
representation of Muhammadans and this, I say. can only he done by 
( < on m unal representat ion . 

The Hon’ble Minister said that he opposed communal reprt'senta- 
Uon on principle and that every lo^er of his country must do so. It is 
piecisely on the 8a*me ground that I jilead for it. 

Tlu‘ chief argument advanced is that (dass ele(*tornt(*.s will hitider the 
giowth of Indian iiationh()()d and the evolution ol the citizens spirit, and 
that it will make people think a.s partisans and no\ as l iti/auis. 1 do not 
ls‘cause Indian iiAtionliood will gn>w, not from the obliteration of 
ia( nil and religious differences, but from beightimed sense of common 
inteiests, and 1 hold that the recognition of communal interests will 
tend towards'union, as it is only "bon each community feels assured 
in tlie enjoyment of its right that it "ill make common efforts and sacri- 
fi( es. 

Nor do I s€‘e why comiminal representatives should think as partisans 
and not as citizens. Members are now leturiied to various (*ouncils froui 
prt*\ incegjj dilrisions or districts. Do the\ think in t(*riiis of the parti- 
< nlar geographical units w'hich they rt pre.sent , or in terms of tin* (‘ountry 
us a v\hole? Why .shnuhl thev, il tin* distribution he on ethnological 
inst(»ad of geographical lines, think in terms of communities instead of 
the |H)pulati()U as a whole? 

Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: 1 rise to a p<»iTit of order. Have we 
got a (|uorum ? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: A es; there is .i quorum. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHEEM: It is simply a que.stion of grouping, and I 
Would have the whole system of elections on a c*oniinunaI basis. 

Another argument advanced by opfK>iients of tommunal represcsetation 
is that it will tend to jjerfietuate ilifferf’nces. llie differences between 
the different communities are based on profound differences in ndigiou* 
Wliefs, practices, traditions, c ivilisation and culture. It is futile there- 
fore to talk of perpetuating distinctions which are already permanent. 
Beaidea these differences are not a bar to unity of effort. 
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Sir Surendra Nath Baiierjea told us in his speech that the intro<liio. 
tion of pommunaWepreseiitatioa would be an innovation in the munici[)al 
legislation of the pFovin(;e. So is the earmarking of seats in plural con- 
stituencies. Why does he then adopt the fttter? 

We were then told that through coinmunal representation Muhamma- 
dans (Knild get only a oertain nuinl)er of seats, and would not l>e allowed 
to stand in the general electorate, wliereas under the system proposed the\ 
wcnrid get only 13 seats earmarked for them, but might in course of time 
be able to capture some seats in other wants also. This, I sin. 
itr a mere delusion. In wards where seats are not|^ earmarked, you w il! 
find the Muharnniadan population and Muhammadan voters so negligilih* 
that the prosfiect of their being able to capture any of the seats is extrenu - 
ly remote, however mucii they might advance in education, wealth an 1 
other mutters. It is true that the lowering of the franchise wdll add :i 
number of Mubummadan voters, but it will increase thf numbei of othtM 
voters, t(K), and 1 apprehend that the dis])arity will iiKiiVa.se and not dinnn- 
isli. I am aware that under the (’alcutta Municipal Act of 188S wlmii 
every w'ard returned two rejiresciitat ives, 5 to 8 Muhammadans us<‘d to 1 r 
elected. But the relative strength of the different communities has siiiM 
eompletely altered. 

The chief olijoction to earmarking seals to he vided for liy "mixed 
(dectorates is that it gives only tin* n]){H*arancc, and not the reality o( 
Muhammadan representation as Muhammadan (’ouiicKlors will Ik 
nduriK'd iiy mixed edectorates which wdll lu* ])rc]>onderateIy non- 
Muhammadan. Other communities will he deciding who should iirescnt 
the Muhammadan community and the men cl(‘( t(‘d under suc h a .system 
might not lie real exponents of Muhammadan linding and inten'sts. 

1 trust I have shown the necessity for communal representation foi 
Muhammadans. Oovernment have eoncediMl it in the ca-se of election 
to (^luncils. 0m» of my friends here has just said that there is no pro- 
vision for eommunal representation tor Ilindu.s. I lespiM t fully submit 
that Iliiulus and Europeans do practically enjoy it, the foimer by reason 
of their superior members, w'oalth and education, and the latter h\ 
means of representation through the Chamln'r of Commerce ^nd the 
Trades Association. The only other imjHirtant community wdiich is 
left out is the Muhammadan. The EurojHmn and Hindu ('ommissioner'- 
ill the CorfKmition have always identiried themselves with Muhamma- 
dan interests, and I repudiate any statements to the eontrury and take 
the op|>ortunity of expre-ssing our grateful acknowledgments to my 
Euroinnin and Hindu colleagues in the Cor|K)ratioii. But I must say 
that the fart of their advocacy of Muhammadan interests is, however, 
no reason why Muhammadans should have no representatives of their 
own. t 

It was such a pleasure to hear so many of my friends her© express 
their desi^ for harmony and friendly relalfbns with Muhammadans. 
So I do. They oppose communal eleotomte for Muhammadana baeanae 
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they honestly believe that it viill mar the jrnnvth of friemlly reUiicms, 
(»n the other hand, r [J»lead for it because I siiu erely believe that if will 
promote amity. Muhammadans are in a backward fondition. KijfhUy 
or wron|?ly, they are discoJtented at the domination by the m^rV 
ndvaiKied communities, and the tension of feelinjif which has resulteil 
from local economic* and other troubles has l>ecMi accentuated by extra- 
necms events. Whatever individual Muhammadan no mixers may say 
m (’oiincil, almost the entire* body of the Muhammadan thinkinj? popu- 
i.itioii str<»ngly feel that it is oidy communal elec torates whicdi will give 
tlM in c‘c|ual chances ^nid opixnt tinities and Muslim puhli;- bodies have* 
i!i\ariably ju'esaed for them. When Muhammadans ask for c;ommunal 
icpicsc'iitatoin, you oppoM* it on prim iple. Whc'H f Jovcrnnu'nt jiroposc* 
tn e armark 18 seats for Mulminmadans. Ihilui Amulya DInuic Addy gets 
’i)t and thinks^ihat the nuinlx*!- should lx* realm cmI, aHhtuigh it is so 
oliMous that in §ivic administration whic h tom lu‘s the c'vory day lives 
of tin* [H*ople, it is the total |x>pulat ion , not tlie mnnl)c‘r of rule-puNeis only 
v\ Inch should he the priiicijde crite*rioii. And all the; time you are profess- 
ing' vour gexxl will toward^ tlie* Muhammaelan communitN. I would ask 
\ on to consider the c'ffect outsiele ot the»se* p*i>ceedings liere. *Kven 
.issiiming that any sc'rious principle* is iiivol\e*d, would it not he so stutes- 
iitiinhke on the part of ( rove*? nnie*nl am) ‘^o magnaniimaiH on the part 
ot the* dominant eommunilie’s to wai\e* the* (jue*stion of piim ipli* in favour 
of tli»*ii wea key brethren where m» dire c<inso<|ucm'e*h aie* like*ly to results 
I'\e*n if Muhammadans ge*t a se*at or two extra, why grudge* it r" What 
nil imalculahle e*ffe*ct it W’ill have on loeal am) imix'iial ixditics, and 
on national life generally if, when the*re* is a genuine elemund from a 
Weaker community for a concession (»r piivilege*, tin* stronger e*ommuni> 
ties approach it in a sfiirit of ae’coininexlatiem. I sim*riely (hank ray 
Kuropcan cedlemgucs in this (’oune il for I heir e.\pre‘ssion of opinion 
I eiognising the liet'essit V of e emimuiial re*pn‘se*ntatijui for M uhatiitiuKlaiiN. 
I sin(e‘rely hope that Hindu nie‘mlx*"s of this f’oum il also will consider 
mn present demand for communal cIe‘etorate*. not from the* staml[xunt 
<*f how they ('an resist it hut whe*ther halam iiig the* pros ami eoiis, it 
would not he lx»8t to concede it, 

Btbu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I beg to eoiigi atulate* the rate- 
payers of Calcutta on the introduction of (his excellent ple»ce of legis- 
lation forfbe Calcutta Munie-ipality which has hemn so ably jdm ed Iwfore 
this House by the Hon’ble Minister, for a hremder niupie ipal life in our 
NoIkkIv will grudge him the pride (hat he lakes ami so legitimately 
takes, in being able to introduce this Hill which has Ix-en drawn up on 
the most popular lines possible — lines for which he fought and dedicated 
his whole life. I earnestly thank Ooel that He has spared him to enjoy 
this pleasure to^ay. We, in Calcutta, have^heen labouring, for a long 
time, under the disadvantage of the present retrograde and reactionary 
Act, in which the most^^ objectionable feature of three co-ordinate 
anthorities wm introduced for no other purpose than for the sole object 
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of deriving the ratepayers of their voice in their own city. This was 
done, at the itosfaiice, as we all know, as he knows, as everybody 
connected with Calcutta and the municipal history' knows, of an 
uiwympathetic Lieutenant-Governor, under the advice of a 

(’hairnian w'liofowas highly bureaucnitic and never loved the cit\ 
which hf} was called upon to administer. They are all dead and I 
will not name them. Fortunately for us, our patience was never allowed 
to get much too tired as it would have been, but for the fact that, within 
5 or6 years, after the introduction of this Bill, an Englishman — I must 
say, a very broad and noble-minded Englishman — iWtrue type of Engli.slj- 
iTian every inch of him, w'us entrusted with the administration of the town 
and that was the late lamented Sir Charles Allen (“Hear,” “hear”). It 
was he who softened the rigour of tlie Act and in spite of all that was enn- 
t^ijSied in the Act, conceived the idea of framing the Standing Committees, 
one after the other, against Government, even against the law itself, 
only wdth a view to allow the people of Calcutta a larger voice in ihr 
administ ration of their own affairs. It was he, Sir, who developed tin* 
District System j with the idea of giving eqffal attention to all parts (d 
the town an<I by way of decentralization. To the memory of that great 
man T sincerely offer a hearty tribute of our respect and gratitude. That 
policy has since been curried on and I must confess not only carried on 
but has been largely developed by our j>resent Chairman, Mr. Bayne 
The Corporation of Calcutta is, indeed, under a deep debt of gratitude 
to him. I must take this opportunity of mentioning it in this Counc]l, 
and particularly so, because he is going aw’ay from us in tlie course of ;i 
few w'eeks. He is a man wdio is always kind and just. })iit at the sann 
time str(mg ami .sympathetic. He is a man who is vtuy impartial to all 
and at the same time his name is know n to he a terror to the nnscreunts in 
the Corporation ; not only a terror to them but I might also add a terror U 
those ratepayers, high and low, Indians and Europeans— I repeat the^t 
tw'o W’ords, Indians and Europeans — w'ho wanted unjustly to evade tie 
law. He is a great friend of mine and I have know n him since he was ai 
Assistant Magistrate and w'e have worked together all through these 2d (»i 
24 years, I know there is hardly a more sympathetic person tkan him 
self, who would help any man in his difficulties when he would come am 
honestly ask for redress. His knowledge of Calcutta and misters muni 
cipal is unique and unrivalled, gained through incessant study and an 
ceasing inspections. Mr. Payne is a man who has never learnt the art o 
sparing himself in the discharge of his duties and that is the cause of hi.' 
present breakdown in health and is also the cause of introducing the ne^ 
system by which the Chief Executive ofBoer and the Chairman must h 
two different individuals, for it is impossible for one ma^ to carry on th- 
work. To avoid going inK) details unnecessarily at tb^ present moment 
I need only say that I heartily approve — and warmly, too — the othe 
Ikluiary changes proposed in the Bill — firstly, a larger representation 0 
^e ratepayers in the Corporation with an adequately strong vofee 
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secondly, the widening of the basis of the franchise so as to raise the 
Minber of ratepayer* to double its present number, if not more' an3 
thirdly, the principle of one^vote for one voter, thereby seeuriug greater 
freedom of thought and action to the commissioners. 

But I deeply regret that the Bill has failed to includa-another salutary 
measure which was also recommended by tlie Corporation, uaui^ly, votes 
for women, and 1 wotfld venture to think that this lias been done more 
out of tradition than out of reason. On the broader ifuestion 1 would draw 
the attention of the Council to two matters of vital importance to the 
latepayers in theic Jhily life, viz, tlie i>rin( iple of usses.sment tor residen- 
tial houses and the machinery of healing assessment ajipeals. Now, 
under the new Act, you have perpetuated the idea of making the Chair- 
inan the all-in-all in matters of assessment. Please, therefore, let us 
have an opportunity of saying thsft there should be introduced irJiew 
machinery for tlig purpose of hearing appeals « liii h will be independent 
of the Chairman. No man should be a judge in bis own ca.se and the 
piesent system of the Chairman's assistants In'iiig both the Asse.ssor and 
the Judge to hear appeals is clearly faulty and iiiiinoper. It is not 
(all ulated to inspire confidence in the mind of the ratepayers and neither 
i> it Jair to the officers* themselves. 1 do not like to trouble the House 
by going into these matters in detail, but these will have to be looked 
into. ^ 

I would also draw the attention of the Coumil to the jirinciple of 
assessment, as it is in section Ibl of the Calcutta Municijial Act. It 
Is most faulty as regards the valuation of lands and buildings. It i» 
a .somewhat technical mutter and, at the pre.sent moment, 1 inusl resist 
the temiitatnm of going into it more niinutely . tine oi two iMiints to 
which I would like to draw the attention of the House is the ijiiestion 
of provision in the Hill for providing sanitary dwelling houses and lands 
for the poorer people as well as the poor hhadrolok class. Section 3»4 
of the present Act is, if I may be permitted to say so, in a very crude 
condition and certain larger powers ought to be given to the (.orpqra-^ 
tion and those provisions should be made stringent and the duties that 
are laid upon the Corporation ought to be absolutely unavoidable. 

As regards the que.stion of boundaries, I entirely agree with my 
friend, Colonel Pugh, in the view he has expressed that more should 
have been taken within the jurisdiction of the Calcutta Corporation; but 
at the same time I confess that I would wait at least for six years, for w« 
are not in a position to supply filtered water even to ourselves. Unlees 
and until we improve our filtered water system, it would be unjust to 
include othe^^weas; and as we cannot improve the filtered water-supply 
for less than six years, and so long os we cannot improve it. it would 
bo unjust on our part to Uke others into our fold and make thei^, pay 
higher rates. Wo have got no right to do that, — 
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There are one or two points with regard to which I need not trouble 
the Council, viz.^ the building regulations and husiees alignments. I am 
not sure if I like the somewhat grandiloquent designations of ** Mayor ” 
and Alderman,** etc., but I am sure th^ I hate the designation 
“ Chief Executive OflGicer.** (A voice: Burgomaster.**) That is too 
ugly a word, though I was the person who suggested it at the Confer- 
ence, bpt I do not think that it is dignified enough. 

1 should think that a more dignified name like the Administrator of 
the Corporation of Calcutta would be more acceptable. This I shall 
leave to the members. ^ 

Tiastly, T come to this most impoHaiit and delicate question of 
communaf representation. In connection with this I must first mal.c 
my jiosition absolutely clear at the very outset. I acce])t this dispensa- 
tion of the Ifon’ble Minister with regard to 13 ie8er\"ed and earmarked 
seats for Muhammadans in the Town Council, only lieca^se it is his dis- 
pensation. I have followed him in ihe matter of natibnal politics more 
through evil than through gcjod rejiort. for the whole of my life with all 
the faithfulness of self-surrender of a soldier todiis general, and of a chela 
lo bis f/vrv and at this age, and after 30 years, T am incapable of ques- 
tioning his commands. I thendore liave got V‘ aecejd it. Whateveu 
might be the justification of introducing this system of artificial eleWions 
for the liCgislative Councils, I venture to think that there is none whatso- 
ever for inti'oducing it in the Municipal ( ouncil. During mf long, almost 
life-long, conne<’tion with tin* affairs of the Corporation, la)th as a rnte- 
]niyer and as a coinmissiomT, 1 have not come across any instance where 
there has tu^en any difference of interest l)etween a Hindu commissioner 
and a Muhammadan commissioner on the ground that they adopt 
different spiritual faiths. 1 can assure the House with all the emphasis 
that I can command, that the assertion of une(|ual treatment of Hindu 
and Muhammadan institutions or interests is as irrespon.sible as it is 
untrue. It is merely a statement of per.sons who are absolutely ign(»rant 
of the situation, men who have not he^n called upon t{» take an\ part in 
public life. 1/et my friend, Mr. Hahw'm, speak all about it. Have 
“ Muhammadan interests ever Wen jeopardised? It has been said without 
any regard for tnith that we, the Hindu commissioners, have disregarded! 
the (piestion of sanitation of Muliammadans. I need not contradict this. 
It is a most absurd pers'ersion of truth. Hindus and Muhammadans live 
in^^t^e same trustee. How could we attend to the sanitation of one with- 
out attending to th^ .sanitation of tlie otlier ? Then it is said that Muham- 
madan schixds were not given the same gnints as Hindu schools. We 
pay only according to the number of heads — so many boys, Rs. 1-8-0 
per head, and so many girls, Rs. 2-8-0 per head. For any nuniber of 
children and to any teacher^w’ho applies we pay at that rate. That is 
ouf policy. Without sufficient knowledge, to come forward with charges 
thal are ahaolutely unfounded, to bring in race prejudice in this way is 
abiplutely mean and low. 
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Khan IthadUr ABDU8 8ALAM: I rise to a point of order. 

Tll6 DEPUTYwPRESI DENT • Will the Secretary kindly let me know 
ihi' exact words to which objijction has been taken? 

Babu SUREHDRA NATH MALLIK: It is a mistake on the pari <»f 
n]\ learned friend. What I said was that (he tactics of those who make 
>,mh absolutely unfounded statements were low and meat 

The DEPUTY«PRE8IDENT: I do not think he refeis to aii\ nienilver 
of the Council. If he did, he is out of order and I would ask him to with- 
(liaw the remark. ♦ 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: 1 think (h.if he meanf members 
111 this Council who made the allepitions to w hich ho lelers. 

The DEPUTY.PRE8IDENT: Mr. Mallik, you had better with- 
draw those worits^ 

Btbu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: Not only do 1 withdraw but 
1 apologise. If I have of&ended any of my Muhammailan friends, 1 beg 
tlieir pardon. Nothing is more distant from my mind. It is a sheer 
misapprehension. 

NAw to proceed. Why then accentmite a diflVreme whn h does not 
exist and then insist upon remedy of a non-existent evil? 

Not only this, but it is these Muniidpal (hmncils, where the cauHe is 
Mimmon, the work is common, the goal is common -- where, in thin 
s( liool of common training, free from (piestions of class or communal 
inii rests of the disintegrating elements animated by a (‘ommon puipose, 
ae find the best place for a rising nation like ours cimsisting of differ- 
ent religious beliefs and scaial ideals to learn, to work together, l«» 
think together, to soften our angularities and to acquire mutual respect 
arid confidence. 

But a life-time discipline to obe\ liim in all matters — national ami 
political — and although I am opposed to this separate communal repre- 
sentation, an ear trained for 30 years to his master’s voice cannot con- 
ceive of any refusal to obey. 1, therefore, ac’c^epl the* prnposed scheme 
of earmarked seats and sjM'cial electorate projiosed by mv revered leader. 

Throughout my life I have been trained by the accepted father of 
Indian Nationalism that in the work of <*onstructing our iialion there 
‘’hould be no principle observed and asserted except the sacred on1> c»f 
fair field and no favour.” This is the whede of our national demand 
from the Europeans. Why should we then so lightly and for a shadiiw 
trample it under foot when we ourselves are roncemecl ? 

I am sure that in making this concessioij to the Muhammadans there 
must have been violent wrench in the mind of the Hon 'hie Minister 
himself in going haclr upon his ow n confirmed convictions in life. This 
he has done only to show his regard for Muhammadan opinion an4«to 
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bring about the spirit of comradeship with them in his greal and lifts 
w(jrk of nation-building. I deeply appreciate the sacrifice which he 
has made, for no sacrifice is so great as that of one’^ own confirmed priu. 
ciples and convictions. Therefore, I do n8t like to sfiy more about it 
and accept it with all the loyalty that I can command. 

Though I accept this, I cannot forget to be just to myself; and in 
justice to myself, I must say what I honestly feel about them. I must 
freely confess that as a thorough democrat, I am wholly opposed lit 
those jiiham electorates and pocket boroughs of the Chamber of Com* 
luerce, the Trades Association and all the rest of those trusts and con- 
cerns. Tjic reason that has been assigned by the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter for giving them a fresh lease of life, viz., that it is in vogue sim e 
1870, does not appeal to me. Is that a reason? It is just the contrary 
It shows that it is a system which is old, antiquated and is only fit 
for the dustbin. If, therefore, it is claimed that this* Bill is intended 
to liberalise our local body, then by all means shalce off this must; 
auachnmism of a begone age. Let Europeans come to the Corporn- 
tion if they choose by the open door of a funeral electorate. If that 
<!ommunity still have within its fold broadminded men like George Yub* 
or the late Jlon’ble Mr. L. P. Pugh, Mr. Braunfield, Sir Daniel Ilamil- 
ton and other great men like that, then there is no doubt that the 
Indian community would moat warmly welcome them as their repre- 
sentatives in the (hunmon Council and I have no doubt that, even to-day, 
men like Mr. Rue have just as large a chance of being elected by the 
Indian ratepayers of ward No. 22 as myself. (Vune then nut of youi 
first class reserved compartments and trains de luxe and .share with 
e(iually the troubles and blessings of a journey by the third cl^ss on 
our onward journey to our goal and see whether we do not put you forth 
as loaders and as leading citizens. Can there be any doubt that those 
who are anxiou.s to keep them.selves secluded in their own glory and 
greatness get themselves steeped in their compartment with prejudice'^ 
and become unfit to represent othets? Mr. Watson-Smyth said yes- 
terday that he hoped that he would also be a brother to us in our march 
towards our goal. I beg to thank him for this huge joke as I think 
it to be one. 

Three hundred years ago Providence brought the Europeans to this 
couiA^y not without a purpose. For 300 years they have bjipxL j|ork' 
uplift my poor motherland, India. Through a common lifw and 
a common Government, through the same boons and through the same 
repressions, we have now been brought on to the high road to an united 
and national life. I^t no man try to thwart that Divine purpose for, 
how.soever great he may t^ink himself to be, he ia yet a little smaller 
than Providence Himself. I must congratulate Moslem friends on 
the fac^thjU &11 of them, except one, have spoken in a spirit which did 
not introduce any religious animosity or class hatred and therefore 
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lomnianded our respect and attention. I^et us, brothers, Hindus and 
Muhammadans, therefore, approach the question without j\ny sectarian 
view and religions ^ntipathj. Let ** good to our motherland ” l>e our 
only objective and let our motto and watchword be “ united w© stand 
and divided we fall.” 

Here the Council adjourned for 15 minutes. 

After the adjournment. 

Dft A. 8UHRAWARDY: At the present stage of the Bill, I had no 
desire to intervene ill the debate, and if T rise to speak to-day I do so in 
the hoj>e of calming the tumult of bigotry and ])acifving t lie passions 
of fanaticism roused in the Council by tbe speeches of some members, 
hotli Hindus and Muhammadans. 

I deeply dejtlore that certain passages in the Hon’ble Minister*© 
speech have givep rise to apprehensions and alarm in the minds <»f my 
^!() 8 Iem colleagues that the aecejdanee of this method of representation 
IS the thin end of the wedge, that our aisjuieseenet* in it on the present 
('(‘ea^’on is likely to furnish a precedent for doing away with (lUMniuiia! 
representation in the Councils, and denying its extension to l<K al bodies 
m 1 I 4 ' ninfas^.i!. Communal representation in the Conm il ts a sruhnl 
fact, the conditions in tbe mufassal differ widely fiom tlio^e oi Calentta. 
1 earnestlv tjust and boi)e that the Hon'lde Miijistei will dispid Mj’sh'in 
apprehensions and suspicions, Moslem doubts and fear^. by a dt'chuation 
that, whatever be bis personal views on the evils of eointiiunal represen- 
tation, h<‘ harbours no designs of unsettling the settled fact, that tbe 
(|uestion of communal representatiem in tbe mufassal will he (’onsidered 
ajiart, entirely on its merits, in tbe light of cireumstanees and condi- 
tions pievailing in the mufassal. Tf tbe ITon’ble Minister dears the nir 
by such a pronouneement and if be gives an assurance of an int'reased 
effei'tive and adequate representation for Muhammadans, rominensurate 
not only with their voting, rating and numerical strength but also with 
their historical and political importance, then 1 shall not have the least 
hesitation in giving my whole-hearted support to a Bill which is prri- 
gressive in its scope and generous in its intentions to safeguard the 
diverse interests of this city. 

There is another matter to which I should like to draw tbe |itten- 
J|ie Hon’ble Minister as well as of tbe House. In the 
his sjSeech, dwelling on communal n^presentatinn abd the mixed elec- 
torate,' tbe Hon’ble Minister said that “tbe Bill embiKlies the views of 
tbe Government as a whole.” Now it is an open secret that a roa|i(Tl!ier 
of the Government is actively engaged in preaching against the view*© 
of the Government as a whole and it is whispered in the lobby that be 
has the autboribr^ljpiliind him of His Excellency the Governor. I am 
not in the secretrof the Cabinet. I do not know whethe^ihim is sueh 
a thing as an oath of secrecy for Ministers or whether Minister© h©ve 
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the privilege of breaking it with impunity as «ome witnesses do in ^ 
court of law. Byt I think the House should Rke t,o have some light 
on the subject, ^he ye is an jm p^essinn (jeated i# Ihe House by the 
' arrogant and imf^ent assertions of a speaker that Muhammadkn mem- 
hers us a whole are all up in anns against this Bill. T am gla^ that my 
^Hon’ble friend, Maulvi PImaduddin Ahmed, has made it clear that nothing 
j could 1)6 further horn the truth. ‘I resp(‘ct fully submit to the House thui 
I it should apjmiise the si>eeches at their true worth and value and not take 
j seriously the uiiconsidered judgments, the wild utterances of those whose 
I first aS^uaintance with public life is only throughithe door of commu- 
I nal teprc^iientatjon. Naturally, they cling to it as a new-born babe 1<j 
its motherA Nor should the House allow itself to be misled by the pose 
of authorify assumed by a member who avoids the risks of election and 
enters the Council by the backdoor of nomination. Sir, in these days 
when seats are plentiful a Muhammadan member who^has the uniijno 
distinction of being nominated is not in any sense the representative of 
his people, 

« 

' Kven of the elected members here to-day who can claim ('w^’th orm 
syigle exception) to have even the honour of dpfeat in a contest for a 
^ent in the (Vmncil or the (\)rporation commanding a single (Wcutta 
vote? There is onlv one member here to-dav whom the Muhammadans 
of Calcutta have repeatedly returned to the Council as ^their elected 
representative. It is the member who represented theun in the TiCgis- 
Iq^tiv© Council in lOlO—who represented them in the first Council under 
the Mtnto-Morley Reforms and in the last, and who was once more 
returned by them to the present Reformed Council. And that member. 
Sir, is no (»ther than your humble seiwant addressing the House. 

If a member hailing from the banks of the Rupnarain can pose as an 
authority on the affairs of Midnapore. if members from the mufassnl 
are cpmlified to speak on Calcutta affairs (and undoubtedly they have 
the right to do so), T hope the House will pardon me aud not accuse me 
of excess of cheek and bniss if, for a moment. T have the audacity to 
imitate the ways of Maulvi Nnsim Ali of Hagnan. ("Sir, I bav^ carefully 
examin«cd the advantages and disadvantages of the proposed ilethod of 
Muhammadan representation, and have weighed calmly and dispassion- 
ately its pros and cons and T am satisfied that the balance of advantage 
is in favour of th^ Muhammadans. We are given 13 seats sperfallv 
reserved (or us where we had none. We are given the right of voting 
in^the general electorate and contesting any scat in any ward in the 
general electorate and our voting strength in the general electorafe will 
be increased considerably in^excess of that of the Hindus. The Muham- 
madans wfll thus be in a position to turn the scale in favour of any can- 
didate. Hindu or Muhammadan Tliev will th»i* hold ihe “balance of 
’**”•1**^’** . phmse of a e^lv.di«rnvered Hindu friend of Muham- 
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iiionibers oi the Council^ may be deluded and det-eived by lii» \ iiin III 
*hip of Modem cause t€J=-day. Old meinlKTs know Indter and understumf 
.1 necret of fudden conversion and chanp^o of heari. 

\t iwfre 13" of the Report of the proceeding's <d a Oonmuttee of non- 
ntfit iiil members of the Council to consider the Reform pwiposnls there 
i< a note of dissent wl^ch opens thus : — 

In the matter of representation of Mubammndan interestK in the t‘n!»rKo«l 
< ils the Conpress League Scheme should not be followed, they (Ihi' 
on no account should be allowed to have the balance of |>ower in their haruls Such 
a state of affairs would not only spell disaster to the cause of good rtovertMaent in 
the country, but would leriously jeopardise the interests of the non-Miihaminiit|^iis. 

The note of dissent is dated the 2nd Tanuarv, 1919. and is signed 
• Siva Shekhareswar Ray.” 

That this advantage of ” balance of pcuci ” which the Knmar 
Siva would, on tio account, give to the Mubaimnadaus, is real, substan- 
tial and genuine, *needs no demonstration, and it should outweigh all 
n^nior considerations af»d set at rest all imaginarv forehodings and 
fears. 

Even under existing conditions it is not an im]>ossihilitv for non- 
T1 nidus to be returned td the (’orporation and olhei local bodies through. 
im\cd*cb‘ctoratcs. Tin* tianms of the Cohen hrothets and l^nwah 
Hailniddin TTyiler in 1h(‘ (^oi poratifoi . Mr I). 1 Cohen in the Council, 
Nauab Kbwafah Mabomed Yusuf, (Mmirman, Dacca District Hoard and 
for nearlv 2S years that of the Da<a a M unicipalit \ . Khun Hiihadtir 
Wasiinuddin Ahma<l, Mauivi Kmaduddin. Khan Hahadur Atnaii .\Iii 
t'hairman, respcctivcl v , of th<* Distm t Hoaiils of Pabtia, Haj'-hahi and 
t’hitlagong, arc those* eif a few gcntleme*n <*lc(tf*d through the mived 
ele( torates which occur to me at |Mc.scntj^ Tt is said Muhammadan 
membeM’s outnumbi*!* tbc Tlindus in Kastt*rn Hf*ngal and it is the weight 
of Moslem vnte.s which has n’sultcd in this a<‘hiev«*nient . He it so, vet 
the Hindus do not clamour for communal re’prcscntation . A voire from 
Is'hiiid asks ine to give an instance from M eastern Hengal TIutc are 
many instances, even in Wevtcrn He-ngal. of Muhammadans lieing 
Tctumed local iKidies through mixed clcctonitr*s. Hut the* l»est 
instance hi Western Bengal is illustrate*d in the fsTson f*f mv humble 
Hclf. T hapjien to he the Chairman of the* Midnapore District Hoanl 
which consists of 24 meinWs. There is onlv one eb'ctenl Muhiimma- 
<lan member there and there is onlv one imminated Muhgminadan rnemlMT. 
The igpst non-Muhammadans. A'et the non-Muhammadans ha^e 

ele*cted the one elected Muhammadan niemlH-r as their first non.offlcial 
('hairman. Insinuations are opi>o«ied to facts, theories and imaginary 
grievances to actual realities. It is said that a mixed electf»rate debars 
" re"nl Moslems ” and paves the way for the success of ” reffegades.” 
Dentlemen who have lightly indulged in such language have not taken 
tiie trouble to define or explain the expressions “ real Muslims ’* and 
“ renegades.” ia a ” real Moslam.” I ask J* I* he a Muslem 
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with a beard, with an oil-besmirched an^ grease-besmeared fei 
an uxorious Moslem rejoicing in the plurality of wives? I need not 
tarry for an answer. I drop the question. I do not pursue the querr 
further lest it lead to unpleasant detail!' and ends in unpleasanter 
revelations. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED EUHRAWARDYUs the Member entitled 
to make such a virile personal attack? 

Mr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: There is nothing personal. If the cap 
fits a»y^ofly, I cannot help. I change ray question and ask, what is a 
renegade ” ? Is he a Moslem who has committed the crime of enjoy- 
ing the confidence of Xlindus and Moslems alike, who has the mis- 
fortune of lieing elected by the voles of Hindu and Moslem electors? 
If so, then the Hon’hlc Mr. Altaf Ali, son of the Hon’ble Nawab Nawal) 
Ali, is a renegade, for he was returned from a mixet^electorate to ttic 
late Council. I ask, once more what is a ** renevrade Is he a 
Moslem who gives his vole to a Hindu in preference to a Moslem can- 
didate for election? If so, then Maiilvi Nt»sim Ali is a renegade and 
the wire-puller Indiind him a renegade of renegades — the arch-renegade ; 
for the first act of these genlleinen fresh and unweaned from 
communal electorate was to vole in this Council Chamber for a» Hindu 
rival of a Muhammadan candidate. Thev were no more pn‘veiited from 
getting into the Council by the precious device of (*oinmuiml representa- 
tion any more than the Hon’ble Mr. dinnah, Mr Mazharul Haq and llm 
•iate lamented Mr. Rasul, detdared and determined opixments of cominii- 
Tial repr<‘sentaiion. Sir. 1 rejx>at my question and ask. what is a 
** renegade ”? Is he a Moslem who discourages the slaughter of the 
cow? If so the Commander of the Faithful, His Majesty the Ameer of 
Afghanistan, is a renegade and the Maulanas and Ulemas who have 
issued fiats and fatwns to that effect are also renegaffes. And la^tl\. ‘ 
the fact of following the lead of a Hindu in politics renders a Moslem 
a renegade, then I challenge Maulvi Nasim Ali, hacked by all the Ali^ 
in the (Nnincil, to <',ontest any seat in any ward in Calcufta through a 
purely communal electorate, with the humblest Khilafat volunteer, the 
meanest follower — should he care to offer himself for eleMiou — of tiie 
Ali brothers, the redoubtable lieutenants of the Hindu Mahdtma. 

I have not the slightest doubt as to the result and I am prepared to 
lay any bet. Those who condemn hartnl and Khilafat volunteers 
and support measures of repression (as Maulvi Nasim Ali did tbs other 
day) do not stand the ghost of a chance, however they may pose as “ real 
Moslems.” 

1 strongly oppose and* emphatically repudiate and denounct the 
innovation and heresy of elevating and "exalting the principle of com- 
munal representation into the shiblndeth of my faith and the creed of 
my xriigion* and 1 venture to glace before my brethren a lesson 
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Jeariit by the reading oi history and its philosophy. Society is not oonf- 
]M>sed of fosses embedded in the nxks of retrogression and decay but 
of living forces which mui||^ advance and go forward with the march 
of time. 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: Shame! 

Dr. A. SUHRAWARDY: 1 cannot understand this unseemly and 
1 ? relevant interruption by an elderly gentleman; but 1 must assure the 
Hon’ble MemlH*r that the reference to “ fossils ” is not intended to 1 m‘ 
jHTsonal. (^ommiinftie", like individuals and nations, which do not move 
'With the times and adapt themsehes to the changing circumi^tances of 
the day are doomed to destruction, lad us not ding to an ancient saw. 
Let us not allow ourselves to be mastenal h\ a nuxlern name. I..et com- 
munal interests and not communal repnvsentation he our w*atchwords. 
Let us not clin^ for ever to the <loor of communal n‘pr(‘sentution by 
winch we have entered the Council, unawaie of the fact that there in 
.1 w ulei and broader gate 1h‘\o!mL leading to tlu‘ Hall of Fre<*dom and 
!• rat(*i nit\ , Shall we ioi^«‘vei stand at tht‘ door with the fih‘r, or shall 
we (‘liter the Valhalla of the AVoild and takt* our .seat In the side of free 
liiitions? 

1 cannot sit dow’n without taking notice of the ])retensions of the 
.self-('onstituted jdeader of the Muhammathin <au,sc who .'irrogat(*d to 
liims(‘lf the oAiei da> the jHisition of th(‘ sjHikesmaii of tin* Muhammadan 
members of th(‘ (’ouncil. 1 wonder if hi* has Im'imi so apiMuntinl by tlie 
iirwborn Muhammadan Association whidi has not M*t utten*d a word on 
th(‘ burning (piestions of the day wdinh are agitating thi* minds of the 
Muhammadans but which never forgets to givi* banquets to members of 
the Council — the b’ederation , the fiist s\llabh' of whose naim*. according 
to a wag fully and fitly in(licat(*s its ohjc( ts — to hi* fcast4‘(l and fe«l 

“We, Muhammadans, would resign our .se.its in the Coum il, 
savN Mauivi Nasim Ah. We have heard this kiml of tall t.dk before ami 
fiom |H*rson(i niuidi higher ami f»>r a cause nohler ami loftier than that 
of communal re])resentat ion. K\amj>le is better than precept Let 
him take the lead and resign his seat Let him nd the House of his 
preseiue and let us see w’ho shed.s a teal, genuine or crocodile for hun 
Mauivi Nasim Ali reminds me of the fahie of the giiat and the hull. 

1 he chariot-wdieel of the Council’s progress will go on desjute tlie efforts 
“f the fly to arrest its onw’ard march. 

Mtulvi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: I rise to a isdnt of order Is 
the meml>er entitled to make virulent |H*rsonal remarks?' We are of 
the same opinion as Mauivi Nasim Ali. 

Or. A. SUHRAWARDY: Wliom do voif mean by “ we ’’I' Sjx^ak 
for yourself, lest I class you with the worthy Mauivi Nasim Ali. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: I submit that be is in order. He is not referrii^ 
to personalities. h% jm criticising the sjiw^ch of a member. 
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* The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Please do not make any persoiuU 
lemarks. * 

Dr. A, SUHRAWARDY: It will on without Msiulvi ?^asini Ah 
and liis ('lieiits a.s it lui.s froiie on without others j^reater and mii^im(*r 
than he; 1 uni sure otli(‘r Moslem meiiiliers condemn and do not shaie 
the doj^-in-the-niuii^ei jKilicy oi Maulvi Nasim Ali. 

“ If Hindus command the confidence of Moslems, why reserv’e a nuni- 
her of seats for Muhammadans at all?” (luestions the hon’hle Mauhi 

The answer is simple, plain and chiar. To j^i^e them popular ami 
political education, to aiiakeii in them interest in theii civic riglits. 
arouse them tiom Homnolc.sc(‘nc4* and lelhar^v to a st*ns<‘ of their 
duties and resiKUisihilities. I'he history and exiHUieiice of the past trll 
us that Muhammadans seldom offered themselves tor el(*(!tion to the 
(’or|M)ration. * 

Iaill(‘d into slumlxu hy tin* tals(‘ s(‘cuiit\ of nomiiiatioii thev avoid'-l 
th(‘ heat and dust (d' a contest. In P121, no Muhammadan candid. ii<‘ 
offered himself foi idection to the Coi jtorat ion. In PHS, only oim* 
Muhammadan candidate stiwal and was suc(‘essful. The samt‘ stoi} ]> 
reiK‘ated and retidd it \\e hack a d<M-aii(‘ or^a (piait^M’ of a centun 

Maulvi Nasim Ali insinuates that 11 indu-Moslem unity is a* sham. 
llindu-Moslem fiiendship and tidlowsliip a faice. 1 wonder it he >\.C' 
thinkin^.r of the little fieiformance enacted in the lobby Hie other day. 

I wonder if he had in his mind the si^dit I witnessed — a si^rlp worthy of 
the ^<»ds the diamatic spectacle of a youthful Councillor in the lobb\ 
Mith his orthodox blow lespbuident with the mark of the tihih locked m 
tlu‘ ]>at(‘rnal aims of tin* \<‘in‘iable lon^^-robed, lon^'--skn ted Imnh*! of th*' 
M uhamniadaiis, united not b\ the bonds of bi^^otry and hate, 1 ho]H*, bn' 
bv tho.st‘ (d‘ affection and communits of idc'aK— a s\ mbol of Himln' 
Moshon unit\-' not the (h*adl\ embrace (»f Sivaji and Afzal Khan. Sw 
whatevcM 11 indu-Mimlem unit\ iinLdit ha\e meant in tin* past, now' it 
leal, it is earnest and it is indis.scduble ; and who(‘ver di'sires to distuih 
it in tin' sli^ditest de^jfiee is a iein*^»^a(h‘ and a traitoi, faKc' to hi" 
i(di{^ion and false* to his countiy. Hindu leaders now reali.se that lie 
safetx of India ln*s in the unity of Hindus and Moslems; and Muham- 
madans recognise* that in the strenjjtli of united India li(‘s the salv.i- 
tion of Islam. Hue woid more and I have done. Maulvi Nasim .\!i 
lefers with contempt to the Ctopiaii idea of .self-^^overnmeiit . apivaL t ' 
hi.«» Luro|H*an fiituids and the buH*aucracy for protection, and declare- 
that lie ehn's not want stranij. He is not a dreamer. He is not a wild 
xisionary. He is a t>ra(‘ti<'al man. The froal of his ambition is n<'t 
Plato’s Ke]mblic. His froal lies Inyvond the Ass’s Rrid^je. It is within 
tile reach of every pleadel* who cros.ses it and develops asinine fpialitie- 
He is making? rapid projjress in that direction and he need not despair. 

» Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: 1 have been a silent list^iner these 
three days, and have often re^tted that the speeches delivered in the 
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ourse of debate have not been free from that tinpe of pi\Rsion and pr%- 
*jufiiee which should not have charai teri.sed the disen^sion of a (juestion 
raising issues* of such far-jeaching importance. But thougli I regnd 
what 1 heard these last three dav'i, the unseemlx exhibition of tem|HT 
which I have noticed during the last few hour> has fairly taken my 
hfcath away. I am sorry, exticinely sorry, that in this rxlnhilion 
t('nijH^r some of my friends, both Hindus iml Muhammadans, have 
made themselves prominent. I would seriously ask the members of this 
(’ouncil, if tliey cannot carry on discmssion of sm h an important charac- 
ter in that calm 41 atmosphere <d deliberation whii h alone should 
( liaractei ise dis(‘Ussion and proceeilings of this ('oum il, they sjiould give 
It ni» It needed no prophet to tell me that a vast majorit\ of the Miiham- 
inadan meml)ers of this (Vnincil would \ehemcntl\ o]>j>ose the s.vstem 
nf Muhammadans representation proposial in the ( ab iitta Municii>al Bill. 
The i»roix)SHl ihfii has been ma<le. is (opposed to all n‘cogni.sed t«‘net** of 
lejaesenlation among the vast majeiitN of Mo-bmi |>olitnians in Imlia 
1 admit, that the All-India Moslem ht'ague m its \ ai nms sitt mgs .lebated 
not iiHuely communal reywinsentat ion but also repic'^^mtation through a 
(oniinunal eb'ctorate. 1 will also freel> (onte*s that, so fai as 1 am 
toriteined, my expres.s(‘d \ ie\N s ha\e al^^a^ s been in f.ivoui of i iunmiinal 
iep!(‘^('ntation. The reasim why my Muhammadan colleague*^ hiiNe shown 
vndi exuberance of feeling in support <d communal Tcpicsentat ion 
is plain and <*b‘ar. I hop(' mv Muhammadan colleagues in tin- ( ouikmI 
will paidmi me if I point out that, with the singb' exception of m\ humble 
self, not om* nt them has ever been in the National Congress and have 
iicNei had anv opportunity (d‘ c(mmig into loutact witli thosi* great 
le.tdeis of Indian ]Hditical thought, Hindus and Muhammadans, whose 
.otiMt.t‘s, ha\e hitherto guid<‘d thd gio"ing nation (d India M ith 
Ncr; tew exceptions, my friends h.ne m.t. e^el beiUi in the AIMndia 
Moslem lauigue, and, th<‘lt‘lon‘, haNc i»ot imbibed tho-e lofl\ ideals 
whnh reallv make for Indian inditnal ad^an.cment There i-. there- 
fore. no rea.son for surprise that the Muhammadan membeis of this 
( oiincil have received the pio|H>sal (d the lion bb* Ministci wit » a 
and an\l('t> . but I would isunt out to m\ • <dleague- that there ,s I,., leas.m 
for alarm or anxiety. The (lucstion is a ver\ sitnplc one lie pruposa 

.s no doubt somewhat new, but it will ba^e to ).e judge.! on itn own 
merits It IS a projxrsal. notbing fuitbei. ami a*- a ))r.»|H»s.j it wi la 
t<» be c-onsidered and reconsidei ed in all its healings Im fori an\ 
deei.sion i.s arrived at. 


Rof..rp I proceed furiher 1 wia. to » .'■« v.o,,1h lo way of |a rHoi,al 
explanation. AVhen 1 ennte to the Con.,..! .h- other .lax to .,.p,-.r 
a resolution ahout the hK-alion of poli'e loiiil'. '' ' . , 

had somehow or other been gained o^cr hv the lion a . nils < rs. 
not know how thia ia poaaihle, whether hv some pr..n,.a.- '-yRnm.-et o 
reward. I do not know what that reward max »'■ • ur* y. *< ’ 

offer me the post of a vaccination in»jwctor or a clinical surgeon i 

111 



536 


CALCUTTA MUNICI^L BILL. 


[1st Dkc. 


Modioal Collej^e as these are within the departments in his char^r,. 
(Lauj^hler). Hie only way in which the Hon’ble Minister can show u< 
any favour is hy p'iviijg us dinners and lynches and other treats. ] 
freely admit that althouj^h our Ministers are very clever in keejung 
close and tight their purse strings, they are fairly generous in givin^^ 
treats 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: Are these remarb 

at all relevant? 

MmiIvi a. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I have not mad^any strong remark^ 
Those ()f UN who have not had dinners cannot enjoy little repartees of 
this kind. I may tell the Council that it has never fallen to my lot to 
enjoy treats of any kind, except from one Minister, who, I may mention, 
is un (dd jxMsonal friend of mine, aiid he invited us to some evening 
parties. However, I never meant to give offence to anybody; I only s;i\. 
not having had such treats, 1 can speak with an easy conscience 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEEQf 8UHRAWARDY; Is the membetr in 
order ? 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: What is ho leading b - 

Mr. D. C. CH08E: Wait and see. 

The DEPUTY.PRE8IDENT: Order! Order! 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: 1 was only going to make a certain 
proposition to my friends in this (k)uncil. I want to s|)eak to g<*ntleni(*n 
who wish to hear me. If I am interrujited in this w’ay, I shall not s]»eak 
I havi' finished 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: Please go on Mr. Fazl-ul Ilaq. I am 
sure we would like to hear you and you are entitled to be heard in 
silence. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ; T will not sf)eak. I have finished 

The HoiYMe 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I desin 

ihoroughlv to associate invseli with the ohsen'ations which have fallen 
from the last speaker, vi:., that we .should consider the burning is.sues 
in coniuM’tion wdth the (^dcutta Municipal Bill in an atmosphere of calm- 
ness. s<d>riety and moderation. I had hoped that the counsels of model a* 
tion and restraint would prevail; and .so they did to a considerable extent 
The harmony of our debates has. indeed, now and then been bioken hv 
ascription of motives, by ]H*rsonal allusions and other matters of that kiml 
which are very much to legretted The position of Government in 
thi.s matter is very plain. W'e have placed Wore this Hou.se certain 
projKiRuls for the nmendmt^nt of the present Calcutta Municipal Act. 
These are proposals and nothing more. Government have discussed 
these matters, they have formulated these proposals, and they have 
ihvited the judgment of the House in regard to them. They are merely 
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f>io{x)saL, the final decision remits with this Rouse. Clause hv clause,* 
HtMtion hy section, the Bill will be considered, and therefore, it seems to 
ijif tliat all this heat, all tli|B exulnMance of feeling, this inlemjKunuu'e 
ut lan^'’uagre, these interruptions, are out of place at this preliminarv 
‘.ta^»“e when we are far distant from the final decision of the ^’reat pnd>- 
Irin of civic life. It seems to me that we are creating* for ourselves an 
.itniosphere which is very much to Ih‘ deprecated — an atnu^sphere whicli 
Will be hurtful to that calm and careful ct)nsideration of the ^^rcat ju'olv- 
Iriiis uhich is so desirable. 1 juay for sobriet \ , I pray for self-restraint, 
I jua> for the tiuietehiiifr down of passions \^liich mi^dit ha\e In'cn tem- 
jMnaiily raised by the heated discu.ssious of to-da> and yestenl'ay. 

I’his is a Le^.rislative Council consist in of the idet ted n‘i)resentat i ves 
(d the jieople. You are charjred with a srdtMiin trust to con.sider public 
ipiestions that c»me before you accordin^^ t«* tlimi merits. fi-e<* from 
|M>-ion and jirej^lice. But if you stait th(‘ discussion in a luaited 
;ifii.ospliere of excitement apd piejudice. how would it be |>osMbh‘ to 
.Olive at dec'i'^ions which will be consistent with .|u>^tice to the interests 
(..iKcrned and in conformity w’ltli tlie mandate's of \our own coiwtitu- 
'rheiefore, once ;i^rain 1 pi ay foi ti calm coiisidei at ion oi this 
nijMunmt (juestion in an atmosjdiere fiec* irom exe itement and jmssion 

1 w.is \(‘r\ much jiained to see a display of th<*se emotions on the* pait 
< t elilcilv inefl ; yoiinjj men, 1 tun piepan‘d to e XMise*. foi we all liav«* 
Im-oii \oun^’ men oiir.selvc's, but. in the case of an «*bb‘il\ ^'•entb’man who 
ii.is In'cii loTi^ in the judicial .s<*rvicc* eif (io\ » m nimmt . who has b«‘en traim‘d 
'1 til, it '<<‘rvic<‘ to w’ei^'h and considei' fa< ts <alnil\ and ilosedv, it seems 
' \ t j aoi (hiiarv tliat he* should In* swa\ed b\ passion and so swa\<Ml as to 
b'li^et or m isrepres(*nt fac ts. I u-^e thc‘ wonls forjrc't and misic'present 
hiibei.itcdy. Mr. Abdus Salam was pb-asc'd to tell this Hmise* that he* 
"a- the onlv Muhammadan present at a paitnular conf**? l•Ilce to which 
I leferrc'd in mv o]HMiin^ spec'ch. Ia»t me* tcdl v on that he* was not thc‘ 
-!il\ Muhammadan pre.seut. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUS SALAM: 1 did not nay I was 

The Hofi’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: He said he 

Was the* only MuhammaduTi pre.sent I am <juc*st loniiif.^ a statc*mc*nt of 
tacts which ycju made in thi.s Council. Am I tc» fa* inteirupted in this 
w ay ? ' 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: The Ron’ble Minister is entitled to l>e 
h»*ard in silence. 

The Hofi*ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BA^ERJEA: As a matter of 
t‘‘ct Mr. Erfun Ali waic prt^sent. Dr. RaHsan Suhniwardy was also 
present. There were at least two Muhammadan gentlemen lK‘side« my 
Iriend, Mr. Abdus Salam. Then he was pleased to ask me, that as^ 
inemWr of the Franchise Committee, why I did not put < ertain questions 
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lo him in connection with the elections to the Municipal Councils. That? 
Sir, was beyond our functions; beyond the terms of ouu reference; we 
were there not to consider the constitution ¥ local bodies; we 
entrusted wdth the hif(h duty ol determining the franchise that was lo 
be conferred upon voters in connec tion with the election to Ivegislativc 
f’ouncils. Therefore, it w'as not my province to ask a cjuestion of that 
kind, and if I had, the President, Jiord Southborou|?h, would have ruled 
me out of order. 

It seems to me that my friend suffers from a confusion of ideas, excu- 
sable in a yoiin^' man, indefensible in his case, ife .says the Euro]>eaii 
C(iinniuni{y have ^'•ot communal representation: they have got nothing 
of the kind. The tw(» things, he is confounding, are communal repie- 
Hcmtation and special electorate's, (’oniiiiunal representation i- 
bused uiKUi creed, rejiresentat ion through special elef;torates is ba.scd 
upon class interests, thc'iefoic', there is a wide difference between the 
two, but to my ex-judicial fiiend that difference does not occair. 

Let me pass from this personal rc'ference. ^vhich to me has lR*en \er\ 
painful because heic we have In'en entrustc'd with a solemn duty, aii 
oiMM’ous task, that of pre[»aring a Municijuil Act for ('alcutta which it 
was hopc'd, and I still hope*, would bc' a ukmIcI to the* rc'st of India, iwiikmI**! 
to all municipalities in Itc'Ugal, and all this passion, all tin- 
strife, all this fiiction, aie stiirc'd b\ raising' irrele\aiil 

issues and contro\ersic‘s which aic* beside the main ]uohleni- 
bc'lbie us. I deeply dc'precate it. 1 hojs* that after the' a}>pc.il 
1 ha\(' made* to-da\, we sliall lesumc' oui edd wa\s, and meet here as 
colleagues and brothels, called upoii by oui high .sense' of dut\ to coc- 
sidei and decide' cjuestions of the gia\e'st moment to the' cit\ of (’alcutla 
and to the' future' interest of Local Self-( ioM'rnnii*nt in this count^^ 
IlaNing made' this appe'al. let me now coiiside'r some of the peiints whu 
ha>e‘ bes'ii raise'd in the* e-ouise of the* discussion. 

I think the dise ussion ma> Ih* .said to lune* ce'iitre'd round three points, 
wlic'the'r communal rei»ie'.sentation shouhl he' givt'ii to the Muhammadan 
eeuumunity, whe'the'i the* LniNe'isitv and the Heiigal National ('hamher 
of Lomme'iee* should ha\e* a \ote e-onfeired ujHm them to return repic- 
.sentativi‘s to the* Lorpor.ition, whether the Maiwari community should 
have' a spc'cial e-onstituem-y of their own, ami lastly, there is that ejues- 
tiem whicli was rais«*d as to the imlusion of Maiiiktala and Cossipoie- 
('hitpui w’ithin the jun.siliction of the ('’oi'iHiration. Other details wen' 
breiught foiward and the‘\ will ha\e to be* consieleri*d by the Select Com- 
mittee*. But the'.se to m\ mind — and I have followed the discu.ssion w'ith 
the clo.se'st attention — are the* ('ential considerations which thi.s Council 
has beeii di,se*ussing for tly* last three days. I have no desire to gwt'll 
the \olume of eontro^ersy in connee-tion with the cjuestion of communal 
re*pre.se*ntat ion. I would prefe^r to .•eay nothing about it except perhaj'- 
rpfer to eUHMir two matter.s which are uppermost in my mind, and in 
U'gunl to which I think it will Ih' possible for me to throwr some light 
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^.,,1 piixlure perhaps a mollifyin? effect upon those whose miiuls hav« 
Lt-eii excited ujmn this question. 

My fnend, Mr. Nasim ^i. ohserved that li this (’uh utta MjiniuijHil 
Hill ^^as tlie first fruit of the stntraj \\hu h xv(‘ liave Uh'w juouused. the 
IrsN we have of it, the luHter for us. Now I a^k him in all seriousness, 
luit with the utmost emjdiasis, thi'^ plain .snnph‘ question —<loes he or 
(ioe*. lie not think that the luesent Hill, whatexei its limitations may 1 k\ 
!> tlistinctly suiHU'ior to the ('alcutta Municipal .Vet now in ton e I' I 
tliiiik that (luestion can onl> he answ«Ted in one wax. Kxmi iroin the 
M iihainmadan ]>oint1>f vit'W it is a <listunt adx.iiue (ui tiie present Ait. 
wiiiih does not provide foi* communal nque.senlat n>n. noi does’it ju'ox ide 
Im rest*! veil seats, to liaxt* ^:l^en IH .seats to Muhammadans in the present 

Hill 


d he piesent Act does not resmxe fiu them even one s«Mt. the ijuestion 
• ij I ommunal rejiresentation is still open, ami with re^^.ud to it 1 desire 
1 < I s.i \ this; t he s \ stt*m i d ni l\ed elei l ol ales is t he pi oposal ot t he t io \ cm* 
iiu*M hut il this lIoUsi* decides that theie should he t tunmunal iej>ie* 
'■Uilatiiiii. the (Toveinnient will Imw' to that dei ision and lo < e)‘t it 
ihat Is Dui attitude. w^‘ have no :i<l in the mattei We live and mo\<‘ 
n an atniosjdieu* id pure leasan teliipeied hv pnliir It the hiaiidati* 
llil" (’niiiMll is that theie sliall he (oiumun.d i *‘pi es»*ii1 at inn tnl the 
M uiialiiniadan'', I sh.ill ai ( ept It d hat is the .ittitude (d the (iovi-rn- 
n.t I'l Hul. Sii . it must he adniitte<l that <‘ven tioni the Muhammadan 
; "I n t ( d view, the pi eseii t M Uli n i p.d Hill is ,i disi i m 1 ad v aln e u p'Ui the 
' ^ in^- A< t . a till to that extmd , it ou;jht to he w •'!( oined hv the Muhain- 
ni.td.iii (ommunitv. f hie ohiection, peihaj^s the pnm ipal ohieitinn. 
' a tundamental one, rt: , that li we have the s\strni of mixed elei huate 
-h.ill not t^et effective Muh.iinm.idan leju r>ent .i t ion . w. -liall not 
C' t the* tvpe of Muhammadan memheis whom the Muhammad in < oai' 
noinitv desiie to send to the (’orjMuation It would ho as m\ fnend. 
Maulvi Nasim All, put it, imffeetive 1 e J U eseli f .i t ion It in.iv he adi*- 
inate. hut it would 1m* ineffeitive I sa\ with soim* eiiifdiasis that 1 
' -oii.ot h(‘lp thinkinj' that this idisei v ,ii ion im)>lu*s a shn uiwin the <lis. 
t ’iiouislied Muhammadan representatives m the (’oijHuation in the past, 
m»w alas, dead and ^one, who weie m\ (ollea^oies in tin* ( 'oi |>oral mn 
and who did the amidest justne to the interests (d their lommuiiitv and 
of the j;(*neial public What aliout Nawuih Ikidniddin llvder*' What 
about Dr Jaliaruddin Ahmed, who was nduriied hv the ^o-neral elei toraleV 
W hat afiout mv est(‘emed colleague and eoniTade. Maulvi Sliaikh Ahmed, 
with whom I was as.soiuated in the ('orjMuat ion foi ‘Jd veats, and was 
tile itm t trail i (d a mosque? What afuuit tliese aTid other meri in tlo' past, 
who Were retuined by the /jeneial eleitorafe, wli<> served tlie ( or|M>ra- 
with iinspariiif; devotion and unffimhinj: zval? Sav what \ou like 
iil»<*ut the mixed ele< tomte. say what yen please almui the iisefuhieHs of 
the cmiiiiiuinal system, f>f*ar in mind the slur lliat this view must east 
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Kie memory of these distinguished men if you say that mixed electorate* 
will not do, but we must have communal represen tatiQU ; and if you 
further jidd as your reason that you are not ly to get men of the right 
type, my reply is that in the past you did get such men through tlu* 
mixed electorates. What has haj>|)ened to lead you to think that you 
may not now get men of the same class? What has hapj)ened since theu 
that leads you to the conviction that a mixed electorate wdll not return 
the right sort of men? I pause for an answer, and there is no answer to 
be given. You have not yet tried the s\stem (if mixed electorate willi 
Id seats reserved. If you try it and find it to lu‘ inefiAient and ineffecti\e 
and inadequate, then a change can be made in six months’ time. There- 
fore, I apjieal to my lawyer friends that no case has been made out 
for communal rejiresentation, the grant of wliicli would rejiresent an 
innovation in the municipal legislation of the province. 

Not only that; my strongest arguiinuit against coiniiunal nquesentu* 
tion is that it is op]>o.sed~it is contrary to the spirit of the Kefornis 
What do the lleforius mean.'' 1 lu‘y an* nii'ant, for ireating a machinei\ 
for building up an united India. You injun* the piospecti\e success of 
that machinery, you retard the growth ol the citizen s])mt which is the 
fundamental condition of nationhood. Here is* a positive injurv. that 
you do to the sacred interests of the country, lK*caiise you have a sort ot 
fear, a baseless feai, that the piojK*i kind of men would not be forth- 
coming through mixed eleetoiate^ Hut once again 1 emphasise tin- 
fact that if you have a different point of view, that point ot view w ii 
Ik? fully considered by Hon eminent ; the de( iMon is umrs. (jovernment 
will ahide b\ that decision whatcNei it ma\ Ik* 

T. he next jioint to which 1 desiie to rt*ter is h*ss c*ontentious, vie 
should we give a seat to the ( aleutta rniversity? I .say “no.” I am 
a graduate oi' the UniNersity myself; 1 have been for 40 years a teachei 
of youth. 1 am .still the I’resident of a College Council. Educutioiial 
activities fill a large spheie of my public life. Still I deny to the 
Cniversity even one seat on the Corimration, and why? lK?cause it 
would take away a seat from the general electorate. It would deprne 
the ratejmyers of a seait to which they are justly entitled and which it 
is necessary that they should have. When the piojiosal to grant a seat 
to the University was made in this C'ouncil in 1800— I was a member 
then bv Mr. (now Sir) Asutosh Mukharji, w*ho then re[>re8ented the 
University of (’alcittta, it was ileteated ; (lovernment opjxised it, and if 
the (lovernment of 1800 thought that a seat to the Calcutta University 
was not neces.sary, much le.ss is it necessary now, having regard to the 
progress of education and the numlier of educated men belonging to the 
general electorate. ITierefure, 1 must decline to grant a seat to the 
University. 

Then as regards the Bengal National ChamWr of Commerce. The 
wihe proposal was made in 1809 and was defeaUnl by Oovemmenl. 
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M\ argument against granting that hoilN a seat (mi the Ctupoi-aiion is 
tht* same as I have urged in tim case of the University, namely, that it* 
^^ouM take away a seat from^the general elect<»rate. Why again do you 
M.int seats reserved for the Marwari eommunity y My fnend. Huhu 
Aniulya Dhone Addy, assured us in his sjHHnh yestenlay. in connectnm 
wiih tins subject, that the Marwari> jHissessed extensne landed estates 
III the city. We know that this is a fact and what d(K‘s it mean It 
means the imsse.ssion of i>ower and territorial inHinone I'he\ have 
^oe.n influence in Calcutta. Why should we give thmn reseiveil seats or 
jiKoide them with a*si>ecial constituencv ‘r It is luit go<ul foi tlnon. 
IheN must stand ujkhi their own legs. Kvi*r\ eommiinitx must 
leain to l>e self-reliant. Why should we holster them up hv arti- 
ht lal means? That would he doing them a iiioi.il injur\ to uhn h the 
(ioxernmenl is unwilling to he a pait\. It .seats were granted to these 
h(t<lies, the effect*would he to withdraw seats irom the general idei toiate. 
aitd the (lovernmeTit is opjnised to that |K)lie\ ; hut again 1 sa\ that if 
the Council makes any altemtion in the Hill in this respect (lovernmmit 
1 “ }>repared to accept its d(wision. 

Lastly, I come to a question uhout which the memhers of the Corpo- 
ration .seem to lie so aiwxious, namely, tliat the .Maniktalla. ( 'ossijxire- 
ChitpuV, and (larden Beach municipalitn's sliould la* im hided* within 
tiie jurisdiction of the (hilcutta Corporation. I am Minister in charge 
"t the Departfhent v/. Local Self-tiovernment . The pnm ijiles of Lo( al 
Nelt-Ciovcrnment are dear to me. 1 am here in this lespiuisihh* position 
t<' vindicate and ujihidd those principles. What are th»‘ fundamental 
iuinci])ies of local self-government? 'I’hev an*, that in n‘gard 

local affuiis, the local bodies should foim the supicim* authority, 
e have no right to impose our will— extraneous and foreign upon 
diem. J hat is the essence of hnal splf-g<ivernment . J think I i‘niin- 
' uiicd this principle on the last occuision in disf ussjug a res<dution moved 


Ih . A. Suhrawardy in I'onneetion with the sus|)ension of union 
hoards. That lieing the fundamental pnneiple of lo<aI Helf-government 
and my function being to uphold if, I cannot go against that pnncqile. 
1 he principle of local seIf-goVf*riiment will not permit me t(» over-rule 
die de< hired wishes of the people. We are deiiKK-rut ising the (’<»unrjl 
and the l(H'al bodies. Is it consistent with the pnio iples of democracv ? 
I say “ no.” I take my stand ujnm those piim iples; if m suffii lent for 
purpose. But tlien T am confronted with certain reasons whirh 
I myself have urged in that somewhat elaborate speech whnh I had 
the misfortune to make the other day. My fri«‘n<ls have rpioted largely 
that speech. I have been told that the suburbs wen* imludod 
"tthin the juris<iiction of the Calcutta Corporation against the wishes 
the [People. To that my rejily i« (hat llftit was in |HH«. Iwfore the 
’ ‘h' s of aelf-govemment such as we have now. What we did in 1H88 
no precedent for what we should do now. and T discard that as a 
precedent binding upon us. But my friends, to come nearer horfU', 
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bii . CAI/;DTTA MUNICIPAL BILL* 

« 

that in the IJill we projKiHe to include Tollvf^’unge — a small bit 
laud ill 'Jolly guiige — without reference Ui the wishes of the people coii- 
cerried ; why should we not do the same in regard to the ('ossiiniiv. 
Ohitpnr Municiiiality and other Municipulfties, within the C'orporath.ij 
limits? Ji you analyse the situation you will find that this case stands 
uiH»n a completely diffenuit footing. The area of Ttdlygunge to be in- 
(dnded is as big as this hall — not bigger than that — and what is nioie 
within it the (’alcutta (’orporation has a immping station which employ s 
a bilge number of hands. The insanitary condition of the locality is 
deplorable 'I’he municipal authorities of Tollyginige have no right ti. 
keep the tract in a condition of filthiness which is a mena(*e to the health 
of the municipal empIo\ees. The same thing cannot be said in rcgaid 
to Maniktalla and (h)s-sijMue-('hitpur. Therefore, for these s|h*( la! 
reasons, we luive irn hided a small area in I'ollygunge. I do not think that 
I need detain the (’ouncil at an\ greater length. 'I'h^re are vaiiim- 
matters ol detail which reipiire discussion, and 1 hav^ not the slightest 
doubt that they will be fully debated in the Select (’oinmittee and finalK 
b\ this ( ’(luiicil ♦ 

Nna I (Icsiie to make a final appeal to the members of this Coumil 
Ir*l the Hill be placed before the (ountis ; let i^s hear ^hat the count i\ 
has got -to sa\ ; let us have the opinion ol vaiious public bodies oi flindu, 
of Moslem and of Kuropeaii We shall coiisidei all those opinions caic- 
fully. The (’ouncil uill have an oppoitunity of coiisidriing the Hill 
in the light (d these ofiinioiis. It we find that in the inattei of commu- 
nal I epi csiMitat ion oi in H*gaid to any other mattei we haAe <.»one astia \ . 
imoiisistent witli the* mandate* oj j»ul>!n opnin»n. we* ".hall le'trate oiii 
sl(*ps and act upon tin* biehhng eef piibln opinion That n wfial 1 
elesire to sa> . I hope*, tbeiefore, that there will be a unanimous vote* 
on the lesolution whie h is before the House and which s*-eks to do n<' 
more* than ask a publn e*\pre.ssj(in of opitiion ui>on the* provisions of the* 
Hill, so that the Sele*e t (’ommitlee and this (’oum il ma\ have an oppot- 
f unitv of considering the Hill in the light of the*se opinions. 

The motion that the (’alcutta Municipal Hill, IffLM, be circulate'd 
for <‘liciting opiniem thereon was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

Thf roune il w;i.s tlien adjourned till 3 P.M. on Friday, the Ibid 
J)e< ember, IffJl. 
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Proceedings «of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of |he Government of India Act. 

The ("ouiicil met at 3 p.m. on Friday, the lind Deremlier, 1921, in 
thr t’ouiu il ('hamher in the Town Hall. ('uUiitta. 

Present: 

The Depot y-Prof^deTit in the Chair, the Hon'hle the four Memlx rs of 
thf Kxecutive (’oumil, the Hon’hle the three Ministers, and SI nomi- 
nated and elected ineniherH. 

^ Unstarred Questions 

(ahswers to which were laid on the table). 

Unemployment annmgst ** bhadralok ” class in Calcutta. 

136. Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: Will the Hon'hh the 
NfuiVhter in charge of*lhe l>t‘partTm‘nt of Agricultine and Industries 
l*c pl(‘ased to slate wh(‘thei the (to\en»nu‘nt are consideian^ tin* advis- 
ahilitv of in^litutin^^ iiKjUines as to tin* exteiit of utienijdoyment ]>re- 
^a]ent in (’alcutta ainon^^st tin* hhm!rahd‘ and othei ( lass(‘.s of the 
iHipulatioii and of takin^^ st4*|»s to initi^^ate the tlif!i<'u!ties (d unemploy- 
Jiient. h\ e^tahlislnn^ and fosteiin^'* or^'-anisations for finding stiitahle 
einployiiH'nt for different classes of the |M»pulation. or otherwise y 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon'ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): As le^^ards unem|>Ioyinent anion/^'^sl (he hfuidrfi/f/Ji cIuhn 
the member is referreil to the replv i^nen on the 21th Novemln'r. 1921, 

starved question No. XXXll asked \)V Ua\ lav\\\ Mohan Sin^j^h 
Uo> Bahadur. A*^ regards other (\a‘^*'e'>, iiom information a\uilal»ln 
legarding present labour conditions. (io\«*inmcnt arc (d opinion that no 
nnjuiries of the nature suggested are called for, nor i*' the (‘xisting 
dt*gre‘e of unemidoyment .such as to neres^itat** (iovernment a<tion on 
the lines projxised by the member. 

Honorary Magistratee. 

187. Maulvi AZAHARUODIN AHMED: Will th. Hon’t.lo tl.p 
Memher in chnrpt^ of the A|>|x»intineiit Dejxirtiiu'Ht lx* hIjiU' 

for the years 1918-20, year by year, — . 

(I) the number of Hc.norurv Ma^rislrutex, Muhnniin.iaans, hi^h 
class Hindus and Namasudrus, to lx- xhowi. se|Kinitcly, in 
ea<h of the suhdivi-ions in the Division of Da<fa; 
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(ii) the number of cases tried, and the amount of travelling allow* 
ance drawn by each of them P , 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMInT DEPARTMENT (the 

Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler): (i) and (U) Statements showing the inftir- 
niution available are laid on the table. 


Statement I shmoing the mimher of Tlonorary Magistrates in earh nf 
the mhdivisinns in the Dacca Division during the years 1918-JO 
referred to in the reply to unstarred question Ao. 137, 
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SCDDIVIRIO*. * 
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• * HIikIui olhei tli*n Naoivniiir«ii. 


Sta(rtii*'nt II showing the num}>er of cases trmt, and the t raid ling 
allowance drawn, hy each of the Honorary Magistrates in the salt* 
division of the Division of Dacca referred to in the rc}thj to anstarred 
quest \(>n So. 1S7, 


NaMIT i>F llOtOUAIlT 
MA<<IlrHAI K. 


I NmBKH or < A 1 W. TUIKO AMoI NT or THAIKM.JNO AlU^WAMrie 
I nr KAoii nt'uiwu— i>kawn my rAtii imuis** — 


SAHAH H« nm\ isioh 


lUbu Nhv«( 1 'a*p I'h. Hruftk 


Na«r»b]iid* K. U. AfiAl Kb»r) 


lUbu Ham Kumar Dm 

lUi Bahadur M. M ThakratiartLl 


Babu aaaaaka Mohan I3aa Uupia 


H. K. A. Sabrr 

Khan Baba<lnr B>r<l A. liuaaati 


8>wl A. r. Sbarluddlii 
BalM OiaDdra KanU Dam 


Baba Dharaak Nath Bfiak 
.. RamaNatbDa* 


K Abdal Karlin 
Bab« Barat Haaiil Datta 


Komar Daa 
K«bab Cb. Banrr^oe 


No travrltiii); allowarh 


Dird In March ISIA 


CVaactJ from Tlml No»**iril»rr 
I ItlH. 
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NaHB of IIOK<»KAHY 
MAOiSTItATK. 

NCMBIU of CASIM THIRD 
OT EACH HUKINO — 

Amount of thatkh.iko ALitOWAVf # 
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Maoihtratk. 
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AMOUET or TRAVELUWE Illowa!, 
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35 

189 


51 0 0 

B 111 0 0 

• 







Baeakoanj. i 







(8AI»AR Bl BniVWIOJt). 







i 

l!)<ltT:icnd«®t Brncb 

40 

93 

91 


114 0 0 

503 4 0 

tUi 1). B. !>«■ Qu|.U B»h»dur .. | 

... 

... 

17 




M. N. 8rn B«li*dur 

91 

18 





h*l<u K. P. Qaluk 

19 

19 

98 




II 0 0 

1 . B. It Roy XJboodhurj 

90 

99 

96 





H kill*! AMal Kader 

... 

... 

1 




.. HftfpA Choadhtiry 

... 

... 

90 


1 

...... 

l^bo J. M. OobA 

i *• 

97 

91 

906 9 0 

175 It 6 

! 

151 9 0 

f 

1 



1, 

( 

1 

) 


PiRoyrcR SfiDiTlinoii. 


i 


1 



IndvfWBdoat Boach » 

>0 

97 

M ! 

149 9 0 ^ 

90 1 0 

i 1 

974 8 0 

>UIB. M.Bpy B«h«4»r 

ri 

41 

tt 1 

16 0 0 

1 



HkbnlLK.MlUi 

if 

99 

9 

i 

1 19 0 

1 « 


.. A.r. Roy # 

^ I 

99 

79 


1 7 0 0 

1 

; IM • 0 

.. 11.0. Baa 

It 

... 

... 

It 19 0 







I 


fW ^ 

PATCAEKALI SCROimtOE. 




1 

• 



lada|Na4aal BwMlk 

n 

140 

lit 

Ijtt It 4 

ulOfy 0 

. 9399 9 4 

MaoKI F. ^ - 

to ^ 

M 

•9 

49 B 0 

1 IM 9 0 

• 941 4 • 

Bab«%.S.B0r - 

If 

41 


Im {To 

1 490 t f 

1 

iff ^ 


550 QUESTIONS. [ZtoDec. 


KAMBOr honorakt I 

1 VuilBBR or OAfB rmiSD 

BY EACH DOBINO— 

AMoumr or tbatsUsIvo ALkowAifci 

MIAWB BY iBCH •iflllBQ— 

HaQIKTRATB. I 



1 



V 


1 Iftld. 

1 1919. 

19*0. 1 

1919. 

1919. 

^ IMO. 




1 ! 

Kg. A. r. 

Rg. A. r. 

Rs. A. r. 

DHOLA S^BDirniOR. 

i 






BabD 8. 0. M»ikb«rjl 

! 

98 

197 

1 


— 

41 0 9 

lUalvl S. Ahnutd 

;l le 

9 

1 « 

99 

191 IS 0 

187 4 0 

„ ICd. linudl 

„ Kd. H»fw (Ihoudlmr) 


10 

1 


71 IS 0 

-- 


y.a.-Th« trifcUln* allowance drawn by Ui« Honorary MagUtrat« waa for bolding local eoqalrlaa In criinlti*l 
CMM M wall aa for ath^ndlng oourta. 


An Honorary Magistrate of Daooa. 

13S. Mauivi RAFI UDDIM AHMED: (o) Will the Hon’ble th* 
M('mber in charge of (he Appointment Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the District and Sessions Judge of Daaca, m 
his judgment in the apical in the case of the Dacca loan office, passed 
a stricture on one of the three retired Deputy Suirerintendcnts of roli(e, 
ond on an Honorary Magistrate of Dacca? 

(ft) Is it also a fact that the said Honorary Magistrate tried some 
cases which he hn.l not the power to try and that the cases had to Is' 
Jjansferred from his file? 

The Hon'bloSir HENRY WHEELER: (o) Yes. 

(ft) The cases whi<'h he had no |H)wer to try were made over to this 
gentleman while the Subdivisional Officer was on lour, but on the 
Honorary Magistrate’s representation, the Subdivisional Officer with- 
drew these cases from his file. 


Oaooa Law Cellaga. 

110. MauN YAKUINUDOIN AHMED: (a) Is the Bon’hU the 
Miniiter in charge of th* Department of Education aware that the 
Advisory Committee of the Dacca University has unammouely decided 
io take two pleaders and two barristers into the Law Ccdlege and that 
ffHf ol the barristers was Mr. S. C. Majumdar? 

(ft) la it a fact that the District and Sessions Judge of- Daooa was 
not oatiafied with the said selection and appobbnente into the Uw 
CiUege on the ground that sufficient tiwe was sot given to him 
to expreaa his opinion f » 
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« minis? iR in tliarga of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (pm 
Hon’blo Mi^ ?• Cb Mittofjs (a) It is not a fact that the Advisory Board 
of the University unanimonoly decided to recommend that two barristers 
should be appointed in the Department of I^aw of the Dacca University ; 
nor is it a fact that Mr. S. C. Majitmdar, Barrister-at-TiSW, was recom- 
mended by the Advisory Board by name. 

One of the members of the Advisory Committee su^fffested that, if 
jMwsible, two vakils and two barristers should be appointed to the part- 
time I/ecturerships jji Law. 

(6) The District and Sessions Judjfe of Dacca was asked -to express 
an opinion in reg'ard to the selection of the candidates from a short 
list subniifted to him. It is not a fact that he expressed dissatisfac- 
tion with the aj>pointmenta on the prround that sufficient time was not 
):iv(*n to him to express his opinion. 


Retired polio? officers as Honorary Magistrates. 

140. Mauivi YAKUINUODIN AHMED: (a) Will the Ilon’hle 
tilt' Member in charge of the Appointment Department Im‘ plsamvl to 
state whether it is a fact that three retired Deputy Superintendents of 
INdice are nSw Honorary Ma#fistrates at Dacca ? 

{h) Is there any special reason for appointiiifj^ so many retired 
jHilice officers as Honorary Magistrates in Dacca P 

(r) Is it a fact that the Hon ’hie High Court had passed stuictures 
a^Minst some of them when they were in |K)lice service ^ 

(fl) Is tlie Hon’ble the Member aware that in a recent criminal C 4 ise 
in Dacca, brought hy one* of these Honorary Magistrates, as complain- 
ant, the District and Session^ Judge of Dacca not only acquitted the 
accused but also recorded very serious remarks against the conduct of 
the Honorary Magistrate in question? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble the Memlwr l>e pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing, district by district, how many retired iwdice officers 
are working as Honorary Magistrates ? 

TIm llwi>l>totir HENRY WHEELER: (a) Ye«. * 

e>) No. 

(c) The High Court commented on the conduct of one of them 
while be was in police service. 

li) Yea. 

(a) A list of Honorary Magistrates who are retired Deputy BufMWtn- 
tendeiita and Inspectors of Police ia laid on the table. Uover&iSeat 
’ III 
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have DO information whether any retired police officers belpw this rauh 
are so employed. 


Liit of retired Police Officers workieig os Honorary Magieirales (district 
hy distrirt) referred to iie the reply to clause (e) of unstarred 
question No. 140. 

Pakarganj — Babu Keahab La! Banarji. 

Dacca — (1) Babu Chaadra Kanta Dam; (2) Babu Sh^at Shashi DaiU; and 
(3) Rai Man Mohan Chakra|>atti Jiahn^r. 

Malda— Babu Pyari I^al Neogi. 

Pabna— Bai Sahib Bama CharaniJhaumik. 


Tim^itables and work of the Daooa Umeersity. 

141. Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMEq: Will the Hon hie the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing the number of hours every day and week 
during y'hich each Professor or I^^cturer in tte Daccu llnivenity is 
required to t<‘ach, and the numlwr of students attending the lectures of 
such Professor or Lecturer? » 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER; Government are informed that the 
whole ([uesLon of time-tables and the work assigned to individual 
teachers, both lecturing and tutorial, and practical work, is under the 
consideration of the Academic rouncil of the University and that pend- 
ing the (UM’ision of that Ixxly it is not possible to supply the informa- 
tion asked for. 


Wild tnimtls ind pariah dogs. 

142. BMhi 8URENDRA NARAYAN SINHA: Will the Hon'ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to prejwire and lay on the table a statemeDt showings what 
actual steps were taken towards the destruction of wild knd poisonous 
animals and pariaji dogs by the municipalities in Bengal in the last 
10 years? 

MIHISTER in olivf. of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF* 
GOVERNMENT (tN Hon'bl. 8irCiii«nA>a Nath Banar|aa)t A statement 
compiled fmm the re[X)rts^of the municipalities throughout Bengal is 
laid on the talile. It is presumed that by the expression wild and 
poisonous animals the member means wi)4 ghimals and poisonous 
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Stat^^nt referred io in the reply to uneiarred question No. N$ 
* showing the etctual steps taken towards the destruction of ufiHi 
Oiiimals^ ^pohonous snakes and parksh^ days by the Municipahties 
in Betigal in the last fen years. 


i ToUl 

! DDinber of 
< vtM 
I aolniAlAt 
..... ' nobiODoafl 

Nome of muolcipoitaei. 

porlob 
doiNVIlkd 
i In ih« iMt 
j tiMi joam. 


ToUl #1- I 
peaditnre 
iiicumnd ^ 
for the 
dost ru«i Ion 
of wild 
aninub, 
peiwaout { 
•nik«» and 
pariah j 
do(r»t 
Id Ui« laat 
, tan jaara. 


A<na«l fhkrn by t)i« mnaiftpalitlM Id Bangal tor Um 
deatrurtioii of wild anlmaU, iM>laot»ou« onako* aod 
partaU dcHic* in tlialaat Uiii yeant. 


I 


Buniwan ... 1 

Knitia ... I j 


1 I I i 


I \U. A 

I 

I 


Kttw K 
Drtiiiiiat 
Kniii^aiij 
A«rtTli*0l 

Sun 


^ ... 


IJ 


•1,000 132 


Kowardn wore punl at tliffoieut ral^a varyiug 
2 aiinaM to B'*. f> oai'li annual <if*a- 
troytxl ill cniiHKleration of tlic’ rink and trouliji* 
uiKlerj'Mio* for tlie fHirpoae Sini\ dog*, wnro 
dfslro}o<l l*y iiiunicifial Oomoa. 


•UcpreaeiitH nuiidxT of pariali dui^w killod. 
No HtepH wero taken for llie doat ruction of 
wild and poiaonouxi uiiiniaU. 


lUnkura 

Viaiinupur 

Sonamukhi 


794 


120 

113 


All lli<*ae inunicipalitieH offer rrwnrd at diflhront 
ratpH to perHuiiH killing wild am mala, potHonoiit 
miakea and pariah d< g«. 


63 


MidfiAporo 
Tamluk 
Ohau! 
Cliai^rak ooa 


"1 

1,937 1 

471 

The ainonnti* afxeot rof»reHrnt th«* reward given 
for the de<iirurtion of the anuii»dH. No ri* 

} 

i 

30 

{M'liditnre wa» im iirred h) ll»e iiiuiiicipaUtjf 


j 


on IhiH account. 

... j 

446 ; 

68 


i 

23 . 

13 



Khirpoi ... ; 34 ^ 2-8 ^ 

Kharar .#• ' 3 , 0 10 


Ham^baopur 
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E 

Mmm of DaniclitoUttaR. , 

d 

1 

ToUl 
nmborof ; 

ftohMta. 

jOliOOOtH i 
MkHifttid 1 
porUh ; 
Og« klBed ; 

0 th« loot . 
ben yeftr%aj 

Total ex- 
peodltare 
ifMsarfia 
(or 

eetnnttoo 
of wild 
Mitmeb. 
poiaoQOue 
inekaMud 
poriab 
doa«« etc*, 
s tho iMt 
ten yean. 

a 

« 

Aotoftl etepe to^n by tfar maaidpottilet in Beogal for tU 
deiiractloa of wlld-MilBals. poieODOoe nolM Md 
poriiUi doge in ibe hut ten yeon. 

1 

S i 

1 

t 

4 



! 

Ra. 1 


HooRhly* 

ChinRurah. ! 

... 

207 

All thena municipalities except BliadreH\^ar 
engaged Domes and othern for destruction of 
such antiiiaU and paid rewards. In tli*- 

8«raiiipore ••• 

1 

... 

134 

Bhadreswar Municipality stray dogs were 
deHtroyed wdlh Htr}ch#ine tlurmg the U^l 

UiHliri-KoiiiiHgore ' 

... 

8 

two years, but no steps were taken for ilu 
destruction of wild anmials and poisonou- 

I 

Uttarpara ••• 

... 

14 

snakes wbiclh are very rare in tlie munni 
palily 

Baidyabati ••• ! 

... 

G 


Bhadrca^tr 

... 



Cliainpdani 

... 

2 


Kotruiig 

... 

2 

1 

BanBl)«ria 


4 

i 

Arainbagh ... j 

1 

1 

33 

i 

! 

1 

Howrah 

9,964 

i 


i 

; Stray dogs were ordinarily killed by means of 
. clubs. The staff of Domes who were engagetl 
for the purpose got remuneration at the rah 
of 4 annas for a dug killed. 

Bally 

1 ... 

131 

i 

, Domes wert* engaged to destroy pariah or Btra\ 

' ilogt found III public roads on payment <*< 

' 4 annas per animal Hewards were also givei 

to pt^rsoiK who killed jHiisofioiis snakes ai 

! the rates of 4 annas and B annas each. 

• CoaulporeChitpur 

Maniktola 

Barauagar 

Kainarliaii **. 

Sottlli Suburban..* 

1 

► 

1. 

i 

j 

i 

1 There waa no systematic arrangement in an} 

) municipality for this purpose and no Ihocoun 
^ uas kept. Must of the municipalities niadi 

1 acuall provisions for rewards for the destrue 
; tion of wild animals and snakes hot the amoan 
! actually spent was small. 

Tollygunga 

f 

. 
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• 

K abm of amoWpatltJoa • 
f 

Total 
aambor of 
wild 
'mtiinnla. 
poirODoui 
ankiOB and 
Nurlnhdogn 
ktllad in 
the loot 
ton jonrt. 

Totol 

•apoaditare 
tacorrod 
far tho 
daAroetton 
of wild 
i^tnole. 
pAooout 
•aakoB nad 
porUb 
do^. etc., 
in the tost 
tMi yoon. 

1 

s 

I 1 







^8. 

Ra. ^ 

Oarden^B®®t;h ••• | 

Rajpore 

Rarnipur 

1 


Jainagar ••• i 

Scuvh Durn- Dum j 
N(»rth Dum-DuBi 

• 

j 


Khardah 
lUrrackporo • 


ActUftl •toptUkeii by Uir inunic>lp»litlf« in Hrogal for to* 
dMtruetion of wild ooini)*, poUoDout NialcM and 
fMftriali doffi In the laat 10 ynaia* 



Pnnihati ••• 

Tita^arlj 

North Barrackpore 

Gariilia 

Baraaat 

Naihaii 

Haiialiahar 

Kanchrapara 

BUatpara 

Oobardanfi^a 


Th« r« waa no a\ Mloinatic arrangCMiiiMit in any 
rounicipalitv for thin purport© at»il no airount 
! wart kept. * Mortt of the inuuicipaliti«« mode 
j uma’I provirtiona for rewania for tlio ih atriic- 
' lion of wild animalrt andrtnakea hut the amount 
I acluall) apent wa» ainall. 


i 


Baairliat 


R aduria 
Taki 

Bud|;e-Bodge ... - 


I 

1 

t 
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Vftnw of BUinUsipoUtiM* 

Tout 
ounbtr of 
wUd 
ontniAh 
* poiaooooB 
•ookM tod 
parlfth doffi 
killed la 
tbelMt 
tm yean. 

1 

Tout 

ezpeoditore 
iaeorrod 
fortbe 
deeiniofefoo 
of wOd 
eoimale. 
poleoaout 
coekM end 
perUh 
d(^. etc 1 
io the leet 
tea yean. 

0 • 

aoitui ^tepe Uioa by the mQQiei{»alitl«ii In Beofat fir the 
deetroction of wild aaimala. poiacoooa makealnd 
pariah dofi la the Uit tea yean. 

1 

1 

t 

1 


" 1 

Ka. 

Ra. 


Krisbnigar 

909 

117 

Rewards varying from 4 annas to 6 annas are 
in force iji alincat all the iiuniieipalitiea ixit 
no actual atepa wdre takesuby some of thetn 
during the last ten y4ars. 

Santipuf 

... 

... 


[Unagbat 

12 

a 


Nahadwip .»• 

... 

... 


Kuahtia 

76 

13 


Kainarhati 

... 

... 


Meliorpur 

... 

... 


Dirnagar ... 

... 

... 


Cbakdaha 

... 

... 


Berhaiiiporf 

... 

191 

Figures for Berharajwe are for 1911-12 to 
1912-13. Nothing is stated alH)nt the actual 
steps taken. 

Muraliidabad 

... 

60 


Jangipur ... 

... j 

40 


Dhulinii 

... 

3 


Azinigaiij 

... 

... 

Such animals were killed by private peraoni as 
tteil aa municipal Domes. 

KamU 

• 


Pariah dogs weie killed b)* municipal Domes. 
Nothing was required tO be spent for the 
destruction of wild animals and poisonous 
snakes though there was provision in the 
budget. 

JeMore 


109 1 

All these nianicfiuliUMi gave rewards to persons 
killing wild animals, poisonous snakes and 
pariah dogs. 4 , ^ 

Kotechandpur ... 

... 

5$ 

♦ 

Mobaahpur 

— m — fc,.,.. , 

« . 

St 
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Sanx* of 


Totkl 
nombor of 
yUd* 

, aiil&iiiltt 
! polaooou* 
tnokM and 


Total 

•xpcoditor* 
l^rrod 
»r tiHi 
dottrootioQ 
of 

oninob. 

7 w"~ i poUwoou* 

IntboUH i 

; lufhoiS* 


Artaal atofM Ukoo bjr Um mQoicipoHtlMi (u for Um 

doKtriictioo of wild aninwiki poiaonaitt tuakwi »nd 
porl.ib dt^ in Um iMt 14*0 jronrm. 


1 


Klailna 
Satkliira 
iVliliatta 
I luioa 


i 

I m 

1 


MH» i ••• 



... 4,041 


Re. 

”^5 


Rewarde are offered for the ^eetruetlon of thiwe 
ariiinaU. 


i 

I Stray and rabid dojri were Wiled every year 
Uiree or four timea a^ter due notilicahon to 
j the public and a rcintineratiun of 2 Aiinifa or 
1 Afuitt wax }>aid for eacii do^^ kiJIcMi uccordiiig 
I to its Htze. A reiijuurratioii of 4 aurmM waa 
givern to every pmuto ikmaou «*n preHentalioii 
! of a iMMBoiioiiH snake. Xo tlguroNefor anakea 
[ available. 


Saruinganj 


2,130 


175 Stray and rabid (logs \»ere kdloti by inunieipnl 
l\>iiieH who were paid 1 nnna }x'r CMich animal 
<ieatroyed, A reward of 4 iinnaH was given 
for the destruction of each pofaenutiK auake. 


M vmcnsingli 

Muktagacna 

Jamnipur 

Stjcrpur 

Kixhoreganj 

Baj'tpiir 

Nelrokoiia 

Tangail 

Faridpur 

Mad art pur 


1 

; i 

* ! Heprofient total figures for tlie whole diatrict. 

Ib'tnes Were appointed by two luunicipalitica 
^ 860 3 2 killing pariah dog’s and rewards were 

given to |NTsoiii* who killed wild atniiiala and 
I poisuiioun snakes. 



i 


70 ! Rewards were offered for the destruction of wild 
1 atiiinala. A l*orf»o was critertatric*d for the 
I ileat ruction of pariah dogs 


*1 .*”■ 


I Several poiaonotia anakea weri killed and 
rewards werg {aiid for them. A Dome was 
cnieriained all along fur t)»e deal rucUon of 
pariah doga. 
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• 


% 

Kim« of nankipatttlM. 

ToUi 
imnbtr of 
wild 

auIomU. 

poteoDooa 

•oftlui sod 
pari«h 

io^kiiiod 

In the bot 
ton ycftiki 

Total OX* 
penditaro 
iooamd 
forth* 
dMtroeiion 
of wild 
oniiaali. 
poloouotM 
•oakfliniid 
p*ri*b 
dojri. etc., 
in tb* k«t 
ton yawn. 

r 

Aotnal H 0 f» tokon by th* monkiiMSltito in Boagal for tlie 
dootmottoa of wild aafoMlo. pofooooo* «Mke« and 
p[^dogiiBUi«l«ttoajaao.. ; . 

1 

S 

t 

4 






Ha. 

Ra. 


BariHal • ... 

[ 

293 

60 

Domes were given reward for killing 
dogs. The expenditure on this account 
not available. Three rabid doga were kill 
ou special orders. • ^ • 

Nalciiiti 

... 

36 

Reward for destruction of Venomous snakes w 
given. • 

Jhalakati ••• 

... 

46 

No report has been furnished about actu.il stc 
taken. • 

Parojpur i 

, ! 

... 

22 

Reward for destruction of wild animals a 
given. • 

1 . • • 

Fatuakliali 

! 

i 

... 

... 

' Stray dugs were killed by hired loen and rewai 
! were given to peraons forjiiiiing veiiutno 
tntkea. 

BiiuU ... I 

.... 

... 

1 The iDUuicipality was created since NoveniU 
! 1920. 

Chittagong 


1 ... 

1 

' Pariah dogs wore destroyed by the sdminist 

1 tioD of poison except during the last t 

1 years whan Domes were not Available for tl 
purpose. Rewards w^ere given for thedtmtn 
lion of poisonous snakca. There are no w 
animals within the municipality. 

Coi a Baiar 

Coiuilla 

Brahman Uria ... 

Chaniipnr 


... 

i Sweepers were employed to destroy pariah d( 
either by lathios or by pviisoii. There was 

I necessity to take steps for the destruction 
’ wild animals and poisonous anakea. 

; Poisonous snakes and pariah dogs were kil 
in all these mnnicipalities but no statistics 
i available. 

Noakhali 

^ 337 

: u2 

i 

Rewards of 4 annas to 8 annas were given 
persona killing poisonous snakes and 8 am 
to Re. 1 for deotruotioo of a pariah dog. 

Raiiipur Boalta ... 

Nalor 

... 

364 

♦ 

i 

i 

A reward at 4 ionat and 2 annaa was psud 
' the deetractlon of every poisonous aoake 
cording to sine. A rewa^ of 4 annas i 
paid for eaoh pariah dog killed. 

1 

* ^ 
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• 

• 

% 

• 

N*n»*' ol oioulolpfctttl*** 

. 

Total 
aanbor of 
wild 

animah, 
poiaooou* 
■oakMaiid 
pariah 
doga killed 
iaOha laat 
too jaara. 

Total «k* 
paudttara 
lacorrad 
for the 
deatr>ietlOQ 
of ariwi 
aoHIhili, 
polaoaooa 
■oakea and 
pariah 
dogi. eto.. 
In the laat 
tea jreara. 

Actual atepa Ukea by the mualctpaStka la Beagal fi r ilw 
deatnictioD of wild aainala. polauiiooa aaakiM and 
pariah doge la the laat tea jraara. 

1 

t 

. 

4 

' 

-a 

Rs. 


Dinajpur 

512 

345 

, 

Rewartld wer® paid for tlie doatruction of 
patiah doga and voiioiiioua snakoa. 

• 

Jalpaiguri 

• 

1,275 

Two IViinoM nrt* inaintainoii ■))<>rinaiiently for the 
dcHtriiction of pariah duga siiiiv the ;^ear I9l9. 

iUligpur 

! 

. ••• 

Budget proviatona wore regularly made for 
rewarde to Iho general public for the dealruc* 
tioii of wild Hiiiiiiala and Hiiakee but none 
claitiied it. I*uriaii doga urre dealroyiHl 
every year l)y iidininiNiering Htrychnine. 
I>uring i 919-20 Htrychnine wni nfll available 
and doga were killed Ity inoana of cItibK 
Metliera were olTored 4 annas for each dog. 
Tlie amount s{M)nt dunng that )ear wui about 
Hm 60. Attempts were matie to kill jackala 
that irifont the town but wilhout mucli 


1 


success 

... 


1 

! 

Pariah or stray dogs are desfroyetJ with stryeh* 

1 nine poison almost evory y«'ar hy the 
Sanitary Hepartiin nt of the inuirndpaiity. In 
cases «>f vcnnmous snakes rewords were 
granted at the rate of 4 annas for each soak# 
killed and produced. 

Biterpur 

108 

46 ‘ 

1 

Rewarde are paid for destruction of wild 
animals and poisonous snakes No lufurma* 
lion given ir<*garding pariah dogt 

Palmt 

... 

! i 

I . 

NtMte|>t taken except granting 2 aunaa for eiMsh 
head of cobra. 

Serijgtnj 

459 

88 1 

No report iiaa been furmsbed aiiout actual step# 
taken. 

Kttg]i«h Basar ... 

i 1 

; 1 

346 i 

i 

i 

1 

! 

Rewards arc granted for the deslrnctioti of 
venomous auakee, jackals and pariah d^gs at 
4, 8, and 3 annaa respectively. Whan dogt 
become dgngerout Dorntt are engaged for 
ifadv dastroctiofi. • 
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1 

N«ni« of m iiiicipAlltUfi, 

Total 
nnmbcr ef 
wild 
aoloiah, 
polwootM 
■uftkoi and 
parUh doga 
killed In 
the iMt 
ten jeaia. 

Total 

ezpeoditore 
inenrred 
for the 
dectru<‘tion 
of wild 
aiiimaki. 
poitonovM 
Moakaa .nd 
pariah 
doge, etc., 
In the laai 
ten jean. 

a 

• 

AetniletepntaCn bj the matiielpaUUesJo Bengal for th. 
(IntruotioD of wild aninOa potaNtoiM kaakoe and 
pariah dogi In the last ten jplMa. 

1 

1 

• 

4 

)1(1 Maids * ... 


Ih 

214 \ 

Hcwards are granted for the deatrnctiou of wild 

*Jawal)gsnj 

... 

70 j 

aniinals, snakes and pariah dogs at varioiiM 
ratoa. 

)arjoi‘liiig 

... 

1,366 

During the last ten years thAe poisonous snakts 

1 

Kiimeoiig, ... 1 

1 

2,n« 

i 

! 

i 

1 

were killed and an amount of 12 annas wai 
paid as reward. Stray, ownerlets and siispici 
ou( dogs were snot hy a man specially ein 
ployed for tho^purpose. He whs formerly paid 
2 aunas per dog, hut the reward has recenll\ 
been raised to 4 annaa 
• 

SiiH ‘0 I9l4 a coiihiderahic number of str/fy d<'gK 

CsK'iitts 

23,729 

! wen* aljot ; before that year they were de»- 
1 troyed hy adminiatration of »^rychnit.e. 

... iuiu's figiirea for wild animals (alligator-, aharkn, 

1 

1 

1 

• 

1 

snakes and a leopard) anil ptnali do-s killed. 
The figures for pariah dogs l»efore the year 
1917 are not available. 



RMolutions 


(under the rules for the ditoussion of matters ef general public interest). 
Damodar Canal Project 

Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: ‘This Council recom- 
mends to th© Government that preference be given to the Damodar 
Canal project recently sanctioned by the Secretary of State, over other 
similar W’hemes in hand.” 

At the very outset. I l>eg to draw the attention of the House to the 
fact that this (|uestion is a very old one. It appeared in various forms 
biilore the Council several times. The Government also accorded a 
cordial r©<»eption» but the pledge still remains to be fulfilled. Millions 
of people nr© still subject tt^suffering and starvation. As representative 
of the Burdwan division. I am |jpr duty bound to draw the attention of 
the House to this fact and request it to see it with a sympathetic eye as a 
mutter of gwwral interest. Burdwan, Sir, was once a flouiishiiig district, 
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% popular kaalth resort of West Bengal. The history and traditions of^ 
West Benifal /centre round Burdwan. According to the provisional 
census report of 1921, the r|cord of deaths exceed that of births. The 
chief caus«,J§ no doubt the malignant Burdwan fever, which is making 
havoc among the people and to assist it in the act of destruction, cholera, 
dysentery, diarrhoea and various other forms of bowel complaints appear 
during the flood season, when the scarcity of drinking water is felt in 
most of the villages. Bnagine, Sir, an area of about 895 square miles of 
which 185 square miles belonging to the district of Burdwan, 420 square 
miles to the district^ Hooghly and abtmt 290 square miles to the district 
of Howrah, is subject to what endless sufferings, even if I do nqt mention 
the pecuniary losses sustained which calculating at the rate of Its. 20 per 
bigha, amounts to over Its. 300 lakhs a year, besides the heavy losses of 
cattle, houses, tanks and fisheries. That is why I am drawing the atten- 
tion of the Council to this fact only to reining the House that it is not a 
question for a parficular district but it is a serious matter for the inhabit- 
ants of the districts of Hooghly, Burdwan, and Howrah. The river 
Damodar is the natural diflinage of these districts. I admit the (|ucsti(»n 
of its annual flocxl. is also an old one ; fields on both sides of the river were 
profusely flushed, yet the people reaped bumper crops from these inun- 
diite(f fields, malaria and scarcity were unknown, peace and happiness 
reigned ever^'where. With the embankments came all the w(h*s and 
sufferings and privations. The.^e embankments were erected by the 
Government to protect the railw^ay lines of the Hast Indian (’ornpany. 
The result was, the raising up of the rner-bed by the dejKmitioTi of silt and 
consequent rush of water over the embankimuit on the left side to which 
direction the natural water level lay. Therefore, the (lovernment, to 
protect the East Indian Railway lines, whicdi lie on the east sitle of the 
river^ decided to remove the embankment on the west side. In 1858, 
twenty miles of the embankment on the west side were removed. After 
the high floods of 1890, it was further decided that all the embankmeiitA 
on the west bank alxjve Begua should be removed. I'he const rin iion of 
the embankment 4ed to the obstruction of natural flushing and drainage 
whidh turned the water courses and pcKds into hot beds of malaria. These 
are the fftcis which I waid to place before the House ft)r contemplation. 
This proposal is a long standing one. It was os late as in the year 1856, 
the Hon'ble Rai Ramprosad II 03 ' Bahadur and Bahn Jf»y Krishna 
Mukherjee of Ftterpara approached the (n)vernment^ and submitted the 
jmevanoes. In the year 1907, the Hon'ble Babu Bhuynuidra Nath Bose 
drew the attention of the Government on the subject. Alniut this lime, 

I also approached the then Tiieutenant-Governor Sir Andrew Fraser to 
pay a visit to the upper part of the Begua. He expressed great sympathy 
after his i^rsonal inspection. In 1908 , fl question was put by the 
Hon’ble Sir Devaprosad Sarbhadhicanr4n the Bengal Tjegislative Council. 
He was accorded an authoritative af>provaI. After the disastrous flood 
of 1913, the Hon'ble Maulvi Muxabar Anwar Chaudhuri moved a siifltlar 
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•^resolution in the Bengal LegislatiTe Council in 1914. He was «upport«4 
by the Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadar of Burdwan.* The Hon'hle 
Mr. Finnimore gave an assurance that theJSovernment was waiting for 
the investigations of Mr. AddamR-Williams. In June of tlie same year, 
Mr. Addams-Williams presented his report. In 1914, when Lord Car- 
michael visited Chinsura, the District Board of Hooghly in their address 
drew the attention of His Excellency to the Damodar question. His 
Excellency in reply said that the scheme submitted by Mr. Addams. 
Williams had been adopted by the Government. In the budget of the 
year 1915-10, a sum of lls. 85 .(KK) was provided to ii#et the cost of select- 
ing the skes. In the Onancial statement of 1917, the Government allot- 
ted a sum of Rs. 2J lakhs to mitigate the effects of the flood of the rivers 
Damodar and Ajoy. In the year 1917, a question was put in the Bengal 
Legislative Council by the Hon’ble Rai Mahendia Chandra Mitra Baha- 
dur. It was said in reply that a sum of Rs. 28,441 hnd^lready been spent 
and effective steps were being taken. Later in the year 1918, His 
Excellency Lord Ronaldshay with the Hon ’hie the Maharajadhiraja 
Bahadur of Burdwan paid a visit to the upper part of the Begua and held 
personal inspection of the fl(»oded area. Now, Sir, it is clear that we have 
already a scheme of remedial measure and tliis itMieme has not only been 
accepted by the Government but a large sum of money has also been 
expended. I want the House to think over the matter tc^give effect to 
this scheme, long settled, and put an end to the unbearable suffering of 
the poor. 1 hope I shall find sympathetic hearing from the Reformed 
Counc'il. The accredited representatives of the peoj>le will at once ac- 
cept the proposal and will give effect to the scheme long promised by the 
Government hut not fulfilled. THie Se(‘returv of State has very kindl\ 
sanctioned the capital expenditure. Let a part of the sum be provided 
for in the next budget, so that the scheme can be undertaken in jtight 
earnest. I am specially ho|)eful as His K\{*cllencv assured us the other 
day that the finaticial position of Bengal though had is not disappointing 
at all. This llousc expre.s.sed its o]>inions more thm once that great 
attention should 1 h‘ |M\id to the (|ut*stion of sanitnfli^ and agriculture 
In view of all these facts 1 urge the House to reque.st the Government 
to give effect to the Dum(Miar (^mal Scheme, only to- fulfil a long 
.deferred promise and thus to bring i-elief to the suffering multitude. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Bibu Surendra Natli Ray): I believe 
Raja Maniloll Singh Roy, who has got a similar resolution will support 
the present motion by Rai Lalit Mohan Singh Roy Bahadur and his own 
resolution (No. 53) will then be considered as withdrawn. 

The following resolution was then, by leave of the Council, with- 
drawn:— • ^ 

‘‘Vhis Council mmmmends to the Govetnment that the work in con- 
nection with the Damodar canal project be taken up without delay and in 
pifferepce to any other big scheme.*' 
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• Rijs liAIIILOLL SINGH ROY S At the outset, I beg to say that I aniiP* 
lioi at all jeidoHs of the Grand Trunk Canal or any other project. The 
(rrund Trunk Canal projt^ct ib not yet ripe for taking up. The project, 
which at one time was thought would cost Rs. 3 crores, is now sure to 
require a good deal more and naturally require! much thinking and time. 
The Damodar Canal project is a GO-year old on€% and I submit, when we 
have got the sanction of the Secretary of State at last, it may he taken 
up without any further delay. It will not cost more than Rs. 75 lakhs. 
The Damodar Canal^ill serve more than one puriwse, viz. 

(7) It will serve as a feeder to the Eden Canal wrhich jiasses through 
the districts of Burdw’an, Hmighly and Howrah. 

(2) It will irrigate more than 2 lakhs of bighas of }>addy lands and 
thereby improve the production of the division and the benefit will be 
available to all tn the province. 

(3) Innumera\)le water courses and rivers in the districts of Burd- 
wan, Hooghly and Howrah which are dead now will l>e nquvenated. 

(4) The vexed question of water-supply of the tracts of the districts 
through which the Canal will pass and in which the dead rivers— to name 
a few only amongst many — Saraswatf, Hehula, llaina, Kana-Damodar, 
Kunanadi, Gangur, lie, will be .solved to a great extent. The district of 
Burdwan is known to be one of the chief rice-produc ing districts in the 
province, but it suffers very freciucntly from want of sufticicnt timely 
rain, and the result consequently is frequent scarcity. 

(J) The extremely unhealthy condition of the greater part of the 
districts of Hooghly, Howrah and Burdwan is mainly due to th<‘ present 
conditions of tlie natural water courses therein and by the <’anal ])roject 
at issue, the health of the districts named is sure to be betteretl. Form- 
erly, when these rivers used to be fed by the uninterrupted flow' of tlie 
Damodar flood water, malaria w’as unknown in those localities and the 
lands were very fertile from the silt-laden w'ater of the Dammlur. I 
blame no one buti^WT own lot for our pre.sent deplorable condition. But 
many are of opinion that if the Daramlar embankments hud not been con- 
structed so hastily to save the railways the expense of running their lines 
on pilkrs or culverts in the then flomled area, there would have Imen no 
malaria or “Burdwan fever” in West Bengal. His Fxcellenc*y T/ord 
Ronaldshay, after taking over charge of Bengal, promised to tackle (he 
question of malaria and flood devastation in Burdw'arf and the neighbour- 
hood. The two grieyances touched His Excellency’s heart. This canal 
shall, to a great extent, mitigate the evils of malaria and amend the 
wrong done before to a great extent. And I pray for the mitigation of 
the eviU at your hand; now it rests with the Coum il to free the districts 
from malaria and to restoH^hem to their former condition. Here is a 
caet for “bonifiooxione” for you to take up which made the deadly plains 
of Italy healthy. By throwing one stone you can kill two birds, nay 
inor%tlian two. 
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^ To summarise : it will make the dead rivers flow thereby supplyinn 
Irinking^-water to the people by their side, allowing people to fill their 
lanks with good water even at some distanc^ from these rivers, allowing 
the people to- irrigate their lands and freeing the breeding grounds for 
mosquitoes, the root cause of the greatest scourge of the land — ^malaria, 
[n addition, you will in a degree mitigate the ravages of the floods on the 
•ight side of thfe Daraodar in the districts of Midnapore, Howrah, Hooghly 
ind Jlurdwan. I am a humble worker and not a debator or I could have 
ried to picture to you the real hopeless condition of the tract. I would 
most earnestly reciuest you to come to the country aQ#l see for yourself its 
condition and be convinced of what I say. 

The project will cost you about Its. 75 lakhs ; this sounds a big sum in 
the present financial condition of the province, but I think the full amount 
will not be retpiired at once. If you are pleased to Han(^ion the taking 
up of the scheme, it will take some years to < ()inplete^it and the money 
may be voted acTordingly as years roll on. I dt) not fully understand 
what is meant exactly by productive project. 1 do not think that we 
have come here to make a trade in an alien country. Here the peopde an* 
suffering and a fine country is being depopulated and would that not 
l)e taken into consideration at all Hut, according to the words yf Sir 
Thomas Ward^ Kt., c.i.k., InsjHM'tor-Cleneral of Irrigation, he has him- 
self admitted that the anticijMited return is 5*9 per cent, yn the capital 
ex|)enditure, and if the amount annually sjMUit for the Eden Canal is 
added to it, the return will Im* high<*r. It is a project the return from 
which will not dejH'nd on the vagaries of the trade conditions, but a 
serene one. Year after year the |H*oph' — T say the tillers of the soil — 
ai'e suffering without a murmur and now, after 60 years of promise, they 
are told the project has been sanctioned and it now rests with the 
Council to decide their fate by Uiking it up and 1 pray to them with all 
the earnestne.ss at my command to save them by giving them drinking- 
watcM', save them by giving water to irrigate their lands and giving 
sustenanc'e Indter to witlistand the ravages of malaria. 

Bifliu 8ARAT CHANDRA MUKHOPADHAYA: In these days of 
financial stringency when (lovernment find it hard to make two ends 
meet, and our Mini.sters are l>euting about the bush to provide themselves 
with the wherewithal to give practical effw't to the nation-building 
scheme pf reform, jt would have been the height of unwisdom to make 
anything lik«f a stupendous demand upon the public exchequer, were it 
not the fact that the n\solution first moved by Rai Lalit Mohan Singh 
Roy Bahadur himself — if “I mistake not a life-long sufferer from the 
calamitous effect of the Datnodar floods — related to a W'heme which, 
after pearly a quarter of a cViituiy of agricultural disa.ster8 and unmiti- 
gated sufferings that followml in their wake, has at last been formulated 
and has Wn awaiting accoinplisbment, after receiving the aanction of 
thaltight Hon'bie the Secretary of State. For the kistoiy of ike 
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Damodar floods we aee^ not go further back than the year 1856, when, to 
%ve the Balt Indian Railway, then but recently constructed, the Graiijl* 
Trunk Road, tnd the jtown of Burdwan itself, the first few of the 20 miles 
of the Western embankmeifts of the Damodar, were removed to reduce 
the strain on the eastern embankments, the floods having, up to that 
jieriod divided their rather destructive attentions between the embank- 
ments on both sides. Year after year, so many as eight hundred villages 
situated on the western bank of this treacherous river, have been laid 
waste not only have standing crops, sugar-cane, paddy and jute l>een 
destroyed, but huts have been swept away and their occupants have been 
thrown upon the fatnerhood of God. 

Personally, I am not materially affected by floods and their physio- 
jrraphy, but my bitter experience of their deleterious effects in the 
Tumluk subdivision only recently, can conjure up a horrid picture of the 
sufferings, destftution and death that must result from a maelstrom^ of a 
far intenser form. And when we take into account the grim (pet that 
floods are an annual institution in that God-forsaken area dominated by 
the Damodar, I confess m% inability to form an idea of ^bat such a woe- 
ful state of things means. That such a state of things should continue, 
in this age of advanced engineering science, is an enigma that admits 
of but one explanation, viz.^ that the Permanent Settlement haff divested 
our rulers of the sense of responsibilities so far as the poor peasantry and 
their hapless*landlords are concerned. The disastrous havoc played by 
the Damodar and the many fruitless efforts made on varif>us occasions 
ever since the beginning of the present century to draw the attention of 
(fovefinment to the dire necessity, if not of completely controlling the 
flwds, at least of affording pa rtjaiU relief by means of a system of weirs or 
reservoirs, are matters of history; and it would be impossible for me, 
that page of contemporaneous history l>efore my very eyes, to resist tho 
temptation of laying at the door of Government the charge of indiffer- 
ence. True it is^ all the engineering projects made and schemes formu- 
lated at different times had to be given the go-V)y and relegated to the 
waste-paper basket on ground of prohibitive cost; but, Sir, there are 
<s‘(*asions of dire peril, "^rases rtf unimaginable human Kuffering when the 
counting of cost amounts tp shirking of moral responsibility — the Ignor- 
ing of the relations between the rulers and the ruled. If, therefore, the 
tragic drama that is enacted every year almost within sight of the inetro- 
imlis of this premier province fails to evoke the sympji^thy of Government 
to the extent of giving immediate practical effect to the eanal project 
which promises to partially mitigate the sufferings of a portion of the 
population affected by the floods, 1 shall havl^the consolaticm of thinking 
that the poor snfferers are doomed. 

e 

With these few words, I whole-heartedly support the resoluthm so 
opportunely and so sympathetically moved by gur colleague, Rai liolit 
Mohan Singh Boy Bahadur. m 

BE 
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MEMBER in ohftrgt Mf DEPARTMENT 0 REVENUE [LAND 
"REVENUE] (tlM Hofi’bl6 IN Mihartjidhiriji Bahadur af Burdwan)? 

The resolution which Rai liulit Mohan Singh Boy BahaSur has moved 
and which has been supported by Baja Maffiioll Singh Boy, who had a 
similar w‘«olution, deals with a matter in which I am as much and us 
vitally interested a^ others in the Burdwan district, and I may say at 
once that the obje<Jt of the resolution has*naturally my sinnerest syni- 
pathy. I shall explaift why it is not possible for me to accept the reso- 
lution as it has been worded. In the first place, l)efore I proceed to 
mention my ri'asoiis, 1 think I should say to this Hijise that there can l>e 
no question as to the importance of this canal project, nor can there hf 
any argument against " it being pressed to the attention of this House. 
The llai Bahadur has given the history of the project and in that con. 
nectioii he has mentioned the different activities of the Govenmient and 
high Government official*. Baja Maniloll Singh Boyf in supporting 
that rewdution, has gone a step further and has brought in the qut‘M- 
tion as to the effect of the milway and railiray embankments on the tructN 
that lie between the Pammlar and the East Indian Bailway. The last 
speaker has rather taalren a more pessimistic view of the whole situation 
and has gone to length (»f calling most oLthe tracts lying on the 
east side# of the river a God-forsaken coiintry. I am afmid that this is 
rather putting it too strong, but I have no quarrel with him on this point, 
bei^ftuse there is no doubt, that the devastations that take^lace by imin- 
dations c*aused by the overflow of the Damodar are certainly very terrible 
The mason why T cannot accept this resolution at the present juncture 
is this. Although the Damodar CftRal piroje^ has received the sanction 
of the Secretary of Stale for India. weliBVc not yet Wen able to label it 
as a pn»d»ictive work. At present it stands on the margin betw^n 
wl|at we^may say a produefiv'# and a non-productive scheme. The reason 
ior that is thfs. To l^bel it aa a productive work, our experts tell us that 
the water-nites ha«r0 io W raised and fhi* cannot be done until district 
officers, and through them the general public, have been consulted. 
Therefore it would W wi.se for the mover not to press the resolution but 
to wait until Government completes its investigations. Another reason 
why Government cannot accept the resoluUon %s that owing to the 
wording of it, it would give to this pmjVt a priority over other projects of 
equal importartce, and this, \ do not think, would he fair. In (he first 
place, there can be no doubt and there can be no argument as to the 
Damodar Ganal projetH being very impe^rtant, on the other hand, it is not 
only the Grand Trunk Canal project to which reference has been made 
e#i passant by Baja Maniloll Singh Boy that it is of paramouni impoH- 
ance, but we hdve, in our list of projects, many such important projects 
jmd it will not be fair to tIRs House to accept this resolution which will 
them to give preference to this project before it is really ready for 
execution and delay other works, For thi* r«W)ii also, it is not noi^Ue 
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in© to accept this resolution. I may also say that I i^We this assur-*« 
.^nce to the nu^ver and his supp<irter.s that artion v ill h© taken in the 
manner I have indicated, n^^iely, we shall consult the district f»fficera 
ami throup-h them the f^eo^ral public as to whether the public at lurjre, 
in view of the great Ix^nefit that is likely to a<‘<*nie from the completion 
of this project, "^ould be agreeable to the raising of water-rates. Afti'r 
that 1 propose to consult my Standing (^nninittee again whom 1 consulted 
m lids very connection, namely, in conne<‘tion with this resolution and 
they agreed with me in the view that unless and tintil we were assured 
that the jK'ople of th#ltM‘ality or the tiact (»f the country com t'rned were 
a^'’ieeable to the water-rates lK‘ing raise<l, it would be unwise tit put this 
pn»jpct tin the forefront, betause we (‘ould not possibly label it as a 
pioductive scheme at present. 

For these reitsons, I would ask the Uai llahadiir not to press ^for 
his residution. A# soon as invest igat ions are complete, T shall ponsiilt 
iii\ Standing ('ommittee again and, whatever they ail vise. T shall go 
iipdii it. He may later on ttnd out from me or from the J>»|Kirtm(*nt as to 
what has lieen the result and we shall 1 h‘ in a posHidn to t(dl the puhli«* 
liow the matter stands. , For these n'li^ons, I think ii' would h(‘ lM‘lter 
ami prft|M‘r to wait ami thejefore I w’ould ask the mover to wtthdraw 
the lesolution. 


Babu RIBHINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: It has heen admiUod hy the 
lldii'hle Memlx'r in charge that this is a very important project that has 
l*een suggestf*d, hnt the ouiy diik'ulty that lies before tin* ad<»ption id 
thw resolution and its being given effect to is that it will not |>erhupN 
he a pnHluctive projei t, T do not understand that argument f is iit 
iM-ranse a project is n<ii priKluctive, it is not lie iinderiaken no matter * 
what enormous amount of benefit ?t may W to the arid h(»w* many 

iMilli<»ns of lives it may sane? It may not he 'prislnctive dire< tly but 
indirectly it will be productive beiause it will save the lives and [iroperly 
"t fMMir cultivators in this part of the country. 'I'heti it has haeii said 
’hut it is not known w'hffher the pc'ople will be willing l«i pay enhanced 
"uter-rates. As to that, my suhinissiori is that us the rejire sen tail vea 
•d that part of the c*ountry ask for it, it is to W presumc'd that the p4H»ple 
"nut it, and are willing to pay for it. For these reiwn^ns I support the 
rpwilution. 


Rai LRLIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: After the assumne*^ 
driven by the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiruja lIMiadur of Aitrdwan, 1 J>6g 
tn withdraw the resolution; 1 will bring it up later on. 

The reeolutioD was then, by the leave <?( the Council, withtfrawn. > 

w 

%Kl 
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Dredging and deepening of riveiii 

Babii dOCENDRA NATH ROY being absent, tbe Allowing resolu. 
tioii standing in his name was deemed to 1f>e withdrawn : — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that early steps b* 
taken to dredge and deepen where necessary — 

(а) tbe portions of the Brahmaputra and Arail Ehah rivm in the 
Dacca district which are becoming silted up; 

(б) the Jianpur, Mustool and Kusthia Khals in the Manikganj mh 

division ot thcDecca dis<rirt;.and ^ 

(r) tbe portion of the Khal from Mauchha to Solaghara.*' 


Piece-work system in the Bengal Secretarial Press. 

Bl^U HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARdI beinj^ absent, the follow 
ing resolution standing in his name was deemed to l)e withdrawn: — 
This (k)uncil recommends to the Gov^nraent that the piece~worl 
systoni of work in the printing department of the Government of lleii',:! 
be discontinued/* ^ 


Registration of under-graduates of Calcutta University. 

Mr. HUSEYN 8HAHEED SUHRAWARDY: ‘ This Council recom 
mends !<» the Government that the fees for the registration ot the uridoT 
grarfunt* s ot the Calcutta University be not increased.” 

At the outset, T mu'^t say once more that there are no iiersonal motive* 
underlyfjig this resolution, whatever else people might say, tbe mnir 
spring of whose actions has always been the personal self, with a hoc 
“ V ** and a still larger “ S.” It is a pity that one has to give such 
assurance to this House as it carries w ith it the aroma and the tiiint of 
deceased legislative assembly. The resolution comes to this: when i 
student has passed the Matriculation examination and seeks to enle 
the |>oitals of the University, he has to pay a fee of Rs. 2 for havim 
his name registered in the University. We do not know for cerhp] 
whether a register is kept, but even if it is, it is valueless. It ii rae.m 
to keep a recon} of the student’s activities during his college career 
hut it only comes int^ prominence when the student gets his degree am 
his name appears in the ordinary course in the Calendar of the TJniver 
sity. It is the purpose of the University to raise thif fee oafine fron 
Rs. 2 to Rs. 5, and it does not carry with it any commensurate advunlagi 
to yie student. At the present moment when we are anxious that * 
certain amount of encouragement should be given to students, it corori 
with a bad grace from tbe University, whose motto is the advanoemen 
oT leal'niing,” that H sbppld try and penajise at outset the itudanb 
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^ho are generally poor. No doubt it will mean a certain amount of,^ 
iiH rease in the^ revenues of the University, we know the perilous condi- 
tion of the University at present, we know that it requires a certain 
amount of funds in order that it may carry on its work on the same 
xale in which it has hitherto carried on. That is an entirely different 
matter. The nfatter, as will he seen from a reply given by the llon’hle 
Minister, is under the consideration of Government, as to whether a 
>uV>sidy should he given to the University or not, hut that does not 
loin h this resolution in any way. The money which will he realised by 
{M-nalising these poa%hoys will be infinitesimal, and ^11 scarc ely go to 
HMH't the necessities of the University. I therefore appeal to tlie House 
nil that account that the University he not allowed to raise the fec'S for 
if^Mstralion from Rs. 2 to Rs. 5. 

Tha Hon*ble»Mr. P. C. MITTER: T may at once tell the Council 
that 1 do not profiose eitlier to op|>c^st‘ or to acc*e]»t this resolution. 1 
)»ro{M»se to leave this matter to the vole of the non-ollicial members of the 
Council, and to treat th«r decision as a recommendation to me. I 
desire, however, to place certain facts before the Council and in coming 
to their decision, I trust^he Coumdl will give full consideration to those 
facts.* Some time ago, the authorities of the (’alcutta University 
rcMiuested Government to sanction an uiiiendmc'nt of the regulations 
;<» provide for*an increase of the* regkttration fees from Us 2 to Rs. 6. 

I placed this request of the University liefore my Stamling Committee, 
and'they by a majority advised me to agree to the raising of the fees. 

In the meantime, I got notice of this resolution and so I decided to 
take the advice of thia Ccnincil. 

I'he next point is that when the |)resent financial year started, the 
Calcutta University had a defieit of Rs. l,48,(HH) or thereahfmts and 
from information, very recently placed befon^ the Government, we 
understand that the Calcutta University authorities apprehend that 
they will be faced at the end of this year with a deficit of about 
Hs. 5,^f5,(HK). There is no doubt, therefore, that the Calcutta Univer- 
sity authorities are badly in need of funds. 

The third point to which I desire to draw attention of the House 
is that if the fees are allowed to lie increased from Rs. 2 (o Rs. 5. the 
Calcutta University is likely to get an incream*.! revenue of something 
Mween Rs. 21,000 to Rs, 27,000 a year. * 

The last point, which I would ask the House to consider very care- 
fully is that if they advise me against the proj^ised raising of the fees, 
it will be necesiiiry- for them to help the (’alcutta University financially 
later on, for without such help it will he difficniU for the Calcutta Univer- 
sity to go on. * * 

With these remarks, I leave the resolution to the judgment of the 
non-official members of this Council. * ^ 
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' Babu NipODE BEHARY MULLICK: I am a member of the StanA 

Committee on Education, and perhaps the Hon’ble Minister for E(l«. 
cation referred to me when he said that A© committee by a majority 
sancjtioned the amendment. I do not exactly remember the points on 
wliich 1 opposed an increase of fees but I would like to make one or two 
observations. The first is this, that the Calcutta University has been 
jfoing on for a lon^if time increasing f^j if you look at the records of the 
University you will find that in various ways this increase has been 
going on, and it is not the first time that attempts have been made to 
make tlie life of the students more difficult than it i^. 

The nV‘xt point is that it will make the lot of the ixmr students harder 
That is the main objection. The Hon’ble Minister has told us of the 
want of funds of the (Calcutta University, but is this the way in whi( h 
funds should be raised. Moreover, (lovernraeni are jiving as murh 
us they can, and I do not think that the'jH)()r students, the jioorest of 
all, slnvuhl Ih* tuxe<l in order to help the Uiiiversity. I consider tlii^ 
wording of the resolution so clear, that I do not think it necessary to 
mid to it to explain the position. 

tVitlf tWse Words, I strongly sup|sirt the resolution. 

f 

Rii aOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: The inerea^f 
pro|K)He(i ^%y the University will l)e a drop in the oceainof its deficit. 
It will give -it al)out lU. 10,tHH) to Its. 12, (KM). The deficit is about 
Its, 5,Jjikhs/ Tluuefore, it is of no use whatevgi- to the University, and 
js^U ml |iardsbip on the poor .student.s. Therefore, we cannot advis« 
tbifMifiister to sanotion this in<‘rease. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: 1 am sorry 1 have to opjmse thi' 
resolution. It appears there is a deficit! of Ks. b lakhs in the budget of 
the Calcutta University, ntwl wTiat is wantetl is nothing but an inereaw 
t)/ tlie fees from Its, 2 to Its. b. It is not an annual payment, hut only 
|uid therefore^ the proposal of the University apjiears to me t( 

very inodeia^e. spetially on the ground that the University has madt 
up its mind t<f grant eommereial edu<*ation. If you want to give teehni 
eul eduCicUon you niu.'-t provide^j^mey, and having regard to the far 
fhhl (ln*ie heavy tlefieit, it is rtdvi.sahh' to iiu'reuse the fees as has lieei 
projK)sed hy the University. •» 

fir. HU8EYN*8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: I entirely agree witi 
ilh© view’ taken by Hai Jogendra (’hunder (those Bahadur. As regard* 
what Bahu Aimilya Doolie Addy says, the amount that will be realiser 
by this nteans will si-anely suffice to meet even a twentieth part i»f th« 
heavy defic it. We shall talk later on about eommereial eduf’ation and 
how’ to meet th^ expenditure on that. I commend the resolution to th< 
House for its aci*eptaiice. 

^riKkmotion was then put and agreed to. 
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Industrial tehoolt in Bangai. 

Baiiu AMULYA DHONf ADDY: “ Thin Council reiommendN to the 
(rovcrnment that at least one industrial st^hool with a workshop attached 
to it, l>e established in every division of Bengal. '' 

I would di*aw special attention tt» the reptirt of the Indian Industrial 
(\)minis8ion on this questiop. would appear, from pape dll of this 
report, that the extent to whi^h India has come to lie dependent ui>on 
other countries for her manufactured articles necessary in the daily life 
,,f a nuMlern civilian community is deplorable. We supply various 
(ountries with j^aw materials and we are dependent on them for the 
supply of manufactured pcwxls. We export a heavy quantity of (*ottoii 
and we are dependent on Mam best er for the supply of our cloths. 
Similarly, we export a heavy ipiantitN of hides and depend on the United 
States of Amei’tca for the supply of shoes ami boots. Si» it will appear 
that notwithstamlinp the fa( t that we have at our command hWevy 
»imiiitity lif raw prodm e we cannot manufacture our poods, and even for 
the nei'e.ssaries of life yyt are dependent on foreipn count rien ipr t^t 
supi>l> of these poods. What is the leason? 1 think wi> havi^ not 
developed our industries Unless and until we develop our industries in 
India* we shall have to continue to be de|W‘ndent on others, add nnless 
and until industriaf edm atiou is planted ti> us, we shall have to continue 
to <lo so. Thi.s is one of the reasons why there^i.s <‘omj»laini of ^Iph prices 
of the necessities of life, ami you will find that as soon as imhIstTial edura- 
tioii IS pranted ti» us, ua^sooff as we deveioj> our industries, the pricsea of 
these pcMids will very materially < ome down, ami thcfc will l>e ncailisei^n- 
lent us at present. Uapital in India has become very shy owiiip to the ab- 
scia eof this industrial educ ation. Therefore, I suppest for the favoiinible 
< on.sideratioii of this House and of (loveriinieut, that nacessary steps niay^j 
Ik* taken for the establishment of industrial schoeds in all |M|rts of Benpal. 
We find that even in (Germany, there is not a siiiple 
provided with an industrial schoed. We find that in tlm 
.\merica all the towns are providejl with such scKiMib*. As reparil]^ 
•lupan, I would draw your spec ial attention to the improvement that has 
U'en effected durinp the last few yeulA|is will upjSKir from tb# 
the industrial (Commission that 40 or W ymi^rn apo, Japan was far beMhlf 
India, both in apriculture and iadusteies, but her (biveriiinent and the 
people workinp in conjunction hate broupht about a wcmderful deveicqi- 
ment of her industries built upon a system of tec hnic al education whiclj^ 
included everything reejuired to enable her to iM ciipy her proper place 
among the manufacturing nations of the world. Japan takes a large pro- 
portion of the ex|)orts of our cotton, and she sends us an increasing 
C|uantit3* of her cotton gcM>ds and other maiiirfac tures. Kveii in the caae 
of Japan, the (lovemment in co-of>eration with the people have established 
a number of industrial schools, and have dc^veloiied her industries in such 
a way that Japan is now in a position to siipfdy India with th^ebtfhs 
maBtt%ctured by her. 1 will draw attention to the fac t that this has been 
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^recommended by the Indian National Congress from year to year, "and iif 
1887 the congress came to this resolution that “having^gard to the 
poverty of the people, it is desirable thaWhe Government should be 
moved to elaborate a system of technical education/’ In 1894, it affirm, 
ed in the most emphatic manner, the'itaportance of increasing public 
expenditure on all branches of education, and the expedienJjy of establish- 
ing technical schools and colleges. In 1898, it again prayed, “that 
having regard to the poverty of the people, and the decline of indigenous 
industries, the Government will introduce a more elaborate and effi- 
cient scheme of technical instruction, and set apdft more funds for a 
better and more successful working of the same.” It appears that sim e 
1906, the Indian Industrial Conference has met year after year ami 
repeatedly pressed upon the Government (he need for proper technical, 
especially industrial, education throughout the country^ Then,*8peak^ 
ing at the Industrial Conference convened by Government in 1907, 
Sir John Hewett, the then Jdeutenant-Governor of the United Provinces! 
said — 

The question of technical and indufitrial educution has l)een Wfore the CJovern- 
nient and the public for over twenty years. There is probably no subject on which 
more hae been written or said, while less has been accomplished. 

8o it appears that for a number of years this question has bt^en pend- 
ing, the people have Wn pressing on (he Government to gran( us tech- 
nic^l education. Several #commi((ee.s were appointed by the Govern- 
ment. They submitted reports to Governiuent but, to speak the truth, 
nothing has been done yet. 1 admit that we hate a Technical Depart- 
ment in the Kirgineering College* at Sihpur. I also admit that there 
a Weaving institute at Seraraporc and a Technical Department at Daren. 
A technical school also is going to be established in (^aloutta. Hut, is it 
enough, Sir, 1 ask?* I um thankful to tlie Government for the steps 
they have already taken in the matter, but I submit that it is not enough. 

^^‘ve a technical school in every town and in every district of 
Be%al ; aniunless we have it, I think this discontentment will continue. 
T)ft© technicjirsSiool has been established ijn Calcutta bv the people at 
large with a mtthificent donatio^ of the late Sir Hash' Behari Ghose. 
IMit this year there were 3,000jjMUididates for admission and I am renlly 
sorry to say lhat the Hoard ernnot provide for more than 600 students. 
,^It thus appears that the time has coma" when we should establish such 
institutions as early as possible. I beg to submit lhat at these schools 
tliere should be workshops attached, just as in the case of the Medical 
College, we have hospitals attached to them, just as in the case of agri- 
cultural Schools we have firms attachwl to them, just as we have commer- 
cial schools attached to museums, so we must have workshops attached to 
theses industrial schools everywhere. It would be a play of Hamlet 
without Hamlet himself. It would appear that the Industrial Commis. 

capital expenditure of Bs. 55 lakhs lor the eeia- 
Wishmenl of technical schools for the whole of Bengal and a .mrly 

• i » 
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expenditure of Es. 4 lakhs. My prayer is a very limited and moderai^^ 
one for ike pseseiit, having regard to the fact that the financial state 
of our Government is Uini^^. Therefore, I suggest that the Govern- 
ment may be pleased to establish at least one industrial school with a 
workshop attached to it in every division of Bengal. Then, if it turns 
out to b© a success and when the slate ol the finances improve, 1 hop© 
and trust that Government will be pleased to establish them in ©very 
distript in Bengal. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I beg to support 
this resolution for ttis reason. I am fully aware of the deficiencies of 
the present tecHliical schools which have been described in the^lndustrial 
(’ommission Rt'port. They, as 1 told you the other day, are no better 
than schools for training surv’eyors and amins. There are, of course, 
classe.'. for woodwork and smithy, but they do not prove of much use. 

If Babu Amulya*Dhone Addy’s resolution be carritul out, it w'ill simply 
add one or two more schools, because, so far as 1 am aware •in every 
(livision, there is an iiuluiftrial school but there is need tor the improve- 
ment of the existing schools. They should be put on the same footing 
as the apprentice classes of the Sibpnr College. If that can be done, 
let ift have an industrial school in every division. If tluit ^umot be 
done, it is no good multiplying .schools. I would certainly propose and 
recommend ^ the Hoirble Minister in charge that lie should find means 
to establish apprentice classes like thos<* in the Bengal Engineering 
('allege in every division. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahaduri I beg to support 
I'iis lestilution. It has been a matter of public* nec'essity that an indus- 
trial school ought to be established, as suggested by the mover of the 
resolution. The authors of the ('hildren Bill felt the necessity of train- 
ing boys under c'ertain circumstanc’es. That presupposes the existence 
of an industrial school. Therefore, industrial schools ought to be esta- 
blished. In the Children Bill itself, the word “ may ” has l>eeh ifttro^^ 
duced. I have proposed an amendinenl to the effect' that the word 
“ shall ’’ be put instead and the reason is obvious. J[t is the duty of 
Govemment to establish industrial schools, not only for the l>enefit of 
lioys, but also of those who will hereafter take t(» business and will 
thus be of some use to society. When I moved in the ('ouncil for the 
introduction of vocational education, piy chief obje^jt was that studenta 
may be allow'ed to receive such kind of training us w ill make them mie* 
ful citiaens. Without voc'ational educ*alion, I consider, and every body 
will agree with me, that the education of our youngmen is of email use. 

I made an attempt to send some boys to the neighbouring mills wb^fw 
there are workshops attached td them, so tfiat an attempt might made ^ 
to give them proper training. But I failed. That shows, conclusively, 
that it is necessary for Government to establish such schools ^e 
benefit of your youngmen. Therefcme, when the mi»ver desires that at 
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one industrial scrhool be established in such places where there art 
workshops, I entirely agree with him. 

I have thought over the matter; I have tried my best to be practical 
lull, having failed, I am here again to give expression to my long con- 
sidered opinion. The Minister in (barge of Education, I know for cer- 
tain, has sympathy for institutions of the proposed type. The ciuestion, 
therefore, is, on what lines these industrial schools should be established? 
I made a resolution on V(Ktational education %nd it was accepted. But 
that is a matter which I leave entirely for the consideration of the Hon’hle 
Minister in charge. Now, what I do submit to Hie ('ouncil is that 
industrial ttclonds are absolutely necessary. 

With th(‘se words, I whole-heartedly support the resolution. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: l#lkmg of tech- 
nical education, 1 do not think any one present in thisjlouse or outside 
interesti^ in the material welfare of our country will deny that the 
iKUM'Ksity is growing greater and greater, Imt the trouble is that very 
leu und(M’8to(xl how practi<‘al it should Is*. In Europt', Sir, theie 
were few b'chnical schools liefore main industries were started and 
s<;h(K)ls followed industries. Thifortunately, witlT the exception offlute^ 
cotton aiid a small bit of (Uigineenng, the industrit»s in Bengal are, 
so to say, in infantile stage of development. You cannot exjiect school- 
trained students, however good your sidnsd workshops may he, to become 
pioneers of industry. We cannot fon*e the gr()^^h of industry merely 
by su|s'rficial education in technical sclnuds. What I want to see is 
that industrial snhtMilH should,' be attached to industrial (‘entres for 
grounding tiu'oieticul traiikiiig in the art of the juirticular local industry. 
What I want to seft a good technical school for teaching the techni(|ue 
ot jute manufacture not only to gentlemanly youths hut to the workers’ 
sous well. After all manual workers are the men who need tech- 
nical i*ducatiou ami their sogs as well. 

The Hon’Me the Neweb 8AIYI0 NAWAB ALI CHAUbHURI, 
Khan BIhadur: I ac<M*pt this resolution. Hut while I fully recognise 
the im(M)rtance of increasing the number of industrial schools so as to 
have one in each division, 1 should twnnt out that the pn)gre.ss in eslab- 
lishiiig such stdioids must Ih» very slow owing to the financial condition 
of the province. It i.s, therefore, essential for the success of any scheme 
ior eximnsion tliat the local ImkIics should co-o|ienite with Govern- 
ment And contribute to the capital and mairriug expenditure of these 
ac'fiiMils. 

; INbs AMUi:;YA DHONE^ADDY: I thank the Hon’Me Member in 
'^charge gfor having lindly accepted my resolution, but as regards the 
^ point that it would l>e very idow, 1 lieg to submit that my auggestioo if 
as mpderaie as ever. What 1 have suggested is the establiahment of at 
least one fchool in every division and not in every district and, there{pref 
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wliatever tibe state of the finances of the Bengasi Government might be, 
*I do not ibink that there would be anv difficulty whatever in eHtablishiu^ 
Huch a good 8ch<K)l in every division. I l)eg to submit that we shall be 
very glad to co-opei-ate witK the (lovernment in the encoumgtunent of fliia 
Mort of eclucation, and, if I may l)e |H‘riuitte«l lo say so, it is one of the 
primary duties of thO Government to grant this sort of ediu ation to the 
js'ople which is urgently needed. 

The motion was put and agreed t(». 


^ Local Covanifiient Board* 

Mr. D. £• CHOSE: I find that the hoirhle memlMU's of this (\iuncil 
and i>eople outside have very meagre and inaccurate 

The OEPUTY.PRESIDENT: I think it is necessary foi tlie meml>er 
to move the resolution first. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: I was going to explain my reas«>n for withdraw- 
ing this resolution. • 

Raja MANILOLL 8INCH ROY: May I rise to a point of orders 
Is the hon’hle memlK»r entitled to sianik when he is withdr^iwing the 
M‘H(dutionP . 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I think he <an give very siiort reasowa 
it»r withdrawing his rescdiition, hut he must not dehate it in any way. 

Mr. D. C» CHOSE: T find that the puhiic have got very meagre and 
niaccniate iidormat ion regarding the constitution aftd fnnetions of the 
loeal government Inmid in England. That being ho, I a]»provi* of the 
idea contained in the hcxt residntion that eom|liete il^ftrmation r»‘garding 
the working of the loeal government IxHird in England should he circu- 
lated for elh'iting puhiic opinion ii|>om the practicuhilily or otherwise of 
ireuting a loeal government hoard in Bengal. 1 desire, thendore, tiok 
to move^ny resedution hut to ls*g leuv«* of the (’ouncil to withdraw it. 

The following remdution was then, hy leave of the ('ouircil, with- 
ilrawn ; — 

This Couneil reeomraends to the (fovernment that they he pleawHl 
to consider the feasibility of creating a local government Umnl, more or 
less u[>OD the miwlel of the Kngfish system, to suis^rvisi*, co-ordimite and 
direi t the working of the hn^al IsMlit^s in this presidedey." 

A 

Constitutlcfi and Working of Local Covommoni Board. 

Rai RADHA GHARAN PAL Baliadtir: ** Tbia'^amncil r»com« 
mends to the Government that a memorandum ls» fomniluU^d, deia ribing 
the constitution and working of the Knglisli system «if the Ima! govern* 
meni board, and indicating the lines and modifications whereon a sBnilar 
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ofg:aiii8ati(>n may be set up in this province in order to assist «nd co-^ 
ordinate the activities of local bodies in all yiatters of administration 
and development, without impairing their independence; and 
that, without committing themselves to any definite scheme of action, 
the Government do publish and circulate the said memorandum to elicit 
general public opinion and the views of local bodies concerned/* 

My esteemed friend, Mr. D. C. Ghose, has withdrawn his resolution. 

I may at once state that very likely the spirit of both the resolutions is 
the same, but mine is more cautiously worded and conditioned because 
I do n(»t wish the Government to commit itself to tiny dehnite line of 
action at tiiis stage. This proposal for a local government board has 
been made from time to time. In 1882, the late Lord Ilipon — the father 
of local self-government in this country — proposed the appointment of 
a local go vein men t board in every province and he submiUed a proposal 
to the Secretary of State. That proposal was vetoed ^s far as I know 
on financial grounds. Then, Sir, Lord Morley also drew, in a despatch, 
the attention of the Government of India to this proposal and expressed 
his opinion that a local government board might be apixiinted in every 
province in India to co-ordinate the activities of, and to help and guide 
the various Ick.uI bodies in, their larger operatimis. The Decentralisa- 
tion (^innhission was u]»iK)inted in 19(19, and, 1 believe, it was due to 
the inspiration of the Secretary of State that this subject was taken up 
by the Commission. 1 find from the report that they did not favour the 
idea, the (Uily dissentient being the late Mr. Tt. C. Dutt. Then, Sir, 

I find the lion ’hie Minister, while a Member of the Imperial Council, 
pressed a motion f<»r the revival of the same proposal. Well, that motion 
was rejected in that (’ouncil. However, the nn^le of vision seems to 
have change<l with the lapse of time. In 1918, the Government of 
India, in their resolution, expressed their opinion that the local govern- 
ment board was necessary for the purpose of assisting local bodies, and 
I find that our Hon’ble Minister was also asked to report on the subject 
in the year 1919, when he was on a deputation to England. I Imve bad 
the pleasure of reading his excellent note to the Secretary of State and 
have derived consi^Urable benefit from it. It is, as it must be, merely 
recommendatory of a desideratum and there was no constructive pro- 
p<i.sal in it. I think now that the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea 
is the Minister in charge of Local Self-Government in this province, 
it is opiwrtune that should take up this subject and direct the pre- 
imration of a meniorandHjn, showing the working and development of 
th^ English ha al government l)oard and its applicability, if possible, to 
this province with such modifications and alterations as may be necea- 
%.aitnted by the local conditions. I think, as an old and assiduous worker 
in the premier sell-governing^institution in India — I mean the Cor- 
poration of Calcutta — I should be very uilous of the indckpendence and 
powers of local bodies. I also am afraid that if by calling into existence 
% lodd government board we in any way impair the independence of the 
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sucli as district boardsi we shall be doings disservioa father 
than sewc^ to ourselves. There should not be any (fround for tfil 
appreheaftion of a charge in future that we dug a canal in order to bring 
in an allig^i^r. Therefore, I warn the Council that we should be very 
cautious in this respect. Possibly, the angle of vision has changed. 
It may be that there will l>e no attempt made to impair the independence 
ot the local bodies ;and I feel sure that under the guidance of the pi'esent 
fiopular Minister, no such attempt will he penuitied; hut still it is 
lietter to face public apprehension on the subject. This pro|Kisal will 
vitally affect thejocal bodies; and what my idea is, subject to its 
being accepted by the Council, that we, who are not very familiar with 
the working of the local govethinent board in England, of the useful- 
ness of which, however, we have known so much from speeches and 
writings should have a memorandum showing how the system has worked 
in England— SI understand that it has Wen HUpp)ement(‘d now by the 
Ministry of Heatth — and how it can be adapted, with modifications accord- 
ing to the changed circumstances, to the genius and characU^^s of local 
institutions in this counitry, that is to .say, how it can be made workable 
here. Mr. Apear — who was a most esteemed and honoured ineniWr of the 
Corporation some yeass past, whenever the Munit i]>al Act was going t<» be 
an ended — urged upon the appointment of a local governriAi'iit lamid. 
From my own expet^e^ice I know that we, the municipal lualies, especially 
the niunicij^alities, are at a great disadvantage: we do not get that expert 
opinion which we think a body like (he local go\ernmenl b(»ard can give. 
We are often told we have never Wen to England and Imvc notiiecMi how 
it works there. Supj)osing a scheme is estimated to c’ost lls. 3,00,(KMt, 
we send it to the Gcjvernment and the (fovernment have it examined by 
the Sanitary Engineet and then the scheme is formally passed. That is 
not what we want. We want the best expert ntlvice to be given to us. 
We sometimes have to sfiend a large amount < f money to get exjwrt 
advice, but the difficulty is tliis that we are not always satisfied with the 
expert advice because we do not know wlieiher that is the best advice 
available. I know (his is to W iso in one rase, whicli happened reeentiv, 
that is the water-works .scheme. I thifik T ani not divulging secr<*t when 
I say that i| 0 . honoured ipeuiber» who was asswiated with our (toveriiment 
and whods now as$pcia|ed with the (iovernment in Englaml. tr>id ns (hat 
it wo\i1d W more helpful to a public body if they ap|»roa« bed the (iovern- 
mentof Bengal and disked the Secretary of State to get the Wst expert 
advice possible. My ijnpressipn is that veiw prdfbahly upon the local 
gov^nunent board will devolve the rcspfinsinilily of a«lvising sanitary 
schemes and in solving for these local bodies tbrn'r sani(ar>- and engi- 
neering problems, and it will W their hnikcmt and business to give the 
beat possible advice available from all fxirtis of the world. .1 think, there- 
fore, that the Uk« 1 govemnient board will W able to watch tlie activi- 
ties of lo€at\>diea and to co-ordbate and stimmlate their endeavours on 
proper lines I, therefore, think that this resolution, which is a p<irfeci{|r 
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non-c^tniniiial one, will l)e nceepteti the Govern meut. I ||ave got^ 
^ long note on the subject, hut I dol||^ want to inflict a long^ipeech on 
this Cdtincil at thU stage when ipembH-s mv tired after a long and inter- 
tniuable debate for the lant thl^ee day^ (A voice;,' Have it 
printed.’^) - I do not wabt to have it printed. ^ 

With then** obw^rvatioiis, I commend this resolution to the aonapt- 
ance of the Council. ^ 

/ Rija MANILOLL 8INCH ROYS 1 beg to say a few wor(]a on |he 
resolution. The fact must not be lost sight of that only on the lines 
prescribed by its truditi<»ns and its individuality eanifny nation hook for 
a vigorous and natural growth. ' 

The Knglish hs al governnieut of the present day is^ as Wer>'bo<Jy 
knows, a logical and nuturul development of the most primary laws of 
the Kiiglish (oust itnt ion, and, therefore, an indispensahl# and ui?avoid 
able adaptation of them t(» the sisdal, political and ecoAomicul needs of 
the time.* 

N(»t withstanding the Knglish local governiaent is not without its 
dcfe< ts, UN cun he seen from the following: — 

(/) That the Bfianl never nieetK, an<l its sole rem»inuig^iw> appears to be thpt in 
the al>Kenoe^;>f the l*rt*Hident orders may lie signed hy one oi ilk cx-if/jUno members, 
usually the Homo Secretary whose office is next d(X)r, in stwh tl case, however, the 
tiome Ke» rutary dcjes not consider himself to havij any yoicr ui the ‘matter. His 
Mignnlure is purely n formal set. 

(J) That tlie I’resHlent of the BoanI reieives ac tive help fpom the Si‘cretary who 
IK all in aH and who ret'eives ft high saiary say I'l .20U a yent , 

(.i) That the general |M>wer of issiiing administnilive ctimmands and eom|)eIling 
olMHlience which hehitigs to the su^ierior official of a Continental Bureau is epute iin- 
known in Kngland.—tl o/iime //, pi>. ttfui “ I/tral Ootfinmrni m 

HfUfUind ” by Itrdhch and 


Ilesides, if we look at its administrative roittrol, itlias a dnistio p^wer 
a« can be seen frojn the* following : — 


Oi’or District C'oiincils the Board has ('oiiside ruble {H»wer. It i*an in extreme"'^ 
cases enfccrce them to carry out^lanitary infasures to its Mtisfaction It haa^iwer 
Ui VcMcte. cliMHoivi^, and wurlgiupaie (Tbions |o regulule The proctsMiings of the 
Uilnrchans in the minutest particulars. No oMw of a rniou^jpan kft|ippointed hy 
*' Uie (•iiardians without the saiiCtidn of the Board and yrhyp once appointed such 
officH'rs I'unnot be dismissed by the (Guardians without il|ft Ci«|aeni of Ihe JBoard, 
though he may hi' dismisM'd by the Boanl without tx>nsQlting th^ iiuar^iii. Hie* 
Boanf takes a most putei^iH) ialftmt in all the prilceeding|of'ilii OtiMrdtaris,%l»asibly 
too paternal ap interest.— -(fkiila (7iiii»ftpiipil ** by O^gert.) 


This much for the Iniard itsell. It is iibia a patent fact ^f^a^ 
iinnsplantation of a foreign constitution into^anutKer t^ntry wiihlut 
a thorough examination* and «aufiictftiit modifloation to adopit^it to 
pet uliawenvii'onments and circumstancea obtain ftg tlpreft, b rffirl to. 
come to grief, no mailer %iUi bow rntfeb aeaJ ena eiguoallta the trial 
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BeHidej^ if it in introduced, m\ the KngHA line8, the |K»wef «d ihe 
district will be curteiled*%]id will 4>e c^ntralimMl in 

jierson, rii., tSe Secretary to the ^mident of the proponetl hoard, which 
is again opposed to the prihciplea Icm'uI self-governuient ^ 

In this44g^of decentralisation when the Gtivenunent is ready hand 
i»v»f tfc« powers to representatives of the public, it is a pity that an aHenipi*^ 
is being made iu.the opj>osite direction — to transfer the ysiwers already 
granted tu ft centmlised body. We expect that our Ministers should be 
thceiiainpions of public rights in d(*eds and not in name only. ^ 

And unless the lyesent system has faileil or we are sure of a better 
(ioveriijuent of the Im^al btwlics the innovation,' we should , he careful 
in venttiring to adopt it. Hut I do not j-eally see what (s casions there 
might have been for the creation -tjf a hn-al goverinnent board “to suyter* 
vise, cc^rdinate, etc.,” the Unal bodies here in Hengal, iiiasnnu^h as 
they have been^doing their bit, d make bold to say, rredilably well, and 
t<» the satisfactioif of the (lovernm^iit, T believe. It is not long that most 
of the district boards have been gvren flon-tiflicia! chairmen and f think a 
sutheient time may be altewed to get ihem conversant with their works 
hoinie any change is attempted of klie kind as pro|M>sed. And 1 take 
this opportunity to say publicly that in the work of the lliirdwan district 
ho.od at leust, for'&baiit four years from the first day when that ImhIv 
was allowed to ha^e a non-official chairi|ian — my humble self is serviiig 
as such up to now — no iindue intarfcmice was even attempted by the 
tfovernment officers vested wrlh the controlling power over the ls>ard. 

I am v^ry grateful ft>r help received from them all along, when sought 
foi, and I hop<' others will have no other talc to tell. And if the Hefoims 
luiNc to he made a success, T see no justification whatever foi setting up 
'<uch a board over the self-governing iMulies, m> dtmbt to ilii tate its 
teims In them, and thus be more of an iiiifiediment than a help to fiiHhei 
th' cause of lot'ul self-government in the country. Heform by all means 
w herr^'tthere ia room for it ; but where there is m»t, amt 1 am sure there 
i*< nothing to complain of against these local bodies, it is altogethei in- 
<*xiM*dient, not to say useless, to go for a change, doing away with the 
existing state of thinga, aimpluJ^ the .sake ulits imvelty, * 

** TjocbI go^rnment in thine^ntry (Knglami) may fitly be desciibeil 
as ( ('usisttpg ^ ® chaoa of areas, a chaos of authorities and a chaos of 
rates” ride pagg 14 df Locul (wovrrnment by Udgers). If that W the 
condition ther«9 ft^^uiy^be necessary for saoh a Imnrd. Hut here our 
rates are fixed by the i(Qw<%ritui#it for the whole of the province, am] 
happHfTi^lio Hudli chaotic coiiditioiis pri*^!. 

f' ihini il is known te.many that at the prewmt moment (he iocnl 
myvernmeni bci^ has been superaaded in^England* by the Ministry of 
Hii^li^nd tbipre ia no saeh board at present and in a manner the Minister 
in charge of^ha^liotshf Self-Oovarninent ^ith |m« Secreiaiy does the 
workol aa^m boitd. ^ 
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t b«g to sound a iiot6 of warning. The formation or th& creation of 
»the Ward would entail a very heayy expenditure on the alrerfiy emptj 
purse of the department. It will retire at least one^ “parliamentary 
Utide)>§0creiary “ and a number of InspeOlors over and albte a sheaf 
of other things. A study qf the syi^iem, as may be gleane^ from the 
,4an^rd works on the local government in England, will plainly show 
the truth of my remark. The other day we were clamouring for "the 
redut^iibiT of high officials and by the adoption of this resolution we will 
belled to have more — at least some “ Parliamentary Under-Secretai&s.” 
This we must avoid at any rate. 

V ^ 

One thing more end I have finished. I quote a few lines from page 
800, Vol. It of Local Government in England by Redlich and Hirst, the 
justness and the Intrinsic merit of which «»il never over-estimated:— 

'Jho local Kovernment board is ^Inphatl(*ally not a motor engine ; it does not 
supply power to set m motion tlie machinery ot local governmsnt; . . . tlic 

reason really being ne doubt that the Htatesqjen Who preside over the departments of 
home (ibvernmeiit, irrcs|H'ctive oi pSrty, share ‘more or less, in the traditional 
abhorrence of the nation fnun niiy amf etery kind of administrative direction over 
pulTic life. . . . Nothing could bediore disquietaig to an average K' glishman 

than tVo thought that he must follpw th(| orders of a l^ndon bureau as it thi*y wor^ 
BO many provisions of the law. . . . The ancient law that England is governed 

amirding to law, and not according to the instrui^ions of officials, remains 
unsliaken to ttifl day. v 

It can thus he easily seeh that^ the EngKsh people fhemselves do 
not hold a high opigiqn shout ihility^^uf the local government board 
but^raUh'r the confrAfy. Tbev' abhor the idea of putting an official 
administrative control over public life. The idi‘a is rather continental, 
w^ich is disliked by the English as can be seen from the following 
from the same hook: — 

Kiighshmcn have wi.sely set limits to that i*entralueJ omnipdien tj which tic* 
(kiniiuent too often a<lmir«s as the sonith of tUiesmansfaip . . . Tlie I'ontinental 
idea of an nlgdighty state which exerts a mysterious and indefinite authqiyity over 
“subjects” “ ufi-Knglish ”--(ro/umf II, pp, S and .7, jA)cal ^overfnMnt in 
Knglund ” hj/ Uedlich and H ‘ 

m. D. C. CHO|E:l rise to a point^of order. The hon’ble member 
proceeded on ’'the assumption that tfiei0 a definite proposal to create 
n local government board. 

B«l^ NITYA DMON MUKHERilEE: This is a mo^on which Soee not 
require a very long 4peeeh, because, iprnctically speaking, it only requires 
certain information. 

It was most unfortuuate that one ’of the speakeis^U the r^Tution — I 
nienn Kaja Maniloll Singh Hoy — sail9%omethuig as if we have come here 
to-day to introduce a lohal government board In this proviiiee. I| an 
outsider beard his speeiffi he would think that Hie speeckmade by lilvi 
was against the motion of |f r. D. Oi Ghoee whmh has l&en withdrawn 
andjiot against thit of the Rai Bahadtur. 'The Draeant motiim 
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pertain information, and to ensure lliat end, tlie publication of a m«m<% 
landum is prqpo^ed to be made which is not likely to cost a larjfe sum of* 
money. But may I ask, wj|^at will be the effect if the bu'al pov'erninent 
hoard system is introdiued into India? tsome members seem to think 
that because the stem of local jfovernineiit board has been successful in 
Knjrland, so let it be intnahu ed in Indm also. Hut i.s it not essential 
:iiid desiraVde that in older to ensure its surcess heie, the maihinery 
which contributed to its smee'^s in Kuirhind, slumld aUo be introduced 
here prior in the adopt i<ui of the system itself? Wc slmuld first of all 
know what it is; it#i'ould be futile to ti\ practii-al exjuMiincnls in si ieiice 
without proper apparatus. 

I he jiresent motion simply seeks to ;rct < citain information about the 
workinpr of the local ^fovenimenl boaid in Kn^'-land. Soinctiine ajro, the 
Serretary of State appointed a coniinittee tor cnnvHb'Mii;^ the (ju<*sfi«>n 
(if the adN isabiTit^' ot inti oducin^ into India tb»* local y(>\ci nnicnt board 
Hxstem as it existed in Kn^land, and flic IJon’bb* Mlnislci in Jiaixc of 
ilic Department ot Local vSelt-( fo\ efiimfct w;is also asso« lalcd with that 
(oinmitteo as a iiiemb<‘i * The iiuniiiittce iccoinmeiidcd in fa\oin ol (he 
1 II I roiluct ion of the s\si(»ni of local ^•'(O ernmiMit boaid in India, but 
hrfoi^e we consider t 1 h* (jUt*s( ion of its 1 1 ansplantat ion beic. should we 
not do well to know wliat it js ? M bat i** the const iint ion and fum tion 
"i the local government board in KiiLdajiil? We should Know the lerom- 
noMidatioii of both Hiuises of Ihiilinment and of tin* ,l(oiii thmimittee on 
tltts point \\ e should further know the ri'port of the comniitlee especi- 
• i!l\ jfipoiiited b\ the Seiietaiv of State in wbioli ouv popiilai Mintstei 
" ns a member. 

I support the resoluti(»n as it stands and not the points raised by Ibc 
nio\ »*r, 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I am a stiaiKbt 

Ulan and love to fip-bt a stiaij^lil fiirbl Mi. J) (' (Hiose lias witlidiawri 
Ills residution because be found that the feeliii}: of tin* House was not 
favourable. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: 1 rise to a point of mdri J>. the loen.lMo m onlcr 
ill imputing motives to me? 

Th« DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I’nliup. ihf niuuilx't mil »itli<lniw 
Ills remarks. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: ['be fiisf part of 
the resolution of Rni Haflba t’baran Pal Hahadu/ su^ftrests that a memo- 
landiim should be formulated de^rrihinj; Hie Ln^rlisb s\wtem of the 
bnal jeuvernment board and that (nivernmenf should irnlicate tin* lines 
and modifientions wbereon a similar orj^’anisation mijrht In* set up jn fhi« 
province, f.c., Oovernment sliould infroduce the Knp-lish KVAfftm in 
Benjjal with modiftcations. 1’he setond j>art of his res#iIu(ion askMhnt 
withnift jiny definite scheme of action the 

L L 
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^Government should publish and circulate the said memorandum to elicit^ 
general public opinion and the views of local bodies concerned. Maik 
the words “Government should indicate the ^nes whereon similar organ* 
isatiohs may be set up in this province.” 

I am not opposed to the introduction of the system as it is in Englaml 
or other countries. But the question is that we are not financially well* 
off and every one of us here apprehends that the cost of the machinei s 
will be thrown on the shoulders of the long-suffering jKK)r |)eople of 
Bengal. Until we know that that apprehension is not well-founded, 
wo should be no party to such a resolution or intenihto bring forward a 
resolution of this nature hereafter. 1 believe Rai Radha Charan Bal 
Bahadur in his heart of hearts would not like a further burden on the pool 
people of Bengal, and therefore, he says, his resolution is non-comniittai 

Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur wants a memoxandum^to be formulat- 
ed describing the constitution and working of the h^nglish system ot 
local gowernnierit board. There are b(K)ks on the subject, and any ’one 
ran read them, if he (‘ares to. If ^ny of us is not willing to purchase 
the books and read them, I shall at my own colt publish a memorandum 
describing the constitution and working of the English system. 1 
cannot be a party to Government spending alxyut Rs. 21), 1)00 on thi^ 
matter. (A voic'e: “Would the memorandum cost so much?”) 01 
course, for whenever Government undertake any scheme^ they nevei 
spend a small amount. Therefore, upon these grounds and not upon the 
ground that the local government board would not be of any benefit to 
the people of Bengal, I oppose the motion. 

Mr. 4. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: I rise to support the resolution. 
I consider it is essential that there should be a body of experts such as 
the local government board at Home to check any hasty and ill-thcmglii 
out si'heme and to look after the ratepayers’ interests. There are time.N 
when financial scandals or supposed scandals can be looked into care- 
fully if desired by a few members of the Council. 1 remember from m\ 
municipal exfierience at Home where we had a big scheme for the pur- 
cha.se of land, it wa.'* thought that the committee who were dealing 
with the subject had had some unfair dealings which were detrimental to 
the ratepayers. An inquiry was demanded by a section of the Council 
and it was granted. The hn'al government decided that there was no 
riHim f( r the slightest suspicion. Thus every body was satisfied and no 
doubt of unfairness was left in the mind of any. 

From my exjM'rieuce of a Home municipality, I consider that the 
hK'ttl government board is of great use: supposing a bousing scheme 
was essential, on account of the scarcity of housing accommo^tion for 
the citixeiis, but funds are hot available; then a sc'heme would be 
drawn up by the municipality and submitted to the local government 
board if it was bmnd feasible and that body (the local grivemment board) 
apr^ed of same, then the latter would apply to the Government for the 
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^iHiney whicli would be Rranted on their recommendation. As the 
,,f Lords 18 cynsidered to be a safeguard against hasty and ill-tuonghi 
(lut schemes, so would the ^al government board act as a check on all 
ill-considered schemes of the municipalities. Therefore, I feel that 1 
(iiMUf t but support the resolution, and 1 hope that the House will assist 
tlie mover to carry his resolution. 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: The resolution about the local 
t:(»vernnieiit b<)ard has been moved by my friend, Mr. 1). (’. (ihost*. and 
similar resolutionjjas also been moved by Rtii Radha Lharan Pal Ibilia- 
Mr. D. C. Ghose withdrew his resolution be(‘ause he thou;rhl 
ii proper that the members of this (\>uncil should be more familiar with 
the working of the English system first. Therefore, he preferred to 
«ait till he could furnish us with a description of the working t>f the b»<nil 
L'livernment botird in England, lint my friend. Hai Uadha Charan Pal 
Bahadur, rannotVait, though it seems that be himself is not ^familiar 
n ith the working of the English system. He thinks it mnst he supported 
l^ecaiise it has worked wll in England. We have g«.t nuin> white 
elephants in the variotis departments, fo! whieh the people Inive to pay 
vMthonI deriving any benefit therefrom I fail to understand why we 
shoufd set up another new department - the local governmenf hoard - 
which is nothing but a body of e:xperls and which will reciniie a very 
large amounf of money to be entertained. Is it an opportune moment, 
uhen we have a deficit of Rs 21 erores. to bring forward sneb a resoln- 
!i(.M as this, namely, to set up in Tlentral a loc al government hoard simi- 
lar t(. that in England? Even in England we understand this hoard has 
bc‘en replaced by the Hoard of Health- though a ebange in name, still 
It is nothing but the Health Department of Government. Therefore, I 
submit, that when we have, under the Ref<»rnis Soheme. got a Minister 
fnr the liocal Self-Government Department and there is the Sanitary 
Commissioner under him. we ought to utilise the materials that are 
already before us instead of laun»lii?>g upon a new scliorne of bniigiffg 
Hito Wing a department of expert.s costing a large amount of money 
"hi<'h the country at the present moTnertt c-ui ill-afTrtrd Ic* i>ay. 

With the.se words, T beg to oppose the resolution. 

The Hoifble Sir SURENDRA MATH BANERJEA: I think I may 
intervene at this stage in the debate, which perhaps will have the effec t 
-f saving time and simplifying matters. T fear there has laen some 
noMonception both with regard to the resolution and also with regard 
to the constitution of the local government Iwmrd in England. 1 should 
‘explain first of all the constitution (»f the bsal gr»vernment Ward in 
England. The \ocm\ government board in England means not a^iard 
’cmsisting mi a number of experts, but R moans the Minister of Public 
He4ilth like myself. One man, one individual, one responsible Minis- 
ter is not a board at all in the sense in which wc underutand that ferm. 

1. L 1 
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®4’hut is the first misconception which I desire to remove. He is of couis^ 
assisted by experts; he has fjot an establishment of his o^wn — auditois, 
MUjveyoiH, inspectors and so on; l^it the board means himselt, 
and he is the autocrat of the situation. His will is law, just as mine w 
in many mattcis in regard to (piestions of public health, lie may take 
the advice of expej ts, just as I take the advice of my standinf,^ committee, 
but he is no more bound by his experts than 1 am in repaid to the advMe 
tendi'red by niy standing committee. Therefore, the House mus’ 
realise* in the first place that the local ^:oveinment board in hbi^rlaiul 
consisis of one individual and one individual alone, •cind he is the Minis- 
ter of RuKlic Health. Of course, he is lesjnmsible to Parliament in tin* 
same way as 1 am responsible to you. The board -^jousists of one persmi 
assisted by a body of experts who aie suboidinati* to his authority ainl 
he is not bound in any sense to be jruided l)_\ the advice of these expeii^ 
His will is law, subject to the lesponsibilily vliich he owes to Pai la- 
ment. « * 

Then there seems to be a further nns< om ej^t ion in the lemaiks >\hnh 
have been made*. There* appaienll\ is an i(b*a anion^^ snme niernlceis tli.C 
tlie <d»|ecl ol the lescdnlimi is lo establish si unghtawax a bnal ^roxein- 
ment board jn Ib'iivral^ but 1 do not think that the resointiori ttiean^ 
anxthin;^ <d that sent at all. It is \er> jnodest in ihe demand th.it it 
makes upon us. M\ Iriend, Itai .ln^endia (hniidei ( i Imse Itah.idui , wli'- 
is sU( h a caielul < uslodian of oui pnr-se, says that (inxeinment xxill hax* 
to spend Its. ‘JO.OtlO it this lesidutinn is accepted and li the niemoiandnn 
refei'ied to be issued. 1 fad to nndei stand why it slmuld cost (Iccveiri' 
inent such a larj^e snin cd mcmey in oidei to issue tlie mc'inorandiiin 
All that would c-ost the tio\einmc*n( would be that it would throw ai 
additional bunleii upon my tii»‘ncl. Mi. (ioocle, to write out the memoran- 
dum. It would also c ost the* tio\einim‘nt abcnit Hs. 10(1 in tlie shape <1 
papei , piinlinj.;. oh- lioieio.c*. pi.j\ cot not lie* larnied at the 
spectre* cd (*.\pendit me which my friend has coniured up before youi 
vision, it Is a (b'm.ind feu intoi rnalion. not a demand for the* purpose* 
of estalrlislnn^ a local ^revernment boaid. So fai as the (ioveinm<‘n’ 
IS (•oiie(‘i necl. we h.i\i‘ not the* sliidiiesi idjjeflion to issue the memoran- 
dum. Jn^-ht, moTt* kindly li^ht, amid th© enciiclin^- ^'■loom, is (he mottc' 
of ( tovornmc'iit . Wc* are anxious to place before the House and the* 
('oiintiy (he amplest information lepaidinjr all mutters in conneciicm 
with whic'li theie Ls a public ciemand. d'his c|uestion of local govern- 
ment bmird has bc’en before the* coutitry feu- a number of years. As my 
frieml, Hai HadUu Ciurrun P||jl Hahadur, has pointed out — and I may 
observe* juvrenthetic'ally that it is always interesting to listen to hi> 
-cimiiks baaiuse he expbuVs the ancient history of every c^uestnui that 
he up this c(nestiou4)f hu'al froverninent board was^rst mooted 

in the year 1SS2 by f^onl Iftipon in the time of Sir Rivers Thompson 
wlR*n he wa.s Hieut<*nanl»(tovernor of Benjra?." T distinctly remember the* 
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Uni A. I have also been discussinjr this question in my piiblie capacity 
a inenihSr of the Imperial Legislative (’ouiicil. I think it was thy 
jieiol. the late Mr. (iokhale. who also bnoinfht this ijuestion up in om* t>f 
hr debates of the Iinperijfl Le<ri''l.iti\e (’oniuiL I’lnis it is a ipiestion 
\)iuh has been before the ]mbli( toi a loii^ time: it is a question with 
ri'.iid to which some ainmiut of attention and inteiest has been raised. 
iVe are indebted to Itai Ibidha ('haran I‘al Bahadur ond t<i Mr. 1). (\ 
fhose ioi huvinp: placed it befoie tlie Housn* in oidei that full and ample 
nloimation mav be iditainctl so that the actum id this House may be 
!Uided l»y it. All that Itai Hadha ('haiaii l*al wants is a menuuaiulum for 
he puipose (d elii^in^ informal inii. In that memoiandiim I want to 
nndif\ his resolution to some e\tent all tliat the (ioNtMibiicnt will 
laitt will he information, so that upon tlo‘ basis <d that infoimalion the 
{(»nsr and the countiy mu\ considei what possible sttqis ma\ he taken 
M st I en^rtlien •tlie local bodies and to < 4*-ordinate thi'ir activitirs 

,'rhe (inestion^oi expendituie has Immui leleiied tt> l iulnuhtedlN, if 
III! establish a lot al ‘ 2 o\ernmenl binid. it will be nei rssa l \ * to ith ur 
leavv expendituie, and J, for one, in oin piesent fiiiam ial position, 
aiimU siij^^f^est that siicli expemliture sjiHuid l>e imuiied. Bui in the 
aeantime, there is no.liarm in /^ettin^ information 'Miis (lovernment 
Miiifd not be a (rovennnent capable of pei formiiiff its duties »<lequat(dy 
t It w<‘re always to remain in a. state of finam lal diffu ulty. Assumin^^ 
hat our finftneial condition improves,- ami it is not too muc}i to hope 
iial matters will inquove — this infoimatfon ma\ 1 m‘ oldained in the 
ll••antime so as to be available ami <d practical us(‘ wIkmi we a!<* in more 
I osprroiis t imcs, I. theiefoie, think tliat t In* resoliit mn whuh m\ friend 
as placeil befoie the House ma\ be acc(*pted w'ith the modificat ions I 
u\ about to suj^irest ami w fin h mv fiieml is v\illin;j' to accept. 'I'he 
esnlution thus m(»<litied will run as follows; 

Tins Ctouiicil reeonnneads t«» tlie (^»\rimnet)t th.O a iiM-tiim .ouluin pirpaiiM) 

> the Hon'ble the Miaist^w for erninent 4feN« t ilnii^ tin < nnst oai i<»e 

ii<l Horkinp of the Iax iil (io\ ernrrK'Ht Uoaol in tile I iiile«i Kuualum ainl expl. lining 
) what }>oiMt.s It difft*rs troin ifie h>steni in in ifiis pooiioe willi lfa> oliieet 

t .iseertaimn^ whiUher ifie Minit>tr_\ «if lyot ul faUlffioxernini nt < an hi lirouafil into 
lox<«r relatioiiH with lo< al liodies so as to t iiahle their a»ti\Oii ' lo hi |»rii|>eitv 
iwirdinaled. Klimnlateil ninl i-onirolled 

My friend has accepted the resolntion. and I hope tlie Uouse will 
c cept if too. 1 myself have been in fa\ntir of a local j/ovi-i niiu nt bourcl 
II alonjj, and though as a matter of priju ipie ft is desiiable that we 
hould have a IckuI government Imard, Uie present c inumstames of 
lengal have to be considered. I iheiefore stigge'^t that the House* 
ill l»e graciously pleased to a» < ept the tspsoliif lufi »« modified. 

T||0 DEPUTY*PRESIOCHTt The (pTestioh before the TTqnse in 
rbetber tlie amendment proposed by ih^ Jlon'ble Minister Hbould be 
Bowed. 
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The axnendineiit was allowed. 

^ The resolution, as amended, was put and agreed to. 

t) 

Diploma-holders of private^edicaJ institutions. 

The following resolution, which stood in the name of Dr. Hassan 
Suhniwardy, was withdrawn with the intention of bringing it up in a new 
session : — 

This Council recommends to the Government that the concession 
grunted by a ‘ transitory jiiovi.sion ’ to dii>Ioni;^bolders of private 
medical institutions previous to 1014, be extended to a further period 
of three years. 


8ettloment Operations. 

1 

Mr. BUOY PR08AD 8INCH ROY: ‘'This Council recommend> 
to the Covernment that the stirvey and settlement operations be post- 
poned for three years in those districts of Ben^ml where the works ha\r 
not yet been begun.” 

1 think the House will naturally expert an explanation from me for 
bringing, forward this resolution again after the long and learned dis- 
cussion on this subject during the budget debate, and in doing so, 1 
have two gicjunds — one i.n,, (lur financial p)()S])ect has umMrgone a com- 
plete transformation since the last budget; and tin* othei is the present 
economic eoiidition of the jx'asantrv of Bengal and the effect of tin 
survey ami settlement o|)eiations on it. in spite ot strong opjmsitioi 
from the non-o)lieial memheis of this Ihmse during the last budget 
the Government decided to go on with survey and settlement works ii 
certain districts, and the Government, 1 jnesume. did so in the hope o 
having substantial finaiieial help tiom tin* (ioNeinmeiit of India, becaii.sf 
even then the Bengal Government were threatened with a large deficit 
The Ilon’ble Finance Memlrer expressed such a hope in his speech in 
introducing the budget, but facts have proved othorw'ise, and all our 
expe<*tntions of help from the Government of India have now been 
exploded, so I think that it is prudent to stop the survey and settlement 
Wvirks Is'causo not only are (hey very costly hut because there is no need 
for them at present. The urgency of theii need can never l>e justified. 
The Hon*li1e the Uevenue Meml>er, in reply to my question at the b<*gin> 
niiig of this se.ssiort, said that by accepting the principle of a two-party 
basis there would be a saving of Iff lakhs in the year 1922 and TJj lakhs 
in 192«ff. The boianca 16 lal^s out of the total grant of 29 laklis for the 
year 1921 will bfrequired to carry on the work already in hand, ao that 
if the work of survey.and a^ttlement is ihscon tinned altogether and no 
new work is taken up, calotilati|ig at the minimum rate of (Jhittago^g 
which erst R«. 16,16,604 the expense will be over 64 lakha in three 
years eveiv to complete any new work in four out of these eight 
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districts. This is a sum which, in the present financial conditions of 
•ikngal, we can hardly spare. We can utilise the sum for other urgenh 
needs. I prf^pose that the work be postponed for another three years, 
that is, up to 1925. Evei^if the Government po on with the work in 
hand, they will certainly require three years to finish the work. My 
jn(tposal is that no new work be taken up under the prestuit finuncial 
conditions. We hope that after three years the Government of India 
will come with liberal contributions to our province, and will do some 
justi(‘e to a province wdiich is the j^reatest contrilmtor to the Imperial 
pxchc(|Uer. 

My .second points the ectmomic condition of the peasantry of Bengal. 
Since the last war the cost of living? has gone up very high. Even in tne 
la -it session, the Council accepted a resolution for increasing the salaries 
of the ministerial officers of the Government. 'Phk^ cpicstion of hiph 
|ij n es has aff#<'ted the rich landlords, mendiant prim es, highly paid 

(Tovernment offiwrs, but what of the ill-c lad, half-famished pc'asantrv ccf 

• . . . * * 
Bengal suffering from malaria and over-taxation and wkat not? 

Seulcinent w’orks will ^ntangle them into prolonged and costly civil 

Niiits, will subject them to enhancement of rent and to hundred other 

niiseric's. So my humble proposal is that, considc’ring all these things, 

it wrll he prudent and expedient to*j>ostpone all survey and settlement 

w(»rk. * 

With th<^e few words, T commend the resolntion to tlie acceptama* 
of the House, and T would rccjuest the House to consider the cpic'stion 
ver\ impartially and accc‘pt it on its own merits. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN* Government have anticipated the mover of this resolu- 
tion in this .sense that His Excellency T-rord Ilonaldshay when addressing 
the Legislative Council the other day at the opening cef this session, 
mentioned to the memhc'rs of this Council that owing to firuim ial stiiii- 
gency, the settlement operations would now he <»n a two-party basis. 
Now, that being so. in pnictice this is going to mean that new sun*oy 
<n settUn.ent eperations in any new district will not cu nc up fetr thiec 
y<‘ars, and as the mover of the resolution suggc’sts that settlement 
operations he postjKiiied for three years in those distrirts of Bengal 
where the works have not yet bec*n begun,, it will be seen that Govern- 
ment have already, in view of this reduction to a two-party basis, 
ac-cepted the principle which this resolution proposed. For th«t reason, 

T think that now that T have informed the mover o{ the resolution that 
that is what it means, in practice, it is not necessary for me to accept 
the resolution, or for him to press it. 

Mr. BUOY FROBAD 8INCH R0Y8,'*In view nCthe infoi^piation 
given by ike Hon’ble Member, T beg leave to withdraw the resolution. 

The motion was then, by the leave of the Council, wtihdrawg. 
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Calcutta Tramways Act 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadurs “ This Council recom mends 
to the (jovernment that the (’alcutta Tram^'ays Act be so amended at 
an early date as to include the following among other provisions: 

(?) amendment of section of llengal Act 1 of 1880 so as to give 
j)ower to the Corporation in the matter of fixing rates and 
fares ; , 

(ti) ann'mlment of section 12 of tlie same Act so as to give power 
to the Corpoialion to pieseiihe the length of stieet whn h 
may he opened up from time to time; 

(///) amendment oi section 18 of the same Act so as to make the 
penalty tor default really deterrent ; 

t/r) amendrm^it (d sectirm 29 of the sanre Act on the lines of sc( - 
tioti d2, sub-section (.i), of the iMiglish l'r’!lmwa\s Act ol 
1870 (dd and ;i-4 Viet., c. 78); 

(r) amendmerrt (d < larrs«* 9 of the Schedule to Bengal Act IV rd' BMId 
so as to gi\e effective power to tiff* ( 'orporaliorr irr cases ot 
deiault c oritemphitc'd thc*rein, and to make the penalty lc*i 
default orj (he part cd' tir^ 'I'rarnwavs (ftnupariN really effective- 
* and ‘ ^ . 

(n) specific statutory jmwers tc» he given to the Corpe^ation to take 
up the* (centred and management of the tramways traffic, as a 
(eiiijeofaty ruc'asure, in the event of a prolonged suspension 
or dislocat icen of the* tr'am service.” 


Irr moving this res,duticm 1 desire to say a few words. I have ju^t 
ged down .some amendments which ha\e struck me, and I believe ni\ 
friend. Mr K. (\ Hay Chaudhuri, will f,,]h.w me with his .sugg,.st ions 
I rria> say at emee that this is not an exhaustive list from tin* public 
point of vi,*w. This Act, which. I may .say, is now an ancient Act. 
should he revised and redrafted. Bcfoi’c* I dwell ufutn the various sug- 
gestions that have been made 1 wish to take ui» one item which is most 
imprtrtan^ at the pre.scnt moment. The agonv whic h the people of ( al- 
cutttr «re coMcleucnfd Ui suffer iunu prolonged tramway strikes is well- 
known to fhe tueniWn uf lliis (’ouncU. The members of the f^rrpora- 
tion and even fW members of Ihi.^OunciT have been approac hed by the 
people (^il^JIrttr^, besecohing fof n radirnl iTiuedy to effect the resto- 
ration of the tramway sendee. As members of the Corporation, we 
have been c bar geeb v^rth neglect of duty because we have not puf suffi- 
e.eid pressure uptm tire Tramways (Nifupany to resume their services. 
As merubers of.th. have been amrsed of being apathetir 

and not taking up thi« irfj)ortanl mailer within view to legislative 
Tins h th^^^ition, find if on any impoHant matter puWic 
opinion IS unanimous, it is on this question of the tramways oJf Calcptla. 
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1 will take up this most imptutant point, that is the Kuspcnsion of 
•tiaiiiway service, hist. Clause J) ol the Scheilule ]>iovitles that in caj<lP^ 
default in the running of tramway service, the ('huirman of the Cor- 
poiiitioii may serve the C#mpany with a notice for the re.sum]Uioiv of 
tlieii services, and in (ase the\ decline to do so, the matter may 1 h' 
ieterr<‘d to arbitration and the arbitrators will be nominated by the 
Ciirporatitm and the 'i'ramways ('ompan\. If the d«‘cision is in favtmr 
(»t llie Corporation alter some moiiibs (<*0 long as the people ol Calcutta 
will be a continued agon\ ), the Calcutta Coiporation will have 
the satisiaction oi imjiosing the full rate, wbnb th<‘\ icmitted 
t(i the 1'ramwa\s f^impaiis when tlie\ converted the horse traction into 
cdecliic trac'tion. 1 piopose to vei\ biiellx into the am ic^nt hisloiy. 
loimerly there was pa\able a sum of Its. 4. (MM) a> a track lent, when 
thc‘ horse traction c‘xisted. When it was ron\rited into electric tiac- 
t loll through Uie endeaxouis cd the 'rramwav.s C«»mpan\ and the Coi po- 
latioii, and also» I ma> sa\. with public support - because public- meet- 
ings wc‘re •got uj) at (hut time- thc*\ conifiounded with the* Corporation 
toi a lump sum of Its do. (MM). That is a peimaiicmt sum foi a pi ac t 1 - 
lally peipetual iiionopofv which the\ aic (ia\ing to the* Coiporation as 

tlie track lent oi the existing tiamwa\ serMc e in Calcutta. 

• 

The oiiIn iemed\ that is piosiclc*ri is that w Imii tlic* aibitia^ois cIcm iclc* 
m ta\oui of the (Hiairnian, the* ( cu poi.itioii will be* c‘nab!c*d to impose (h<‘ 
tull track rt'iit of Rs 4, (MM); a lew thousands diitei c*n( c* in the* long 
lun. 'riiat is 110 satisfaction to tin* peojde ol Calcutta altc*i a long 
and protractc'cl ag-oiiy. hat is sug^gc*sted in this motion is this, that 

w c* should emj)oW(*i the* ( 'orpoi at loii oi Calcutta tits Cliaiiman) to take 
up. in c ase of default 01 erne*! gc*nc les it ncc essai s aftc*r giving propel 
notice to the Company. tempoiaiil> the tiamwa\ seivne, pending the 
settlement of disputes betwc*en capital and labour 01 Corporation and 
lrumw'ji\.s (’ompany. I think that it is a vei y reasonabl« propoHui, 
havj'ig regard to the fact that the* iate-pa\eis »»( Cal- itta lave given a 
peipetual inonopaK to the TiamwaYs Compan\ cd then roads. I think 
it necessary theiefore that the\ should l>e umb*i piopei legulations, 
so that they may not on any occasion put tin* pc'opie cd ('aluuttii fo any 
inc-onveiiience. 4'hat is one jMiint. * 

'I’hc n I c-onie to other amendments men e nr l«i*in 3 X)ortant amendment 
cd .sec tion irof Rengal Act T of 1886 ffO nn iti give poWet to (lie faopora- 
tmn in the matter cd fixingTates iftiH fares. At p!«e. ri(#ce< t inti !) tjf this 
Act jirescrihes u maximum fare of three annas for a nirr md exceeding 
three miles. You will find Ihnt thinre is a fitiixiniuni of three annas even 
b 1 a mile 01 less, whatever the distamc* may l»e. The Corfiorution have 
ffom time to time made representation^"^ the utlliject due to the eom- 
plttints made by the raf«-|iaveTs of Ca]riirt«; lind T know from my own 
icnowledge that people living in fliilpore RoaiT near ToraHunKo, if they 
kaie Income from an area outside Cornwaliia Street, to-somewl|^<^e in 
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Chitpore Road, have to pay double the fare in order to reach, say, 
^'Nutnfi Bajsar. The Corporation some time ago made a suggestion that 
th»*- Company should grant transfer tickets to such persons, as the iaie 
which is three annas on account of the dodble ticket issued at present 
was not fair. The Tramways Company said that they had the power to 
fix any fare not exceeding three annas for any distance. In the matter 
ot Behala, Kidderpore and Alipore, when the Kidderpore bridirc is 
closed the (’onipany impose additional fares, although the people have 
to walk a couple of furlongs to get into the tram on the other side. 
That matter was brought up for consideration by my friend, Babn 
Suiendra Nath Mallik, in the Corporation, and tlie Corporation riade 
a representation to (lovernment on the subject. I believe that the 
(b.iernment will reply quite complacently that they have no power 
be(!auMe there is the law which enables the Company to fix any fare up 
to three annas for a distance up to three miles. Haring regard t»t 
these facts, the (’orporation have from time to lime made repr(‘sentations 
to the (ih)vernment for the purpose of amending the law. No step^n‘j 
yet been taken. 

1’hen coming to section 12 of the same Act to give power to thf 
Corporation to prescrilM^ the l(‘ngth of street which may be oj)ened u}i 
from time to time — T need not read out to you the whole sec*tion. 
Section 12 gives them power, without the sanction of the Corporition, 
to open up any section of the roads not exceeding certain len*gths. What 
I and the Executive lingineer of the (k)rjH)ration find is this, that with- 
out riotiee they open up whole streets and the road is block f*d entirely. 
W*' g( and im|>ea<'h our road engineers who reply that they can do 
nothing, as the work is being done by the Tramways Company. In 
spite of the fact that it might be a day of festival— or something 
like it, — or it might be an important road, they open it up without 
taking into consideration (he inconvenience caused to the public, as if the 
roads were their ancient samindnri and permanent settlement. F think 
that in this case the .sanction of the Corporation — I believe that the 
Hon’ble Mr. Kerr is going to reply to me and I hope that it will be 
admitted that it is not (he individual Commissioners interfering in the 
imiUer but the Chairman or the Chief Engineer — is neces.sary. I want 
that much and notliiug more. 1 think that that is an amendment whk h, 
ill the interests of the city, ought to be admitted. 

Then as to the amendment of section 18 of the same Act so as to make 
the penalty for default really deterrent, section 18 of the same Act pre- 
scribes the maximum penalty of R«. 20(1 for default in respect of various 
items, one of the moat important of which the maitiienance of the tram- 
way track. I may tell you this, that there is an interminable record df 
complaints from varioua dia^hict communities, individual Commissioners 
and from the Corporation. Resolution after resolution has been passed 
complaining of the indifference and the dilatory way in which the repair 
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work is taken np by the Tramways Company. Both sides of the rtvaid 
are laid up with asphaltum. The old antiquated^ stone-set tramway* 
triuk is worn* out and a perpetual source of inconvenience, trouble nnd 
danper to traffic is maintifined. letter after letter, I may say as a 
Municipal Commissioner of several years’ standing’, has been addressed 
by the District Engineer. Sometimes the Chairman is bothered, tie 
;ilso writes, but practically no heed is given. I do not mean to say that 
they do not take up any repair work at all, but they are so dilatory and st) 
iiidifitrent to the requirements of the Corporation that we cannot do any- 
tliing, and even tl^ fine of Its.* 20(1 has fi»r the time being been sus- 
j>ended by mutual agreement between (he officials of the Corponition and 
the Tramways Company. Ko proseeution will be instituted if they say, 
“ We will take up this work.” I may tell you that in some important 
roads, for instance Chitpore Road, we have been insisting times without 
number that tbe repair work should be curneil out at night, so that there 
may be no obstrwetion to tratiii . The\ liave steadily refused to comply 
u iMi that. ‘They say that they uon’t do it, us it is exjH'nsivc^. Well, 
tha; Ki the position in w^ieh the (’orporation is placed.. Th<* HoiCble 
Ml. Kerr may say, if we go up to him. ‘‘ Tlieie is the Act, and you 
must submit to it so long as tiie agreement exists.” 1 would come 
to \]ye agreement later on. * • 

Amendment of*seetion 211 of the same Act on (lie lines of section 112, 
sulnseciion f/i), of the Knglisli Ti am ways A<t of IH7(). In this see- 
(loll a ver\ curious and noticeable difTereiire is made betwe'*n a eiuiipayiy 
ami a (’(uporate body in India ami a company ami a corporate Inly in 
Kngiaiid. In this section if in the t‘xc< ulion of tin* work of laying 
pipej, or drainage or diversion of roads, any injury or b'ss is Mi«liiined 
by the Tramways Company, the Corporation must make goml the loss, 
hut 1 find in the English Act that the English (’orporation is sate from 
any such damages. Here is this difference. I do not know uhy that 
difference should exist at all. 

Kow I have exhausted all the amendments of which I have given 
notice and I do not wish to take up your time at this fag-end ot the 
©'ening. I want to say only this. There are other suggest iems made 
by my friend, Mr. K. C. Ray Chaudhuri. I w hole-hpaftetlly support his 
motion and I am quite prepared to acr:ept his amendments if they are 
to amalgamated with ray resolution. If the Act comes up for aincnd- 
*uent, 1 am sure that other members of the ('orp(»ralion will make prac- 
tical suggestions in the interests of both the parties, vu.^ the rate- 
payers and the Tramways C/ompany. 

Before I sit down, I wish to say one word regarding the agreement. 
I have heard so often the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr ginning fnio my ears — “ How 
to get rid of the Actf” I have consulted some of my lawyer ftdends. 
1 do not mean to say that that is a counsel of perfection, but still what 
they maintain is — Let the agreement remain as it is, as they hav« the 
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monopoly np to a certain number of years, but it is the provision in 
'the Act which re(iuues to be modified/’ We want to take more 
than what is given in tlie ^agreement. In the agreement there is a 
clause for arbitration. In addition to that IHvant that there should hi* a 
clause in the Act giving y)ower to the (’orporation on exceptional occasions 
to take up the f'ontrol of the tramwav service as a tenif)orary measure in 
<»rder lo relieve the agony of the people of (’alculta, and I do not see why 
(hat should not be done. With these words, I beg to move my resolution 

fffr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: T beg to move, by 
u’ay of HinerKlment , “ that in motion No. .‘hi the wo^ ‘and’ at the'end of 
(hiiise (r) be omitted ami the bdlowing further clauses be added after 
clause ( ri), namely : — 

iru) fuovision foi the |)ayment of 1 icing wages to the employees of 
the ()onj])uiiy ; t 

(rui) pKA'ision for tin* estahlishmefit of j)iovi(lefit funds for the 
benefit of the employees; and • 

(jc) provision foi an arbitiation hoard M'ilh at least two elected 
(\)mmissioners »»f the (V)r[)oiation as members of the board, 
to settle, all disputes re|yar(iiujr wage,^, working hours, over- 
' time allow'umes, dismissal and leave.’ ” '' 

\f \ amemlmetit.s are simple and seif-explanalor\ , ami I < pmmend them 
to your considerutij)n, spe< ially the principles involved. 

Those who have watc hed the tug-of-wnr— the one-sided tug-of-war- 
bet ween the Tramway masters and the Tramway men, must have noticed 
that the sliaigyles of thes(‘ men, condemned unheaid, refused a hearing 
to the only ?ourt of jiisitice, n:., the (iovernment, were almost a large 
It may he that all the forees — J mean the (tovernment, the public and 
the masteis- were arrayed against labour, but the piibhV had every right 
to km»w whether the dismissal was just nr iinpi.st before supporting the 
(’!ompuiiy to stamp out disgrace from the. system of emproyment, but 
that (>])port unity has not been given by t^e refusal of % Conciliation 
Tommittee. However, my point is that if the Government or the 
(’or])oration bad s<mie < lause* reserved to see that wages commensurate 
with the <’ost of living were paid, there wnuld have been no necessity' of 
the unfortunate strikes which < ost the rompany more than Rs. 3 lakhs 
nearly to tea(’h a few ill-paid and illiterate men that they iiftist rather go 
half-fed and half-cTothed than take advantage of the very Ifti sy.stem of 
checking the (’dinpany has hitlierto maintained. Poor pay ajnl ill-gotten 
gains go hand in hand in this country. I think iny itamindar friends 
will admit that they have goma|Uis and naibs who receive fat salaries 
ranging from Rs. 10 to 20 a month find they are allowed to malce 
aomelhing, some road or other, and that i.s how dishonesty thrives in 
this Country\ because “living wages” are not paid and scales are not 
revioed. 1, therefore, urge that when the amendment of the Tramways 
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\rt takes place, a clause should be put in that wnjres*' must l>e 

paid to the ejnployees and powers left with Corporation to jro into the* 
(juestion of wages from time to time* After all. it is the (U»rpon»tion 
\^hich grants free land and^ull monopoly to the Company to enable it to 
maintain the servic e^ and it must therefore have this right, which is 
essential for the preservation c>f tuir working classes, setiously handi- 
(apped by crushing economic piessure of high prices and high rents. 

My second principle is that in order t») tMisure honesty \ou must 
secure permanent inti'iest of the tunployces h\ soiue bond Or attai'Ument 
such as “providenli^unds'* or peii'sioii.s. If any thing that luo' made our 
Provincial Civil Service straight and good, that is pension, uhich is just 
;is gdtwf a re^^ ai (1 toi j^ood sco vn es as ])H)\ idem funds. 

My third principle is that in respe( t of strikes the (’orporation should 
liave power to mediate aiul end the mise! \ of the juiblic whic h ftdlows a 
public service strike. At no distant date the supnouc control of the 
(i(WeriiUiei^t wilfbe ciitiusled to oiii (aic, %\hich iiu lude" pioU^ liou and 
pi esevat loll ol millions ot manual nr ket s ari<l i ovenanl" like this (m the 
pmtection of labour bef^ie the tiaiisfei nf the iespon.sibility of Ittivern- 
luent to the Indian nation w ill lie in a< i nidam^e with the express desire of 
i'arliaimmt and th<‘ Putliameiit of all Uic Parliaments, rwj., the League 
nt Nations. After all, the Muimillms ujion uhnm our future (iommii- 
iiiciit will rest arc \('i \ ili-nilni im‘d ahout l.ilinui. as | found tt» my mis- 
foituiie when 1 inviti'd a discussion on picketing the other day, and I am 
afiaid that w heji those coum illors w'bo oj>pos«*d m\ moliou CMune to |)oWCr 
they will ignore the ne<cssit \ of [u (»le< i mn of lal»o\n — tbi* \ital force uf 
any cixilised (Tnvmniinoit moir than c\cn the retiring buieam i.o \ has 
done. 1 cunuut iiglji mentioning that a g“ood deal td picjuilice exists in 
the (’(Mincil regarding lahoui legislation, Soim* mcnifM'is went so far on 
the day of dmeussion uu ‘‘picketing” ns to sa\ that 1 1 ansjdantat ions of 
l•.ngtisl^ Labour Acts aia innovations viiisuii.d to the «oridiiions nf this 
country. X fake tliis opportufut\ tti tell lh«*in that the Factories A<(, 
Indau ines' I nsjuM t ion .\«1s. Huilci .\(ls. Smoke Niiisames .V« ts, and 
even the lu^iaii (hnnpaiiies Acts and the Laws <if Hankiupliy are all of 
them industrial and commeK lal leg'islatjons tfcil have been followed in 
this (ountry ou Biitish models In fact in certain matters we are far 
ahead nf Engliali iysteni and we ha't‘ been benefited In the expei iineitfM 
made in EjuglaiuL 'lake, foi example, the State lailwavs, which are 
perfect illii^tiirations of nationalisation of industrieH ^nd transports. The 
Britinh 1iidu«trjal democracy, m»tw iihstaiiding^ lejreaied demandH, ha« 
failed toacfiieve them, but we have got them in India,ri>., the Statu rail- 
^‘ays. .My point is that State interventions on proved line#* are the only 
guarantees of healthy, contented and reliable lalmur. 

Rli MAHENDRA CHARDRA MITRA Balia^r: The di^imnum 
ou motions Nos. .% and d7 may lie w*f>araled for the piirpjise of explain* 
ing matters, as they refer to wmiewhaf different subjects. • 
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My f.ubmissioii to the Couucil is that there should be a harmonious 
^Jeolin^ between the Calcutta Corporation and the Tramways Company* 
The Government is the ciistodmn of law and the Tramways Company 
depend for their existence on a statute. It if, therefore, necessary to see 
l.cw far the statutory provisions dverride the agnreement which is said to 
have been entered into. My contention is, there should be no difficulty 
in amending section 9 of Bengal Act 1 of 1880 so as to give power to 
the Corporation in the matter of fixing rates and fares. You will notice 
that the Company have to work on certain conditions. They are either 
to work at a profit or at a loss. They are not expected to work if they 
lose. That is one view, but if extraordinary charges are made, people 
of the city would come forward and say that the fares and rates are not 
reasonable. Who is to decide this question ? The Government will 
assert that these are the rates and the Company have the authonty 
under the statute to fix the rates and fares. But now the Corporation 
wants power for the purpose of fixing the rates. My submission is ^t 
both thcte divergent views cannot he entertained and a hanfiony should 
be established between the two views. 

The Corporation wants j)ower over the Company’s H('lir)ns. I think 
it is reasonable that Government should interfere in this matter, and 
that whether steps are taken by tfie Tramways Company, they should 
b<' under the (control of the Corporation. The right of ownership is 
vested in the Commissioners so far as the roads are concehied. There 
is no doubf in the matter. Therefore, if the owners of roads consider 
a certain action is desirnlde, is it not reasonable that Government should 
take ste])s in the matter to see that the actions of the Company are con- 
trolled by the Corporation. But the (V)m]>any may argue that it Would 
be of great disadvautage to them if a ’third party interferes in the 
matter. In view' of our sad experience of c«mtibuous strikes in the city 
and the inconvenience we have been jmt to, wo are ohkged to appeal 
to the Government for intervention, and it is high time that Government 
interfere and put the matter in a statutory form. This i.s the ground 
for which the learned mover asks for tl»e amendment of the sections. 
It is not necessary for me to dilate on the subject, 'bee4iUiie I find that 
the other amendments are subsidiary amendments, and if the power 
to the Commissioners are granted, the other amendments will follow. 

As regards the suggestion of my friend to Mr. Krishna Chandra Ray 
CUaudhuri, it is the old question, namely, the settlement of Itring wages. 

I was a member of ‘the Industrial Unrest Committee mud discussed all 
these matters. My friend came forward with a motion asking for the 
settlement of the minimum wages. T am always for the giving of 
living wages by the C<iinpany, hut how that can he settled was the point 
discusseil the Committor and my friend took an active port. It 
was allifficult proMein to decide whether statutory power he given for 
the purpose, and we came to the conclusion tliat the Conciliation Board 
may^take up the subject. Mr. Chaudhuri took that view also. In 
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^act it was ke who made that sugjfestion to the Committee. He now 
^ays that this question is to be settled by the CoriK>mtion. I ask him 
( onsider who is to settle this matter. We asked him at that time if 
the Knplish Act of 1875 wal to be enacted: he did not then afjrn' to it, 
inasmuch as the provisions of that Act are very strinfl:ent. I'he 
(jucstion of living wages must be decided by somebody and I want to 
know who that somebody is to l)e. I have no objection if the Concil- 
iation Board does it. Then, again, Mr. Chaudhuri came forward with 
the suggestion that the Council should accept the provisions of tiic 
Knglish Picketing ^ct. I asked him tg refer to th© report of the 
Uoyal Commission of the year 1906. That difficulty was felt by iho^u* 
who framed the report. That reiK>rt was not referred to in Ihe course 
of discussion in the Council. I had the hrtnour and pleasure to read 
It t'-.enty times and I find that the provisions of the English Aid arc 
more stringent*than what he could suggest Tliere have l>een a large 
nuivher of decisiifns on the abuse of the Picketing Act. 

• • 

Babu RI8HINDRA NAJH 8ARKAR: I rise to a point of order. 

N it ndevant to the residutioii ami disiuissiiuj 

T|ie DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: 1 think he is relevant 

• 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: As ngards the 
provident furAl, who is to settle that inattiM-f TIh'hc, I think, are 
matters which do not come within the scope of the resolution which the 
liiii Bahadur has referred to. 

COtofl^ A* da PUGH : This is the first time that it has Ix'en suggested 
that an agreement which had been oi>ti‘re<l into bidwiMMi two jiartics nia\ 
1 h' broken at ihe instanci* of tme jiurtv without thi* consent «d tin* 
other. The agreement bctwciui tin* Cahuitia (\»i 7 M)nitii>n and the (’.il- 
ciitta Tramways Company was entcriMl into on the 2nd OctidsM, 1^79. 
That agreement is annexed to the Act of IHSt). All that the Art i.f 
1880 does is* to enact the provmions for (arrymg ioit that ugn*enirhl 
In 1879, the "Corpora ti<in had the option of providing inunwavs tliein- 
selvefi, but as they were not in a [xisition tc^put out the Timney nei essary' to 
do so, and there were jn^rsons who were pre|xir<*(i to put out the mone\ 
and run the tramways, the Corjioration entere<l intt) an agrei'inent with 
them. Under tha Act of 18 (S 0 , the (\>rporation had the fiptinn of taking 
over the tramways themselves at the end iif 21 yearf^. Th<* C<»r{igrutiori 
neglected to” exercise its option and hy the Act of 1900 the period of 
option v|aa extended to 31 years. There still remains 10 years before 
the expiration of that option and, as fur as 1 can see at present, the only 
thing the Corporation can do is to fiml out whether it will l)e in a position 
lo take the tramways over at the expiration of the term. • 

As regards the ofiening up of n>ads hv the Tram wavs ('om|Miny, I 
think everybody knows that considerable inconvenience is often caused, 
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but that is provided for in the Act, by which notice has to be give^ 
*to the Cori)or*ation, and if the Tramways (Vmiiwny do not give notid*, 
the Corjwration can take steps. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I do not like to go into the 
teclini(*alities oi the sections. J would rather j'lace before the Council 
some points ov(‘r whi<‘h I have been fighting. As legards the jiresent 
contract, (\)ldnel Pugh says that as tluMe has been this contract, how 
can any attempt be made to go b(‘hind it ? 'Fliat is a bigger question 
and I do not like to touch if, Imt 1 mav just ask how the Kent Act 
interfered w'ith existing contracts. Th<‘ Rent Act was passtnl because 
it cioncefiied the Kuropeans. They ven* tlie ]MM.sons who were affeided 
liy it aiiTl therefoie all private contr.icts could be tramjded under foot 
Was not tin* (Vmtract A<t brushed asit^'e wIhmi the Rent Act was pas.^ed'" 
Why has that been tiampled under foot*'' That has been doiu‘ onl\ to 
suit th(‘j Kuro{H‘ans, h(» that the\ ma\ ^et houses at (Jumper rates, * Do 
not say these things but go along with the tnie facts. If the Tiain- 
ways CorUjiaiiy go on |H‘isistentl\ Meating tioubh*. 1 suppone that we 
should ask for certain larger |>owers to put that down. First of all. 

1 may nuMitiou Hie (piestion ot tales. 1 submit that the faK^s in Culciitt.i 
are extoTt lonateK high. In Bonib.iv, toi four pice to niv i>ersona! 
know'le(lg(‘, you mm go o\er tin* v hob* lengtli of tour miles, anil 1 
believe for six [ni-e they will allow you two tiaidtios almosi to am jdaie 
in the town. Here, from m\ house in Rhowitiipur to Park Street — 
bareh a (listan<*e of a mile I have got to j>a\ «‘ight pii’e. 7'here. again, 
arises the ipiestioii as to wliy there should not juoportionately Jow'ci 
fares for smaller distaiiees oi at least foi’ half lengths as the\ liave 
in Hombny. The reason wh\ the\ hjn*e it thei** is obvious: there are 
two strong railway lines on both sides of the city, riT., the 0. 1. P 
and the R R. A (\ 1. Therefore theie is comp<*fition and there is 
tills result. In Cfuiuectioii with the matter which I brought to the notice 
of the (’orporatiou with leganl to the incieaho of fares in the Kidderpore 
section after the iiridg^ was dismantled— to whicli my esteemed friend, 
Ral Kadha ('^uran Pa! Rahudur, has referred— the Manager was ftent 
for. He W'.is there with and all these (|ueslions jirosi' and ataoDgst 
them wa.s this (piestion as to why two tiaiisfers for ten piee should 
not he given. The Manager said, “ Oh. it is not jnissible. “ I .said. 
** Why i.s it not possible, it is possibli* in Rombav?” He said. “ If 
may be possible in Rombu\, but it is not jH>ssi}>le here.’" That Was lii^ 
attitude. Why? Recause he knew that he had the monopoly here in 
Calcutta, and there was uo other tarrying company to compete with 
hiiU- That is the whole tiuestion. If wt* had any other railway 
round this town or a Circular railway t f the kind as the> 
have in Hombny, they wtodd have In’cn bound to dn>p the fares in no 
time. I therefort' suggest that w«‘ slmuld have linger powers to control 
tbele rates. In eonnet'tion with this matter I t>eg to mention one fact 
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aMil it IS this; When tliis moiKipoU \\;is liisl crenteil, there was at 
tlu^tnne a very unfoi tuiiate relat inii'-liip >uhNi>lin^ hetween tin* ^TantiM’ 
;th i <.Mantee. llie friantoi- was tin* t haiiinan of the Caleiitta ('nr|s»ra- 
noii lie was William Soultaf, ainl the triantiv was his hiotin*!. Henry 
snuU.ii (a voice: “ Rohinsoi: ") — xc**. l^olnnson Souttai--on hehalf 
oi tin* Tianiwavs CnmpaiiN. (hn* hiotliei wa'^ t*> lrl^e ami the olhei w.i'i 
ii. lake, ainl the lesiill is that W(' art* siHleK'i'- hOi, atle? .»]I, 

hliKitl is lhic'k(‘i' than wat^r. That is tin* whoh* histi»r\ of the tiamwav 

iD.aeinent in Calcutta. 

'riieie is aiiotln*!’ tjyuir to NNhnh 1 wmuhl likt* to <lra\v attention ami 
! is lln*^, that (‘veryhoUN know> that in Cahutta c.n s are i)\ »‘rcrowiled 
’-lain (‘xtent. \ on will s«*e hoth in up ami ilown cais pa''sen^’'ers havt* 

1<» ^taml u)). In an>\\<'i to in\ xjncstion on the ‘'nhjt‘(‘t the Chair- 

iiuin nt the Calcutta Coi ]»oi at ion ^aid that it wa^ oiiU <luiiii^ iHlice time 
5h.it It liapiM'ned,* It i*. ahsolutelv \\inn :4 it hapjMum all tin* time, 
Old I |ia\t' (liawn hiS att(*nt ion e\»'t» to tin* tmts tliat on SnmhiNs in tin* 
II. -lining 1 ha\1* seen m\scll paNKen^rciN IS in ininiher, in (*ver\'* car. 
(. -tIici than its cati\iii<^ (*t|^icft\ aml*thc\ ha\'* all to han}.: uhoiit like 
h.!' We wanti'd to intcrlcic in this niattei iii tin* Coi’liorntiou. 1 put 
t mils nil tin* siih )ect and t In* ( 'haii man said that he i on hi not int ei ft*i 4 * 
.Old tin* rosiilt Is that tin* Tiam\\a\s ('nn*p.in\ t.ikr no notice ot it« 

''anted tlie nuinhei oVrais to he incieased, hut the ('oinpalix Would not 
Ostan. toi the\ know \ei\ widl th.it the\ havi* 'eiy sinm^f fin*nds lien* 
ind stionj.:(*i fiK'iids (*lsew heie 1 know and sji^ak with all the assurance 
alinli 1 ha'c (d h.i\ ihjj’ a poso i\e kriow !*‘d<,n* ih.it smie the intiodmtion 
ot the new s\Ntein ot tiamw.i\«. 1 eiean the cleitin s\s.t,.j,) . ^,.|v 

hiuh olH< ial. oin* ot tin* hijjin*'t idln i.als, liiMi;»ht HMl.tttKl shales, and it 
I ;im < hallenp'd 1 shall he aide to o’i\e tin' t.n ts ahont it and anothei 
siilKudinate offn ial. snmewiiat siiIhm ilinati* to him. l»on^'‘ht I am not 
■'UH* aUnit tin* H^^’Ute — ahont dtitl shates ami the n-sult is linit lln*re is 
Ills im oiivenii'in e 1 know ti<*m iii\ peisoiial expeiiem i* that 
l**’Oph*, in oldei to ort to ofin ♦* iieai ( li\<‘ Stire’-, lia\e ^‘of to pa\ taie.s 
5wir<* over. I' list ot all 5he\ have tu tj»ke ,i i ai tioin IlhoWaiiipui ami 
LTn rj;.;;lit down to Kali^'h.it d»{MO and tli-n i Mine .if^aiii. and that is ln'in^ 
lone ever\ dav I he li.nnw.ivs Com]*.tn\ leap .i in li )mivesi out of it 

• ml they fake tm mil n a* of the sitn.ition W** hav<* he«*n ir\in;j^ o\er it 

1 he ('<ii |Kiration is fKiweiless hei .oisc ituie •> this lonliait, as has !». (ui 
Slid h\ m\ este<*med ami yndl.int tiiend. f’olonel Ihi^^h. Were tlieie 
'o contracts when the Went A« t w.is parsed Hut yofi l ould tiampl*^ 
hem under finit lxi*cauM* it was eonvenieiit to do s(» and tlieie was nolKidv 
'• say anvtinnj'. So loii;/ as the tontiait will stami voii laioiol do aiiv- 
hiujJT III this ease. W^hal m\ esteemed and ^allaiil fiiemi sa\H is* [.vi 
he Tramwavs ('oiiijtfiny >lo whatevei tlie\ like, jmt \ou eannot break the 

• ifitract* A Ix'autiful i-ontrait. indeed, ami a lioautiful idea of b#>W’ 
he contract has t<» l»e canied out! I cfoiie next to the third <|ue«ti{»n 
ii»d that a very important mattci. We must inhist on a laxal Hoaid 
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of Management or whatever you may ehfM^se to call it. Whenever an 
imiM)rtant queNtion arises, the Tramways Company say that they have 
referred it to their Hoard in London. It is a Company incorporated m 
liondon and that name is enough to paralyse every l)ody and nothing is 
done. liook at the strikes that took place this year. I have nothiiiif 
to say either on Ix'half of the ConijMiny or on twhalf of the conductors 
I do not like to enter into that (juestion, hut the fac t remains that nnoh 
time was wasted over this, in refen ing the question to the Home Hoanl 
They could not do anything and that means a loss of time, and this agani 
allows them to make a pretext, and that is the reason why we should 
insist in the ease of tli(‘ Trarnyvaxs, the Ehs tric fsiqiply ('or|K)ration and 
all juihl'ic utility Mer\ ice (‘ompanic's w h(» enjoy a monopoly in this town 
that they must have a Local Board of Direi tors in order to listen to tin 
gri(‘vances and to give relict as s<K)n as |K>ssihle. Tliat is an item whw h 
ought to he considered when the Act will he next aimnnhHl. What we 
should have is larger powers of compulsion hy the* Corporation on tin* 
(h»ni|»t.ny. L(K)k here, for the pr<‘sent there is no trjftnw'a\ line in 

Ballyganj. Why not? I hrouglU it to tin* notice of the ('oinpany 1 

brought it to the* notiic of the Chairman of the Corpiuation, and 1 

hroughi it to the notice >)f Mr. Bom pas when he was going home oii 

leave ^nd when 1 was a <'o-opfed memlier, that we should lm^e oin 
tramway line on that side IL* went to London v.nd asked the B(»aMl 
and the Chairman refusal stiaightaway. He said thatithey would im’ 
have any furtlier extension. Theiefore, T say, that we must have largei 
jMiW'ers to coniiiel th(*m to ha\e these extensions, otheiwise our t(»wi 
cannot devtdop. Ot com sc. as regards the amendments that have heei 
proposed hy ni\ friend, .Mr. (’hamlhuri, most of them seem to he accept- 
nhle, hut so far as the tiist is <*oncerne<l, wln*n h<‘^ asks that tin* con 
ductors he given li\ing wages 1 encourage that idea, hut as a lahoui 
ineinlH’r 1 would ceitainl\ reqm*st liim to ask the conductors to 1 h‘ some 
wliat more honest. Obligations must he mutual. It is no defence ti 
say that h<*cause the\ do not get living wages they shoul' 
Ht<*nl. As he is a man who.se voice, I know, will reach them 
I w’ouhl ask him to tell them h\ all means to insist U{Mm this iucreus* 
in wagtns. hut at the same time thev should Ix' .somewhat honest, 
know from m\ {HMsonal knowledge that many of them are not. I wa 
once insulted myself wlu*n I was going a short distance in Bhowanipur 
1 paid a two-anna hit and asked for a ticket, and just as I was abou 
to get down, thoM'onductor returned me an anna. I said, “ What righ 
have you to insult me in this way?” and the man fell at ray feet, an' 
with that softne.ss whiih is characteristic of my race, I excused him. 
insisted on the tii ket IxMiig given to me. Therefore I .say, fiy all mean 
insist on higher wages, hijt at the .same time be mpre honest. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHARPRA RAY CHAUDHURI: Perhafis you an 
a^ exceptional passenger, 
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, Bdill 8URCMDRA NATH MALLIK* 1 am stiro lliut many of my 
i.iuiifrymen ar^ equally, if not more, honest, hut .so far as (onceniH the 
'iimpany, I think they mitrht^asily double the pay of eoiuluetors if these 
iitiduotors promise not to earn Rs.t?-8 a day extra. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the 
ton’ble Mr. Kerr): In Spite oi wluit (\il(Hiel Puj^h ha^ sanl. then' Ne«*iUH 
o lie still some misapprehension re^anlin^r the le^:al ])t».sition; and per- 
ijijfs it will save misapprehension it 1 aniplitv what (’ohmel has 

.od. The relations li^rfween the Tiainuaxs (’onipans and tin* ( ’oi juiration 
irf‘ rejfiilated at the pre.sent monn‘:il l»\ tin* Att of ItMH), which pt\t> 
ffect to a new ap:n*emenl inadt* in tlnil \t‘ai ht‘t\\e(‘n tin* (^»rJ»olation 
d ('alcutta and the Truinwavs (’onipan\ He'snh*^ enihod\m),r ihe 
ii:reeinent in the schediih*, tin* At t it,s»dl. wim h ct)nsi''t< of oidv twfi 
>ecti(nis, states tliat tin* jnevious conci‘ssitnis md lontiacls of lS7tt ainl 
iS!ld,'»as Melinas tlie (’alcntta Tiainwavs Act, ISStl. ami the ( Vicutta 
IMiniways Act, 1894^ sliall, so fai .is niav Im* necf*ssaiv to validatt* ami 
:iNe eft’et't to the new a^’re('iin*nt . he c\temh‘<l, \aiied oi lutMlified. That 
" to say, we have ^ot tin* Act of IfMHhiN tin* \t f v. hn h at pr»‘s»‘nl n*^^fihite‘< 
he lelations h<‘tween the<'onipan\ and. tin* (’<irpoiatn»n \ou , that Act 
Made very im|K)itant chanp's m the pie\n»im A< t td 18, HO 'fhe At t 
if 188(1 ^ave statiittuy ettet t tt> an t*f*nient t‘ntt*itMl iiite ht tween the 
'oinpaiiy and the (\n|K)rat nni N\ht‘it*h\ tin* ( 'fiinpan\ ucit* ^:i\en powcistn 
inn train-cars alon^ routes ai>}noNe<I h\ the ( 'm poat mn , to i luiijre 
ares not e\ct*t*tlin^ three annas foi an\ tlist.im-t* not exicedin^'^ thice 
mles, and tt> hrt*ak up streets suh)t‘< t to ctnnlitioiis foi tin* pinpose of 
enst meting, maintaining anti la\in^ the tiainu.is lines The ('oiptna- 
it>n Were jri\e!i (he ptiwei to actpiire tin* propt*it\ at the eml of \t*am 
intl at intervals of sev(‘n yt*ars theieaftt*! 'I'ln* last i- j»eiha|fM tin* 
most iii){>ortant jxnnt which was \anetl h\ the Att t»f 1!MM) I Init Ait 
k'as pas.stnl in cons(*tjnence t»f the tdet tnfn at ion of the tiainwa\ s\stein 
The electrification, of ctnirse. tost a punl deal of mone\ , 
iinl it w'as t»pen to the ( 'orpoi.il ion to tlo it themselves I hey 
lid not do it, hut (hey dehheralelv enteretl into tins new 
ij^iwment with the Tramwavs Conipanv to ilo it foi them I sujfpose 
llai iladha Charan Pal Bahadur was a ineinliei of the ( 'orpn at ion at 
that time. He and his fellow-f’ommissnmers w<*re T»‘sponHihle in PMM 
for the aj^reement which re^^iilalcs the woikiii*r of tin* ( ahutta I nun 
ways ('om[>any at the pie.si*nt dav I sa\ that the Corpuation of HKM 
were primarily respimsihle and nohody else As an indinenient to the 
Tramway!w('omi»an> to elect nf> iheHVHtem. the Coipnation altered tin 
terms under which they could take f»ver the undei(akin >5 They extend 
wi the option over a >*ri(Kl of dl \ears If will Is* remeftilHoed that 
U‘fore the Act of PKH> wa** piisHml. lliev had the option of hu>iinf TTii 
P^imjmny out at intervals of si'veii veais The (’orjN»ration in 199(1 deli 
berately extended the option of pniehuse (ill the 1st Januar>', iflSl! 
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That in tho Ic^ral pn ilion at the piesent moment. Now, that jrav 
th(‘ contract made (hdiluMatelv and with their eyes onen by the ('oi- 
|)oiatifni. It is easy hn iis '^\ \eais later to slaTid up and say that i; 
was a had con I r act — I do not inyscll ^:o so far as to say that it 
had < (ditract- -Init d ceitainlv appeals that the people who made liiu 
contract did not toiesee wliat the conditions were to he in IJtJl 

For instance, tlie\ <leari\ ne\ei ihouj^ht it jio^sihh* or likely that th, 
emf)lo\ees (d the Compan\ would ^o on strike, because, as Rai Radh: 
Charun Pal Hahadnr ha*' veiy ii^'-htK pointed out, the aihitration choiv 
ill the pieseiil A«1 uas ( leailN never devised wj^h the idea of meet in* 
oeeasi(»Mal s(M’k(‘s; and as a mattei ol tact, as we have discovtued duiini 
the last few months, the aitnliation < l.nise is eiitirelt ina)i]tl 
cuhh* to a situation ol that kind. Thmeioie. it is eas\ jo 
those ol Us who had nothin^ t.i (hi with the lontiacl ot 1!)()() to st.nn 
up in llkJl and sa\ that il we had h'S'ii inakine- liie lontrail, w(‘ shoul 
liaNe ln‘en w isei . we should haxt' had mole loi esijj ht* ainl \\(‘ shoiiid )i i\ 

mad(' a hctler coiitia< t II is noi sn » as\ loi tlause who like Kai R.nlh 

Charan Pal Ikihadm wen* lespoiisibh* lo*i ihe (oiitiait of ItlIMt to tak 
Up I his at t it ude l!ow<‘\ei this nia\ he. the fact leiiiaiiis that th(‘ i<*i 

trait is Iheie a eonliait latilied i>\ the Peoisl.inn,- 1 must sa 

iheiehlie that it i.ithei .sho« ks me to hcai some memhei.s siH'.Uvim.: i 
a li)^ht-heai led niannei ol lianii'li"e tin* i ont i n t ’iiiidei loot. 1 won! 
ask memhi'is to letlei I loi a momiMit whethei h.ii^^iiai.ri*^ ol (hat kiml 
likely to enham(‘ tin* lepntation (d this (’oiimil lAen puttinj,^ lii 
liiattei on the lowest j^ioiind ol a (ominon laisiness footintr. it "e ^ 
trampline' eonliacts undei loot in this w.>\. the on!\ lesiilt will lu* l!', 
the name oi the Iteiieai ( io\ (M iimmil and ol the Henejil Letrislati' 
( 'ouncil will h<' a h \ -w ol d in t he Munmei t la I and i ndu>t i la 1 w oi hi and w 

shall ne\ei ^ 0*1 an\ lompanx to nndeil.ike puhlu utlllt^ sei \ n t's Itu i- 

In that view ol tlie lee.d pnvomn. <1 sfriiis to me unm‘cessai\ to di 
lUss (Iw* \aiion,s piopitsal^ liial h,i\e h«*en j>ui loiwaid in thesi* I’esoli 
tioiis. .\s matleis stand, tin* Coipoiation is hound h\ tin* contra' 

until It expiies in Pidl It w.is npen to the Coipoiation in Ih(M) t 

mak(‘ an\ teiius the\ liked lee.ndiiie the idei t ntieat ion . In effet 
they said to (he Tiamwaxs Cump-n\ : *' W v will allow \(MI to ean\ o 
\oui husines.s until Pt’tl. suhjej t to eertaiii conditions, and to uiak 
such pHifits .is vou < an u>nh*i tlu‘se eonditmus.” ] would thereto! 
ask whethm an\ case has been imule «)ul ((> justify us — (In* Le^rislaln 
(’ouin il, OI the t «o\ei nment M*sp<mv|hh‘ foi tin* tro»>d name and wella' 
of this Presiilem x in xaivinj^^ the i'onditions whii h weie eiitensl into i 
PMM), a^iiinst (he will of the 'I'lamwaxs Companx. It is ahsiiluteU o|H’ 
to the (’orporalion t»> d»» wliat the\ like in l!t‘il. on the expiry of the pn 
gent i'ontrm t ; hut, h»! tie piesiod. so far as th«‘ law is comenu*d. tl 
* (NiVjH>n»t iiUi ale houml h\ (lie teims ijf (In* contiact. I do not s.iy tlm 
they ('an ih» nothing. 1 .^^^'st that the^ (an: thev are one party t 
ike ('ontra('t and tin* (^iinflliiiy the otln*! paitv, and it is o}hmi to one [mrt 
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to po and say *to the other that a jxirtieular thinp is not workinp 
lactorily %^»(1 to suppest that it shtmhl he chanpetl. 

As repards the iej>ai#^ of tlie roa<ls. for instanee, 1 do lud know wha' 
the })ie<ise workinp arranpenuMit.s are at pre>eut, hut the Act of IHSt 
UMjuiies notice to he pi\t‘n to tlie ('or]>oratioii heloK* joads are o|K‘ue» 
up. 1 hud a siiiiilar cum* to deal with the otlu’r day in i-oinuM tion witl 
the Electric Supply (’orporation, apuinst \\hoin coiuplaint> wett* niadi 
in tlu‘ matter ot o|K‘ninp uj» load.s without jin'pei notice*. Mr. Vayiu 
aiul th(* Manapei (d the Khutrii- Suppl\ Coi pot at iiui came to see im 
and diM U.ss4*d mh matter cm both sidccs in a fru‘ndl\ v.i\ and came to ai 
inianpcMuent ulinh, I hope, u ill vvoi k wtdl and pu‘\(‘nt a* pii'at di*al o 
the incon venit'iice which i^ caused hy mattcus ol that kind. 1 thinl 
that, in the cum* oi the Tiamuax-^ <'ompan\. it oupht to he \er\ mucl 
<*a.Niei tn (; 4 )me let icasonahle woikinp tmms with tlu‘ (’oipoiation that 
it is in the c^no nt the Eh*clii< Supplv ( ’or|Mirat ion, because the latter 
IS th(*\ ^pointed out to Us. liaxo sometime*, to 4lip iij* a load in a hun\ 
in oidcM to jmt a cable ypht and it is netessaix to <»pen up that load at 
• me. ol ihe whole tif\' n oi at anx late a poition id the town im^hl hr 
liepnveil »d ii^iht ; but in the lase ot the riaiiiwaxs (’onipanx. thi*x ileal 
i^il \ with the >m I ace ot the i o ols^i nd it oujj ht to be c*as\ toi them and t lu’ 
( 'orpoi a t ion otlji la U to < ome to somi* dei ent w oi k iiiiLr an a n}.!ement s w ith- 
oiit anx ^Iteiatioii ol the law 'Ihat is onlx one example in which, 1 
think mat lei s mipiit be impioxed bx mutual arraiit^ement betxxeen thr 
Tiamwax s (hunpaiix and t he ( 'oi poi at ion 

d hen . as leoai ds theiaseof tialistii t ickct s. mi i el x if I he ( ’or)>oi'at ioji 
raised su< h niatteis, the d iamwaxs ('ompanx would at least be able tc 
tell them what the dilliiulties were and xsliethei theie xxas anx ]>ossi. 
bilitx oi niec'tine them li tjuestions oi that kind wiic put to the ('om- 
panx. i am ijuite cm tain that they would deal with thiun in a reasonable 
spirit. That then is m\ siio';r,..,t ion d'he t'oipoiaiion aie bound hv 
the aetlon ol the ( ’oinm issumel s id |!MM1 to adhete to llie li'rnis id this 
apieeiiient until Ittdl. and in the meaiitime all thex can do is to t rv by 
frieiidlx I epresentat ion to p*t sui h thinps as tbe\ aie lad pleaseil with 
put ripht. Hut. as to lepislatiiip air*»inst the will ot the Tiamwaxs ('om- 
panx lot the puijiose oi puttinp all these wholesale alteiatmus in the 
statuloix apieement whnh the ti*s4dution asks us to iindeitake. I am 
afiaid (foxeinment i aiinot pixe an\ ho)n*s that attion xiill Im* l iken nil 
them* lines. 

Rai JOCENORA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: 1 lememhet the 

lime when this agreement betxxeen the dVainwaxs Compaiiv and the 
I airjMinit ion was ^Kissed. I xx as then iff the ('ot potaMoii ; so wum my 
friend, Uni Radha Charan l*al Ifahadtir. I rememliei xx'ilh what feelings 
[>f pratefultiess we xv eh Mined the estni y>| )bnieiit of ele< trie tract ton in the 
tramway syatein of (’ah uttii The HwR’ble Mr. Kerr wan riof*riph( in 
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ihat this Council is so lijjfht-hearted as to disregard all con- 
tracts. I for one c<jnsider that the contract to which I myself while in 
the C^)rporat'ion was a party ahrmld not be so light-heartedly broken ; nor 
do 1 think that the Government can, even if il wished, abrogate that 
contract. It is possible to say that the State can do anything it likes; 
for the State is above law. If we admit that proposition, we do not know 
where we shall land ourselves. 'J'he permanent settlement may be 
abrogated upon that principle. That prim iple I for one will not admit. 
Apart from the (juestion of honoui-, 1 think it is a very bad policy. It is 
not wisdom to cast away the agrecmients of the past. ...But I must say 
that 1 fully sympathise with the object of Itai Badha Charan Pal Bahadur 
and Mr. Krislina ('hatidra Bay Chaudhuri, and if it were possible to do 
HO without breach of law, I would certainly have it done. It is not so 
easy to have it done. In this matter tlie opinion of the highest legal 
oflicers of the Crown should be taken before any action be in^itituted, but 
I believe that even if we passed this res«dution to-day here, and even 
the BengarGovernment adopteil it in the form of a Bill and sent it to the 
Government of India, they would nevei give rlieir assent. We should 
not make buds of ourselves in this fashion, liut what I do desiie to say is 
tliat the ilemand of Kai Badha Charan Pal Bahadur and Mi. Krisiina 
(Miandra Bar>' Chaudliuri seems to my mind to be a reasonable ime. a’ml 
tlie Government slouild co-operate with us in tiiis matter Tind try to bring 
the matter to a satisfactory conclusion by compromise with the 'Pram- 
ways Company. Many things a. e d(*ne b\ simjdy talking the matter 
over. It (’all thus be settled. I believe if the Ibm’ble Mr Kerr so 
desires, he can bring the Tram\\ays Company to a reasonable traine di 
mind and thus settle the dispute. But I do not wisii to jinu eed abt»ut it 
in u high-handed fashion to compass (uir object. Merely because we 
have got a majority of votes, we should not ftuce the Government t«» do 
a thing which it would m»t be propei for it to do. 

Rfli RADHA CHARAN PAL BAhAdurs 1 wish t»> say a few* w’ords in 
reply to the llon’ble .Mi. Ken He sa>s that the chief difficulty is the 
agreement that the ('oipoiation has entered into w ith the Tramways 
(\mipany and, accoicling to him, my proposal cannot Im‘ accepted as it 
would upset tliat agreement. 

In the first place. I desire to say that ncuie of my proposals militate 
against the terms of the agreement as laid down. 'I'he most imiMirtant 
thing- and I lay \erv gieat stress upon it— is the necessity of giving 
powers to the Corporation, in exceptional cases, ocMuisions and emergen- 
cies, to take up, with the sanction of Government, the control t>f the 
tramway service from the Company as a temporary measure, so that the 
service may md be dislocated. The Hoirble Mewiber ha.s himself 
admitted that this was nc»t foreseen at the time the agreement wa.s entered 
into. It is quite true. But 1 beg leave to submit that the in^sertion of 
this pn vision in the Act will not, in any way, abrogate the articles of 
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agreement that, the Corporation have tMiU'ml into with the M'ianiwa\(i 
Company. ’Let the agreement remain a> it In. We are not ginn^^ti 
amend it, and 1 do not think the Coiineil will propose tlie abolition of un> 
single elauae of the agreement. lint wh> should there not he an addi 
tional power in the hands of (Government, Nested in the (\»rporat ion, tt 
take up the eontrol ami management of the tramwas seivire in eases o| 
emergeniy? Is it right and piopei {o declare to the public that neithei 
(he Government nor the Corporation ha\e got any powei to deal witl 
emergencies simply because there is an agieeimoit)" Let the agreement 
stand a.s it is ; I am not tanipei ing with it. Hut wh\ shoubl we im1 
take powers from the liegislatuie in order to aim oiuseUes with tin 
necessary authority to take up (lu‘ seixnt* lemp(uanl\ with* the sanctioi 
of Government!'^ Suppose the fiamwaxs (Vmipauv is very unreasonabh 
in some respects — 1 am not cnteiing into the dispute l>etween the Tram 
way emjiloyiees and the (’ompan\ , I ha\e not come here to didend thi 
employees and to arraign lh(“ (’ompanx, but what I sa\ is this, and 1 
speak fitim my own exp(*i iem e— sup[»ose the tleadhe k cn^itinues foi 
months and months to^etiiei . s:i\ foi si\ luonths.um 1 to undeistaml that 
Government should say that theic is no iemed> bei auso theie is ik) lega 
provision in the agreement to deal with it and sit «juiet till wher 

tl>e term expires? ^I'he Hon'ble ^leinbei has piatt nails i^lniitted that 
we would find uursehes in a hopeless situation That is the principa 
thing, and 1 nm von ing oni\ th<‘ unanimous opinion of the latepaven 
and the citizens of Calcutta in this inat*t<; the\ aie \ei\ » lamant on th« 
subject. If, under sin h cin uinstam es. (foxeimnent do not coine to out 
1 'scife and make a piovisnm, the ihaige will natuiallx be laid againsi 
them that because tlie (loverniiient is a whiti* (io\einment and the Com 
jmny is also a white Comf»an>. ( iovei ninent leinain apathetic and indif 
fluent to the conveniein e (d the p«M»ple 

Regarding tlie provisions ni the A« t whnh I ha\e enumerated. 1 imi> 
say that they are n(»t included in the agie»>ment I shall be \ei\ gbol 
and thankful t(» submit to the elimination of an\ of the**!* items fiom tin 
resolution if thes<* an* sp*Titi( all\ entered in the agreement IlaM> tliesi 
resolutions examimol b\ a (ompetent l?iw\ei w lio himself deals with such 
matters; and if any mistake* lias <iept into anx of tlie projMisals in thf 
resolution bx all means e*liminate it; 1 am epiite prepaied to aiaept it. 
The notes I have got fiom ieNpon*.d»le ami n*spei table «jUaiteiM all 
go to show that the agieement l aii be modifieel ae»ordifig t<» the needs oi 
the Tiegislature and piihlie demand * 

Let me again repeat that oui chief tlcsideratuiii is that we should get 
some measure of radii al cure for this axe ful state of things. When thf 
Traniw'ay strike commenced, fK*ople approached the Government for a 
Conciliation Hoajd. but (Governnieiit . ygbtix or wioriglx, refused tc 
appoint one. It is (Joverniiient 's haduam. the Cor(Miruiiori'H«/>iir/n<im, 
and w'e cannot appear in siwiety with our faf es. Oiii ( oust ituents tic< use 
ua of not being able to do anything. W’hat is the gtsal of your going 
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t(i the Council, they say “it you (‘aiiiiot leiuedy your o^'u grievances; 
wt^ do you hanker after lull sell-governiuent or »waraj'' ; and on top of 
it, the Jion’hle Mr. Kerr says: “ We can not grant you any femedy till 
I!tdJ ” — wlii( h ys \\\ only cause greater niortifica^^ion and irritation to tli« 
people of Calcutta. 

Tho Hofl’bl6 Mr. KERRs I would only add just a few words 
to what I hav(* alicady said. I his niattcr has hccii Indore our legal 
loKiseis on scveial occasions, and the genet :il gist »)i the opinions has 
heen that the agt(>enient is a part ol the Act and the Act is a pait of the 
agreement. Von cannot altei one without var\nin thea other. As a 
niattei ol laiJl it ail (h'peiids on tlu‘ contrai t, j(u the (‘ssential j>arl of 
the Act and its srhedule.s i^ the lauitiact 

As to the (jiiestionof what might happen it a sti ike went on indefinite- 
1\, I (an onl\ sa> that we should have to deal witli the situation when it 
acluallv anise Si rik(‘s, unloj tunateU , have hern taiiK li,e<'|Uenl latel\ 
all over the ^W( ild. ('aleutta is not the oid\ eil\ in the woild w);ieh has* 
hemi so afleeted. lAen in Kngland and Siotland strikes in I h(‘ 1 1 aiisiioM 
M'lvnavsaie m.t nneand ( ften last min h longei t'hai't lhe,\ have done hme 
in Calculta. Theie have Ikumi (a easioiis when the ( io\ m nment . the local 
inunieipalilN oi the lo( al authmities can take adion To eiil stnkes short. 
Again, then* aie occasions wlnm an outsuh* aullenilN would tail to do 
iin> good in suc h eases That istheh-sso,, w hic h has heen leai iP thiough 
l»'llm (‘xpeiieiuc* in England and Scotland duin.g the* last t.ui v'eais, and 
Hial. 1 am aliaid. is ||u‘ lesMui w,- have to hnmi Inue also in India ' 

BabuSURENDRA NATH MALLIK: M .v I know wheilg, the 

'M'lMion ol the legal adviscus was lakcm hcdoie oi altei tiie j.assin- ot the 
Hi'iit Act y 

The Hon'ble Mr. KERR: I ilunk jIici il,,- inivsii,^. ii,,, ij,,,,) 

;i‘iliiMil> Iiiv slii(l> ol III,' .|iii'Mion liiis I),',.|| SI|||S,',|,|,.,|| |},p 

■I III,' Kfiil Alt. 

Till' folloH iiiK iini.'iMliiiciil Mr. Kiishna 

'li.Miilui liili ( 'lonhllnii 1 hii> lli,<n |iiii |,m( . ^ 

“'lliat III iiiotioi, .No. .((I ||„. ,1 _| 

'lllllll-ll lUl.l III.' lollowil.o luilh,., ,1;,,|S,'S 1,,' ,,,1.1,., I . 

lanndv : ^ ’ 

(rii) IHOMMOII f.,1 |1„. I.„\„|,'||| ol Ini,,^. to I|„, 

I h(' ( ’ompanv ; 

(r,,,) i.roasio,, for I ol f,,,,,), 

henefit (d the employees; and 

(i.r) imivision for an Arhitration Hoard with at least two elected 
(•omiiKssioneis of flu f'orjHiration a.s irnMnlaVs of the Board 
to '..'ttl.' all diupflle. n.p,„-.lii.K «-afr.vs workii,^^ hours, over! 
time allowunces, (Ji-smissal and leave.’* 
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The original motion was then put and a division was taken with th|j 
following re^lt 


AYES. 


A«!dy, iabu Amulya Dlieiit. 

All. Mr. tfH Elian. 

Chautfliuri, Babu Kifthari Mohan. 

0«. Babu .Fanindralal. 

Haq. Shah tyod EmdadHt. 

Hutoain. Mauivi Mahammod Madattur. 
Karim, Maulvl Abdul. 

Karim, Mauivi FaMal. a# 


I Khan, Mauivi Hamid-ud-dln. 

MoHIk, Babu Surondra Nath. 

Mitra, Mai Mahtndra Ohaadra Bahad u r . 

Pahlowan, Mauivi Md. Abdul dubbar. 

' Fat, Rai Bahadur Radha Oharan. 

I Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. Krivhna Chandra. 
Sarkar, Babu Rithmdra Nath. 


NOES. 


Afzal, Haurabiada K. M. Khan Bahadijr. 
Ahmad, Mauivi RUII Uddin. 

Ahmad, Munthi Jafv* 

Anal, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamad. 
BiM, Mr. E. i. 

Charmakar, Babu Raaik Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, tha Mon’bla tha Nayab Salyld 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 


Cey, Mr. C. G. 

F cnch, Mr. F. C. a 

Chotaf Rai Bahadur Jogandra Chundar. 

Cooda, l|r. S. W. ^ 

Hopkynt, Mr. W. S. 


damaa, Mr. R. H. L. Langford. 
Karr, tha Non‘bla Mr. d. H. 

Lang, Mr. d. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

MIttar, tha Mon’bla Mr. F. C. • 
Fugh, Colonal A. 4. 

Rahim, tha Hon’bla Sir Abd-ur. 
Rabinton, Ida|ar45anaral, W. M. B. 
Stephcnaon, Mr. H. L. 

Swan, Mr. 4, A. L. 

'• whaalar, tha Man’bla Sir Manrj^ 
Wllllamt, Mr. C. Addam*. 
wordawarth, Mr. W. 0. 


The Aye.s*l«inj? 1 .j and the N<.ch Hf,. the .notion «»« lont 


Bengal Covernment Administration. 

Babu RI8HINORA MATH SARKAR; ‘•T!..,- (’oun.d re.ommend 

to the (Jovenuuent tliut a oommittee. .-onMM .n>r of Ihn-e o hna 

u.nl a.x non-oih.ial men.hera, U. la* ele. tea n the non-o u 

of thin Coum il. W eonstitute.l to exanMne the 

Government of Bengal and to reiairt w.th.n mix montha how ‘ 

of administration may be retrenched, and to siigge... such re o.in. ... th 

administration as may add to the revenue of the Government. 

I understand that (iovernment is willing to accept the resolution . 
a and after I hear what the Hon hle MemU-r has U. s» 

onl^alf of Government, I will make my submission. 

UEMBER in chw-ga of OEPARTUEMT of FIMAHCE ^ 
HfMl'biO Mr. Korrt; At this late hour I must he very brief. I ha- 
it^he matter with the memla-rs who have -.1- 

.crept. The U.l re*il.li»n o. thi. ..kirel ™ “""f T! , 

Nath Mallik at a meeting of this Goui.ci! on the 9th J”** ' 

then uskerl the Government not to be obstructive In reply, I ™.d th 
OoverniiM^tit had no intf?ntion of' olMitrul’ting, or a infn 
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members of the Council, that it would be very focdisb for us to be 
obstructive in view of Gi^e fact that the Council has lar^ powers of 
control over expenditure. 1 then objected to a general retrenchment 
committee, as suggested here, on the grounj that it would never be able 
to arrive at a conclusion within a reasonable time. I thiidr my objection 
still holds good. You must tackle this question of retrenchment by 
compartments. I have sugl^ested to the members who have given notice 
of these resolutions that the inquiries which they desire could most 
efficiently be carried out by the standing committees. The standing 
committees will in any case have an opportunity ql seeing the budget 
under the, existing rules. I am authorisiMl to say that His Excellence 
the Governor, with the concurreuce of Members and Ministers, is will- 
ing, in this instance as a special case, to modify the rules which lay 
down that the proceedings of the standing committees are confidential. 
We propose in the next month to place the departmentaKhudgets before 
the standing committees. The memlM’rs will be able to call for explana- 
tions and information, and then embody their views as to the possibi- 
lity of retrenchment in a memorandum. THat -memorandum will be laid 
before the Council with the views of the Member or Minister in charge 
of the department. We propose to except one department, namely, the 
jK>lice. As the Council well knows, a special retrenchment committee 
is already sitting on this department and it would obviously be undesir- 
able for two bodies of this nature to conduct inquiries ^covering the 
same gnuind. We propose therefoie to follow th(‘ course ! have men- 
tioned in all the departments except the police, and I trust the Council 
will agree that this is the most satisfactory wav of carrying out the 
wishes of those members who are in favour of an inquiry into the possibi- 
lities of retrenchment. 

Btbtl RiSHiNDRA NATH 8ARKAR; In view of the suggestions 
made by the Hon’hle Member, I beg to withdraw mv resolution in place 
of the amended one that has l)een proposed hv him. 

Tim HOfI illg Mr« ICCRR* I did not propose any amended resolu- 
tion. 1 simply gave an assurance on behalf of Government. 

Btbu RISHINDRA NATH BARKAR; I beg to withdraw the retedu- 

tion on the assuran^ given by the Ilon’ble Member. 

The following resolution was then, by leave of the Council, wtih- 
drawn : — 

“This Council recommends to the Government that a committee, 
consisting of three official members and six non-official members, to be 
elected by the non-official members of this Council, be constituted to 
examine the administration of the Government of Bengal and to report 
within six months how the expenses of administration m<ly be retrenched 










